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AKNOUKCSKBKT. 


Tho  course  of  instniction  in  the  Medical  Colucoe  or  Ohio  hM 
been  so  modified  as  to  embrace  two  full  courses  of  Lectures,— »the 
first,  or  ^Vinter  Course,  commencing  on  the  fifteenth  of  October, 
and  the  second,  or  Clinical  Caurte,  commencing  on  the  first  of 
March. 


First  Tenn-TMrty-Seventh  Winter  Conree,  1856-'67. 


The  Winter  Course  will  commence  on  the  15th  of  October,  and 
continue  four  months.  It  will  embrace  a  fall  course  of  Lectures, 
on  all  the  departments,  at  the  College,  together  with  Practical  Anato- 
my, and  regular  Clinical  instruction  at  tho  Commercial  Hospital. 
The  following  branches  will  be  taught  at  the  College  : 

CltKMISTRT, 

Anatomy, 

Pirvsioi-oGY, 

Pathology, 

Materia  Medica, 

Practice  op  Medicine. 

8l'Roery, 

Obstetrics, 

Toxicology, 

Medical  Jcrisprudknck, 

Practical  Anatomy. 


8 
Hospital  Instrncticm^ 


Impressed  with  the  great  importanoe  of  Clinical  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  the  Facultj  of  the  Medical  OoU^  of  Ohio  have  deter- 
mined to  devote  as  much  time  as  possible  to  teaching  the  various 
departments  of  Medicine,  Snrgery  and  Obstetrics  pradieaUy;  thus 
communicating  to  their  -pvipiiB  knowledge  whicii  they  can  at  once 
make  available  when  they  enter  on  their  mission  of  practical  duty. 

Clinical  ItutrucHorif  therefore,  constitutes  a  prominent  feature  of 
their  plan  of  edncation ;  and  the  unlimited  resouroes  of  Cincinnati— 
the  first  city  in  size  West  of  the  mountains— enable  the  Faculty 
soocessfully  to  carry  out  the  great  object  and  Ifg^timate  end  of  medi- 
cal study,  namely»/amt/ianf^  wUh  tKsease  at  the  hedtktt. 

For  this  purpose  Clinical  Instruction  will  be  given  daily  in  the 
Commercial  BoMpkal^  where  every  possible  variety  of  disease  and 
accident  can  be  seen.  The  medical  management  of  this  Institution 
is  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Faculty  of  the  College. 

The  United  States  Marine  patients,  at  the  port  of  Cincinnati, 
have  also  been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio. 

The  candidates  for  Graduation  will  be  conducted  through  the 
Wards  of  the  Hospital,  every  morning,  for  the  purpose  of  familiar- 
ising them  with  disease  at  the  bedside,  and  thus  rendering  them 
competent  to  enter  on  the  practical  duties  of  the  profession,  when 
they  leave  the  Coll^. 

It  may  be  safely  affirmed,  therefore,  from  the  advantages  ofiered 
by  the  Commercial  Hospital — the  addition  of  the  U.  S.  Marine 
patients, — and  from  the  geographical  position  of  Cincinnati — occu- 
pying an  intermediate  position  between  the  North  and  Bouth — ^that 
the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  affords  to  the  student  opportunities  of 
acquiring  information  in  regard  to  the  causes,  nature  and  treatment 
of  diseases  peculiar  to  the  basin  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  which 
he  cannot  obtain  in  any  Northern  or  Eastern  College  in  the 
country. 

At  the  dose  of  each  session  two  gentlemen  are  elected  by  the 
Faculty,  out  of  the  Graduating  Glass,  to  act  as  Resident  Physicians 
in  the  Commercial  Hospital  for  the  ensuing  year.    By  a  recent 


amngement  with  the  Direotora  of  the  City  Infirmary,  they  are  now 
paid  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services,  which  will  enable 
any  member  of  the  class,  whatever  his  pecuniary  condition  may  be, 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  post. 


Practical    Anatomy. 


The  facilities  in  this  Institution  for  the  prosecution  of  Praetieai 
Anaitmy  are  fully  equal  to  the  desires  of  the  most  dilligent  and 
ambitious  student.  Subjects  are  furnished  by  the  demonstrator  at 
reasonable  rates,  and  in  any  number  that  may  be  demanded. 

The  rooms  are  very  spacious,  lighted  with  gas,  thoroughly  venti- 
lated, and  abundantly  supplied  with  water. 

M^  The  Diseecting  Rooms  wUl  be  open /or  dasiei  on  the  first  day 
ttf  October. 


Anatomical  and  Surgical  Hnsenm,  Etc. 


Tlie  Anatomical  and  Surgical  Museum  is  rich  in  preparations  of 
practical  value.  It  contains  the  extensive  collections  of  Prof.  Cobb, 
the  results  of  the  labor  and  industry  of  that  distinguished  anatomist 
and  teacher  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

To  this  has  been  added  the  large  Anatomical  and  Surgical  cabinet 
of  Professor  Blackman,  collected  both  in  Europe  and  this  country, 
which  renders  it,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  complete  and  extensive 
cabinets  of  the  kind  in  the  West. 
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The  New  College  Building,  recently  completed  at  an  expense  of 
over  950,000,  is  not  surpassed  Cor  elegance  of  structure  and  conve- 
nience  of  arrangement  by  any  buOding  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States.  In  its  construction  every  care  was  taken  to  adapt  it  to  the 
purposes  to  which  it  is  appropriated.  The  best  models  of  Europe 
were  studied,  and  such  improvements  added  as  contribute  largely 
to  the  comfort  of  both  teacher  and  student.  There  are  two  large 
Leotnie  Halls,  each  capable  of  containing  between  five  and  six  hun- 
dred persons,  together  with  extensive  apartments  for  museuma*  dis- 
sections, etc.^  etc  The  entire  building  is  well  lighted  with  gas, 
well  ventilated^  and  thoroi^hly  wanned  during  the  winter  by  meaoa 
of  heated  air  and  furnace. 


Library. 


BpaciouB  and  elegant  rooms  have  been  arranged  for  the  Library. 
It  consists  of  a  hiige  cobection  of  ihe^  best  medical  authors,  to 
which  the  students  have  access  (vee  of  charge.  It  is  open  twice  a 
week  for  obtaining  and  returning  books.  Students  are  advised, 
however,  to  provide  themselves. with  the  ordinary  text-booka. which, 
they  will  require  for  copstant  zeference. 


Prelimmary  Conrse. 


Clinical  Lectures  will  be  delivered  at  the  Hospital  during  the 
month  of  September ;  and  on  special  subjects  at  the  College,  com- 
mencing on  the  first  of  October. 


SECOND  TERM. 


CLINICAL  GOURSS. 


ThiB  course  of  instroction  will  commence  on  tba  fint  Monday  in 
SfATch.  1857,  and  continue  four  months. 

It  ie  the  design  of  the  Faculty  to  make  the  Spring  Term  as  fioll 
and  complete  in  all  respects  as  the  Winter  course;  and  it  is  confi- 
dently believed  that,  in  some  particulars,  it  will  possess  peculiar 
advantages.  A  regular  course  of  diadatic  leotuxes  will  be  delivered, 
as  usual,  embracing  all  the  departments  tai^ht  in  the  winter 
session,  while  at  the  same  time  it  will  be  especially  distinguished 
by  the  pre-eminence  given  to  practical  or  clinical  instruction. 

In  establishing  this  course,  the  Faculty  have  been  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  dinical  instruction  (the  most  important  part  of 
lectoras)  can  be  made  far  more  successful  during  the  summer  than 
in  the  winter.  Not  only  will  the  number  of  patients  be  greatly 
increased,  but  the  diseases  will  partake  more  of  the  character  of 
those  met  with  by  the  physician  in  general  practice.  In  addition 
to  this,  Pathological  Analomy  can  be  successfully  taught  only  dur- 
ing the  summer,  for  reasons  which  will  be  obvious  to  every  one. 
This  branch,  which  is  so  essential  to  complete  the  education  of  a 
phyiidaa,  ia  metsurably  n^lected  in  most  of  our  schools;  and 
thus  young  practitioners  are  sent  out  with  so  little  knowledge 
of  the  subject  as  to  be  unable  to  make  a  successful  post  mortem 
examination.  This  great  defect  will  be  remedied  in  the  Clinical 
course;  for  not  only  will  lectures  be  delivered  on  this  department, 
hut  practical  demonetratUms  will  be  made,  and  the  pupil  taught  how 
to  make  post  mortem  examinations,  and  to  comprehend  morbid 
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Another  important  feature  in  this  conrse  will  be  instructions  in 
Diagnosis,  at  the  bed-side.  This  will  embrace  not  ovlj  ^^eneral,  bnt 
also  Physical  diagnosis  applied  to  the  diseases  of  the  Lungs  and 
Heart.  Pupils  will  be  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  Stethoscope* 
and  taught  to  discriminate  pulmonary  and  cardiac  affections  at  the 
bed-side.  This  alone  will  •  pif>ve  to  be  of  the  highest  importance  to 
every  one  who  expects  to  practice  his  profession  in  an  enlightened 
and  successful  manner. 

In  order  to  cany  out  fully  this  course  of  Clinical  instruction, 
the  Lectures  on  Surgery,  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Pathological 
Anatomy  will  be  delivered  at  .the  Hospital;  aiid  the  remainder  of 
the  lectures  at  the  CoUege  Edifice. 

The  objections  to  lectures  during  warm  weather  possess  but  little 
force.  It  is  well  known  that  the  month  of  March  is  the  best  of  the 
whole  year  for  Anatomical  porsnits,  and  during  April  and  May  no 
impediment  will  arise  on  ae<Scmnt  of  the  season.  The  dissecting 
rooms  are  very  large  and  well  ventilated,  and,  with  ordinary  cafe, 
can  be  kept  in  a  good  condition  at  any  season. 

It  may  be  remariied,  however,  that  those  students  who  attend  a 
winter  and  spring  Seesion,  wiH  probably  prefer  giving  special  atten^ 
tion  to  Practical  Anatomy  during  the  winter,  and  devote  more  time 
to  Pathological  Anatomy  and  Clinical  instructions  during  the 
summer. 

With  the  conviction  that  the  Clinical  Course  will  prove  of  pecu- 
liar value  to  those  about  to  enter  on  the  practice  of  their  profession, 
pupils  are  earnestly  advised  to  attend  this  Course,  when  practicable, 
before  graduating. 


General  RegnIations.-*Reqni8ites  for  Gradnatxon. 


1.  Three  years*  study,  under  the  guidance  of  a  reputable  in* 
structor. 

2.  Attendance  upon  two  full  courses  of  lectures,  the  last  in  this 
lustitution. 
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5.  Four  y9tkn  TCgnlar  pimctioe  win  be  remvad  as  ec^aiTalent  to 
ottB  ooime  of  MCturos. 

4.  One  course   of  Clit.ical  instinctioii  in  the  Gommerciil  Hospi- 
Ul,  or  some  institntion  approved  by  the  Faedtj.  • 

6.  One  conrse  of  Dissections. 

6.  The  candidate  mnst  deposit  with  tbe  Dean  a  satisfactorj 
Tkens  on  some  medical  snbject. 

7.  Tlie  Candidate  mnst  nndergo  a  satisfactorj  examination  bj 
the  Facnity,  and  be  approved  by  the  Tmstees. 

8.  He  mnst  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  of  good  moral  char- 
acter. 


Degrees  will  be  conferred  immediately  after  the  dose  of  each 
Session.  Those  who  comply  with  the  general  regnlations  can  be- 
come candidates  at  the  dose  of  either  Term. 


Fees,— Winter  Session. 


For  a  full  course $72  00 

MatricuUtion,  (psid  once  only; 5  00 

Dissecting  Ticket 5  00 

HospiUl  Ticket 5  00 

Qradnation  Fee 25  00 


Clinical  Session. 


For  a  fhll  coarse $64  00 

MatrienUtion,  (paid  once  only) 5  00 

Dissecting  Ticket 5  00 

HospiUl  Ticket 6  00 

Qradnation  Fee 26  00 
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Thoie  who  dtsiw tobeooaKnindMatM ft>g gradnatioQ am seqnired 
to  Attend  afoll  conrse;  others  can  take  any  anmbor  of  tiokats  to 
imit  their  oonvaniflnee.  Thope  who  Mtrad  two  foil  eounea  will  he 
entitled  thereafter  to  fiw#diaiBiioa. 

All  graduates  of  the  School  will  be  admitted  free  to  all  the  lec- 
tores.  The  gradnstes  of  other  Schools  will  be  reqnirad  to  paj  the 
Matriculation  and  Hospital  Tickets. 

Those  who  desire  to  remain  dnriii^  the  interval  between  .the 
Bpring  and  winter  conrses,  and  become  pupils  of  the  Institntion, 
will  be  allowed  the  fiill  privil^gBs  of  the  library*  Mnseam,  and  hos- 
pital. These  advantages,  (especially  Clinical  instmction  at  the 
Hospital),  will  be  of  great  service  to  the  industrious  pupil. 

Boarding  and  lodging  (including  fuel  and  lights,)  can  be  ob- 
tained at  from  82:50  to  83:50  per  week. 

Students,  on  arriving  in  the  city,  by  calling  at  the  Ooll^,  (on 
Sixth  street  between  Vine  and  Bace)  will  be  conducted  to  good 
boarding  houses. 

Further  information  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Bean. 
S.  a.  ABtaOR,  M.  D.  87,  Seventh  street, 

Dean  qfihe  FaeuUy^ 

Thos.  Wood,  M.  D.  RegUtrar. 
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Snrgzcal  Operations  in  the  Commercial  Hospital. 


But  few  lastiiatioiis  in  the  oonatiy  afford  better  advantages  for 
the  study  of  Surgical  diseases  than  the  Commercial  Hospital. — 
Dming  the  past  Session  an  immense  number  of  capital  operations 
vere  perfonnedby  Paor.  Blackxak^  among  which  may  be  enumci- 
ated :  L^ture  of  the  external  Iliac  artery ;  Lithotomy  ;  Ampu- 
tation at  the  Hip-joint ;  Amputation  at  the  Shoulder-joint ;  Am- 
putation of  the  Thigh ;  at  the  Knee-joint;  of  the  Ii^»  Ac,  &c.» 
C.*ataract ;  Artificid-pppil ;  Yarioooele ;  Hydrocele  ;  Txepliining- 
>kull ;  Ex-section  of  head  of  femur ;  Ex-section  of  posterior  wall 
of  spinal  column ;  Extirpation  of  eye;  Plastic  operations;  num- 
eronss  operations  for  necrosis,  caries,  and  other  afiections  of  the 
bones ;  Hydrarthiosia  of  the  Knee ;  Nasal  Polypi ;  and  minor  ope- 
rations too  tedioQS  to  mention.  Besides  these,  members  of  the  class 
had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  operations  in  the  private  prac- 
lioe  of  Prof.  Blackman,  such  as  Ovariotomy,  Ex-section  of  the 
Elbow-joint,  Ex-section  of  the  Clavicle,  dec.  dec. 
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CuBtaf  Cfynanehe  Maligna.    By  R.  R.  McMsBirs,  M.  D.y 
Sttnchuky,  Ohio. 

Having  treated  within  the  last  few  months,  a  number  of  most 
fbrraidaUe  and  fatal  cases  of  an  apparently  idiopathic  €h/nanche 
MaKgnaj  possessing  an  extreme  virulence^  rapid  progress  and 
sodden  termination  in  death,  by  the  induction  of  an  irretrie- 
wMe  condition,  of  sedematous  laryngitis,  I  haye  deemed  it 
not  QBimportant  to  describe  the  disease  as  exhibited  in  this 
plMe^and  vicinity,  for  publication  in  your  valxiable  periodical, 
with  the  view  of  eliciting  any  information  or  means,  better 
adapted  to  its  management,  than  have  been  premised  or  ad- 
diMBed  in  our  practice,  and  thus  secure  ^more  favorable  re- 
ndtfl  than  we  have  experienced. 

It  has  prevailed  so  far  only  cndemically,  occurrinicriiiddenly 
in  fiunilies,  at  considerable  intervals  of  time,  and'  attacking 
•neoessively  more  or  less  violently,  all  the  younger  members 
off  the  household. 

The  physicians  who  have  attende<I,  or  have  been  consulted 
in  the  cases,  are  unanimous  in  opinion  respecting  its  anoma- 
1<NU  character,  and  peculiar  phenomena,  not  heretofore  wit- 
neaved  in  previous  affections,  of  a  similar  nature.  Twelve 
wefl  defined  cases  have  occurred,  of  which  I  have  direct  or 
aoordited  knowledge.       Nine  of   this  number  have   died. 


# 
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Eight,  within  five  days  from  the  time  of  invasion,  one  only 
f ,{  lingering  as  late  as  the  twelfth  day,  while  the  three  re- 
covereries  were  casen^lid  violentiy  assuled,  and  more  ad- 
vanced in  years.   '    *WF 

I  shall  first  portray  a  general  outline  of  the  more  promi- 
nent symptoms,  and  developments  of  the  complaints,  as  pre- 
sented in  common,  and  subsequently  detail  any  peculiar 
features,  in  submitting  an  account  of  the  treatment  as  adop- 
ted in  individual  cases. 

The  manifestations  of  the  disease  in  its  outset  resemliTe 
those  of  an  ordinary  tonsilitis,  with  the  difference,  of  the  ac^ 
companying  fever,  obviously  assuming  a  decidedly  asthenic 
character,  and  the  more  rapid  and  extensive  diffusion  of  in- 
flamation,  involving  at  once,  the  amygdala,  parotid,  and  sub- 
maxillary glands,  the  nasal  fossro,  eustachian  tube  and  inter- 
nal ear  and  larynx. 

The  external  swelling  of  the  glands  increase  with  great 
rapidity,  becoming  painful  and  extremely  tender,  occasional 
pangs  of  severe  otalgia,  and  erratic  pains  in  the  region  of  the 
A  parotid,  are  the  chief  symptoms  of  suffering  at  this  period. 
The  pulse  is  frequent  and  quick,  but  not  unnaturally  t^ise 
or  hard.  Deglutition  is  but  partially,  and  respiration  but  slight- 
ly embarrassed,  beyond  a  degree  of  hoarseness,  and  some 
cough.  On  examining  the  fauces,  it  is  found  much  reddened, 
and  somewhat  tumefied,  and  covered  with  patches  of  a  whit- 
ish and  floccular  exudation.  The  tonsils  are  enlarged,  pre- 
sentinffi|jj|j|kmderable  ulcerations  on  their  surfaces,  and  the 
breatWbHt'^g^^^  ^^^  disagreable.  The  posterior  nares  are 
much  oolructed,  from  tumefaction  and  viscid  secretion.  But 
there  are  no  particular  circumstances,  at  this  stage  of  the 
complaint,  to  excite  alarm,  or  portend  the  imminent  peril  at- 
tached to  its  further  development. 

In  the  course  of  forty-eight  hours  all  febrile  action,  has 
nearly  or  quite  disappeared,  and  an  interval  of  disguised 
inaction  ensues,  but  only  to  change  its  character  by  the  pro- 
duction of  a  more  intractable  and  distressing  train  of  symp- 
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tams  and  seqaenccs.  During  this  time  the  breath  becomes 
extremely  foetid  and  offensive,  while  the  nostrils  discharge  an 
acrid,  and  excoriating  secretion.  The  tonsils  present  dark 
grayish  and  deep  seated  slonghs,  sarmndedby  a  ragged  and 
elevated  margin,  while  the  intervening  fissure  is  filled  with  a 
thin  and  greenish  liquid.  The  occasional  expectoration  of  a 
quantity  of  mixed  and  vitiated  matter,  takes  place.  The  vital 
forces  begin  to  flag,  the  external  swelling  of  the  glands  to 
vbibly  subside,  and  the  laryngeal  difficulties  to  proportiona- 
bly  advance.  Stridulous  and  laborious  resperation,  now  in- 
creases with  astonishing  rapidity,  and  partial  or  complete 
extinction  of  voice  ensues,  severe  and  harrassing  spasms  of 
suffocative  cough  succeeds,  great  anxiety  of  countenance, 
with  general  uneasiness,  and  constant  disquietude  follow. 
The  dark  and  discolored  extremities,  with  a  general  duskiness 
of  surface,  denote  an  imperfect  aeration  of  blood,  the  lipe 
grow  livid,  and  the  face  tumid.  The  surface  of  the  swollen 
glands  assume  a  smooth  shining  and  variegated|pallor,  and  the 
struggling  sufferer  sooji  sinks  into  the  stolid  silence  of 
death. 

The  proximate  and  only  cause,  to  which  I  am  disposed  to 
attribute  the  peculiar  malignancy  of  the  disease,  and  its 
laryngeal  proclivity,  is  the  influence,  of  an  unusually  humid 
state  of  atmosphere,  which  has  prevailed  throughout  the  pre* 
sent  season^  combined  with  damp  and  insalubrious  localities, 
thus  determining  an  unwonted  degree  of  degeneracy  to  in* 
flammatory  action,  but  believe  I  am  not  conclusively  suppor- 
ted,  in  the  latter  suggestion,  especially  in  the  opini^^of  the 
residents,  where  the  disease  has  already  existed.  But  I  have 
satisfactorily  ascertained,  that  no  similar  affection  has  ever 
been  observed  before,  in  this  section  of  country.  It  is 
reported  to  be  quite  prevalent  at  some  distance  in  the  acy»- 
eent  country,  proving  peculiarly  &tal,  among  adults,  as  well 
m  ehiMren,  but  I  have  received  no  directly  reliable  representa- 
tion  of  the  fact.  Some  cases  have  also  been  stated  to  have 
in  the  hands  of  our  (German  practitioners. 
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The  nature  of  the  disease,  is  evidently  an  idiopathic  Cfgnan-^ 
eke  Maligna  or  Gangrenosoy  assaulting  first,  the  tonsils,  and 
speedily  extending  to  sigprounding  parts,  and  organs,  and  effee 
ting  an  altered  tenuity^  or  morbid  depravation  of  fluids,  thus 
producing  a  rapid  effusion  into  the  submucous  tissue  of  the 
Glottis,  larynx^  and  neighboring  parts,  and  establishing  aft 
oedematous  distention,  or  sero«^urulent  infiltration,  and  conse- 
quently resulting  in  a  condition  of  inveterate  asphyxia^ 

Ko  post  mortem  examinations  could  bo  obtained,  firom  the 
insurmountable  repugnance  entertained  by  the  friends  toward 
any  de&cement  of  their  dead,  and  no  definite,  or  occular 
pathological  conditions  could  be  disclosed  or  demonstrated. 

The  two  first  cases  I  treated,  were  the  two  only  children  of 
a  family  in  the  central  part  of  the  city.  The  one  a  boy  of 
four,  and  the  other  two  years  of  age.  The  eldest  first  oon* 
traoted  the  affection,  but  not  apprehending  the  malignant 
nature  of  the  disease,  a  saline  cathurtie  was  directed;  a  gar- 
gle composed  of  borax,  myrrh  and  honey,  in  rose  water  or- 
dered with  the  application  of  volatile  liniment  externally. 

But  on  revisiting  my  patient  the  following  morning,  was 
not  a  little  surprised  to  discover  the  augmented  and  highly 
unfavorable  aspect  of  the  case,  and  resorted  at  once,  to  more 
vigorous  measures  to  arrest,  if  possible,  its  further  progress. 
An  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  solution,  was  made  to 
the  tonsils,  by  means  of  a  probang,  which  proved  decidedly 
aggravative,by  an  almost  instantaneous  increase  of  glandular 
swelling  and  frequent  paroxysms  of  violent  and  convulsive 
coughing,  gargles  of  capsicum,  salt  and  vinegar  were  advised, 
to  procure  a  discharge  from  the  foul  and  surcharged  fSeiuces, 
and  a  dilution  of  labarraques  chloride  of  soda,  to  correct  the 
foetor  that  constantly  escaped  from  the  mouth.  The 
most  active  rubefacients,  alternated  with  emollients,  and  ano- 
dyne cataplasms,  were  applied  to  the  throat  and  neck  exter- 
nally, in  attempts  to  relieve  and  relax  the  encroaching  con- 
strinction  and  oedema  of  the  larynx. 

To  arouse  the  already  depressed  and  degenerately  disposed 
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▼ital  forces  to  reaetion  and  roBistance,  the  acidum  muriati- 
cmn  diL  in  barley  water,  qoinine  in  Bolution,  chicken  broth, 
milk  punchy  bark  and  wine,  were  administered  as  freelj  iub 
tiie  ability,  or  ayersion  of  the  patient  would  permit.  Bat 
the  rapid  advance  of  the  laryngeal  contraction  to  sulTocative 
•paffln  and  eabsequent  asphyxia,  soon  closed  the  scene. 

The  second  day  from  die  demise  of  the  above,  the  yoonger 
boy  began  to  manifest  symptoms  of  a  similar  character,  and 
adraaoed  in  the  course  of  twelve  hours  to  a  full  development  of 
the  disease.  I  immediately  addressed  a  strong  solution  of 
copper  to  the  ulcerated  tonsils,  stimulating  and  soothing 
cataplasms  to  the  swollen  glands,  and  a  blister  to  the  nape 
of  the  ne^  astringent  and  antiseptic  gargles  were  directed  to 
the  throat,  and  subsequently  an  emetic  was  administered,  a 
warm  bath  advised,  and  generous  drinks  enjoined,  under 
which  the  faucial  and  glandular  disorder  evidently  improved, 
imparting  a  flattering  prospect  of  certain  recovery.  But  in 
th»  course  of  the  fourth  day  the  laryngeal  symptoms  began 
to  aogment  in  force,  as  the  former  subsided,  and  in  the  space 
of  eight  hours  acquired  all  the  fearful  and  fatal  predominance 
of  the  preceding,  and  soon  extinguished  life  in  like  manner. 
The  nurse  who  was  in  constant  attendance  on  the  above  cases, 
oontracted  the  disease  in  a  sensible  degree,  and  it  seems 
proper  to  mention  the  fact,  that  her  son,  a  lad  of  about  six 
jean,  had  previously  been  afflicted  in  a  similar  manner,  and 
only  recovered  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Donahoo,  after  a  long 
aad  tedioas  convalescence.  The  mother  visited  this  boy 
occasionally  during  his  illness,  at  the  residence  of  his  grand- 
mother, and  may  have  carried  the  contagion  to  the  children 
npon  whom  she  attended  as  regular  nurse. 

The  next  case  that  came  under  my  immediate  observation, 
was  a  fine  healthy  and  robust  little  girl,  about  four  years  old, 
and  the  only  child  of  the  family,  who  had  been  attended  the 
day  previoas,  by  Dr.  Donahoo,  nor  considered  alarmingly  ill, 
imtil  the  succeeding  day,  at  which  time  the  disease  had  as- 
iimod  its  moat  violent  and  aggravated  form.  Various  measnroi 
had  already  been  diligently  but  ineffectually  addressed. 
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Upon  consultation,  we  concluded  to  administer  an  actiya 
emetiCy  to  secure  the  dislodgement  of  an  immense  quantity  of 
viscid  and  glairy  mucus,  which  apparently  assisted  materially 
in  impeding  respiration,  but  its  action  afforded  no  visible  re- 
lief. An  immersion  in  a  warm  bath  was  approved,  but  with* 
out  preceptible  benefit.  Subsequently ,  crushed  ice  was  liberally 
allowed  to  dissolve  in  the  mouth,  and  temporarily  controled 
in  a  degree  the  severe  and  suffocative  spasms,  but  these  soon 
recurring  in  all  their  frightful  violence,  and  manifest  efiusion 
from  enlargement  of  neck,  in  the  region  of  the  larynx.  She 
expired  early  on  the  following  morning. 

Soon  after  this,  three  fatal  cases  occured  in  the  practice  of 
Dr.  Tilden,  beyond  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  resembUng  closely 
the  above  cases,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  in  every  par- 
ticular. 

The  next  exhibition  of  the  disease  I  witnessed,  was  on  the 
seventeenth  of  October  last,  in  a  family  of  four  children, 
ranging  from  three  to  sixteen  years  of  age,  all  of  whom  were 
more  or  less  afflicted,  and  two  of  whom  were  destroyed  by 
the  disease.  The  first  a  girl  of  four  years,  was  most  viru- 
lently attacked,  and  progressed  to  a  rapid  and  fatal  termina- 
tion, on  the  fourth  day  of  its  existence.  The  other  a  boy  of 
of  nearly  three  years,  lingered  as  late  as  the  twelfth  day,  the 
laryngeal  affection  insidiously  approaching,  as  the  glandular 
symptoms  subsided,  and  ultimately,  exploding  all  its  power, 
extinguished  the  life  of  its  victim.  The  patient  becoming  so 
irritable  and  ungovernable,  that  little  could  be  done  for  his 
alleviation. 

The  treatment  adopted  in  the  latter  cases,  differed  bnt  little 
from  the  preceding,  with  the  addition  of  active  vesication 
in  the  one  case,  and  the  free  introduction  of  chlorate  of  pot- 
ash in  water,  to  all  of  them  and  the  application  of  creosote,  in 
the  proportion  of  a  drachm  to  the  ounce  of  water,  and  two 
drachms  Tine.  Lavn.  Comp.  by  means  of  a  camel  hai  r  pencil 
which  I  found  by  far  the  most  effectual  of  any  used,  particu- 
larly from  its  action  on  the  two  elder  children,  who  recovered, 
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it  was  not  attempted  on  the  first,  and  only  imperfectly  on  the 
second  case,  but  it  apparently  meets  the  indications  more 
folly  than  any  other  article  of  my  acquaintanoe,  being  es- 
churotic,  stimulent,  astringant  and  antiseptic. 

Leeches  conld  not  be  procured,  and  I  should  much  donbtW^ 
their  efficacy,  from  the  rapid  induction  of  gangrene,  displayed 
on  the  blistered  surfaces,  as  observed  in  the  preceding  cases, 
the  fluids  being  rendered  so  highly  pernicious  as  to  contami- 
nate an  the  structures  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  disease. 

Cotemporaneous  irith  the  latter  cases,  another  occurred  in 
the  adjacent  county,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Hoyt,  but  who 
arrived  too  late  to  afford  any  material  aid,  but  from  descrip- 
tion was  a  fully  developed  type  of  the  same  affection. 

Cases  still  occur  but  of  too  late  a  period  to  iuclude  their 
history  in  this  dissertation. 


Deaih  from  a  tin  tumbler  in  the  rectum.  By  0.  0.  Qibbs, 
M.  D.,  of  Perry,  Lake  Co.,  Ohio. 

Li  a  late  number  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal^  there  was  published  a  detailed  description  of  a  case 
of  death  from  a  tin  tumbler  in  the  rectum,  introduced  by  the 
patient  himself,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  prolapsus  of 
that  intestine.  The  extracted  tumbler,  was  sent  to  the  Bos- 
ton Society  for  Medical  Lnprovement,  by  Dr.  J.  0.  Stone, 
of  New  York,  and  was  presented,  and  the  account  of  the  case 
read  by  Dr.  EL  0.  Stone,  of  Boston. 

Dr.  6.  Moodie,  of  North  Andover,  Mass.,  was  the  first 
physician  called;  subsequently,  several  phydcians'lind  sur- 
geons were  summoned  in  consultation.  The  hand  and  arm 
were  several  times  introduced  into  the  rectum,  the  tumbler 
aeisedy  and  a  powerful  but  unsuccessful  effort  made  to  ex- 
tract it.  The  blunt  hook  was  pereeveringly  used  but  without 
sacoess.  Division  of  the  lavator  ani,  and  opening  the  bowels, 
were  among  the  operations  proposed,  but  not  performed. 
The  patient  lived  several  days  and  then  died. 


S  Bam  im  ThmNmr  if^  th$  B^ekm^ 

We  eall  attention  to  this  ease,  'beeanse  it  eeems  to  us  Aunt 
a  little  Yankee  ingenuity,  whidi  every  physician  and  surgeon 
should  possesb,  might  have  gowned  the  efforts  at  extraction 
with  success,  and  saved  the  life  of  the  patient.  We  know 
4N^  diat  it  is  sometimes  ea«er  to  prescribe,  as  well  as  to  diagnose, 
far  away,  than  at  the  bedskle  of  the  patient.  We  know, 
abo,  that  such  diagnoses  are  not  always  eorrect,  nor  such 
prescriptions  riways  judicious.  We  loiow,  too,  that  it  is 
easier  to  devise  an  operation,  tiian  to  put  that  operation 
into  successful  practice;  for  instance,  in  midwifery,  when  the 
shoulder  presents,  and  the  arm  is  proli^psed,  it  is  an  easy 
matter  to  tell  the  accoucheur,  if  the  os  uteri  be  fidly  dilated, 
to  proceed  at  onoe  to  deliver  by  turning;  but  it  is  quite  a 
different  affair,  as  we  know  by  experience,  to  put  such  teach- 
ing to  practice,  especially  if  the  uterine  pains  are  frequent 
and  powerful.  Hence,  we  take  this  occasion  to  acknowledge, 
that,  in  the  case  before  us,  our  criticisms  may  be  unjust,  and 
our  suggestions  inappropriate. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  tumbler  was  tin,  and  the 
ani  muscles  capable  of  dilation,  sufiScient  for  the  introduction 
of  the  hand  and  arm.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  cer- 
tainly seems  to  us  that  the  tumbler,  with  proper  forceps, 
might  have  been  crushed  into  a  solid  mass,  of  insignificant 
size,  and  removed  without  difBculty.  Such  an  operation, 
too>  it  seems  to  us,  would  have  been  safe  and  easy  of  ac- 
complishment. 

Instead  of  seizing  the  tumbler  with  the  hand  or  blunt  liook, 
and  using  powerful  efforts  at  extraction,  thus  lacerating  the 
bowels  with  the  edges  of  the  tumbler,  made  ragged  by  efforts 
at  removal,  tbe  tumbler  should  have  been  grasped  by  suitable 
means,  and  crashed  to  a  sdid  ball  of  tin,  and  removed,  which 
could  doubtless  have  been  done,  without  the  least  injury  to 
the  bowels,  or,  at  least,  with  no  risk  commensurate  with 
ulceration  of  the  intestine,  which  must  result  from  its 
detention. 

If,  by  any  means,  this  operation  was  unsafe  or  imprac- 
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tieable,  still  another  expedient  might  have  been  adopted, 
with  a  fair  promise  of  success.  By  the  aid  of  two  tubes ;  the 
Uuger  one,  in  diameter  a  little  above  the  greatest  diameter 
of  the  tumbler ;  the  other  just  of  a  size  sufficient  to  pass 
within  the  first,  with  a  cone  like  extremity,  the  tumbler,  it 
seems  to  us,  might  hare  been  extracted  entire.  The  two 
tubes  properly  arranged,  one  within  the  other  might  have 
been  oiled  and  passed  into  the  rectum.  By  the  aid  of  the 
eone-like  extremity  of  the  inner  tube,  the  anus  might  have  been 
dilated  to  the  sise  of  the  larger  tube,  which  tube  could  then 
hare  been  passed  within  the  rectum.  The  smaller  tube  could 
now  have  been  withdrawn  and  the  tumbler  extracted  entire, 
through  the  superior  caliber  of  the  larget  tube.  Rude  tubes, 
like  the  above,  might  have  been  constructed  of  tin,  to  order, 
on  a  few  moments,  notice. 

In  concluding  our  brief  comments  upon  the  case,  as  above, 
we  cannot  repress  our  conviction,  that  life  might  have  been 
nved,  had  either  of  the  above  procedures  been  put  in  full 
requisition. 


A  Ward  vrith  the  Doctors.    By  W.  A.  Pease,  Dentist. 

There  is  an  intermediate  ground  between  the  practitioners 
of  medicine  and  dentistry,  where  unpleasant  controversies 
occasionally  take  place  between  the  stragglers  and  rear-guard 
of  the  one  and  the  advance  parties  of  the  other.  It  is  true 
the  ablest  practitioners  of  medicine  do  not  desire  the  occu- 
pftncy  of  this  territory,  as  they  see  the  undivided  attention  of 
dentists  to  this  department  produces  abler  and  more  efficient 
practitioners  than  physicians  distracted  by  legitimate  practice. 
It  win  £dl  to  the  province  of  this  article  to  survey  the  dis- 
puted territory,  notice  the  improvements  made,  the  monuments 
erected,  and  the  landmarks  established  by  the  dentist,  which 
be  relics  upon  to  prove  his  capacity,  and  to  furnish  a  suffi- 
cient reason  why  the  exclusive  right  to  the  field  should  be 
veited  in  him. 


10  Vm^sk—A  Word  ufith  the  Doctors 

The  records  of  medical  Bcience  show  little  or  no  advance  in 
the  treatment  of  diseased  teeth  till  dentists  took  charge  of 
them.  No  rational  effort  was  made  by  the  physician  to  save 
them ;  and  when,  from  acute  pain,  his  services  were  indispen- 
sible,  his  efforts  were  directed  either  to  the  removal  of  the 
diseased  member,  or  to  temporarily  allay  pain  by  anodynes 
or  hot  preparations.  Under  his  treatment  the  patient's  teeth 
rapidly  diminished  in  number.  The  hot  preparations  gene- 
rally carried  the  inflammation  so  high  as  to  destroy  the  nerve, 
after  which  the  tooth  soon  gave  way.  The  effect  of  this 
destruction  of  the  nerve  is  decomposition  of  it,  the  generation 
of  a  foetid  gas  confined  in  the  pulp  cavity,  which,  together 
with  the  dead  nerve,  often  produces  irritation  of  the  perios- 
teum, terminating  too  frequently  in  acute  periostitis ;  and  the 
formation  of  pus,  which  must  be  either  absorbed,  find  vent 
through  the  pulp  canal,  or  perforate  through  the  spongy 
process  and  gimi. 

Ho  was  guided  little  by  diagnosis,  seldom  determined  whe- 
ther the  patient  suffered  from  odontitis  or  periostitis,  or  what 
would  be  the  probable  effect  of  treatment;  he  applied  his 
favorite  tooth-ache  remedy  indiscriminately  to  each,  and  if 
swelling  supervened,  ordered  cataplasms,  which  too  often  dis- 
figured the  patient  for  life.  Dental  disease  was  evidently 
considered  unimportant  and  unworthy  of  the  serious  attention 
of  scientific  men ;  else,  why  did  they  pay  so  little  attention  to 
it  ?  Why  bestow  so  much  attention  to  an  injured  nerve  in 
the  foot,  when,  in  the  mouths  of  two-thirds  of  their  patients, 
there  were  naked  nerves  daily  exposed  to  direct  wounds  and 
injury  from  the  juices  of  the  mouth  ?  Are  the  nerves  of  the 
teeth,  in  their  close  proximity  to  the  brain — their  almost 
direct  termination  in  it— of  less  importance  or  less  potential 
of  injury  on  it  or  the  nervous  system,  than  those  of  the  foot? 
All  know  the  wonderful  shock  the  touch  of  a  dental  nerve 
produces  on  the  system,  the  prostration,  the  kind  of  mania 
that  occasionally  arises  from  tooth-ache ;  that  in  some  idiosyn- 
crasies, or  conditions  of  the  system,  tooth-ache  is  invariably 
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foDowed  by  head-ache,  pain  in  the  third  inferior  molar  by 
ear-ache,  and  that  pregnancy  is  sure  to  set  the  nerves  of  diseas- 
ed teeth  on  fire.  Where  else  are  the  nerves  so  exposed  to  direct 
mjory  and  the  action  of  irritants  ? 

The  nature  of  the  treatment,  and  the  amount  of  the  prac- 
t]€e,  is  not  of  so  much  importance  as  the  reflex  influence 
exerted  by  the  medical  profession  on  the  dental.  It  is  this 
gives  cause  of  complaint;  and,  it  is  believed,  it  has  only  to  be 
indicated  to  be  appreciated  by  it  and  speedily  corrected.  The 
effect  of  this  influence  will  be  apparent  in  the  sequel ;  yet,  to 
Qlustrate  it  fully,  it  will  be  necessary  to  enter  somewhat  into 
detail  of  the  mode  -of  practice  now  employed  by  scientific 
dentists,  show  what  they  have  accomplished,  and  what — ^with 
the  co-operation  of  the  medical  faculty — ^they  hope  to  accom- 
plish ;  premising,  in  passing,  that  dentistry  is  now  passing 
what  may  be  called  the  Mechanical  Era. 

A  few  years  since,  dentists  and  physicians  occupied  nearly 
the  same  ground  in  the  treatment  of  the  teeth.  There  were 
bat  few  instruments,  and  they  were  illy  adapted  to  our  wants ; 
and  there  was  no  pharmacopia  belonging  to  or  generally  used 
by  the  profession.  The  dentist  was  synonymous  with  the 
manufacturer  of  artificial  dentures ;  he  did  little  more  than 
extract  aching  teeth,  or,  if  he  attempted  to  arrest  disease  by 
plugging,  it  was  often  so  imperfectly  done  as  to  be  but  little 
more  than  of  temporary  value-— deferring  the  loss  of  the  teeth 
but  a  few  years.  When  caries  had  penetrated  to  the  nerve, 
the  tooth  was  beyond  his  resources.  If  we  consider  the  amount 
of  disease  that  occurs  low  down  on  the  approximal  surface  of 
the  teeth  near  the  gum,  where  it  is  masked  or  difficult  to  dis- 
eover,  even  when  the  health  of  the  teeth  is  a  matter  of  care, 
and  that,  in  those  places,  there  is  but  a  comparatively  thin 
portion  of  bone  for  disease  to  traverse  before  reaching  the 
pulp — ^while  the  accelerating  influence  of  decomposing  food 
on  caries  is  here  the  greatest — ^the  great  loss  of  the  teeth  will 
be  apparent,  eq>ecially  of  the  molars  and  bicuspids,  and  the 
amount  of  mechanical  dentistry,  where  so  large  a 
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proportion  of  the  teeth  are  liable  to  so  common  and  Beriotts  a 
disease,  and  that  disease  is  incurable.  Dental  statistics,  so 
far  as  they  have  been  tabulated,  show  that  the  great  loss  of 
the  teeth  is  in  early  life,  before  the  system  becomes  consdi- 
dated,  or  soon  thereafter.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  the  first 
permanent  molar,  which  cute  at  six  years  of  age,  to  be  so  diseas* 
ed  as  to  be  beyond  remedy  at  nine ;  and  the  other  permanent 
teeth  often  as  rapidly  follow.  Thus,  in  some  1,300  permanent 
bicuspid  and  molar  teeth  I  extracted  consecutively,  82  per 
cent,  were  extracted  from  the  mouths  of  persons  under  twenty- 
fire  years  of  age,  and  31  per  cent,  under  thirty,  and  a  con- 
siderable per  cent,  of  the  remainder  was  for  persons  under 
twenty  years  of  age.  If,  in  addition  to  this,  the  large  num** 
ber  of  teeth  plugged  for  persons  under  thirty  years  of  age  is 
taken  into  consideration,  the  frightful  amount  of  disease  im 
early  life  will  be  apparent.  The  efiects  of  the  extraction  of 
the  teeth  on  the  health,  beauty,  expression  and  identity  of  man 
is  worthy  of  consideration.  If  the  molars  and  bicuspids  are 
extracted,  the  face  is  apparently  elongated  from  the  ear  to 
the  mouth,  an  unnatural  prominence  is  given  to  the  os  molar, 
the  checks  become  sunken,  flabby  and  lusterless,  especially  if 
the  patient  is  of  a  sparse  habit ;  and  if  the  incisors  are  ex- 
tracted the  lip  becomes  depressed,  the  nose  has  an  unnaturd 
prominence,  and  the  loss  of  the  long  and  large  fangs  of  the 
cuspidati  occasion  a  visible,  permanent  depression  of  the  lip 
under  the  alse  nasi,  which  the  pad  or  gum  tooth  can  never 
remedy,  as  they  can  only  give  prominence  to  the  lower  bor- 
der of  the  maxillary  arch.  Thus,  while  the  edge  of  the  lip 
may  bo  bolstered  out  to  near  its  normal  position,  immediately 
at  the  side  of,  and  under  the  nose,  it  is  unnaturally  depressed. 
The  loss  of  the  teeth  adds  ten  years  to  the  apparent  age  of 
the  person  under  ordinary  circumstances.  There  are  several 
serious  objections  to  artificial  teeth,  independent  of  looks. 
Prominent  among  them  is  the  foetor  necessarily  generated  in 
the  mouth  from  the  decomposing  food  and  mucus,  which 
adheres  to  the  plate,  though  use  renders  the  wearer  insensible 
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of  it.    It  is  neyertheless  very  disagreeable  to  those  with  whom 
he  associates,  and  the  tainted  air  he  constantly  breathes  is 
prejudicial  to  his  own  health.     If  a  partial  set  is  inserted  for 
a  young  person,  and  it  is  attached,  as  sets  usually  are,  to  the 
natural  teeth,  there  is  a  complicated  mischief.  The  denture^  is 
attached  to  the  soundest  and  strongest  teeth  in  the  mouth, 
generally  the  first  or  second  molars,  by  clasps,  bearing  on 
one  aide,  or  encompassing  two  or  three  sides  of  the  tooth, 
while  the  base  ef  the  plate  rests  upon  a  semi-elastic  gum  that 
gives  under  pressure.    In  mastication  the  pressure  is  seldom 
uniform  on  the  whole  surface  of  the  plate.    When  the  bite  is 
in  front  on  the  central  incisors,  the  gum  immediately  under 
them  is  compressed ;  but  no  pressure  is  exerted  upon  it  from 
the  cusp  to  the  point  of  attachment,  where  it  acts  like  a  ful- 
cnun ;  and,  in  proportion  as  it  gives  under  the  pressure,  the 
plate  rises,  or  has  a  tendency  to  rise,  at  the  point  of  attach- 
ment, which  produces  one  of  two  things — either  the  clasps 
dide  upon  the  teeth  towards  the  crown,  or,  being  so  tightly 
clasped  around  them  as  to  be  immovable,  they  exert  a  traction 
that  not  unfrequently  loosens  them  or  produces  periostitis. 
1m  either  case  the  clasps  are  admirably  calculated  to  retain 
ibod;  and  their  pressure  upon  the  enamel,  in  conjunction 
with  the  chemical  decomposition  of  the  food,  either  wears  or 
chemically  acts  upon  it — ^producing  at  first  a  preternatural 
leniitivenoBS,  then  a  species  of  dentinal  inflammation  and 
destruction  of  the  enamel.    This  exaltation  of  sensation  is 
often  lilcened  to  the  touch  of  the  nerve.     So  very  sharp  is  the 
pain,  it  is  difficult  to  make  sensible  people,  and  even  physi- 
daofl,  believe  the  nerve  is  not  actually  exposed.     Different 
idioeyncrasies  and  pathological  conditions  sometimes  produce 
or  modified  effects.     Some  teeth  are  so  healthy  and 
they  can  resist  almost  any  amount  of  abuse ;  while 
are  frail  and  can  with  difficulty  be  preserved  under  the 
■ost  favorable  circtmLBtances.    At  present  the  great  want  to 
dctcnnine  the  efficacy  of  many  operations  is  accurate  statisti- 
cal information.    What  we  havo»  is  often  so  imperfect,  was 
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recorded  by  so  superficial  or  interested  observers,  that  mach 
allowance  has  to  be  made  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  So  strongly 
did  I  feel  this  want,  that  in  the  session  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley  Association  of  Dental  Surgeons  of  1854,  I  moved  to 
raise  a  committee  to  gather  statistics  on  the  length  of  time 
natural  teeth  will  last  after  an  artificial  set  has  been  attached 
to  them.  As  chairman  of  that  committee,  I  gathered  from 
my  own  note-books  what  information  I  could,  and  made  seve- 
ral but  partially  successful  attempts  to  enlist  the  services  of 
others.  What  information  I  gained  was  not  sufficient  to  • 
enable  me  to  make  a  satisfactory  report ;  but  it  convinced  mo 
the  probable  average  duration  of  teeth,  to  which  artificial 
dentures  are  attached  by  clasps,  is  not  over  seven  years,  and 
that  in  young  subjects  five  years  is  perhaps  nearer  the  truth. 
If  these  clasp  teeth  are  skilfully  plugged  as  soon  as  a  break 
occurs  in  the  enamel,  it  will  prolong  them  a  few  years ;  but  it 
must  be  recollected  they  are  in  a  bad  condition  to  plug,  there 
is  often  chronic  periostitis,  the  cavity  is  superficial,  annular, 
very  sensitive,  and  covers  a  large  surface;  and  often  the 
whole  surface,  upon  which  the  clasps  rest,  is  injured  or  altered 
in  structure,  and  if  no  cavity  actually  exists  but  in  one  place, 
still,  the  whole  surface  is  so  injured  as  to  be  in  the  best  pos- 
sible condition  to  become  one ;  so  that  much  impaired  enamel 
has  to  be  removed  to  guard  against  accidents.  The  cavity 
generally  occurs  in  the  most  exposed  point.  And  the  plug 
has  to  sustain  not  only  the  usual  accidents  and  causes  to  pre- 
vent its  permanence,  but  also  the  wear  and  strain  of  the  clasp 
resting  directly  upon  it  in  mastication.  When  we  call  to 
mind  that  much  of  the  plugging  in  such  cases,  either  from 
the  inherent  difficulty  of  the  case  or  the  unskilfulness  of  the 
operation,  is  inefficient,  the  short  duration  of  such  teeth  will 
not  be  surprising.  Comparatively  few  dentists  resort  to  the 
naoro  cumbersome,  less  efficient,  and  less  satisfactory  method 
of  inserting  partial  sets  or  blocks  by  atmospheric  pressure; 
^nd  fewer  persons  have  patience  to  wear  them  after  they  get 
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them,  since  the  plate  necessarily  covers  nearly  the  whole  roof 
of  the  mouth,  and  the  set  is  of  little  use  in  mastication. 

The  better  to  keep  fully  in  view  the  conditions  above  enu- 
merated, we  will  take  a  not  very  uncommon  case.  A  young 
lady  of  eighteen  requires  a  set  of  teeth,  to  consist  of  the 
fiwir  superior  incisors  and  two  canine  teeth.  Her  back  teeth 
have  suffered  less  from  caries  than  her  front.  Two  of  the 
most  healthy  arc  selected  to  sustain  the  new  set,  which  is 
inserted  with  all  possible  care  to  prevent  injury.  Let  us  look 
ai  her.  From  the  absorption  of  the  alveolus  her  mouth  is  not 
as  prominent  and  round  as  before.  The  pad,  or  gum  teeth, 
are  sufficiently  thick  along  the  margin  of  the  gum  to  make 
her  upper  lip  correspond  with  the  under,  but  there  is  a  de- 
pression immediately  under  the  nose  that  gives  a  seeming 
pent  to  the  lip.  She  looks  older  than  before.  Her  friends 
declare  her  teeth  are  beautiful,  but  that  she  dont  look  natu- 
ral. Alas,  and  never  will !  Soon  the  teeth  to  which  the  set 
is  attached  begin  to  complain ;  they  have  other  duties  to  per- 
form than  nature  designed  for  them.  Never  very  healthy, 
they  soon  become  sensitive,  the  slightest  touch  to  the  part 
covered  by  the  clasps  makes  her  start  as  if  shocked  by  a  bat- 
tery, and  the  most  cautious  use  of  them  in  eating  is  attended 
with  pain.  To  preserve  them  in  health,  it  is  necessary  to 
frequently  remove  the  set  from  her  mouth  in  order  to  clean 
them,  which  is  not  only  inconvenient  but  often  painful ;  and 
then  the  touch  of  the  brush  and  cold  water  is  anything  but 
agreeable.  Without  the  set  in  her  mouth,  anything  warmer  or 
eoMer  than  the  natural  temperature  of  her  mouth  makes  her 
teeth  ache,  and  also  freezes  and  scalds  the  gum  or  the  roof 
of  the  mouth  covered  by  the  plate.  Thus  she  wears  through 
a  year,  perhaps  two  or  three,  bestowing  ten  times  the  atten- 
tion on  her  set  to  keep  it  decent  she  ever  did  on  her  natural 
teeth.  In  the  meantime  her  stomach  has  lost  tone,  her  lungs 
boeome  irritable,  and  she  half  owns  she  is  nervous.  But  what 
trmbles  her  most  is,  tender  as  her  teeth  are,  they  have  holes 
in  fkeniy  and  must  be  plugged,  or  she  will  lose  them  and  with 
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them  the  set.  She  has  nerved  herself  up  to  it,  the  Rubicon 
is  passed — they  are  plugged.  Two  or  three  years  pass,  the 
tooth  suddenly  break  off,  her  set  is  gone,  and,  at  twenty-five, 
Shakspeare's  congeries  of  '  Sans'  almost  literally  applies  to 
her.  Yet,  she  must  still  tread  the  mill,  and  if  B&e  has  any 
more  healthy  teeth  she  must  again  bow  her  neck  to  the  yokCi 
and  present  them  as  a  fresh  offering  on  the  altar  of  mechan- 
ism, till  finally  she  has  lost  every  tooth  in  her  mouth,  and  ib 
the  happy  possessor  of  a  cumbersome  piece  of  mechanism, 
which,  like  every  other  mechanical  contrivance,  is  continually 
getting  out  of  fix,  and  ultimately  wears  out  with  her.  If  she 
is  a  mother,  we  will  close  our  eyes  to  the  consequences  to  her 
children — the  present  is  bad  enough. 

When  some  future  dentist  shall  have  collected  and  collated 
the  accumulated  and  rapidly  accumulating  note-book^  of 
dentists — as  Maury  has  the  old  logs  of  sailors — a  wonderful 
advance  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  will  be  seen. 

It  has  been  a  favorite  theory  that  the  death  of  the  nerve, 
from  whatever  cause  it  was  produced,  necessarily  destroyed 
the  vitality  of  the  tooth ;  that  it  thereafter  became  a  foreign 
substance,  which  nature  exerted  herself  to  remove.  Thia 
theory  I  combatted  some  twelve  years  since,  being  moved 
thereto  by  pain  in  an  exposed  pulp  of  a  central  incisor.  I 
was  strongly  urged  to  have  the  tooth  extracted,  and  an  arti- 
ficial tooth  inserted  on  plate.  I  refused,  had  the  nerve  des- 
troyed, imperfectly  removed,  and  the  tooth  plugged.  It  has 
given  me  no  trouble  to  this  day,  and  it  is  as  valuable  as  the 
adjoining  healthy  teeth,  whose  nerves  are  healthy,  and  there 
is  no  visible  indication  of  disease.  Previously,  I  had  fire- 
quently  observed  that  the  fangs  on  which  I  proposed  to  insert 
pivot  teeth  were  ulcerated;  at  times  the  discharge  flowed 
through  the  nerve  canal,  at  others  through  a  fistula  established 
in  the  gum.  The  latter  cases  I  considered  the  most  favorablei 
as  in  the  others  the  pivot  would  necessarily  arrest  the  flow 
through  the  fang,  the  discharge  would  continue,  accumulate 
and  produce  the  well  known  consequonees  of  confined  puS) 
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tiU  it  was  either  absorbed  or  a  vent, was  formed  for  its  escape 
through  the  bony  paries  and  gum.  But  I  was  frequently  sur- 
prised to  find  that  these  unfavorable  cases  were  often  manage- 
able,  and  occasioned  little  or  no  trouble ;  that  the  discharge 
that  had  existed  suddenly  ceased  after  the  tooth  was  inserted, 
and  no  swelling  or  other  unpleasant  consequences  supervened, 
and  also  that  the  discharge  per  fistula  disappeared,  and  the 
gam  became  smooth  and  healthy.  Here  was  an  important 
fact.  What  produced  it  ?  Might  not  a  similar  condition  be 
produced  in  ulcerated  teeth  when  the  crown  was  still  service- 
able ?  Was  the  nerve  really  after  all  essential  to  the  health 
of  the  tootL  These,  and  similar  questions,  rapidly  arose  in 
my  mind.  To  attempt  their  solution  I  commenced  on  myself, 
and  with  so  favorable  results  I  have  practiced  it  ever  since. 
I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  inferred,  however,  that  all  cases  proved 
SB  favorable  as  my  own.  There  was  much  yet  to  be  learnt. 
At  times  a  tooth  would  unaccountably  show  all  the  symptoms 
of  acute  periostitis  after  the  destruction  of  the  nerve,  which, 
if  unassisted  by  topical  or  other  treatment,  would  run  rapidly 
through  the  supurating  to  the  chronic  stage,  or  sometimes 
discharge  and  then  entirely  disappear,  when  the  tooth  became 
serviceable  and  seldom  occasioned  trouble.  All  this  time, 
kowevcr,  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  I  was  but  imperfectly 
performing  an  analygous  operation  to  the  insertion  of  a  pivot 
tooth.  The  truth  dawned  gradually.  It  was  not  the  pivot 
that  healed  the  periosteal  ulcer,  or  the  tooth  which  restored  the 
antagonism — ^it  was  the  file  and  the  drill ;  the  file  in  removing 
ail  disease  from  the  surface  of  the  fang,  and  the  drill,  especi- 
aOy,  in  removing  the  dead  and  oiFensivc  debris  of  the  nerve, 
and  all  oBensive,  putrified  secretion  from  the  canal  of  the 
iooih,  as  well  as  the  carious  bone  throughout  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  length  of  the  fang.  Tliese  were  the  true  foreign 
aabsttt&ces  unfriendly  to  nature.  And  I  further  observed  that 
if,  after  the  fang  was  prepared  for  the  tooth,  all  the  chips 
aada  by  the  drill  were  carefully  removed,  the  cavity  washed 
•81^  and  an  ozploring  instnunent  passed  up  beyond  the  drilled 
Vol.  zvn.— 2. 
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portion  to  remoTe  any  chips  pashed  np  into  the  earity,  and 
also  to  remoTe  any  remaining  portion  of  the  dead  nenre,  I 
diminished  the  chances  of  an  accident.  And  I  still  farther 
diminished  irritation,  by  pushing  np  on  the  end  of  the  piTot  into 
the  cavity,  a  narcotic,  astringent,  or  disinfectant,  as  the  caM 
indicated ;  when,  if  there  was  a  discharge  through  the  fistnla^ 
in  a  few  days  it  often  spontaneously  ceased. 

Thns  much  being  gained  it  was  obvious,  that  like  operationa 
will  produce  like  results — that  if  the  nerve  can  be  as  effSoe- 
tnally  extirpated  in  a  tooth,  as  in  the  fang  of  a  pivot  toothy 
and  the  canal  as  thoroughly  plugged,  the  result  must  be 
equally  as  favorable.  To  test  it,  in  July,  1849,  I  had  a 
molar  tooth  (a  mere  shell)  carefully  pluged  on  this  plan.  In 
a  little  time  there  was  a  sensation  of  fulness,  or  pressure,  the 
tooth  throbbed  a  little,  but  all  unpleasant  sensations  subsided 
the  first  day,  and  I  have  had  no  trouble  with  it  since— not> 
withstanding  the  eminent  dentist.  Dr.  Bigs,  who  plugged  it^ 
told  me  I  would  have  trouble  with  it. 

In  making  these  experiments  all  collateral  cases  that 
tended  to  throw  light  upon  them  were  carefully  noted.  It 
was  desirable  to  know  how  far  the  pereosteum  contributed  to 
the  nourishment  and  health  of  the  tooth,  and  how  fSeur  th# 
nerve.  Whether  the  circulation  is  entirely  supplied  by  the 
artery,  which  enters  the  foramen  with  the  nerve,  or  in  part 
by  the  periosteum;  and  what  changes  the  periosteum 
dergoes  after  the  death  of  the  nerve.  Soon  a  favorable 
for  examination  occnred.  A  gentleman,  some  sixty  years  of 
age,  of  a  nervous  sanguine  temperament,  with  remarkably 
fine  teeth,  had  lost,  early  in  life,  a  first  inferior  molar.  The 
superior  antagonising  molar  had  gradually  protruded  firom 
the  socket,  till  when  the  mouth  closed,  it  completely  filled 
the  space  occupied  by  the  inferior  molar,  and  gently  rested 
on  the  gum  of  the  inferior  maxilla.  Consequently  the  gam 
cUd  not  cover  the  roots  of  the  tooth,  and  had  entirely  lost 
its  attachment  to  them  on  the  buccal  aspect;  but  on  the 
lingual,  the  attachment  was  tolerably  healthy  and  fins. 
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I  eould  see  under  the  bifurcation  of  the  roots  on  the  labial 
■de,  and  a  probe  passed  to  the  end  of  the  fangs.  As  the 
tooth  was  then  painful,  and  also  in  the  way,  I  removed  it, 
when  it  presented  the  following  appearance,  riz.:  The  tootk 
was  largo  and  perfectly  sound,  the  pereosteum  was  entirely 
destroyed  on  the  buccal  fangs,  which  were  coated  with  a  dry, 
icaly,  blackish  tartar  to  their  ends,  while  on  the  lingual  fang 
the  periosteum  was  nearly  in  a  normal  condition,  especially 
Oft  the  lingual  aftpect;  but  on  the  side  next  to  the  buccul 
bugs  it  was  highly  engorged,  with  an  ulcerated  margin; 
probably  the  remains  of  the  slowly  progressing  ulceration 
that  had  destroyed  the  greater  part  of  the  pereosteum  of  the 
tooth.  The  tooth  was  split  open  and  found  to  contain  a  healthy 
■erre.  A  still  more  unusual  case  occured  not  long  after. 
The  tooth  was  similar  to  this  one  with  this  exception,  the 
pereosteum  was  destroyed  not  only  on  the  buccal  fangs,  but 
abo  on  the  internal  aspect  of  the  lingual;  probably  by  a 
omflar  nlceration  to  that  seen  on  the  other  tooth.  Thig 
ileeration  had  followed  the  internal  aspect  of  the  fang  (I 
speak  with  reference  to  the  buccal  fangs,  without  enyeloping 
iti  or  injuring  the  lingual  attachment  of  the  gum),  down  to 
tke  end,  there  destroying  the  nerve  as  it  passed  through  the 
ftramen ;  it  had  then  extended  up  towards  the  crown  several 
fines,  perhaps  the  third  of  an  inch.  The  margin  of  the 
porioetenm  was  inflamed  and  presented  much  the  appearance 
if  the  other,  but  the  denuded  roots  were  less  thickly  coated 
with  tartar.  I  observed  that  the  tooth  brought  away  more 
rf  the  periosteum  than  usual.  What  adhered  to  it  seemed 
te  have  a  firmer  hold  on  the  tooth,  to  be  tufted,  and  highly 
vuenkir;  as  if  nature  endeavored  to  compensate  with 
strength  of  attachment  and  activity  of  circulation  for  the 
waat  of  snrfaee. 

On  q>litting  open  the  tooth  it  was  found  to  contain  a  live 
■sme ;  though,  as  it  passed  from  the  chamber  to,  and  down 
the  bvocal  fangs,  it  was  much  atrophied  and  probably  could 
ave  firfived  fnm  want  of  nouridiment.    I  havo 
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gince  extracted  several  teeth  from  the  lower  jaw,  where  the 
pereosteum  was  destroyed  on  one  root,  while  on  the  other  it 
was  tolerably  healthy,  hut  have  failed  to  find  a  Uve  nerre 
in  them.  In  these  cases  the  teeth  had  not  suffered  from 
caries. 

An  interesting  case  came  under  my  observation  some  four 
years  since,  which  I  took  the  more  notice  of,  as  it  was  of 
practical  importance  to  the  individual,  and  tended  to  confirm 
my  views  on  pereosteal  circulation.  Mr.  J.  a  gentleman 
about  45  years  of  age,  active  temperament,  red  hair,  con- 
sulted me  respecting  a  set  of  teeth  that  was  then  useless, 
from  the  breaking  off  of  the  tooth  to  which  it  was  attached 
on  one  side  of  his  mouth,  and  there  was  no  other  tooth  to 
which  it  could  be  fastened.  He  informed  me  he  had  worn 
the  set  some  12  years,  that  it  was  originally  attached  to  teeth 
far  back  in  the  mouth,  that  they  had  given  way,  when  the 
set  was  attached  by  additional  clasps  to  other  teeth  in  front, 
one  of  which  had  now  broken  off.  The  set  was  originally 
inserted  over  the  fangs,  which  had  been  filed  off  a  little  below 
the  margin  of  the  gum,  and  then  thoroughly  plugged  with  tin. 
From  what  I  could  observe,  the  nerve  was  simply  removed 
and  the  canal  plugged  without  further  preparation  of  the 
cavity.  The  plugs  were  still  good  and  they  had  protected 
the  fangs  from  injury  from  the  juices  of  the  mouth.  There 
was  no  alveolar  irritation,  the  gum  was  healthy ;  and  alto- 
gether the  mouth  was  in  an  excellent  condition,  when  the  loss 
of  so  many  teeth,  with  the  fangs  still  remaining  is  considered* 
The  fangs  had  that  peculiar  bright,  clear  color,  that  healthy 
cementum  always  has;  strongly  contrasted  with  the  fangs 
of  the  teeth  to  which  the  set  had  been  attached,  which,  when 
broken  off,  had  been  allowed  to  remain  without  plugging  and 
were  now  hollow,  shelly,  black  and  friable,  surrounded  by  an ' 
irritable  gum,  with  thickened  edges,  engorged  and  bleeding 
at  the  slightest  touch.  I  reluctantly  removed  one  of  tlie 
plugs,  substituted  a  wooden  one,  into  which  I  pressed  ft 
metallic  pivot  that  had  been  previously  soldered  to  the  plate. 
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The  set  was  again  serviceable,  and  probably  would  be  for 
several  years.  The  only  peculiarity  of  this  case  consisted  in 
the  healthy  fangs,  that  had  sustained  a  large  set  of  artificial 
teeth  fur  twelve  years,  and  were  still  apparently  as  healthy 
as  the  day  they  were  prepared.  There  was  evidently  a  low 
degree  of  circulation  in  them,  as  evinced  by  the  bright,  lively 
color  of  the  bone.  During  that  twelve  years  they  had  pre- 
served the  features  from  mutilation,  the  natural  expression 
of  the  countenance ;  and  they  had  also  furnished  a  hard  and 
labstantial  base  for  the  set  of  teeth,  and  prevented  the 
motion,  or  leverage  of  the  set  alluded  to  before.  Altogether 
it  was  a  far  more  serviceable,  beautiful,  natural  and  artistic 
sabstitute,  than  it  would  have  been  if  the  fangs  had  been 
extracted  at  first. 

ThiL«,  having  presented  a  few  cases  out  of  the  abundant 
mattriald  at  hand  to  show  the  value  of  preserving  the  natural 
teeth,  and  that  in  those  bad  cases  which  have  hitherto  been 
comiidered  by  the  generality  of  practitioners  as  hopeless, 
well  directed  efforts  to  preserve  the  natural  teeth  by  removing 
cause  of  irritation  will  be  kindly  seconded  by  nature,  and 
that  they  may  still  be  made  very  valuable  to  the  patient,  and 
far  more  enduring  and  useful  than  artificial  teeth;  and  fur- 
ther, that  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  mechanical  dentistry 
is  temporary,  costly,  prejudicial  to  the  health,  and  destruc- 
tive  to  the  teeth  in  the  mouth ;  tliat  it  requires  more  care 
CO  keep  it  in  order  than  at  first  to  ensure  the  health  of  the 
natural  teeth,  that  it  is  frequently  the  source  of  irritation 
and  tenderness  of  the  gum,  your  attention  is  asked  to  the 
concluding  observations. 

Mechanical  dentistry — the  ability  to  make  a  set  of  teeth 
is  eadily  and  quickly  learned.  A  jeweller  can  learn  to  make 
a  Bet  of  teeth  in  a  day. 

The  skill  necessary  to  save  the  teeth — the  judgment  that 
decidee  when  conservatism  ends  and  mechanism  must  begin 
in  the  mouth  is,  of  slow  growth  and  difficult  attainment    It 
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irequires  medical  knoirledge,  observation,  thought,  together 
with  manual  dexterity. 

The  first  set  of  teeth  a  jeweller  makes  he  can  tell  its  valiie 
and  perfection  as  a  piece  of  mechanism,  as  well  as  if  he  had 
made  a  thousand;  but,  can  he  tell  its  effect  on  the  living, 
sensitiye  tissues  of  the  mouth?  Can  he  tell  which  of  the 
teeth  subject  to  selection  will  remain  the  soundest  and  least 
impaired  bj  the  set  at  the  end  of  three,  and  which  at  fire 
years  T  The  solution  of  this  question  is  surely  of  some  im- 
portance to  the  patient.  There  are  periods  in  life  when 
some  teeth  are  more  liable  to  decay  than  others  modified 
by  the  temperament.  The  teeth  decay  in  pairs.  Different 
teeth  in  different  periods  of  life  and  temperaments,  when 
carious,  offer  much  greater  resistance  to  disease  than  otheni, 
and  there  is  a  great  difference  in  their  proclivities  to  take  on 
pereostitis  or  ulceration.  Tet  the  man  who  cannot  tell  tiie 
difference  between  a  temperament  and  a  temper,  would  not 
be  likely  to  consult  aught  in  their  selection  but  his  own 
convenience  or  purse. 

The  prevalent  opinion  among  physicians,  which  has  spread 
from  them  to  the  community  is,  that  dentistry  is  purely 
mechanical,  that  a  man,  who  can  make  a  set  of  teeth,  ft  a 
dentist,  and  that  in  that  consists  the  chief  skill  of  dental  prac- 
tice. Physicians  by  their  action  as  a  body,  and  individuaUy, 
are  responsible  for  much  of  the  public  estimation  of  dental 
ability,  and  the  value  attached  to  many  operations ;  vis. : 
the  weight  of  the  profession  has  always  been  in  favor  of 
extracting  aching  teeth.  Caries  has  penetrated  to  the  nenra 
of  a  tooth  without  burrowing  much,  or  undermining  the 
enamel,  the  cavity  is  merely  a  tube,  the  strength  of  the  tooth 
is  not  much  impaired,  but  the  tooth  aches ;  without  the  in- 
tervention of  dentists  the  rule  would  be  to  extract  the  tooth; 
yet  by  destroying  and  removing  the  nerve,  the  tooth  may  be 
made  valuable  for  a  period  of  time  if  not  for  life.  After  the 
tooth  has  been  plugged  there  is  perhaps  tenderness  at  the 
apex  of  the  fang,  possibly  absolute  pain.     The  physician 
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eries  ulcermtionl  ulceration  I  foreign  eubstanee  I  dead  tooth  I 
it  most  come  out !  and  so  impresses  the  patient^  that  it  is 
difficult  to  disabuse  him,  and  make  him  believe  the  difficulty  ia 
^nly  temporary,  with  little  likelihood  there  will  be  more  than  m 
passing  irritation,  arising  from  the  efforts  of  the  overtaxed  ab* 
sorbents  to  remove  some  remaining  particles  of  the  dead  nerve. 
Tastead  of  helping  nature  by  stimulating  the  action  of  the 
afaeorbents  and  keeping  down  irritation,  he  adds  fuel  to  the 
fire  by  hot  preparations,  yet  often  after  a  deal  of  grumbling 
die  tooth  gets  well  in  spite  of  him.  Thus  the  physician 
creates  a  public  opinion  unfavorable  to  treatment  of  aching 
teeth — to  conservative  dentistry  in  general;  and  then  be- 
cause  that  public  opinion  demands  mechanism,  he  calls  na 
iMchanics,  and  mechanical  dentistry;  thus  fortified,  like 
Jonah's  gourd,  swallows  up  the  conservative.  It  is  not  strange 
that  medianical  dentists,  conscious  of  their  own  fate,  should, 
like  monarchs,  seek  to  perpetuate  their  succession  and  avail 
tkemaelves  of  the  proclivities  of  the  physician  in  their  favor* 
Tooth-ache  with  them  is  an  ugly  customer,  and  plugs  do  not 
pay;  so  they  adopt  the  maxim,  that  extracted  teeth,  like 
dead  men,  tell  no  tales ;  while  inserting  teeth  is  a  palpable, 
attractive,  walking  advertisement,  and  they  now  have  their 
sign  board  in  the  shape  of  artificial  dentures  in  the  mouths 
sf  half  of  the  women  in  fashionable  society.  In  contrast 
with  thOTi,  here  and  there,  scattered  through  the  land,  are 
a  few  quiet  individuals,  patiently  studying  the  physiology 
a&d  pathology  of  the  mouth ;  carefully  mddng  experiments 
aad  noting  the  results.  Emboldened  little  and  little  by  sue- 
they  have  progressed  till  they  feel  competent  to  pr^ 
re  a  large  class  of  decayed  teeth  for  practical  purposes. 
But,  unfortunately  the  way  has  been  barricaded  against  then^ 
the  community  are  prejudiced  against  large  plugs,  and  the 
vei^t  of  medical  testimony  is  against  them.  The  mechanical 
itntigt  fortifying  hhnself,  inserts  none,  and  for  the  small  plugs 
he  does  insert,  he  charges  so  low,  that  no  one  can  make  a 
I  of  plugging  teeth,  and  thus  acquire  the  sidll  resulting 
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from  constant  practice  and  concentrated  attention  to  it,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  more  difficult  classes  of  teeth,  and  liye. 
With  few  exceptions  good  pluggers  are  only  found  in  cities, 
and  then  often  but  a  few  individuals,  who  are  obliged  to  eke 
out  a  living,  or  look  for  their  greatest  profit  to  their  workmen 
in  the  laboratory.  I  have  frequently  asked  the  most  accom* 
plished  pluggers  how  many  plugs  they  could  insert  in  a  day; 
they  have  generally  answered  about  8,  (a  mechanic  will  in- 
sert 20.)  Now  the  ruling  price  throughout  the  northern 
States  is  for  gold  $1  per  plug,  for  tin  50  cents.  Tin  is  often 
inserted  in  lar^e  and  difficult  cavities  on  account  of  economy 
both  to  the  patient  and  dentist,  and  consequently  demands 
more  labor,  making  the  average  receipts  of  the  honest,  skil- 
ful dentist  respectively  4  and  8  dollars,  according  to  the 
material.  The  greater  cost  of  the  gold  often  makes  tin  the 
most  profitable,  so  that  practically,  the  man  who  brings  to 
the  profession  an  education  worthy  of  it,  and  of  a  professiimal 
man,  must  furnish  an  office,  provide  an  expensive  set  of  in- 
struments, and,  if  he  confines  himself  to  legitimate  practic6| 
subsist  on  hod  carriers  wages;  unless  he  is  fortunate  in 
having  liberal  friends. 

Again,  if  the  cases  I  have  cited,  and  the  premises  laid 
down  are  true ;  which  are  corroborated  by  the  highest  dental 
authority  in  the  land,  then  dentistry  is  conservative,  allied, 
and  nearly  allied  to  the  practice  of  medicine;  and  its  prae- 
titioners  should  be  educated  as  highly  as  the  practitioners  of 
medicine ;  and  they  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
of  the  practitioners  in  the  cognate  specialities,  of  the  snr^ 
geon  or  occulist,  etc.  In  general  this  class  of  dentists  are 
as  well  versed  in  the  theory  of  medical  practice,  as  the  gene- 
rality of  practitioners ;  though  they  may  not  have  graduated 
at  a  medical  college ;  and  their  exclusion  from  medical  society 
is  a  two-edged  sword,  that  cuts  both  ways ;  it  injures  them, 
by  ranking  them  with  mechanics,  and  by  depriving  them  of 
whatever  benefit  may  be  derived  from  the  discussion  of 
medical  subjects ;  and,  it  injures  the  physician,  by  depriving 
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him  of  dental  experience  and  observation.  Dentists  haye 
now  obtained  so  strong  hold  of  the  mouth,  that  they  will 
maintain  what  they  have,  and  soon  obtain  the  rest.  Gonse- 
qaentl J  the  physician  will  see  less  and  less  of  the  disease  of 
the  teeth,  and  the  constitutional  effects  of  it.  Who  then  is 
to  write  the  history  of  the  diseases  of  the  mouth  ?  Who  make 
Ae  discoTcries,  the  improTements  in  treatment,  till  caries 
shall  finally  be  banished  by  discoveriug  and  removing  the 
oauso,  or  rendered  innoxious  by  perfection  in  treatment? 
Not  the  physician  surely,  for  he  does  not  see  the  cases.  Not 
the  mechanic,  for  he  cares  nothing  about  the  teeth,  science, 
•r  medicine,  so  long  as  he  can  extract  and  insert  as  many 
toeth  as  he  pleases.  It  clearly  then  must  be  written,  if  writ- 
ten at  all,  by  the  dentist  proper.  May  not  his  daily  obser* 
Tatkm  on  pereostitis,  inflammation  and  pereosteal  ulceration 
throw  some  light  on  the  disease  in  general?  May  not  his 
£reet  experiments  on,  and  treatment  of  the  nerves,  his  daily 
Meessity  of  combatting  nervous  irritation  on  branches  so 
■ear  and  intimately  connected  with  the  brain,  be  productive 
of  some  valuable  hints  on  nervous  or  encephalic  disease? 

In  short,  shall  the  dentist,  so  far  as  medical  influence  and 
sympathy  is  effective,  be  an  honorable,  educated  member  of 
a  profesaion,  or  an  artisan  ?  Shall  he  take  his  stand  on  the 
Ugh  observatory  of  medical  science,  there  watch  for,  and 
Bake  observations  on  the  transit  of  disease,  and  leave  an 
intelligent  record  after  him,  or  gloating  in  ignorance,  believe 
in,  and  practice  charms,  and  beat  on  a  tin  pan,  during  an 
eclipse? 


Monthly  Report  of  the  poeeedinge  of  the  Cmemnati  Medieiai 
Society.    By  J.  E.  AlKiNS,  M-  D.,  Sec'y. 

The  Society  met  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Wright.  In  the 
absence  of  the  Ptesident  and  Vice  Presidenty  Dr.  Fries  waf 
called  to  the  chair^  and  the  minutes  of  last  meeting  were 
read  and  approyed. 

The  Essay  being  in  order.  Dr.  Cbtwald  read  a  paper  on 
Rhenmatism,  of  which  we  give  a  brief  outline : 

He  first  spoke  of  its  pathological  obscurity  which  as  yet 
remained  unsatisfactorily  explained — dts  distinction  from  isr 
flammation,  in  the  inconstancy  of  its  symptoms;  the  marked 
similarity  of  sensation  produced  by  electric  or  galvanic  shook 
and  the  throbbing  pains  of  rheumatism;  the  states  of  the 
atmosphere  favorable  to  the  accumulation  of  positive  ele^ 
tricity  in  the  system,  and  consequent  vigor  of  the  animal 
functions  as  opposed  to  attacks  of  rheumatism,  and  the  ccmh- 
trary  acting  as  a  general  depressment,  and  under  which  the 
amoimt  of  electricity  is  diminished,  renders  the  body  liable 
also  to  attacks  of  this  disease. 

The  predisposing  causes. — 1st.  The  natural  or  hereditaiy^^ 
or  congenital,  and  the  transmission  of  a  certain  temperamenti 
such  as  the  sanguine,  the  nervous  or  the  nervo-lymphatic 

2d.  The  acquired,  or  such  as  are  produced  by  certain  con* 
ditions  or  habits  of  life  which  disturb,  depress  or  unnaturally 
excite  the  system,  leading  to  depression  of  the  vital  functions 
and  an  atonic  state  of  the  organic  nerves. 

The  exciting  causes. — ^Exposure  to  cold  and  damp,  insuf- 
ficiency of  clothing  and  sudden  atmospheric  changes,  vis: 
from  warm  and  dry  to  cold  and  damp. 

Pecidarities. — 1st.  Its  erratic  or  metastatic  propensity, 
which  is  most  frequently  observed  on  persons  of  the  nervous, 
less  frequently  in  those  of  the  lymphatic  temperament. 

2d.    The  diversity  of  form.    In  some  cases  the  pain  is 
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meoompanied  by  heat  and  redness ;  in  others  by  a  sense  of 
mldness  without  any  variation  in  the  color,  natural  to  the 
purt  affected.  Again  actirity  and  exercise  produce  in  some 
eases  highly  beneficial  effects ;  in  others  the  suffering  is  aggra- 
Tated  by  the  slightest  motion. 

8d.  Its  being  inrariably  confined  to  the  fibrous  tiseuee, 
and  modified  according  to  the  position  and  relation  of  this 
tissue,  whether  forming  enyelopes  for  the  nerves  or  aggre- 
gated into  tendons,  ligaments,  etc.,  investing  muscles  or  form- 
ing coverings  for  the  protection  of  the  different  viscera.* 

4th.  Its  remittent  character  dependent  on  atmospherie 
dttnges.  A  partial  amelioration  of  pain  may  also  take  place 
during  the  day,  followed  by  an  exacerbation  as  night  comes 
on,  or  vice.  ver9a. 

Dutinetion  and  analogy  between  gout  and  rheumatitm. — ^In 
acute  forms  of  gout,  more  than  one  joint  is  seldom  affected  at 
a  time  and  the  digestive  organs  evince  much  derangement 
precussory  to  the  attack,  while  in  rheumatism  several  joints 
are  affected  at  the  same  time,  and  the  digestive  organs  do  not 
indicate  any  great  amount  of  derangement  or  disturbance. 

Ttie  remissions  from-  pain  and  fever  are  more  marked  in 
govt  than  rheumatism.  G^ut,  in  its  earlier  attacks  selects 
the  smaller  joints.  Rheumatism,  on  the  contrary,  attacks 
the  larger  first,  and  only  at  late  periods  it  may  make  its  at- 
tacks on  the  smaller  joints.  Gout  in  its  metastasis,  generally 
ioTades  the  stomach,  while  rheumatism,  in  the  majority  of 
eases,  inclines  to  the  heart.  Oout  in  the  acute  form  is  gen- 
ermUy  produced  by  the  oonstitutionid  excitement  resulting 
firom  a  continued  and  excessive  reg^esion  from  stimulating 
and  highly  seasoned  food.  On  the  contrary,  rheumatism  in 
ilB  acute  form  is  generally  the  result  of  the  conjoined  effects 

*  TLe  diieftM  described  m  irriUble  utenis,  it  a  rhoumatio  affection,  and 
M  Modifications  of  the  irritable  uterus,  we  haTe  dysmenorrhoe,  amenorrhs^ 
«u. ;  and  except  in  malformations  of  the  uterine  apparatus,  the  above  are  all 
iisrssfs  acting  and  dependent  on  the  same  cause,  seated  in  the  fibrous  or 
•hrv  BembraBODS  taxtares  of  the  uteros  or  iU  appendages.  This  also  ap- 
pliM  lA  certain  affsetions  of  the  bladders,  also  to  the  ejr^n  oertain  Tarie- 
tSM  of  fttnlatiag  and  ttrablsmiis. 
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»A  *^/*f\  hiA  th*ti*iurti.  Id  the  clironic  fonn  a  sadden  change 
,^  i/  f,^,*.^*,''HH  will  fiivor  a  removal  of  the  attack.  In  both  di- 
4«vV">  'T  '/.A  ^tnAm\titf\\.\'n\  t^^art  attack  ia  hereditary^  and  found 
,4^  /  M^.^v/  u;ut^f0.rMu{:uU.  Again,  a  patient  recovering  from 
V      ..^  r/'  ihiij  l/«j  iitticked  with  the  other  on  being  exposed 

t'f  /'^r  ';r.'4  44<.«  All*.  fiLlendiint  on  constitutional  disturbance, 
vv'  »•-'  .  M,*«  'liahiH'lioii,  that  in  gout  the  disturbance  is  suf- 
1  .....  i*t  ^itmUtM  I  lid  ilifiiiiHo  without  the  aid  of  any  other 
1 ,  V  «.  V'i*  tu  9  If  PM/Miii^tifi  it.H  <l(Taugcmcnt  is  insuiEcient  with- 
w  »''A  »iri|/'.f  r#.f,i»iM»  ftf  r.old  and  damp. 

7/  '^///f<  11/  0«.hM  III  liliMMl-lrtting,  unless  in  plethoric  hab- 
f.  ..,..*  I  .^,/)>  «,i  y  In  iiifiLmtttiHirt  to  the  heart,  or  where  there 
,■  '  .  -i  '  ..  7  |,  'i' 'ii'lHiQ,  iMii|(M':inliti2«,  or  meningitis,  should 
*s  '  -.,  *..a|.Iw7mI]  tiliiiiij  iilintriiotcd  locally  answering  a  far 
i  A  ^.-.f|.-,.  <.  Mill  iiviMi  ^itii  tluvo  restrictions  general 
}'•    i-*iii  h.  |.MM.uitiiM  mimI   uiguMirmMo  until  emetics  and 

hr-    •      »'U   )<.f*t.   |ii|l|  a   hill    IllliL 

'^  r I  III!  Imiiii  i'I  (Iio  }<ikiu  nud  control  the  excessive 

.>  >  1  ■  ..i.ii.i  .>|ii'ii^(lh^\  (ho  hurfuoo  :&cvonjJ  times  daily  with  a 
i>;l>>u-  II  il  liii.MlmiHtlo  x\(  h^^^U^  Or  tl:lutiHl  hydrocvanic  acid. 

/■Oi..  A.I  ii  hulinnCuto  iW  ilii'i  a;:^;;:,  ;hc  uso  of  which 
III  .1.  •  I.I .  nil  I II  .iiiiiiMo^  th.'  vvT:\.ruui  .lU  uiu  or  white  hellibore 
III  I. Mill  I'l  i>umu(  h(  or  t;uo:ur\^— %  l*sonii;j  :%lway*  that  the 
jkiii  I-  luilaokou  w.l)  bo  t*.  u:;vl  *..i^:\ly  u^ot'ul  iu  the  acute 
ii.i^,. . 

l\.i'  iiut vuaI  u><^  of  tio  ximtr:**  cx^ujuRVxl  wi:h  opium,  is 
to  1  .^ .  .  c  .1 .  %'  .do«l  \  j^ l\u'  :u  4e:$<^:  n :u,;:  i  \\ c  {\a  i  us^  auu  ^uU^(in^  tlie 

i\i.  :..*,*...  .>  A  >jvv.fi*^  in  vVor.n\*!5o  *5uHi>A,*<^  a#  cvr thinly 
a«  *Ai.  v-.s:  .7.  ^^  ;  h-.N  iji.n  .i5r  :«  ^wtr:*,u  i,cv.;i<  v^r  >;:!;  iur  in 
ike  licL 

1*A  «^:  •>  ^woi  if  l^i  .l.?io:i!*^  ViW*,\i  *^^  o\r*^v,;^\  c^i*  vV:dli- 
Mff*  AJ  L">i  :.hc-jj»i:  * .  «i  iiL  a  \  ii«  \^^  j.>  oajlurj:,^  *oi..ia*     This 
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the  remed J  wmj  be  giyen  with  less  firequenc j  and  in  dimino 
ished  qumntity,  oonjoined.  with  opium.  When  thus  used  it 
circulates  to  the  capillaries  of  the  general  surface,  and  either 
through  their  own  structures,  or  through  the  medium  of  the 
nenres  imparts  to  them  a  large  portion  of  their  lost  tone. 

Blisters  should  not  be  applied  over  superficial  joints  in 
acute  rheumatism,  as  the  disease  will  most  probably  be  aggn^ 
Tated  thereby,  and  no  rational  hope  of  benefit  can  be  ex- 
pected from  it  as  a  derivative. 

Opium  is  a  remedy  of  importance  in  this  disease,  though 
generally  used  as  an  adjunct  to  other  moans.  In  delicate  and 
enervated  constitutions,  the  crude  drug  in  powder  or  tincture; 
but  in  plethoric  habits  he  prefers  the  sulphate  of  morphine. 

When  rheumatism  is  met  with  in  malarious  districts,  or 
miasmatic  fevers,  quinine  will  be  demanded  and  may  be  given 
with  the  opium,  but  always  in  small  quantities. 

All  alcoholic,  faty  and  saccharine  substances  should  be 
avoided.  They  prevent  the  due  oxidation  of  the  uric  acid, 
and  its  consequent  conversion  into  urine.  This  is  one  of  the 
results  of  the  blood  being  loaded  with  hydrocarbonaneous 
matters. 

After  the  reading  of  the  paper  its  merits  were  discussed  :-— 

Dr.  Kreuse  said  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  it 
was  impossible  to  give  an  accurate  definition  of  rheumatism 
as  distinct  from  other  diseases.  Even  the  production  of  the 
disease  was  not  a  settled  matter  : — some  say  it  is  produced 
by  cold  and  moisture  or  noxious  atmosperic  influences ;  this 
cannot  however  be  sustained,  as  they  do  not  always  produce 
the  disease,  nor  is  the  disease  always  produced  by  them. 
Again  others  say,  it  depends  upon  a  peculiar  electric  condi- 
tion of  the  skin  preventing  its  natural  secretion,  or  excretion 
of  any  peccant  matter  which  may  exist  in  the  blood-— all  the 
different  humoral  theories  are  to  his  mind  fallacious,  as  the 
changes  said  to  take  place  in  the  fluids  are  neither  constant 
nor  are  they  peculiar  to  the  disease — it  may  be  a  question 
wbelher  these  changes  are  not  wholly  accidental,  presenting 
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no  essential  character  of  the  disease.  To  all  appeikrance  tlbe 
humoral  pathology  is  just  as  plausible  as  that  of  the  Freneh 
physicians  who  regard  it  as  a  simple  inflammation. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  term  rheomatism  and  its 
former  application  to  many  diseases  which  are  now  differently 
classified,  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
term  may  altogether  fall  into  disuse. 

Dr.  Carroll  would  confine  himself  to  a  consideration  of  the 
treatment,  rather  than  to  the  patholopcal  consideration  of 
the  disease. 

Let  us  suppose  a  case,  say  a  stout  healthy  man  suffering 
from  acute  rheumatism  on  the  hip  or  other  joints,  what  would 
be  our  treatment.  VaUos  would  recommend  bleeding  to  per- 
haps four  or  five  pints.  When  bleeding  was  indicated.  Dr.  0. 
bled  from  the  affected  limb  in  the  foot,  when  the  lower  ex- 
tremity was  affected ;  at  the  arm  or  wrist,  when  the  upper 
was  involved,  and  generally  procured  relief  within  24  hours ; 
sometimes  it  was  necessary  to  pursue  this  course  in  both  armi 
and  feet,  from  the  occurrence  of  the  disease  in  all  the  joints 
consecutively.  He  has  found  this  mode  of  depletion  prefer- 
able to  venesection  as  generally  practised,  or  by  leeches—^ 
in  connection  with  this  he  gives  Cal.  and  Jalap  to  free  pur- 
gation, with  antimony;  if  no  rest,  i  or  |  gr.  of  morphine  at 
night,  with  a  few  grs.  of  Blue  pill.  When  the  inflammatory 
symptoms  have  subsided,  the  Iodide  of  potassium  will  be  found 
useful — particular  attentioif  to  the  diet  of  the  patient  is  also 
requisite.  When  complicated  with  malaria,  after  bleeding 
and  purging,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  giving  20  grs.  of  quinine 
with  blue  pill  within  24  hours. 

In  chronic  rheumatism  he  considers  quinine  as  one  of  the 
most  reliable  agents  in  use.  He  did  not  know  much  about 
oolchicum.  Has  used  the  stramonium  in  chronic  rheumatism 
with  benefit — under  its  use  the  skin  acted  better,  and  the 
urine  increased  in  quantity. 

Dr.  Wright  would  refer  to  a  few  points  in  the  pathology 
of  the  disease.    The  Essayist  said  the  disease  was  peculiar 
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lo  Uie  fibrona  iissa^s ;  if  so,  why  did  he  allude  to  metafltasis, 
lo  perecarditifl,  endo-carditis  or  uterine  rheumatism.  Dr. 
Wright  did  not  know  of  any  pathognomonic  symptom  to  dis- 
tingiiish  this  disease  from  Neuralgia.  In  some  cases  which 
presented  all  the  symtoms  commonly  ascribed  to  rheumatism, 
not  to  depletion  but  to  quinine  has  the  cure  been  owing.  As 
to  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  we  are  at  sea,  and  as  to  its 
treatment,  much  at  fault. 

He  has  at  present  a  case  of  uterine  difficulty ;  before  each 
fatamenial  period,  swelling  of  one  or  both  knees,  similar  to 
iheumatism  in  erery  respect,  comes  on.  The  attack  is  also 
aggravated  in  proportion  to  the  uterine  disturbance,  some- 
liinee  involfing  the  shoulders. 

All  these  unpleasant  symptoms  disappear  as  suddenly  ai 
the  establishment  of  the  m^istrual  flow.  Some  years  ago 
had  a  case  of  what  was  called  uterine  rheumatism,  there  was 
ewettiag  and  pain  in  that  organ,  which  was  relieved  by  the 
use  of  quinine. 

Bheumatism  cannot  be  considered  an  ordinary  inflamma- 
tion— its  rapid  changing  from  one  joint  or  organ  to  another, 
ii  sufficient  proof  of  this. 

Dr.  Woodward  said  the  apparent  similarity  between  dya- 
■enorrhcea  and  rheumatism  was  brought  to  his  mind  by 
Dr.  Wright's  remarks.  The  benefit  derived  from  the  use  ^ 
tiie  volatile  tincL  of  quinine  in  this  form  of  uterine  difficulty, 
aa  recommended. 

Dr.  Downs  also  seemed  to  favor  the  similarity.  Indeed 
he  had  frequently  been  the  instrument  of  restoring  to  fecun* 
dity  the  barren  womb,  by  the  administration  of  this  prepara- 
tioD.  One  particularly  he  recollected,  who  had  been  married 
for  18  years,  became  a  mother  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

in  looking  over  the  last  number  of  the  Counsellor,  saw  an 
account  of  24  cases  treated  with  success  by  giving  the  Rochette 
nhi  tin  alkalinity  of  the  urine  was  established. 

Dr.  Blai^kwian  aaked  if  any  eases  of  suppurative  inflam- 
of  the  joints  had  been  observed  following  rheumatism. 
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Dr.  Wright  mentioned  a  case  of  a  child  of  healthy  parenti, 
who  was  first  attacked  with  inflammatory  fever^  then  with 
cholera  infantum,  after  which  swelling  of  the  joints  set  in, 
said  to  be  rheumatism.  A  large  abscess  followed  extending 
nearly  from  the  hip  to  the  knee,  not  involving  the  joint 
however,  but  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  limb. 

Dr.  Fries  related  a  case  of  a  man  who  was  attacked  with 
general  inflammatory  rheumatism,  involving  nearly  all  the 
large  joints.  He  was  treated  by  bleeding,  antimonials  and 
chloroform  liniments  for  15  days.  The  case  seemed  about  to 
convalesce  when  an  enlargement  of  both  thighs  appeared: 
leeches  were  applied  freely,  after  a  few  days  fluctuation  wns 
apparent,  and  the  opening  was  followed  by  a  large  discharge 
of  pus.  In  a  few  days  the  other  presented  a  similiur  ap- 
pearance, but  the  friends  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  have 
it  opened ;  the  Dr.  was  accordingly  dismissed,  and  has  not 
heard  the  final  result.  To  all  appearance  it  was  connected 
directly  with  the  joint. 

Dr.  Quinn  spoke  of  citric  acid,  which  at  one  tnne  was  so 
extensively  used  in  rheumatism. 

The  diagnosis  between  neuralgia  and  rheumatism  was 
generally  capable  of  being  efiected  by  the  application  of 
pressure,  the  one  being  aggravated,  the  other  relieved  by  its 
use.  The  post  mortem  absence  of  the  appearance  of  inflam- 
mation was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  from  the  fact,  that  death 
generally  results  from  some  other  cause.  He  would  ask  how 
it  is  that  two  such  opposite  lines  of  treatment — ^the  alkaline 
and  acid  could  be  successful,  and  to  all  appearance  equally 
so.  He  had  used  the  citric  acid  or  lemon  juice  with  much 
benefit,  one  case  particularly,  who  suffered  intensely,  was 
completely  cured  by  the  daily  use  of  lemons. 

When  complicated  with  malaria  has  found  quinine  most 
useful.     Dismissed. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  papers  of  the  evening  be  hereafter 
laid  on  the  table  for  further  discussion  if  deemed  advisable, 
at  a  future  meeting. 
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^IsDlCAL  Nsws. — ^Dr.  Tate  reported  the  use  of  carb.  of 
aoda  in  80  gr.  doses  continued  for  ten  days,  with  relief  in  the 
treatment  for  asthma. 

Candidates  for  Mkmbebship. — Dr.  J;  L.  Woodward,  by 
Drs.  Walker  and  Atkins,  and  Dr.  F.  P.  Gahil,  by  Drs.  Daw- 


Tkis  being  the  annual  meeting,  the  following  oflScers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  ♦ 

President,  M.  B.Wright,  M.  D., Vice-President,  G.  C.  Fries, 
3L  D.,  Rec,  Secretary,  J.  R.  Atkins,  M.  D.,  Corr.  Secretary, 
W.  W.  Dawson,  M.  D.,  Treasurer,  N.  L.  Armstrong,  M.  D. 

Moved,  That  Dr.  Armstrong  be  requested  to  furnish  his 
annual  report  at  the  next  meeting.     Adopted. 

The  following  were  appointed  Chairmen  of  the  Committees 
CB  Medical  News. 

Dr.  Kreuse,  for  (Jermany,  Dr.  Mussey  for  France,  and 
Dr.  T.  Wood  for  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

Voted,  That  the  Chairman  of  each  Committee  be  directed 
to  enquire  regarding  the  Journals  now  subscribed  for,  and 
report  to  the  Society  at  next  meeting.     Adjourned. 


€attnpu)nut. 


Kenton,  Dec-  5,  1855. 
Editob  Westsbn  Lancst  : 

A   case   has  come  under  my  obseryation  within    a  few 
nontha,  which  I  think  so  peculiarly  strange  that  it  should  be 

^ren  to  the  professional  world.    Mr  D of  Chilicothe,  set. 

65,  has  been  afflicted  with  a  disease  of  the  bladder,  which  has 
Wan  called  by  aereral  phisieiaas,  grarel,  stone,  etc.  for  some 
yaMt.      He  has  triei  maay  remedies  wiUi  varied  success. 

TOL.  ZVIL — S. 


84  JRef^fff$  csnd  Ifbtices. 

Within  two  years  he  has  been  making  constant  use  of  a  paste 
put  up  by  some  physician  in  New- York.  This  remedy  for 
some  time  seemed  to  have  little  effect,  but  after  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  it  bad  been  taken,  there  were  copious  dischar- 
ges of  foetid  and  most  loathsome  matter  mixed  intimately 
with  the  urine,  and  at  times  thick  evacuations  of  sandy  watar 
and  blood.  After  these  discharges  he  rested  more  easily  and 
found  himself  getting  better.  He  continued  to  use  the  medi- 
cine, and  some  months  ago  ceased  having  those  nauseous  dis- 
charges, and  at  the  present  time  enjoys  pretty  good  health ; 
but  the  peculiarity  I  purposed  drawing  your  attention  to,  has 
made  its  appearance  lately — it  is  the  discharge  of  hain 
from  the  penis.  lie  has  drawn  perhaps  five  hundred  hairs 
from  the  mouth  of  the  urethra,  some  of  these  hairs  are  fine, 
silken,  and  black,  and  present  no  appearance  of  roots;  others 
arc  silvery  and  long  as  though  they  were  from  his  head  or 
the  pubis,  but  he  avers  they  come  firom  the  urethra  and  pro- 
duce a  tingling  sensation  along  the  whole  course  of  that  ca- 
nal. The  old  gentleman  thinks  the  mucous  membrane  of  hta 
bladJer  is  taking  the  property  of  hairing  over,  but  as  this  is 
physiologically  impossible,  how  shall  we  account  for  it?  It 
is  impossible  that  they  should  be  received  by  sexual  inter- 
course, and  to  satisfy  ourselves  that  they  cannot  come  from 
the  outside  world  he  has  arranged  an  apparatus  that  nothing 
of  the  kind  can  come  in  contact  with  the  meatus  urinae.  It  is 
a  curiosity  beyond  my  ken.  Yours  as  ever, 

J.  Eren  Naglb,  M.D. 


gtHcfos  anlr  Itoticcs. 

The  Ohsteric  Memoirs  and  Contributions  of  James  T.  Simpson,  M.  D., 
F.  R.  S.  E.     Edited  by  W.  O.  Priestly,  M.  D.,  Edinburg,  and 
Horatio  R.  Storer,  M.  D.,  Boston.     First  Series.     LippincottA 
Co.     PhUadelphia.  1855.     p.  p.  750* 
The  name  of  Dr.  James  Simpson  is  familiar  to  every  attentiw 

stiiilont  of  medicine  in  America.    His  sentiments,  and  the  prinot- 
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pics  which  it  has  hcen  his  good  fortune  to  demonstrate,  are  known 
to  all  intelligent  practitioners  of  the  Obsteric  art.  Few  trans- 
atlantic physicians  are  so  well  known  to  their  brethren  of  this  conti- 
Bent,  or  who  have  contributed  a  greater  nvmber  of  substantial 
practical  facts  to  the  common  stock  of  professional  knowledge  than 
he.  The  opportunities  enjoyed  by  him  of  studying  nature  and 
disease  have  been  ample  and  diversified,  and  they  have  not  been  per- 
mitted to  pass  unimproved.  The  eagerness  w|th  which  the  produc- 
tions of  his  pen  are  sought  after  by  a  discriminating  and  enlightened 
profession,  and  the  reliance  reposed  in  the  results  of  his  labors  and 
inve^Ntigatinns,  are  but  indications  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held,  as  a  successful  practitioner  of  his  favorite  depart- 
ment, a  faithful  and  intelligent  interpreter  of  nature  and  disease,  and 
an  original  investigator. 

With  these  sentiments — ^which  we  believe  exist  gcnornlly  in  the 
mmds  of  physicians — the  profession  of  this  country  will  be  not  a 
little  disappointed  when  they  learn  that  the  work  under  considera- 
tion is  not  a  systematic  treatise  upon  Obsterics  and  discuses  of 
women,  fresh  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Simpson,  but  is  only  a  reprint  of 
the  ''Memoirs  and  Contributions"  which,  from  time  to  time,  the 
author  has  found  leismxi  and  inclination  to  furnish  the  medical  peri- 
odicals of  his  day.  A  majority  of  these  articles,  at  some  period, 
have  in  part  or  wholly  been  transferred  from  European  medical 
joomals — in  which  they  first  appeared — to  those  of  our  own  country, 
a&d  had  an  extensive  reading.  Others  have  not  enjoyed  so  cxten- 
£re  a  circulation,  and  will  bo  perused  for  the  first  time,  by  the 
members  of  our  profession,  upon  the  pages  of  the  present  or  second 
mrief,  which  will  soon  follow  its  predecessor  from  the  press  of 
Lippincott  A  Co. 

It  is  rare  to  find  a  man  of  his  age,  engrossed  in  practice,  who  has 
written  so  extensively  and  ably  as  Dr.  Simpson.  He  has  scarcely 
tttained  the  meridian  of  life,  and  yet  every  phase  of  the  physiology 
ind  pathology  of  the  uterine  system,  has,  at  sometime,  been  made 
to  pass  under  his  scmtiuy ;  and  the  series  of  articles  contained  in 
this  and  the  soccecding  volume  bear  record  of  his  observations  and 
ezperiencp.  Much  elaborate  detail  and  useful  information  will  be 
fjon-i  in  these  pages,  which  order  and  system  would  exclude  from 
a  more  pretending  work.  This,  added  to  a  desire  of  the  etlitors  to 
preteaft  tha  labors  of  tlirir  fayorite  teacher  in  a  more  invitihg 
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and  imperishable  fonn«  were  thonght  sufficient  indncements 
and  apology  for  them  to  collect  and  reprint  these  papers  in  book 
form.  They  enjoyed  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  anthor 
in  this  praiseworthy  labor ;  the  latter  finding  it  necessary  to  re-write 
many  articles.  The  views  and  principles  advanced  therefore  have 
the  sanction  of  authority,  and  will  be  found  to  reflect  the  sentiments 
of  Dr.  Simpson,  as  entertained  at  the  present  by  him  upon  the 
various  subjects  discussed. 

In  passing,  we  cannot  refrain  from  entering  our  protest  against 
putting  up  works  of  the  character  of  that  under  consideration,  in 
meagre,  cheap,  half  binding.  The  volume  before  us  is  in  imitation 
of  the  English  styles,  printed  in  clear  type  upon  common  paper, 
with  the  leaves  uncut.  It  is  a  fair  counterfeit  of  European  works, 
but  a  miserable  substitute  for  the  perfection  and  elegance  which  our 
home  publishers  are  capable  of  executing.  To  the  uncut  leaves  we 
object  more  than  anything  else.  The  labor  of  using  the  knife,  or 
perchance  the  finger,  in  dissecting  up,  page  after  page,  as  the  reader 
follows  the  author  through  an  elaborate  argument,  becomes  irksome 
and  annoying,  just  in  proportion  to  the  interest  taken  in  the  subject. 
Those  of  elegant  leisure  may  find  amusement  in  this  work,  and  th^y 
whose  minds  are  inately  sluggish  will  ei\joy  an  abundant  opportu-  ■ 
nity  for  collecting  their  thoughts  and  drawing  a  long  breath  at  the 
bottom  of  each  page,  while  they  are  mechanically  performing  a  part 
of  the  labor  which  legitimately  belongs  to  the  binder ;  yet,  the  nwin 
who  is  compelled  to  read  au  he  runs  will  experience  little  pleasure 
in  either. 

Three  strokes  of  the  mechanic's  knife  would  have  rendered  the 
matter  in  this  volume  accessible,  and  given  to  the  book  quite  a 
genteel  appearance.  As  it  is,  the  edges,  disfigured  and  roughened 
by  being  torn  with  the  finger  or  cut  with  a  dull  knife  at  best,  will 
accumulate  dust,  and  soon  present  upon  the  table  or  shelf  of  the 
library  an  old  and  uninviting  exterior.  This  is  a  legitimate  sequence, 
or  the  book  must  be  re-bound  before  it  is  available  to  the  active 
practitioner.  But  enough  of  cavil  and  fault-finding.  The  **]VIe- 
moirs"  are  valuable  contributions  to  the  literature  of  the  subjects  of 
which  they  treat,  and  should  be  attentively  studied  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  profession. 

The  Jlrsi  series  is  composed  of  "  special  pathology  of  the  unira- 
prognated  female,"  «  physiology  and  pathology  of  pregnancy,"  and 
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**  natural  and  morbid  parturition/'  Under  tbo  first  head  there  are 
foily-fonr  distinct  articles,  upon  as  many  different  subjects,  in  the 
ag]^regate  covering  three  hundred  pages.  They  treat  of  all  tlie  most 
important  and  rare  affections  to  which  the  unimpregnated  female  is 
especially  heir.  Of  those  which  have  illicited  considerable  con- 
troversity,  and  upon  which  the  profession  is  still  divided,  we  have 
bot  the  time  to  allude  to  the  introduction  and  use  of  uterine  pessa- 
ries or  redresscrs,  in  the  treatment  of  deflections  of  the  womb.  Ute- 
rine sounds  and  intro-uterine  pessaries  are  as  old  as  Hypocrates,  and' 
at  Tarious  historic  periods  of  medicine  have  been  more  or  less  popu- 
lar with  certain  clssses  of  practitioners.  All  the  benefits  that  may 
have  resulted  to  suffering  humanity  from  the  re-introduction  of  these 
instruments,  as  a  means  of  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  certain  mor- 
bifi  conditions  of  thej  female  organs  of  generation,  the  profession 
and  community  arc  under  obligations  to  Dr.  Bimpson  for  reviving 
(heir  use. 

In  dcscribiag  the  early  use  of  these  agents  in  his  hands,  as  a 
meanft  of  retaining  the  "  replaced  uterus  in  situ,"  he  says :  "after 
delect ing  the  ease  and  certainty  with  which  the  uterine  bougie  could 
be  U'le'l  for  the  discovery  of  retroversion,  and  for  the  temporary 
restitution  of  the  oigan,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  most  direct  and 
perfect  method  of  retaining  the  displaced  uturus  in  situ,  would  con- 
kit  in  frome  means  of  retaining  and  fixing,  as  it  were,  the  cud  of  the 
boogie  in  the  uterine  cavity.  I  soon  found  that  the  restoration  of 
rbe  uterus  temporarily,  from  day  to  day,  with  the  bougie,  was 
iuufficient,  and  that  some  more  permanent  means  of  keepiug  the 
QTpkSk  n'plaoed  and  retained  were  necessary.  But  one  primary  and 
important  point  to  be  solved  :  would  the  uterus  bear  with  impunity 
the  prvsence  of  such  a  body  for  a  length  of  time  in  its  cavity  ?  My 
first  experiment  upon  the  subject  I  made  with  extreme  anxiety  and 
great  misgivings  as  to  the  result.  I  watched  the  case  from  hour  to 
hoar  and  from  day  to  day,  and  was  delighted  to  find  that  the  pre- 
tence of  the  instrument  was  borne  by  the  uterus  without  irritation 
or  annoyance.  The  patient  was  almost  entirely  incapacitated  from 
walking  by  retroversion  of  the  uterus  before  it  was  used.  After  thus 
wvaring  a  wire  pessary  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  for  some  months, 
the  so  far  recovered  as  to  bear  two  children,  one  in  this  country  and 
Mother  nbseqnently  in  India.  I  soon  found  in  other  cases,  that, 
wkoi  tlie  iaatriimant  was  once  properly  fitted  and  adjusted,  {i  could 
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be  borne  with  perfect  safety,  and  without  any  pain  or  inconvenienco. 
Occasionally^  I  have  met  with  cases  in  which  the  uterine  pessaries 
have  created  so  much  irritation  as  to  render  its  withdrawal  necessary 
in  a  few  days  after  it  was  introduced.  But  these  cases  have  been 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule,  and  I  have  allowed  the  instrument  to 
remain  in  the  uterus  for  two,  four,  six  months,  or  longer.  Within 
the  past  week  I  have  removed  two  uterine  pessaries,  one  of  which  I 
had  introduced  eight  and  the  other  nearly  ten  months  previously. 
-Jhey  are  not  to  be  interfered  with  during  the  menstrual  period. 
;;%omctimes,  though  by  no  means  always,  a  slight  menorrhagia  fol- 
lows their  use,  particularly  for  the  first  period  or  two  after  their 
introduction." 

The  following  is  the  third  or  last  form  of  pessary  resorted  to  by 
Dr.  Simpson,  and  is  the  one  now  used  by  him :  It  is  made  of  two 
parts — 1.  An  internal,  with  a  stem,  /,  to  pass  into  the  uterine 
cavity  ;  a  bulb  or  ball,  g,  for  the  cervix  to  rest  upon  ;  and,  in  addi- 
tion, a  vaginal  portion  or  curvelinear  tube,  h,  2.  An  exterrud  part, 
consisting  of  a  wire  frame  work,  a,  b,  c,  to  maintain  and  hold  the 


internal  part  in  situ.  This  external  part,  (the  different  parts  of 
the  pessaries  in  the  wood-cut,  arc  represented  somewhat  below  their 
actual  size.  The  bulb  or  ball  is  generally  made  an  inch  and  a  half 
long,  one  inch  broad,  and  about  half  an  inch  thick.  I  have  some- 
times nsod  a  larger  bulb.  When  smaller,  it  is  liable  to  produce 
dilitatiou  of  the  os  uteri,  and  even  pass  partly  into  it,)  or  wire 
frame,  is  about  five  inches  long  ;  at  its  lowest  or  vaginal  portion  it 
is  about  half  an  inch  broad,  and  towards  its  upper,  or  pubic  portion. 
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ir  snddenlj  swells  out  to  three  inohes  in  width.     From  the  vaginal 
flxtremitr  of  this  framo  projects,  at  nearly  right  angles  to  it,  a  flat 
tabular  portion,  c,  two  and  a  half  inches  long,  closed  at  its  farther     * 
extremitj,  and  fitted  to  slide  into  and  fix  the  correflponding  open 
tobe,  A,  attacheil  to  the  bnlb  of  the  internal  half  of  the  instrument,  (;.'* 

After  replacing  the  dislocated  organs  by  means  of  the  uterine 
soimd,  the  uterine  portion  of  the  instrument  is  introduced  into  the 
earity  of  the  womb,  and  the  shaft  c  is  inserted  into  its  8hoath  A, 
ontil  the  pubic  frame  a  adjusts  itself  to  the  prominence  of  the  pubia^ 
If  the  inHtrmnent  is  found  to  press  unpleasantly  upon  any  part  am^ 
die  otero-vaginal  tract  or  external  oi-gans,  it  can  be  relieved  by 
bending  the  wires  until  the  direction  is  changed,  and  the  suffering  is 
iriieved.  "The  time,"  says  Dn  Simpson,  "during  which  it  ia  re- 
quired to  be  worn,  in  order  to  effect  a  cure,  varies  in  different  cases 
from  one  to  two  weeks  to  as  many  months.  The  recent  or  chronic 
ckiracter  of  the  case,  and  particularly  the  degree  of  the  tendency  to 
retroversion,  are  our  principal  guides  on  this  head." 

The  above  method  of  treating  uterine  deflections  has  never  re- 
ceived very  much  favor  from  the  great  body  of  the  profession,  either 
in  Europe  or  America.  The  occasional  utility  of  the  iutro-uteiine 
penary  has  been  demonstrated  beyond  perad venture  by  some  of  the 
B04t  sagmdons  and  trustworthy  practitioners  of  the  present  age  ;  yet, 
from  a.«»me  unaccountable  reason,  the  benefits  represented  to  follow 
jt«  judicious  use  have  rarely  been  tested  in  private  practice.  M.  Yal- 
fcix,  one  of  the  most  able  and  successful  uterine  practitioners  of 
France,  habitnally  uses  a  modification  of  Simpson's  i-edresser,  with 
narkcil  benefit  an.l  success  to  his  patients.  The  apparont  inattcn- 
rioa  to  the  claims  of  this  method  of  treating  aflections  of  the  womb 
wsnlts  from  two  causes  :  theone,  connected  with  the  oigan  itself,  and 
ti^j  other  growing  out  of  illegitimate,  rancorous  hostility,  which 
certain  professional  magnates  are  wont  to  wage  against  anything  new 
vhich  emanates  from  the  labors  or  pen  of  Dr.  Simpson.  Tlierc  is  a 
fery  pi^neral  impression  prevailing  throughout  the  ranks  of  medical 
mm,  that  the  uterus  will  not  tolortftc  the  existence  of  any  foreign 
nib«tance  in  contact  wiUi  the  mucous  membrane  of  its  interior  sur- 
fsre,  for  any  consitierable  periwl,  without  being  followed  by  serious 
oc  fatal  results.  When  positive  violence  is  not  done  to  the  integrity 
af  tiie  organ  by  the  uterine  sound,  in  a  rational  or  philosophical 
■sped  of  ths  subject,  wc  can  conceive  of  no  good ^  and  sufficient 
wAkj  unfavorable  conaequenccs  should  uniformly  or  even 


i 


40  JZmaiot  and  Ndttee^ 

generally  follow  the  mtrodaQtio&  of  this  lAstmrneiit.  Nor  u  such 
the  case.  The  CnandB  of  this  practioe  Msve  xm,  with  commendable 
^  frankness,  that  occasionally  irritation  is  superinduced  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  demand  the  early  lemoyal  of  the  instrument  And  two 
or  more  cases  have  been  reported  by  those  hostile  to  the  uterina 
pessary,  in  which  the  patients  died  from  tha  results  of  the  instru- 
ment. We  are  of  opinioai  that  the  death  of  these  patients  was  not  a 
Intimate  sequence  of  the  pessary,  and  if  80»  the  gentlemen  under 

C^  ose  care  the  cases  ooouned  were  highly  censurable  for  allowing  the 
trument  to  irritate,  inflame,  and  burrow  in  the  uterine  walk  befoie 
it  was  removed.  Local  and  constitutional  disturbance,  which  if 
allowed  to  go  on  unrobuked  might  even  prove  fatal  to  the  patient,, 
is  often  found  to  follow  the  use  of  vaginal  pessaries ;  and  yet,  those 
who  are  loudest  in  their  denunciations  of  the  uterine  instrument,  do 
not  discard  the  former  on  account  of  these  occasional  unfavorable 
phenomena,  but  urge  upon  the  judicious  use  of  the  agent  in  cases  of 
procedencia  uteri.  K  these  objections  to  the  use  6[  the  uterine  re- 
dresser  are  imfounded,  and  the  instrument  can  be  worn,  it  certainly 
furnishes  the  best  and  only  direct  mechanical  means  of  retaining  tl» 
displaced  oi^gan  in  its  normal  condition.  We  think  that  there  la 
an  unwarrantable  and  unfounded  delicacy,  and  fear  of  evil,  resulting 
from  the  careful  manipulation  of  the  uterus,  both  in  the  gravid  and 
unimpregnated  state. 

The  second,  and  perhaps  greater  reason,  why  the  intro-uterine 
pessary  has  never  been  introduced  into  more  general  use  is,  that 
such  men  as  Dr.  Robert  Lee  of  London,  who  instinctively  opposes 
Dr.  Simpson  in  everything,  with  all  the  fierceness  and  rancor  which 
wounded  pride  and  a  deep-seated  jealousy  could  invent,  and  M.  Yel- 
peau  and  Prof.  Cruveilhier  of  Paris,  combat  and  ridicule  the  agent 
in  unmeasured  terms.    Their  joint  influence  is  mighty. 

"  I  have  never,"  says  Sir  Charies  Clark,  **  seen  a  single  instance 
in  which  the  laws  of  nature  have  changed,  believing  the  law  of 
nature  to  be  that  parturition  should  take  place  forty  weeks  after 
conception."  Such  professioiftd  evidence  as  the  above  has  legally 
fixed  the  term  of  pregnancy  to  40  weeks  or  280  days.  Actual  ex- 
perience and  accumulating  knowledge  are  fast  robbing  this  theory  of 
its  strength,  and  will  soon  demonstrate  it  to  be  false  and  fabulous* 
Wo  have  long  been  skeptical  in  reference  to  the  unalterable  laws 
which  medical  jurists  enact  for  the  term  of  gestation.  It  has  neither 
i^iudogy,  logic,  philosophy  or  experience  to  sustain  it.    Why  the 
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t 
kws  goyeming  tbe  tenn  of  pregnancy  in  the  bnman  female  should  be 
more  iinemng  inlimiting  ntero-gestation  to  a  particular  number  of 
days  and  hours,  while,  in  the  vast  dominions  of  tbe  animal  and  vege* 
table  kingdoms  beside,  there  are  none  others  to  be  found  like  unto  them, 
has  ever  been  to  us  an  enigma  and  stnmbling-block.  Twin  buds  upon 
the  same  stalk  will  seldom  flower  and  fall  simultaneously.  All  the 
dasters  upon  the  vine  will  not  mature  at  the  same  time.  Trivial 
circomstances  may  produce  the  variation.  The  rabbit  and  cow  vary 
constantly  in  their  term  of  gestation.  Then  why  should  not  the 
homan  rabject  also  be  infloenoed  by  some  incidents  similar  to  thos^ 
of  other  organized  beings,  even  though  th&  latter  be  lower  in  the 
■eale  of  vital  existence.  It  is  quite  rational  to  8upix)8e  that  the 
kws  influencing  and  determining  the  period  of  pregnancy  in  the 
homan  female  are  subject  to  all  these  variations,  which  we  constantly 
witTwss  in  the  lower  order  of  beings  around  us. 

In  alluding  to  the  duration  of  human  pregnancy.  Dr.  Simpson 
says :  "  some  physicians  of  the  present  day  still  hold  that  the  laws 
of  nature  are  quite  fixed  in  this  respect,  and  that  human  pregnancy 
mtxer  exceeds  the  term  in  question — 280  days.  Wc  have,  I  believe, 
however  now,  sufficient  physiological  and  obsterical  evidence  accumu- 
late>l  to  prove — 1,  That  this  doctrine  regai-ding  the  ultimate  length 
of  gciitation  is  incorrect ; — 2,  That  the  term  of  human  pregnancy  is 
not,  OS  a  general  law,  so  very  definite  and  precise  as  many  practi- 
tiooens  suppose  it  to  be  ;  and — 3,  That  the  deviations  from  it,  both 
IB  the  way  of  diminution  and  excess  of  time,  are  far  more  common 
than  lA  supposed  to  be  among  members  of  the  profession  at  large.'' 

The  ibllowing  interesting  table  Dr.  Simpson  deduces  from  the 
leoonkd  cases  of  Lord  Spencer  and  M.  Tcssier  upon  the  cow,  where 
the  precise  period  of  impregnation  was  noted,  from  a  single  intcr- 
eoorie  with  the  bull : — 

p0r  eentage  of  different  periods  of  gestation  in  the  cow. 


PAYS. 

8FEXCEB. 

TESKIEB. 

From  252d  to  259th 

1.60 

1.05 

"    260th  "  266th 

0.55 

1.40 

••    267th  "  273d 

2.08 

8.91 

"    274th  "  280th 

16.63 

29.02 

••    28l8t  •'  287th 

52.27 

35.31 

"    288th  "  294th 

23.18 

18.36 

"    298nl  "  30l8t 

2.12 

4.72 

"    802d    "  32l8t 

0.93 

1.22 

37th 
88th 
89th 
40th 
41«t 
42Bd 
43id 
44th 
WBti  vpwnds. 
Tlia  torn  olvtoo-gesUAion  m  the  cow  is  set  down  at  forty  weeks. 
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the  game  as  tliat  in  tho  human  female.  The  results  of  the  above 
tabular  statiKtice  show  a  remarkable  variation,  jret  thej  are  quite  a0 
uniform  as  the  tables  drawn  from  the  reported  cases  of  Drs.  Mur* 
phy,  Morriman  and  Reed,  upon  human  subjects,  which  in  the  aggre- 
gate amount  to  780.  To  us  it  appears  utterly  impossible  to 
demonstrate  the  period  of  conception,  and  consequently,  the  actual 
term  of  utero-gestation  either  in  woman  or  the  lower  order  of  ani* 
mals.  There  must  be  an  appreciable  interval  between  the  period  of 
copulation  and  conception  proper.  It  is  not  impossible  for  this  to 
Amount  even  to  days,  and  perhaps  a  week,  or  even  longer.  Time 
IS  necessary  for  the  sperm  all  to  travel  from  the  vagina,  where  it  is 
deposited,  by  the  male  oi^an,  through  the  uterus  and  fallopian  tube 
to  the  ovaria,  where  it  is  admitted  that  it  must  frequently  come  in 
contact  with  the  germ  cell,  before  impregnation  can  by  any  possible 
means  tftko  place.  And,  even  could  it  be  demonstrated  when  this 
actually  occurs,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  same  number  of  days  are 
necessary  in  a  given  number  of  cases  for  the  economy  to  elaborate 
and  produce  a  mature  offspring. 

There  are  very  many  other  subjects  which  we  had  marked  in 
reading  this  interesting  book,  for  the  purpose  of  alluding  to  them 
somewhat  in  detail ;  but  we  must  conclude  by  giving  place  to  Dr. 
Simpson's  speculations  upon  the  cause  which  terminates  utero- 
gestation  at  or  about  the  40th  week. 

"The  cause  why  parturition  genei-ally  comes  on  in  the  human 
female  from  the  274th  to  the  280th  day,  has  been  much  debated 
among  physiologists  and  accoucheurs ;  and  perhaps  a  knowledge  of 
it  may  be  necessary  before  we  can  understand  all  the  circumstances 
which  lead  to  the  frequent  irregularities  and  occasional  prolongation 
of  pregnancy.  I  would  venture  to  suggest  that,  in  the  human 
female,  the  exciting  cause  of  parturition  is  to  be  traced  to  changes 
going  on,  or  rather  accomplished,  between  the  uterus  and  its  decidu- 
ous lining ;  which  changes  lead  to  parturition,  when  they  have 
proceeded  so  far  as  to  effect  the  necessary  amount  of  disintegration 
and  separation  between  the  relatively  atlacheil  surfaces  and  decidua. 
These  changes  in  the  connection  between  the  decidua  and  uterus 
seem  analagoiis  to  the  so-called  fatty  degeneration  which  occurs  in 
effete  and  worn-out  structures  in  other  parts  oi  the  body.  The 
changes  of  toxtural  degeneration  and  separation  are  not  necessarily 
accomplished  with  precision  to  a  certain  fixed  day,  and  hence  I 
believe  the  very  great  irregularity  whioh  we  have  seen  in  the  preced- 
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ivg  tables  to  exist,  in  relation  to  the  time  at  which  parturition 
supervenes  after  impregnation." 

It  is  true  that  the  connecting  medium  which  unites  the  dicidua 
to  the  lining  surfaco  of  the  womb,  must  be  dissolved  before  the 
former  can  come  away,  and  that,  in  severing  the  union  of  these 
Rirfaces  by  artificial  means,  expulsion  of  the  contents  of  the  womb 
ft^ows  at  no  very  remote  period  ;  yet,  from  the  foregoing  it  docs 
not  follow  as  an  inevitable  sequence  that  decadence  of  this  uniting 
medixim  nniformly  stands  to  parturition  in  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effiKrt.  Labor  can  bo  induced  by  rupture  of  the  membranes,  without 
in  any  material  manner  disturbing  the  utcro-decidual  medium.  But, 
gimnting  that  these  textnrul  degenerations  are  the  cause  of  parturi- 
tion, the  nltimate  que«;tion  is  no  nearer  solved  than  in  the  beginning. 
It  is  only  adding  another  mysterious  link  to  the  already  mysterious 
mod  incomprehensible  chain  of  reproduction,  whose  origin  and  ter- 
mination are  htill  obscured  by  the  chief  of  mysteries.  What  law  is 
it  th  jt  will  produce  sufticient  **  decay  and  disintegration  of  the  rela- 
tivrly  attached  smfaces  of  the  decidua  and  uterus"  to  a  given  day, 
with  EofBcient  uniformity  to  entitle  it  to  the  consideration  of  a 
general  mle. 

In  tlie  economy  of  organized  beings,  we  find  no  analogy  to  sustain 
tiu8  assumption.  The  exceptions  to  the  rule  of  parturition  taking 
place  at  or  abont  the  280th  day  after  copulation,  are  urgcil  by  Dr. 
Simp«on  in  favor  of  his  theory ;  claiming  that  it  is  a  premature  or 
^layeti  decadence  of  the  decidno-uterine  medium,  as  the  case  falls 
fhort  or  i.s  prolongeil  beyond  the  regular  term  of  gestation.  To  us, 
k  would  be  more  rational  to  suppose  that  the  term  of  pregnancy 
was  uniform,  and  the  irregularities  in  the  termination  resulted  from 
a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  precise  period  at  which  there  was  a 
raion  of  the  contents  of  the  S2)erm  and  germ  cells  ;  before  which, 
fODCcption  proper  cannot  possibly  exist.  We  have  l)efore  intimated 
Uiat  thitf  time  is  variable.  Each  of  thei>e  theories  are  subject  to  insnr- 
BoinitaMe  objections,  which,  with  our  present  st^te  of  knowledge, 
WB  cannot  explain  away.  The  law  which  puts  an  end  to  utero- 
ppftation,  appears  to  be  nothing  more  than  an  exemplification  of 
U^  same  power,  or  continoation  of  the  identical  rule,  which  cause.* 
ihc  fruit  to  mature  and  fall,  or  the  ovaria  to  extricate  from  their 
iwfaoe  a  mature  ovnm  at  monthly  intervals.  What  this  power  is 
w«  will  not  attempt  to  explain.    For  sa'e  by  Moore,  Wilstach  &  Co. 

Dayton.  (Miio.  H.  G.  C. 
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Clime<d  Lectures  on  Surs^ery.    Bj  M.  Nklatov.    From  Notes  taken 

by  Walter  F.  Altee,  M.  D.    Philadelplda :  J.  B.  Lippincott  ft 

Co.  1855. 

From  the  deservedly  high  reputation  of  M.  Ndaton,  as  a  clinical 
teacher  and  operating  surgeon,  notes  of  his  lectures  must  be  very 
acceptable  to  a  laige  circle  of  practicing  smgeons  in  the  United 
States.  The  French  are  distinguished  for  the  aoemracy  of  thdr 
diagnosis,  and  their  faithful  descriptions  of  the  characterifltic  features 
of  diseases,  though  we  believe  it  is  generally  admitted  that  their 
practice  is  not  as  successful  as  that  of  English  and  American  Bur- 
geons. This,  however,  may  be  the  result  of  other  causes  than  a 
want  of  skill.  The  Hospital  practice  in  Paris  is  chi^y  ooi^ed  to 
the  dregs  of  a  population  that  is  proverbially  prone  to  vice ;  and 
the  iniquities  o(the  parent  have  visited  the  ofibpring  through  so  numy 
generations,  that  their  constitutions  succumb  to  disease,  though  as* 
sisted  by  the  best  skill,  sooner  than  where  a  stricter  code  of  morals  is 
observed. 

Another  cause  of  the  fatality  of  their  surgical  eases  is  found  in  their 
badly  constructed  and  badly  ventilated  Hospital-buildings ;  and,  aa 
this  fact  may  be  of  some  local  interest  to  our  friends  in  and  about 
Cincinnati,  we  will  give  some  of  the  remarks  of  M.  Nelaton  on  the 
subject.  On  page  S05,  in  speaking  of  the  poH  mortem  appearances 
of  a  case  that  had  died  after  an  amputation,  M.  Nelaton  makes  the 
following  remarks: — "Things  have  come  to  such  a  point,  that 
really  I  am  forced  to  ask  myself  the  question,  whether  morally  I 
ought  to  undertake  such  operations  in  this  Hospital ;  and  it  is  not 
the  only  one  in  Paris  where  the  mortaJity  is  so  fri^tful — radical 
reforms  are  needed  in  all.  Ofedl  the  caees  operated  upon,  hy  empuf- 
tation,  in  the  preceding  twelve  numike,  only  two  have  been  eaved,^* 

Again,  on  page  807,  while  discussing  the  propriety  of  an  ampo- 
tation  in  another  case,  he  objects  to  the  operation,  by  saying  that 
*' amputations  succeed  horribly  in  this  Hospital,  and  I  believe  they  do 
no  better  in  the  other  Hospitals  in  Paris  ;  oidy  the  surgeons  will  not 
eon/ess  it." 

Now  we  are  not  a  little  surprised  to  meet  with  such  assertions 
falling  from  the  lips  of  such  indisputable  authority  ;  for,  within  the 
past  two  or  three  years,  we  have  had  the  Hospitals  of  Paris  held  up 
before  our  "  mind's  eye,"  as  models  of  perfection,  by  some  of  the 

**  traveled "  who  have  exhibited  so  much  concern  for  our 

own  Commercial  Hospital.    We  are  now  suspicious  that  they  have 
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thinned  their  soles  (sonls)  more  in  promenading  the  Boulevards 
than  in  walking  the  wards  of  the  great  Ilospitals  with  which  thej 
seem  to  be  so  familiar. 

The  notes  of  M.  Nelaton's  lectures  is  a  highly  instructive  work, 
and  will  doubtless  meet  with  a  ready  and  extensive  sale. 

For  sale  by  Troman  <fe  Bpoffbrd. 


Clinical  Lertures  on  Paralysis,  Diseases  of  the  Brain,  and  other 
AWections  of  the  Xervous  System,  By  Robert  Bently  Todd, 
M,  D.,  F.  U.  S.  Physician  to  King's  College  Hospital.  Phila- 
delphia: Lindsay  4  Blackiston.  1855. 

This  work  ia  composed  of  a  series  of  lectures  that  were  delivered 
in  the  Theatre  of  King's  College  Hospital,  during  the  last  ten  years. 
The  well  known  reputation  of  Mr.  Todd  as  a  clinical  teacher,  viewed 
in  connection  with  the  large  nnmber  of  cases  always  under  his  chaige, 
snut  give  to  this  book  a  deep  interest  with  those  engaged  in  the 
trentment  of  affections  of  the  nervous  system.  He  enters  into  a  full 
dia^usfiion  of  the  various  diseases  of  the  brain  and  nei^ous  system, 
and  his  remarks  are  highly  illuminated  by  the  light  that  has  been 
thrown  on  the  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the  nerves  and  brain 
by  the  microscope. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  <fe  Co. 


Physiological  ChenMtry.  By  Professor  C.  G.  Lehuann.  Translated 
from  the  second  edition  by  George  E.  Day,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S., 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  and  Professor  of 
Medicine  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews.  Edited  by  R.  E. 
RuGKBn,  M«  D.9  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  With  Illustrations, 
aelected  from  Fnnke's  Atlas  of  Physiological  Chemistry,  and  an 
A  ppcndix  of  Platee.  Complete  in  Two  Volumes.  Philadelphia : 
Blanchard  ^  Lea.  1855. 

Tbe  science  of  Chemistry  has  rapidly  advanced  in  the  accumula- 
tiott  of  facta  in  the  last  few  years,  but  in  thn  department  of  Physio- 
logiod  Chemistry  the  numerous  developments  make  this  era 
anpncpvleiited.  Tlie  Germans  have  been  singularly  successful  in 
tWir  lavestigadonB,  and  may  justly  claim  precedence  before  all 
ockera  in  the  Tahie,  importance,  and  variety  of  their  discoveries. 
TW  names  of  Liebig,  Ladwig,  and  Schonbein,  have  been  pro- 
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iiounce<l  with  respect  in  every  lectiire-room  and  laboratory  wLere 
tho  science  of  chemistry  is  tanght,  and  their  investigations  have 
bhed  a  lustre  around  their  names,  and  the  science,  which  must  be 
alike  perpetual  to  both  ;  but  we  are  assured  from  the  character  of  tbe 
work  now  before  us,  that  Prof.  Lehman  is  not  inferior  to  the  best  in 
hiri  favorite  department,  and  that  his  name  will  soon  occupy  as 
prominent  a  position  in  the  estimation  of  the  Profession  in  America 
as  those  of  his  distinguished  compeers. 

**  Lehman's  Physiological  Chemistry"  contains  eleven  hundred 
and  eighty  8vo  pages.  The  text  is  fully  illustrated  by  clean  accu- 
rate wooil-cuts,  introduced  wherever  required  throughout  the  work, 
in  both  volumes  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  second  volume  are  twenty- 
four  beautiful  plates,  showing  microscopic  views  of  the  various 
tissues  of  the  human  body,  and  the  crystaline  formations  that 
appear  in  the  urine  and  other  secretions. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  a  more  complete  and  valuable  work — or  one 
that  presents  the  whole  science  in  its  present  state  so  well — cannot 
be  found. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  is  Go. 
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We  find  in  the  "  American  Medical  Monthly"  a  report  of  some 
exceedingly  interesting  "Practical  Lectures  on  Military  Surgery," 
delivered  at  the  New  York  Medical  College,  by  Isidor  Gluck,  M.  D., 
Chief  Sui-geon  to  the  Hungarian  Hnssars,  and  to  various  Hospitals 
during  the  late  war  in  Hungary,  <&c. ,  drc.  His  description  of  the 
mode  of  using  Gypsum  or  Stucco  bandages  in  the  treatment  of  frac- 
tures on  the  field  of  battle,  will  suggest  to  the  ingenious  surgeon  the 
«X8c  of  such  dressings  in  civil  practice. 

Gypsum  or  Stucco  Bandages. 
**  Although  even  in  compound  fractures,  where  the  wounded  pkoe 
has  to  be  left  uncovered,  the  application  of  Scutin's  starch  bandage 
answers  this  purpose  best,  still  there  are  some  objections  to  its  being 
^^sed  in  the  field,  or  even  in  the  hospital. 
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1 .  It  dries  too  slowly,  and  cannot  replace  therefore  immediately 
manna]  extension,  that »  required  in  order  to  retain  the  ends  of 
the  broken  bone  in  mntnal  contact.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to 
OM?  ma  .-bines  or  apparatus  till  the  bandage  becomes  dry  for  24-48 
hours. 

*1.  'ilie  (hickne:  i  of  the  walls  of  the  bandage  diminishes,  while 
tfa*?  bandage  becomes  dry,  and  thns  receding  somewhat  from  the 
limb,  cannot  M^rve  inntcad  of  the  manual  extension. 

3.  Tht?  application  of  the  starch  bandage  costs  on  the  field  mnch 
thne  and  trouble.  The  limb  must  first  of  all  l)e  surrounded  by  a 
poller,  then  covered  with  compresses,  and  rollers ;  pasteboard  and 
nlinu  are  then  applied,  and  the  whole  again  surrounded  by  a  roller. 
TIjo  application  of  openings  (windows)  in  Scutin's  bandage  is  com- 
bin'"*!  with  difficnlties.  If  the  window-^  ai-o  made  at  the  time  when 
the  bandage  i«  applie«i,  the  same  keeps  hadhj  together,  the  fractured 
raii<<  and  wood  or  tin  splints  must  be  use^i ;  if  the  windows  have  to 
be  made  when  the  bandage  is  dry,  tlie  wounded  portion  remains 
covt'it'l  for  a  day  or  longer,  and  the  excision  or  fonnation  of  the 
ofienIn;r>  is  in  the  hardenei!  starch  bandage  yei  more  troublesome. 

4.  H'lwever  dexterously  we  may  apply  the  buu<lap:c,  it  will  be 
pn*tty  ditlicnlt  to  make  so  large  openings  as  requireil,  in  order  to 
expose  the  injured  portion  without  loosening  at  tlie  same  time  the 
wk'Ae  bandage,  while  small  openings  or  windows  expose  but  a  por- 
tion of  the  injured  part. 

5.  In  suppurating  wounds,  the  pus  discharged,  as  well  as  the 
fluid  applie<i  for  cleansing  the  wound,  and  the  moisture  of  the  cata- 
p!i-m-.  will  mn  under  the  bandage  and  do'^troy  the  epidermis. 

^.  The  hardening  and  unequally  contracting  starch  bamlage,  (i.e. 
qni^'kly  harrlening  at  its  thin  portions  an<l  slower  vi  its  thicker 
•Or-) ;  exerts  an  une<]ual  pressure  and  thcrcfoie  an  injurious  cfTect 
1  til.  h d-f die n  parts. 

7.  Th'?  starch  1»andago  cnnnot  l)e  applied  for  transporting  the 
vountiel  Aoldier,  who  receives  on  the  battle-fieM  a  compound  frac- 
tore.  beeaase  it  rct^uires  warm  water,  (not  always  ready  in  the  field) 
for  preparing  it ;  then  again  it  dries  slowly,  the  formation  of  win- 
dows caoses  loss  of  time  and  trouble,  re()uiring  the  application  of 
fplintfi,  aad  because  the  paits  being  covered  for  a  day  or  two,  are 
iajarvd  as  aappnrmtion  may  follow,  and  the  pns  stagnates  and  mns 
iato  the  bandage:  in  damp  weather  it  becomes  moist  and  soft  in  the 
rain  :  it  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  have  ready-made  cnpeules  of 
trarcrh  bandage,  and  the  so-called  movo-aynoviNe  bau'lage,  which 
ofen  do  not  appose  sufficiently ,  and  cannot  therefore  replace  manual 
cztennon. 

Rx«>ntly  gypsum  bandages  have  been  suggeste«l  in  Belgium,  but 
their  application,  according  to  Dr.  Mathieson  and  Van  De  TiOo,  is 
troobksome,  and  takes  much  time,  so  pre^^-ions  on  the  bnt  tie-field. 
This  baxKlage  is  not  lasting*  its  preparation  and  preservation  still 
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more  difEcult  than  that  of  Scutin'a  starch  haodage,  mnch  more  pre- 
ferable and  practical  is  the  preparation  and  application  of  gypmm 
bandages,  as  made  by  Pirogoff,*  and  used  by  him  to  the  greatest 
extent  with  the  best  results. 

The  gypsum  bandage  is,  oh  the  battle-field,  in  many  respects  pre- 
ferable to  the  starch  bandage. 

The  gypsnm  solution  requires  but  cold  water,  and  turns  hard  as 
soon  as  applied,  and  replaces  therefore  immediately  manual  ezten- 
sion,  and  neither  machines  nor  apparatus  are  requirod  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  dry  gypsum  bandage  becomes  so  hard,  that  no  splints 
are  required,  even  if  large  windows  are  made,  and  transportmg  of 
the  wounded  soldier  is,  immediately  after  the  application  of  the  ban- 
dage, possible  without  injury. 

The  gypsum  bandage  is  simple  and  cheap,  as  it  consists  of  old 
coarse  linen  and  gypsum  ;  its  application  is  simple  and  quickly  made. 
The  gypsum  bandage  replaces  manual  extension  perfectly,  the  assis- 
tants need  only  for  a  few  minutes  keep  the  limb  extended  after  the 
bandage  has  been  applied,  then  the  gypsum  bandage  is  stiff  and  hard 
enough  to  retain  the  ends  of  the  broken  bone  in  the  position  given 
to  them.  Their  displacement  is  impossible  as  long  as  the  swelling 
does  not  diminish,  and  a  considerable  interspace  is  not  formed  be- 
tween the  limb  and  the  bandage.  Thus  the  gypsum  bandage  renders 
superfluous  all  machines  for  extension,  as  required,  while  the  starch 
bandage  l)ccomes  dry.  Only  by  the  application  of  the  gypsum  band- 
age in  oblique  fractures  of  the  thigh  it  is  necessary  to  fix  the  pelvis, 
and  to  retain  the  limb  extended  by  means  of  a  bed-table,  and  by 
weights  attached  to  the  extiemity. 

More  apparent  yet  are  the  advantages  of  the  gypsnm  bandage  in 
oblique  fractures,  where  the  ends  of  t^  broken  bone  are  distant  ixom 
each  other,  in  compound  fractures  and  generally  everywhere  where 
it  is  necessary  to  keep  open  a  wounded  spot. 

In  Pirogoff 's  motle  of  applying  the  gypsum  bandage,  the  open- 
ings (windows)  may  be  made  at  once,  through  them  it  is  possible 
to  view  the  position  of  the  broken  ends,  the  excoriations  and 
wounds,  and  the  curative  process  may  be  watched  in  its  course. 

The  gypsum  bandage  does  not  contract  like  the  starch  bandage, 
interspaces  form  slower  between  it  and  the  leg,  as  in  the  gypsum 
bandage  the  interspaces  depend  upon  tlie  decrease  only  of  the  swell- 
ing, and  not  like  in  starch  bandages  also,  from  unequal  hardening 
of  the  bandage,  and  then  again  it  does  not  become  moist  and  soft 
in  rainy  weather. 

In  complicated  fractures  the  pus  may  be  discharged,  and  find  exit 
through  the  large  windows  made,  and  does  not  burrow  itself  under 
the  bandage  as  is  common  in  the  starch  one. 

Wet  dressings  are  applied  immediately  on  the  wound  itself.  The 
gypsum  bandage  becomes  hanl  immediately  after  having  been  ap- 
^Prof  (tf  Surgery  in  St.  Petersburg,  (Russia.) 
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plied  ;  wounded  soldiers  may  thereforo  be  safely  transported  imme- 
diately  after  application  of  the  gypsum  bandage,  from  one  place  to 
Anotlier,  even  in  the  rain,  without  the  bandage  being  disturbed,  al- 
though the  gypsum  bandage  may  appear  wet  exterually,  which 
sometimes  lasts  for  a  few  hours. 

The  gypsum  bandage  may  therefore  be  cut  through  immediately 
after  the  application  in  the  interspace  of  the  splints,  if  that  should 
i«  required,  in  consequence  of  too  great  a  pressure  or  pains,  &c. 

In  the  battlc>field,  as  well  as  in  the  hospitals,  for  transportation 
of  the  wounded  soldier  in  the  treatment  of  complicated  fractures, 
with  gr^at  dislocation  of  the  ends  of  the  fractured  bones,  the  gypsum 
Landa^  is  preferable  to  every  other  kind  of  bandages. 

RequUiUs  neceeeary  for  the  ajypVwaJtion  of  Oypaum  Bandages  in  the 
battle-field  as  voell  as  in  the  hospitals, 

1.  Long.  oM  hospital  stockings  made  of  linen,  cut  in  front  along 
the  scum,  (if  the  seam  is  behind  the  stocking  it  must  be  turned  and 
cvt)  ;  old  drawers  also  cut  along  the  scam,  and  divided  for  one  or 
the  other  limb  ;  sleeves  of  old  shirts,  (or  instead  of  those  long  linen 
flaps  cat  in  the  form  of  stock ings)  ;  drawers  or  sleeves ;  jackets  or 
oki  veals,  abdominal  bandages  covering  the  body  once  and  u  half ; 
for  fractures  of  the  bones  of  the  rump,  pelvis,  and  of  the  neck  of  the 
thiffh  bone. 

Theac  picGCs  of  linen  used  for  surrounding  the  limb  mast  \jc equal, 
mft  and  dense »     All  seams  must  be  i-emoved. 

2.  Cot'on  or  deaneil  soft  fiax,  pads  filled  with  soft  material,  lint 
or  flax  for  filling  up,  ^for  instance,  around  the  trochanters,  around 
the  malleoli  in  the  popliteal  region,  and  around  the  achilles  tendons) 
ftimjile  and  graduated  compresses. 

3.  Spiinte  of  different  dimensions  in  regard  of  length,  width  and 
thickness,  made  of  old  coarse  eack  linen,  as  used  for  instance  in  hos- 
piuN  for  mattras«ofi  or  straw  mattrasscs. 

The  old  6ack  linen  is  folded  twice,  thrice  or  four  times,  to  the 
vkith  of  two  fingers  to  one-third  of  a  yard.  The  splints  must  in 
fradnnw  of  the  leg,  the  upper  and  forearm,  exceed  at  least  one-third 
of  a  yard  the  fractured  bone,  and  in  fractures  of  the  thiyh,  and  that 
of  the  neck  of  thigh  it  must  be  one-third  of  a  yard  longer  than  the 
mho/e  extremity. 

4.  Strips  (compresses)  of  the  same  linen  from  two  inches  wide, 
and  of  snch  a  length  as  to  surround  the  limb  once  or  twice;  they 
•re  calcnlaled  to  fasten  the  splints,  and  are  called  transversal  stripes 
(PirogotT.)  These  transversal  stripes  maybe  made  also  of  fine 
linen,  if  the  bandage  should  be  a  light  one. 

5-  P]a.*ier  of  Paris  (gypsum)  in  form  of  fine  powder  and  well 
dried.  For  the  application  of  a  bandage,  never  less  than  2  lb.  have 
to  ^^  iiwad  (as  for  fracture  of  the  forearm,)  nor  more  than  7  lb.,  as 
Itr  firacture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone. 
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6.  A  vessel  with  cold  water.  The  gypsum  solution  should  not 
harden  sooner  than  in  five  or  eieht  minutes,  in  order  to  allow  the 
application  of  the  bandage.  Although  hardened,  it  still  looks  wet 
from  the  evaporation  of  the  water,  out  of  the  bandage  painted  over 
with  gjpsum  solution,  and  the  patient  may  safely  oe  carried  with 
it 

7.  Larffe  brushes  as  used  by  house  painters. 

Besides  those  necessary  requisites  in  hospitals,  may  be  used  finer 
linen  rollers  for  simple  fractures  and  splints  made  out  of  pasteboard, 
and  for  complicated  fractures,  with  large  wounds,  splitUs  of  wood, 
of  diffcront  (limensions,  together  with  pads  attached  to  them  on  both 
ends,  and  also  a  few  pieces  of  sheet  iron  or  tin  may  be  held  ready. 
II. — 7%$  Jpplieaiion  of  Cfypsum  Bandage$, 

Is  made  in  the  following  way : 

The  injured  limb  is  first  surrounded  with  dry  linen,  a  sleeve,  a 
linen  stocking,  or  with  half  a  drawer. 

Bony  prominences  must  be  wadded,  and  hollows  filled  out  with 
cotton.  The  linen  surrounding  it  must  not  be  too  thin,  nor  have 
holes  in  it,  in  which  case  the  linen  must  be  doubled,  or  the  limb 
first  covered  by  cotton.  If  this  is  not  done  tlie  moisture  presses  to 
the  skin,  and  the  patient  complains  of  a  cold  or  burning  sensation. 

2.  The  broken  limb  is  put  in  the  required  position,  the  extension 
is  then  made,  and  the  fractured  ends  then  approximated.  Some- 
times it  is  necessary  to  begin  with  the  reduction,  and  subsequently 
follows  the  surrounding  of  the  limb. 

3.  The  splints  and  the  transverse  strips  of  sack  linen,  each  three 
or  four  times  folded,  are  put  near  the  patient  in  thai  order  as  re- 
quiretl  to  be  later  applied  to  the  limb. 

An  assistant  prepares  the  solution  of  gypsum,  and  paints  with  it 
the  splints  and  strips,  or  mther  dips  them  into  the  solution  and 
brushes  them  with  it. 

The  proper  application  of  the  bandage  depends  now  upon  the 
gypsum  solution.  If  the  solution  be  too  thick  it  dries  quicks  the 
rolints  and  transverse  strips  are  not  united  firmly  together :  nor  are 
the  splints  firmly  fixed  if  the  solution  be  too  thin.  When  the  solu- 
tion becomes  denser,  water  must  not  be  added  to  it,  as  the  solution 
becomes  through  it  creamy,  is  not  imbibed  by  the  linen,  cannot  be 
smoothed,  does  not  adhere,  and  takes  a  long  time  to  become  dry. 

5.  The  splints  and  strips  of  linen  must  be  dipped  in  the  solution, 
which  I  now  prepare  by  adding  to  two  pounds  of  water  the  equal 
weiprht  of  gypsum.  They  must  be  extended  and  swinging  free,  and 
must  thus  be  brushed  over  on  both  sides  with  the  gypsum  solution 
as  you  see  it  here. 

6.  The  splints  must  be  applied  longitodinally  to  the  limb,  and 
must  bo  fixed  by  the  transverse  strips,  carried  around  both  the  limb 
and  splint.  The  transverse  strips  are  applied  in  pairs,  so  that  the 
one  should  cover  the  other  partially. 
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The  pplintfl  may  be  applied  in  fiuch  a  maimer  thar  the  one  should 
cover  the  other  partially,  or,  what  is  preferable,  in  such  a  way  that 
between  th?  splints  should  remain  a  free  opon  space  on  the  side  in 
/roml  of,  or  bekuul  of  the  limb.  The  assLstants  producing  extension 
must  continue  to  do  so  until  the  bandage  is  Jiardened — i.  e.,  about 
eight  minutes  after  the  gypsnm  bandage  lian  been  applied.  During 
ito  application  the  limb  must  be  kept  extended  free,  in  order  to  be 
acoes»il Je  from  all  sides.  The  Fplints  must  be  pres.sed  hrmly  to  the 
liab  by  the  hand.  The  transverse  strips  must  be  drawn  firmly 
and  tightenetl  around  Uio  limb,  and  by  the  hand  or  brush  wdJ 
eorered  with  gypsum  solution,  in  onler  that  all  prominences  and 
hollows  should  be  e([ualized.  In  oblit^ue  fractures  and  dislocations 
of  the  fractured  ends,  at  least  two  layers  of  transverse  strips  are 
uces^Mry.  But  if  the  bandage  hoci  yet  to  bo  removed,  it  is  neoes- 
•ary — 

l^t.  To  apply  the  splints  so  as  to  leave  a  space  between  them. 

^1.  The  transverse  strips  are  covered  from  the  middle  (where 
about  the  extent  of  two  inches  remains  uncovered)  towards  their 
cbJ^  with  ^yp8nm  solution. 

3J.  The  transverse  strips  are  applied  so  that  the  uncovered  part 
ikould  corre»poiMl  in  its  situation  to  the  longitudinal  interspace  be- 
twwn  the  splints. 

la  the  field  it  is  necessary  to  have  arranged,  before  the  application 
of  a  ban<lage,  all  requisites  in  one  package  for  each  fracture  separate. 
Tfaos,  for  fracture  of  the  forearm  the  bandages  should  be  separate 
froBi  those  for  fracture  of  the  leg. 
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Jhtts  cm  the  diseases  most  commonly  treated  at  the  Scutari  Hospitals. 

Tb?  not  ices  which  I  have  seen  in  the  Medical  journals  of  this  coun* 
Mj^  of  the  diseases  most  prevalent  in  the  army  of  the  Crimea,  have 
beoL  Terj  alight.  It  seemed  to  me  that  a  short  review  of  those  di- 
wmsrr,  noticing  the  chief  peculiarities  in  their  symptoms  and  treat- 
nsit,  might  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  profession  in  England.  I  am 
mKciona  that  these  notes  are  wanting  in  that  scientific  precision  which 
ii  to  desirable  in  Medical  treatises,  but  which  cannot  be  attained  with- 
«Bl  irmrefol,  accurate,  and  copious  case-taking.  To  take  cases  pro- 
ftdr,  however,  was,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  the  Medical  offi- 
«n'of  the  army  were  placed  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  this  year, 
la  izapoe»^iLility.  The  patients  were  so  numerous,  the  labor  so  great, 
i»i  the  air  of  the  hospitals  at  Scutari  so  enfeebling,  that  to  visit, 
ftioep  and  prescribe  for  patients,  in  addition  to  the  other  duties 
;  upon  a  IMical  offkftrj  mt^fffwM  ^1  *hpir  atwmgth  and  3ner* 


62  Progress  cf  Medicine. 

gie8»  and  too  often  lirongltt  upon  them  disease  and  deatb.  The  fol- 
bwing  observations  therefore  have  no  daim  to  rank  higher  than  as 
Medical  gossip. 

I  will  commenoe  with  the  most  prevalent  and  the  most  tronblesome 
of  the  diseases  we  had  to  treat : — 

Dysentery. — ^There  were  very  few,  indeed,  of  the  patients  who  were 
admitted  into  the  Scutari  Hospitals  from  the  Crimea,  whether  from 
fever,  scorbntus,  or  frost-bite,  who  wore  not  suffering  also,  more  or 
es,  from  this  complaint  All  the  cases  called  diarrhcea,  with  hardly 
an  exception,  were,  on  dose  examination,  found  to  be  cases  of  mild 
dysentery.  I  never  met  with  one  in  which  the  patient  did  not  pass 
mucus,  muco-puss,  or  blood  from  the  bowels.  Many  of  these  mfld 
cases  were  free  from  tenesmus.  The  symptoms  of  the  dysentciy 
were,  in  no  wise,  peculiar.  There  was  only  one  point  with  respect 
to  the  character  of  the  evacuations,  which  I  had  not  seen  noticed  in 
systematic  works.  In  addition  to  the  raucous,  muco-purulent,,  pu- 
rulent, shreddy,  and  sanguineous  discharges,  I  often  observed  small, 
round  masses,  about  the  size  of  pistol  bullets,  which,  at  first  sight, 
looked  like  frecos,  but,  on  examination,  turned  out  to  be  small  pel- 
lets of  mucus.  These,  when  mixed  with  otherwise  solid  focces,  would, 
if  mistaken  give  a  very  erroneous  view  of  the  extent  of  the  disease 
of  the  intestine. 

I  might  sum  np  my  account  of  the  treatment  by  saying  that  every- 
thing was  tried,  and  that  nothing  succeeded.  At  least,  I  can  say 
that  I  never  cured  a  case,  and  I  never  saw  a  case  cured.  Those  cases 
which  seemed  to  get  well  recovered  so  slowly,  and  generally  under 
such  a  variety  of  remedies,  that  the  recovery  could  only  in  fairness 
be  attributed  to  better  food,  greater  cleanliness,  and  cessation  from 
the  work  of  the  trenches.  Opium,  in  some  of  its  forms  and  oombi- 
nations,  certainly  gave  relief  to  some  of  the  most  distressing  symp- 
toms. It  relieved  the  tenesmus,  gave  the  patient  frequently  rest  at  night 
and  lessened  the  action  of  the  bo wds.  I  used  it  generally  inthe  form  of 
pil.  saponis  co.,  or  pulv.  ipecac,  co.  The  use  of  opiate  enemas  or 
suppositories  was  frequently  of  considerable  service.  I  have  often 
known  a  patient  whose  bowels  had^acted  previously  eight  or  nine 
times  a  day,  brought  down  to  three  or  four  by  the  use  of  these  medi- 
cines. Acetate  of  lead  was  not  successful,  except  in  those  com- 
paratively rare  cases  in  which  there  was  profuse  hcemorrhage.  The 
whole  tribe  of  astringents,  including  tannin,  catechu,  kino,  etc.,  I 
found  of  very  little  benefit.  I  tried  a  combination  which  is  often 
used  in  England,  namely,  a  small  dose,  3i.  or  38s.  of  castor  oil  once 
a  day»  with  one  grain  of  opium  two  or  three  times  a  day.  I  was 
obliged,  after  several  trials,  to  give  up  the  use  of  this,  as  I  invariably 
found  that  even  the  smallest  dose  of  castor-oil  so  puiged  the  men 
that  they  could  not  bear  it.  I  may  remark,  en  passant,  that  the 
same  was  the  case  with  cod-liver  oil.  Of  the  numerous  cases  in  which 
I  tried  it,  only  one  man  could  take  it,  in  consequence  of  the  pui^ng 
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it  broight  on.  It  was  not  the  fault  of  the  oil,  which  was  of  the  best 
quality,  and  supplied  by  Savory  and  Moore.  The  Indian  bael,  whidi 
has  been  so  higmy  recommended  for  dysentery,  was  never  tried  at 
Ecatari,  as  there  was  none  in  store.  Ipecacuanha  was  frequently 
combined  with  other  medicines,  and  in  some  cases  used  alone.  I 
never  preceived  any  beneficial  effect  that  could  be  fairly  traced  to  the 
action  of  the  drug.  The  use  of  an  enema  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  the 
following  form  : — R.  Aigcnti  nitratis  gr.  x.,  aqua)  dist.  3ii*>  was  of 
vemarkable  use  when  administered  at  bed- time  in  procuring  for  the 
patient  an  undisturbed  night.  This  form  was  communicated  to  me 
Dj  2nd  Class  Staff-Surgeon  Dr.  Lang,  who  has  used  it  extensively 
in  India  with  great  success.  It  seems  to  act  by  allaying  the  irrita- 
bflity  of  the  ulcerated  rectum. 

Scurvty^  or  Seorbuiut, — Such  was  the  name  given  to  a  disease,  of 
which  the  following  were  the  leading  symptoms.  A  patient,  fre* 
qoently  admitted  on  account  of  dysentery  or  frost-bite,  often  of  a 
plethoric  appearance  (presenting  thus  a  remarkable  contrast  to  most 
of  the  cases),  had  about  the  trunk  and  lower  extremities,  more  fro- 
qoently  the  latter,  seldom  the  upper  extremities,  an  eruption  of  ele- 
rated  llattish  dark  purple,  hard  nodes  from  the  size  of  a  four-penny 
piece  to  tliat  of  a  half-crown.  These  nodes  were  generally  covered 
with  a  thin  scab  ,  and,  in  some  cases,  were  ulcerated.  In  addition 
to  thia.  in  some  cases,  on  the  calves  of  the  leg  were  indurated  nodules, 
not  discolored.  In  some  cases  tlio  gums  were  spongy,  and  bled 
when  touched,  in  others  nothing,  except  a  slight  redness  around  tho 
tooih,  WAS  perceptible.  These  symptoms  were  nearly  always  coin- 
cident with  rheumaticpains  in  the  limbs  and  joints,  of  a  most  in- 
tractible  chamcter.  <£dema  of  the  feet  and  ancles  was  also  a  very 
constant  symptom.  The  state  of  the  urine,  for  reasons  mentioned 
bervafter,  was  not  ascertainable,  a  circumstance  very  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. This  assemblage  of  symptoms  was  called  by  some  scurvy ; 
ethers  asserted  that  it  was  not  true  scurvy,  but  only  a  peculiar  de- 
Tetopment  of  syphilitic  poison,  as,  of  course,  all  the  men  had  had 
fTphilis.  As  I  had  never  seen  a  case  of  true  scurvy  in  my  life,  and 
hftil  njver  heard  tho  disease  described  by  any  one  who  had,  I  was  ra- 
ther puzzled  by  these  contradictory  opinions  of  my  superior  ofBcers. 
Lemon  juice,  potatoes,  and  oranges  were  freely  given,  but,  certainly, 
without  the  e^ct  of  curing  the  disease.  On  the  contraiy,  no  progress 
Memcd  to  be  made  in  many  cases,  although  tho  system  was  persisted 
in  for  several  weeks.  Liquor  potass®  was  recommended  by  the 
principle  Medical  officer,  and  was  accordingly  tried.  Some  coses  cer- 
tainly improved  under  its  use,  but  I  found  more  benefit  from  iodide 
of  pota»s»ium  and  decoction  of  sarsaparilla  than  from  anything 
cLr. 

Fever. — It  is  well  known  that  during  tho  winter  and  early  spring, 
while  the  Scutari  Hospitals  were  so  much  crowded  and  so  dirty,  a 
pacoiiar  form  of  Cever  broke  out  which  proved  fatal  to  great  numbers 
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both  of  patients  And  Medical  officers.  Even  after  the  rem^al  of 
the  dirt,  the  wards  still  continuing  very  crowded,  and  especially  by 
bad  cases,  patients  were  constantly  attacked  by  a  form  of  conttnned 
fever.  My  experience  of  this  fever  dates  only  from  the  commence* 
ment  of  March.  At  that  time  the  Hospitals  were  beaatifully  clean, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  privies,  as  well  arranged  for  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  the  patients  as  any.  London  Hospitals.  But 
still  the  fever  hnng  about  the  place,  assuming,  according  to  the  ac- 
counts of  some  of  the  Medical  officers,  a  very  serious  and  dangerous 
character,  and  according  to  others  (myself  among  the  number)  being 
a  very  tractable  and  simple  disease.  According  to  the  former  the 
disease  was  ushered  in  by  rigors,  with  violent  head-ache  frequently^ 
or  by  sickness,  or  by  epistaxis.  The  usual  febrile  symptoms  then 
followed,  speedily  becoming  complicated  with  violent  delirium,  black 
tongue,  feeble,  rapid  pulse,  and  great  prostration  of  strength,  ending 
frequently  in  deaUi.  The  disease,  as  I  saw  it,  was  ushered  in  by  the 
symptoms  enumerated,  but  pursued  a  totally  different  course.  The 
patient  complained  of  great  languor,  lassitude,  aching  pains  of  the 
back  and  limbs,  generally  head  ache.  The  skin  was  hot  and  dry» 
the  pulse  accelerated,  the  tongue  coated,  sometimes  dry,  very  rarely 
brown ;  there  was  thirst,  anorexia,  and  frequently  considerable  rest- 
lessness at  night.  Occasionally,  but  not  often,  there  was  slight  de- 
lirium at  night.  This  state  of  things  continued,  getting  neither  much 
better  nor  much  worse,  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  when  the  febrile  symp- 
toms generally  somewhat  suddenly  abated,  and  the  patient  gradually 
recovered  his  former  state  of  health.  Belapses  were  exceedingly 
common,  the  same  patient  being  not  unfzequently  attacked  two  or 
three  times  by  the  fever. 

On  oompaiing  notes  with  my  friends  I  found  that,  without  excep- 
tion, those  who  nad  the  first-mentioned  class  of  cases  were  in  the  ha- 
bit of  treating  their  patients  with  quinine  from  the  first,  giving  a 
large  dose  (gr.  x.)  to  begin  with,  or  else  of  administering  wine,  beef- 
tea,  bark,  and  ammonia,  almost  or  quite  from  the  very  first ;  on  the 
other  hand,  those  whose  cases  were  of  a  milder  character,  generally 
commenced  their  treatment  by  the  administration  of  an  ipecacuanha 
emetic,  and  if  this  did  not  cut  short  the  disease,  they  adopted  a  mild 
antihplogistic  treatment.  A  saline  effervescing  draught  was  given, 
with,  perhaps,  liquor  ammonin  acetatis,  a  milk  diet,  with  a  light 
pudding  or  some  arrowroot,  and  a  small  quantity  of  beef-tea  alone 
was  allowed.  Oranges  and  Lemonade  as  drinks.  If  the  tongue 
became  dry,  a  few  doses  of  hydr.  c.  creta  and  carbonate  of  soda  al- 
most invariably  improved  it,  and  relieved  the  other  febrile  symptoms 
at  the  same  time.  A  dose  of  Dover's  powder  was  frequently  of 
use  at  bed  time.  Under  this  plan  of  treatment  followed  by  tonics 
and  wine  when  the  fever  had  entirely  gone,  I  never  lost  a  case  :  while 
a  friend  of  mine  assured  me  that  his  cases  absolutely  required  a  dif* 
ferent  plan  of  treatment,  as  he  lost  about  one  in  five  !    To  this  young 
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gmtknua  wbo  always  oommenced  his  treatment  bygr.  x.  of  qninine 
«B  he  w%^  only  a  Dresser,  and  possessed  no  qualification,  I  ventured 
to  hint  an  opinion  very  prevalent  among  those  who  adopted  the  an- 
tiphJo«n!^tic  or  rather  the  expectant  plan,  that  his  exceedingly  active 
tremtment  was  the  cause  of  the  disease  assuming  such  a  severe  form. 
He  WM  not  convinced  however  by  my  arguments. 

Fio^'hUe. — ^The  only  point  worthy  of  notice  with  respect  to  those 
vwT  numerous  cases,  was,  that  it  was  found  as  a  general  rule,  much 
better  to  allow  the  mortified  parts  to  separate  naturally  than  to  re- 
nore  them  by  operation.  As  the  cut  surfaces  invariablv  sloughed, 
a  greater  losti  of  substance  was  occasioned  by  operative  procedures 
and  a  risk  of  further  gangrene  occasioned. 

Anasarca. — Frequently  a  patient  suffering  from  chronic  dysentery 
voul(l  I*  suddenly  attacke<i  with  arnte  dropsy,  the  whole  body  swel- 
ling in  the  course  of  a  few  hours.  The  urine  at  the  same  time,  was 
dftrply  coloured  with  blood.  I  greatly  regret  that  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  micriscope  and  of  test  tubes,  etc.,  I  can  give  no  account 
of  the  htate  of  the  kidneys  or  urine  in  these  cases,  llicy  terminated 
fauklly  sometimes,  but  often  under  the  use  of  appropriate  rcmidies 
they  were  cured — at  least  so  far  as  the  removal  of  tlie  dropsy  can  be 
coB^ervd  a  cure — whetlier  the  urine  contained  albumen  or  not  we 
were  nnablete  determine.  It  was  not  until  just  l>efore  I  loft  Bcutari 
for  the  t-*rimea  that  a  urinometer  and  test  tubes  wore  supplied  to  the 
General  Hospitals.  As  for  a  microsco[)c,  I  believe  1  was  regarded 
s^  slightly  insane  by  the  senior  Medical  officers  for  making  a  requi- 
gitkiD  for  suck  aa  article. 

CAoiera. — The  symptoms  of  this  disease  offered  no  peculiarity, 
fior  was  there  any  ^novelty  in  the  treatment  adopted.  Ihe  plan  in 
mo->t  gk-nt^ral  use  at  Palaklava  was  the  ailm in ist ration  of  two  grains 
of  «.'al<>mel  evey  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  copious  drinks  of  water, 
BQ«taT^l  planter  to  the  epigastrium,  hot  flannels,  friction  of  the  limbh 
fjr  rrxmp^.  etc.  On  one  point  the  Medical  officers  were  generally 
ft^reed,  via.,  that  the  administration  of  brandy,  with  other  stimu- 
iftata,  wan  most  injurious.  The  proportion  of  deaths  was  about  45 
f-T  cenL  1  think  it  u  only  right  to  state,  though  the  calomel  was  or- 
icre^  tsvery  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  I  believe  it  was  never  given  so  often; 
la-i-^sJ  it  was  a  physical  impossibility  for  the  orderlies  to  adminis- 
*?r  ih*»  medicines  in  this  way,  and  also  perform  their  other  duties. 
In  liev-Tal  canes,  where  laige  quantities  of  calomel  were  administered, 
Um  pat:-ntH  passed  blooil  per  anum  for  some  time  after  tlieir  re- 
eorenr  from  th^  collapse.  The  system  of  treatment  seemed  not  to  cure 
the  dii^a««  when  the  patient  was  onoo  in  a  state  of  collapse  ;  they 
ncoverek],  or  they  died,  entirely  irrespective  of  the  remedies  admin- 
■icer»i.  So  firmly  was  I  conviaoed  of  the  perfect  uselessness  of 
any  raeiiioine,  that  I  absolutely  refused  to  take  anything  but  lauda- 
nom.  when  I  was  attackeil  with  cholera.  The  cramps  occasioned 
aockkorriUe  pain  Aat  I  begged  for  opium.   I  was  however,  tricked 


56  JFVv^riMt  cf  Medicine. 

into  taking  a  somple  of  calomel  bj  ayeiylEuid  friend  whoattended  m% 
and  wlio  was  quite  of  opinion  that  I  owed  my  recovery  to  the  dose. 
I  believe  I  owed  nothing  to  it,  except  eelivation  three  or  four  daja 
after. 

The  above  were  the  chief  diseases  treated  at  Scatari ;  those  which 
have  not  been  noticed,  presented  no  peculiarities  calling  for  remark* 

Tlie  patients  were  so  weakened  by  improper  food,  hard  work,  and 
the  other  debilitating  causes  in  operaticm  in  the  Crimea,  that  active 
renu^dios  were  entirely  contra-indicated.  The  great  object  was,  by 
careful  attention  to  diet  and  cleanliness,  and  by  the  use  of  mild  pal* 
liative  medicinoi,  so  to  restore  the  strength  as  to  enable  Nature  to 
work  a  cure  heraelf. — Msd.  Ihnes  <md  Oaz.  ^ 


TVioimenf  of  Pneumonia, 
A  writer  in  VUmon  Medicale  (No.  LXXXII.),  quoting  the  ac- 
count given  by  Dr.  Burkart,  of  the  great  benefit  he  has  derived  from 
the  employment  of  acetate  of  lead  in  pneumonia,  states  that  he  can 
amply  confirm  it  by  the  results  of  his  own  experience  of  its  use,  and 
especially  in  the  aged.  In  the  pneumonia  of  childhood  and  the 
adult,  he  has  always  precedetl  its  employment  by  bleeding,  antimony, 
and  blisters.  But  there  are  cases  in  which  these  means  either  exert 
no  effect,  or,  after  a  while,  cease  to  do  so,  while  in  others  the  patient 
will  not  admit  of  bleeding,  or  antimony  may  not  be  tolerated.  In 
such,  lead  will  be  often  found  a  valuable  resource,  and  the  pneumo- 
nic inflammations,  that  hasten  on  the  progress  of  softening  lE 
phthisis,  may  be  often  arrested  under  its  inflnence.  In  the  aged, 
defective  power  contra-indicates  active  bleeding,  and  the  pneumonia 
in  place  of  proceeding  towards  resolution,  becomes  complicated  with 
abundant  secTCtion,  tfie  patient  dying  from  asphyxia,  in  consequence 
of  his  inability  to  expel  this  ;  even  if  the  pneumonia  be  reliev«l,Jthe 
convalescence  is  tedious  and  troubled.  Antimony  has  less  power 
over  these  cases,  and  is  ill  supported,  while  the  lead  gives  rise  to  no 
dangerous  consequence.  Still,  as  a  general  rule,  a  local  bleeding, 
and  small  doses  of  antimony  should  be  first  prescribed ;  but,  if 
amendment  be  nor  very  prompt,  or  cebility  commences  to  appear, 
the  lead  should  be  exchanged  for  the  antimony.  In  other  cases,  in 
which  the  reaction  is  less  at  first  and  the  debility  of  earlier  occur- 
rence, the  acetate  may  be  given  from  the  beginning.  When  resolu- 
tion is  very  tardy,  a  largo  temporary  blister  will  often  give  the  first 
impulso  to  a  movement  that  the  acetate  will  continue.  The  period 
of  convalescence  is  much  diminished,  by  supplying  the  patient  with 
a  sufficient  nourishment  when  the  appetite  returns.  The  mean  dose 
is  four  or  five  grains  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  this  being  increased, 
in  rare  eases  only,  to  six  or  seven.  It  may  be  given  in  solution  in 
distilled  water,  with  syrup,  or  in  pills,  adding  opium  only  when 
there  arc  indications  for  it   It  must  not  be  omitted  for  colicky  paina 
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and  teupormry  constipation,  which  are  usually  relieved  by  lave- 
ments. The  author  has  continued  it  for  three  or  four  weeks  without 
•ay  ill  effects  being  prodnce<l,  although  the  characteribtic  blue  color 
of  the  ernnn  has  been  present. 

Dr.  Richter  reports  in  the  Berlin  Medecin,  Zeitung  (No.  XXXII.) 
that  Stalf-Snrgeons  Drescher  and  Lemke,  after  repoatwl  trials,  quito 
confimi  tlie  favoi-able  accounts  that  have  beon  given  of  the  efficacy 
of  chloroform  inhalations  in  the  treatment  of  pneumonia  and  bron- 
diitis.  In  their  mode  of  employing  it,  thirty  drops  of  chloroform 
are  poured  upon  a  piece  of  closely  pressed  wadding,  a  finger  or  two 
in  breith  which  is  wrapped  up  in  another  piece  of  wadliug  and  held 
half  an  inch  from  the  patient's  nose  for  about  five  minutes.  Tliis 
is  repeated  every  hour,  until  some  remission  of  the  symptoms  occurs, 
when  twenty  drops  are  inhaleil  every  second  hour,  until  convales- 
cni'.t;  is  etitablished.  The  subjective  symptoms — as  constriction, 
pain,  irritating  cough — are  usually  diminished,  even  after  the  first 
inhalation,  and  entirely  disappear  from  the  second  to  the  fourth  day. 
At  the  same  time  the  sputa  lose  their  bloody  admixture,  remaining 
tough,  however,  until  about  the  fourteenth  day,  when  they  disappear, 
as  Wfll  a-*  the  cough.  The  frequency  of  the  pulse  is  diminishwi  by 
the  second  day,  descending,  in  a  case  of  double  pneumonia,  from 
l:^)  to  80.  Sweating  generally  sets  in  after  the  iirbt  inhalation,  and 
nrver  later  than  the  fourth  or  fifth.  As  regards  the  duration  of  tho 
di-ioase,  complete  recovery,  so  that  the  patient  can  be  discharged, 
do«  not  seem  to  take  place  more  rapidly  than  under  treatment  by 
bWding.  Tlie  preferability  of  this  treatment  arises  from  its  sim- 
plicity of  application,  its  applicability  in  cases  in  which,  from  the 
rharaoter  of  the  disease,  or  the  individual,  depletory  treatment  is 
i^:>rbiJ,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the  distressing  symptoms  are 
!»Iiev«^i.  and  convalescence  is  commenced — the  patient  being  enabled 
u>  leave  hijs  bed  by  the  fourteenth  day. 

M.  Foumicr  (L'Ufiion  Med.  No.  aCIX.)  furnishes  an  account  of 
thi  !succcs!{  M.  Aran  has  obtained  from  the  employment  of  veratrine. 
The  hypos ihenising  cflects  of  this  drug  seem  to  have  been  exaggerat- 
»1  ;  frtr  in  tho  41  cases  in  which  he  has  seen  it  given,  in  (quantities 
of  from  two  to  three  or  even  four  centigrammes,  divided  into  six 
doties,  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  no  alarming  prostration,  excessive 
Tomiting,  etc.,  liavc  been  observc^l.  Of  these  patients  a  fifth  part 
only  were  females,  and  the  bulk  of  them  were  between  24  and  86 
years  of  age,  many  being  persons  of  feeble  constitution.  Tlic  ma- 
jority came  in  about  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  afler  the  invasion  of  tho 
di.«vl^,  and  the  next  day  red  hf pati/.ation  was  almost  always  recog- 
aizttl.  With  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  they  all  exhibited  active 
febrile  reaction.  In  about  one  half  the  cases,  soon  after  taking  the 
xne^licitie,  a  deep-seated  burning  near  tho  spine,  and  a  peculiar  sen- 
saiiuD  at  tho  epigastrium  are  complained  of.  Although  in  a  few 
ca«ea  there  was  no  vomiting,  this  uccurreil  in  tho  others  upon  an 
afvnge  from  time  to  five  times  during  tho  first  day,  tolerance  soon 
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taking  place,  and  a  peculiar  nausea  continuing  for  sevoral  4ajjk  No 
active  purging  resulted  fiom  these  doses. 

The  cfifect  on  the  pulse  was  constant  and  sometimes  immediate. 
In  twenty-fonr  hours  this  fell  hj  15  to  36  beats,  and  there  was  the 
curious  phenomenon  of  an  eminently  febrile  acute  affection  coexist- 
ing with  an  apyretic  condition  of  the  circulation,  the  pneumonia 
still  pursuing  its  course,  as  ascertained  by  auscultation.  The  pulse 
descended  to  60  or  70,  or  oven  sometimes  to  56  or  48,  and  took 
several  days  to  reassume  its  normal  frequency,  even  when  the  medi- 
cine was  suspended ;  it  not  being  uncommon  to  find  it  only  55  or 
60  during  the  early  period  of  convalescence.  Its  character  was  also 
changed,  it  being  less  strong  and  more  depressible.  That  this  con- 
dition of  the  pulse  was  not  the  result  of  the  emetic  power  of  the 
drug,  was  seen  in  the  fact  that  it  prevailed  in  cases  where  no  vomit- 
ing was  present,  while  in  others  it  was  not  proportionate  to  the 
amount  of  vomiting.  Tlie  temperature  of  the  body  was  constantly 
diminished  by  2°  or  3°,  never,  however,  descending  lower  than 
96^.8  ;  the  skin  also  remaining  constantly  moist.  A  notable  languor 
followed  the  taking  of  the  medicine,  being  more  than  a  simple  seda* 
tion,  but  less  than  true  prostration. 

It  was,  however,  not  alone  upon  the  febrile  condition  that  the 
veratrine  exerted  its  power,  but  also  upon  the  local  disease  itself,  as 
shown  by  the  changed  position  of  the  respiration,  cough,  expectora- 
tion, and  physical  signs.  In  more  than  two-thirds  of  those  cases 
the  respirations  were  diminished  by  4,  8,  10,  12,  14,  or  even  more 
per  minute  on  the  first  day — such  diminution  of  the  frequency  of 
the  respiration  being  much  more  in  unison  with  the  diminution  of 
the  pulmonary  lesion  than  the  lessening  the  number  of  the  pulse 
was.  Whenever  a  diminished  number  of  the  pulse  contrasted  with 
a  stationary  or  increased  number  of  respirations,  the  local  disease 
was  of  a  very  menacing  character. 

Veratrine  given  alone  suffices  for  the  cure  of  pneumonia ;  and  of 
twenty-three  cases  so  treated,  some  of  them  being  severe,  twenty-one 
recovered,  resolution  usually  occurring  on  the  fourth  day.  TWie 
great  success,  however,  that  attended  bleeding  in  the  rare  cases  that 
resisted  veratrine  alone,  induced  M.  Aran  to  try  the  effects  in  severe 
cases  of  commencing  treatment  by  a  single  bleeding.  The  rapidity 
of  the  cure  of  cases  so  treated  has  been  remarkable.  The  veratrine 
treatment  is  especially  applicable  to  primary  simple  pneumonia, 
occurring  in  rigorous  adults,  and  is  not  so  well  suited  for  the  adyna- 
mic forms  of  the  disease. 
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Under  the  belief  that  a  likeness  of  Dr.  Drake  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  readers  of  the  Lameetp  (many  of  whom  are  hid  pupils,  and  we 
hope  all  are  admirers  of  his  genins  and  worth,)  we  have  had  a  Litho- 
graph drawn,  to  appear  in  this  number,  the  first  of  the  seventeenth 
Tolmne.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  original,  will  at  once 
neogtuxe  in  this  likeness  the  ftJl  expressive  brow,  the  high,  expan- 
Hve,  intellectual  forehead,  the  penetrating  eye  and  compressed  lips, 
tkel,  when  opened  and  animated,  give  utterance  to  volumes  of  in- 
struction. 

It  is  a  plea&ing  and  profitable  pastime  to  contemplate  the  intel- 
Isctnal  proportions  of  those  noble  specimens  of  our  race,  who  have 
czhilited,  in  their  lives,  the  full  development  of  that  attribute  of 
man  which  places  him  on  the  highest  point  in  the  scale  of  animated 
SaCiire,  and  devates  the  favored  son  of  genius  above  the  common 
ranks  of  men.  To  dwell  upon  their  excellencies,  and  trace  in  his- 
tory the  socoesbive  npward  steps  that  have  marked  their  progress 
from  obscnrity,  to  a  point  so  high  and  luminous  as  to  be  seen  and 
admired  by  the  world,  is  a  grehi  stimulus  to  the  young  who  aspire 
to  honor,  ofiefulness  and  fame.  A  properly  directed  spirit  of  "hero- 
worship"  is,  therefore,  the  best  guide  that  we  can  follow,  if  we 
dsure  to  obtain  superior  excellence  in  any  pursuit  in  life. 

Dr.  Daniel  Drake  was  bom  in  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  on  the 
3Nb  of  October,  1785,  but  at  the  age  of  two  years  he  accompanied 
Us  father's  family  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  where  he  was  reared 
a  the  midst,  and  partaking  of,  the  toils  and  hardships  of  a  pioneer 
life. 

With  a  limited  preliminaiy  education,  he  commenced  the  study 
sc  medicine  nnder  Dr.  Goforth,  of  Cincinnati,  in  1800.  Ho  attended 
owe  coorw  of  lectnrea  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1805, 
Lot  did  not  attend  the  second  course  and  obtain  a  degree  until  1816. 

The  piea  of  establijihing  a  Medical  College  in  Cincinnati,  origin - 
Med  with  him  soon  after  his  retom  from  Philadelphia  with  his 
i^oma ;  hot  the  nnmerons  difiicolties  in  the  way  of  this  new  enter- 
coontry,  were  not  overcome  until  1820,  when  the 
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founrling  of  the  Medical  GoU^  of  Ohio*  and  the  ComatnSti^W' 
pital,  was  effected  as  the  result  of  his  persevering  energy  aWltklents. 
In  this  Institution  he  lectured  only  two  sessions  at  this  time  :  leav- 
ing Cincinnati,  lie  accepted  a  Professorship  in  ^o  Translvania 
University  in  1828,  and  removed  to  Lexington. 

In  1826,  he  resigned  his  chair  in  the  Transylvania  University  and 
returned  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  commenced  a  jonmal  entitled  the 
"  Western  Jonmal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences." 

After  spending  three  years  journalizing,  he  went  to  Philadelphia 
and  lectured  one  session  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  CoUege. 

Hetuming  to  Cincinnati,  he  established  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  "  Miami  University,"  in  the  fall  of  1881 ;  but  resigned  the 
position  that  was  awarded  to  him  by  the  Trustees,  after  giving  one 
course  of  lectures. 

T!io  Cincinnati  College  was  revived  in  1885,  and  Dr.  Drake  ac- 
cepted the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  Medical  Department^ 
which  he  occupied  during  the  four  years  of  its  existence. 

At  the  dissolution  of  the  Cincinnati  Medical  College  he  accepted 
a  Professorship  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  which  he  retained 
till  1849.  During  this  period,  of  about  ten  years,  he  was  actively 
engaged  in  collecting  and  arranging  materials  for  his  great  work  on 
the  "Principal  Diseases  of  the  Valley  of  North  America,"  which 
was  published  in  Cincinnati  in  1850. 

Resigning  his  Professorship  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  he 
returned  again  to  Cindnnati,  and  was  appointed  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  Here  an  in- 
scrutible  Providence  decreed  that  he  should  g^ve  but  one  course  of 
lectures.  On  the  26th  of  October,  1852,  he  became  slightly  indis* 
posed,  which  gradually  increased  in  severity  till  the  5th  of  November, 
when  his  brilliant  but  diversified  career  was  terminated  by  a  cerebral 
ditiease. 

At  the  time  of  hw  death,  the  second  volume  of  his  work  on  the 
diseases  of  North  America  was  in  an  unfinished  state ;  but  a  large 
portion  was  in  manuscript,  ready  for  a  last  revision  and  publication. 
This  task  was  reserved  for  other  hands,  and  the  book  was  not  pub- 
lished until  1854. 

We  have  given  a  very  brief  chronological  outline  of  the  medical 
history  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  medical  men  that  has  lived 
on  the  American  soil.     For  a  complete  history  of  his  life,  our 
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(  referred  to  the  "Eulogy  Ly  Dr.  Gross/'  and  to  the 
of  Daniel  Drake,  M.  D.,  by  Mansfield." 

^^  Since  sending  an  urgent  solicitation  to  delinquents  in  the 
last  issue  of  the  Lancet,  so  many  have  kindly  responded  to  our  call, 
that  we  are  flattered  with  the  hope  that  very  few  names  will  have 
to  go  into  the  hands  of  a  Collector,  A  good  numlxjr  have  sent  in 
their  dues,  which  were  thankfully  received ;  others  have  asked  for 
farther  indulgence,  which  was  cheerfully  granted,  for  it  is  not  our 
object  to  oppress  any ;  but  a  few  yet  remain  silent,  and  from  tliose 
ire  are  still  anxious  to  have  a  word.  We  know  the  difficidtics  that 
joon^  men  in  the  profession  have  to  contend  with,  for  wo  have 
travelled  the  same  road  : — small  means,  heavy  expenses,  slow  pay- 
bk;  patients,  or  those  that  do  not  pay  at  all, — make  it  inconvenient 
for  them  to  remit  even  the  small  sum  tliat  would  square  our  account 
wii^i  ih*^m.  Yet  postage  is  cheap,  and  a  letter  similar  to  tlio  fol- 
lowing from  each  delinquent  would  encourage  us  to  wait  patiently 
for  the  "good  time  coming:" 

"DeabSib,  •••*** 

I  ought  to  send  you  six  dollars,  wliicli  is  due  you  for 
the  Western  Lancet,  but  I  cannot  at  this  time :  my  practice  is  small 
and  I  am  a  new  beginner,  but  I  will  send  you  some  money  as  soon 
a»  I  can.  I  would  like  to  have  the  Lancet  cou tinned  ;  but  it  is  poor 
encouragement  for  you  to  sen<l  it  unloss  I  pay  up.  I  do  not  want 
mr  acconnt  in  the  hands  of  a  Collector  if  it  can  be  helped.  * 

•  •  •  *  *  Send  on  the  Lancet  if 

vvQ  think  yon  can  venture  it. 

Yours,  with  respect, 

Xow  we  have  so  much  confidence  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
plain,  straightforward  honesty  that  is  indicated  in  this  letter,  that 
wt  are  willing  to  stake  not  only  the  past  but  the  future  upon  it,  not 
ody  in  this  instance  but  in  any  other  where  the  facts  arc  as  frankly 
€xpre>>ed.  It  is  our  aim  to  encourage  rather  than  embari-ass  any 
Tonn^  men  who  are  about  commencing  their  professional  career  ; 
aa*!  no  stronger  evidence  can  be  given  of  the  bright  future  that  is 
before  them,  than  an  exhibition  of  manly  honesty,  and  a  desire  to 
kaep  posted  in  the  literature  of  their  profession.  We  are  not  afraid, 
bat,  when  success  is  attained,  and  they  Iiavo  triumphed  over  the 
ragicoil  mountains  that  surround  the  "El  Dorado"  of  their  hopes, 
they  win  give  us  substantial  evidence  of  their  remembrance. 


We  can  supply  our  subscribers  with  missing  numbers  from 

the  two  volomes  of  54  and  55.  We  Imvc  on  baud  but  few  numbers 
of  53, — some  of  the  monthly  Issues  of  that  year  being  entirely  ex- 
kasBtftJ.  New  rahacribcra  can  be  supplied  with  complete  volumes 
0C185S.  « 
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*  According  to  an  established  custom,  we  send  i 
bcra,  at  tho  cominencement  of  the  year,  to  many  gentinMBt  who 
aro  not  subscribers,  hoping  thereby  to  secure  their  patronage.  We 
respectfully  invite  all  who  are  not  subscribers,  receiving  this  num- 
ber, to  examine  its  pages  and  oar  terms,  and  then  send  us  pennia- 
sion  to  place  their  names  on  our  list 


COXMSBOIAL  HOBFITAL. 

Perhaps  at  no  time  since  the  organization  of  this  benevolent  Insti- 
tution— one  of  the  oldest  of  the  kind  in  the  West — ^has  there  been 
greater  interest  in  the  variety  of  cases  presented,  and  the  clinical 
teaching,  both  medical  and  surgical,  than  during  the  present  session 
of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  The  Amphitheater  has  been  regu- 
larly crowded,  on  clinical  days,  by  students  and  physicians,  all  of 
whom  concur  in  testifying  to  the  rare  advantages  it  affords  for  the 
study  of  Clinical  medicine  and  surgery. 

We  are  rejoiced  to  see  the  increased  impulse  given  to  Cinical 
teaching  in  Cincinnati,  it  augurs  well  for  the  future ;  and,  by  secur- 
ing reports  of  Lectures,  we  hope  to  add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the 
Lancet  during  the  present  year. 

Many  very  important  surgical  operations  have  been  performed 
reports  of  which  will  appear  in  a  suosequent  number  of  our  joumaL 


istillantons. 


Inhalaiion  of  the  Tincture  of  Iodine  with  Chloroform.  By  M. 
TiTON. — ^This  new  preparation  is  a  solution  of  iodine  in  chloroform ; 
it  dissolves  the  iodine  even  to  complete  saturation  in  the  proportion 
of  twenty  to  one  hundred.  This  solution,  containing  the  fifth  part 
of  its  weight  of  pure  iodine,  is  of  sufficient  density  to  preserve  it 
imder  water,  and  is  of  a  deep  violet  color,  with  a  fine  purple  reflec- 
tion. Its  richness  in  iodine,  its  form  (that  of  a  diffusible  stimulant) 
are  all  conditions  the  most  favorable  to  the  perfect  action  of  the 
iodine ;  on  the  other  hand  the  dissolution  being  perfect,  the  mole- 
cules of  the  mctaloid  are,  so  to  speak,  imprisoned  in  the  vehicle. 
And  this  is  demonstrated  by  dropping  a  few  drops  in  a  test  tuba 
filled  with  urine,  water  or  saliva,  when  the  drops  fall  to  the  bottom 
in  a  spheroidal  form ;  and  whether  the  liquid  previously  contained 
the  appropriate  reagent,  or  whether  it  is  subsequently  added,  there 
are  no  traces  of  iodine  of  starch.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  cover 
the  mouth  of  a  bottle  holding  the  choloroform  tincture  of  iodine 
with  a  starched  paper,  upon  which,  either  before  or  after,  a  drop  of 
nitric  acid  has  been  placed,  a  blue  tint  is  immediately  apparent  upon 
that  part  of  the  paper  impregnated  with  the  reagents,  and  this  result 
is  more  or  less  hastened  if  the  bottle  is  wannedy  or  otherwise  by  the 
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heat  of  Afiiin^i.  We  have  hero,  con^ornicntly,  a  proof  that  the 
vApo^B^Cdlbrofonn.  othcrwis».»  ix^cognizahle  ])y  tlH?ir  agreeablo  odor, 
•,r»?  *  Iiar^'-.-l  with  ioiine  vapor.  This  pcrfet-t  sohibility  ami  volatility 
wlil'-h  p-rtain  to  tho  two  bodies  individually — less,  liowover,  than 
ilio?^'  ♦>f  rlie  pun^  chlorolbrm — warrant  a  ra]ud  and  complete  absorp- 
tion :  a  .d  the  flireet  proof  of  this  absorption  is  found  in  the  elimina- 
tk'Ti  of  liic  iodine  by  the  secretions.  Ten  minutes  after  an  inhalation 
of  tive  minutes,  the  iu«llne  was  detected  in  the  saliva,  and  in  fifteen 
minntcs  in  the  urine. 

The  ohl'»roforin  solution  uf  iodine  niny  bo  used  by  every  means  of 
inhilAtiou.  M.  Tilon  gtmerally  employs  a  phial,  whii-h  is  held  to 
otk^  of  the  nofitrils  for  two,  four,  or  ten  minuti'>  ;  and  the  evapora- 
tl<>a  i$  ha^teniNl  by  8haking  tho  phial  or  holding  it  in  the  hand.  The 
ir?;  in<f>i rations  prodace  a  feeling  of  calmness  and  ease,  without 
oT'-i^ioriinij  the  suflbcative  svmpt«>m.s  at  tini'»s  attondin*;  the  inhala- 
t"-»a  of  pure  chlorofv>rm.  I'lie  res  juratory  aL-tion  is  carried  on  with 
B  tr*-  fp!>^lum.  In  from  four  to  six  minutes  the  patient  feels  in  the 
no*-  a:i  1  throat  an  extremely  pungent  sensation,  which  rajddly  dis- 
i'j*ar>  the  moment  the  inhalations  aredisconlinuod.  The  pungency 
-AS  >•*  o>-.viatod  in  inspiring:  the  vaj^or  in  a  less  concentrated  form, 
ia  V'T*  athing  from  time  to  time  in  a  little  fresh  air  There  may  be 
j-4i  Af'.'-r  *e\-dral  inlialations  a  slight  degree  of  pri;ssuix>  about  the 
t^rnp-iral  regions,  which  disap])ears  rapidly.  Following  the  sedative 
^t."-i.  manifest  when  the  inhalation  is  commenced,  then;  is  an  in- 
f r  A*'  of  energy,  the  vital  forces  are  also  inrrt*ased,  and  the  quick- 
2—*  '.'f  p.-Rvption  and  sensation  announces  that  the  absorbeil  iodine 
La«  c.^rrifrl  its  action  to  tho  nervous  centres,  from  which  it  reflects  a 
*AlT3*an-  inilnencti  upon  the  whole  systi-m.  Lxliue,  administered  in 
vS  *  iinnu'.-r.  p'»><t*-si:.s  cviilently  two  advantags's  ;  in  ijio  iirst  place, 
:>■  riiatiry  may  Iw  f^r^hmb A  ad  libit  am :  th  •  contact  of  the  por- 
•.  -^a-.  ;L:i«;nuitling  like  the  inspirations,  the  susLVptiuility  of  tho 
:^r«:xa-,  in  allowing  the  duration  of  the  tieatmenl  to  Ik?  prolonged  ; 
Lu\  th-ti  x\\r  absorbing  surface  is  of  more  extent  certainly  than  by 
•.f  ;ri-ir#-iau*atinal  mucous  m?mbran'3. — Bulletin  de  Therap. 
SSffko^copt. 

KrcifionM  of  JoinU. — On  a  recent  occay^ion,  Mr.  Fcrgu-^son  snb- 
xitt^-l  to  lh<»  inspection  of  the  pupils  of  King's  rollrg«>  II<.spital,  a 
ismbrr  of  patients  on  whom  cxcinion  of  the  vanV»us  jt>int<ihaillxjen 
.r^onnM  from  time  to  time,  and  took  the  opportunity  of  making 
•i.in'  \-aluabIe  remarks  npon  tho  improv»'ments  whi<'h  had  been 
ifc!-^  in  this  ilepartmont  of  nursery,  and  upon  th-.?  in.livi«l?ial  cases 
tow  cnbmitteil  to  notice.  He  Iirst  ma»le  some  observations  upon 
ae  introlnclion  of  excision  of  the  elbow  joint,  in  \\\i  plac«»  of  am- 
p-^tAtion  through  the  ann.  Passing  a  cub'^ium  upon  Professor 
*;-"!>  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  introducini;  and  recommending 
u..-  operation,  he  observctl  that  it  was  not  followe<l  out  even  yet, 
a<  it  ought  to  be,  notwithstanding  its  acknowledged  superiority 
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over  all  other  modes  of  treating  incurable  disease  of  tttl  lioiBt.  .^As 

illustrative  of  these  remarks,  two  patients  were  introdtBU  iftd^om 
excision  of  the  elbow-joint  had  been  performed,  in  one'W^wRch  it 
had  not  1)ecn  done  more  than  ten  weeks,  and  yet  the  patient  (  a 
woman)  had  already  got  an  excellent  arm. 

Mr.  Fergusson  stated  that,  in  reference  to  this  proceeding  (  in 
the  elbow),  there  was  now  no  question  in  the  mind  of  any  surgeon  ; 
but  in  the  instance  of  some  other  joints,  there  had  been  much  con- 
troversy, and  he  would  now  draw  their  attention  to  a  case  where  he 
had  performed  the  operation  of  excision  of  the  head  of  the  thigh 
bono  several  years  ago  with  the  most  complete  success.  [The  m- 
dividual  on  whom  this  operation  had  been  done,  was  brought  into 
the  theater  ;  he  was  a  fine  healthy  young  man,  and  walked  with  the 
greatest  facility,  and  stated  that  ho  sometimes  walked  sixteen  miles 
in  the  day].  Ho*  was  particularly  glad  at  being  able  to  show  them 
this  patient,  inasmuch  as  some  very  erroneous  remarks  had  boon 
made  in  rcreiencc  to  the  propriety  of  this  operation.  Mr.  Symc 
had,  in  his  lectures  in  the  Lancet,  recently  publishcil,  stated  that,  if 
the  hc'jul  of  the  thigh  bone  had  been  taken  away  with  success,  the 
limb  could  not  be  of  any  use  for  the  support  of  the  body  ;  but  those 
who  now  liad  the  case  before  their  eyes  could  see  for  themselves  how 
gratuitous  such  an  assertion  was. 

Three  patients  were  next  brought  forward,  upon  whom  excision 
of  the  knee-joint  had  been  successfully  performed.  T^ic  first  was 
a  fine  healthy  woman,  who  had  undergone  the  operation  abont  two 
years  since  ;  a  perfect  anchylosis  had  taken  place,  and  by  the  help 
of  a  high  boot,  well  fitted  to  the  limb,  she  walked  with  the  utmost 
facility.  The  second  was  a  little  boy  who  had  undergone  the  opera- 
tion twelve  months  since,  and  could  also  walk,  even  without  artifi* 
cial  assistance,  with  great  facility  ;  and  the  third  case  was  also  a 
latl  upon  whom  his  friend,  Mr.  Henry  Smith,  had  operated  nine 
months  since,  under  the  greatest  disadvantages;  but  here  also,  an  the 
pupils  could  see,  the  patient  had  made  an  excellent  recovery,  and 
could  walk  about  with  the  same  facility. 

Mr.  Fergusson  made  some  lengtheneil  remarks  upon  the  opera- 
tion in  (lucstion,  and  stated  that  although,  to  his  i-egret,  most  mi- 
justifiablo  and  unhandsome  remarks  had  been  directed  by  Mr.  Syme 
against  the  promoters  and  pursuers  of  this  mode  of  treatment,  the 
proceeding  hatl  been  followed  out  by  several  surgeons,  and  the  suc- 
cess was  ho  admirable  that,  notwithstanding  the  veto  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Professor,  the  operation  was  now  fairly  established ;  taking 
the  opportunity  of  eulogizing  Mr.  Jones,  of  Jersey,  and  the  late  Dr. 
Mackenzie,  for  their  efforts  in  this  direction,  he  concluded  his  re- 
marks by  stating  that  he  hoped  his  puples  would  endeavor,  in  fit- 
ting instances,  to  follow  out  the  same  line  of  practice,  for  which 
they  had  ample  authority  in  the  cases  he  had  just  had  the  pleasure 
of  bringing  before  them  that  day. — Med,  Times  and  Oaz.,  Aug.  18 
855. 
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Fmicih^agwal  FuhUa.    By  S.  D.  Thomas,  M.  D.  of  PitU- 
tmrgh^Pa. 

Mn.  M-*  M — J  of  PftriSy  Portage  Co.,  Ohio,  was  delivered 

ai  the  winter  of  1848-49|  after  a  protracted  labor,  with  in- 

its.    Her  recovery  was  slow,  with  incontinence  of 

whieh  last  trouble  continued  until  she  was  operated 

poBy  being  something  over  three  years. 

la  the  fell  of  1849 1  treated  her  through  a  short  course  of 

r^  at  which  time  I  learned  her  condition.    I  instituted  an 

wnation,  ead  discovered  a  vesico-vaginal  fistula  of  the 

lae  of  the  bladder,  barely  admitting  the  point  of  the  finger. 

Qa  By  last  visit  I  proposed  to  operate,  and  explained  my 

|iia  to  her,  bat  she  would  not  consent. 

la  the  &U  of  1851  she  was  confined  again,  had  a  compara- 
anly  eaay  labor  with  breech  presentation,  as  I  learned  of  the 
atwding  phyaician^ 

I^ta  ia  the  winter  of  1851-52, 1  was  requested  to  visit 
hsB.   For  over  three  years,  she  told  me,  she  could  not  retain 

WUi-ZTIX.— 6. 


66  Thomas  on  Vesieo-vaginal  Fidula. 

her  nrine  for  any  time.  From  her  head  to  her  ! 
back  of  her  person  was  one  continuous  crop 
and  she  said  could  not  mingle  in  society  in  this 
condition,  and  had  rather  die  than  live  so  any  longer,  remind- 
ing me  of  my  suggestion  made  two  years  and  six  months  ago. 
She  is  now  determined  to  undergo  any  thing  that  is  radiant 
with  hope. 

She  expected  to  menstruate  in  a  few  days,  and  therefore 
two  weeks  from  that  day  was  set  for  the  operation.  I  gave 
orders  to  have  the  bowels  cleared  for  three  days  prior. 
I  invited  Drs.  James  Bronson,  and  Homer  Earl,  of  Newton 
Falls,  and  H.  Pratt,  of  Ravenna,  to  assist.  When  we  met, 
wo  stood  even,  two  for,  and  two  against  operating ;  however, 
she  having  the  casting  vote,  the  question  was  carried  in  the 
aflSrmative. 

She  was  placed  on  a  table  on  her  knees  and  chest,  her  arms 
under  the  face,  made  as  easy  as  possible  with  pillows,  as* 
sistants  raised  the  nates  and  labia  upwards  and  outwards; 
then  by  introducing  a  scoop-like  plate  to  support  the  peri- 
neum, the  fistula  was  brought  into  view.  (See  Fig.  2.)  It 
was  not  the  small  opening  of  old,  but  large  enough  to  admit 
two  fingers,  with  the  right  side  extending  deep  into  the  tissues 
of  the  pelvic  wall,  ulceration  having  taken  plaee  in  that 
direction  with  adhesions.  This  enlargement  was  caused 
doubtless  in  the  last  labor,  t  gave  notice  of  this  unfavorable 
condition  to  the  patient,  still  she  was  firm  and  resolute. 
I  therefore  proceeded  with  tenaculum  and  knife,  and  pared 
the  edge  of  the  opening  from  about  a  third  of  an  inch  of  its 
border  externally,  to  its  vesical  edge  internally,  making  a  raw 
sui'face  of  full  half  an  inch,  lining  its  whole  circumference, 
excepting  at  the  above  spoken  of  attached  and  ulcerated  por- 
tion, wliich  was  scraped  with  the  knife  till  it  was  fully  abraded ; 
then  two  incision  slits  were  made  from  it,  about  half  or 
three-fourths  of  an  inch  long,  one  directly  upward,  and  the 
other  directly  outward  or  downward.     Then  with  a  long 
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ritli  an  eye  close  to  the  p oint,  something  like  a 


Aj  Fiatulou  opening,  B,  Lips  of  the 
fatulft  p*re«l  off.  Q  The  portion  which  wu 
adherent,  and  extending  into  the  tissues  of 
tke  peWis;  scraped  in  the  operation,  and 
cvverel  bjr  eplitting  the  Tagina  in  a  Yertical 
direction.  />,  Os  uteri,  e,  e.  Shows  the 
■Bsores  and  points  of  entrance.  /*,  F,  are 
the  lead  ban  on  the  wires  ready  to  be 
dfktcned. 


lipmire  needle,  but  not  so  much  curved,  five  ligatures  about 

a  third  of  an  inch  apart,  were  passed  from  about  a  third  of 

in  inch  anteriorly  to  the  edge  of  the  pared  portion  through 

into  it,  within  a  trifling  distance  of  the  vesical  membrane, 

then  pushing  it  into  the  opposite  side  at  a  corresponding 

point,  and  finally  bringing  it  out  at  a  point  above,  corre- 

■^n^ling  with  the  point  of  introduction ;  the  thread  being 

if-«'ke«L  and  one  end  brought  out  externally  while  the  needle 

VM  withdrawn.     These  five  ligatures  were  replaced  by  as 

amy  silver  wires,  by  fastening  a  loop  of  fine  silver  wire  to 

•ie  ductal  ends  of  silk,  then  pulling  on  the  proximal  ends  of 

']ie  ftiik  thread,  carrying  the  wire  up  on  the  handle  of  a 

Kbife.     Finally  a  round  lead  bar  was  fastened  to  the  distal 

»ztrexutT  of  the  wires  by  passing  the  wires  through  holes  in 

tW  lead  bar  rather  closer  together  than  the  perforations  in 

the  soft  parts,  so  as  to  contract  the  wound  in  its  length. 

Thm  R&all  shot  were  pinched  fast  on  the  wires,  none  of  the 

fmu  being  left  to  protrude ;  the  bar  was  then  carried  in  a 
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pair  offerors  8«  th»t  it  layonrer  the  distal  aida  of  tiAw^^fd. 
A  similar  bar  was  pushed  up  on  the  proximal  end.  of^e 
wires  against  the  soft  parts,  till  the  scarified  edges  were 
brought  firmly  together,  then  small  shot  were  passed  up  on 
the  wires  and  pinched  fast  close  to  the  bar,  making  it  firm  in 
its  position.  The  edges  of  the  incisions  spoken  of  were  also 
by  this  procedure,  approximated  to  the  wasted  portion  of  the 
tissues  from  ulceration.   This  I  then  did,  and  still  do  consider 


[This  out  shows  the  position  of  tha  woman  during  the  operation,  and  tiw 
appearance  of  the  fistula  immcdiatclj  after  it  was  completed.] 

the  most  intricate  part  of  the  operation,  for  without  these 
incisions  it  would  have  been  utterly  impossible  to  have  ap* 
proximated  the  parts  at  this  point,  without  which  the  opera-* 
tion  would  have  been  unsuccessful.  A  silrer  catheter  was 
introduced  into  the  urethra,  and  a  smaU  quantity  of  urine 
passed,  and  continued  to  dribble  away,  the  catheter  being 
left  in.  Th  patient  was  put  in  bed,  half  a  grain  of  the 
acet.  of  morphia  was  giTea,  and  to  be  repeated  as  occasion 
required.    A  few  crackers,  I  think  fiye  a  day,  was  the  diet 
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ordered,  with  pounded  ice  if  thirsty*  For  the  first  thirty 
hoQT*^  owing  to  the  rapid  formation  of  urinary  concretions  on 
the  catheter,  I  had  much  trouble  with  frequent  calls  that  the 
catheter  must  be  re-introduced,  but  on  the  second  night  the 
patient  succeeded  in  introducing  it  herself;  there  was  also 
trouble  from  hemorrhage,  but  it  was  finally  stopped  about  the 
fifth  day,  by  the  persevering  application  of  cold  wet  cloths  to 
the  pubic  region.  A  piece  of  oiled  silk  was  fastened  to  the 
mooth  of  the  catheter,  which  carried  tho  urine  away,  thus 
keeping  the  patient  dry  and  comfortable.  The  bars  wore  left 
in  their  places  till  the  eighth  day,  when  they  were  removed 
by  nipping  the  shot  oif  from  the  distal  bar,  then  withdrawing 
the  wires  by  polling  on  the  proiimal  ends  that  were  enclosed 
in  a  pledget  of  cotton  externally,  tbe  bars  were  then  lifted  out 
of  their  beds.  Union  had  taken  place  over  the  whole  extent 
of  the  wound,  but  there  was  a  deep  ulcer,  caused  by  a  rough- 
Desf>  of  one  end  of  one  of  the  bars ;  this  was  touched  lightly 
vith  nitrate  of  silver,  and  the  patient  directed  to  continue  in 
the  recumbent  position.  After  this,  injections  of  a  grain  of  the 
mlpbu  copper  to  the  ounce  of  water  were  used  daily.  On  the 
■koraing  of  the  twenty-third  day  after  the  operation,  there 
was  some  tenderness  of  the  bowels,  and  I  ordered  a  teaspoon- 
fil  of  castor  oil,  to  be  followed  with  a  warm  water  enema  if 
it  did  not  move  the  bowels,  which  had  to  be  administered 
onee.  Afker  this  a  more  generous  diet  was  allowed,  and  the 
bowels  acted  suflEicieutly  unaided  by  medicine.  About  the 
SOth  day  the  catheter  was  left  out  for  an  hour  at  a  time,  but 
kept  introduced  through  the  night.  40th  day  was  left  out  for 
:be  intervals  of  two  hours,  always  introducing  it  before 
defecation,  and  the  patient  was  allowed  to  sit  up.  I  visited  her 
ocrvionally  till  the  (iOth  day,  when  I  dischargeil  her,  well. 

Last  Jane  she  called  at  my  office  in  Pittsburgh ;  her  call 
VM  altogether  unlocked  for  by  me,  as  she  lived  something 
over  100  miles  off.  I  suppose  that  I  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
agiute«l,  fearing  her  trouble  had  returned,  which  it  seems 
ike  aaderstood,  and  before  I  could  recover  my  composure  to 
be  said,  *^  don't  look  so  inquisitive  and  discouraged  ai 
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me,  for  I  am  perfectly  iveUy  if  I  was  not  I  couldn't  be  here, 
for  I  could  not  go  to  my  next  neighbor  before  my  cEgease 
was  cured."  

A  Statiatical  Table  ehowing  the  Eeeutte  ofBroBdor'e  operation 

in  the  Treatment  of  Aneurisins  of  the  Innominaia  and 

CaroHd  Arteries.   By  Geo.  C.  Blac?man,  M.  D.,  Professor 

of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio ;  and  Surgeon 

to  the  Commercial  Hospital,  Cincinnati. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  in  the  present  communication  to  enter 

into  a  lengthy  examination  of  the  conflicting  opinions  which 

have  been  entertained  by  surgeons  of  eminence  in  reference 

to  this  operation. 

Roux  in  his  "  Qiuiranie  Annees  de  Pratique  Chirurgicalej 
tom.  ii.,  p.  34,  deplores  his  own  inexperience  in  the  treat- 
ment of  aneurisms,  and  especially  his  want  of  an  opportunity 
to  test  the  value  of  Brasdor's  operation,  which  he  seems  proud 
to  claim  for  French  surgery.  While  he  admits  that  the 
Hunterian  operation  forms  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  our 
art,  he  exultingly  writes;  ^^It  was  our  Brasdor  who  first 
conceived  the  idea ;  it  was  he  who  first  proposed  the  enquiry, 
whether  the  application  of  a  ligature  <m  the  distal  side  of  an 
aneurism  might  not  produce  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  in 
the  sac,  the  progressive  condensation  of  the  coagula,  and  the 
final  obliteration  of  the  diseased  artery."    (p.  88.) 

We  are  not  disposed  to  contest  the  claims  of  French  surgery 
to  this  operation,  but  we  have  good  reasons  for  asserting  that 
had  it  not  been  revived  and  modified  by  Wardrop,  of  England, 
and  tested  by  British  and  American  surgeons,  a  just  decision 
as  to  its  merits  could  not  even  to  this  day  have  been  formed. 
Indeed,  the  most  zealous  admirers  of  French  surgery  must 
admit,  that  so  far  as  that  of  the  arteries  is  concerned,  it  is, 
and  has  ever  been,  far  behind  that  of  Great  Britain  or  our 
own  country.  The  former,  we  beiievo,  may  justly  claim 
priority  in  the  ligature  of  the  subclavion,  aorta,  external  and 
internal  iliac,  and  femoral  (we  speak  of  the  modem  operation), 
while  to  American  surgery  belongs  the  ligature  of  the  inno- 
minata,  left  subclavian  within  the  scaleni,  and  common  iliac, 
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lemTiBg  jkp  Hebenstreit  of  (German j  the  carotid;  and  the  ver- 
tebral 10  Maisonneuve  of  France. 

Bat  what  have  been  the  results  of  the  method,  first  pro- 
Mwed  by  Brasdor,  and  first  most  bunglingly  executed  by 
beschamps,  when  applied  to  aneurisms  of  the  root  of  the 
carotid  or  innominata  ? 


[AM€Hri$nu  of  Innommata  treated  by  Ligature  of  Subclavian 

ordy. 

t  Anearltm  of  rabcIaTian,  dfr- 
atation    of  iunomlnata,  and 
(  morrhage. 


aipvytriB 


Waidrop 


KackBUi    < 


Died 
day. 


nlBth  f  Kxhauaf Ion,  "folio winjr 
Hiwo  I  cough  and  aeconUary  he 


Died  two  jmx%  5i 
•lUr  opcratiom.  ^ 


Kzhanalioo. 


Med 


.aorta. 

Aneuriam  of  innominata,  dil- 
atation of  aorta,  and  oblite- 

^  ration  of  right  carotid. 
Size  of  tnmor  and  pnlaatlona 
diminlthed,    reapiration    im- 
proved. 
Tubular  aneurltm  of  innoml- 

f  nata  and  arch  of  aorta.     Left 

)  carotid  and  aubclavian  obli. 

>rated. 


eiglithj  Hemorrhage  canaed  by 
1  Jumping  out  of  bed, 

AmeuriMmM  of  Innominata  treated  by  Ligature  of  Carotid  only. 

r Tumor  eztated  with    pulsa- 
jTjrn^.j-j  J  tioo,  at  the  end  of  a  year. 

^'*^""'~'  *  Itaprogreat     arreated     »"« 


Em*,  (of  J  J 


■•a 


AIM  Key 


Med.  Hemorrhage. 

Vertebral  arterlee  dim- 
iaiahed  in  aixe,  deficient 
,  eapply  of  blood  to  brain. 

Pneumonia. 


(Died  abortty  af- 
iter  operatloa- 


( Mod  OB  eerenth 

Died  m  MOBtbe . 
after  oporatloB.  ** 


CaspbeU     ^ 


Med  oa  191b  day 


Caoae  ankaown. 


Pneononla. 


fBroncbitla,     inflamma- 
tion and  suppuration  of, 
•at,  opening  into  tra 


not 


After  death,  no  tumor  exter- 
nally,  but  internally,  large  aa 
a  doublo  fiat. 

Aneuriam  of  innominata,  and 
arch  of  aorta.    Occluaion  of 

^  left  carotid. 
Tumor  nearly  filled  with  firm 
.  coagulum,  carotid  pervioua. 

'Aneuriam  of  innominata  and 
carotid.  Arch  of  aorta  die* 
eaaed.  Right  caroUd  dUat- 
ed  to  Beat  of  ligature,  and 
plugged  by  firm  coagulum. 
'Tumor  dimlnlabed.  Anou- 
ritm  of  innominata  and  arch 
of  aorta  Mlatation  of  de- 
scending aorta  as  far  as  di- 
aphragm. 

^Tumor  diminished.  After 
death,  filled  with  purulent 
matter,  and  grumons  blood. 
Firm  coagula  in  right  carotid 

i^and  aubclaTian. 


Amturiam  af  Innominata  treated  by  Ligature  of  Carotid  and 

Subclavian. 


K^rv 


J  SStk.  1(J99^  Bab- j 
\  clavtan, 
M, »».  {  ature 


r  Carotid  Aof.  !¥).,  (  Died  three  weeka  after  (  Tnmor  filled  with  firm  coa- 
;  inS.BobcUTlan*  laat  operation,  from^  golum,  a  channel  size  of  ar- 
[  Aof.  td,  U*I0.    ^pleurikf.  I tery,  pervious. 

£^i'«*,%^x's-^?;a^b'uJitiro?.v^ 

fj^h^-^  f  mn^Vi;  ISfi.?^^^^^^^^^  fo'^  *  ^»»"«-     Tumor 

Decbr.^  $  months  after  first  lig  ^j  increased    after    ligature    of 

I  aubclavian. 
I  rw.«*ij  ...■  .-w  (  Oblllcralion  of    left   carotid 

J*i7/2!l!fJliJI:JT^i«Hindv^.«  J*n*»    »^?»>*    Tertebral.  brain 

^  claTian  eimnlu-/ Died  in  dx  daya.  -^  auppllcd    by    left   vertebral 

I  ■"■''•  L  Lonly. 

Wm  are  imable  to  aiate  to  which  artery  the  ligatore  was  applied  la  the 

(Reported  In  theGaxette  Medi- 
<cale,)839,p.57.  also  refened  to 
(by  M.  Diday,  fidt,  Feb.l8i3. 


^B«Mitec«.     I 


Dfed**ii4fiwdryt.* 
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Aneurims  cf  Root  of  Carotidy  tre^OedijfBrMdar^i  ^jfgMian. 


Wtrdrop 


|. 


iftmb«rt 


L 
(Died. 

J  SeeoYered. 


J  day,   t 
ibunrt. 
Ur««n«i    


vati]  ftfU 
ttaeD    wpponted  and 
FftCfont  alWo  ttuM 
Urtan  after  operation. 


Roy  on  4 


t  Tomor  VHpld^j  dfainliliad  af- 
i  ter  operaoon.  Patient  all«« 
^  three  yean  after  operation. 


Lane 


Tilknna 


Rlgen 


*  2:tlJ?jiIIr*>l»iI«mentor  aae,  ftora-  > 
nation.  i 


jAUYe  and  weU 
lafterwaida. 


yean 


Died   4 


montlw  after  t  SfJjJ* 


or  tentk  day.       j  dclnllammatlon'. 

Suppoead  «»2.XDied  6  montba  after  lit.  ^™!*  T*!^  *??•  e?«««^"". 
at  root  of  Infl  'IS  in  anA  S  JJiS^  ^  !■"*  dlnlnlehed  in  else    ' 
cawtid  artery.    "       "  "^  ^^  •^"**        '•^  *v«— ♦!— 
Snppoeed  anen. 

lirottf  artlrjf  J  — '"  ••"-  "•  ""^^^        (the  opeiaUon. 


IM  operation, 
root  of  left  V^^  ,„  ^^^  of  aortal        ?•-«»*  dlmlnUhed  In  Mse  after 


IwlthwMtocoafulnni, 


G.  0.  B.] 


Onr  Table  containB  24  oaseSy  of  which  but  8  were  treated  on 
Bra$dor'8  plan,  while  in  15  the  operation  was  performed 
according  to  the  modification  adopted  bj  Mr.  Wardrop, 
and  in  one,  Dolhoft;  mode  is  unknown. 


[ff,  Hunteriftn  lig.  between  ftnenrlsm  and  heart.    B,  Bradsor'f  lig. 
aboT«  aneaxiim,  i.  e.  on  diatal  tide.    IT,  Wardrop  lig.  of  one  branch  onlj.] 
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Ifrw  IftDer  in  his  Principles  of  Surgery,  p.  543,  Am.  Edit., 
icnnrks  thikl  Wardrop's  method  contains  ^^  within  itself  the 
•lemcnCB  of  certain  failure/'  and  yet  we  find  of  the  eight  cases 
of  aaeriam  of  the  innominata  thus  treated,  Mr.  Evans'  patient 
reeorered,  or  in  other  words  the  progress  of  the  disease  was 
arrested,  but  the  patient  was  not  cured.  One  of  Dr.  Mott's 
padents  died  about  seven  months  after  tbe  operation,  and 
3fr.  Morrison's  survived  some  20  months.  Those  treated  by 
Egftture  of  subclavian  alone,  including  our  own  case,  all 
died.  It  may  be  asked,  why,  in  our  case,  the  latter  artery 
was  selected?  We  reply,  simply  because  compression  on  its 
trunk  produced  the  greatest  diminution  in  the  sise  of  the 
tamor  above  the  sternum. 

Brasdor*8  operation,  as  will  be  seen,  has  been  most  success- 
fid  in  the  treatment  of  aneurisms  at  the  root  of  the  carotid; 
■o  leas  than  three  out  of  five  having  recovered.  When  applied 
to  the  innominata,  its  almost  uniformly  fifttal  results  have 
been  such  ss  to  justify  in  a  great  measure,  Allan  Bums' 
denanciation  of  it,  as  being  ^'  absurd  in  theory,"  and  ^^ruinous 
ia  pcactioe." 

Bat  in  jud^ng  these  operations  we  must  remember  that 
Brasdor^s  was  designed  for  cases  in  which  the  Hunterian 
could  not  be  performed,  and  that  Wardrop's  was  proposed 
for  those  beyond  the  reach  of  either.  The  numerous  failures 
of  these  methods,  and  Uie  very  great  uncertainty  attending 
the  diagnosis  of  aneurisms,  or  pulsatory  tumors  just  above 
ikm  sternum,  render  it  desirable  that  the  surgeon  should 
beeome  possessed  of  some  measure  more  efiectual,  and  at- 
tended with  less  hatard  to  the  patient.  And  we  believe  that 
1  new  era  is  about  to  dawn  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
aneiuiam  at  the  root  of  the  neck,  or  at  other  points  to  which 
die  Hunterian  operation  is  inapplicable.  I  refer  to  the 
*-  Borer^  proceeding  adopted  by  Mr.  Fergusson,  in  cases  of 
abdavian  aneurism,  the  principle  of  which  we  made  known 
to  the  profession '  in  this  country,  in  our  correspondence 
for  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences, 
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April,  1847.  In  our  eommunication  dated  Jan.  l8t,'1847, 
we  thus  wrote : — In  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  richly 
illustrated  lectures  on  Aneurism,  I  have  heard  Prof.  Fer- 
gusson,  after  relating  several  cases  of  spontaneous  cure  which 
had  come  under  his  observation,  stated  that  he  had  been  led 
from  reflecting  on  what  must  occur  in  such  cases,  to  suggest 
a  plan  of  treatment  which  at  first  might  seem  to  be  by  no 
means  unattended  with  danger.  A  patient  was  under  his 
care  affected  with  an  aneurism  of  the  subclavian,  on  whom  he 
expected  soon  to  operate.  The  man  was  exceedingly  fond  of 
active  exercise,  and  whilst  engaged  in  swimming,  he  felt 
something  suddenly  give  way  in  the  part  with  a  snap,  and 
from  that  time  all  pulsation  ceased,  and  the  patient  was  per- 
fectly cured.  The  cure  in  this  instance,  IVof.  F.  supposes 
arose  from  the  dislodgement  of  a  portion  of  the  concentric 
layers  of  fibrin  which  is  generally  present  in  the  aneurismal 
sac,  and  by  which  the  current  was  obstructed,  and  the  blood 
more  readily  permitted  to  coagulate.  Now  Prof.  F.  thinks 
we  might  often  produce  the  same  effect  by  suddenly  grasping 
the  tumor,  and  pressing  it  with  much  force,  as  we  should  thus 
effect  a  similar  dislodgement.  He  does  not  believe  that  this 
method  would  be  the  cause  of  the  rupture  of  the  external 
coverings  of  the  sac,  as  with  the  exception  of  these  cases  in 
which  it  is  about  spontaneously  to  burst,  and  in  which  it 
would  be  obviously  improper  to  make  such  an  attempt,  these 
layers  are  of  great  strength.  The  success  which  has  been 
attained  by  pressiure  in  some  of  these  cases,  illustrates  in  a 
striking  manner,  the  truth  of  the  declaration  made  long  since 
by  the  immortal  Hunter,  viz.,  that  the  force  of  the  circulation 
being  taken  off  from  the  aneurismal  sac,  the  progress  of  the 
disease  would  be  arrested,  it  being  necessary  that  the  force  of 
the  circulation  should  be  diminished  only,  and  not  that  it  should 
be  completely  destroyed.  "  Facts  prove"  says  Mr.  Bellingham, 
"  that  any  obstruction  to  the  current  of  blood  by  which  its 
velocity  and  amount  are  diminished,  will  accelerate  the  depo- 
sition of  fibrine  in  the  aneurismal  sac,  and  that  once  this 
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has  oommenced,  if  the  same  agents  continne  in 
operation,  it  will  go  on  until  the  sac  becomes  filled,  and  no 
longer  permits  of  the  entrance  of  blood."  The  suggestion  of 
Prof.  Fergueson  certainly  appears  very  plausible,  and  the 
experiment  well  worthy  of  a  trial. 

Since  wc  penned  the  above  remarks,  Mr.  Fergusson  has 
tested  this  plan  of  treatment  in  several  cases  of  subclavian 
aaenrism,  and  in  one  case,  after  the  lapse  of  two  years,  the 
cure  was  complete.  As  some  of  the  fibrinous  layers  of  the 
anenrismal  sac  must  be  carried  into  the  axillary  or  brachial 
artery,  the  cure  in  these  cases  is  partly  efiected  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Brasdorean  method. 

In  concluding  our  remarks  on  this  subject  we  cannot  pass 
in  silence  the  successful  case  of  treating  an  axillary  aneurism 
by  compression  on  the  distal  side,  which  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  our  friend  Prof.  Groldsmith,  of  Castleton,  Yt. 
A  report  may  be  found  in  the  Boston  Med.  Surg.  Journal, 
for  Dec^  1845. 


Om  the  Treaiment  of  Chronic  Ophthalmia  in  General.    By 

G.  A.  KrKKLER,  M.  D.,  of  Madison,  Indiana. 
I^The  objects  to  be  desired  in  the  treatment  of  chronic 
ophthalmia  may  be  enclosed  in  the  following  categories. 
1.  The  removal  as  far  as  possible  of  all  sources  of  irritation 
frr/m  the  diseased  eye.  2.  To  diminish  or  remove  the  con- 
gestion of  blood  to  the  same.  8.  To  increase  the  process  of 
afa^orption.     4.  To  remove  the  nervous  irritation. 

To  relieve  the  congestion  our  remedies  are  threefold,  wc 
either  reduce  the  quantity  of  the  blood  by  direct  depletion, 
or  by  derivating  its  course  to  another  organ  by  external 
irritants,  or  lastly,  we  act  directly  upon  the  diseased  tissue  by 
aftringenta,  or  other  remedies  increasing  the  contractility  of 
the  part ;  further  by  increasing  the  action  of  the  organs  of 
•ccretion  by  purgatives,  sialagogues,  diaphoretics,  etc.,  etc. ; 
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to  achieve  these  points  however,  a  systematic  plan  8^i<Hild  be 
adopted  embracing  diet,  clothing,  nursing  as  well  as  medicine, 
otherwise  but  little  benefit  will  result. 

1st.  General  bleeding  is  generallj  useless  when  the  in- 
flammation is  superficial,  and  should  not  be  employed  unless 
it  should  acquire  great  intensity,  and  threaten  to  implicate 
the  deeper  structures.  Local  bleeding  by  cups  and  leeches, 
applied  to  the  temples,  neck  or  mastorid  processes,  will  gene- 
rally be  found  of  benefit. 

2d.  DerivaUan  hy  hlisten  and  issties,  will  be  invariably 
found  useful,  in  those  forms  of  ophthalmia  where  there  is  a 
thickened  and  granular  state  of  the  conjunctiva ;  with  opacity 
of  the  cornea,  also,  where  the  iris  or  cornea  is  in  a  state  of 
chronic  inflammation,  in  such  cases  the  application  of  blis- 
ters, or  tarter  emetic  ointment  in  the  temples  or  behind  the 
ears,  form  a  powerful  adjuvant  to  antiphlogistics. 

3d.  BevtiUion  an  the  nUedinal  eanalj  is  always  necessary, 
the  bowels  should  be  kept  in  a  relaxed  condition,  by  the 
occasional  exhibition  of  pil  hydrarg.,  rhubarb,  or  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  when  the  inflammation  is  more  active  and  the  con- 
stitution still  sound,  a  more  active  revulsion  is  required,  and 
ma,j  be  procured  by  strong  purges  and  enemata,  with  the 
frequent  use  of  irritating  pediluvia. 

4th.  Excitement  of  the  fundione  of  the  skin.  In  cases 
where  the  disease  has  taken  the  form  of  sclerotitis,  or 
catharro-rheumatic  ophthalmia,  with  great  irritability  of  the 
eye,  and  constant  relapses  on  slight  atmosperic  changes ;  in 
such  cases  besides  the  local  treatment,  much  good  results 
from  the  use  of  tarter  emetic ;  best  given  in  th6  form  of  saline 
powder,  with  calomel  and  nitrate  of  potassa,  and  keeping  the 
patient  as  warm  as  possible.  In  other  cases  great  benefit 
results  from  administering  the  Sp.  mindereri  in  bland  fluids, 
Dover's  powder  may  also  be  given,  especially  on  going  to  bed. 

5th.  Irritation  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  will  be 
found  an  excellent  remedy  when  the  disease  is  of  old  standing, 
especially  in  scrofulous,  and  constantly  relapsing  catharrhal 
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ophthml^fti  the  mucous  membrane  may  be  touched  daily 
^th  ft  pencil  of  nitrate  of  silver,  or  a  pinch  of  strong  Spanish 
muS  may  be  taken  every  few  honrs.  Powd.  orris  root,  and 
itharides  are  also  occasionally  employed  for  this  purpose. 
6tlu  MereuriaUMium.  In  the  internal  ophthahnia  mer- 
18  indispensable,  it  is  always  desirable  to  bring  the 
mtem  under  its  influence  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  to  keep 
^  its  specific  action  in  a  light  degree  for  10  or  15  days, 
ft  &Torftble  result  will  always  be  observed  in  iritis,  irito-cap- 
fiK^itj  and  inflammation  of  the  parenchyma  of  the  cornea, 
lisft  good  ifi  observed  from  its  use  in  pannus,  choroiditis,  and 
Aft  leftat  in  glaucoma. 

7th.  Tonia.  In  patients  of  weak  and  irritable  habits 
ikey  are  of  great  advantage  to  promote  convalescence  after 
the  inflammation  has  been  subdued,  but  in  some  cases  they 
wmj  be  employed  where  the  inflammatory  process  is  still 
ftfting  on.  Thus  in  scrofulous  ophthalmia,  the  use  of  iron 
imI  qninift  is  scarcely  less  efficacious  than  mercury  in  iritis. 
In»9  quinine,  sulphuric  acid,  etc.,  etc.,  may  be  employed  as 
iaficftlionB  may  require. 

In  the  chronic  internal  ophthalmia,  corrosive  sublimate 
gifCB  in  conjunction  with  tincture  of  bark  will  be  found  very 
laeAil.  The  officinal  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron  in  doses  of  12  to 
15  drops  three  times  daily,  will  also  be  of  advantage  in  cases 
canplicftted  with  ansemia,  dyspepsia,  etc. 

8Ui.  Local  oippUeatumMy  may  be  divided  into  those  reme- 
£es  which  act  principally  by  their  stimulant,  astringent, 
ledftsive  or  exhasotic  properties. 

In  all  intemftl  ophthalmias  the  application  of  stimulants  is 
seleas  or  deatructive ;  while  in  the  external  ophthalmia  more 
■  efeetftd  by  their  means  than  by  almost  any  other  kind  of 
mniLilj  When  judiciously  used,  they  save  the  patient  a 
piiat  amoimt  of  suffering,  and  Uie  physician  an  infinite 
Hftovnt  of  troable;  when  improperly  employed,  they  not  only 
a«r«fftfte  ftnd  lengthen  the  disease,  but  often  prove  destruc- 
tiiTft  lo  Tiaion ;  eare  should  therefore  be  taken,  both  in  the 
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use  and  selection  of  local  remedies.  When  they  aeem  to 
aggravate  the  inflammation  they  must  be  abandoned,  and 
the  antiphlogistics  exclusively  used.  When  one  of  these  local 
applications  however,  is  of  no  service,  another  will  often  suc- 
ceed, and  it  is  also  useful  to  change  the  remedy  when  it 
seems  to  lose  its  power ;  and  it  may  after  a  time  be  again 
recurred  to. 

Among  the  most  valuable  local  remedies  which  we  have,  is 
the  nitrate  of  silver,  it  is  particularly  adapted  to  inflamma- 
tions of  the  conjunctiva,  especially  where  there  is  a  tendency 
to  granulation.  It  should  be  prescribed  in  doses  of  at  least 
10  to  15  grs.  to  the  ounce  of  water,  the  applications  should 
be  very  frequent,  the  solution  being  either  dropped  into  the 
eye,  or  applied  with  a  camel  hair  pencil,  about  every  half 
hour,  for  one  or  two  days,  by  doing  this  the  conjunctiva  re- 
mains in  a  state  of  continual  spasmodic  contraction,  and  che 
reaction  is  thus  prevented.  In  vascular  cornea  and  pannuB 
the  nitrate  of  silver  will  also  be  found  of  great  value,  in  such 
cases  the  whole  cornea  should  be  cauterized  with  the  solid 
caustic,  allowing  it  to  remain  in  contact  with  the  part  one  or 
two  minutes,  narcotic  fomentations  may  be  employed  to 
alleviate  the  pain,  it  is  rarely  necessary  to  repeat  the  appli- 
cation a  second  time,  cases  which  had  previously  resisted  all 
other  measures  speedily  yielded  to  this. 

Another  valuable  local  remedy  in  chronic  ophthalmia  is 
iodine.  Tlie  officinal  tincture  may  be  applied  externally  to 
the  eyelids  in  chronic  conjunctivitis  with  much  benefit,  it 
produces  severe  pain  for  one  or  two  hours,  but  is  invariably 
followed  by  marked  improvement ;  in  children  the  tincture 
should  be  diluted  one  half,  to  prevent  vesication. 

Iodine  dissolved  in  chloroform  and  applied  as  vapor  has 
been  lately  recommended  by  Dr.  Page,  of  Boston,  in  three 
cases  of  strumous  ophthalmia,  with  great  intolerance  of  light 
and  spasmodic  closure  of  the  lids.  I  have  found  the  vapor  to 
act  admirably,  greatly  diminishing  the  intolerance  of  light^ 
and  the  profuse  lachrymation. 
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Of  the  sftline  stimnlante,  the  su^hate  of  zinc  has  main- 
tmined  its  character  aboTe  all  others.  It  is  the  popular  <<  eye 
nmter''  of  this  conntrj.  The  sulphate  of  copper  as  well  as 
the  lapis  difimia  may  however  be  of  equal  yalue,  indeed  many 
odier  salts  are  probably  equally  c£Scient  in  proportion  to  their 
fdnmlatiiig  properties ;  and  hence  the  popular  use  of  vinegar 
aad  water,  brandy,  eau  de  cologne,  salt  and  water,  etc.,  which 
are  sometimes  employed,  notwithstanding  the  objecticms  their 
use  must  suggest.  The  sulphates  of  zinc  and  copper,  and  the 
lapis  divinos,  may  be  preserved  in  the  officinal  camphor 
water  in  the  proportion  of  about  4  grains  to  the  ounce,  and 
^plied  to  the  eye  five  to  six  times  during  the  day. 

Of  astringent  remedies,  tannin  from  the  organic,  and  alum 
from  the  inorganic  sources,  are  most  entitled  to  confidence, 
coQsi'lering  their  action  on  lifeless  structures.  Tannin  may 
be  prescribed  in  the  proportion  of  10  to  12  grains  to  the 
ovnce  of  water,  and  then  filtering  the  solution ;  of  alum  a 
satorated  solution  may  be  made,  and  dropped  with  safety  be- 
tween the  eyelids  once  or  twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and 
a  weaker  solution  of  four  to  six  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water, 
aav  be  more  freely  used  as  a  colly riura.  It  has  probably 
Bere  astringent  with  less  stimulating  properties  than  any 
"ther  salt.  Acetate  of  lead  is  also  powerfully  astringent 
vith  little  stimulating  qualities,  and  perhaps  some  sedative 
operation. 

The  vinom  opii  is  another  remedy  which  has  maintained  its 
dkaracter  among  practical  men  better  than  almost  any  local 
xppHcmtion  known.  It  occasionally  fails,  especially  when 
Ke^i  in  cases  unsuited  to  it ;  whatever  benefit  attends  its  use, 
««ems  to  depend  on  its  stimulating  properties  quite  as  much 
M  its  sedative ;  but  probably  it  arises  from  the  union  of  the 
:vo«  althoogfa  such  a  combination  may  appear  unaccountable. 
It  may  be  considered  indicated  in  all  those  cases  where  there 
if  scalding  pain,  profuse  flow  of  tears,  and  intolerance  of 
Eght. 

Of  the  method  of  applying  lotions  to  the  conjunctiva,  a  few 
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obserrations  may  not  be  amisB,  the  importanoe  of  a  proper 
administration  of  remedies  in  this  way  being  generaUy  oret- 
looked.  Applied  in  the  ordinary  way,  eye  water,  salves,  ete., 
rarely  ever  come  into  contact  with  the  conjunctiva  of  the 
upper  eyelid  and  eyeball,  in  any  degree  of  concentration,  and 
after  what  does  get  there,  acts  rather  as  an  irritant  than 
otherwise.  To  ensure  a  full  exposure  of  the  whole  conjunctiva 
of  both  the  eye  and  the  lids  to  the  contact  of  the  fluid,  it 
should  be  introduced  beneath  the  upper  lid  at  the  outer  angle^ 
by  separating  the  two  surfaces,  and  introducing  a  large  drop 
&om  a  full-sized  camel-hair  pencil  between  them.  By  laying 
the  thumb  or  finger  on  the  skin  between  the  lid  and  brow, 
and  pushing  it  up  over  the  margin  of  the  orbit,  a  space  is 
made  between  the  lid  and  baU,  into  which  the  fluid  should  be 
dropped,  and  from  this  it  will  spread  over  the  whole  surface. 
If  a  more  complete  saturation  of  the  upper  lid  is  required,  it 
must  be  everted,  and  repeatedly  brushed  over  with  the 
solution. 


On  the  No7i'contagiousne88  of  Cholera  Aiiatiea.    By  THOMAS 

R.  W.  Jeffray,  M.  D. 

In  endeavoring  to  promote  knowledge,  it  may  sometimes 
be  as  useful  to  try  and  correct  what  we  deem  errors,  as  to 
promulgate  new  discoveries.  In  medicine  doctrines  of  the 
greatest  importance  have  been  handed  down  from  generation 
to  generation,  which  although  demonstrably  false,  have  never 
once  been  called  in  question. 

The  supposed  existence  of  contagion  in  cholera,  appears  to 
be  a  very  remarkable  instance  of  this  propensity  in  man  to 
pursue  the  beaten  track,  however  unprofitable  or  unsafe. 

I  would  ask,  is  not  such  conduct  often  the  efiects  of  selfish* 
ness,  choosing  to  avoid  the  responsibility  of  innovation.  And 
is  it  not  for  the  same  reason  that  erroneous  doctrines  gene- 
raUy remain  longer  undisproved,  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
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of  their  influence  on  practice.  Ilowcvcr  that  may  be,  it  is 
eertain  that  contagious  matter  has  in  all  ages  been  considered 
\fj  a  majority  of  practitioners  as  the  cause  of  cholera^  we 
■i^t  say,  the  greatest  scourge  that  affects  the  human  race. 
And  this  hypothesis  upon  the  belief  of  which  must  have  de- 
pended, and  may  yet  depend  the  lives  of  millions  of  our 
fellow  beings,  seems  to  bo  almost  implicitly  assented  to  by 
almost  all  the  medical  writers  on  the  subject,  of  the  present 
age.  Although  I  have  always  had  my  doubts  on  this  subject, 
it  was  not  till  the  yeiu*s  1849  and  1851,  that  I  was  led  to  in- 
•pect  closely.  Assuming  this  proposition,  wliich  I  think  will 
Bot  be  cavilled  at,  viz.,  ^^That  no  general  disease  that  affects 
a  perFon  more  than  once  during  life,  can  ever  be  communi- 
cated by  contagion.'*  But  the  term  contagion  may  be  variously 
vnderstood,  thence  I  will  say,  that  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  specific 
Batter  generated  in  a  person  affected  with  disease,  and 
capable  of  communicating  that  particular  disease  with  or 
wiib'-kut  contact  to  another. 

Was  it  a  matter  of  mere  idle  speculation  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  this  hypothesis,  not  less  respectable  from  its 
antiquity  than  from  the  universality  of  its  adoption,  I  should 
haTe  been  entirely  silent.  But  the  recurrence  and  great 
ikortality  of  epidemic  cholera,  here,  as  well  as  in  many  parts 
of  the  globe,  renders  it  an  object  of  the  most  essential  im* 
penance,  to  ascertain  if  practicable  whether  or  not  it  is 
e»it3gioas.  That  the  disease  is  never  spread  by  contagion, 
I  fthall  endeavor  to  prove  by  the  following  argument. 

First,  by  showing  that  consequences  would  necessarily 
feHow  from  the  existence  of  contagion  in  epidemic  cholera, 
vhich  does  not  actually  take  place. 

Secondly,  I  will  try  to  show  that  the  existence  of  contagion 
■  cholera  haa  always  been  taken  for  granted,  not  only  with- 
OTt  Bofficient  proof,  but  even  contrary  to  the  evidence  of 
avmerooa  and  convincing  facts. 

If  we  can  establish  that  consequences  would  result  from 
the  enatence  of  contagion  in  epidemics,  wliich  do  not  actually 
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take  place,  I  hope  that  criticism  will  well  and  truly  try  the 
argument  adduced,  before  it  will  censure.  To  the  point  ai 
issue.  If  a  person  bo  affected  with  a  contagious  disease,  it 
will  necessarily  be  communicated  to  every  other  person  who 
comes  within  the  infectious  distance,  and  is  not  at  the  same 
time  laboring  under  some  disease  higher  in  degree.  But  it  is 
well  known  to  every  one  conversant  with  cholera,  that  only 
a  very  small  portion  of  those  who  come  within  the  infectioua 
distance,  or  even  in  contact  with  the  sick,  are  seized  with  the 
disease. 

In  the  most  universal  epidemic  that  has  ever  raged  yet,  no 
statistical  report  that  ever  I  have  seen,  shows  that  even  one 
tenth  part  the  whole  inhabitants  of  a  city  has  ever  been  at 
one  time  affected.  But  let  it  be  supposed  that  every  sixth 
person  might  have  been  seized,  is  it  creditable  that  the  re- 
maining five-sixths  were  either  not  within  the  infectioua 
distance,  or  were  laboring  at  the  same  time  under  some  disease 
higher  in  degree  than  the  prevailing  epidemic. 

If  even  it  be  admitted  that  in  a  terrible  epidemic  one  half 
of  the  inhabitants  of  a  city  may  possibly  be  affected,  the  sup- 
position that  the  other  half  could  escape  if  the  disease  were 
contagious,  would  be  most  extravagant ;  for  the  greater  the 
number  affected,  the  less  chance  would  any  individual  have 
of  being  exempted  from  the  contagion. 

AUo^'i^^g  ^^^t  ^^^  person  in  ten  may  not  have  been  within 

the  infectious  distance,  and  that  one  in  a  hundred  may  have 

been  laboring  at  the  time  under  a  more  severe  disease  than 

the  prevailing  epidemic,  such  then  is  the  proportion  that 

^ould  esC^V^'    ^^*®  reverse  however  is  probably  true.    But 

whatever  X^^J  ^^  *^®  proportion  of  the  number  seized  to  those 

that  escai?^^  ^*  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  application  of 

oou'ers  wli^^  produced  the  disease  in  the  first  person  affected, 

r  ade^  to  produce  the  same  effect  in  all  those  who  are 

^scoff       f-y  seized.     However,  the  fact  cannot  be  denied, 

^  a  n^    ^  ^^     -majority  have  escaped  after  contact  with  persons 
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aade  to  ftccoant  for  this  bj  supposing  a  certain  peculiarity  of 
constitution  exempts  or  disposes  to  disease. 

Is  it  the  many  who  escape  that  have  this  happy  peculiarity 
of  constitution,  or  the  few  who  are  seized  who  are  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  possess  it? 

The  former  are  too  numerous  to  admit  of  such  an  hypothesis. 

The  property  we  therefore  conclude  must  be  given  to  the 
hXXer. 

But  an  individual  here  and  there  is  exempt  from  small  pox 
although  exposed  to  its  contagion. 

In  order  to  preserve  consistency,  this  fact  must  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  same,  or  another  peculiarity  of  constitu- 
tion- Peculiarities  of  constitution  then  exempt  from  contagion 
in  one  case,  and  dispose  to  it  in  another,  and  thus  a  term  in 
reality  which  means  nothing,  may  be  made  to  account  for 
my  thing. 

It  appears  therefore  wholly  unnecessary  for  any  purpose 
that  I  know,  to  suppose  that  in  epidemic  cholera,  contagious 
matter  is  generated  in  those  individuals  who  are  first  seized, 
■ad  then  from  them  communicated  to  others,  unless  indeed  it 
be  determined  at  all  events  to  take  the  existence  of  such  a 
power  for  granted. 

1:  is  a  well  known  law  of  nature  that  small  pox,  measles, 
and  other  general  diseases  which  are  unquestionably  con- 
tagious, occur  in  the  same  person  only  once  during  life.  It  is 
also  acknowle<lged  by  every  writer  on  cholera,  that  it  affects 
the  same  person  as  often  as  the  power  that  produces  it  is 
applied.  I  have  seen  instances  of  the  same  person  being  in- 
fipctcd  three  several  times  in  the  same  season.  And  similar 
observations  are  made  respecting  the  yellow  fever  that  has 
been  depopulating  Norfolk,  Ya.,  and  the  neighboring  cities. 

Small  pox,  measles,  and  other  general  diseases  which  occur 
«nly  once  during  life,  never  wholly  disappear  until  the  whole 
of  those  who  were  within  the  infectious  distance,  and  were  not 
at  the  time  laboring  under  some  disease  higher  in  degree,  have 
receired  the  infection.    As  the  diseases  are  sometimes  very 


mild,  children  sometimes  resist  the  power  of  contagion  from 
the  power  of  superior  force  of  other  diseases,  although  they 
may  be  so  slight  as  to  escape  common  observation.  I  will 
venture  to  assert  that  no  person  in  perfect  health  ever  was  or 
can  be  exposed  to  the  power  of  contagion  without  receiving 
the  specific  disease. 

Excepting  in  small  pox,  measles,  etc.,  when  the  person  has 
previously  the  disease.  Cholera,  as  it  is  not  subject  to  the 
same  law,  would  if  contgious  never  disappear.  The  contagion 
meeting  with  no  obstacle  from  other  diseases  severer  in 
degree,  for  there  are  few  indeed  of  that  description,  would 
exercise  an  unlimited  and  fatal  sway.  No  person  would 
escape,  those  who  once  recovered,  would  again  and  again  be 
seized.  Infection  would  continue  in  a  continued  circle,  until 
the  w)iole  human  family  was  extinguished. 

secondly,  the  existence  of  contagion  in  cholera  has  uni- 
formly been  taken  for  granted,  not  only  without  proof,  but 
even  contrary  to  the  evidence  of  numerous  and  convincing 
facts. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  hospitals  and  camps,  a  very  small 
proportion  only  of  those  who  sleep  within  a  short  distance  of, 
are  frequently  in  conversation  or  even  in  contact  with  persons 
ffi  of  cholera,  are  seized  with  the  disease. 

So  far  from  infection  being  invariably  communicated  in 
this  manner,  few  instances  of  it  have  ever  been  distinctly 
traced,  indeed  if  any. 

If  such  instances  have  ever  been  recorded,  we  must  either 
reject  them  as  false,  or  abandon  one  of  the  fundamental 
axioms  of  philosophy.  For  whatever  has  happened  once, 
must  happen  often ;  it  happens  always  under  similar  circum- 
stances. But  in  the  situations  alluded  to,  these  circumstances 
constantly  occur,  and  the  aBeged  facts  do  not  follow. 

It  is  not  fair  to  conclude  that  cholera  is  contagious,  because 
one  person  happens  to  be  taken  ill,  while  in  the  vicinity  of 
another  who  has  got  the  disease. 

If  the  deduction  was  just,  att  within  the  infectious  distance 
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BOt  laboring  under  a  disease  higher  in  degree,  would  be 
OBilarly  affected. 

Thej  would  have  the  disease  with  as  much  equality  of 
fivoe,  as  individuals  have  the  small  pox. 

Indeed,  in  proportion  to  the  number  affected,  the  power  of 
eoBtagioB  would  increase.  It  is  evident  it  would  proceed  in 
a  geometrical  ratio,  diverging  from  the  centre  to  the  circum- 
ference of  the  city,  camp,  or  hospital. 

I  should  think  it  plain  then  that  in  these  situations,  a 
contagion  which  had  the  power  of  producing  its  peculiar 
disease  in  the  same  person  more  than  once  during  life,  would 
aerer  disappear.  But  cholera  ceases  in  all  these  situations, 
vithont  even  a  tenth  part  of  their  community  being  affected. 
It  c^^ases  as  all  epidemics  do,  according  to  some  periodical 
bw  that  govern  them,  which  evinces  that  it  does  not  arise 
from  any  casual  and  uncertain  source,  like  the  accidental  ap- 
plication of  contagious  matter. 


hospital  departs  anb  Reports  sf  €ms. 

Clutical  Ljbctu&e  at  thb  Commbrcial  Hospital.    Am- 
pmiaHan  of  the  Shoulder-joint.     By  Professor  Blackman. 

Jan.  Ist,  a  German,  st.  50,  was  admitted,  and  from  the 
Urtory  of  the  case,  it  appeared  that  on  the  previous  evening, 
vfaflc  intoxicated,  he  had  been  crushed  between  two  railroad 
At  2  P.  M.,  Jan.  1st,  when  first  seen  by  Prof.  Black- 
the  fore-arm  and  hand  presented  a  shapeless  mass ;  the 
hamcrus  was  fractured  just  below  its  surgical  neck,  and  the 
odft  of  the  bone  seemed  ready  to  protrude  through  the  skin. 
Ae  entire  extremity  was  dead,  the  integuments  of  the  neck 
vere  much  discolored  and  tumefied,  as  were  all  of  the  parts 
an  the  upper  portion  of  the  thorax.  Considerable  reaction 
had  takeo  place,  which  was  increased  by  the  administration 


86  SoBpUal  MeparU. 

of  wine  and  beef  tea.  At  4  P.  M.,  amputation  above  the  joint 
was  performed,  as  it  was  found  that  the  spine  of  the  scapula 
was  also  crushed.  This  together  with  the  external  portion  of 
the  clavicle,  to  the  extent  of  1 J  inches,  were  removed.  The 
muscles  on  the  anterior  and  posterior  surface  of  the  thorax, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  joint,  were  so  disorganized  by  the 
contusion  they  had  suffered,  that  Prof.  B.  thought  it  best  to 
remove  a  considerable  portion  which  seemed  to  be  bordering 
on  a  state  of  gangrene.  The  axillary  artery  was  found  com- 
pletely plugged,  and  presented  a  shrunken,  twisted  appear- 
ance, and  the  operation  was  attended  with  but  little  hemor- 
rhage, and  as  chloroform  was  used,  the  patient  suffered  but 
little  from  its  shock. 

Treatment.  Wine,  tinct.  opii,  and  beef  tea;  the  integu- 
ments in  the  vicinity  of  the  stump  to  be  freely  bathed  with  a 
warm  solution  of  the  chlorate  of  potassi.  The  patient's  con- 
dition was  apparently  improving  until  Jan.  9th,  when  at 
2  P.  M.,  he  suddenly  expired. 

From  the  time  of  the  operation  until  his  death,  there  had 
been  no  hemorrhage,  and  the  discoloration  of  the  integuments 
on  the  afternoon  (Sunday)  preceding  his  death,  was  less  than 
at  the  time  of  the  operation.  On  Saturday  he  was  presented 
to  the  class,  together  with  the  patient  on  whom  Professor  B. 
had  four  weeks  previously,  amputated  at  the  hip-joint,  and 
like  the  latter,  he  appeared  to  be  doing  well.  Permission  to 
examine  the  body  could  not  be  obtained. 

In  his  clinical  lecture  upon  this  case.  Prof.  B.  remarked 
that  it  was  difficult  to  account  in  a  satisfactory  manner  for 
this  man's  death.  Reaction  took  place  speedily  after  the 
accident,  and  his  pulse  continued  good  to  the  last  day  of  his 
life.  Could  sloughing  of  the  axillary  vein  have  taken  place, 
and  could  air  have  thus  been  admitted  suddenly  into  the 
circulation,  as  sometimes  happens  in  amputating  at  the 
shoulder-joint,  or  in  dividing  large  venous  trunks  in  the 
extirpation  of  tumors  from  the  neck?  Was  death  pro- 
duced by  the  gangrene  foudroyante  of  Maisonneuve,  which 
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ocemsioiially  deetrojs  a  patient  in  less  than  12  hours  T  These 
are  questions  whioh  he  was  unable  to  answer. 

Wms  the  operation  justifiable?  The  limb  was  deady  reaction 
bad  taken  place,  and  the  propriety  of  the  operation,  there- 
fere,  does  not  admit  of  dispute.  But  the  gangrene  was  spread- 
imjfy  and  under  such  circumstances  some  surgeons  abandon 
their  patients  to  their  fate.  This,  gentlemen,  is  not  m  j  creed. 
With  Baron  Larrej,  I  believe  that  in  spreading  traumatic 
gangrene,  it  is  better  to  follow  the  precept  of  Celsus,  and  to 
adopt  an  uncertain  remedy,  rather  than  abandon  a  patient 
to  certain  death. 

But  if  you  have  any  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  operating 
in  cases  of  traumatic  gangrene,  before  the  line  of  demarkation 
kas  formed,  let  me  advise  you  to  read  the  Memoirs  of  Military 
Bvrgery,  and  Campaigns  of  the  French  Armies,  written  by 
dM  Baron  himself.  You  will  find  Dr.  Hall's  translation  in 
ear  College  Library,  and  when  you  have  read  the  cases  there 
reported,  I  venture  to  assert  that  you  will  agree  with  me, 
tliat  the  surgeon  who  deliberately  surrenders  his  patient  to 
death,  without  an  efibrt  to  save  him,  by  a  now  painless 
operation,  is  culpably  negligent  of  his  duty.  These  self- 
styled  conservative  surgeons,  of  whom  we  hear  so  much  at 
the  present  day,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  are  too  frequently 
influenced  rather  by  the  desire  of  being  regarded  as  successful 
operators,  than  by  the  feeling  of  duty  which  should  prompt 
them  to  forget  self,  and  ofier  to  a  dying  patient  a  ray  of 
hope,  however  feeble  that  ray  may  be ! 

I  might  quote  Velpeau,  Guthrie,  and  other  authorities  in 
•opport  of  the  propriety  of  amputating  in  traumatic  gangrene 
before  a  line  of  demarkation  has  formed,  but  as  we  have  dis- 
cussed this  question  at  length  on  a  former  occasion,  we  shall 
£smis8  it  for  the  present. 

One  word  in  reference  to  the  so  cnllcd  primary  and 
$eamdary  amputations.  The  student  who  peruses  for  tlio 
first  time  the  standard  works  on  surgery,  must  become  com- 
pletely mystified  as  to  the  true  signification  of  these  terms. 


Some  denominate  an  ampntation  primary  if  performed  before 
a  definite  period  of  time^  as  for  example^  24  or  48  hours, 
whilst  others,  more  properly  restrict  its  import  to  cases  in 
which  the  operation  is  done  before  reaction  has  taken  place, 
.without  regard  to  a  particular  number  of  hours  or  days. 
Mr.  Guthrie,  in  his  Commentaries  on  Surgery  designates  those 
amputations  as  primary  which  are  performed  within  the  first 
24,  or  at  most  48  hours,  and  those  as  secondary,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  several  days,  or  of  three  or  four  weeks.  For  the 
past  century  this  question  has  been  differently  regarded  by 
different  surgeons,  and  in  their  deductions  from  the  statistics 
which  have  been  collected,  it  appears  to  me  they  have  over- 
looked a  very  material  point.  If  secondary  amputations  are 
really  more  successful  than  those  performed  at  an  early 
period  after  the  injury,  is  it  not  to  be  attributed  rather  to  the 
fact,  of  the  greater  severity  of  the  injury  in  the  one  case 
than  in  the  other  ?  If  a  patient  survive  for  a  sufScient  length 
of  time  to  submit  to  the  secondary  amputation,  it  is  sufficient 
proof  that  much  of  the  mortality  charged  to  the  account 
of  primary  amputations  is  in  reality  due  to  the  original  injury 
itself. 

Amputation  at  the  shoulder-joint  has  been  performed  at 
least  40  times  in  this  country,  and  the  mortality  has  been 
about  33  per  cent.  The  most  valuable  statistical  paper  on 
this  subject  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  is  that  published  by 
my  friend  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  of  New  York,  (vid..  New  York 
Journal  of  Med.,  vol.  x.,  p.  9, 1853.)  Mr.  Guthrie  asserts 
that  on  his  return  to  London,  at  the  peace  of  1814,  this 
operation  was  regarded  as  a  most  formidable  affair,  and  was 
undertaken  with  much  reluctance  by  British  surgeons.  In 
view  of  this  fact,  it  may  afford  you  some  gratification  to  learn 
that  before  the  period  specified  by  Mr.  Guthrie,  it  had  been 
repeatedly  performed  in  the  United  States. 

Prof.  B.  presented  to  the  class  several  patients  affected 
with  mortification  of  the  fingers,  and  toes,  the  effect**  of  cold. 
He  alluded  to  the  injurious  consequences  resulting  from  the 
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gadden  application  of  heat  to  parts  benumbed  with  cold. 
In  the  Roasian  campaign,  Baron  Larry  observed  that  soldiers 
exposed  for  hours  and  days  to  the  most  intense  cold,  did  not 
nffer  until  there  was  a  change  to  a  liigher  temperature. 
TUs  woman,  said  Prof.  B.,  walked  a  considerable  distance 
OB  one  of  the  coldest  days  of  the  season.  When  she  reached 
her  place  of  destination,  she  held  her  feet,  benumbed  with 
eold,  near  the  fire,  and  yon  now  see  the  result.  The  lino  of 
demarkation  has  formed,  and  I  will  direct  the  application  of 
a  flaz-eeed  poultice,  to  promote  the  separation  of  the  lifeless 
aa«8.  The  addition  of  charcoal  will  correct  the  offensive 
■nell.  Remember  that  when  you  are  about  to  amputate  in 
cues  of  gangrene  from  cold,  your  incisions  are  not  to  be  made 
through  the  living  parts,  but  just  below  the  line  of  separation. 
h  spreading  traumatic  gangrene,  you  know  you  must  am* 
patate  at  a  distance,  if  possible,  from  the  seat  of  mortifica- 
lion.  Bat  if  it  has  been  arrested  by  nature,  then  you  may 
adopt  the  same  practice  as  in  gangrene  from  cold,  viz.,  cut 
dvongh  the  dead  mass.  The  erysipelatous  condition  of  the 
CM>t  in  this  woman,  which  you  observe  above  the  mortified 
part,  is  rapidly  disappearing  under  the  influence  of  a  lotion 
«f  sulphate  of  iron  3iii  to  a  half  pint  of  water.  The  bene- 
iaal  effects  of  this  waiih  are  very  apparent  on  the  face  of  this 
tU  man,  which  had  become  frost-bitten  while  ^cutting  out 
blocks  of  ice  on  the  canal. 

(Screral  other  cases  of  interest  were  presented,  but  we 
ve  have  not  space  in  the  present  number,  for  the  remarks  to 
which  they  gave  rise.  In  our  next  we  hope  to  give  a  re  port 
^  Pr*' f.  Blackman*8  successful  amputation  at  the  hip-joint, 
I&4  the  substance  of  the  clinical  lecture  delivered  on  the 
ion.— En.) 
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Monthly  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  Thb  Cihoinnati 

Medical  Societt.    By  J.  R.  Atkins,  M.  D.,  Sec'y. 

Society  met  Dec.  6th,  1865,  at  the  residence  of  Df. 
Richards. 

President  in  the  chair. 

The  minDtes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  last  meeting,  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  past  year,  famished  by  Dr.  Walker. 

Mr.  President. — It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  Cincinnati 
Medical  Society,  to  have  presented  through  its  Secretary 
annually,  a  brief  report  or  review  of  its  proceedings — ^that 
we  may  form  some  idea  of  our  advancement  and  position. 

There  never  has  been  a  time  siace  our  organization,  or 
since  the  first  dawning  beams  of  medical  science  gleamed 
over  and  gladened  this  disease-stricken  earth  of  ours,  so  great 
a  necessity  for  close  scrutiny  and  careful  investigation  of  the 
acts  of  medical  men  and  medical  societies  in  the  light  of 
science,  as  at  the  present  period  of  the  world's  history. 

Through  the  aid  of  science  we  are  now  enabled  to  traverse 
a  continent  in  a  day — to  converse  with  a  friend  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  tjiousand  miles,  as  if  face  to  face.  By  its  aid  the 
astronomer  is  developing  worlds  on  worlds  in  our  planetary 
system,  and  shapeless  carbon  is  made  to  assume  the  fine 
proportions  and  properties  of  the  diamond.  In  answer  to  a 
demand  on  science  and  art,  nation  is  dashed  against  nation, 
and  all  former  magnificent  structures  of  defense  become  as 
chaff  before  the  wind,  or  as  the  fine  spun  spider's  web. 
Agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the  mechanical  arts,  through 
scientific  research,  have  reached  a  state  of  perfection  never 
before  dreamed  of,  or  imagined. 

While  we  arc  thus  witnessing  all  these  results  in  other 
depjirtments,  does  it  not  become  us  who  have  united  in  an 
association  with  the  avowed  object  of  advancing  the  interests 
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of  s  profenioiiy  purely  scientific  in  its  fundamental  princi- 
ples— holy  and  sublime  in  its  attributes,  intended  to  bestow 
on  man,  the  noblest  workmanship  of  God,  the  greatest  amount 
•f  good  which  it  is  possible  for  us  to  bestow  on  a  fellow  man ; 
lo  consider  carefolly  what  we  as  individuals  and  as  a  society, 
have  done,  or  are  now  doing,  to  adyanco  the  interests  of  our 
chosen  profession,  and  to  gain  the  object  of  our  pursuit? 

While  the  world  is  thus  moving  in  all  its  departments  with 
the  speed  of  the  electric  current,  disease  seems  to  have  par- 
taken of  its  spirit,  and  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  and  Con- 
sumption have  been,  and  still  are  hastening  the  human  family 
to  the  tomb,  in  defiance  of  ealomelj  cod-liver  oU^  turpentiney 
ttieinine  or  lemon-juice. 

Either  of  the  above  named  diseases  presents  a  field  for 
■eieBtifie  research  wide  enough,  and  of  sufficient  importance 
to  satisfy  the  most  ambitious.  Indeed,  who  would  not  rather 
he  the  discoverer  of  an  agent  for  the  cure  or  prevention  of 
•ne  of  these  affections,  than  to  possess  the  wealth  of  Califor- 
WMf  or  all  the  honors  of  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  ?  We 
have  the  r^hi  to  believe  that  we  by  close  investigation  pay 
yet  be  able  to  conquer  these  diseases,  which  have  been  so 
long  the  desolating.enemies  of  the  whole  earth. 

Jener,  though  a  mere  Tyro  in  medicine,  said  to  that  fell 
to  1 1  oyer,  small-pox — 

**  Hmt  fkr,  and  no  farther  vhalt  thon  go ; 
Asd  here  thall  thj  pestiferous  breath  be  stayed.'' 

lad  this  scourge  of  the  world  became  a  manageable  disease. 
Seorbntis  firom  being  the  plague  of  European  armies,  and  the 
destroying  agent  of  seafaring  men,  became  harmless  at  the 
«ght  of  lemon-juice.  What  right  have  we  then  to  say, 
**that  centumption  is  incuralle;  and  to  brand  a  man  as 
f^koUeal  or  a  lunatic^  because  he  propones  to  point  out  the 
emtms,  preveniuniy  and  cure  of  Asiatic  Cholera. 

Bat  in  these  days  of  scientific  medical  rcfoim — ^for  record* s 
mke^  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  consider  the  spectacle 
which  is  presented  to  us  in  this  country,  and  especially  in 
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our  own  Queen  City  of  the  West,  under  the  appellation  of 
science  in  the  healing  art,  Homeopathy  with  its  pleasing 
tide  of  ^^SimUia  Similihw  Ourantwr^'*  is  dealing  out  sugar 
pills  to  one  patient,  bleeding,  blistering,  and  mercurializing 
another,  purging  a  third,  and  it  all  passes  for  r^orm  in 
medicine.  Females  ride  through  our  streets,  and  with  bound- 
ing agility  alight  from  their  buggies,  hitch  their  horses,  and 
with  all  the  masculinity  in  the  world,  propose  to  amputate  the 
leg  of  Mr.  A.  at  the  hip  joint,  to  operate  on  Mr.  B.  for  stone 
in  the  bladder ;  they  will  relieve  Mr.  C.  of  a  hydrocele  from 
which  he  is  suffering,  by  tapping;  and  they  regret  that  Mr.  D. 
must  submit  to  the  painful  operation  of  castration  for  the 
permanent  cure  of  confirmed  epilepsy. 

This  is  considered  by  many  woman's  rights,  medical  re- 
form— all  important  to  save  poor  fallen  man  from  an  adul- 
terous spirit — ^while  attending  a  lady  in  child-birth.  (^^  See 
Beach  on  Medical  Eef.,  Ac") 

But  time  is  too  precious  to  describe  Hydropathy,  Eclectic 
cism,  Thomsonionism,  Physo-medicalism,  American-College* 
ism,  Indian-Rootism,  Spiritualism,  Kegro-Magicism,  Scandi- 
navianism,  and  many  other  smaller  isms  too  numerous  to 
mention,  all  under  the  title  of  scientific  medical  reform.  As 
individuals,  and  as  a  Society,  we  have  all  these  absurdities  to 
contend  with,  and  the  question  very  naturally  arises  and 
should  be  carefully  considered,  as  to  what  we  should  do  for 
our  own  protection,  and  for  the  safety  of  the  community  in 
which  we  live.  The  policy  which  this  association  has  adopted, 
we  believe  has  done  more  to  discourage  these  pretenders  than 
any  other  scheme  which  can  be  presented — viz.,  treating  them 
medically  with  silent  contempt,  as  they  deserve,  and  devote 
our  energies  to  letting  them  alone.  I  do  not  mean  by  this 
that  we  should  treat  all  who  adopt  these  sentiments  as  un- 
worthy of  Citizenship,  but  on  the  contrary  they  should  be 
treated  with  all  the  respect  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
Medically  however  tliey  should  not  be  recognized  as  even 
pretenders  in  the  healing  art. 
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Bat  here  arises,  to  my  mind,  a  wide  spread  danger  to  the 
adrancement  of  medical  science.  As  a  profession  we  are, 
and  here  we  may  say  exists  the  safety  of  the  community, 
dow  to  believe  and  very  cautious  in  adopting  new  theories 
and  modes  of  treatment — ^far  more  cautious  than  our  patients 
Mally  are. 

With  all  the  light  we  can  obtain  of  the  nature  and  treat- 
Bent  of  disease,  we  apply  our  remedies  with  more  or  less 
Sttceess  to  its  various  forms.  Should  a  diifcrcnt 'line  of 
■edication  be  recommended  contra  perhaps,  in  some  essential 
points  to  oar  own  views,  and  coming  from  a  source  upon 
which  we  look  as  inferior,  we  should  very  naturally  be  led  to 
reject  it  as  unworthy  our  attention,  and  regard  it  as  only 
laother  developement  of  this  **  pseudo  medical  reform." 

Jener,  though  he  presented  a  theory  founded  on  actual 
operiment,  which  has  done  more  for  the  relief  of  the  world 
than  any  other  discovery  in  medical  ficicTice,  was  for  a  time 
fbnaken  by  the  profession  as  a  madman,  or  a  quack.  The 
■ae  disposition  still  exists  to  some  extent  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  to  spurn  from  us  any  new  theory,  which  docs  not 
enTe5pond  in  all  points  with  our  preconceived  ideas.  As  a 
nriety  we  have  thus  far  pursued  a  dilTercnt  line  of  policy ; 
■id  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  may  never  come  when  the 
Gncinnati  medical  society  will  refuse  to  hear  a  respectable 
^Tsician  on  any  medical  subject,  giving  it  a  fair  and  candid 
vreatigation,  gathering  up  the  good  and  letting  the  remain- 
der rest  with  the  author.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  all 
■edical  improvements  will  originate  with  medical  teachers, 
A'Mgfa  they  be  ever  so  numerous.  Wise,  no  doubfi  the  most 
if  them  are ;  but  all  wisdom  will  not  necessarily  perish  with 
their  exit.  It  is  for  them  to  teach  what  the  scientific  phy- 
fieian  practices,  and  they  must  glean  mo$t  of  their  knowledge 
tnm  ihe  active  laborer  in  the  profession. 

The  science  of  medicine  has  in  this  city  much  to  contend 
viik,  bot  if  each  of  its  votaries  do  hfs  duty  the  result  is 
SVC — its  success  is  certain.    Much  it  is  to  be  feared  of  the 
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occasional  Buccess  of  quackery  in  this  city  is  directly  chargable 
on  U3.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  we  shall  be  exalted  when 
we  can  so  far  forget  our  own  self  respect,  as  to  show  a 
discourteous  spirit  towards  our  medical  brethren.  Whenever 
or  wherever  we  lower  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  mind  the 
character  or  attainments  of  a  regularly  educated  physician, 
we  sink  ourselves  an4  elevate  the  quack.  If  we  strike  a  blow 
at  a  medical  brother,  we  direct  that  missile  at  the  very  foun- 
dation which  has  given  the  community  confidence  in  us ;  and 
in  the  same  proportion  as  we  seek  our  brother's  elevation  we 
elevate  ourselves  and  the  profession  we  represent. 

Regular  medicine  will  never  take  the  position  to  which  it 
is  entitled,  until  the  principles  upon  which  this  society  was 
founded  are  to  some  extent  carried  out,  viz.,  "  to  do  unto 
others  as  we  would  that  they  do  unto  us,  and  labor  for  the 
advancement  and  union  of  the  medical  profession  of  our  city, 
scientifically  and  socially."  Lot  us  be  thoroughly  united,  and 
labor  assiduously,  and  Cincinnati  would  soon  become  for  the 
west  what  New  York  and  Philadelphia  are  for  the  east ;  and 
instead  of  long  pilgrimages  to  Europe  for  medical  knowledge, 
wo  could  here,  with  far  less,  time  and  expenditure  of  money, 
give  the  student  an  American  medical  education  on  American 
soil ;  fill  the  west  with  a  sound  American  medical  literature, 
and  with  physicians  far  better  qualified  to  treat  the  diseases 
of  this  country  than  any  European  school  can  develop.  We 
would  entertain  all  due  deference  for  European  colleges,  and 
for  those  who  have  been  there  educated.  We  love  their 
medical  institutions,  but  whilo  we  admire  them,  we  believe 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  build  up  our  own,  and  set  them  as  a 
light  to  attract  our  transatlantic  brethren  to  our  shores,  as 
we  have  been  attracted  to  their's.  We  hope  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  instead  of  pointing  to  the  graves  of  Harrison, 
Sbotwcll,  and  a  Drake,  as  ornaments  of  our  profession  in  the 
past,  wc  may  in  addition  to  the  names  of  Mussey  and  Locke, 
present  to  the  world  many  shining  lights  of  the  profession  in 
this  city. 
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Bat  aa  we  tliis  eycning  close  anotlier  year's  history  of  the 
(SBcinnati  Medical  Society,  it  may  be  profitable  to  pass  in 
review  some  of  our  labors,  that  we  may  bo  stimulated  to 
greater  activity  in  the  future. 

In  November  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright  gave  to  the  society  a  full 
detail  of  the  sickness,  death,  and  post  mortem  appearances  of 
the  late  Dr.  P.  S.  Conner,  which  gave  rise  to  a  very  interest- 
ing discussion  of  the  various  points  connected  with  Hay 
utkaia — the  periodicity  of  disease — ^and  the  general  treat- 
ment in  the  diflferent  stages  of  typhoid  f(wer, 

Peeember.  The  late  Professor  Kay  gave  a  very  clear,  and 
entertaining  paper,  "  on  the  nature  and  properties  of  the 
mineral  waters  oi Saratoga'^  with  an  analysis  of  the  moiit  im- 
portant springs,  and  their  application  in  the  treatment  of 
&ea5e.  In  the  discussion,  the  com|jarative  rujtlitits  of  Blue 
Lick  and  other  springs  were  referred  to,  but  the  general 
impression  seemed  to  be,  that  more  depended  on  the  change 
rf  scenery,  diet,  air  and  exercise,  than  upon  the  medicinal 
firtiies  of  the  waters  used. 

Dr.  Roelker  related  a  striking  case  translated  from  Ger- 
man, showing  the  importance  of  long  and  persevering  efforts 
in  the  resoscitation  of  still-born  children. 

Janwary.  Tliere  was  no  paper,  and  the  evening  was 
pro£t&bly  spent  in  the  relation  and  discussion  of  cases. 

Professor  Graham  presented  the  po.st  mortem  appcar- 
mices  in  a  case,  in  which  death  resulted  from  injuries  received 
m  the  use  of  instruments  in  artificial  delivery,  the  operator 
kesng  an  irregular  physician. 

Dr.  Wm.  Mussrv  related  the  particulars  of  a  case  of 
tieephaloid  disease  of  the  head  of  tlie  humurus  and  the  fatal 
resnlt  after  am  operation  from  congestion  of  the  lungs. 

Dr.  Roelker  gave  a  case  from  German  of  a  lady  who  bore 
a  chil  1  at  the  age  of  60 ;  menstruated  when  she  was  75,  con- 
tbning  regnlar  till  lier  98th  year — ^re-appearing  when  she 
Wis  104  years  of  age. 

Dr.  VfALMMB  related  a  case  of  successful  cephalic  version : 
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also  a  case  of  complete  procedentia  of  the  uterus,  three 
months  impregnated,  and  its  restoration  without  manual 
assistance.  * 

Dr.  M.  B.  Wright  gave  the  details  of  a  tumor  of  a  peculiar 
character,  which  developed  itself  from  the  os  uteri. 

Fehniary.  Dr.  J.  J.  Quinn  read  a  very  elaborate  essay  xm 
forensic  medicine  as  connected  with  the  case  o^.  Nancy  Farrar^ 
which  was  discussed  at  great  length. 

Aprih  The  discussion  on  moral  insanity  was  continued  by 
Dr.  Mead  and  others. 

A  case  was  related,  where  the  feet  and  head  were  the  pre- 
senting portions  at  delivery,  forming  a  wedge  at  the  superior 
strait. 

Prof.  B.  S.  Lawson  discussed  the  action  of  chloroform  in 
midwifery. 

May.  Dr.'  Tate  presented  a  paper  on  the  Topography 
and  Epidemics  of  Cincinnati.  He  laid  down  the  proposition 
and  endeavored  to  defend  it,  ^^  that  cholera  cannot  originate 
or  be  reproduced,  except  in  fever-riests^  mnlarioiis  districts^  or 
in  Jilthy  ships.*'  This  theory  was  assailed  by  Dr.  Carroll 
and  others,  which  gave  rise  to  a  very  spirited  discussion,  as 
to  the  origin  and  extension  of  Asiatic  cholera. 

September.  Prof.  Armor  gave  an  interesting  account  of 
scurvcy,  as  it  appeared  in  the  Commercial  Hospital  in  the 
spring  and  early  summer  of  1855,  prefacing  his  remarks  with 
a  general  history  of  the  disease.  Drs.  Carroll,  M.  B.  Wright, 
Baker,  Quinn,  Blackman,  Fries  and  others  took  part  in  tha 
discussion,  which  elicited  many  important  and  instructive 
facts  relative  to  the  disease  and  its  treatment. 

October.  Prop.  T.  Wood  read  a  paper  on  the  treatment  of 
Fistula  Lacrimalis,  which  gave  rise  to  a  lengthy  discussion 
on  the  various  modes,  for  the  reHcf  and  permanent  cure  of 
this  troublesome  affection. 

In  the  foregoing  recital,  but  few  of  the  many  cases  related 
during  the  year,  have  been  given,  and  no  adequate  idea  can 
be  formed  from  this  sketeh  of  the  advantages  which  have  ac- 


Proeeedmff$  of  Societis$^  9T 

cnied  to  those  who  have  been  ponctaal  in  their  attendance. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  nothing  foreign  to  medical  science  has 
been  discussed,  and  that  our  proceedings  alone  cover  some 
ifty  pages  of  our  large  record  book,  closely  written.  The 
Meetings  of  late  have  been  better  attended  than  formerly, 
riiowing  conclusively  an  improvement  in  our  medical  at- 
mofphere. 

Daring  the  year  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of 
irriking  from  onr  list  one  of  our  members  for  offensive 
conduct.  It  may  be  well  to  remark  here,  however,  that  this 
vafi  an  original  member,  and  not  elected  under  our  three 
aegative  rule. 

We  have  also  been  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  our 
honorary  members,  who  was  indeed  an  ornament  and  an 
honor  to  the  society.  I  refer  to  Professor  Joseph  Ray,  who 
bat  recently  united  with  us.  He  was  however,  very  much 
iat€re!>ted  in  the  Society,  and  took  an  active  part  in  its 
■eetingj*.  Thus  in  four  years  some  of  the  brightest  lumina-* 
rie4  in  our  me<lical  constellation  have  fallen.  The  names  of 
DftACB,  BusuNRLL,  Latta,  Clahk,  Buckner,  Conner  and 
Rat.  will  long  be  remembered  and  revered  by  this  society, 
nd  the  profession  of  our  city. 

Oar  pre^nt  memberships  are  79.  But  from  removals  and 
Antli«,  our  present  number  of  active  members  is  only  59. 

I  regret  to  say  that  all  efforts  up  to  the  present  time  have 
bHe*i  to  procure  through  this  society,  or  otherwise,  anything 
ike  a  etatistieal  record  of  disease  in  our  city.  Its  importance 
u  a  sanitary  measure,  and  as  a  medical  reference  is  too 
ipparcnt  to  require  any  defence  of  its  necessity,  still  it  haa 
ken  impossible  to  enlist  even  medical  men  in  an  effort  for  its 
s^ption.  In  consequence  of  this  we  must  again  fail  to 
pretent  anything  like  a  statistical  report  of  the  past  year. 
I  vilL  bowerer,  present  a  few  items  of  mortality  in  our  city, 
token  from  the  Health  Officer's  report  of  deaths  for  the  last 
derm  months. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  have  been  three  thou^d 

rvxi. — 7. 
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eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  in  a  territory  representing 
oyer  two  hundred  thousand  persons.  This  is  about  odq  death 
to  every  52  individuals.  Deduct  from  the  whole  number 
121  still  births,  and  the  ratio  will  be  nearly  1  in  54.  It  is  a 
source  of  congratulation  that  our  city  bears  so  honorable  s 
position  in  comparison  with  other  cities,  as  relates  to  the 
longevity  of  our  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  by  consumption  have  been  869,  or 
1  in  about  10^  of  the  ikaths.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths 
from  this  disease  occurred  in  April  and  July.  The  next  de- 
stroyer in  course  of  frequency  is  Asiatic  cholera.  Kumber 
of  deaths  308,  mostly  occurring  in  July  and  August.  Then 
oomes  small  pox  with  its  136  victims.  Convulsions  have  de- 
sti-oyed  103,  Pneumonia  88,  Dysentery  75,  Typhoid  fever  61, 
Typhus  fever  25,  etc. 

Casualties,  121 ;  Cause  not  reported,  959. 

These  reports  are  obtained  from  the  Sextons,  and  of  neces- 
^ty  are  very  imperfect.  In  this  report  for  eleven  months, 
959  had  no  eanse  of  death. 

Our  Health  officer  very  properly  urges  our  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  a  Registration  Law,  which  we  hope  will  meet 
with  great  favor  with  the  tvise  ones  at  Columbus,  the  present 
winter ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant, 
when  some  arrangement  can  be  effected,  that  a  full  and  com- 
plete statistical  report  can  be  had  yearly,  of  the  prevalent 
diseases  of  our  city,  and  of  our  success  in  their  treatment. 

In  the  spring  and  eai-ly  summer,  scurvey  made  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  Hospitals  of  this  city,  and  in  private  practice, 
in  consequence,  it  is  bolie\^d,  of  the  great  scarcity  of  fresh, 
succulent  vegetables ;  nothing  new  was  developed  as  far  as 
has  come  to  our  knowledge,  in  its  pathology  or  treatment. 
Cholera  also  made  its  appearance  in  the  summer,  and  for  a 
time  threatened  to  assume  an  epidemic  form ;  but  thanks  to 
an  overruling  Providence  who  sent  us  cool  weather  and 
washing  sliowers,  which  so  effectually  cleaned  our  streets  as 
to  remove  the  last  vestiges  of  this  scourge  from  our  midst. 
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Its  character  was  unmistakcable,  and  its  fatality  when  clearly 
mitrked^  equal  to  former  years, 

lailecd  it  is  to  be  feared  that  we  know  but  little  more  of  its 
nacnre,  and  treatment,  than  was  known  twenty  years  ago. 
Some  hold  that  our  science  has  made  such  rapid  strides 
within  a  few  years,  that  Asiatic  cholera  has  become  an  in- 
offensive companion.  This  may  do  for  declamation  in  writing 
ru'ims,  but  let  these  same  persons  be  brought  into  the  j)re- 
sence  of  a  xeell  marked  casvy  and  their  knees  would  become  as 
uncontrolable  as  was  old  Belshazaar's.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
however,  that  the  labors  of  Dr.  Ruopp,  or  of  some  other  phi- 
laTjthrojii.-^t  will  be  crowned  with  success,  and  that  more  light 
will  be  bhed  on  this  disease. 

Small  pox  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  prevailed  in  some 
parts  of  the  city  extensively.  This  is  the  isecond  time  within 
a  f»^w  years  that  we  have  been  visited  with  this  filthy  affliction, 
oTiiij  entirely  to  our  want  of  proper  sanifary  regxdiitiun^. 
There  is  no  more  necessity  for  these  visits,  than  that  half  a 
dozen  Medical  colleges  should  exist  in  Cincinnati.  Knowing 
a?  we  do  the  value  of  vaccination,  we  owe  to  the  community 
ill  which  we  live,  an  effort  to  have  every  person  who  conies 
b>  our  city,  cither  by  birth  or  emigration,  properly  vacci- 
iut««L  During  the  past  winter  your  Secretary  had  an  excel- 
lent opportunity,  while  attending  the  paupers  of  the  13tli 
wapl,  where  the  disease  prevailed  extensively,  of  testing  the 
effects  of  the  vaccine  virus  in  the  various  stages  of  small  pox. 
I  have  no  question  of  its  perfect  protective  power,  no  more 
than  I  have  of  the  power  of  small  pox  to  protect  a  person 
from  a  future  attack.  Its  protection  over  the  Anglo-Saxon 
i«  jujit  a8  perfect  aUo,  if  the  virus  is  taken  from  the  negro. 

Litermittant  and  rcmittant  fevers  have  been  very  prevalent 
during  the  past  fall,  more  so,  than  for  years.  Quinine  how- 
ever, btill  holds  the  lead  in  its  treatment. 

CvRsumpHon  is  presenting  a  fearful  picture  in  our  midst, 
ihouzh  we  hope  much  improvement  has  been  made  in  its 
ttcmtaent. 
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There  have  been  more  deaths  the  past  year  in  our  city 
from  phthisis  pulmonalis,  than  in  any  preceding  year.  The 
past  month  (October),  one-eighth  of  the  deaths  reported  by 
our  Health  OfScer  was  from  this  disease,  and  former  months 
we  have  had  almost  an  equal  number. 

I  had  intended  to  have  presented  in  this  report  some  of 
the  many  improvements  which  have  been  made  in  medicine 
and  surgery  in  this  country,  during  the  past  four  years ;  but  I 
must  leave  it  at  present  for  some  one  better  qualified.  Permit 
me  however  to  say,  that  America  stands  in  surgery  second  to 
no  nation  on  earthy  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  depart- 
ments will  not  remain  in  the  rear. 

Ansesthesia  has  been  used  to  some  extent  the  past  year  in 
obstetrics  by  several  of  our  physicians,  and  is  I  believe,  gain- 
ing many  advocates.  That  in  some  rare  cases  where  the 
symptoms  are  such  as  to  require  the  aid  of  art  to  completo 
delivery,  its  use  is  justifiable,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt ; 
but  its  indiscriminate  use  is,  to  say  the  least,  questionable. 
Labor  is  a  normal  function,  and  is  usually  attended  with  no 
danger  to  mother  or  child.  Anaesthetic  agents  have  been 
instrumental  in  the  immediate  death  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred persons  as  shown  from  statistics,  some  of  whom  even  in 
the  child-bed  room.  Should  we  not  then  be  exceedingly 
cautious  how  we  interfere  with  one  of  natures  lawSj  through 
an  uncertain,  and  perhaps  a  deadly  agent. 

Here  it  may  be  well  to  present  a  few  facts  from  statistics, 
to  the  society,  taken  from  the  review  of  Dr.  Burwcll's  Essay 
of  the  Bufialo  Hospital,  by  Prof.  Barker,  of  New  York.  Both 
the  essayist  and  the  reviewer  are  favorable  to  its  use,  there- 
fore we  should  expect  the  review  to  be  a  fair  one. 

That  I  may  do  Dr.  Burwell  no  injustice,  I  remark  that  I 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  copy  of  his  essay,  but  merely 
the  review.  I  have  taken  for  granted  that  these  were 
promiscuous  cases  taken  as  they  presented  themselves  at  the 
HospitaL 
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**  Whole  number  of  cases  reported 180 

Number  of  cases  requiring  forceps 17 

"  ••  "       Craniotomy 1 

"       Taming 1 

Still  bom  children 14 

Flooding 7 

Bad  kealih  Mucceeding 25" 

Prof.  Barker  says  that  it  is  satisfactoril}  established  by 
the  Essayist,  that  neither  the  death  of  the  child — ^thc  inllam- 
nation,  flooding,  or  bad  health  succeeding,  can  with  the 
dighieti  degree  of  probability  be  ascribed  to  the  use  of  chlo- 
roform. 

Is  it  possible  to  explain  why  forceps  should  be  used  once  in 
ten  and  a  half  cases?  That  one  of  every  13  children  should 
be  bom  dead  ?  Or,  that  one  in  every  seven  women  should 
hare  bail  health  following  child-birth  ? 

It  may  be  explained  to  his  satisfaction;  but  if  such  results 
fboald  follow  even  your  practice,  Mr.  President,  as  skilled  as 
yon  are  in  that  department,  yon  would  soon  find  that  the 
commanity  in  which  you  live,  could  not  bo  made  to  understand 
tke  propriety  of  your  services.  For  my  own  part,  if  I  was 
•atisfied  that  one  in  seven  of  my  patients  must  suffer  bad 
health  after  confinement,  I  would  forever  abandon  the  pro- 
fiMsion. 

Thmt  the  uae  of  these  agents  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
produce  the  very  results  above  named,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
from  the  testimony  of  its  friends.  It  stimulates  to  depress — 
h  retards  labor,  and  Professor  Barker  says  '^  he  would  not 
give  it  in  face  or  breech  presentations  when  a  delay  might  be 
dangerons.*' 

One  case  during  the  past  year  has  been  related,  intending 
to  «how  the  superiority  of  opiates  over  the  use  of  ergot,  or 
the  forceps,  when  from  exhaustion,  the  pains  of  labor  cease, 
though  the  case  mentioned  would  not  be  conclusive ;  still  it 
•ay  be  well  to  consider  carefully  whether  rest  would  not  be 
»f»re  in  coasonance  with  nature's  laws,  than  the  attempt  to 
excite  with  ergot,  or  to  remove  the  child  by  mechanical  force. 
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Our  Society  has  notr  been  in  existence  four  years.  The 
necessity  for  its  existence,  and  the  correctness  of  its  basis,  is 
no  longer  a  matter  of  question.  That  it  has  done  much  to 
harmonize  the  profession  of  our  city,  there  is  no  doubt.  Wc 
have  had  no  written  code  of  othics  to  govern  ns,  it  is  true ; 
but  we  trust  a  code  ti  written  on  the  heart  of  each  of  our 
members — the  code  of  gentlemen. 

I  have  been  a  member  from  onr  first  organization,  and  the 
pleasure  has  been  granted  me  of  acting  as  your  Secretary 
for  nearly  four  years.  Attending  nearly  all  its  meetings, 
it  is  very  natural  that  I  should  feel  great  anxiety  for  its 
success. 

Our  meetings  have  been  very  interesting  and  profitable,  as 
during  the  whole  time  nothing  foreign  to  scientific  and  medi- 
cal subjects  have  been  entertained ;  thus  excluding  all  topics 
which  would  seem  to  engender  strife  and  personalities,  too 
common  attendants  on  medical  societies.  Allow  me  to  suggest 
the  propriety  of  shorter  essays,  and  for  us  to  devote  more 
time  to  the  relation  rind  discussion  of  cases.  Many  of  our 
essays  are  very  interesting  and  important,  but  do  not  bring 
out  so  general  a  discussion  as  would  be  profitable  in  a  society 
of  this  kind.  They  are  better  suited  to  the  pages  of  a  Journal. 
Should  we  devote  more  time  to  the  discussion  of  cg,ses,  we 
Aould  have  before  us  moi*e  practical  matter,  and  with  a  good 
reporter  at  our  table,  we  should  spread  upon  our  minds  and 
before  the  world,  much  of  interest  to  the  profession,  which 
otherwise  would  be  forever  lost. 

In  order  for  a  full  and  free  relation  of  cases  here  however, 
it  is  all  important  that  there  should  be  a  perfect  feeling  of 
confidence  in  each  other.  Our  relations  in  a  medical  society 
should  of  right  be,  as  sacred  as  that  which  exists  in  the  rela- 
tion we  bear  to  a  patient — a  relation  of  perfect  confidence; 
without  it  no  person  in  his  right  mind  would  relate  a  case  of 
any  delicacy,  though  no  names  were  given;  and  no  person  un- 
less a  madman  or  fool,  would  take  advantage  of  such  relation 
for  his  own  advancement,  or  the  injury  of  his  medical  brother. 


Proceedings  of  Soeietief.  103 

With  many  thanks  to  the  Society  for  the  continued  con- 
fidence and  regard  they  have  ever  manifested  towards  me  as 
their  Secretary,  and  a  wish,  and  full  expectation,  that  we 
shall  all  gain  higher  attainments  in  our  chosen  profession ; 
allow  me  to  say  that  other  engagemcntH  render  it  impossible 
for  me  to  act  longer  as  your  Recording  Secretary. 


DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Bunker  spoke  highly  of  the  report,  and  moved  its 
pnlrlieation.  As  regards  the  use  of  chloroform,  he  did  not 
think  that  any  man  of  common  sense  would  use  it  in  cases  of 
nataral  labor;  he  would  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  its  use  in 
SticL  cases  was  deserving  of  legal  prosecution.  Doubtless  it 
wa^  sometimes  necessary,  so  were  the  forceps  and  crotchet, 
and  with  those  it  should  be  classified. 

Dr.  WkIuHt  did  not  know  whether  the  statistics  presented 
by  l>r.  Walker  were  intended  to  show  a  favorable  or  un- 
favorable result  from  the  use  of  chloroform.  He  would  take 
it  for  granted  however,  that  it  was  the  latter.  When  fairly 
considered,  it  will  appear  to  every  body  that  the  success  as 
nrpreeented  by  the  report,  has  been  remarkable.  lie  shews  a 
U>t  of  180  casert  in  which  it  had  been  administered,  and 
am<>ng!it  these,  40  cases  were  attended  with  dangerous  com- 
pii*  ations,  and  in  only  2o  cases  di<l  bad  health  follow,  nor 
doe.-  he  say  to  what  this  bad  health  amounted.  He  would  ask 
if  any  statistics  could  be  furnished,  showing  results  c([ually 
sa:i.-sfactory  without  its  xx^e.  It  will  be  admitted  by  all  that 
the  application  of  the  forceps  at  the  superior  strait  is  at- 
tended with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty,  sometimes  from  the 
nervous  restlesancss  of  the  patient,  and  the  spasmodic  action 
of  the  mn:*cle8 ;  by  the  administration  of  chloroform,  she  in 
rexi'lered  as  manageable  as  a  manikin  in  the  hands  of  her 
attendant,  rendering  the  application  of  the  instrument  more 
eas-y  and  aafe.  Indeed  few  cases  present,  where  the  forceps 
are  re«|uired  at  the  superior  strait,  in  which  chloroform  is 
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not  absolutely  demanded.  Professor  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh, 
has  used  it  in  many  thousand  cases,  and  only  in  one  case  haa 
death  occurred — one  hundred  ounces  haye  been  administered 
by  Dr.  Simpson,  in  the  space  of  three  weeks,  to  a  child  of  five 
weeks  old  Bufferiug  from  convulsions,  with  perfect  safety  to 
the  child,  and  cure  of  the  disease.  If  then  no  danger  has  re- 
fiulted  from  its  use,  why  deprive  the  sufferer  of  its  benefit. 
Dr.  W.  has  used  it  indiscriminately  in  the  two-thirds  of  all 
his  cases,  and  has  yet  to  learn  of  any  unpleasant  results 
following  its  administration,  even  in  cases  where  difSculties 
had  previously  oocurred  without  its  use.  As  to  fear  of  any 
danger  of  it«  piCving  injurious,  he  would  have  less  hesitancy 
ihan  from  the  use  of  opium  or  any  active  narcotic,  it  being 
more  under  the  control  of  the  physician ;  indeed,  there  is  no 
remedy  in  the  pharmaccepeia  more  under  control  than 
chloroform.  -When,  therefore^  the  patient  wishes  for  it,  he 
offers  no  objection  to  it. 

Dr.  Bonner  did  not  object  to  the  use  of  chloroform  when 
interference  with  instruments  was  necessary,  or  even  where 
the  woman  was  suffering  from  irregular  or  harassing  pains ; 
but  to  its  being  given  indiscriminately,  and  in  cases  of  natu- 
ral labor,  he  looked  upon  it  as  interfering  with  the  laws  of 
Go(kMd  nature.  That  danger  does  attend  its  use,  history 
will  iSbrd  sufficient  proof;  even  our  own  city  can  furnish 
instances  of  its  fatal  effects. 

Dr.  Walker  wished  Dr.  Wright  would  inform  him  what 
the  symptoms  were  which  would  render  its  use  unadvisable 
or  stop  its  administration. 

Dr.  Wijght  has  had  no  occasion  to  stop  its  administration, 
nor  have  any  bad  symptoms  occurred  under  his  notice. 

Dr.  Walker  asked  if  it  did  not  retard  labor. 

Dr.  Wright  thinks  it  rather  expedites  it. 

Dr.  Comeqys  asked  if  Dr.  Wright  apprehended  any 
danger  to  the  child  in  utero,  from  the  prolonged  use  of 
ohloroform,  as  he  thinks  he  heard  him  remark  so  at  one 
lime. 
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Dr.  Wright  said  not.  As  4  prcubfliution  ho  had  (in  the 
allnded)  the  child  removed  as  "soon  as  possible  from 
Ihe  room  which  was  largely  impregnated  with  the  vapor  of 
chloroform. 

Dr.  Comegys  asked  if  hemorrhage'ftras  more  liable  tiN^oMJi^ 
He  had  noticed  hemorrhage  which  fe  supposed  was  more 
profuse  than  would  have  been,  had  njlt  chloroform  been  used. 

Dr.  Wright  did  not  think  there*  was  any  more  liability, 
Ror  ha^  he  seen  any  indications  of  w  increase  of  hemor- 
riiajre.  /' 

Dr.  Wm.  Wood  has  used  it  in  some  cases,  such  as  Dr.  Bon- 
aer  allutlcd  to ;   it   seemed  to  him  to  rcinxd  the  delivery. 
He  ap-eea  with  Dr.  Bonner  in  considering  the  action  of  labor 
a  physiological  process^  capable  of  fulfilling  itd  intended  end ; 
with  regard  to  hemorrhage  he  should  differ  witli  Djr.  Comegys, 
ai  it   appeared  comparatively  less  in  those  casbs^nder  his 
knowK-flcre.     It  is  a  question  whetlicr  th^jpaticnt  ia^  actuary 
relieve*!  from  pain  by  the  use  of  chloroform,  aa;|(ii^  seem  lo^ 
fuffer  just  a?«  much  as  whed  j|  has  hot  been  u^^*^'  the  same    , 
Bay  be   said   of  surgical  op^ntetions,  though.  i[he  patient  is\*^ 
aftorvardd  unconscious  of  having  suffered.     Tfie"  following    "^w 
coincidence  may  not  be  uninteresting.    A  lady  who  had  been        '.'■■'. 
Barricl  tight  years  without-haVing  children,  became  pregnant        ,  ^ 
ike  first  time,  after  an  attack  of  small  pox ;  another,  married 
three  years,  also  becam<5"^regnant  for  the  first  time,  after. .a 
c&ilar  attack  ;  a  third  has  recovered  a  short  time  since  from 
iMail  pox,  who  has  been  marrie<l  eight  years  without  children, 
vith  a  probability  of  a  similar  occurrence. 

l>r.  J.J.  Qiinn's  opinion  coincided  with  that  of  Dr.Bonner; 
ieiinji  the  past  year  he  has  administered  it  three  times ;  in 
Z90  cases  where  turning  had  to  be  resorted  to,  in  both  the 
ill'i  was  dead,  though  the  mother  had  not  been  under  its  in- 
becre  more  than  an  hour;  the  tliir<l,  which  was  a  case  of  very 
i*r  Ji  and  tedious  labor,  both  mother  and  child  died.  Last 
Vnrk  Lad  a  case  of  shoulder  presontation,  turning  was  re- 
ione*l  to  without  chloroform,  and  the  child  was  born  alive. 
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Dr,  WarauT  related  a  case  of  bloody  tumor,  which  made 
its  appearance  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  previous  to  the 
delivery  of  the  placenta,  occupying  the  whole  length  of  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  vagina ;  on  opening  it  at  it^  most  pen- 
dant point  with  a  scissors,  a  large  coagulum  of  blood  was 
discharged ;  the  cavity  being  daily  syringed  with  warm  water, 
the  tumor  disappeared  in  a  few  days  leaving  no  cicatrix, 
nor  was  there  a  teaspoonful  of  pus  discharged  during  the 
healing.  He  related  this  for  the  benefit  of  the  junior  mem- 
bers who  would  naturally  feel  alarmed  at  an  occurrence  of 
such  a  nature. 

Dr.  Quinn  succeeded  in  establishing  respiration  in  a  still 
born  child,  after  the  lapse  of  an  hour  and  20  minutes,  arti- 
ficial respiration,  the  warm  bath,  etc.,  were  resorted  to ;  the 
cord  continued  to  pulsate  till  breathing  commenced. 


V7i  

MEDICAL  NEWS. 

Dr.  Kreuse  reported  the  following  from  the  German. 

KoUiker  in  his  account  of  the  experiments  made  at  the 
phy.siological  Institution  of  Wurburg,  says,  that  equal  parts 
of  saliva  and  artificial  gastric  juice,  did  not  transform  starch 
into  sugar.  The  transformation,  however,  occurred  after 
20  minutes,  when  one  part  of  the  juice  was  mixed  with  two 
parts  of  saliva ;  when  three  or  four  parts  were  used,  the  con- 
version took  place  in  five  minutes.  These  results  would  seem 
to  favor  the  opinion  of  Schmidt  and  Biddus,  that  the 
change  of  starchy  substances  into  sugar  is  suspended  in  the 
stomach. 

Budge  affirms  Waller's  observation,  that  after  the  section 
of  the  motory  root  of  a  nerve,  both  ends  undergo  fatty  dego^ 
noration,  whereas  the  same  experiment  being  made  on  its 
sensitive  root  only,  its  central  part  connected  with  the  spinal 
marrow,  undergoes  alteration. 

Dr.  Wersenberg  recommends  a  mixture  of  one  part  of 
acetic  ether,  with  eight  parts  of  vinegar,  one  teaspoonful 
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10  be  taken  in  a  tablespoonful  of  sugar  ami  water  every 
kilf  an  hour,  aa  a  prophylactic  and  curative  remedy  for 
iBTol'tion. 

Dr.  Springier  Las  observed  favoralJe  effects  from  the  in- 
kalation  of  spirit  of  turpentine,  iu  cases  of  pulmonary 
pngrene.  Life  was  not  preserved,  but  appaieutly  prolonged, 
■ad  expectoration  facilitited. 

Dr.  Selarva  (a  Hungarian  practitioner)  treated  15  cases  of 
pAenmonia  almost  exclusively  with  inhalation  of  sulphuric 
ethtr,  repeated  from  two  to  four  times  a  day,  according  to  the 
wr^eDCj  of  the  symptoms,  until  the  inflammation  subsides, 
Ottiy  roboFt  plethoric  patients  were  moderately  bled — no  case 
proved  fatal. 

Dr.  Schwaber  states  in  a  paper  on  forentiic  medicine  as  the 
result  of  liis  comprehensive  researches,  that  no  meat  of  sick 
ctttle  is  dangerous  to  health,  except'  of  such  as  have  died  of 
f«.«;ula  maligna,  hydrophobia,  and  glanders. 

Dr.  I'olko  witnessed  a  case  of  poisoning  by  tobacco  leaves, 
vliirh  lieing  dipped  in  honey,  a  peasant,  suffering  from 
cLr  i.ic  rheumati.*<m,  applied  for  one  niglit  to  his  inferior 
titreinities.  The  symptoms  of  pois(niing  were  very  severe, 
iiev«ry  rfow,  un»lvr  the  aj)plitation  of  coM  to  the  head,  and 
ue  mu-riial  nse  of  coffee  and  carbonate  of  potassa. 

Proft:F5or  Casper  has  collected  the  residts  of  18  post  mortem 
ff&ir.' nations  made  on  persons  poisoned  by  colchicum. 

lit.  TliC  corpse  does  not  decompose  ^^o  quickly  as  has 
\fKtk  generally  presumed. 

••!.  The  blood  was  thickish  and  of  a  cherry  red  color, 
u  f.*an(l  after  poisoning  by  sulphuric  acid. 

&!.  The  urine  and  gastric  juice  had  a  distinct  acid 
naction. 

4ih.   The  vena  cava  ascendens  was  filled  with  a  remarkablo 
fUAtitj  of  bloo<ly  as  found  only  in  exqidsite  cases  of  death 
bj  Biiffbcation. 
.>L     A  large  quantity  of  blood  in  the  kidneys. 
*>  tL,     The  bladder  always  more  or  less  filled. 
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7th.  The  right  side  of  the  heart  contained  a  large  quantity 
of  blood,  whilst  the  lungs  did  not  appear  hypcramic. 

8th,     Congestion  of  the  cerebral  blood  vessels. 

The  changes  in  the  stomach,  if  there  were  any  at  all,  were 
those  of  several  degrees  of  inflammation;  which  could  be 
referred  either  to  the  quantity  of  the  drug  taken,  or  to  the 
severity  of  the  vomiting,  which  occurred  in  all  cases.  In 
order  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  colchicum  in  the  stomach| 
the  same  tests  were  employed  as  those  usually  resorted  to  for 
the  seeds,  and  colchicum  was  obtained. 

Dr.  Michalsky  reports  the  perfect  cure  of  a  case  of  diabetes 
of  two  years  standing.  The  patient  passed  every  day  about 
20  quarts  of  water,  20  ounces  of  which  contained  9  drs.  of 
sugar.  The  patient  was  put  on  animal  diet,  and  wheat  bread, 
and  took  creosote  in  pills,  under  which  treatment  the  quantity 
of  the  urine  as  well  as  the  sugar  diminished.  The  doctor  was 
obliged  liowcver  to  change  the  pills  for  a  decoction  of  bark, 
as  the  strength  of  the  patient  sunk  so  much  as  to  bo  alarm- 
ing ;  when  sufficiently  restored  the  pills  were  resumed,  and 
continued  for  six  weeks,  when  the  cure  was  complete. 

Donders  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  three  albino  children 
born    successively  of  the   same  person.     Their  father  had 
dark  colored  hair  and  eyes,  their  mother,  light  hair  and  blue 
eyes.     Both  parents  were  in  the  blossom  of  life.     Their  first 
child,  a  boy  who  died  young,  had  dark  hair  and  eyes.     The 
three  subserjuent  were  perfect  albinos,  'i\'ithout  the  least  sign 
of  pigment  in  the  skin,  hair  or  eyes.     All  complained  of 
photophobia  and  nystagmus,  yet  they  were  all  able  to  dis- 
tinguish  minute   objecU.     When   a   non-transparent  plato, 
provided  with  an  opening,  of  about  the  size  of  the  pupil,  was 
keld  before  the  eye  of  the  patient,  the  pupil  appeared  quite 
iurk.     Hence  ho  infers  that  the  red  color  of  the  eye,  does 
*t  depend  on  the  light  entering  the  eye  through  the  pupil, 
it  that  light  passing  the   sclerotic   and  other  membranes 
t  the  eye.     The  child  under  observation  gained  by  the  card 
i  more  perfect  perception  of  objects,  and  the  photophobia 
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wmB  diminished.  The  mother  stated  that  the  photophobia 
kad  spontaneoasly  dimiDiflhed  with  the  age  of  the  child.  This 
fret  he  refers  to  the  sclerotic  growing  less  transparent. 
To  iiDproTC  vision  in  snch  cases  he  recommends  spectacles 
excluding  the  lateral  light  from  the  eye  of  the  patient. 
As  to  the  cause  of  the  albinism  the  mother  could  only  recol- 
kct  to  have  been  frightened  during  her  second  pregnancy  by 
^  unexpected  apparition  of  a  white  rabbit  with  red  eyes,  yet 
Ae  never  thought  of  it  again  during  her  bearing. 

Stmthers,  a  Dutch  physician,  presents  some  observations 
■  ad  lition,  to  explain  the  easy  delivery  of  the  Esquimaux 
Ii£e5:  the  pelvis  examined  by  him  shewed  a  remarkably 
hrpe  circumference,  and  unusually  wide  transverse  diameters, 
Itkdes  the  brain  of  the  Esijuimaux  being  less  developed,  the 
mailer  head  of  the  child  renders  delivery  materially  easier. 
According  to  a  communication  from  Dr.  Pierce,  she  does 
101  leave  her  domestic  duties  until  a  few  hours  before  labor 
■ce  in.  Thereby  before,  she  returns  to  a  hut,  built  up  with 
fan.  and  especially  prepared  fur  this  purpose.  ^I'Lis  place 
tf  r»fu;re  is  «)  narrow,  that  the  patient  is  forced  into  a  quiet 
pof'nifin.  Xoboily  attends  to  the  woman  in  labor,  and  her 
i^ATtrj  is  generally  finished  within  half  an  hour. 

ELECTION   OK  MEMBKK?. 

Dr*.  J.  L.  Woodward  and  F.  T.  Cuhill  were  elected  to 
ank'<r^hip. 

l*T.  Fries  proposed  to  report  some  cases  of  ovariotomy 
■  thr  next  meeting. 

A  ij-.umed. 


(fborrtsponbtnct. 


Ubbana,  Nov.  13th,  1855. 
Ml.  Editok  : — ^Dear  Sir,  What  information  can  you  give 
■  m  regard  to  the  remedies  used  bj  the  Brompton  Hospital, 
far  inhali»£  in  diseaacs  of  the  Inngs  ?    Certain  individuals 
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boasting  the  shonld-be  honorable  title  of  M.  D.,  are  traycling 
over  the  country  selling  inhalers  and  inhaling  mcdicinc^^ 
labelcil ^'Bromptoii Hotpital Inhaler^'  and Bromptmi HoBpUal 
hihaling  Flmd^^  ^^ prtpared  a<!Cording  to  the  origiyial  for^ 

They  furnish  patieutfi,  suffering  with  consumption  and 
other  diseases  of  the  liings,  an  Inhaler,  (a  very  common  tin 
vessel,  with  a  tube  attached)  and  two  small  bottles  of  ^^  in- 
haling fluid,"  for  twenty  dollars.  For  an  extra  2  oz.  vial  of 
the  "  fluid,**  the  moderate  price  of  three  dollars  is  charged. 

If  the  Physicians  of  the  Brompton  Hospital  have  made 
any  di.-tcoveries  in  regard  to  tlie  treatment  of  diseases  of  the 
lungs,  I  presume  they  have  made  the  same  public*  I  am  not 
aware  of  having  seen  anything  from  them  on  the  subject  in 
the  medical  Journals ;  and  my  object  in  addressing  jou. 
is  to  inquue  if  any  such  publication  has  come  to  your 
knowledge. 

If  any  such  discovery  has  been  made,  the  profession  should 
have  the  benefit  of  it ;  and  if  not,  these  quacks  should  be  ex- 
posed in  their  attempts  to  rob  dying  men  of  their  last  dollar,. 
by  usin^  the  name  of  an  honorable  institution  like  Brompton- 
Hospital.  II. 
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FRANCE. 

PiK'rjiinil  PeritoiiiUs  in  the  fcetiia  and  in  new  lorn  chU- 

dron.     Tianshitcd  bv  J.  II.  T. 

M.  Lkxoiii  has  recently  publi^hed  a  thesis  containing  some 
very  interesting  facts  upon  this  subject. 

{Struck  with  the  great  mortality  among  new-born  children 
in  this  groat  lying  in  hospital,  and  particularly  at  Maternite 
where  he  was  for  a  long  time  house-physician,  M.  Lenoir 
was  naturally  led  to  stu<ly  the  cause  of  it. 

Tiio  first  fact  which  drew  his  attention  was,  that  the  great- 
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est  mortality  amon^  tlie  children  ahvavH  coincided  with  C]<i- 
'lei>iic^  of  puerperal  fever  anioijt;  the  mothers. 

In  -.*»ti  new  born  chihlren  Fubjoct  to  his  observation,  of 
wh"?n  >*.!ne  died  a  few  hours,  and  others  a  few  days  after 
>»irT'?i,  t»-i  were  born  jireinaturoly,  and  were  not  viable. 
Ai:i  -Ti^  the  l*.'-j  reni.iiiiiii;:  40  died  t)f  peiltoiiitl.s  .-iuiplo,  or 
C'*"ij 'i:itcd  with  ery.-Ij)el;is,  iiieiiin^v tis,  or  niiiltij»le  idisj-o.s  ; 
»  f-uth  part  died  from  a  disease  in  every  j)artieidar  rosem- 
^•lirii;  pu'riil  infect'n'U.  Thus  in  1:*-)  viable  hifanls,  who 
•iiv-ii  a  .''hort  lime  after  birth,  no  less  than  iyQ  were  taken  off 
:y  iii.ilailits  precisely  identical  with  those  which  so  often 
pr-iVi-  fiiul  to  lyin^-in  wonien- 

lii  brin;iinjr  l";.'ether  the  causes  of  the  deaths  in  these  new 
*«irri  »-Kildrrn,  and  those  of  their  mothers  wIjo  bad  died  a  few 
iay*  rifrr-r  parturition,  he  found  ami»n;r  tliirty  infants  who  had 
ii*-i  "f  j'OTiionitis  that  in  ten  e;i-(S,  Jjoth  mother  and  infant 
ha  1  'ii'-^l  f»f  the  same  malidy  :  five  other  women  whose  infants 
\-A  -'f  ]»eri:onitIs,  were  thiimselves  s-eizetl  with  that  disease 
'u:    r-«   .viTed. 

nf  :•  ri  f«i'iu.-es  where  Mearh  had  been  (►ceasioned  by  pt.ri- 
T  -.i-i-i,  rlie  mother  in  these  instances  died  a  few  days  alter 
LI  Vi-ry  fnm  the  same  malady. 

W  ,1?  an*  the  eharact eristic- of  puerperal  fever  in  the  fa^tus 
iL  i  Tirw  born  ehiid? 

I;»  "'lO  fo;tus  M.  ij(.noir  fiunnl  no  other  manifestation  of  it 
•^ ..?«  ;  •rittiiiitis.  In  the  new  born  child  he  ob:  ei  vud  it  under 
•V-  '.'VivnT  f trms  of  peritonitis  sinijilc,  or  eonij)lieatcd  with 
■r'-;--:.4S,  with  umbilical  pidebitis,  menin;reLis,  etc.,  nntler 
•  •  :  TLis  i»f  pli'urisy,  n»cniii^ctis,  multiple  abscess,  ;ran- 
r  •  ■  t  *.«•.:  but  the  must  usual  iorni  uas  peritonitis,  when*  the 
r  '.r.-ind  child  both  died  of  puirpeial  fiver  tiiey  did  not 
.- '  -.  -  :. resent  the  same  lesion-^.  Thus  tl»e  mother  wtudd 
-■  i?  -bo  tracfS  of  metdnTilis,  while  ln-r  chiM  would  ^li  iw 
'_•'  !■■-:•:»'!  of  peritonitis:  the  itifant  S(unetinn»s  diid  of 
•■•■'-  jifJTi,  while  it-*  mother  woubl  die  of  purulent  infetiion. 
^  .  r.  /..,/*.*.  ('ouiit»!ianceexpp  s-<Ive  of  sufferin;:,  abdonnn 
L-'.  ':  id,  tyiup-iuiti*;  and  very  sensible  to  pressure  ;  tlu-  ri  s- 
:.;jt.-:i  -'.iirt  and  frctpunt:  the  skii.  yellow,  the  cries  ince.— 
•a-.::  r  .:(!»•  vomilin;r  attended  by  di;.cliar^c  from  the  m-'ulh 
iXrl  TH"?t.  il-  of  a  biJi«»ug  liipiid.  The  pul.-e  was  much  ticc-le- 
•at'-'i  and  very  small — the  bowels  ^(  nerally  con>-lipated.  The 
:>*^T'?  in  jTi-nera!  run  its  course  in  three  or  four  days,  somo- 
r-n.-.*  Ill  foriy-eii^ht  hours,  and  invariably  terminated  fsi tally. 
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Among  the  most  remarkable  of  the  mioroecopic  obeerrft- 
tions  Avas  the  fact  of  the  great  enlargement  of  the  spleen 
which  was  seen  to  be  increased  to  almost  double  its  normal 
dimensions  both  in  the  fo&tus  and  new  born  child. 
— Qaz,  des  ffosp. 


Report  of  Three  Cases  of  Disloraiivn  of  the  Femur  Seduced  h^ 
Manipulation. — Xew  Method  of  Reducing  Dislocations  of  the  Fs' 
mur  on  the  Pubes.  13y  E.  J.  Fountain,  M.  D.,  of  Davenport, 
Iowa. 

Recently  I  Kcnt  to  Dr.  Reid,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  a  brief 
report  of  throe  cases  of  dislocation  of  the  thigh, — one  upon  dislo- 
catiou  upon  the  dorsum  ilii,  and  two  upon  the  pubis, — all  reduced 
by  mani{)ulation.  At  his  suggestion,  1  send  a  full  report  of  theae 
cases  for  publication.  The  case  of  dislocation  upon  the  dorsum  wan 
reduced  veiy  quickly  and  easily  by  following  exactly  the  directions 
given  by  Dr.  Reid,  with  whom  this  vastly  improv^  method  origi- 
nated. The  two  dislocations  upon  the  pubis,  1  reduced  by  manipu- 
lations based  upon  the  same  principles  ;  but  by  a  mo<le  of  manipu- 
lating quite  different  from  that  required  for  the  reduction  of  a 
dislocation  upon  the  dorsum  ilii.  The  report  of  these  two  cases 
will  1)0  the  first  of  the  kind  upon  record.  A  concise  summary  of 
the  rules  for  the  operation  will  be  appended  to  the  report. 

Dislocation  tipon  the  dorsum  ilii. — Oct.  7th.     I  was  called  in  the 

night  to  go  in  haste  to  the  relief  of  a  lady,  Mrs.  8 ,  who  had 

received,  as  stated,  some  serious  injury  of  the  hip,  or  thigh,  by  be- 
ing thrown  from  a  wagon.  I  was  accompanied  by  my  partner,  Dr, 
Adler.  We  found  the  patient  in  bed,  complaining  of  j)ain  in  the 
left  hip.  The  examination  rcvealed  at  once  the  nature  of  the  injury, 
which  was  a  dislocation  of  the  left  femur  upon  the  dorsum  ilii.  On 
placing  the  patient  erect,  the  characteristic  appearance  was  present- 
ed. Tlie  knee  rested  upon  the  lower  third  of  the  thigh,  the  great 
toe  of  the  foot  upon  the  instep  of  the  opposite  limb,  and  the  tro* 
chanter  major  approximated  to  the  crest  of  the  ilium.  Tiie  diag. 
nosis  was  confirmed  by  an  attempt  to  rotate  and  abduct  the  limb. 
A  mattress  was  thrown  upon  the  floor,  and  upon  this  the  patient 
was  placed  uj)on  her  back.  A  towel  was  earned  around  the  sound 
thigh  and  hip,  and  held  down  by  Dr.  Adler ;  but  this  assistance  I 
found  to  be  quite  unnecessary.  I  then  grasped  the  knee  with  my 
right  hand,  and  the  foot  with  my  left ;  flexed  the  leg  on  the  thigh, 
and  carried  the  knee  and  thigh  over  and  upon  the  sound  one,  and 
then  upwards  as  high  as  the  umbilicus,  keeping  it  constantly  pressed 
down  upon  the  body.  I  then  carried  the  knee  outward,  bringing 
the  heel  inwaid  and  the  foot  over  the  opposite  limb,  at  the  same 


Progrt9%  of  Medicine.  11 

tine  rnakhig  gende  oacOIations  of  the  thigh,  when  the  head  of  the 
bone  iklipped  smldenly  into  its  socket.  Tlie  force  required  was  quite 
moderate,  and  the  pain  almost  nothing.  Tlie  time  occupied  by  the 
nunif'ulation,  from  the  instant  I  took  hold  of  the  knee  nud  foot, 
until  the  operation  was  completed,  did  not  exceed  ten  seconds.  The 
manipulatiomi  were  made  by  one  continuous  uninterrupted  motion. 
Hie  knee  was  caused  to  make  a  "  semi-circular  sweep "  over  the 
■oond  limb  and  across  the  body,  then  a  few  quick  oscillations,  and 
it  dropped  down  into  its  natural  position.  I  held  the  thigh  up 
firmly  and  steadily,  while  making  tlic  oscillations ;  and  in  this  po- 
sition, at  right  angles  with  the  axis  of  the  body,  and  abiiuctcd,  and 
the  foot  over  the  opposite  thigh,  the  head  of  tlie  bone  entered  its 
fockct. 

Dislocations  on  the  Pubes. — Ccae  1. — In  June,  1854, 1  was  called 
to  Me  a  man  who  had  fallen  from  the  second  storj'  of  a  houi>e  to  the 
groond,  upon  some  pieces  of  timber.  His  lower  jaw  was  fractured, 
and  his  left  hip  dislocated.  The  limb  was  a  trifle  shortened,  and 
the  fi>ot  strongly  everted.  The  prominence  of  the  trochanter  major 
was  ]c.«M;ned,  and  the  head  of  the  bone  could  bo  felt  upon  the  pubes. 
Wkile  waiting  for  the  appearance  of  Dr.  Arnold,  who  had  also  been 
Mat  for,  I  was  reflecting  upon  the  necessary  arrangements  to  be  made 
lor  the  application  of  uie  putties.  While  thus  meditating  u|)on  the 
fohject,  1  Ix^an  to  think  of  the  possibility  of  reducing  the  disloca- 
tbn  by  manipulation.  Considenng  the  position  of  tlie  head  of  the 
bon<  and  ita  rulation  to  adjacent  parts,  it  occurred  to  me  that  by  ro- 
tating the  limb  still  more  strongly  outward,  I  might  elevate  the  head 
of  the  bone  from  its  resting-place — the  trochanter  major  acting  as  a 
Mcrnm.  Then,  by  carrying  the  leg  and  foot,  and  after  it  the  knee 
1^  thigh,  over  the  opposite  thigh,  while  the  limb  was  strongly  ro- 
Wi\\  oat  wants,  the  head  of  the  bone  would  bo  made  to  move  upward 
«d  ootward  in  the  arc  of  a  circle  of  which  the  trocluinter  major 
vocll  be  the  center,  and  the  neck  the  radius.  After  being  thus 
9r>aglit  over  and  upon  the  e<lge  of  the  aoetabuhmi,  a  motion  of  the 
&c:-i  directly  upwards,  would,  in  the  same  way,  throw  the  head  of 
&  boni?  into  it6  socket — the  muscles  attached  to  the  trochanter  ma- 
ni  holding  that  point  comparatively  fixed. 

Before  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Arnold,  I  had  determined  to  test  the 
Aacrry ;  and  on  explaining  my  views  to  him,  he  at  once  expressed 
\Bm  willingness  to  have  the  attempt  made  as  I  suggested.  At  worst, 
z  coclJ  only  fail  without  much  if  any  harm,  and  then  we  had  the 
p«Iliea  ready  for  application  after  the  "classical  method." 

The  patient  was  placed  upon  the  floor  on  a  quilt.  Being  a  man 
d  itronif  mnscnlar  development,  I  thought  there  would  be  more 
r^isiaintT  of  raoceaa  if  relaxation  was  first  produced  by  the  inhala- 
:ua  of  chloroform.  He  reailily  came  under  its  influence.  When 
Twe  unconscious,  the  limb  was  taken  by  the  foot  and  knee  and  ro- 
used ootwaids,  the  kg  flexed  and  carried  over  the  opposite  knee  and 
XTIL— 8 
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thigh,  the  hod  kept  well  np  and  the  knee  pressed  down.  This  mo- 
tion was  continued  by  carrying  the  thigh  over  the  sonnd  one  as  high 
as  the  upper  part  of  the  middle  third,  the  foot  kept  firmly  elevated. 
Then  the  limb  was  carried  directly  upwards  by  elevating  the  kneef, 
while  the  foot  was  held  firm  and  steady,  at  the  same  time  making 
gentle  oscillations  by  the  knee,  when  the  head  of  the  bone  suddenly 
dropped  into  its  socket.  Time  required  in  the  operation,  from  20 
to  80  seconds.  The  force  used  was  slight ;  1  believe  it  could  have 
been  reduced  about  as  well  without  the  chloroform. 

Case  2. — Oct.  Slst,  1855. — .Tohn  McCarthy,  an  Irishman,  had 
his  hip  dislocated  by  falling  with  a  horse  he  was  riding.  The  horse 
slipped  and  fell,  rolling  over  upon  him.  I  found  the  limb  about  the 
saiiio  in  length  as  the  sound  one ;  but  greatly  everted,  the  toes  point- 
ing directly  outward.  On  attempting  to  rotate  and  flex  the  limb, 
pain  was  produced,  and  a  comparative  immobility  manifeste^l  by 
resistance.  The  head  of  the  bone  was  felt  forward  upon  the  pubes. 
As  soon  as  I  discovered  it  was  a  dislocation,  my  first  thought  was 
to  send  for  Dr.  Adler  to  witness  the  operation.  But  the  temptation 
to  take  hold  and  reduce  it  immediately  was  too  strong.  The  patient 
was  resting  upon  a  low  couch.  I  immediately  took  hold  of  his 
knee  and  foot,  rotated  outwanl  and  flexed  the  leg  by  carrying  the 
foot  over  the  sound  thigh,  keeping  the  heel  well  up  and  pressing  the 
knee  down.  After  I  had  brought  the  thigh  in  this  way  over  the 
upper  part  of  the  sound  one,  I  carried  it  directly  upwards,  holding 
it  tirmly  up  and  making  oscillations  by  the  knee,  when  the  head  of 
the  1)onc  slipped  into  its  socket,  and  the  limb  at  once  assumeii  its 
natural  appearance  and  mobility.  A  little  more  force  was  required 
in  this  than  in  the  other  case  ;  but  it  was  still  quite  moderate,  and 
tlie  pain  very  slight.  In  this  case  I  had  no  assistance  whatever. 
liiiio  occupied  in  operating,  about  twenty  seconds. 

The  history  of  these  cases  fully  demonstrates,  to  my  mind,  the 
immense  value  of  this  new  method  of  reducing  dislocations  of  the 
hip.  Xotwitlistanding  the  unsatisfactory  results  of  the  trials  at  the 
New  York  Hospital,  I  have  perfect  confidence  in  the  correctness  of 
Dr.  Rcid's  method  of  manipulation.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the 
greatest  improvements  of  modem  surgery,  the  value  of  which  may 
be  understood  when  contrasting  an  operation  requiring  but  ten  or 
twenty  seconds,  and  without  pain,  with  the  instructions  of  Sir  Ast- 
ley  Cooper,  viz  :  Venesection  to  syncope,  hot  bath.  tart,  antimony 
to  nausea,  and  then  the  application  of  the  pullies  from  four  to  six 
hours,  if  necessary !  To  Dr.  Reid  is  due  the  credit  of  this  splendid 
improvement,  in  which  the  whole  profession  must  participate,  as  a 
most  valuable  contribution  of  scientific  surgery  to  the  relief  of  suf- 
fering humanity.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how  far  the  tests  of  future 
operations  will  confirm  the  value  and  correctness  of  the  method  of 
reducing  dislocations  on  the^pttSe*,  as  illustrated  by  the  two  preced- 
ing cases. 
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It  ifi  my  opinion  tliAt  dislocations  into  tho  thyroid  foramen  may 
lie  redaced  by  the  fuime  mot  hod  as  the  last. 

In  concIaMon,  I  will  recapitulate  the  method  of  operating  for  dLs- 
locatiuns  on  the  pules. 

Taking  the  knee  in  one  hand  and  the  foot  in  tlio  other,  rotate  the 
irho!c  limb  outwards,  anil  flex  the  leg  on  the  thigh  by  carrying  the 
foot  over  the  opposite  knee.  Then  carry  the  limb,  foot  forward, 
I'Ter  th-?  oppo>ite  thigh,  at  the  same  time  twisting  the  heel  upwards, 
lai  pressing  the  kn(M  doA-n.  Carry  the  thigh  in  this  way  over  the 
roan  1  one,  as  high  as  the  upper  part  of  the  middle  third ;  then  elc- 
T«fco  thf  limb  by  raising  the  knee  while  the  foot  is  hold  firm,  at  the 
^ame  time  making  gentle  of^cillations,  when  tho  head  of  the  bone 
will  ^lip  suddenly  into  its  socket. — N,  Y.  Jour,  of  Med. 


EHiout  Infammatory  Catarrh.  By  L.  B.  Axdehsox,  M.  D.,  of 
Verdon,  Uanover  Co.,  Va. 

A-noag  the  difficulties  un<lor  which  a  physician  labors,  in  rr- 
p--r:i:»c  hi.*  oxi>«rienoe  in  the  troatraont  of  disease,  is  that  of  finding 
ftnmnie  which  will  convey  a  correct  idea  of  either  its  tyj)e  or  location. 
ThL«  ijs  by  no  means  the  ca*»e  in  uncomplicated  acute  inflammator}- 
iff^tion-*.  bat  wlicn  the  inilammaticm  is  only  of  an  incubative 
ch*r>:ter,  bjcat^.nl  in  several  organs,  and  the  functions  of  other  or- 
ar*--  ar»^  inatonally  imjtaireil,  then  there  is  an  almost  insurmonnt- 
•t*»  liffi.Tilty.  Und**r  the  prps«;ure  of  such  an  incubu"*,  we  procee<l 
:    ;--ri  tb*?  ff  llowing  ob>erv«lion.'> : — 

TV  re  are  two  dist»ases  which  have  prevaile<l  within  the  sphere  of 
-ay  j.rvti'V  during  this  ami  the  last  winter,  contemporaneously  with 
^-arlatina,  which  in  msiny  respe^'ts  were  not  very  unlike  it.  One, 
■'>r  rir*  want  of  a  better  name.  I  presume,  is  called  miiUary  fever : 
•>  'Vh^r.  for  the  samo  reason.  1  have  tlionght  proper  to  denominate 
*^'vi  in^amtnatory  catarrh.  Both  are  usherwl  in  with  a  chill,  pain 
-a  lYy}  bark  anil  head,  great  la»»situde,  naus^.  vomiting,  and  high 
{i^^-r — occurring  in  tlie  onler  here  name<l.  With  the  rise  of  fever,  a 
c-t:"--  eruptiun  Hp[K»ars  in  the  fir  t,  as  florid  as  scarlatina  itself, 
»!iii  b  'ii-apf»ear*  with  desquamation  in  4^  or  60  hours,  and  with  it-^ 
•^liii'*  th#'  fevnr  subsides.  At  thi**  time  cynanrhe  tonsillaris  sets  m, 
»i  run*  th^  u^ual  course  of  that  affection  in  ordinary  catarrh. 

While  in  the  second,  tliere  is  no  eruption  on  tlio  accession  of 
v*»r.  t'ln-iils  l^ccome  inllamcd,  the  tongue  red  and  furre«l,  au'l  a  dry 
»!  hantb  ct»ajjh  Kujier^-enps.  Within  twelve  hours  the  fever  passes 
'•"?•«  .-omplefply  as  to  make  ^  perfect  remisncn,  without  any  mati*- 
'A  rhan:?e  in  th<'  other  symptoms.  After  the  lapse  of  one  or  two 
1  ^r-.  the  f'Vi»r  rnturns  with  rciloubled  violence.  Tlie  pain  in  tho 
>*1  r#-'r"mes  excruciating ;  the  eyes  are  intolerant  of  the  mildest  ray 

4  iijht  :  the  tongue,  mucous  lining  of  the  month,  and  Schneiderian 
strane  became  red  and  dry;  thirst  considerable,  but  water  tastes 
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very  tmpleuiantly ;  there  are  incessant  nansea  and  vomiting,  first  of 
bile,  then  of  serum,  in  which  are  many  fioccnli  of  greenish  mncus. 

This  condition  is  followed  in  twelve  honrs  by  another  remission 
less  distinct  than  the  first,  and  of  shorter  duration.  If  no  decided 
impression  has  been  made  on  the  disease  np  to  this  time  by  remedial 
agents,  the  third  rise  of  fever  knows  no  abatement,  and  such  is  the 
case  until  the  system  has  been  thoroughly  evacuated,  and  nearly 
every  vestige  of  local  disease  is  entirely  removed. 

The  difficulties  under  which  a  physician  labors  in  the  treatment 
of  this  disease,  arise  principally  from  not  being  called  in  until  after 
the  second  exacerbation  of  fever,  when  the  stomach  is  so  irritable  as 
to  reject  almost  everything  which  can  be  given.  Free  purgation, 
with  mercurial  cathartics,  together  with  acids  and  demulcients,  will 
generally  arrest  it,  when  given  during  the  continuance  of  the  first 
fever.  When  this  period  has  passed  unimproved,  small  doses  of 
calomel  and  ipecac,  (despite  the  nausea),  spts.  of  nitre,  lemonade, 
gum-water,  Ac,  internally — flannels  wrung  out  of  hot  water  and 
spts.  turpentine  applied  over  the  chest  and  abdomen,  cupping  on 
the  temples  and  neck,  chloride  of  soda  TLabaraque's)  applied  to  the 
throat,  and  mild  injections,  constitute  tne  principal  remedies  in  the 
milder  forms,  &c. 

It  is,  however,  with  the  object  of  calling  attention  to  two  points 
in  this  affection,  that  I  write  at  present.  The  one  is  the  perfect  re- 
mission of  fever  within  twelve  hours  after  the  onset — ^the  other, 
the  tendency  to  inflammation  of  the  brain,  when  tlio  disease  is  not 
arrested  before  the  third  day. 

So  palpably  periodical  is  the  fever,  as  to  its  exacerbations,  that 
one  unacquainted  with  its  history  would  readily  decide  to  give 
quinine.  Having  seen  it  administered,  both  in  large  and  small  doses, 
I  am  prepared  to  say  thai  in  all  quantities  it  is  decidedly  inJMrious. 
For  while  it  neither  defers  nor  arrests  the  paroxysm,  it  increases  the 
cerebral  disturbance  invariably,  and  the  only  fatal  cases  I  have  ever 
seen  were  those  in  which  the  remissions  were  most  perfect,  and 
quinine  had  been  given.  Nor  have  I  seen  blisters  otl^rwise  than 
injurious  at  any  time,  while  general  bloodletting  is  hardly  bome^ 
and  often  is  decidedly  injurious.  And  while  mild  pmges  are  highly 
benefleial,  drastic  cathartics  invariably  produce  dysenteric  symptoms. 
Tlic  affection  of  the  head  in  the  early  stages  seems  to  be  the  result  <^ 
the  impression  of  morbific  agents  in  the  prima  vi«e,  and  consequently 
almost  entirely  sympathetic.  This  may  bo  inferred  from  the  fact 
that,  so  soon  as  the  bowels  are  freely  evacuated,  and  the  secretions 
restored,  the  fever  as  well  as  the  cephalalgia  abate.  And  it  is  only 
in  those  cases  when  such  indications  have  not  been  properly  met 
prior  to  the  third  day  that  cerebritis  supervenes. 

In  many  cases  of  this  character  I  have  seen,  the  pulse  is  slow, 
feeble,  and  intermittent,  the  hands  and  feet  are  cold,  the  bowels  re- 
laxed, and  the  stomach  easily  nauseated,  Ac.  &o.    What  will  curs 
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§aA  sa  aftetion  I  know  not,  for  I  believe  I  have  tried  everything 
which  seemod  to  be  at  all  indicated,  and  nniformly  without  benefit. 
Hiippilj,  I  have  seen  only  two  such  casesy  and  hope  that  neither  I 
nor  any  one  else  may  see  another. 

Xo  disease  is  more  manageable  than  this,  when  efficiently  treated 
in  iu  early  stages.  If,  however,  one  becomes  impressed  by  its 
periodical  character,  with  the  idea  that  everything  else  in  the  line  of 
ivmedial  agents  must  be  made  to  succamb  to  the  nse  of  quinine,  the 
delay  thus  occasioned  will  be  hazardous,  if  not  fatal.  Calomel  freely 
administered  from  the  first  until  all  vitiated  matters  are  removed 
from  the  bowels,  and  the  secretions  aro  restored,  is  more  effectual 
than  all  things  else  besides. — Amer.  Jour,  of  Msd.  Sciences. 


Ulisttlhntons. 

On  the  Oommunicatian  of  Syphilis  by  the  Vaccine  Lymph. — ^Tho 
question  of  the  influence  of  syphilis  upon  vaccination  is  one  of  im- 
portance ;  the  opinion  is  very  wide  spread  among  the  laity,  that 
vaccine  lymph  taken  from  an  unhealthy  child  generates  disease.  A 
cate  in  point  has  lately  occurreil  iu  Damberg,  a  town  in  Bavaria, 
wl:>?re  a  m*?<lical  man  was  condemned  to  two  years  imprisonment 
for  hiving  vaccinated  several  chiMron  from  a  child  exhibiting  a 
ITT  hilitic  eruption  on  its  face  and  body.  The  witnesses  asserted 
that  the  vaccine  pustules  had  not  been  properly  developed,  and  were 
foQowt.^!  by  tedioTis  ulcerations.  Moreover,  nine  grown-up  persons 
wt?re  a^'Crtcl  to  be  rcinfecteil  by  the  children  tainted  through  the 
vaccine  j'Ustule.  The  judgment  was  commuted  in  consequence  of 
the  oj^inioas  expressed  by  Messrs.  Heyfelder  and  Pauli,  two  distin- 
gaiahed  medical  men  of  Rhenish  Bavaria,  whose  judgment  has  been 
lapponed  by  that  of  Ricord  and  Cullerier,  who  utterly  deny  the 
poA.-iSility  of  communication  of  the  syphilitic  poison  bv  the  ajj^ency 
of  vaiCLue  lymph.  CuUerier,  according  to  tl^  Bulletm  de  Thera- 
ft%ti<pie,  from  which  we  extract  these  facts,  states  that  ho  has  not 
u-uy  \  i&v'cinated  syphilitic  children  without  ever  seeing  the  viiccine 
ia  any  way  modifieil  by  the  syphilitic  diathesis,  but  that  he  has 
vacv  luitcii  iK-althy  children  from  syphilitic  infants  without  ever  per- 
ceiving tiu?  slightest  unpleasant  results.  The  Socictie  de  Chirurgie, 
litfough  their  importer,  M.  Brocas,  have  pronounced  absolutely  iu 
£iTor  of  the  views  of  Messrs.  Ricord  and  Cullerier. — B.  and  F. 
Mtd^-Chirurg.  Review,  Oct.  1855,  from  Bull.  Oen.  de  Therap., 
July,  1855. 

On  the  Rtfd  Origin  of  Varicose  Veins  of  the  Lower  Extremities. — 
M.  VmsnriL  lately  read  a  paper  before  tl^  Academy  of  Medicine  of 
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FtLxw,  on  the  above  sabject,  in  which  he  endeavoied  to  make  out 
the  following  points : — 

1.  Whenever  varicose  veins  which  have  sprang  up  spontaneously 
are  observed  on  the  lower  extremity,  there  are  deep  veins  similarly 
affected  in  the  corresponding  part  of  the  same  limb. 

2.  The  converse,  however,  does  not  hold,  for  the  inter-  or  intra- 
muscular veins  may  be  found  dilated,  without  any  change  having 
taken  place  in  the  superficial  vessels.  But  when  the  deep  veins 
alone  are  found  in  an  exposed  state,  it  is  almost  certain  that  sooner 
or  later  the  superficial  ones  will  in  their  turn  swell,  become  tortuous, 
and  very  apparent  under  the  skin. 

8.  The  varicose  state  of  the  veins  of  the  lower  extremity,  as  it  is 
usually  seen,  does  not  primarily  arise  from  the  subcutaneous  vessels 
(the  internal  saphcna  not  excepted),  but  generally  from  the  dilata- 
tion of  the  deep  veins,  and  most  often  from  the  muscular  veins  of 
the  calf  of  the  leg  !  The  deep  veins  are  first  affected  with  valvular 
inefficiency  and  dilatation,  and  these  two  lesions  then  spiead  to  the 
super-aponeurotic  branches  of  the  second  and  third  order. 

4.  This  succession  of  phenomena  is  not  only  made  manifest  by 
simple  dissection,  but  also  by  a  careful  study  of  the  special  arrange- 
ment of  the  venous  system  of  the  lower  extremity. 

5.  These  facts,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  new  discovery, 
throw  much  light  on  the  whole  subject  of  varicose  veins  of  the 
lower  extremities.  The  etiology  and  symptoms  of  the  affection  are 
thus  elucidated,  and  this  circumstance  allows  of  a  more  rational 
choice  of  therapeutical  means. 

6.  The  mechanism  of  relapses  will  henceforth  be  more  easily 
understood ;  for  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  obstinate  return 
of  the  complaint,  which  expeiicnce  shows  to  be  so  frequent,  has 
been  explained  more  by  a  train  of  reasoning  than  by  direct  demon- 
stration. 

Shakespeare  on  Svprnus. — The  following  allusion  to  the  con- 
stitutional symptoms  of  venereal  disease  occurs  iuTimon  of  Athens, 
Act  iv.  Scene  3. 

Timon  addressing  the  whores  bids  them 

"  Consamption  sow 
In  hollow  bones  of  man ;  strike  their  sharp  shins, 
And  mar  men's  sparring.     Crack  the  lawyers  Toice 
That  h«  may  never  more  false  title  plead, 
Nor  sound  his  quillets  shrilly ;  hoar  the  flamen 
That  scolds  against  the  quality  of  flesh 
And  not  believes  himself;  down  with  the  nose 
Down  with  it  flat;  take  the  bridge  quite  away, 
;  make  curl'd  pate  ruffians  bald." 

We  have  here  mentioned,  Ist,  the  syphilitic  cachexia ;  2d,  nodes  on 
the  tibia ;  3d,  sore  throat  and  laryngitis ;  4th,  scaley  eruptions  ; 
5th,  loss  of  nasal  bones,  and  consequent  falling  in ;   6th,  loss  of 
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kixr.  Hie  enumeration  is  a  most  remarkable  evidence  of  Shakes- 
peaie's  oniversal  knowledge,  and  I  doubt  extremely  whether  so  full 
a  one  ooold  be  found  in  the  works  of  any  medical  writer  of  the  same 
time. —  Virg,  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

Melange*.  On  the  Nature  of  the  Syphilitic  Virus. — ^M.  Castano, 
pkykician-major  in  the  army  of  the  East,  regards  syphilis  as  re- 
sulting from  the  introduction  into  the  economy  of  a  vegetable  fungi- 
form parasite^  the  germ  of  which  is  developed  iu  the  tissues.  The 
cure  of  the  venereal  disease  consists  in  destroying  tliis  new  body,  and 
in  the  elimination  of  the  spores  and  sporcules  which  it  reproduces. 
Caitftics,  and  especially  the  metallic  anti-syphilitics,  act  by  de- 
stroying this  v^tablc  parasite,  and  rendering  its  spores  incapable 
of  germinatTon.  Hygienic  means,  as  batlis,  and  2)leutiful  lotions, 
■lay  fometimes,  but  rarely,  suffice  to  eliminate  these  germs  of  the 
malady,  by  eliminating  oiganic  matters  in  which  they  have  their 
{Rev.  de  Ther.  April  1,  1855.) 


Bealth  of  the  Army  of  the  East. — Piom  the  correspondence  of  the 
^07.  Htbdom  de  Med.,  of  the  28d  of  March,  it  appears  that  on  the 
5lh  of  the  »ime  month,  in  the  French  array  of  the  Crimea,  scurvy 
was  prevalent,  owing  to  the  moral  and  physical  sufferings  to  which 
the  poor  wWierB  were  exposed — nostalgia  or  home-sickness,  being 
die  most  prominent  predisposing  cause  of  the  disease. 

The  pathetic  lines  of  the  old  poetical  banker,  Rogers,  in  which  ho 
4escnhes  the  home-sickness  of  the  Swiss  soldiers,  apply  equally  to 
the  gallant  French  on  the  desolate  shores  of  the  Crimea  : 

The  intrepid  Swiss,  who  guards  a  foreign  shore, 
rondemned  to  climb  his  moantain  cliffB  no  more, 
If  chance  he  hearg  the  song  so  sweetly  wild, 
Which  on  those  cliffs  his  infant  hours  beguiled, 
Melts  at  the  long-lost  scenes  that  round  him  rise. 
And  sinks  a  martyr  to  rcpenunt  sighs. 

Well  did  Byron  say  of  Napoleon  I.,  in  1814,  that  "  the  world 
wa.«  \i  orth  neither  the  trouble  taken  in  its  conquest,  nor  the  regret 
Wt  at  its  loss."  ITie  star  of  Napoleon  which  culminated  over 
M'i«  where  three  millions  bit  the  dust,  suddenly  fell  upon  a  desolate 
rock  in  distant  ocean  ! 

Tb«^  great  mass  of  the  soldiers  engaged  in  war,  gain  little  more 
tiian  Byron  has  enumerated  in  two  lines,  namely  : 

Guns,  bayonets,  swords,  pikes,  lashes,  wounds,  deTOtion, 
A,  constant  chance  of  death — but  no  promotion. 

^yvft  more  bUggcstive  word  will  complete  this  enumeration — ^the 
word  Ho»nTaL  I 

Atheromatous  Tumors  of  the  Scalp — Evulsion. — Mr.  Ericsen 
ae^ij  Bi»ie  some  very  useful  clinical  remarks  at  University  Col- 
Wet  Uo«pital,  previous  to  an  operation  of  removing  a  series  of 
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aebaoeons  growths  from  under  the  skin  of  the  heed,  in  a  young 
woman  who  had  been  some  weeks  nnder  treatment.  The  snigioal 
class  were  particularly  strook  with  the  microscopic  characters  of 
these  tumors  and  their  contents,  appearances  so  neiirly  allied  to 
thoBe  of  die  disease  termed  **  molloscum/'  or  enlarged  sebaceous 
follicles  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Mr.  Erichsen  confined  his  remarks  to  those  fonnd  on  the  head, 
or  in  the  hairy  scalp,  varjring  often,  as  in  the  present  case,  from  the 
sice  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  walnut,  and  essentially  consisting  of  a 
diseased  subaceons  follicle,  lined  inside  by  tesselated  epithelimn, 
and  containing  ordinary  atheromatou  matter,  so  like  scraped  Par- 
mesan cheese,  or  "pap"  of  bread,  as  the  term  atheroma  itself 
signifies.  Large  quantities  of  cholesterine  were  also  observable^ 
as  well  as  a  darkish-colored  fiuid  in  the  oldest  ones — a  sign, 
Mr.  Erichsen  remarked,  of  disintegration  not  unfrequently  followed 
by  ulceration.  T^is  sort  of  fungus  ulcer  on  the  head  may  be  readUy 
mistaken,  when  seen  for  the  first  time,  for  a  malignant  growth,  if 
care  bo  not  taken  to  inquire  into  the  history  of  the  case,  or  other 
"  wens"  not  looked  for.  The  mode  of  removal  of  these  tumors 
before  ulcerating  is  very  simple.  A  single  incision  is  made  across 
the  wen  or  cyst,  and  then,  with  a  strong  dn^  of  a  forceps,  a  sort 
of  evulsion  is  practiced,  the  entire  growth  coming  out  like  an 
almond  from  its  husk  or  shell.  They  are  found,  also,  nnder  the 
eyelid,  and  are  made  worse  by  any  practice  but  one— namely, 
passing  a  small  probe  through  them  on  the  conjunctival  surfaoe, 
and  stirring  m^  the  contents  with  the  probe  dipped  in  nitric  acid. 
As  a  matter  of  minor  surgery,  a  sort  of  study  of  *'  common  things," 
too  often  neglected  in  practice,  Mr.  E.  showed  how  the  tumors 
were  i\miove<T,  by  practising  evulsion  on  five  or  six  in  as  many 
minutes. — -tV.  0.  Med.  Kew9  and  Hasp,  Gazette.      ^ 

Treatment  of  Erysipdae, — ^M.  Velpeau  gives  us  the  result  of  his 
treatment  of  1000  cases  of  erysipelas.  He  seems  to  place  the 
greatest  faith  in  iron.  Calling  to  mind  the  modifications  which 
the  preparations  of  iron  produce  in  the  blood,  it  seems  to  him  that 
a  disease  so  superficially  placed,  and  one  in  which  the  inflamed 
tissues  are  so  inibibeil  with  altered  fluids,  was  well  calculated  to  be 
influenced  by  ferruginous  preparations.  He  employed  the  proto- 
sulphate  of  iron  in  the  proportion  of  80  grammes  to  the  litre  of 
water,  ^Sviiss.  ad  Jxxxv.,)  or  8  parts  to  30  of  lanl.  In  forty  cases 
in  which  this  was  tried,  the  erysipelas  yieldetl  in  from  twenty-four 
to  forty-eight  hours.  It  is,  however,  remarkable,  that  when  thus 
extinguished  at  its  point  oif  departure,  it  will  still  spread  beyond 
this,  along  parts  already  imbibed  with  the  iron.  Whether  the  in- 
flammation, in  order  to  undergo  modification,  requires  to  become 
fully  developeil,  and  whether  the  remedy  is  merely  curative  without 
being  preventive,  further  researches  must  show.    More  easily  em- 
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plojad  to  flome  psrts,  tlie  ointment  wonid  be  preferable ;  but  it  is 
Aomewhai  lets  effioacions  than  the  lotion.  When  used,  it  should 
be  appUed  three  times  a  day  to  the  erysipelatous  patch,  and  some 
nj  cieyond  its  margin.  'Hie  lotion  should  be  applied  by  means 
of  compresses,  which  are  to  be  kept  on  wiUi  bandages,  and  wetted 
every  few  honrs,  so  as  to  keep  the  skin  always  moistened.  Thus 
far,  the  remedy  has  never  failiHl  in  cutting  short  the  erysijielas  ;  but 
it  has  a  disadvantage  in  iron-moulding  the  linen. — Bull,  de  Therap, 
mmd  Vhrffitda  Med,  vnd  Surg,  Journal, 

Smecettful  Cases  of  Lithotomy  in  Twin  Children, — A  few  weeks 
ago  a  woman  brought  a  male  infant  to  the  I)udley  Dispensary,  la- 
boring under  symptoms  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  which  subsequent 
•ofm^iing  proved  to  be  correct.  She  stated  that  it  was  a  twin,  and 
that  the  fellow  snfiercd  in  every  respect  the  same  as  the  one  she  had 
hronght  with  her.  They  were  two  years  and  a  half  old — healthy, 
stoat -looking  children.  The  mother's  account  was,  that  thoy  got 
on  remarkably  well  till  teething  commenced,  at  the  age  of  twdvo 
mobdbs,  when  the  bowels  became  irritiolc,  and  severe  dinnhca  set 
in.  As  she  did  not  take  them  to  a  medical  man,  she  was  rocom- 
mLiidod  by  her  neighbors  to  adminisier  some  port  wine,  which  she 
did  in  considerable  quantities  to  both  equally  for  the  space  of  three 
months  and  upwards.  At  the  cud  of  this  time  she  did  not  notice 
any  amendment  of  the  diarrhea,  but  she  fM^rceivcd  that  the  urine  of 
each  bad  become  high-colorcil,  snd  deposited  copiously  a  yellowish 
icdimonL  She,  however,  persevered  for  some  time  longer  with  the 
p^'rt  wine.  About  twelve  and  eight  months  ago  the  symptoms  of 
calcclot;  became  evident.  Tlie  ordinary  operation  of  lithotomy  was 
perf*>rmed  on  the  first  case  on  the  14th  of  last  July,  and  on  the 
«*n.r.nd  on  tlie  20lh  of  August.  No  untoward  symptoms  occurred, 
eitli«er  daring  the  operation  or  afterwards,  and  the  woriuls  were  well 
in  about  ten  days.  The  stones  were  about  the  size  of  an  almond, 
only  a  little  more  rounded ;  they  tonsi.'^tetl  of  almost  pure  lithio 
acid,  and  were  much  roughened  on  the  surface. — Lou  Jon  Lancet. 

On  the  Prevention  of  Gangrene  front  Cold. — As  your  jonmal  is 
cimJaieil  among  the  medical  officers  in  the  C'rimea,  pcrlmps  you 
will  allow  me  a  short  space  for  a  sugj^stion  whicli  I  made  at  the 
Mc«iical  S^jciety  of  London  on  Satunlay  evening,  when  Dr.  J.  Binl 
pe»l  a  pai4.'r  on  Traumatic  Gangrene,  and  on  Gangrene  from  Cold. 
Many  uf  our  soMiers,  as  well  ns  those  of  our  allies,  suft'cr»Hl  much 
laikc  irinter  from  the  ofTects  of  cold,  especially  in  the  feet.  1  lielieve, 
Sir.  that  most  of  these  accidents  would  have  Ixx'n  avoided,  if  the 
following  plan  had  been  adopted ;  and  as  tlie  present  winter  may  be 
m^'fa  •«vere  than  the  last,  I  am  induced  to  give  it  publicity  in  your 
joomal: — 

Ltt  the  feet  be  well  rubbed  with  fat,  or  with  oil,  if  this  cannot  be 
pr-XTjred,  and  then  covered  with  wash-leather  bOcks,  and  over  thesy 
the  ordinary  worsted  stockings. 


122  MiteelUmg. 

Birds  that  are  much  exposed  to  cold  have  all,  at  tlus  fleason  of 
the  year,  a  layer  of  fat  under  the  skin ;  and  it  was  the  frequent  oh- 
bervnnce  of  this  that  drew  my  attention  to  the  matter.  I  did  not 
know  that  tlw  plan  had  ever  been  tried ;  bnt  Dr.  Bird,  in  his  reply, 
mentioned  ^  French  surgeon  who  stated  that  "those  who  mhbed 
their  noses  and  ears  with  goose-fat  were  not  frost-bitten ;"  and  an- 
other member  of  the  society  informed  me  that  "the  Russian  peM- 
ants  often  rubbed  their  feet  with  tallow  and  oil  to  prevent  the  effects 
of  cold." 

Another  most  important  adjunct  would  be  a  warm  covering  for  the 
chest,  and  I  know  of  nothing  better  than  the  skin  of  a  water-bird — 
the  geese,  ducks,  and  divers  especially.  These  birds  have  been  seen 
in  great  abundance  in  the  Crimea,  and  probably  shot ;  their  skins 
can  be  readily  taken  off  by  making  an  incision  along  the  back,  and 
removing  the  wings  and  legs ;  the  skin  with  the  inner  side  towards 
the  chest  can  easily  be  kept  in  its  place  by  means  of  a  piece  of  broad 
tape  round  the  neck,  bome  of  your  readers  will  laugh  at  this,  and 
others  will  say,  like  Mrs.  Glass,  iirst  catch  your  goose ;  but  I  be- 
lieve that  the  tame  ducks  and  geese  procured  in  large  quantities  at 
the  fanu-houses  in  the  various  sporting  expeditions  in  the  Crimea, 
if  so  used,  would  have  been  nearly  as  valuable  for  the  table,  and 
their  skins  of  far  greater  benefit  as  articles  of  clothing. — Lan.  Lan, 

Authentic  Case  of  Superfoitation, — Dr.  Oilman,  in  the  absence 
of  a  pathological  specimen,  desired  to  relate  a  rare  fact,  viz : — 
A  well  authenticated  case  of  superfoetation,  occurring  in  a  woman 
who  was  married  on  the  9th  October  last.  In  nine  months  and  one 
day,  ou  the  10th  of  July,  she  gave  birth  to  a  male  child,  of  lai^ 
size ;  and  last  week  gave  birth  to  a  female  cliild,  fully  developed — 
the  interval  being  sevcntv-two  or  seventy-three  days.  She  was  un- 
able to  nuiso  the  first  child  fully,  until  die  birth  of  the  second,  the 
supply  of  milk  being  deficient.  He  had  not  seen  the  patient  himself, 
but  intended  to  do  so,  and  ascertain  if  she  had  a  double  uterus. 

An  Assistant  Surgeon  at  the  Redan, — At  parade,  Oeneral  Cod- 
rington  gave  a  short  address  informing  us  that  we  were  to  act  as 
supports  to  the  stonning  party  (an  important  duty  which  would,  he 
doubtotl  not,  be  well  performed),  that  we  were  to  occupy  the  fourth 
parallel,  moving  grmlually  into  the  fifth,  then  enter  the  Hedan,  and 
insure  the  possession  of  it  to  the  stormers.  So  off  we  marched 
down  the  middle  ravine.  It  was  sharp  work,  for  at  twenty  minutes 
past  twelve  our  signal  was  up — a  white  flag — on  the  Mamelon. 
Colonel  Cuddy  saw  it  first,  and  rashed  oft'  to  the  head  of  his  men; 
so  we  all  shook  hands  and  moved  down  the  trench  as  fast  as  we 
could,  for  our  attacking  party  had  passed  out  of  the  sap,  and  we 
saw  them  rushin<^  on  the  Rednn.  I  kept  up  with  my  regiment  as  well 
as  I  cguld,  for  the  wounded  falling  around  me  kept  me  back.     I 
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K>co'l  them  up,  and  then  mado  a  inn  after  tho  r^ment  till  arrested 
I7  other>,  aiui  80  on,  untill  I  got  to  the  cud  of  tho  sap  which  led  to 
the  opeiiing ;  to  go  further  was  useless,  alrcatly  tliere  was  such  a 
crowd  of  wounded  around ;  so  I  took  up  my  position  there ;  grape 
sci  «^hot  came  hounding  among  us ;  two  riflemou  fell  dead  alinoHt 
on  top  of  me ;  I  had  plenty  to  do,  and  the  time  passed  without  my 
knowiui;  how  it  flew — ^1  was  so  husy.  1  was  struck  twice,  onco  on 
tLe  hacli  Ly,  I  think,  a  gnipe«<hot,  but  I  had  no  time  to  look ;  and 
••ac«  on  the  foot  hy  a  rifle-ball — both  "pmartcrs" — but  that  was 
alL  I  waa  too  hu^y  to  observe  anything  tliat  was  going  on  ;  so, 
fxxpt  the  first  rush,  I  saw  nothing,  I  may  say,  of  the  attack. 
Wtiiie  I  was  hard  at  work,  tho  soldiers  around  ci-ied  out,  "  Doctor, 
yen  miut  get  out  of  the  way — they  are  retreating  !"  So  I  kwkrti 
rp  a*!  saw  our  men  rushing  helter-skelter  into  and  over  the  0]>ening 
to  the  tronches  in  the  rear  of  us.  I  did  not  know  exactly  what  to 
«i:s  sj\  drew  my  swonl,  and  went  on  with  my  dref»>ing  till  I  had 
£ni.»he<i  all  about  me,  and  tlien  thought  of  moving  off.  1  could  not 
\*AT^  j-ior  Richanls  (a  woimdod  captain),  as  we  all  expected  the 
Ea-^«iaxi>  to  lie  among  us  every  minute  ;  so  there  was  notliing  for  it 
bt:  ti^  pTit  him  on  my  back  and  caiTy  him,  wiiich  I  did  until  I  got 
1  ^:r«*l»■he^,  and  rai.^ed  some  men  of  the  rcser\'e  to  cnny  him  home. 
Th*a  I  W'.»nl  down  to  the  tnMuhivs  again,  dwssing  any  wounded  I 
iyzH'l  in  the  way. — Dublin  Med,  Press. 

Fifrmufa  for  the  Trtatment  of  Govcrrhcea. — We  copy  fi-om  tho 
Unif'H  JMicaie  of  Aug.  2>ith,  the  following  formula  of  an  electnary 
t-^l  :vyt-ii  for  many  years  by  M.  Il^'yran,  in  tho  treatment  of  gonorr- 
h-i-a:  Take  of  copaiva  J  i'*^-.'  cah'ined  magnesia,  3  i.;  alum  (levi- 
riv-i;.  gr.  xv.;  catechu  (levigatcl),  3  iss.;  cuWbs,  3  ix.;  opium, 
ZT.  XV.;  oftsencc  peppermmt,  do.  cauclla,  aa.  gtt.  .\i.  M.  ^lako  an 
tjcriuiry. 

M.  IVjyran  aflministcrs  this  olectuaiy  in  sub-acute  ;:;onorr1i(r.a,  at 
izrj  '  iT.inienoimont  of  the  discharge,  and  l>efore  the  inlUmnialion 
Lfc-  i\t..'^ieil  throughout  the  uretlna.  (Jleot,  when  unarc<>njj»ani(;d 
ty  -fricture.  may  also  be  trcatdl  by  this  preparation.  The  do>o  is 
%  V*- J-  ■^•nfnl  in  the  morning,  another  an  hour  before  dinner,  and  a 
•Air!  at  li'^l-time.  It  is  best  taken  by  wrapjiing  it  in  a  moist"ni»d 
wrr.  When  tho  ilischargc  is  arrest^il,  tho  doso  is  to  be  gia^hially 
iaiiui-h^^l  until  tho  meiliL-ine  is  8toppe<l.  Thi»  moile  of  adniinis- 
krir*j  1  nJky  or  nansooun  powilers,  elcctnaries,  «fec.,  in  wafers  mado 
'■f  iia:fwiv..':ij  I  hrea  I  pain  azimr  or  ehanfe),  whi«'h  i<  commonly  em- 
yJ.T^i  i.y  tho  French,  deserves  to  W  mom  known  a  mom?  us.  T!io 
Li*-1:  -:j"  lining  wrapjKHi  in  the  moistenL*«l  wafer,  can  Ikj  easily  hwuI- 
low.-i!.  like  an  oyster,  without  the  patient  pi rceiving  the  taste.  Wo 
L*-.-  fi^uxtd  this  melh<Nl  very  convenient  where  large  doses  of  culx'bs 
4P:  :  I  ■(--•  '.liken,  'llie  wafers  may  1-Ki  luid  of  some  of  our  principal 
i^^Aiif^Aiiiis. — BoHon  Mtd.  and  Surg.  Jour, 
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Bpilepiy. — Trotusean  considers  that  he  has  pennanenily  cored 
twenty  epileptics  in  one  hundred  and  fifty  oases,  treated  with  beUa- 
donna.  His  mode  of  giving  the  remedy,  as  desrdbed  in  his  clinical 
lectures  at  the  Hotel  Dien,  is  to  make  the  pills  of  the  extract  and 
the  powdered  root  of  belladonna,  aa.  l-7th  grain.  A  pill  to  be 
taken  every  night  for  the  first  month ;  two  piUs  daring  the  second 
month ;  three  on  the  third  month,  and  foar  during  the  fourth  month. 
If  at  the  end  of  twelve  months  the  reg^ister  shows  a  diminution  of 
the  seizure,  the  remedy  may  be  persisted  in,  with  great  hopes  of  a 
perfect  recovery  in  from  two  to  four  years.  The  dose  should  not  he 
increaf;ed,  after  the  physiological  action  of  the  remedy  is  manifest* 
ed. — Bankings  Abutract,  condensed  Jrom  the  Med.  Tunes. 

Iodine  in  Fibrous  Tumors  of  the  Uterus — ^We  observe  that  Dr. 
West  almost  invariably  orders  for  those  of  his  patients  at  St.  Bartho* 
lomcw's,  who  are  the  bubjects  of  fibrous  tumors  of  the  uterus,  a  long 
course  of  one  or  other  of  the  preparations  of  iodine.  Hie  follow- 
ing is  the  proscription  which  was  ordered  for  a  middle-aged  woman 
who  applied  with  that  disease  on  Saturday :  Potassi  iodidi,  gr.  j. ; 
synipi  ferri  iodidi,  m.  xx.;  aqoas  carui,  S  ss-    ^^^  ^  sumend. 

Dr.  West  rmarked  at  the  time,  that  were  the  patient  one  in  the 
highest' ranks  of  life,  she  would  be  just  the  one  likely  to  be  benefited 
by  being  sent  to  drink  the  Kreuznach  waters  (which  contain  iodides 
and  also  bromides).  In  common  with  Dr.  Bigby,  and  other  phy- 
sicians, Dr.  West  entertains  a  high  opinion  of  the  value  of  the 
iodides  in  procuring  the  diminution  of  these  tumors: — Lond.  Med- 
limes  and  Gazette,    Bost,  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


|l£&iti»s  anh  |t0iites. 

The  Practitioner* s  Pharmacopia  and  Universal  Formulary ^  contain^ 
ing  two  thousat^d  classified  prescriptions,  selected  from  the  practice 
of  the  Eminent  British  and  Foreign  Medical  authorities,  with  am 
abstract  of  the  th'»'ee  British  Phurmacopias,  and  much  other  useful 
information  for  t/ie  Practitioner  and  Student — By  John  Footb, 
M.  li.  C.  S.,  London,  formerly  Surgeon  to  the  Cholera  Hospital^ 
St.  Heliers,  Jersey;  with  Corrections  and  Additions  by  an 
Amorician  Physican.  New  York :  Samuel  S.  and  Wm.  Wood» 
261  Peari  street,  1855. 

Tlie  commencement  of  this  work  comprises  a  brief  sketch  of 
symptoms  and  treatment  of  certain  accidents  to  which  the  human 
frame  is  liable,  and  also  the  management  of  cases  in  which  poison 
has  been  accidentally  or  purposely  administered.    An  Abstract  of 
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lift  Time  Britiih  FhAnnacopoBias,  and  an  Abstract  of  Magendics 
Formolary  follows ;  next,  a  notice  of  Artificial  Mineral  Waters, 
bom  the  Codox  Gal1icQS»  and  the  work  concludes  with  an  cxplana- 
lioB  of  the  medical  abbreviations  nsed  in  prescriptions.  Most  of 
the  praeeriptions  are  anthenticated  by  the  author's  name  being  at- 
tached. Thej  are  arranged  and  classed  according  to  their  phjsio- 
kgical  and  pathological  action,  consequently  they  are  very  ready  of 
aeocsa,  and  the  work  more  useful  to  the  medical  practitioner. 

Acddenta  here  referred  to  are  those  of  most  common  occurrence, 
via :  Asphjua  from  drowning,  strangulation,  breathing  of  noxious 
gaaei,  lightning,  cold  or  beat,  and  of  still-bom  infants. 

Wounds,  viz  :  Cot,  punctured,  torn  or  lacerated,  contusions  and 
hreines. 

Abrasion,  or  rallied  skin,  bums  and  scalds,  sprains,  fractures, 
dislocations,  foreign  substances  on  the  eye,  in  the  car,  ccsophagus 
ad  trachea. 

Syncope,  coup  de  toleil,  drunkenness,  convulsive  and  hysteric 
paroxysms,  apoplexy,  epih^psy. 

Poisons  are  obtained  from  the  animal,  vegetable  and  mineral 
kii^oms.  and  may  be  divided  into  narcotic,  acrid,  corrosive  or 
odurotic,  and  astringent  According  to  this  classification  poisons 
aie  tnated  of  in  this  work.  Also  poisonous  fi.sh,  venomouH  insects, 
cntharidcfi,  hydrophobia,  and  mushrooms. 

Tbe  ah>tracts  of  the  three  British  Pharmacopcoias  are  arranged 
ilrhicctically,  and  liencc  is  very  convenient  for  reference.  The 
■sn*  i^  true  in  regard  to  the  abstracts  of  Magendie's  Formulary. 

NjL:aral  Mineral  Waters  constitute  an  important  part  in  our 
Sb*eria  Medica.  Tlie  difliculty  of  obtaining  them  in  many  jiarts 
C-:  :h^  country  is  obvious,  and  the  changes  to  which  they  are  sulject 
JB  the  d-pots  where  they  are  preserved,  have  given  rise  to  tlic  idoa 
ftf  miking  artificial  mineral  waters  ;  but  to  accurately  imitate  the 
witrr*  of  all  the  springs  is  not  proposed. 

Miaeral  waters  arc  called  saline,  when  they  hold  a  strong  proper- 
tkrn  of  halta  in  soiotion ;  accidulated,  when  they  are  chargeil  with 
earbonic  acid  gai ;  fSermginooa  or  iodurotted,  when  iron  or  iodine  is 
rontained  in  them  in  sufficient  quantity  to  give  them  a  marked 
character ;  snlphnrouH,  when  they  are  mineraliKcd  by  snlphnrctted 
kydrogen  or  an  alkaliro*  sulphnret.  According  to  these  facts,  cer- 
tain foraiiil«  are  here  given. 
For  tale  by  Moobb,  WcLaTACH,  Kits  &  Co. 
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The  Book  of  Preteripthna,  eoniainUiff  ft,9W  priterg>tum9,  eoiUeUd 
from  the  Praetiee  qfthe  most  Eminent  Pkyekiane  and  Surgeomi^ 
English  and  Foreign^  comprising  alio  a  compendioue  history  qf 
the  Materia  Medica  of  all  countries,  alphaheticaUy  arranged  ;  and 
list  qf  the  doses  of  all  oMcinal  or  established  preparation — ^By 
Hbnrt  Bbablet,  Philadoiphia.    Lindsay  k  Blakiston,  1855. 

Physicians  do  not  generally  require  instruction  in  making  up 
prescriptions  of  tlio  old  medicines  that  have  been  in  use  "time  out 
of  mind ;"  but  a  great  variety  of  new  remedies  have  been  introduced 
of  late  years  to  the  notice  of  the  profession^  and  no  doubt  many  of 
our  readers  have  yet  to  prescribe  some  of  them  for  the  first  time. 
To  such,  this  work  will  be  found  invaluable,  as  it  points  out  the 
mode  of  administration  adopted  by  the  best  authorities,  both  in  Eu- 
rope and  this  country.     For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby. 


7he  Schools  of  Cincinnati  and  its  Vicinity — By  John  P.   Footk. 
Cincinnati :  C.  F.  Bradley  tSc  Co.'s  Power  Press,  1855. 

"  What  conttUtttes  «  State.**— [Sir  WilUun  Jones. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  gentleman  better  qualified  to  furnish  a  his- 
tory of  the  Schools  of  Cincinnati,  than  John  P.  Foote.  Himself  an 
accomplished  scholar,  a  lover  of  science,  and  an  ardent  promoter  of 
the  public  good,  we  find  his  name  associated  with  those  of  the 
'•learned,"  who  have  combined  in  the  good  work  of  laying  the 
foundations  of  the  noble  institutions  that  adorn  our  city.  Such  ia 
the  source  of  thi3  instniotive  and  interesting  volume.  It  is  written 
in  a  felicitous  style,  with  a  good  degree  of  the  spirit  of  the  historian 
infused  into  the  pages.     For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby. 


^bitorial. 


JSr-  In  this  number  will  bo  found  a  very  interesting  case  of 
visico-vaginal-fistula,  performed  and  reported  by  Dr.  Iliomafl,  of 
Pittsburgh. 

The  case  becomes  more  interesting  from  the  fact,  that  the  opera- 
tor (as  we  are  informed,  not  by  the  Doctor  himself,  but  by  one  of 
his  professional  acquaintances,)  while  engaged  in  a  country  practice, 
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coaeerrcd  Om  ides,  snd  operated  without  anj  knowledge  of  the  ope- 
ntioii  Dr.  Bime.  Dr.  Thomas  can  therefore,  justly  claim  for  his 
operation,  originality  if  not  priority. 

Since  the  article  was  in  type,  we  have  learned  that  the  Lady  gavo 
birth  to  m  liring  child,  about  nine  months  since,  without  any  return 
of  die  fistnlA»  and  that  she  is  at  this  time  perfectly  well. 


There  appears  in  the  "  Dental  Begistcr  of  the  West"  an  article  on 
Uie  nse  of  cold  as  an  anaesthetic,  in  the  extraction  of  tcctli. 

Dr.  Qninton,  of  London,  has  overcome  the  difficulty  of  applying 
this  Mss^nt  to  the  teeth,  by  the  invention  of  an  apparatus  that  enables 
the  operator  to  pass  a  stream  of  cold  fluid,  through  very  thin  gum 
clastic  tnboR,  around  the  gum  of  an  offending  tooth,  until  all  sensi- 
lilirT  i*  destroyed,  when  the  extraction  becomes  entirely  i)ainlesf?. 
If  farther  trial  shonld  confirm  the  sanguine  expectations  of  Dr. 
Qdnton,  this  will  be  a  discovery  of  no  less  ira]>ortance  to  the 
Dnial  profession  than  that  of  chloroform  ;  indceti,  so  many  fatal 
arriitf^M  have  occurred  from  the  use  of  chloroform,  that  many  ai-e 
«tATe«l  from  inhaling  it  from  the  liands  of  the  dentist,  but  they 
Bay  tnbmit  withont  fear  to  tlic  harmless  application  of  cold,  and 
bnre  this  may  be  a  more  valuable  discovery,  to  the  Dcntiht,  than 
cUoroform.  

CIN'CUrXATI  MEDICAL  onSEn^-ER. 

TLi«  ia  a  new  meilical  journal,  otlitetl  by  Geo.  Mendenhall,  M.  D., 
J?iin  A.  Mur|>hy,  M.  D.,  and  Edwanl  B.  Fte\-ens,  M.  D.,  and  pub- 
aMMil  by  Eilwanl  B.  Stevens,  M.  D.  It  appears  in  a  neat  form, 
Mi  i<  to  be  issued  monthly,  with  forty-eight  pages  in  each  number. 
h've  may  judge  from  the  first  issue,  and  the  promises  made  by  the 
«.V'r»  and  publisher,    it  is  dentinod  to  have  a  successful  future. 

Wc  cor lially  extend  to  the  " Cincinnati  l^Iudical  Observer"  the 
i  of  fellowship.  


We  woald  nay  to  onr  correspondent,  in  relation  to  the  Brompton 
H»*ffital,  that  we  have  no  donbt  the  promises  made  by  the  itine- 
nat  pe«lUni  mie  dieer  hnmbnggery.  Elegant  inbalere  can  lie  pur- 
rhased  in  this  city,  at  one  dollar  and  a  half  a  piece,  that  eflfoct  as 
■aeb  in  tlie  treatment  of  consumption  as  those  for  which  twenty 
Mlart  arepud. 

T^  Phyaidaiis  of  the  Brompton  Hospital  have  no  remedies  for 
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consumption  tbat  aie  not  known  to  tlie  profefsioa  at  large,  and 
their  snccess  is  no  greater  than  that  met  with  In  priyate  practioe. 
ConsvmpHvet  aU  die  there  ae  elsewhere. 


COBBEOITO!!'. 

In  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Woodward,  in  the  January  nnmher  of  the 
Lancet,  page  81,  twelfth  h'ne  from  the  bottom,  for  "  volatile  tine,  of 
quinine,"  read  "volatile  tine,  of  guiacum." 


OVARIATOXT. 

Dr.  Dunlap,  of  Ripley,  Ohio,  assisted  by  Dr.  Bradford  and 
Others,  removed  an  ovarian  tumor  from  Mrs.  Jane  Ramsey,  that 
weighed  sixty  pounds. 

The  operation  was  performed  on  the  15th  of  November,  1855, 
and  on  the  17  th  day,  the  patient  was  doing  wdl*  and  promiaed  a 
speedy  recovery. 


DEATH  OP  DR.  T.   ROMETN  BECK. 

The  distingnished  author  of  "Becks*  Medical  Jmifiprodenoe," 
died  in  Albany,  on  the  20th  of  November. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Be* 
gents  of  the  University  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  held  a  pro- 
fessorship in  the  Albany  Medical  Ooll(^. 


tW  Dr.  John  Fredrick  Peebles,  died  in  Petersburgh,  Va.,  <m 
the  6th  of  December,  1855.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was 
Editor  of  the  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  one  of  the 
best  journals  in  our  country.  His  writings,  bore  the  mark  of  s 
genius  which  is  sddom  excelled. 


J3f*  The  January  number,  of  the  Virginia  Medical  Journal  hai 
been  received.  It  is  edited  by  Drs.  McCaw  db  Ottis,  and  pnblisbei 
by  Ritchie  it  Dunnavant,  of  Richmond,  Va.  This  journal  is  a 
binary  compound,  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Stethoscope  and 
the  Virginia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  The  result  is  a  fint 
class  journal,  fully  sustaining  the  deservedly  high  reputation  of  ilia 
elements  of  which  it  is  composed. 
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A  Paper  read  before  the  Rendricks  County  Medical  Society. 

By  Levi  Rittek,  M.  D. 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  with  the  deepest  feelings  of  mj  own 
iaabUitv  to  handle,  as  well  as  a  just  appreciation  of  the  mag- 
litnde  and  importance  of  the  subject,  that  I  approach  the  so- 
■ach-SToided,  yet  familiar  disease  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
Knowing,  as  I  do,  that  in  a  dissertation  of  the  present  char- 
acter, an  attempt  to  describe  its  true  pathology  and  philo- 
wphicsl  treatment,  must,  of  necessity,  bo  brief  and  imperfect. 
Il  w  a  fact  that  we  daily  walk  amid  scenes  of  the  most  grand, 
nblime.  and  mysterious  nature,  without  our  souls  being 
BOTed  by  their  influences,  or  our  minds  awakened  to  their 
BTeritigation.  We  find  in  this  the  reason: — we  have  been 
»e«.«tonied  to  them  from  childhood,  and  that  which  is  always 
Men  19  peldom  or  nerer  studied. 

It  19  ffo  with  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  for  iV,  as  our  Savior 
mU  of  the  poor,  "  you  have  always  with  you."  It  has  en- 
%re«l.  nnii  still  enters,  the  abode  of  the  physician,  steals  away 
tB  darling  child,  his  loved  brother  or  sister;  his  father, 
Bother,  companion,  and  even  himself,  has  fallen  a  victim  to 
IB  imidioas  and  flattering  visitations. 

Notwithittanding  all  this,  the  man  of  science  is  too  apt  to 
tm  away  from  it,  as  from  the  pale  messenger  of  death.  Too 
frequently  all  his  bulwarks  of  defence  resolve  themselves  into 
:ki«  f^diloqny :  **  There  is  a  dvafiny  which  controls  our  endSy 
rrmyh  hrw  them  as  we  may.*'     There  was  but  little  knoM^  of 

V'jL.  xvu. — 9. 


130  RiTTER  an  Pubmnary  TvherculoM. 

the  disease  until  Laennac,  in  1810,  published  his  invaluable 
work  on  Tubercular  Phthisis,  and  drew  a  line  of  demarcation 
between  tubercular  and  other  diseases  of  the  Inngs.  Since 
that  time,  there  has  been  many  valuable  accessions  to  our 
knowledge  in  this  department.  Withiti  the  last  few  years 
have  been  made  the  principal  improvements  in  pathological 
and  acientfiic  treatment.  The  researches  and  observations  of 
J.  Hues  Bennet,  of  Edinburgh,  are  justly  considered  as  con- 
stituting an  important  era  in  the  treatment  of  this  victoriovs 
enemy  over  human  life.  It  is  not  our  intention,  at  the  present 
time,  to  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of  the  symptoms,  course 
and  minute  treatment  of  this  disease ;  neither  to  advance  new 
and  startling  views  of  its  general  pathology  and  treatmemt, 
but  to  sum  up  the  evidence  touching  its  nature  and  predis> 
posing  condition  of  system,  and  draw  from  these  the  phile^ 
sophical  treatment.  In  doing  so,  if  we  should  chance  to 
deviate  from  high  authority  and  prevalent  professionsl 
opinions,  we  only  say,  "Hear  me  for  my  cause." 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  sore  disappointment  that  the  student 
of  medicine  reads  the  text  books  on  the  practice  of  medicine^ 
and  finds,  that  while  the  symptoms  and  course  of  the  disease 
are  so  accurately  described,  that  so  little  is  said  of  the  pecu- 
liarity of  system  which  constitutes  the  predisposition.  Its 
pathology  and  treatment  are  mentioned,  but  generally  aocom- 
panied  by  an  acknowledgement  of  ignorance  of  the  one,  and 
almost  worthlewnesB  of  the  other.  It  is  by  understanding,  or 
striving  to  understand,  what  is  the  peculiarity  of  system 
which  predisposes  to  tuberculosis,  that  we  may  expect  to  ao* 
complish  the  much-desired  ultimatum  of  curingj  or  what  is 
better,  preventing  pulmonary  phthisis.  So  far  as  we  know, 
there  are  but  three— or  more  properly,  but  two — theories  ad- 
vanced, which  endeavors  to  explain  what  the  peculiarity  of 
system  is  in  those  predisposed.  The  first  is  that  originally 
advanced  by  the  German  physicians,  and  subsequently  en- 
dorsed by  others,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  the  high 
authority  of  Sir  James  Clark.     By  these  it  was  taught  that 
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ike  predisposing  caase,  or  condition  of  system  which  consti- 
atcd  the  diathesis,  was  ^^  Portal  Congestion." 

The  second  is  that  of  J.  Hnes  Bennet,  of  Edinburgh,  who 
kfieves  that  the  diathesis  consists  in  a  want  of  proper  assimi- 
btkm  of  the  oily  portions  of  food.  In  his  own  language  ^4t 
it  a  disease  of  primary  digestion." 

The  third  is  that  first  snggestsd  by  Professor  Rokitansky, 
of  Iflenna,  and  favorably  spoken  of  by  Simon  and  others. 
By  these  it  was  obserred,  that  in  this  disease  there  was  too 
ia|Hd  arterialiiation  of  the  blood,  and  that  a  venous  condition 
«f  this  flaid  appeared  to  be  incompatible  with  the  develop- 
■ent  of  iuberde.  Although  it  is  not  clainA<l  by  the  observers 
«f  the  above  fact,  that  the  too  rapid  oxygenization  of  the 
Hood  is  the  peculiar  condition  of  systeni  which  constitutes  the 
fiathesesis,  yet  we  have  been  couTinced,  even  before  we  knew 
thdr  views  on  the  subject,  that  in  this  was  to  be  found  the 
ftcmKariljf.  The  symptoms,  pathological  changes,  and  most 
■eeeMfnl  treatment,  all  point  to  this  as  being  the  distin- 
inshing  trait  between  the  strumus  Bystom  and  that  of  one 
free  from  such  disposition. 

Then  as  a  starting  point  for  a  further  consideration  of  the 
■hject,  we  take  the  position  that  the  too  rapid  imbibi- 
toBB  of  oxygen  into  the  blood,  and  the  consumption,  or  rapid 
rliainatinn  of  carbon /ram  the  blood,  is  t)ie  starting  point  of 
ihs  diAtf^ase.  That  this  is  the  agent  at  work  in  the  human 
mtem,  making  tubercles — that  this  affinity  for  oxygen,  and 
Mueqaent  consumption  of  carbon,  is  the  type  of  development 
■pressed  upon  the  system,  which  makes  the  diathesis j  habit, 
«r  predisposition  to  tuberculosis. 

We  shall  not  hero  stop  to  enquire  what  are  the  original 
nical  or  perceptible  difference  between  such  a  system  and 
healthy,  bat  shall  be  content  in  summing  up  the  facts 
go  to  prove  that  such  affinities  do  really  exist. 

The  most  eminent  pathologists  have  long  taught  that  some 
Weiitary  peculiarity  distinguished  the  subjects  of  phthisis. 
ladccd  it  is  said  to  be  ^^  pre-eminently  hereditary."    There 
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is  a  type  of  cell  growth  given  to  the  offspricg  by  the  parent, 
in  accordance  with  which  it  is  developed,  and,  as  Simon  says, 
'^It  is  an  imperfect  pattern  of  development."  This  we  can 
readily  understand  in  a  physiological  point  of  view,  in  the 
transmission  of  family  likeness  and  peculiarity.  We  know 
that  there  is  a  difference  between  the  cell  growth  of  man  and 
other  animals,  and  between  the  different  races  of  man,  and 
also  between  the  different  genera  and  species  of  animals. 
We  are  not  surprised  to  see  animals  breed  after  their  kind, 
and  even  to  retain  the  exact  impress  of  the  species  and  stock 
of  their  ancestry.  We  furthermore  expect  that  they  will  not 
only  be  born,  but  develop  in  accordance  with  this  law.  No 
farmer  expects  to  see  his  favorite  Durham  calf  grow  up  and 
develop  into  a  chuckle-headed  scrub ;  neither  does  he  expect 
that  by  extra  feed  to  his  ^^  China  pig,'*  that  he  can  be  made 
to  assume  the  ponderous  dimensions  of  the  huge  ^^Iri»h 
graserJ^  In  those  instances  the  development  is  physiological; 
in  the  case  of  those  predisposed  to  this  disease,  the  develop- 
ment— in  proportion  as  the  habit  prevails — is  pathological. 
Pathological  action  has  always  offered  more  obstacles  to  the 
enquirer  than  physiological ;  consequent  pathological  develop- 
ment is  more  shrouded  in  darkness  than  that  of  physiologicaL 
In  the  subjects  of  this  disease,  it  would  appear  that  the  pro- 
geny— the  germs  of  which  are  first  formed  in  the  parents — 
are  developed  in  accordance  with  a  certain  pathological  im- 
press given  to  the  first  cells. 

Simon  uses  the  following  language  in  regard  to  this  here- 
ditary transmission  of  the  disease :  "  I  do  not  mean  that,  in 
the  process  of  impregnation,  actual  tubercular  matter  passes 
fiom  the  system  of  the  scrofulous  father  into  the  germ  of  the 
infant,  to  remain  latent  there,  till  circumstances  call  for  its 
development ;  nor  that,  during  uterine  life,  the  blood  of  the 
child  is  poisoned  by  its  mother's  blood,  as  occurs  in  small-poz 
or  syphilis.  What  I  mean  is  this, — that  the  scrofulous  dia- 
thesis— that  the  disposition  to  form  tnbercles,  is  transmitted." 
Now,  as  this  tuberculous  matter  is  formed  out  of  the  blood, 
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it  of  necessity  follows  that  it  is  the  result  of  a  change  wrought 
■pen  that  fluid,  either  in  the  process  of  digestion  and  assimi- 
hdon,  in  the  glands  of  excretion  and  secretion,  or  produced 
bj  the  act  of  respiration. 

For  the  further  iuTestigation  of  these  blood  charges,  it  would 
ke  important  to  know  what  conditions  of  system  favored,  and 
what  opposed,  such  dispositions.  We  find  that  there  are  cer- 
tain diseases  which  are  incompatible  with  tuberculosis,  among 
which  we  will  mention  that  of  cancer. 

In  cancer,  the  oily  globules  of  the  blood  are  in  excess, 
while  fibrine  is  proportionately  deficient.  Here  is  too  much 
res{Hratory  or  carbonaceous  material  which  the  system  makes 
•o  use  of,  and  eventually,  this  kind  of  cells  become  so  abun- 
dant, that  an  artificial  excretion  is  established  to  relieve  the 
mtem  of  this  plethora.  The  patient  dies,  devoured  by  para- 
tttes,  in  the  shape  of  carboniferous  cancer  cells,  which  are 
CMitiBiially  forming  within,  and  carrying  without  the  body, 
it*  nntritire  material.  We  would  remark  in  this  connection, 
ikat  the  observation  of  authors  lead  us  to  important  truths  with 
regard  to  the  liability  of  animals  to  this  disease.  Commencing 
mVk  man,  it  is  found  that  as  we  descend  in  the  scale  to  the  tor- 
pid animals  and  reptiles  in  which  a  venous  state  of  the  blood 
is  prominent,  and  their  consumption  of  oxygen  scant,  that  the 
EabilitT  to  tuberculosis  diminishes  in  the  same  ratio  of  de- 
wcetkU  Ague  is  another  disease  with  which  it  is  rarely  asso- 
datedL  There  is  a  marked  contrast  between  the  sallow  skin 
lad  sclerotica  of  the  one,  and  the  fair  or  natural  skin  and  the 
bright  bine  eye  of  the  other — ^between  the  mental  torpidity 
»d  cloais  of  the  one,  and  the  keen,  active,  unclouded  mental 
perceptions  of  the  other.  Ague  deranges  the  liver  by  over- 
uxing  it,  or  forcing  into  it  blood  containing  an  excess  of 
orbon :  while  phthisb  is  attcndetl  by  defective  bilious  secre- 
UoB.  because  of  the  blood's  poverty  in  carbon.  Bile  is  car- 
bonacioos,  and  the  liver  is  strictly  an  eliminator  of  carbon. 
One  HBtMfie  is  characterized  by  its  excess,  the  other  by  its 
defidency.     As  we  before  stated,  Rokitansky,  whose  opinions 
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wore  derived  from  actual  obBerration,  attached  great  impor* 
tanoe  to  increased  venosity  of  blood.  ^^  Under  the  head  of 
antagoniBtic  conditions  to  the  formation  of  tubercle/'  says 
Simon,  "  he  includes  every  inflnence  which  interferes,  directly 
or  indirectly,  with  ogygenization  of  the  blood|  either  by  dim- 
inishing the  capacity  of  the  chest,  or  hindering  the  expansion 
of  the  lungs,  or  by  deranging  the  pulmonary  circulation  of 
blood,  or  by  impeding  the  free  access  thereto.  For  example^ 
a  case  of  spinal  deformity,  narrowing  the  chest ;  a  case  of 
abdominal  tumor  encroaching  upwund  and  causing  dyspepsia ; 
a  case  of  cyanosis,  maintaining  deficient  «eriati<m  of  the  Uoo^ 
these  would  be  cases  in  which,  according  to  this  observer  of 
hundreds  of  thousands,  the  tubercular  deposit  would  W9k 
arise." 

Pregnancy  ^  been  thought  by  some  authors  to  check 
or  prevent  the  formation  of  tubercle.  If  such  an  effect  is 
ever  produced  by  gestation,  it  is  probably  all  referable  to  the 
pressure  which  the  gravid  uterus  exerts  upon  thorasic  visera^ 
and  which,  as  in  the  case  of  other  abdominal  tumors,  dimin- 
ishes the  capacity  of  the  lungs.  Theoretically,  we  would  not 
expect  much  from  this  source,  as  it  is  only  in  the  latter 
months  of  pregnancy  that  such  pressure  would  be  exerted  suf- 
ficiently to  cause  any  material  difference  in  this  respect  In 
a  practical  point,  my  own  experienoe  would  certainly  lead  me 
to  deny  that  any  such  sidutary  influence  was  exerted  by  ges» 
tation.  I  have  lately  attended  a  case  in  whom  the  (Usease 
made  its  appearance  about  the  time  of  conoq[>tion.  The  dis- 
ease marched  steadily  on,  she  was  delivered  of  a  still-bora 
foetus  at  the  commencement  of  the  sixth  month,  and  died  four 
days  afterward,  as  the  post  mortem  fully  revealed,  from  vio- 
lent tuberculosis,  both  of  the  lungs  and  mesenteric  glands. 

My  friend  and  neighbor.  Dr.  T.  B.  Harvey,  had  a  similar 
case,  which  but  a  few  days  ago  was  prematurely  delivered  at 
the  eighth  month,  and  died  a  few  days  after  delivery.  In  this 
case,  there  was  no  check  to  the  disease  by  conception,  nor  ag- 
gravation following  delivery.    It  is  true  that  ^Hhe  human 
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feamle  has  a  pecaliar  law  of  blood  development,  and  that 
during  many  years  of  her  life  ^^  she  forms  blood  enough  for 
ker«elf  and  an  infant;"  but  if  she  is  pregnant,  this  blood 
plethora  is  appropriated  to  the  foetus,  if  not,  it  is  excreted  as 
the  nenstnuL  By  this  peculiarity,  she  offers  no  protection 
froB  ihe  diaeaae,  but  rather  incurs  a  liability  from  the  de- 
rangements of  system  so  frequently  produced  by  derangement 
ia  dkiii  function. 

Lasdj,  among  the  incompatible  diseases  is  one  directly 
applicable  to  the  point-^cyanosis.  As  J.  Simon  has  so  accu- 
rately deacribed  the  disease  and  its  effects,  we  copy  his  lan- 
guage entire :  ^'  Chronic  venosity  of  the  blood,  as  it  occurs 
IB  d^iendence  on  congenital  malformation  of  the  heart  is 
caDed  eyanMM,  and  the  Uueness  of  surface  from  which  this 
daas  of  cases  derives  its  name,  depends  on  the  insufficient  ex- 
halation of  carbonic  acid.  The  heart,  owing  to  its  mechani- 
eal  imperfections,  cannot  circulate  the  blood  rapidly  enough, 
cannot  expose  it  often  enough  to  the  air ;  thus  the  carbonic 
acid  accomulates,  and  maintains  the  blood  in  a  venous  condi- 
doB,  while  at  the  same  time,  the  malformed  organ,  by  delay- 
ing tJie  systemic  circulation,  and  causing  great  congestion 
af  the  carbonated  blood  in  the  general  capillary  system 
lenders  the  unhealthy  tint  of  the  Uood  more  apparent  to  the 
eye  tbaa  it  would  be  in  any  simple  case  of  poisoning  by  car- 
hoBJc  acid.  If  the  subjects  of  such  diseases  delay  to  die,  as 
•oaecimes  they  do  for  years,  they  vegetate  with  a  general 
torpor  and  feebleness  of  ntality,  with  an  incapacity  for  mus- 
calar  or  even  mental  exertion,  with  an  extreme  susceptibility 
«f  fatigue,  and  with  a  defective  resistance  to  cold,  which  suf- 
idently  mark  the  morbid  chemistry  of  their  blood." 

lie  farther  observes:  ^ There  is  one  signal  peculiarity 
which  attends  this  chronic  venous  condition  of  the  blood,  and 
which  I  mast  not  leave  unmentioned.  Not  only  in  extreme 
cues  of  cyanosis,  but  in  all  chronic  diseases  where,  from  any 
CMse  whatever,  there  is  defective  artcrialization  of  the  bloo<l, 
the  patient  enjoys  one  privilege.     He  is  exempt,  perhaps  ab- 
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Bolntelj,  but  at  least  oM  but  abichmUfy  exempt,  from  [taber- 
cnlar  disease." 

The  foregoing  conditions  of  tbe  system  in  disease,  and  the 
exemption  which  they  afford  the  patient  from  tubercnlosis, 
are  cited  as  negatiye  proof  that  the  disease  depends  on  the 
too  rapid  oxygenation  of  ^  blood.  We  sun  up  the  following 
as  affirmatiTe : 

Oxygen  is  said  to  be  the  vivifier,  or  nature's  own  stimu- 
lant to  the  system,  while  carbon  is  the  stupifier,  or  nature's 
anodyne  to  prerent  undue  excitement.  If  we  breath  carbonie 
acid  we  die  of  asphixae,  or  a  want  of  (his  stimulus.  If  wt^ 
iHreath  oxygen  we  live  too  fast  and  die  soon.  Strumous  sub- 
jects have  all  the  signs  of  living  fast.  They  are  prorerbial 
for  precocious  minds,  and  clear,  keen  perceptions.  A  quick 
pulse  and  excitable  nervous  system  mark  the  tuberculus^ 
while  he  whose  system  is  full  of  carbon  is  dull,  cloudy  and 
sluggish,  both  in  body  and  mind.  Oxygen  is  the  special 
agent  in  the  production  of  fibrine.  There  is  excess  of  fibrine 
in  this  disease.  Carbon  is  the  companion  of  the  oily  prind- 
pie  in  the  blood,  hence  the  deficiency  of  respiratory  material. 
Upon  this  assumption,  and  this  alone,  can  we  explain  the 
preference  which  the  tuberculus  deposit  manifests  for  the 
lungs  and  glandular  system.  In  the  lungs  the  blood  under- 
goes the  great  change  of  absorbing  oxygen  and  eliminating 
carbonic  acid ;  and  here  we  find  the  favorite  seat  for  this  de- 
posit. It  is  not  improbable  that  the  tuberculous  matter  is 
precipitated  immediately  from  the  blood  by  the  action  of  oxy- 
gen upon  its  salts  and  fibrine.  The  best  pathologists  con- 
sider tubercle  altered  fibrine.  The  oxygen  enters  the  lungs, 
consumes  all  the  respiratory  material  presented  to  it  by  the 
blood,  then  having  a  surplus,  the  remainder  acts  upon  the 
fibrine  and  other  constituents  of  the  blood  producing  a  pre- 
cipitate, consisting  of  these  matters  deprived  of  vitality  by 
oxygen.  This,  in  its  simplest  form,  is  the  cacoplostic  deposit, 
known  as  gray  tubercle,  which  contains  considerable  animal 
matter.    As  the  vice  of  cistern  accumulates,  we  find  deposited 
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tlie  apkt$Hej  or  yeHow  tubercle,  which  contains  less  animal 
material.  The  calcareous  change,  or  degeneration  of  tubercle^ 
results  from  a  constant  effort  to  cure  the  disease  by  nature, 
which  absorbs  the  animal  portions  of  the  deposit.  While 
there  is  a  constant  precipitation  going  on,  the  animal  matter 
is  absorbed,  and  there  is  left  the  earthy  salts  which  have  been 
precipitated,  as  a  part  of  the  original  matter,  from  the  blood. 
It  is  said  that  the  black  pigment  which  surrounds  those  mases, 
when  of  long  standing,  is  pure  charcoal.  How  did  it  get 
diere.  save  by  the  charing  of  the  fibrine  of  the  blood  ?  The 
■une  theory  will  account  for  the  partiality  of  tubercle  for  the 
hmphglands ;  for  it  is  there  that  the  highly  oxygenated  blood 
Beets  with  new  material  for  union,  and,  next  to  the  lungs,  it 
ii  there  that  the  greatest  change  is  effected  upon  the  blood. 

Dr.  Bennet  says,  "As  to  the  argument  derived  from  the 
fcrt  that  tubercle  itself  is  fatty,  I  have  already  disposed  of  it, 
wben  drawing  a  distinction  between  oily  materials  formed  as  a 
secondary  and  disintegrating  element,  and  those  formed  as  a 
primary  and  evolying  element.  The  source  of  fat  in  tubercle 
B  evidently  the  albuminous  compounds,  which,  like  muscle, 
fbrinom  exudations  and  blood,  may  be  transformed  into  oily 
granules  by  a  chemical  process  not  yet  actually  determined." 
The  same  may  be  said  of  fatty  degeneration  of  the  liver 
ukd  other  glands,  which  are  so  frequently  observed  in  phtisi- 
cal  sabjects.  Indeed,  it  would  appear  that  the  condition  of 
At  system  in  which  fat  accumulates  in  the  blood,  is  directly 
satagonistic  to  that  in  which  fatty  degeneration  of  its  glands 
take  place.  % 

We  now  notice  briefly  the  views  advanced  by  F.  Hues  Bcn- 
aet,  namely :  that  the  predisposition  consists  in  defective  as- 
fiailation  of  food.  In  order  to  support  this  position  it  is 
neccsgary  to  assome,  first,  that  dyspeptic  symptoms  are  the 
firft  link  of  derangement.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  so  far  as 
»e  have  observed,  such  symptoms  have  not  shown  themselves 
■Dtil  the  disease  was  considerably  advanced,  and  when  they 
did  occur,  were  tapposed  to  be  the  result  of  the  deposition  of 
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tion  it  will  be  found  to  resolve  itself  into  the  condition  called 
^  dyspeptic  conramption,*'  before  alluded  to.  The  liver  as  well 
w  the  other  abdominal  glands,  as  we  before  remarked,  maj/  be 
^  first  point  of  the  deposit;  and  in  such  cases  would  most 
ccnainlj  interfere  with  the  healthy  condition  and  free  circu- 
lation of  the  Uood  in  the  portal  circle.  Even  when  they  are 
Bol  primarily  the  seat  of  deposit,  the  oxygen  which  enters 
tke  longs  passes  along  with  the  blood,  and  in  those  regions 
seet5  with  the  new  products  of  digestion,  producing  there  the 
consequent  derangment.  Defective  biliary  and  other  carbo- 
naceous excreUons  of  the  glands,  we  have  before  alluded  to 
is  being  the  effect  of  the  poverty  of  the  blood  in  those  ma- 
terials produced  by  respiration.  We  do  not  intend  at  this 
tHie  to  enter  into  an  enumeration  and  description  of  the 
•ymptoms  of  phthisis,  but  some  of  them  which  are  produced 
fcj  the  general  vice  of  physiological  action,  we  cannot  pass 
HAOticed.  Prominent  among  these  may  be  mentioned  a 
fnick,  faet  pulse,  emaciation  and  a  hopeful  mind.  We  have 
never  noticed  the  absence  of  either  of  these  symptoms  in  any 
CMC.  Aathors  have,  and  mention  such  cases  with  a  slow 
false,  Ac.  If  snch  cases  do  occur,  they  are  only  the  ezcep- 
liott  and  not  the  rule. 

We  mention  these  symptoms  to  show  the  contrast  between 
a  patient  whose  system  is  full  of  carbonic  acid,  and  that  of 
«ie  whose  blood  is  loaded  with  oxygen.  In  cyanosis  and 
jifpeaflcfl  of  the  liver  preventing  the  secretion  of  bile  from  the 
Uood,  the  patients  are  dull,  desponding,  haunted  with  evil 
farebodings,  pulse  slow,  &c,  while  the  body  sometimes  looks 
m  pluiop  that  the  unlearned  frequently  diagnosticate  the 
dbeaae  in  advance  of  the  physician  by  calling  it  ''hypo.'*  In 
consvmption  the  patient  '^  walks  in  the  midst  of  danger  yet 
fears  no  evil/'  He  lays  his  plans  for  years  ahead,  conceals  the 
rdTerings  of  his  disease,  and  though  emaciated  to  a  mere 
skeleton,  with  even  hectic  and  a  cough  which  gives  him  no  rest, 
jct  still  he  insists  that  he  is  able  to  sit  up  or  walk  out,  and  will 
he  better  to-morrow.    The  cause  of  this  contrast  is  to  bo 
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finmd  in  the  oxygenized  state  of  the  blood  in  one  disease,  an^ 
the  carbonized  state  of  that  fluid  in  the  other.  Thus  far  we 
haye  endeavored  to  define  the  condition  of  system  which  pre- 
disposes to,  or  eonstthUes  the  tubereuhus  diathesis.  We  shall 
next  notice  the  proper  principles  to  goide  ns  in  its  preventum 
and  cure.  All  rules  to  guide  ns  in  preyenting  the  formation 
and  transmission  of  the  diatheeis,  must  of  necessity  be,  to  a 
great  extent  suppositional  and  uncertain.  Could  we  enter 
the  human  body,  launch  our  bark  upon  the  floating  rivers  of 
its  blood,  travel  the  rounds  of  the  circulation,  be  foreman  in 
its  custom  houses  of  imports  and  export,  and  be  chemist 
for  the  wonderful  human  laboratory,  then  could  we  hope,  with 
an  unerring  hand,  to  point  out  the  shoals  and  breakers,  as 
well  as  the  mighty  tornadoes,  by  which  so  many  are  lost. 
Some  remarks  in  reference  to  the  starting  point  of  the  taint 
we  cannot  pass  unmentioned.  The  influence  which  syphilis 
and  mercurial  saturation  exert  npon  the  progeny  of  such  suf- 
ferers, we  think,  has  been  too  much  neglected.  The  practi- 
tioner cannot  fail  to  observe  the  striking  resemblance  between 
mercurial  cachexia  and  that  produced  by  tuberculosis,  be- 
tween syphilitic  and  scrofulous  ulceration.  We  doubt  not  but 
that  if  the  statistics  of  their  connection  could  be  definitely 
arrived  at  and  accurately  compared,  an  appaling  picture  would 
be  presented,  upon  which  the  careless  would  gaze  with  aston- 
ishment. The  treatment  of  the  disease  requires  attention  to 
the  following  indications  :  First,  to  prevent  the  disease  in 
those  predisposed.  Secondly,  to  cure  when  the  deposition 
has  really  taken  place.  It  is  by  a  careful  attention  to  the 
first  of  these  that  we  are  to  accomplish  the  most  good  as  prac- 
titioners of  medicine.  We  have  seen  that  the  being,  instead 
of  having  a  physiological  type  of  cell  development,  has  re- 
ceived a  body  which  is  pcsthologieally  developed.  We  have 
endeavored  to  show  that  such  variation  from  the  healthy 
physiological  system  consists  in  a  morbid  affinity  for  oxygen. 
Then  the  great  and  first  indication  is  to  increase  the  venosity 
of  the  blood,  and  to  diminish  its  oxygenation.    Here  we  can 
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•ee  hoir  worse  than  useless  is  the  plan  of  applying  stays  and 
■■pportern,  for  the  purpose  of  stretching  and  straining  the 
Aest  to  give  it  increase  capacity,  while  the  blood  already  is 
beeoming  too  rapidly  areated. 

The  Tieire  of  Rokitansky,  before  quoted,  would  lead  us  to 
eipeet  more  relief  from  compression  of  the  chest  than  from  its 
expulsion.  Dr.  Williams,  in  his  Principles  of  Medicine,  after 
Hftdng  that  the  fibrine  in  the  blood  is  in  excess,  also  that 
01%  gen  has  the  property  of  coagulating  the  fibrine  in  health, 
also  that  tnbercle  is  altered  fibrine,  recommends  an  azotized 
£et,  and  asks  whether  the  inhalation  of  oxygen  would  not  be 
■Mfal  by  promoting  absorption  of  the  deposit. 

**Tou  rub  the  sore  when  you  should  bring  the  plaster ;"  for 

if  the  fibrine  is  in  excess  we  want  food  which  will  make  cor- 

yaade;  if  tnbercle  is  altered  fibrine,  and  oxygen  will  coagu- 

kie  fibrine,  we  should  exclude  this  coagulator  from  too  power- 

lal  an  action.     The  exercise  of  the  patient  is  an  important 

wfmt  in  this  disease;   sufficient  exercise  should  always  be 

taken,  to  develop  the  system  in  as  healthy  a  form  as  possible. 

While  we  would  insist  upon  regular  exercise,  we  would  be 

pirticnlarly  careful  to  avoid  all  excesses  and  fatigue.     The 

effect  of  such  imprudence  is  to  rush  the  blood  rapidly  to  the 

InfT^  to  become  areated,  it  is  impeded  in  its  passage  through 

ikc  capilaries,  a  turgescence  of  the  pulmonary  veins  is  pro- 

4Bce«L.  and  (hii  condition,  with  the  increased  demand  for,  and 

eooMunption  of,  oxygen,  is  very  favorable  to  the  precipitation 

tf  tnbercle.     Many  patients  can  really  date  the  origin  of  their 

&ea5e  to  some  over  exertion.     Moderate  exercise  equalizes 

ike  circulation,  while  fatigue  produces  turgescence  of  the  lungs. 

The  selection  of  a  diet  to  suit  the  wants  of  the  system  is  all 

important  with  those  priitisposed.     It  should  be  nourishing, 

■ad  tMpfciatty  should  it  be  carbonaceous.     Butter,  the  fatty 

portion  of  meats,  with  every  things  either  animal  or  vegetable, 

vhich  is  capable  of  supplying  respiratory  material,  should 

eoa^iitote  the  major  portion  of  the  diet.     We  thus  t^upply  the 

fjfiem  with  that  substance  which  it  consumes  too  rapidly, 
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and  prevent  the  deleteriooa  ef ecrti  of  rack  diq[K>tttioA  mpoB 
the  ecoDomy.  It  is  nseleiB^  after  the  Beliitarj  leaeow  we 
have  received  from  J.  Hues  Beimet,  to  urge  ikU  principle  to 
any  length.  Upon  this  principle^  we  eon  aocount  for  the 
greater  exemption,  of  the  inhabitaaterof  liie  north  <tf  Bttsaia 
and  other  cold  climates^  from  the  diaeaae.  Although  the  uix 
IB  cold  and  atrongly  oxygenated,  the  inhabiti^ts  are  exempt 
becaujse  they  supply,,  artificially,  an  antidote  earbonaeisam 
diet.  Histoiy  records  the  fact  that  in  those  ceuntriee  the  in- 
habitants consume  a  large  amount  of  fats  and  oils;  indeed^ 
they  are  said  to  constitute,  all  bat  exclusirely,  their  diet. 

The  influenqe  which  dimaU  exerts  over  this  disease  baa 
long  been  a  subject  of  observation.  So  much,  and  so  Umd 
and  unphHoeophical  has  been  die  testimony  on  this  point,  tliaC 
one  feels  bewildered  on  approaehing  even  the  direshhold  ofi 
the  subject.  I^obably  from  the  hetrogoneous  pile  of  evi« 
dence,  we  could  separate  thb  £sct.  That  a  warm  and  equable 
climate  is  the  most  suitable  for  phthisiiml  patients^Dr^  Wood 
makes  the  following  remarks:  *^When  atuberculus  patient 
passes  from  a  warm  and  dry  country  to  one  that  is  cold  and 
damp,  the  tubercles  undergo  development.  It  was  observed 
that  the  French  regiments  suffered  more  from  phthisis  in  Hol- 
land, than  in  Spain  and  Italy;  and  it  would  appear  that 
almost  all  the  animals  which  are  brought  from  the  torid  re« 
gions  to  our  menageries  die  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lunga.^ 
Change  of  climate  may  act  as  a  preventive,  but  never,  of  itself, 
as  a  curative.  If  a  person  iMredisposed,  leaves  a  cold  and 
variable  climate  and  settles  in  one  warm  and  equable,  it  is 
probable  that  he  may  escape  the  disease.  The  principle  ia 
found  in  the  following  facta:  In  a  cold  climate  a  given  amount 
of  atmosphere  contains  more  oxygen  than  in  a  warm ;  add  to 
this  the  congestions  and  inflammations  resulting  or  liable  to 
result  from  cold  and  mdeiiudee,  and  we  have,  in  proportion 
as  they  prevail,  the  elements  which  will  aggravaie  the  predie- 
poeition.  In  hot  climates  the  atmosphere  not  only  oontaina 
less  oxygen,  but  is  eurcharged  with  carbonic  acid ;  hence  the 
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hngs  are  more  exempt,  while  the  liver  and  glands  of  carbon- 
•ceoofl  excretion  are  more  liable  to  disease.     It  is  nonsence, 
or  at  least  unphilosophical,  to  expect  tubcrculus  matter  to  be 
absorbed  by  a  change  of  this  kind ;  yet,  new  depositions  may 
be  checkeil,  and  if  suppuration  is  not  extensively  taking  place, 
there  might  be  some  hope  of  relief  from  a  change  of  this 
kind.     This  corresponds  witli  the  general  experience  of  the 
prrrfesfion.     James  Clark  makes  the  following  observations : 
•* Since  the  nature  of  phthisis  has  been  more  fully  understood, 
At  expectations  from  climate  as  a  means  of  cure  have  greatly 
i&ated,  and  hence  it  is  much  more  justly  considered  at  the 
present   time  simply  as  a  preventive  of  the  disease.     VTlieu 
aflapted  with  this  view,  climate  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
powerful  remedies  ne  possess  for  improving  the  tuberculous 
c<ni9titntion,  and  enabling  us  to  correct  the  predisposition  to 
Ae  disease."     We  pass  next  to  notice  what  may  more  pro- 
perly be  styled  a  medicinal  agent  for  the  prevention  of  phthisis. 
Asu  with  but  one  exception,  we  stand  alone,  so  far  as  written 
sothnrity  is  known  to  us,  in  the  recommendation  of  this  agent; 
we  •hall  introduce  the  remedy  by  quoting  the  remarks  of  Dr. 
J-  B.  ?.  Jackson,  of  Boston,  which  first  appeared  in  the  New 
Eazland  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  for  July, 
1^2,  pskpe  30,  and  are  thus  referred  to  by  Dunglinson  in  the 
Ctc lojidia  of  Practical  Medicine,  vol.  4th,  page  538.     "  It 
iaB  been  doubted,  however,  whether  intemperance  develops 
abercle«.     Of  35  persons  dying  of  various  diseases,  all  of 
whom  were  decidedly  intemperate,  and  most  of  them  grossly 
•0.  in  2fi,  according  to  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  of  Boston,  no  tuber- 
cle* were  found;  in5,there  were  tubercles  in  the  lungs;  inl,  in 
iSe  bronchial  glands,  and  only  2  died  of  phthisis.     In  several 
rfthe  mo«t  striking,  the  organs  were  as  free  from  tubercular 
<lBeaw  a«  those  of  a  new-homed  infant.     These  results  led 
l¥.  Jackson  to  suggest  whether  intemperance  may  not  have 
9^me  effect  as  a  prophylactic.     We  hesitate  not  to  assert  that 
Awe  is  not  another  prophylactic  known  to  the  profession, 
mal  in  valae  with  that  of  alcohol,  or  what  is  with  us,  its 
fftTorite  form  good  rye  whisky. 
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So  accustomed  are  we  to  witneae  the  physical  and  menta 
povertj  and  degradation  which,  alcoholic  liquors  produce^  that 
our  minds  are  often  blinded  to  its  salutary  effects  in  (hit  dis- 
ease. Hence  we  find  authors,  when  speaking  of  the  treat- 
ment of  phthisis,  discountenancing  their  use,  not  because  of 
their  special  action  in  this  disease,  but  becaus^  of  their  ^^neral 
habit  of  deran^ng  the  system*  We  hare  endeavored  to  make 
the  point  plain  that  in  thi^djjtaMa.find  the  condition  of  system, 
which  is  called  the  predis^Sjuig  oondition,  there  is  too  rapid 
oxygenation  of  the  blood.  DTow  alcohol,  when  taken  into  the 
system, passes  directly  into  tEfe  blood;  a  chemical  unii^SL^ takes 
place  which  increases  the  venosity  of  the  blood,  aj)4  pie^ta 
the  exhalation  of  carbonic  acid  from  the  lungs. '  This  aMili 
of  alcohol  needs  no  further  remarks,  as  it  is  so  universally 
understood  and  admitted  that  such  is  its  effects  upon  the 
economy.  The  fSMSt  daily  stares  us  in  the  face,  in  the  blue' 
skin,  sluggish  action,  and  morbidly  obese  bodies  of  those  ad- 
dicted to  its  intemperate  use.  This  agent  diminishes  the 
consumption  of  oxygen  by  the  system,  diminuhei  the  exhali^ 
tion  of  carbonic  eicid  from  the  system;  it  does  all  this  without 
even  asking  the  aid  of  digestion  and  assimilation,  and  most 
emphaticaUy  fulfills  the -indication  in  the  case.  We  have  en- 
deavored to  show  that  the  cachexia  of  this  disease  was  ](^ro- 
duced  by  the  consumption  of  all  the  respiratory  matter  in  the 
system,  which  consumption  was  produced  by  a  morbid  affinity 
for  oxygen.  0r.  Bennet  thinks  the  digestion  refuses  to  make 
respiratory  material ;  upon  either  assumption,  let  us  see  how 
alcohol  supplies  the  demand,  and  as  no  authority  is  above 
that  of  J.  Simon,  we  will  hear  his  statements  in  regard  to 
the  effect  of  alcoholic  liquors  upon  the  system.  They  may 
be  found  in  his  lectures  on  General  Pathology,  p.  42  :  '^  Simi- 
larly we  may  account  for  the  occasional  production  of  this 
state  of  the  blood,*' — ^the  fatty — '^in  persons  addicted  to  the  in- 
temperate use  of  alcohol ;  since  in  them  the  circulation  is 
habitually  loaded  with  artificial  ingredients  which  require 
oxygen  for  their  elimination,  and  which,  dierefore,  tend  to 
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mppUnt  the  natunl  excretion  of  hydro-carbon ;  in  such  cafles 

the  fkttr  contents  of  the  blood  will  rise  to  50  and  upwards." 

Ikohol  then   fomishes  the  blood  with  an  antidote  to  this 

•fcr-oxTgenatioD,  and  retains  hydro-carbon  in  the  system ; 

Hb  is  the  condition  in  which  fats  are  formed  and  retained  in 

At  body.      Alcohol  acts  in  the  same  manner  as  cod  liver  oil 

W  ffapplyiiii;  respiratory  material  and  increasing  the  fats  of 

At  Mood.      The  first  case  of  a  permanent  cure  recorded  by 

J.  Hues  Bennet,  in  his  work  on  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  died 

iftcrvmrds  of  delirium  tremens.     The  Dr.  expresses  his  faith 

a  die  curability  of  the  disease  in  the  following  language, 

vWn  commenting  on  the  case:  ''It  demonstrates  fourthly, 

imx  vhen,  at   a  more  advanced  age,  he  again  fell  into  bad 

drramstances,  and  even  became  a  drunkard^  tubercular  exu- 

faticns  did  not  return,  but  that  delirium  tremens  was  induced, 

vixh  simple  exudations  on  the  membranes  of  the  brain,  of  which 

he  £ed.**      Bat  I  am  told  that  there  is  too  much  theory  in 

d  this  salutary  effect  claimed  for  alcohol.     Does  not  our 

•berration  constantly  teach  us  that  the  agent  really  has,  in 

iBiae  vay,  a  preventive  influence.     We  all  know  of  families 

vko  hare,  one  after  another,  sank  into  the  grave  from  this 

^Mase ;  liamilies,  too,  in  which  the  disease  was  strongly  he- 

»£:arT.      Some  member  of  said  family,  or  families,  has 

akea  to  drink,  and  although  in  a  thousand  other  ways  had 

ftmnsgressed  the  laws  of  health,  he  survives  all  the  rest,  and 

ixes  to  a  ripe  old  age.     I  know  of  a  number  of  such  instances, 

hat  of  sacb  we  cannot  here  personally  speak ;  some,  too,  who 

mr^  drank  for  the  very  purpose  here  mentioned,  and  who, 

akhoogh  well  stricken  in  year^,  are  enjoying  good  health, 

vbUe  a  large  family  have  long  since  sank  into  premature 

p^rea,  9hridten  and  afiieted  with  what  is,  in  such  cases,  sup- 

p»eil  to  be  an  unataidable  desHnj/.    While  alcohol,  or  the 

'»)>3r8  eontaining  it,  are  certainly  beneficial,  it  does  not  fol- 

'k/w  that  A  ia  to  be  accountable,  even  in  this  disease,  for  tha 

p<!raieioaa  effects  of  the  nux  vomica,  tobacco,  and  the  thou- 

Ma>i  other  poisonous  drugs  with  which  the  liquors  are  adul- 

10 
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teraled  at  the  present  time.    We  speak  of  pure  alcoholic 
liquors,  and  not  their  imitations.    There  is  not,  to  our  knowl- 
edge, another  condition  of  system  in  which  the  continued  use 
of  alcohol  would  not  prove  pernicious,  much  less  curative. 
The  indiscriminate  use  of  this  class  of  medicines,  even  in  dis- 
ease, is  a  subject  upon  which  the  profession  certainly  needs 
much  reformation.    The  second  indication  in  the  treatment, 
that  of  promoting  absorption  of  the  tuberulous  matter  when 
deposited,  and  the  healing  of  the  ulcers  when  suppuration  hai 
taken  place,  is  unfortunately  the  one  in  which  the  physician 
is  most  frequently  called  upon  to  display  his  skill.    All  the 
remedies  mentioned  as  useful  in  preventing  the  deposit  are 
here  indicated;  with  the  addition  of  such  other  agents  as 
will  support  the  strength,  and  favor  the  healing  of  the  ulcers, 
or  promote  absorption  of  the  animal  portions  of  the  deposit, 
and  thus  faVor  what  is  commonly  called  the  calcareous  degene- 
ration.    It  is  plain  that  in  this  stage  of  the  disease,  we  hare 
to  contend  not  only  with  the  deposit  or  disease,  already  ex- 
isting in  the  lungs,  but  the  pre'exisimg  and  present  existing 
disposition  of  system  to  deposit  new  material  of  the  same  na- 
ture.    To  promote  the  transformation  or  absorption  of  tuber- 
cle, we  must  support  the  strength  by  nourishing  diet,  supply 
respiratory  material  to  the  blood,  and  promote,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible>  a  free  and  healthy  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs. 
The  best  article,  both  as  a  diet  and  to  supply  respiratory  ma- 
terial to  the  blood,  is  cod  liver  oH.     To  promote  the  absorp- 
tion of  tuberculous  matter,  nothing  is  better  than  regular  and 
moderate  exercise.    By  this  means  we  promote  a  free  and 
healthy  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs,  which  is  the  con- 
dition favoring  absorption.    €hreat  care  should  be  taken  to 
avoid  fatigue  or  excess,  as  by  such  imprudencies  the  blood  is 
rushed  too  vehemently  into  the  lungs,  engorgement  is  pro- 
duced, effusion  may  take  place,  and  great  violence  be  done  to 
the  economy.     But  exercise  reffnlarty,  exercise  muchy  exercise. 
To  support  the  system  during  the  suppurative  process,  the 
various  tonic  stimulant  and  analeptic  medicines  are  useful. 
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Among  the  tonics,  iron  justly  holds  a  prominent  position. 
Sone  of  the  preparations  have  been  so  useful,  in  my  hands, 
m  thc^  tincture  of  the  muriate,  on  the  iron  by  hydrogen.  To 
be  lur/uh  they  must  be  given  perse veringly.  I  hardly  ever 
lee  a  patient,  under  my  care,  bo  without  the  iron  for  any 
lescth  of  time.  I  have  one  case  now  under  treatment,  in 
vhich  the  laily  has  taken  iron  regularly  for  over  a  year.  The 
reputable  tonics  are  useful,  and  it  is  fortunate  that  they  are 
■vmeroas,  for  we  find  our  ingenuity  heavily  taxed  to  occa- 
■io&ally  administer  something  netVy  and  thus  relieve  the  mono- 
VTdj  *-?  repugnant  to  patients.  Here  then  is  the  great  store- 
kcc^  from  which  we  must  procure  the  variety^  and  it  bc- 
ioores  as  to  avail  ourselves  of  its  ofiers,  or  our  patients  will 
is^TX  as  and  employ  some  quack  consumpiion  curer,  who 
nrkilj  has  discovered  ^^naiures  own  remedy**  in  some  root  or 
ifri,  the  healing  virtues  of  which  are  known  only  to  himself. 
Imons  this  class  of  remedies  we  would  especially  mention 
ikat  of  the  infusion  of  wild  cherry  bark,  as  possessing  pecu- 
ktf  properties  adapting  it  to  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 
AaoDg  the  stimulants,  the  best  is  good  old  rye  whisky. 
The  analeptics  are  the  most  important  remedies  for  this  con- 
dition. I^e-eminent  in  this  respect  is  cod  liver  oil;  its  effects 
m  a  nntricious  diet  and  supplyer  of  respiratory  material  to 
ikt  bI>>od.  are  not  equalled  by  any  other  agent  known  to  the 
irofes^ion.  Since  its  introduction  as  a  remedy  in  phthisis, 
2  IS  continually  astonishing  the  observant  physician  by  its 
vonderfal  effects.  As  I  have  before  remarked,  the  plan  of 
avmtment  introduced  to  the  profession  generally,  by  the  pub- 
ieations  of  J.  Hues  Bennet,  is  justly  considered  as  forming 
K  important  era  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  With  the 
acMie  of  pvinft  cod  liver  oil  all  are  familiar ;  we  should  give 
a  first,  give  it  last,  and  never  quU  giving  it,  until  our  patient 
enLer  recovers  or  succumbs  to  the  disease. 

The  foregoing  is  a  brief  summary  of  our  views  as  to  the 
f^^ral  pathology  of  phthisis ;  aleo  a  brief  statement  of  the 
frizkdples  to  guide  us  in  the  general  treatment  of  the  uncom- 


i4d  LivszBY  on  IntermUt€fU$. 

plicated  disease.  Kumerons  changes,  alterations  and  addi- 
tions may  be  necessary  in  every  case,  bat  the  leading  indica- 
tions are  stated,  and  allusions  made  to  some  of  the  moat 
prominent  remedial  agents.  Of  its  complications  wo  say 
nothing,  as  they  are  always  treated  upon  general  therapeutic 
principles,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  prominent  disease. 


Observations  on  Periodicity^  or  IntermHtency  and  Memitteney 
of  Diseases.  By  Abrm.  Liyezby,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lumber- 
ville,  Pa. 

NO.   I.  INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS  AND  PRINCIPLES. 

A  close  observation  of  morbid  action,  as  manifested  in  the 
daily  rounds  of  a  large  country  practice,  for  many  years  has 
convinced  me  of  the  great  importance,  to  the  profession  gene- 
rally, of  attention  to  the  following  query  of  Dr.  Holland  in 
his  ^^  Medical  Notes  and  Reflections."  He  asks, ''  has  suffi- 
cient weight  been  assigned  in  our  pathological  reasonings  to 
the  principle  which  associates  together  so  many  facts  in  the 
history  of  disease,  viz.,  the  tendency  in  various  morbid  ac- 
tions to  distinct  intermissions  of  longer  or  shorter  duration, 
and  more  or  less  perfect  in  kind.  The  subject  of  so  many 
diseased  actions  to  this  common  laWj  establishes  relations 
which  could  not  have  been  learned  from  other  sources,  and 
which  have  much  value,  even  in  the  details  of  practice." 

Equally  convinced  am  I,  from  lengthened  experience,  that 
it  would  be  well  for  the  profession  to  admit  that  '^  Periodici- 
ty" is  a  ''  general  law,"  as  demonstrated  by  Dr.  Laycock, 
(alike  distinguished  with  Dr.  Holland  in  British  Medicine,) 
and  accord  with  Dr.  Forbes,  editor  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  that  the  ^^intermittent  nature  of  diseases 
must  certainly  be  better  understood  (observed  ?)  before  we 
can  practice  medicine  scientifically." 

Profiting  by  these  suggestions  upon  entering  the  profes- 
sion, and  basing  my  practice  upon  Dr.  Laycock's  theory  of 
''  Vital  Periodicity,"  which  caused  me  to  closely  watch  for 
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« 

and  remissions,  I  am  more  fully  persuaded  upon 
ike  lapse  of  every  year,  and  with  every  additional  year's 
experience,  that  ^'  this  tendency  to  intermission  in  the  animal 
hncuons  may  justly  be  termed  a  law,  inasmuch  as  it  is  na- 
taraL  general  and  manifestly  designed."  (Dr.  Henry  Holland 
mt  **  Morbid  Actions  of  an  Intermittent  kind"). 

The    doctrine  of  periodicity  has  hitherto  been   confined, 

dksefiy,   in   this  country,  to  intermittent  fever  and   certain 

ferms  of  neuralgia,  although  the  fact  of  manifest  remissions, 

aad  even   intermissions  in  many  diseases,  has  not  escaped 

tkc  notice    of  our  authors,  yet  they  have  not  given  the /ad 

1^  degree  of  attention,  nor  impressed  it  upon  their  readers, 

M  ixs  practical  importance  demands.  Hence,  in  this  series  of 

fipers.  it   will  be  my  endeavor  mens  labor,  after  laying  down 

KTtain  principles,  (or  axioms,  in  truth)  to  show,  by  analyzing 

aeordered  actions  generally,  by  citing  authors  and  cases  in 

fnctice,  that  all  diseases  are,  or  are  prone  to  be,  intermittent 

ia  their  character ;  and  all  practice  instituted  to  be  rational 

lal  sacccssfuly  should  be  based  upon  that  assumption. 

Frts.  or  Ax.  I.  All  diseases  are  essentially  intermittent 
m  mnittent.  "  The  fact  of  intermittency  (says  Prof.  T.  D. 
Mitchell  I  is  as  well  established  as  any  other  in  medicine." 
htcrx&jttent  fever,  then,  is  the  type  of  all  disease;  and  every 
farm  of  disease  is  only  a  modification  or  development  of  the 
it  primitive  type. 

Paix.  OB  Ax.  II.  There  can  be  no  disease  without  a  gene- 
al  amMlihUional  disturbance.  Local  diseases  are  only  a 
kwriapmeni  or  result  of  a  series  of  constitutional  disturbances, 
iaermined  by  predisposition  to  the  weakest  part  or  parts  of 
^  body.  And  this  predisposition  to  disease  of  one  part 
than  to  another,  is  the  result  of  a  less  degree  of  co- 
of  the  atoms  of  the  part,  rendering  it  more  liable  to 
ftKfTganization.  Sir  B.  Brodie  is  now  ^*  satisfied  from  a 
aorr  enlarged  experience,  that  local  diseases,  in  the  strict 
ftOM  of  that  word,  are  comparatively  rare."  (Dis.  of 
Jtcnts.  1£(50.) 
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P&nr.  OB  Ax.  m.  There  can  be  no  disease  without  a 
change  of  motion  of  the  atoms  of  the  organism ;  and  there 
can  be  no  change  of  atomic  motion  irithont  change  of  tempera^ 
twre.  And  these  morbid  changes,  or  evidences  of  constltntion- 
al  change,  are  always  periodic  and  intermittent,  or  remittent 

Hence  arises  agne,  or  intermittent  fever,  characterised  bj 
three  marked  changes  of  the  condition  of  the  body — its 
functions  and  secretions — ^vix.,  ehiUj  heatj  Btoeaty  and  their 
saccessive  occurrence  constitutes  a  paroxysm,  which  is  fol- 
lowed by  tk  periodic  inlermissiony  or  regular  interval  of  com- 
parative health. 

Prin.  ob  Ax.  IY.  Depbbssion,  Accbssion,  Reaction  and 
the  Hbalth  bffobt  are  the  invariable  attributes  of  every 
development  of  disease.  Depression  is  the  result  of  an  ab- 
normal attnu^ion  of  the  atoms  of  the  organism,  and  is  char- 
acteristic of  the  negative  or  electrical  state.  Accession  is 
abnormal  atomic  repulsion,  and  marks  the  poeiHve  a  magnetic 
state.  During  the  period  of  redaction  the  life  forces  are  strug- 
gling against  the  disturbance  to  which  they  have  been  sub- 
jected, and  this  struggle  develops  the  health  effort,  or  the 
period  of  intermittent  equilibrium — a  period  of  longer  or 
shorter  duration,  according  to  modifying  circumstances. 

Prin.  or  Ax.  V.  Through  the  brain  and  nerves  or  cere- 
bro-spinal  system  we  see,  feel,  think,  talk,  walk  and  perform 
all  our  pleasurable  duties.  By  means  of  this  system,  a  com- 
plete order  or  harmony  of  movement  is  maintained  through- 
out the  various  organs  of  ihe  machine.  By  acting  on  this 
system  every  possible  constitutional  disorder  may  be  pro- 
duced, whether  from  within  or  from  without;  and  through 
the  same  medium,  medicinally  or  otherwise,  the  greatest 
apparent  disorder  can  be  rectified. 

It  is  to  this  system — ^that  source  of  all  motion  and  emo- 
tion— the  charlatan  most  generally  directs  his  remedies,  whe- 
ther physical  or  psychical,  and  hence  his  frequent  success, 
while  the  great  part  of  the  profession,  from  a  too  great 
neglect  of  this,  and  a  too  exclusive  attention  to  the  mere  me- 
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ch^nic^l  details  of  the  organism  and  its  local  symptoms, 
Karoelv  pass  a  day  without  having  to  blush  for  the  blunders 
Acj  oomsut. 

P&iN.   OR  Ax.  YI.  All  medicinal  forces  act  electrically, 

and  like  all  other  electrical  bodies,  possessing  both  tho  force 

«f  attraction  and  the  force  of  repuhioftj  they  must  necessa- 

nlj  exercise  under  different  electrical  conditions  of  the  ha- 

Aaa  brain,  a   duplex  power  over  the  various  organs  they  re- 

fpeciirelj  influence.     Attraction  and  repulsion  are  the  two 

jErand  forces  by  which,  not  the  motions  of  the  human  organ- 

isL  alone,  but  the  motions  of  the  universe  are  controlled ; 

aai  bv  these  forces  and  no  other  can  animal  life  be  influenced 

ehher  for  good  or  evil,  whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the 

aceni  by  which  they  are  called  into  action. 

Electricity  can  be  so  applied  as  to  produce  attraction  and 
nptilsion  in  all  bodies  without  any  alteration  of  their  consti- 
aent  nature;  and  it  can  also  bo  applied  to  almost  every 
cbrnponnd  body,  so  as  to  effect  a  true  chemical  decomposition 
«f  ii£  constituent  elements.  The  direct  application  of  this 
Riile  and  universal  power  to  the  living  body,  has  caused, 
ccred.  or  sggravated  almost  every  conceivable  manifestation 
«f  disease. 

As  in  the  instance  of  the  magnetic  needle,  whose  pola- 
r.rj  or  motive  power  it  can  induce,  reverse  or  destroy ;  so 
an  it  also  increase,  decrease  or  destroy  each  of  the  func- 
^.-aal  motions  of  the  various  parts  or  organs  of  the  living 
'>Ar,  to  which  it  may,  under  particular  circumstances,  be 
tf  plied.  It  has  caused  and  cured  palsy,  and  stryclinia  has 
1  >ze  tho  same ;  like  quinine  and  arsenic,  it  has  caused  and 
c^red  the  sgnc ;  with  opium,  it  has  cured  cramps  and  asthma, 
iZti  minced  them  even  as  prussic  acid  and  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver have,  when  administered  under  similar  circumstances. 
IL &re  the  action  of  medicinal  substances  are  purely  electri- 
aL  and  any  given  remedy  may  produce,  like  electricity,  op- 
p€wi>  rtwultB  even  when  administered  to  two  patients  who  are 
ffc^posed  to  be  suffering  under  the  same  nosological  disease, 
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ftcts'^  from  want  of  closer  obBorrstion,  nnrecogiiized  by  man  j 
of  able  minda  in  the  profeaaion. 

Pbin.  ob  Ax.  yil.  Medicinal  anbstancea  exert  an  in- 
flaence  oyer  one  part  of  the  organism  in  preference  to  anj 
other,  by  the  same  law  of  eleetiye  affinity  which  determines 
the  combination  of  inorganic  bodies.  As  before  said, 
strychnia  will  in  some  cases  produce  paralysis,  and  in  others 
wi^e  up  to  action  the  paralysed  nerves.  Now,  the  atoms  of 
a  given  portion  of  the  brain  of  any  two  individuals  thus  op- 
positely influenced  by  the  same  medicinal  agent,  is  in  an  oppo- 
site electrical  state,  negative  in  the  one  and  positive  in  t3ie 
other ;  and  should  we  not  expect  opposite  results  to  be  de- 
veloped, when  one  remedy  is  made  to  act  upon  two  bodies 
diametrically  opposite  ?  Again,  a  remedy  perfectly  appro- 
priate in  one  stage  of  the  series  of  the  phases  of  any  disease 
is  absolutely  injurious  jn  each  of  the  other  recurring  staget, 
a  remedy  may  be  working  well  with  the  system  one  hour, 
and  if  repeated  four  hours  afterwards,  may  be  working 
agamst  the  laws  of  periodicity,  and  thereby  aggravate  the 
disease.  (Vid.  ax.  iv.  infra.)  From  this  cause,  disease  is  not 
unfrequently  perpetuated  from  week  to  week,  and  the  patient 
is  made  a  sicker  man  by  the  remedies  given  him,  simply 
because  neither  the  trtie  nature  of  the  disease  nor  the  action 
of  the  remedy  is  understood.  Thus,  too,  we  see  the  folly  of 
prescribing  any  single  medicine  to  be  given  every  few  hours 
for  a  period  of  twenty-four  hours,  in  ordinary  acute  or  sub- 
acute attacks,  when  we  know  that  the  patient,  during  that 
time,  mu9t  and  does  pass  through  different  stages  of  disor- 
dered action,  viz.,  depression,  accession,  etc. 

In  conclusion,  we  assert  (Prik.  or  Ax.  viii.)  that  the  many 
diseases  which  physicians  for  thousands  of  years  have  been 
treating  as  so  many  distinct  and  separate  localisms,  are  all  in 
reality  results  or  developments  of  repeated  intermittent  at- 
tacks of  general  febrile  disturbance ;  and  that  such  localisms, 
if  not  directly  produced  by  chemical  or  mechanical  injuries, 
will  invariably  be  found  to  have  been  preceded  by  chills, 
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kemts  and  sweats,  general  or  partial ;  or  in  defect  of  the 
sweats,  by  a  morbid  increase  of  the  renal  secretions,  or  some 
whifrr  secretory  organ ;  of  eacb  and  all  such  general  symp- 
tein5.  the  attentive  observer  will  in  every  case  detect  inter- 
Bi«if  it-^ns  or  remissions ;  and  further,  that  external  injuries, 
if  !<kmewhat  severe  and  protracted,  whether  produced  by 
d&emical  or  mechanical  agencies,  are  followed  by  the  same 
constirational  phases  of  disorder,  wliich  precede  the  develop- 
Bent  of  the  several  localisms  of  disease. 

From  the  principles  thus  briefly  advanced,  it  is  self-evident 
(Ax.  ix.)  that  if  tlic  constitutional  disturbance  be  arrested, 
la-l  its  paroxysms  subdued,  all  the  local  developments  to 
which  the  constitutional  disturbance  gave  rise,  (developments 
rcfoltin^  from  a  greater  predisposition  to  disease  of  some  part 
»vre  than  any  other.)  will  also  disappear,  and  seldom  will 
:a-«se  l*>cal  manifestations  require  any  local  remedy  whatever. 

Xow  let  young  practitioners  (if  older  ones,  wedded  to  old 
w^ries  will  not)  observe  attentively  at  the  bedside  the 
Kase^  of  disordered  action,  and  they  will  most  assuredly 
Sa-i  ihat  **  all  diseases  are  essentially  intermittent,''  though 
»*  -  are  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  source  of  periodicity ,'* 
Mitchell)  or  that  it  is  a  fixed  ^^law"  of  nature,  and  the  hu- 
B^n  economy  in  health  or  disease,  (Marshall  I]all). 

T .'  »how  that  sucli  is  the  fact,  as  before  said,  will  bo  nieus 
k>.r  in  subcsequent  papers. 


i  Cj^  of  Perforation    of  the   IntetftineSj   mfh  Hscape   of 
Womu.     By  E.  Reed,  M.  D.,  of  Indiana. 

Tte  f  .'nowing  is  a  brief  account  of  a  perforation  from  the 
i-^^tine*  through  the  umbillicu<i,  giving  exit  to  two  worms, 
"&•  11  inches  in  length  and  the  other  lOi  do. 

The  ca*e  is  a  child  of  mine,  (boy,  two  years  old)  having 
yi*^  afflicted  with  intermittent  fever,  also  giving  or  present- 
er «TTiiptoms  of  worms,  which  was  sometime  in  the  fore  part 
/.  Juir  la^t.  Having  broken  up  the  ague  with  (quinine,  there 
F»*  yet  difficulty  existing.     Supposing  worms  were  present. 


fffije  worm  seed  oil  and  tarpentiiie  for  three  d&ys;  alter 
which  gave  heavy  dose  of  calomel  and  rhubarb.  Bowels 
were  moyed  freely,  but  expelled  no  womuu  Diarrhea  aod 
dietention  of  the  bowels  ensued,  for  which  I  gave  anodynesi 
and  applied  poultices  of  hops  and  vinegar  to  the  bowelSf 
which  partially  removed  the  difficulty  at  that  time;  then 
gave,  for  three  or  four  days,  oalomel,  ipecac  and  opium  in  al- 
ternating doses.  Continuing  the  hops  and  vinegar,  the  re* 
suit  was,  the  general  health  of  the  child  improved,  presented 
every  appearance  of  getting  well  for  about  three  or  four 
weeks,  at  which  time,  (July  28th,  '55,)  former  symptoms 
arose  again.  Diarrhea  set  in,  with  swelling  of  the  bowels. 
Pursued  the  above  course  of  treatment  again,  symptoms 
somewhat  modified  in  two  or  three  days,  when,  on  the  evening 
of  81st,  I  discovered  a  tumor  at  the  umbillicus.  Continued 
poultice  during  the  night,  on  the  next  morning  found  tumor 
ruptured,  puss  issuing  at  the  same  time,  a  large  lumbricoid 
worm  presented  at  the  orifice.  I  then  took  my  forceps  .and 
extracted  the  same,  it  measuring  11  inches.  On  the  next 
examination  found  another,  extracted  it;  length  10^  inches. 
This  last  was  followed  by  a  small  amount  of  fceces,  which  gave 
evidence  of  its  passing  from  the  inner  walls  of  the  intestines. 
Not  recollecting  anything  of  the  kind  in  my  text  books,  I 
was  for  a  moment  at  a  loss  what  to  do.  However,  after  dis- 
covering no  more  worms,  I  applied  pad  and  bandage  over  ths 
umbillicus ;  then,  supposing  there  were  more  worms  present, 
again  treated  the  case  for  woims,  using  spigelia,  followed  by 
castor  oil  and  turpentine,  expelled  none,  nor  the  appear- 
ance of  any ;  after  which,  I  gave  diluents  and  mucilaginous 
drinks,  with  opium  calomel  and  quinine.  Continued  poultices 
and  mild  laxatives,  under  which  treatment  the  tumor  gradu- 
ally became  less,  and  the  swelling  subsided,  and  the  bowels 
resumed  their  normal  size,  tenderness  gradually  subsided, 
orifice  of  the  tumor  continued  to  improve,  until  it  perfectly 
healed.  Has  had  no  symptoms  of  the  kind  since,  nor  inter- 
mittent fever.  He  is  now  hearty  and  healthy,  very  fleshy, 
as  regular  in  his  bowels  as  any  child. 
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ion  and  Ergot.     By  D.  M.  McCann,  M.  D.,  of  Napo- 
leon, Ohio. 

I  read  an  able  article  in  the  July  number  of  the  Lancet, 
by  M.  M.  Fallen,  upon  "vomiting  in  pregnancy."  The  whole 
teifc'>r  of  that  article  commends  itself  to  the  profession.    Every 
physician  of  experience  must  have  had  his  patience,  humanity 
aa<l  me«lical  skill  severely  tried  with  cases  of  the  class  refer- 
red to.      It  is  not  my  intention,  however,  to  trouble  you  or 
the   profession  with  extended  remarks,  but  premise,  as  ob- 
lerveil  by  Professor  Fallen,  that  it  is  now  the  judgment  of 
:he  enlightened  of  the  profession,  both  of  Europe   and  Ame- 
rica, that  abortion  is  not  criminally  wrong  when  adopted  to 
iave  the  life  of  the  mother,  and  that  it  is  only  by  this  means 
that  we  can  hope  to  do  so,  in  some  cases  of  vomiting  during 
ppe^ancy. 

Six  methods  have  been  proposed  or  collated  by  Professor 
Fallen  to  accomplish  this  object.  Among  these  he  prefers 
the  filiation  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  by  means  of  sponge 
?e&t«,  and  condemns  as  hazardous  the  puncturing  of  the  mem- 
h^n^«,  which  I  am  satisfied,  if  properly  performed,  is  much 
tie  mo*t  5afe  and  certain  plan.  I  have  often  performed  it 
in  this  way,  and  believe  I  can  safely  and  certainly  do  it  in 
*-»Ty  i'3£^.  My  manner  of  doing  it  is  to  first  pass  through 
•M  ris  nteri  into  the  uterus  a  small  gum  elastic  bougie,  armed 
viih  an  iron  wire  so  thin  that  it  will  retain  the  shape  I  may 
iif*iro.  With  this,  I  use  gentle  fon^e  ngainst  the  membranes, 
»cd  if  they  are  tough,  and  do  not  readily  lacerate,  I  withdraw 
Uii*  iK.n^rie  and  introduce  another  bougie,  armed  with  a  i>harp 
>MDte4l  wire.  The  point  of  the  bougie  being  cut  off,  so  that 
vh^n  the  point  of  the  bougie  rests  ngtiinst  the  membranes,  I 
'-an  press  the  wire  through  it  and  rupture  them.  Do  this 
^  ,wlj  and  carefully,  and  have  the  patient's  feelings  to  govern 
T«^i.  and  it  is  safe.  If  you  touch  the  walls  of  the  uterus, 
t  priokling  sensation  will  be  had  by  the  ])atie]it.  The  pla- 
T^Lta  has  no  feeling.  By  this  means  success  is  certain,  and 
ae  danger  imaginary. 
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As  soon  as  thii  is  performed,  to  eiunre  the  speedy  expul- 
sion of  the  foetus  or  emhrjo,  I  administer  ergot.  Firm  con- 
tractions of  the  uterus  will  ensue  from  the  use  of  this  drug, 
and  hence  that  which  is  most  to  be  feared  with  a  patient  al- 
ready weakened  by  vomiting,  vis.,  uterine  hemorrhage,  is 
obviated. 

But  does  ergot  produce  contractions  of  the  gravid  uterus  t 
Twenty  years  experience,  in  at  least  occasionally  using  this 
medicine  in  my  practice,  satisfies  me  affirmatively  upon  this 
question,  and  that,  too,  as  certainly  as  that  quinia  will  arrest 
the  chill  of  intermittent  fever. 

I  have  just  re-read  the  discussion  before  the  Cincinnati 
Medical  Society,  elicited  by  the  essay  of  J.  P.  Walker,  M.  D,, 
upon  ergot,  as  published  in  the  May  number,  1854,  of  the 
Lancet.  I  perceive  that  talented  and  candid  men  there,  as 
many  others  have  done,  bore  their  testimony  negatively  upon 
this  question.  With  me,  however,  I  have  never  been  disap- 
pointed when  I  exhibited  it,  and  hence  I  have  no  doubt  of  its 
specific  action.  I  have  used  it  in  every  stage  of  gestation. 
Allow  me,  however,  to  say  that  I  know  no  article  of  materia 
medica  so  liable  to  be  deteriorated  in  preserving  or  preparing 
for  exhibition.  The  growth  of  one  year  will  not  have  the 
same  efiect  in  similar  doses  of  that  of  another.  It  is  also 
much  modified  by  idiosyncracy  in  regard  to  dose.  I  am  sat* 
isfied  that  infusion  in  a  close  covered  vessel  is  the  best  way 
of  preparing  it,  being  sure,  however,  to  avoid  too  great  heat. 
Not  that  all  its  parturient  efiiscts  are  induced  by  an  essential 
oil,  which  escapes  by  the  application  of  exoessive  heat ;  for 
that  oil  isolated  with  me  has  failed,  while  the  whole  infusion 
has  not.  The  danger  ascribed  to  it  by  some,  from  excessive 
doses,  I  apprehend  is  all  imaginary,  and  other  causes  for  the 
danger  could  probably  be  found.  I  have  often  taken  an 
ounce  of  the  pulverized  ergot,  and  made  one  pint  of  infusion, 
and  directed  the  patient  to  drink,  at  an  interval  of  thirty 
minutes,  all  that  the  stomach  would  retain,  and  never  saw  the 
least  injury  result. 
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I  hare  a  professional  friend  who  deems  it  right  to  use 
tkis  agent  illegitimately,  and  he  informs  me  that  in  abort 
•jtte  Lundred  trials,  and  that,  too,  upon  persons  of  various 
a^e?  and  conditions  of  health,  he  has  administered  this  drug 
^ricT  to  the  use  of  anything  else,  and  he  <ilways  has  had  con- 
tractions of  the  uterus  to  ensue.  It  is  also  true  that  the  pa- 
tients— if  such  they  might  be  called — ^in  some  instances  took 
laree  doses  to  induce  ^^  pains."  If  this  is  true,  and  of  its 
iratL  I  have  no  doubt,  I  ask  the  sceptical  does  not  this  com- 
pUt^rly  aflSrm  this  question  ?  And  do  not  those  who  neglect 
V*  i:?«r  thi:»  agont,  loose  much  in  all  those  varied  conditions 
vhvre  a  firmer  contraction  of  the  uterus  is  so  much  required  ? 
In  further  proof  of  this  affirmation,  I  will  relate  the  follow- 

■aj  case : — About  eighteen   months  ago,  Mrs.  S ,  a 

mrrifd  lady  of  the  city  of  C ,  of  sanguine-nervous 

vzcpcrament,  called  upon  me  for  professional  advice,  being 

^  this  neighborhood.  She  informed  me  that  she  was  in  her 
tLlr-i  month  of  pregnancy ;  that  because  of  malformation  of 
a^  pelvic  bones,  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  deliver  her  of  a 
\.'i.u;:  child  ;  that  eminent  men,  with  whose  reputation  I  was 
SrNjaainted,  ha4l  declared  she  could  not  have  a  living  child. 

I  Lai  the  opinion  of  Dr.  T on  her  case,  and  upon  ex- 

ic:riati«.»n  found  a  diameter  of  less  than  two  and  a  half  inches. 
!  pr  •p*>«ed  an  abortion,  but  she  objected  as  she  had  had  ef- 
rn?  made  some  weeks  before,  and  a  failure.  I  in- 
3Ke«l  her,  however,  to  try  large  doses  of  ergot,  and  prepared 
fillj  an  ounce  of  it  by  infusion,  and  told  her  to  drink  all  she 
rrcld.  She  swallowed  all  of  it  in  less  than  four  hours ! 
When  she  began  to  take  it  she  was  in  excellent  health  and 
fT«e  from  all  pain,  but  before  two  hours  elapsed,  she  had  se- 
Tere  ""  cutting  pains/'  and  at  the  end  of  about  four  hours,  the 
'>«-Qieri  vas  dilated  so  that  I  could  introduce  the  point  of  my 
x&irz  finger.  To  expedite  labor,  I  then  ruptured  the  mem- 
TTUie.  and  the  embryo  and  placenta  were  soon  discharged, 
lad  m  leas  than  a  week  she  was  able  to  take  the  packet  and 
ran  for  home,  where  ihe  arrived  enjoying  reasonably  good 
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health.  This  ia  only  one  of  many  caaea  whidi  haa  pasaedimder 
mj  notice,  equally  plain,  and  that  the  partnrient  pains  is 
this  case  were  of  ergciie  origin,  is  as  evident  as  that  your 

talented  Prof.  W is  a  dis1>elieyerin  ergotism. 

I  opine  that  ergot  acts  as  a  stimulant  to  the  lower  spinal 
ganglia,  in  the  male  as  well  as  the  impregnated  female.  In 
proof  of  which  I  will  add  another  to  the  cases  heretofore  pub* 
lished.     (See  a  case  in  WMem  Laneeij  1854,  p.  619.)    Mr. 

M y  aged  twenty-six  years,  had  an  attack  of  )>ara]y8ia 

of  the  inferior  extremities.  Motion  was  eompletefy  suspended. 
All  the  usual  remedies,  such  as  fitictions  over  the  extremities,' 
caustic  issues  over  the  lumbar  region,  cathartics,  guiao^ 
strychnine,  &c.,  &c.,  were  fiilly  tried  for  months  without  any 
marked  benefit.  The  patient  was  then  remoyed  to  the  oen* 
tral  part  of  the  State,  and  his  physician  put  him  upon  the 
daily  use  of  ergot.  The  result  was  a  prompt  and  decided 
benefit.  He  is  now  conyalescent.  Certain  pathological  con- 
ditions of  the  spinal  cord  would  certainly  contra-indicate  this 
or  any  other  stimulant  directed  to  it.  The  sound  judgment 
of  tlie  physician  ought  to  determine  this. 


Eemarrhaffe  of  the  Uterus  from  FUbrom  Tmnor.    By  E.  B. 
Harrison,  Napoleon,  0. 

In  the  yarious  scientific  works  on  disease  of  the  uterus, 
we  find  that  this  class  of  tumors,  are,  almost  always  described 
a?  being  calcaneus,  or  at  least  cartilaginous.  And  from 
the  pathology  of  (hoi  particular  form  of  tumors  there  would 
not,  in  all  probability  be  hemorrhage.  In  Setct,  the  only 
symptoms  frequently  found  are  in  the  last  stage ;  and  caused 
by  the  bulk,  and  pressure  on  the  surrounding  organs.  Boyle 
records  a  case  in  which  the  tumor  is  described  as  being  first 
fleshy,  afterward  cartilaginous,  and  finaly  osseous.  But  in 
no  period  of  the  deyelopment  was  there  bleeding.  In  the 
Cyclopedia,  Prac.  Med.  Vol.  4,  page  605,  by  Dr.  Robert  Lee, 
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there  are  namerons  cases  reported,  all   of  which  have  a  ten- 
iencv  to  prove  that  calcarious  concretions,  discharged  from 
ttc  a:eru3,  originate  as  fibrous  tumors ;  the  researches  of 
Bkhat^   Knox,  Bums,  and  many  others,  sustain  this  view. 
The  treatment  in  this  variety  of  tumor  depends  of  course,  on 
tke  peculiarity  of  the  case,  the  general  plan  however,  is,  with 
a  view    of  increasing  the  absorbents  with  murcury  in  small 
doKrs    Ai^d  frictions  to  the  abdoman,  or  fly  blisters  iodine, 
€Cc.       When   the  tumor  is   of  large  size  and  impinges  on 
tfte  sarrounding  organs  impeding  their  functions  or  causing 
alteration,  removal   by  operation  is  suggested.     Prof.  Simp- 
fOD  has  performed  the  operation  by  enucleation,  destroying 
the  outer  coat  by  caustic  potash,  and  then  remove  the  tumor. 
Cbarchlll  speaks  of  a  severe  operation   performed  by  Dr. 
AUre  of  Philadelphia,  but  remarks,  <'I  do   not  think,  how- 
ever, tliat  the  chances  of  success  are  worth  the  risk.**    I  have 
Bet  with  Borne  cases  that  seem  to  be  of  the  fibrous  or  fleshy 
character   but  presenting  a  wide  difference  in  the  symptoms, 
•fri  I  thirik  a  description  of  them  may  be  useful,  at  least  to 
•oce    of    the   young   practitioners   that    read   the   Lancet. 
I'll*: -=  EXT  Condition. — Found  the  i)atient  much  reduced, 
^l^e  «mall  and  feeble,  skin  pale  and  slightly  yellowish,  gums 
V^-t-nel  frim  the  teeth  and  of  a  bluish  «ast,  appetite  poor, 
vweli  constipated,  disordered  primce  vice,  tinnitua  aarium^ 
iTii<»---pc  would  ensue  if  the  patient  was  elevated,  etc. 

pREViocs    History. — Mrs.   D ,  married,  aged  19,  a 

Br'Oth  previous,  while  engaged  in  the  household  duties,  was 
wAA^tAj  taken  with  severe  uterine  hemorrhage,  had  been 
re^ralar  for  some  months  previous  in  the  menstrual  flux, 
rmeral  health  good.  The  physician  called,  prescribed  Act. 
Phm.  opium,  cold  locally,  recumbent  position,  etc.  The  dis- 
searjre  ceased  in  duo  time,  and  the  patient  though  weakened, 
ifraui  persued  the  usual  avocation ;  in  a  few  days  the  hemor- 
na^  came  on  again  with  severity.  Tlie  patient  was  often 
free  {r>3i  the  flooding  for  three  or  four  days  at  a  time,  and 
iiring  those  periods  of  quiet  was  free  from  pain,  and  only 
ftfercd  from  debility   and  its  consequences,  there  was  no 
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diBcharge  of  unhealtliy  matter  from  the  vaginft.  An  exami- 
nation was  made  per  vaginom  but  disclosed  no  congestion  or 
abrasion  of  the  oSj  neither  could  the  Doctor  detect  polypus 
or  tumor,  the  os  was  but  slightly  dilated.  The  flow  was  so 
great  at  one  time  that  the  tampon  was  made  use  of,  the  whole 
list  of  astringents  were  used,  ergot  etc.,  but  as  before  men- 
tioned with  only  temporary  relief. 

Examination  and  Tbbatment. — ^When  caUed  to  see  this 
case  I  found  that  something  different  from  the  previous  treat- 
ment was  required  in  order  to  relieye,  or  the  patient  must 
sink.  I  suspected  polypus  or  prediculated  tumor,  and  was 
determined  to  make  a  thorough  search  for  the  cause  of  all 
the  trouble.  The  patient  had  just  been  flooding  and  the  parts 
in  consequence  were  much  relaxed.  Accordingly  I  had  the 
patient  placed  on  the  left  side  with  legs  drawn  up  etc.,  then 
introduced  the  index  finger  of  the  lift  hand  into  the  vagina 
and  passed  it  up  to  the  os  which  I  found  dilated  only  sufficient 
to  admit  the  point  of  the  finger,  the  os  however  was  dilateable, 
and  forced  my  finger  into  the  womb,  passed  it  carefully 
around  the  smooth  surface  of  the  neck,  but  could  detect 
nothing,  began  to  fear  I  had  mistaken  the  case.  I  then  had 
firm  pressure  made  on  the  hypo-gastrium  to  force  down  the 
uterus,  passed  my  ^nger  up  to  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  and 
found  an  elevation  half  an  inch  in  hight.  Passed  my  finger 
around  and  found  it  firmly  attached,  with  a  base  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  circular  in  form.  It  had  a  solid  feel  like  mus- 
cle; there  was  no  pain  on  ^pressure.  I  then  endeavored  to 
scratch  it  off  but  the  finger  was  too  much  confined  to  use  force 
sufficient  to  remove  it.  I  then  introduced  a  pair  of  polypus  for- 
ceps, guided  them  carefully  to  the  tumor,  and  removed  it  a  piece 
at  a  time,  the  pain  was  considerable,  the  bleeding  however  was 
slight.  In  about  fifteen  minutes  [from  jthe  commencement  of 
the  operation  it  was  all  removed,  I  ordered  tepid  vaginal  in- 
jections twice  daily  to  wash  away  any  particles  that  might 
jbe  thrown  off^  likewise  to  sooth  the  parts  and  guard  against 
inflammation  thi^t  might  result  from  the  handling.  Prescribed 
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Iron  and  soda  with  laxatives  of  rhubarb.  There  was  no 
more  bleeding  and  the  patient  made  a  quick  recovery.  In 
texture  the  sabstanoe  was  fibrous  the  fibers  running  parallel 
▼hh  each  other  from  base  to  apex  and  the  interstices  filled 
with  raflcalar  substance,  no  traces  of  cartilage  could  be  found, 
Bcstker  was  it  surrounded  with  a  coat  of  cellular  tissue  and 
bnce  the  flow  of  blood.  Dr.  Druitt  describes  fibrous  tumor 
ts  **  being  jellowish-white,  firm,  fleshy  with  few  blood  vessels 
nd  sometimes  containing  irregular  patches  of  bone  or 
cartilage.**  The  opinion  of  other  writers  we  have  noted  before, 
sotvithstanding  the  difference  between  the  proceeding  and 
BT  cased  I  think  each  of  them  contain  fibers  sufficient  to  be 
dused  under  the  head  of  fibrous  tumors.  I  have  met  with 
7V0  cases  so  similar  in  all  their  features  that  I  will  not  in- 
»de  further  on  your  patience,  by  a  minute  report.  The 
fieatment  in  each  case  was  precisely  the  same  and  the  lesult 
«q«aUy  as  satisfactory. 


^roctebtngs  of  SmUts. 


Jbnrtfy  lUjwri  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Cindnnati 
Medical  aoeieiy.  Reported  by  J.  B.  Atkins,  M.  D.  Rec. 
See>.     Jan.  2,  1856. 

Societj  met  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Fries.     President  in 
The  chair.     The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 


The  essay  being  in  order  Dr.  Litsenburg  read  a  report  of 
nmt  eases  of  orarian  tumor  in  connection  with  which  he 
■de  some  remarks  on  the  surgical  diagnosis,  t.  e,  the  distin- 
features  of  that  class^of  ovarian  tumors  which  can  bo 
It  involving  greater  peril  than  is  common  to 
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oAer  espital  dperationa.  Of  thoM  not-aiiieiiable  to  snrgieal 
iKferferenee  tkere  are  two  dMses,  oismplM  of  irhioh  are  gWwu 
Tke  OTarxMi  tumor  of  an  acato  iliflamatorj  or^in  and  rapid 
growtiby  the  surgeon  ehoiild  if  possible  aToid,  is  we  must  c6n- 
elfade  iiial  tbe  adhesions  wonld  be  found  extensiye  and  ex- 
tremely TasaularySnd  the  peritoniaum  for  a  long  time»  espeeiall j 
predisposed  to  inHasnmatorj  action ;  and  Aould  the  patient 
sturvire  the  chronic  peritontislailending  the  n^id  development 
of  >tlie  tinnory  it  fr^ently  dinunisbes  in  size,  so  that  she 
may  lire  many  years  in  comparatiTe  healthy  as  the  following 
case  will  illustrate. 

If  ay  27,  1849,  was  catted  to  see  Mrs.  P ,  found  her 

with  a  greatly  distended  abdomen^resembling  a  woman  at  about 
the  serenth  month  in  pregnancy.  The  abdomen  was  very 
tender  to  the  touch,  complnihed  et  a  feeling  of  painful  disten* 
sion.  Upon  careful  examinatioii  a  tumor  of  the  right  orary 
was  discovered,  fixed  and  very  little  eyidenee  of  fluctuation, 
she  stated  that  the  abdomen  commenced  enlarging  since  her 
confinement  three  months  previpps,  that  from  exposure  she  had 
an  attack  of  inflammation  (evidently  peritoneal),  for  which  she 
was  bled  and  actively  treated  for  about  two  weeks.  Advised 
her  that  no  operation  ^ould  b^  perforkned  with  any  degree  of 
hope  of  improving  her  condition,  that' so  soon  as  the  inflam- 
matory tenderness  should  entirely  subside  the  further  growth 
of  the  tumor  would  probably  be  suspended,  she  has  since  been 
d^vered  of  a  healthy  child,  and  during  her  pregnancy  the 
tumor  ^minished  in  sisa  aboM  one*third,  it  so  remains,  and 
she  now  enjoys  a  tolerable  degree  of  health. 

Oiwiaii  tumor  of  malignant  growth  should  not  be  touched 
with  the  knife.  Mrs.  8  ■■ ,-  iras  delivered  of  a  healthy 
child  about  the  1st.  of  February,  1855.  Six  weeks  afier,  she 
complained  of  inoontenenoe  of  trine  and  cough.  Previous 
to  her  confinement  she  had  been  a  remarkable  healthy 
woman,  and  the  mothifr  of  four  children,  the  eldest  six  years 
old.  Onmakingacarefol  examitetion  atuinor  of  die  right  ovary 
was  disoorered  about  six  inehes  bug  and  four  ikiches  broad, 
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rmther  tender  on  pressuro,  but  not  painful  when  at  rest.     Be- 
garded  it  a  case  of  acute  tuberculosis.     The  tumor  gradualljr 
iaereased  in  siie  with  increased  tenderness^  which  extended 
oTcr  the   whole  abdomen.     The  cough  becoming  very  dis- 
tressing with  profuse  expectoration,  extreme  emaciation,  chill, 
ttigfat  sweats,  diarrhoea,  etc.     She  died  in  the  early  part  of 
Jaly.     Xo  post  mortem  examination  could  be  obtained,  but 
tke  STmptoms  clearly  point  to  the  rapid  deposit  of  tubucular 
vatter  in  the  ovary,  and  coincidentally  on  the  lungs  as  their 


The   influence  of  pregnancy  on    development  of  ovarian 
&or.  the  following  case  may  serve  to  illustrate  in  some  de- 
gree. Mrs-  ,  aged  44,  imagined  herself  pregnant,  early 

ia  March  last,  she  is  the  mother  of  nine  children.  In  May 
she  reqaested  attention  to  her  case  on  account  of  some 
iSranpe  and  rather  painful  sensations  in  the  hypogastric  re- 
fion.  The  abdomen  had  enlarged  with  unusual  rapidity  :  on 
examination  the  left  ovary  was  found  enlarged  to  about  the 
■K  of  a  pint  mng — ^not  painful,  not  even  tender,  but  with  de- 
cided evidence  of  fluctuation,  it  had  formed  no  attachment 
to  the  adjacent  viscera,  and  had  great  mobility.  The  uterus 
was  also  enlarged  quite  as  much  as  it  ought  to  be  at  two  and 
a-half  months.  Prescribed  the  iodide  of  potassa  in  six  grain 
4d0cs  three  times  a  day  advising  her  to  use  the  very  smallest 
^aa&tity  of  food  upon  which  she  could  possibly  subsist.  On 
ike  first  of  June  the  uterus  and  tumor  were  of  about  equal 
oe.  and  this  relation  was  maintained  until  the  first  of  July 
vith  unmistakable  signs  of  pregnancy ;  from  the  middle  of 
JsIt.  until  the  present  time  there  has  been  no  sensible  altera- 
uoB  of  the  tumor.  She  was  delivered  in  November  of  a 
icakhy  child,  and  both  are  now  doing  well.  The  tumor  gives 
disdnet  evidence  of  fluctuation,  and  is  quite  as  moveable  as 
when  first  examined* 

It  win  not  be  necessary  to  make  any  remark  as  to  the 
jwits  iBToIved  in  the  preceeding  cases,  merely  stating  in 
)  to  the  last,  that  its  rise  was  coincident  with,  and  its 
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IHTOgresa  for  the  first  four  and  ft>half  mraibs  of  its  history 
was  equal  to  a  natural  pregnancy,  Irith  subsequent  arrest  of 
development. '  Nor  will  it  be  necessary  to  aHude  to  the  lite* 
rature  of  the  profession  on  this  subject,  oonfessedly  meagre, 
some  of  our  best  authors  passing  it  over  in  entire  nlence,  and 
two  amongst  the  most  distinguished  operative  surgeons  ia 
America  condemning  the  operation  altogether.  Pancoast  in . 
his  great  work  on  operative  surgery  does  not  even  mentioo 
that  such  an  operation  has  ever  been  performed,  and  professor 
Matter  in  his  lectures  utterly  condemns  the  operation  under 
all  circumstances,  aiid  denominates  it  ^  ripping  women  up," 
yet  the  statistics  of  the  operation  will  show  that  it  is  not  mora 
hazardous  than  amputation  at  thel  hip,  or  4ieing  the  sub* 
clavian,  either  of  which  is  undertaken  by  this  distinguished 
gentleman  without  a  moments' hesitation. 

For  his  own  guidiimce  he  hiui  laid  down  the  following  rules. 
1st.  not  to  operate  when  th^e  is  evidence  of  tuberculosis  w 
scrofula.  2d.  in  a  case  of  acute  inflammatory  origin  and  rapid : 
growth^  nor  in  any  case  where  there  has  been  recent  evidenoo 
of  peritoneal  inflammation.  8d  .that  the  simple  cystic  tumor  ii 
best  treated  with  the  trochar.  4th.  that  proliferous,  cystio 
and  compound  cystic  sarcomatous  tumors  are  best  treated 
by  the  knife. 

The  following  is  a  case  of  the  latter  class  of  tumors  copied 
from  case  book. 

April  29, 1855.  Was  called  upon  to  see  Mrs.  J.  B.,  cl. 
Boone  County,  Kentucky, '  iche  had  been  brought  by  her 
friends  to  the  village  of  Industry,  Hamilton  Coun^,  Ohio,  for 
surgical  relief.  Had  a  large  pelvo  abdominal  tumor  distend- 
ing the  abdominal  parietes  to'  Stidi  an  extent  that  any  sati»* 
factory  examination  could  not  be  had.  Reported  that  it  had 
been  growing  two  years,  but  yery  rapidly  for  the  past  six 
months.  That  it  commenced  on  the  right  illiao  region  and 
extended  across  the  abdomen  diagonally  upward  and  to  the 
left  side.  Some  solid  substance  was  detected  by  examina* 
tion  per  vaginanif  contracting  the  pelvic  cavi^,  yet  leaving 
the  uterus  in  titte,  and  could  be  moved  tolerably  freely  on  the 
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end  of  the  finger.     The  outline  of  the  tumor  could  be  felt  in 
&e  abdominal  cavity  by  hand  pressure,  with  a  firm  band  dir'- 
dmg  it  into  two  nearly  equal  parts,  giving  the  sensation  to 
Ike   touch    of  two  distinct   tumors;  the  one  occupying  the 
light  half  of  the  pelvis,  together  with  the  right  and  middle 
fortion  of  the  abdominal  cavity.   The  left  side  was  apparently 
filed  with  a  distinct  tumor,  yet  not  extending  so  low  into  the 
pelric  cavity.    The  wholoprcscted  distinct  evidence  of  fluctua- 
tion. 

In  consultation  with  Drs.  Leonard    and  Lindsey,  it  wri 
aereed  that  as  much  of  the  fluid  as  possible  should  be  aV 
itractod  at  once  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  more  satisfac- 
tory the  examination,  accordingly  a  medium  size  trochar  was 
introduced  two  inches  above  the  umbilicus,  in  the  linea  alba, 
and  sixteen  quarts  of  adhesive  albuminous  matter  discharged. 
This  did  not  allow  of  a  satisfactory  diagnosis  with  reference 
to   the   probable  amount  of  adhesions    between  this  enor- 
rnooR  diseased  mass,  and  the  adjacent  viscera.     On  the  19th 
of  May  the  trochar  was  again  introduced  two  inches  below 
the  nmhiliens  in  the  linea  alba,  and  fourteen  quarts  of  albu- 
Kinons  fluid  drawn  off.     The  tumor  then  gave  indications  of 
bein^  somewhat  fixed  by  adhesions,  but  the  two  tappings  had 
not  materially  diminished  the  bulk  of  the  abdominal  aspect  of 
the  body.    There  was  still  extreme  tension  of  the  abdominal  pa- 
rietes.  and  great  discomfort.   Tlie  emaciation  of  the  body  and 
extremities  extreme;  yet  the   appetite  was  good,  she  took 
sore  food  than  at  any  other  period  of  her  life.     She  felt 
that  her  vnnatural  appetite  was  shortning  her  days  and  con- 
itantly   added  to   her  discomfort.     She  beged  that  an  ope- 
ration  for  the  radical  extirpation  of  her  enemy  might  be 
performed.    She   declared  she  did  not  fear  the  issue,  yet 
the  had  been  candidly  informed  of  its  perils,  that  she  might 
£»  in  the  operation  or  in  a  very  few  hours  or  days.     But  she 
Iwged  the  more  importunately  for  this  last,  and  only  chanco  for 
ber  life.     On  consultation  with  Drs.  Lindsey  and  Leonard,  I 
eoneiaded  to  operate  for  what  we  believed  to  be  a  compound 
tnmor  of  the  right  ovary;  and  the  22d 
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of  May  Wito  appointed  for  the  operation.  On  the  afternoon 
of  the  2l8t  a  full  cathartie  was  adminiatered  of  oomponnd 
rhubarb  pill,  to  be  repeated  until  fwr  firee  alTine  evacuationa 
was  produced,  and  she  was  directed  to  make  her  first  meal  on 
the  morning  of  the  22d,  of  strong  beef  broiL  Half  an 
hour  before  the  operation  two  pints  of  warm  water  was  passed 
into  the  lower  bowels,  which  being  discharged,  together  with 
the  evacuation  of  the  bladder,  completed  the  preparation* 

The  linea  alba  was  marked  with  nitrate  of  silver  from  three 
inches  above  the  umbilicus  downwards  eighteen  inches  (the 
abdomen  reaching  to  near  the  knees,)  this  was  again  checked 
across  at  intervals  of  three  inches  as  marks  for  sutures,  the 
patient  coming  rapidly  under  the  influence  of  chloric  ether, 
the  operation  was  commenced*  An  incision  eighteen  inches 
in  length  through  the  Unea  alba  completely  exposed  the 
tumor,  which  was  found  adherent  to  the  walls  of  the  abdomen 
throughout,  to  the  omentum  major,  to  the  colon,  to  the  small 
intestines,  to  both  illiac  fosssa,  in  fact  the  whole  mass  weigh- 
ing more  than  forty  pounds  had  made  adhesions  with  the 
parts  adjacent.  The  pedicle  of  the  tumor  was  attached 
in  the  right  illiac  fossa,  and  about  one  inch  in  diameter. 
The  continuation  of  the  pedicle  in  the  form  of  a  hard  band 
extended  across  the  tumor  diagonally  upward  and  to  the  left 
side,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  two  distinct  tumors.  The 
adhesions  were  broken  up  with  the  hand.  The  cysts  (about 
seven  in  number)  were  opened,  with  the  history,  and  three ' 
gallons  of  fluid  caught,  about  one  gallon  of  which  appeared 
to  be  yellow  pus.  The  pedicle  was  secured  by  a  double  ligi^ 
turo,  a  sufficient  length  of  pedicle  was  left  in  the  pelvic  cavity 
to  reach  the  lower  boundary  of- the  tegumentary  wound.  A 
hair  pin  was  passed  through  the  tegumentary  tissues  one  inch 
above  the  lower  point  of  their  division  and  the  pedicle  liga- 
ture securely  attached  to  it  by  a  few  turns  of  the  figure  of  8, 
BO  that  the  end  of  the  podido  and  all  of  the  ligatures  remained 
withuot  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum  and  buried  in  the 
fat  of  the  lowest  point  of  the  tegumentary  wound.  The  ab- 
domen was  closed  with  four  sutures  passed  through   the 
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tissaea,  the  vhole  covered  with  long  adhesive  strips.  The 
pelvic  and  abdominal  regions  of  the  body  were  invested  with 
%  roller  bandage  six  inches  wide,  made  of  cotton  flannel  and 
tke  patient  placed  in  bed  on  a  hard  mattrass.  Two  hours  after 
the  operrtion^^-complains  of  no  pain — pulse  130  and  soft. 
Takes  one  grain  of  opium  in  pill  every  three  hours,  and  one 
and  a  half  hours  after  each  pill  quarter  grain  of  murate  mor- 
fJiine  in  solution,  drinks  barley  water,  ( two  ounces  barley 
to  tvo  pounds  of  water,)  with  ice  as  much  as  is  desired. 

2->l.  A.  M.  rested  well  during  the  past  night,  pulse  116 
Las  more  volume,  no  pain,  has  passed  urine  twice  without  the 
catheter,  feels  hopeful.  The  opium  and  morphine  to  be  con- 
tinoed,  drink  the  same. 

24th.  A.  M.  has  had  no  discomfort  during  the  past  twenty- 
four  hours,  pulse  112  with  favorable  volume.  Continued 
treatment. 

2oth.  9  A.  M.  pulse  110,  sleeps  well,  feels  well,  treatment 
ike  fame. 

Hmh.  9  A.  M.  symptoms  still  favorable,  pulse  106,  ban- 
dage reapplied  and  treatment  as  before. 

27th.  much  the  same  as  yesterday,  pulse  98,  wound  shows 
•am*?  disposition  to  suppurate,  smells  a  little  offensive,  re- 
s^jvcil  the  bandage  and  adhesive  strips,  but  find  little  cleansing 
Be?e««arj,  dressing  re-applied  and  treatment  continued  as  be- 
fvr'-. 

2^th.  has  some  abdominal  distension,  pulse  104,  tightened 
ike  b.inilage  and  continued  treatment. 

2r*th.  9  A.  M.  is  not  so  well  this  morning,  complains  of 
paiafiil  distension  of  the  stomach.  One  grain  calomel  to  be 
idled  to  each  pill,  to  be  taken  as  before,  the  morphine  in- 
creased to  one  third  of   a  grain  every  three   hours,  and  the 

bhlowing  mixture. 

ft  Anisi   Sem.         3iij 
Manna  Opt.         Si 
Aqua,  fervent  is  Sviij         M. 
Mttceraper  hjra,  dein  cola  et  adde. 
Blagnea  Carb.         3iij 
3iM  to  be  given  every  two  hours  till  the  bowels  are  moved. 


'  80th.  4  o'dbdc  A.  M.  Has  htA  an  nnoomfortable  mglit ; 
pube  120,  Buffers  from  abdominal  pain  andsome  nausea.  Filled 
the  reetnm  with  warm  water^bnt  it  was  disdiarged  without  reHef. 
Jbitrodneed  a  large  reetmn  tabe  ten  inohes,  and  through  it 
passed  three  pints  of  warm  water  whieh  was  immediatdjr 
diseharged  with  a  great  quantitj  of  gas ;  expressed  great  ve* 
lief|  pulse  fell  16  beats  in  one  hour.  She  is  importunate  for 
food  and  declares  she  is  starring— -ordered  six  ounces  o(  betf 
soup  erery  six  hours,  the  calomd  to  be  discontinued,  opimn 
and  morphine  as  yesterday. 

Slst.  9  o'diock  A.  M.  Ib  much  improTed,  is  again  hopefiri, 
pulse  94,  has  had  three  alme  eracuations  without  pain,  sila 
up  during  her  dejections,  urinates  freely,  has  no  pain — ^woond 
looks  healthy,  m<Mrphine  to  be  discontinued — stakes  a  pill  con- 
taining one  grain  of  opium  every  two  hours — the  beef  soiqp 
as  yesterday,  and  is  allowed  one  tea  spoonful  of  brandy  every 
three  hours,  and  squirrel  l^g  at  evening. 

June  Ist.  9  o'clock  A.  M.  Much  as  y^terday,  pulse  90, 
desires  a  larger  aDowance  of  food,  sutures  removed  and  the 
treatment  continued. 

2d.  Doing  as  well  as  could  be  desired,  pulse  90,  opium  pill 
every  three  hours,  confined  to  six  ounces  of  chicken  mmp 
every  six  hours. 

8d.  Is  very  cheerful  to  day,  bandage  adjusted  and  opium 
continued— diet  the  same  as  yesterday. 

4th.  Has  had  three  alvine  evacuations  with  tenesmic  pain 
durimg  the  past  night,  pulse.  iSO,  continued  the  opium,  and 
give  a  quarter  grain  of  mcnrphine  every  three  hours.  Diet, 
six  ounces  soup  evry  six  hours* 

5th.  9  o'clock  A.  M.  Is  cheerful  again,  pulse  80,  appetite 
good,  one  half  of  the  pedicle  ligature  has  come  away,  wound 
is  found  closed  except  at  the  point  where  the  ligature  passes, 
sits  up  in  bed — no  pus — no  pain,  no  thirst,  treatment  continued 
except  the  morphine  which  was  suspended. 

6th.  Feels  remarkably  well  this  morning,  pulse  80,  desires 
more  food,  and  to  sit  in  a  rocking-chair.    Made  a  careful 
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fttion  of  the  remaing  ligature,  and  found  the  end 

wt  the  pe^cle  adherent  to  the  lips  of  the  wound,  and  knot  on 

Ike  Hgmtnre  without  the  caTity  of  the  peritoneum,  the  ab- 

iwhinal  carity  is  closed ;  esteem  her  beyond  all  danger,  yet 

casfined  her  to  the  bed,  allowing  her  to  set  up  one  fourth  of  the 

opium  continued,  ten  ounces  of  soup  every  six  hours. 

From  this  time  till  the  18th,  the  symptoms  remained  about 

be  aune.     The  opium  was  gradually  withdrawn  and  the  food 

1;  on  the  8th,  the  remaining  ligature  was  found  loose 

remored,  one  close  dressing  closed  the  wound,  and  she 

to  her  home  in  Kentucky  on  the  22d  day  after  the 

fpcrmtion. 

On  the  22d  day  of  August,  (three  months  after  the  opera- 
UDB),  I  met  her  in  the  Tillage  of  Industry  she  had  walked 
ire  miles  that  morning,  and  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  eicel- 
kat  hemlth.  I  haye  heard  from  her  within  a  very  few  days 
Anmgh  m  medical  gentleman  (Dr.  Shamlin,  of  Burlington 
Keatm^  j),  she  declares  that  her  health  is  better  at  the  present 
^B  erer  before  in  her  life. 

In  condosion  I  will  recapitulate  some  of  the  points  of  in- 
iBvst  in  this  ease. 

1st.  No  preparation  of  the  patient  was  attempted  Turther 
Aan  the  complete  eracuation  of  the  bowels. 

Sd.  She  was  kept  fully  under  the  influence  of  chloric  ether 

iaiwtg  the  operation  and  dressing. 

Sd.  The  largest  liberty  was  taken  with  unimportant  struc- 

§,  and  consequently  the  embarrasment  of  tugging  a  large 

through  an  insufficient  tegumentary  opening  avoided. 

4th.  Ihe  pedicle  ligature  was  constantly  kept  without  the 


5th.  She  was  kept  constantly  under  the  influence  of  opium ; 
taking  eight  grains  and  two  grains  of  morphine  daily,  for 
fsvieen  dnys,  the  influence  was  maintained  constantly,  evenly 
md  to  the  extent  she  would  bear,  demonstrating  the  great 
md-inlammmtory  power  of  the  drug  in  wounds  of  the  peri- 
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Qtiu  for  flood  aad  drink  die  took  only  ieed  barley  water  for 
the  first  nine  days,  and  no  solid  food  for  fifteen  days. 

Dn  F&IB8  related  ihe  following  case.  In  Maroh  last  lie 
was  called  to  see  a  lady  who  came  to  this  city  for  medical 
adrice.  She  then  presented  all  the  appearance  of  a  woman 
at  full  term  of  utero  gestation.  Having,  upon  examinaticfn 
and  the  history  of  the  case,  satisfied  himself  that  it  wiis  one 
of  ovarian  tumor,  and  one  suitable  for  an  operation,  he  ad- 
vised accordingly :  laying  before  the  women  and  her  friendt 
the  dangers  liable  to  occur.  After  mature  consideration  she 
decided  upon  having  the  tumor  removed.  Some  slight  pre- 
paratory treatment  was  ordered,  consisting  of  aperients  and 
light  diets.  During  this  course  she  was  attacked  with  severe 
pain  in  the  right  side,  with  considerable  tenderness  on  pres- 
sure, and  with  jome  slight  pain  in  the  back.  The  former,  to 
which  his  attention  was  most  particularly  directed,  was  re» 
lieved  by  the  application  of  leeches,  etc. ;  the  pain  in  the 
back,  however,  became  more  severe  and  alternating.  Upon 
examination  per  vaginam  a  foetus  of  about  two  and  a  half 
months  was  discovered,  which  was  shortly  afterwards  expelled. 
The  operation  was  consequently  defered  for  about  six  weeks. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  assisted  by  some  of  his  medical 
friends,  he  proceeded  to  operate  for  the  extirpation  of  the 
tumor.  An  incision  was  made  about  ten  inches  in  length 
through  the  Unea  alba.  The  peritoneum  was  found  closely 
adherent  to  the  walls  of  the  sac,  and  without  being  aware  of 
it  both  cavities  were  opened  at  once,  allowing  a  large  quanti<iy 
of  fluid  to  escape.  The  adhesions  extended  the  whole  length 
of  the  incision,  and  supposing  the  same  condition  to  exist 
throughout  the  whole  extent,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
evacuate  the  fluid  and  allow  the  sac  to  remain,  and  depend 
upon  injections  to  prevent  a  re-accumulation  of  the  fluid,  the 
wound  was  accordingly  closed.  Six  days  afterwards  the  tu- 
mor was  found  to  be  filling  rapidly,  and  on  the  tenth  was 
nearly  as  large  as  before  the  operation.  Nausea  was  exceed- 
ingly troublesome.     The  next  day  the  cicatrix  burst  open  and 
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sdbcharge,  mast  foetid,  flowed  from  the  wound.     The  sac 

z^n  emptied  and  closed,  and  injections  of  nitrate  of 

were    used  for  three  or  four   days.     Diarrhea  set  in 

vhk    nausea,   which    nothing    seemed   to   allay.     Various 

lioMi  Other  injections  were  tried  without  avail ;  finally  extir- 

fa&on  of  the  sac  was  determined  upon,  which  was  accomp- 

fiihed  without  much  difficulty,  the  adhesions  extending  over 

about  one-half  the  surface  and  easily  detached.     The  pedicle 

VM  mDowed  to  remain  within  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum 

■Bached  to  the  ligatures  passing  through  the  lowest  point  of 

^  incision.     The  wound  was  again  closed,  but  no  adhesions 

^H)k  place ;  the  nausea  and  diarrhse  continued,  and  death 

dbMd  the  scene  seven  days  after  the  removal  of  the  tumor. 

Ee  considera  the  great  error  in  this  case  was  in  not  complet- 

a{  the  operation  at  first,  when,  he  has  no  doubt,  it  would 

mn  been  successful.    No  man  should  be  deterred  from  com- 

ffetlng  an  operation  of  this  kind  when  commenced,  no  matter 

vias  may  be  the  opinions  of  those  around. 

Dr.  Blackmak  operated  on  Saturday  two  weeks  ago  in  Cov- 
a<^>a,  for  OTarian  tumor.  This  woman  had  been  tapped  several 
iae».  and  for  the  bst  time  five  days  before  the.  operation ;  dur- 
a;  d.at  time  the  tumor  luid  regained  its  usual  dimensions.  On 
z^  removal  it  weighed  about  twenty-two  pounds.  The  ad- 
'jB^ytis  were  few  and  easily  broken  up.  The  pedicle  was 
dt,  m  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum  attached  to  the  ligatures 
v::LoQt.  He  never  saw  a  wound  heal  more  readily,  even  of 
ue  extremities;  no  bad  symptom  followed,  not  even  nausea 
T2aeh  she  always  suficred  from  after  tapping.  The  fatal 
foi-A  being  within  eight  days  from  the  operation,  she  may 
X  ec-n»idered  out  of  danger.  With  regard  to  cases  having 
iK£n^ve  adhesions  to  such  structures,  interference  with 
viica  would  endanger  life,  he  would  scarcely  have  courage  to 
inet^d  to  the  removal  of  the  sac.  As  some  cases  of  spon- 
ire  hod  been  reported,  he  would  give  one  which 
under  his  notice  some  years  ago.  The  woman  was 
with  a  seyere  pain  in  the  left  side.    Adhesive  in- 
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flammation  took  place,  and  vlceratioii  into  the  rectmiy 
thnmgh  which  the  fluid  was  discharged. 

Dr.  MussxT  says  that  Dr.  Bimbal,  who  had  operated 
more  than  any  man  in  Massachnsette,  was  in  the  habit  of 
making  an  exploring  operation,  when,  if  extenaiye  adhenons 
were  present,  he  declined  any  fiirther  interference.  He  pnK 
poses  when  next  he  operates  to  cut  the  sutores  short  and  leave 
them  within  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum.  One  case  of  spott* 
taneous  cure  had  come  under  his  notice.  The  tumor  hil 
existed  for  twelye  years,  and  during  that  time  she  bore  thiM 
children.  When  cafled  to  see  her  she  was  suffering  firon 
acute  peritonitis  and  extreme  tenderness  in  the  right  ride^ 
Being  led  to  infer  from  subsequent  examination  that  the  ad- 
hesions were  extensire,  he  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  opa^ 
rate.  Tapping  was  resorted  to  with  considerable  subsideMe 
of  the  tumor.  It,  however,  filled  again  and  burst,  the  fluid 
passing  off  by  the  vagina.  He  was  unable  to  discover  th# 
point  at  which  the  communication  took  place,  but  from  thi 
patency  of  the  os  uteri  and  the  sensations  of  the  woman,  ha 
was  led  to  infer  that  it  was  through  the  walls  of  the  utemSL 
The  fluid  discharged  was  albuminous,  clear  and  somewhat 
brownish.  It  filled  twice  subsequently,  and  was  discharged 
in  the  same  manner.  She  has  had  no  return  of  it  since,  now 
some  years. 

Dr.  Blackman  asked  if  any  fatal  cases  had  been  knowa 
to  follow  the  use  of  the  trochar.  He  was  present  at  a  discna* 
sion  of  this  subject  some  years  ago  at  the  London  Mediod 
Society,  when  eleven  cases  were  reported  by  Dr.  Carmichael 
Smith,  which  had  proved  fatal  from  puncture  of  the  epigastrie 
artery.  The  method  exnployed  by  Dr.  Bimbal,  though  a 
good  one,  could  not  be  relied  upon  in  all  cases,  as  instanced 
in  that  reported  by  Dr.  Fries,  which  presented  complete  ad- 
hesion  anteriorly,  though  probably  free  posteriorly. 

Dr.  MussET  remarked  that  Dr.  Bimbal  did  not  rely  merdy 
upon  the  amount  of  adhesion  discemable  anteriorly,  but  by 
means  of  a  silver  catheter  passed  around  the  tumor,  he 
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to  detannine  the  amount  of  adhesions  internally  and 
iorl J.  He  has  never  seen  any  danger  from  the  use  of 
I  trodiar,  but  has  known  mistakes  to  arise  from  neglecting 
fmm  the  catheter  into  the  bladder.  That  organ  in  a  dis- 
state  from  the  retention  of  urine  has  been  pronounced 
tamer  and  tapped  as  sach. 
AaMOR  was  interested  in  the  tubercular  form  of  de- 
of  OYarian  tumors,  as  spoken  of  by  the  essayist, 
f^  regarding  the  ovaries  as  exempt  from  tubercular 
With  regard  to  the  physical  diagnosis  of  ovarian 
,  perciisaion  will  aid  in  distinguishing  it  from  ascitis. 
OTarian,  the  tumor  rises  in  front  of  the  intestines, 
a  doll  aeund  on  percussion,  but  deep  on  the  pelvic 
tarn  some  resonance  will  be  found.  In  ascitis,  on  the  con- 
■■7,  the  intestines  floating  in  the  fluid  will  be  situated  suf- 
the  sur&ce  to  give  resonance  at  the  superior 
i ;  but  when  the  intestines  are  more  fixed  dullness  will 
It  Huufested.  In  ascitis  the  wave  on  percussion  will  be 
wmde^t  throughout ;  in  ovarian  tumor  it  will  be  confined  to 
At  ioaits  of  the  tvmor. 

He  vo«ild  ask  what  has  been  found  to  be  the  result  of  injec- 
Mi  ott  the  disease.  Prof.  Ackley,  of  Cleveland,  has  been 
in  5  or  6  cases.  The  plan  adopted  by  him,  and 
he  botieves  to  be  original,  consists  in  passing  exploring 
tliroii^  the  walls  of  the  cist,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
adhesive  inflammation.  When  this  is  accomplished, 
at  the  point  of  adhesion  and  injects  with  iodine. 
Da.  MvwBKT  has  used  iiyections  twice,  which  has  caused 
apeat  deal  of  snfering,  without  producing  any  benefit. 

Dft.  ButcnLAM  said  he  knew  of  one  case  where  injections 
UfWfedfiUaL 

Da.  MCBSBT  said  that  his  father  was  in  the  habit,  when 
te  ttBor  vas  eomposed  of  several  sacs,  having  drawn  ofi* 
At  flad  from  the  superficial,  he  passed  a  catheter  through 
^  and  with  it  discovered  the  next  point  of  fluctua- 
I  retaining  it,  he  passed  in  a  sharpened  stilet, 
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with  wUeh  «a  apening  was  madey  and  ths  eaiiiiU  puslMi 
through,  and  the  fluid  withdraini. 

Db.  Gabbou  made  tome  remarks  en  the  aeeessitj  of  eaie^ 
fill  diagnoais,  some  cases  of  nstnral  pregnaaoiesy  to  his  oim^ 
knowledge,  had  been  pronounced  oyarian  tumor. 

Dr.  Wright  had  no  intentim  to  engage  in  the  disonssieii 
of  any  branch  of  the  subject  under  consideration,  but  \m 
would  answer  an  interrogatorj  presented  by  Prof.  BlacknuHk . 
About  three  months  since  he  was  inyited  by  a  medical  fnmA 
to  visit  a  patient,  &  young  lady,  suffering  from  an  oyarian  tn^-' 
mor.  It  was  then  confined  mostly  to  the  right  iliac  regioBi^ 
that  is,  the  solid  tumor.  From  the  sise  and  shape  of  ikM 
abdomen  it  was  evident  that  a  softer  structure,  perhaps  i^ 
cyst,  constituted  a  part  of  the  diseased  structures,  althou|^ 
no  fluctuation  wU  detected.  The  abdomen  continued  to  wmA 
large,  breathing  was  interrupted^  and  the  patient  was  beoocw 
ing  more  and  more  feeble.  Two  or  tkree  weeks  ago,  dw; 
oonditipn  of  the  patient  teemed  to  demand  tapping.  It  w«f 
performed,  and  about  three  gallons  of  thiek,  ropy  moliflsoiii 
like  material  was  slowly,  and  with  difficulty  dischargel: 
through  a  large  sised  canula.  In  leas  than  forty-eight  hours 
the  case  terminated  fatally.  An  autopsy  revealed  extenaifv 
adhesions,  a  solid  ovarian  tumor,  weighing,  perhaps,  three  or 
four  pounds,  a  single  cyst,  filling  the  abdomen,  anil  still  eon^ 
taining  a  oonaiderable  portion  of  fluid.  Ko  fluid  had  escaped^ 
from  the  opening  m;^e  by  the  trocar. 

It  is  probable  that  many  «ases  of  ovarian  tumor  would. 
yield  to  m>propriate  treatment  employed  at  am  eariy  period. 
But  the  patient  remaining  in  good  general  health  may  not 
discover  the  swelling  until  it  has  attained  considerable  site. 
Success,  in  three  cases,  by  the  internal  and  external  use  «C 
iodine,  has  given  me  considerable  confidence  in  the  efficacy 
of  the  remedy^  and  especially  if  the  tumor  consists  of  meri: 
hypertrophy. 

Associated  with  hysteria,  a  awelling,  perhaps,  of  t^e  sig*< 
moid  flexure  of  the  colon,  has  had  to  a  belief  in  the  existence. 
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rf  orarian  tumor.     And  many  points  of  interest  might  be 

giren  in  connection  with  it,  if  time  allowed. 

We  have  mnch  to  learn,  or  rather  to  discover,  respecting 

the   treatment   of  ovarian  diseases,  for  these  diseases  are 

aore  numerousi  than  the  every  day  practitioner,  not  hav- 
Wf,  O7>portiinities  for  post  mortem  examinations,  is  led  to 
Wtiere. 

The  OTaries,  in  a  diseased  as  well  as  healthy  condition,  ex- 
acise  a  control  over  the  functions  of  other  tissues.  Leu- 
chorrboea,  of  an  intractable  character,  is  often  treated  as  an 
•rieinal  disease ;  while  it  has  been  superinduced  and  con- 
avilei  bj  morbid  states  of  the  ovaries.  In  my  possession 
a«  KTeral  specimens  of  ovarian  disease.  In  one  there  is  a 
■caber  of  calculi,  in  another  a  quantity  of  hair  and  fat ;  the 
bcufr  hard  like  lumps  of  tallow :  in  another  the  vesicles  arc 
lalar^ed  and  diseased,  and  so  on.  The  persons  from  whom 
ie*e  specimens  were  removed  after  death,  suffered  much 
&aB  leacorrhoea  during  her  life,  doubtless  as  a  secondary 
Action. 

It  may  be  that  after  we  shall  have  detecte<l,  by  careful  di- 
acae^es.  ovarian  disease,  or  even  after  having  felt  justified  in 
apposing  it  to  eiist,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  summon  to  our 
mA  any  certain  agent  of  cure.  But  we  can  at  least  with- 
»M  those  remedies  which,  under  some  conditions,  would  be 
■rfdl  in  lencorrhoea,  as  annoying,  if  not  injurious.  Even  in 
3Si  an  important  point  is  sometimes  gained. 

Flu  WoODWABD  said  cases  of  ovarian  tumor  had  been  met 
wA  in  his  practice,  As  far  as  he  recollects  the  results  of 
"M  cases  operated  on,  which  were  few,  was  as  follows.  One 
w  operated  on  by  Dr.  Chamberlain ;  died  the  second  day. 
The  next  was  also  fatal,  and  the  third  also.  One  case 
aaa  been  reported  in  Philadelphia,  which  was  fatal,  caused 
tr  breaking  extensive  adhesions,  and  from  hemorrhage.  This 
J  I  much  larger  mortality  than  presented  by  the  essayist, 
ai  woald  ask  with  such  statistics,  have  we  any  right  to  con- 
i-Tw  the  operations ;  is  it  because  by  doing  so  we  may  gain 
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a  litde  eclat  at  operators,  that  we  thus  p^  the  life  «f  a 
patient ;  or  are  we  merely  led  by  the  eolicitation  of  the  w<^ 
inaii  to  jeopardise  her  life  for  the  sake  of  relieving  her  from  a 
discyue  not  necessarily  fatal,  and  with  which  she  may  live  in 
comparative  comfort  for  many  .years?  He  would  ask  the 
question,  if  by  an  operation  we  cut  short  the  life  of  a  pat^enl^  ^ 
is  such  an  operation  warrantable  ?  r^^^ 

.  D&.  LrrsBNBiTBa.said  Ihe  statistics  .of  Dr.  Woodwaid 
needed  some  correction.,  4^  ^^  ehAeB  which  he  has  been 
able  to  collect,  showed  only  itrnturtfjity  of  1  in  8.  With  r^ 
gard  to  depopits  of  tuber^olaf  nu|^^Jthe  ovary,  he  would 
state  that  in  a  post  mortfp  piaaili^tiqn^  jp  which  disease  of 
the  heart  had  prov^  lSk(b  $i/mi^iii^^di^^ 
filled  with  taberodoiu  mattery  aiid  a  sci|TJms  qfifiitiDn  ot'the 
uterus.  .   .    ;r;:    ^    .!:  fx        s  ■ 

llie  presence  «of  ascites  wo]dd  not  pf event  Iu%cpenllBg  An^ 
an  ovarian  tumor.  i..  .        ,-,:•  -^  9^  r    .>^ 

Dr.  Blagkman  said  thi^  if  ihe  qpeqrtakm  Inrovarialqp^f 
should  be  abandoned  from  its  relative  mortality,  theij 
would  also  extend  to  other  operations,  wbieb,  when  coi 
do  not  present  results  more  favorable^    lake,  for  inq|piioi|]h» 
the  ligation  of  the  subclavian.  ^I^hasnow  bf^ndoneJifeiyH 
instances,  and  has  proved  fiitalin  64;  the  cafptid,  in  #1^0Mi- 
200,  with  a  mortality  of  1|  in  8  or  4;  thefeffiaral  IJqJ^ 
Mr.  Fenwick,  in  his  extensive  stati8tics^of  amputatioiy,  gflgjii 
a  mortality  of  1  m  8.    Nelalon,.of  Pans,  reports  a  faofff/i^ 
lity,  after  amputations,  of  l(^in  12.    ])r.  Atlee  repo^,^ 
cases  of  ovaiis{tomy,  with  a  mortaliiy  of  1  in,  8.    Widi  df^r 
an  array  of  facts  we  connot  be  called ^|pon,toselinqpdf4i.4^ 
without  extending  jibe  f»me  objections  to  ^:  others,  j^  -^  y^^ 

Db.  Woodwabd  daimed  the  premises  antenable^jy^^ 
tions  such  as  Dr.  B,^dcfyibed,  are  nof  ni^jlevtskiui,  exosptthe 
condition  of  the  pn^M*  will  .p^dmH  of  ns^  ^1^  alternative. 
Oan  the  gendeqMUi  for  ,i^  jaon^  1^98^  1^  operation  for 
aneurism,  lAifii;  nisj^%Mt|  fwijeftji^  theiife  of  the  patient 
in  the  same  ]%K|(  as  %|l  Jpf  aii||^|k::tQBuar9  with  which  life 
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■ay  be  prolonged,  withoat  interference,  for  many  years  T 
On  the  danger  ^f  an  operation  which,  as  represented,  de- 
■ands  a  sacrifice  of  one  lif(d  in  every  three,  be  reconciled  with 
^  tririal  amonnt  of  suffering  complained  of,  and  from  which 
ake  inplorea  the  surgeon  to  relieve  her  by  an  operation. 
Baa  Ae  eaa  fully  appreciate  the  consequences  cannot  be 
«gcd ;  impressed  with  the  idea  common  to  human  nature,  that 
al  are  mortal  but  ourselves.  He  would  not,  however,  op- 
poee  the  urgent  request  of  a  patient  for  the  operation  of 
evariotomy,  provided  there  remained  to  her  a  good  constitu- 
vigor,  and  a  reasonable  belief  in  the  mind  of  the  ope- 
r,  after  a  careful  diagnosis,  that  the  adhesions  were  not 
ive  or  seriously  complicated. 
Da.  Blackman  stated  that  statistics  showed  the  duration 
«f  liie  witk  ovarian  disease  did  not  extend  beyond  8  or  4 
yasrs ;  wbereas,  popliteal  aneurism  has  been  known  to  exist 
tm  10  wears,  nor  does  it  now  often  demand  the  ligature, 
Asaka  to  tke  Dublin  surgeons,  who  introduced  and  were  the 
inatowM  the  compression  successfully. 
Dl  Cbumb  related  a  case  where  72  pints  of  fluid  had  been 
1  bj  the  trochar,  no  injection  was  used,  and  the  tumor 
filling.  The  health  of  the  woman  was  much  im- 
in  the  meantime. 

18  years  ago  he  was  called  upon  to  operate  for  ova- 
ry which,  however,  was  found  to  be  a  case  of  tubal 
;  about  ten  years  previously  she  was  supposed  to 
It  m  labor,  and  thus  eontinued  for  two  weeks.     When  all 
i  vanished,  she  enjoyed  good  health  for  a  year, 
\  again  attacked  with  what  were  supposed  to  be 
,  which  again  disappeared.  This  occurred  ten  times 
\  ibe  end  of  10  successive  years.    During  the  last  four  oc- 
tbe  Dr.  was  present,  and  at  each  time  a  palpable 
ibrane  was  thrown  off.     The  operation  for  ova- 
ly  was  then  determined  on,  and  tubal  foctation  was  dis- 

^  Bfcacuf AH  spoke  of  the  accidental  twisting  of  the 
TOL.  xvn.— 12. 
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pediole,  whieh  luui  oftoted  the  desdi  of  thd  iromsn,  present- 
ing another  argent  motive  in  fiiiTor  of  the  operation. 

Medical  New9. — ^Dr.  Kbausx,  C!hairman« 

Paslo  Montegazia,  a  Lombardian  phyrician,  proved  by  ex* 
perimentB  on  animals,  that  neither  stryehnine  nor  hydrocya- 
nic acid,  when  brought  into  contact  with  a  nerve  that  has 
been  laid  bare  and  isolated,  act  directly  by  the  nenr^ 
upon  the  centres  of  the  nervous  system,  but  the  poison  is 
always  resorbed  by  the  capillary  vessels  entering  the  neuri- 
lemma of  the  respective  nerve;  for  no  symptoms  of  poison- 
ing whatever  came  under  observation,  after  the  circulation 
had  beei^  stopped  by  tying  the  large  blood  vessels  and  excis- 
ing the  heart. 

Giovanna  Battista  Franchine,  of  Sarsana,  highly  recom- 
mends dnchonine  as  a  very  efficient  ranedy  in  hysterical  af- 
fections, especially  for  gastralgia,  lenchonhea,  want  of  energy 
of  volition,  and  for  obstinate  hysterical  vomiting.    In  other 
neuralgic  diseases,  the  remedy  was  not  found  equally  usefol* 
Kletozinsky  says,  in  the  Wiener  Zeitschrift,  that  the  pre- 
parations of  iron  given  in  cases  of  chlorosis  or  anaemia,  are 
not  resorbed  at  all.     He  found  repeatedly,  and  without  any 
exception,  that  nearly  all  the  iron  taken  by  himself,  re-ap- 
peared within  86  hours  in  his  foeces.     If,  nevertheless,  the 
therapeutical  efficacy  of  iron  in  the  diseases  mentioned,  is  an 
indisputable  fact,  its  mode  of  action  is  to  be  explained  in 
some  other  way  than  by  absorption.     He  adopts,  therefore, 
Hannon's  theory,  that  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and   other 
gases,  normally  found  only  in  the  inferior  third  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  are  formed  in  chlorotic  persons,  already  in  the 
small  intestines,  or  even  in  the  stomach,  where  they  produoe 
the  dyspeptic  symptoms  so  common  with  such  patients,  and 
by  combining  with  the  iron,  contained  in  the  food,  into  indis- 
soluble compounds,  withdraw  from  the  red  cellules  of  the 
blood  one  of  their  essential  constituents.     To  prevent  this 
loss  of  iron  by  the  gases  named,  not  only  the  preparations 
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et  iron,  bat  %  gremt  menj  of  the  metallic  salts  may  be  of 
service,  for  instance,  the  nitrate  of  bismuth  and  the  salts  of 
■afiganese,  the  efficacy  of  which  the  author  has  sufficient 
epportunity  to  re-affirm. 

Benhold,  of  Gsettingen,  mentions  the  tannic  acid  and  the 
ti&ctare  of  gall  nuts,  as  an  excellent  means  to  prevent  and 
rmte  chiUblains.  He  makes  local  applications  with  two  drams 
of  tannine  dissolved  in  six  ounces  of  water.  The  itching 
and  burning  sensation  generally  subsides  within  from  two  to 
three  days ;  and  ulcers,  produced  by  frost,  commonly  heal 
■nder  the  same  treatment  in  less  than  eight  days. 

Dr.  Morits  tells  in  the  Prager  Vcreinszeitung,  that  he  treats 
Tahces  in  the  following  manner:  He  touches  the  varicose 
rein«  after  it  has  been  moistened,  with  a  stick  of  nitrate  of 
slrer,  ontil  some  burning  sensation  ensues.  Eight  days  after 
thcr  eschar  being  thrown  off,  the  vein  has  contracted.  In 
»(Mt  cases  one  cauterisation  is  sufficient ;  sometimes,  however, 
is  is  to  be  repeated.  He  succeeded  in  curing  in  this  way 
i»ldiers,  who  were  dismissed  from  military  service  on  account 
of  their  varicose  veins  disabling  them  to  march. 

Dr.  Friedresch,  in  Wurxburg,  reports  the  case  of  a  man 
nffering  from  emphysema  and  hernia  of  the  lungs.  The 
kemia  appeared  only  during  some  paroxysms  of  the  cough, 
aad  disappeared  again  as  soon  as  the  paroxysm  was  over.  It 
caa9e«l  very  severe  pains,  depending,  in  his  opinion,  on  the 
aiMen«ion  of  the  costal  pleura.  The  tumor  was  seen,  as  all 
cciiers  of  the  same  kind  which  are  on  record,  at  the  point  of 
/■action  of  the  oostal  cartilages  with  the  costal  bones.  There 
itemA  to  exist  some  predisposition  for  the  formation  of  a 
heiXLia  in  this  region,  being  left  uncovered  by  the  external 
aLrTco«tal  nmscles. 

The  flame  physician  has  written  an  essay  on  typhoid  fever, 
vk^h  eontains  some  valuabFe  i^imarks. 

la  nearly  all  cases,  which  came  under  his  observation,  di- 
arrikea  was  present.  The  only  exception  observed  was  in  the 
cv«  of  a  man  who  had  recently  rccoyered  from  an  attack  of 


lead  eolie.  Nor  did  thia  same  patient  exhibit  any  aymptenui 
of  the  nsaal  aieotiona  of  the  respiratory  organs. 

The  spleen  was  always  found  to  enlarge  within  the  first 
week  of  the  disease.  The  volume  of  this  organ  either  in* 
creased  gradually  or  at  intervals,  in  the  same  way  it  dimin- 
ished. In  grave  cases  the  tumor  persisted  up  to  the  stage  of 
re-convaleBcenoe,  sometimes  repeatedly  enlarging  again,  after 
it  had  begun  to  shrink.  Tenderness  of  the  left  hypochon* 
driao  region  was  complained  of  by  the  patient  only  as  long 
as  the  spleen  was  enlarging.  The  fever  in  most  instances 
declined,  when  the  spleen  commenced  to  shrink.  The  author 
contradicts  Traube's  assertion,  that  a  merely  typhoid  intu- 
mescence of  the  spleen  can  not  be  perceived  by  the  touch, 
although  he  admits  that  a  tumor  of  the  spleen,  accompanying 
or  following  intermittent  fever,  imparts  to  the  finger  a  feel- 
ing of  greater  wei^t  and  oompactness. 

The  aphony  was  not  always  found  to  depend  on  inflamma- 
mation  of  the  larynx  or  the  pharynx,  especially  not  when 
making  its  appearance  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  disease.  It 
is  to  be  referred  to  the  atony  and  relaxation  of  the  vocal 
muscles,  the  similar  condition  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the 
intestines  producing  costiveness  at  the  same  time. 

Finally,  he  reports  a  case  unexpectedly  terminating  fatally 
on  the  17th  day  of  the  disease,  by  obstruction  of  the  pulmo- 
nary arteries,  caused  by  coagula  of  blood,  which  had  appar> 
rently  been  formed  during  life  in  the  right  iliac  vein,  where 
torn  fragments  of  the  coagilum  were  found  firmly  to  adhere 
to  the  wall  of  the  vessel.  The  patient  was  chatting  with  one 
of  his  room-fellows,  when  he  suddenly  threw  his  arms  about, 
made  some  deep  and  snorting  respirations,  and  expired  in  a 
few  minutes  before  the  attending  physician  had  arrived. 

To  relieve  the  cough,  the  powder  of  cochineal,  ten  grains 
of  it  given  a  day,  was  foui|^  highly  beneficial.  The  sul- 
phate of  quinine  did  not  diminish  the  volume  of  the  spleen, 
when  being  enlarged  after  the  patient's  recovery  from  the 
fever. 
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I>r.  Feiaeel,  in  AHenna,  refntcB  Rokitansky's  opinion,  that 

the  copper^red  color  of  syphilitic  eruptions  of  the  skin  is 

ffrodnc<^d  by  the  specific  dyskrasy  of  syphilitic  persons.     Ho 

does  not  deny,  that  the  quality  of  the  blood  may  have  some 

skare  in  it,  but  the  distension  and  new  formation  of  capillary 

Teasek*  faroring  the  stagnation  of  the  blood  and  the  imbibi- 

tioD  of  its  coloring  principle  into  the  adjacent  tissue,  is  the 

yroximnte  cause  of  the  color.     This  was  not  only  proved  by 

■icroecopical  examination,  but  can  be  seen  also  with  the 

naked  eje,  especially  on  papulsc,  formed  on  the  margin  of  the 

eyelids,  or,  in  general,  on  tender  provinces  of  the  skin,  on 

the  mamma,  the  groins,  and  so  forth. 

B.  Langenbeck,  in  Berlin,  (Deutsche  Klinik)  prefers  the 
PMection  of  the  nasal  process  of  the  superior  maxillary  bone 
te  every  other  method  recommende<l,  in  order  to  get  access 
tt»  naso-pharyngeal  polypi.  The  semi-oval  incision  of  the 
ikxn«  made  by  him,  extends  from  the  inner  comer  of  the  eye 
along  the  ridge  of  the  nose  towards  the  nostril  of  the  same 
kde.  After  having  diasected  the  flap,  thus  circumscribed,  he 
prides  the  nasal  cartilages  from  the  bones,  introduces  a  short 
pointed  saw  throngh  tbe  division  into  tlie  inferior  meatus, 
and  reflects  gradually  advancing  the  nasal  process  of  the 
^per  jav,  a  portion  of  the  lacrymal  bone,  the  nasal  bone 
lad  inferior  concha  of  the  nose.  The  whole  operation  can 
ke  performed  in  five  to  eight  minutes.  No  serious  conse- 
iwfpceg  are  observed  after  it  and  polypi,  which  had  frus- 
traneoualj  been  operated  for  several  times,  were  radically 
ivBoved  without  any  difliculty.  Nelaton*s  and  d'Ornella's 
Bethod  of  dividing  the  soft  palate  and  resecting  the  hard 
•ce.  do  not  render  easier,  in  his  opinion,  the  removal  of  po- 
Wfi  at  the  base  of  the  crane,  while  the  resection  of  the  su- 
fmor  maxillary  bone,  as  performed  by  Robert,  Maisonneuve, 
XKhau  and  Flaubert,  for  the  same  purpose,  seems  to  him 
ssjniitifiable. 

I»E.  Blackman,  in  reference  to  tlie  report  of  Langen- 
herk's    operation   on    the    maxillary  bones,    says    it    was 
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performed  some  yean  ago  by  Dr.  Mott,  of  New  York,  and 
also  by  Dr.  Syme,  of  Edinburg.  He,  tb^refore,  eannot  claim 
priority  in  tbia  operation.  Witii  regard  to  naaal  polypi,  it  is 
almost  imposaible  to  tell  wbere  an  operation  will  end,  as  the 
extent  of  tbe  disease  cannot  be  determined*  Instanced  one 
case,  which,  in  connection  with  Prof.  Parker,  be  tied  boA 
carrotids,  (having  previously  sncceeded  by  ibis  means  in 
another  case).  This  did  not,,  however,  sacceed  in  checking 
the  rapid  growth.  The  fireeiing  process  was  then  tried,  and 
continned  for  six  weeks,  until  the  whole  side  of  the  face  was 
frozen  off,  when  the  tomor  was  found  connected  with  tbe 
brain. 

DiL  Casboll  spoke  of  tbe  beneficial  effects  of  decoction  of 
tobacco  in  chillUains,  relating  s<»ne  cases  in^point. 

Application  for  BIbhbsbships  : — ^Dr.  Blackman,  recom- 
mend by  Drs.  Wright  and  Woodward ;  Dr.  J.  T.  Helm,  re- 
commended by  Drs.  Walker  and  Atkins ;  Dr.  B.  F.  Bichard- 
son,  recommended  by  Drs.  Fries  and  Armor;  8.  B.  Tom- 
linson,  recommended  by  Drs.  Wood  and  Walker. 

A  list  of  the  mortality  of  Cincinnati  for  the  past  year, 
was  furnished  to  the  society  by  Dr.  Hughes,  also  a  request 
from  that  gentleman,  that  the  society  petition  the  Legislature 
to  pass  a  law  making  it  incumbent  on  the  officers  of  ceme- 
teries to  furnish  statistics. 

A  Committee  having  been  already  appointed  by  the  State 
Society,  this  was  supposed  unnecessary. 
Adjourned. 


§eHelD8  anb  Itotices. 

On  ike  OrfoMc  IH9e(U€$  mnd  Funeiumal  JHuoMte  of  ike  Stomach. 
By  Gborob  Budd,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  S.,  ProfiMSor  of  Medicine  in 
Kings  College,  London ;  late  Fellow  of  Caius  College  Cam- 
bridge. Samuel  S.  and  Wiluam  Wood,  261  Pearl  Street  New- 
York.  1856. 
Most  of  onr  readers  hsTS  seen  some  of  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Budd» 

that  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  London  Medical  Times. 
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An  vho  huwm  perased  anj  part,  have  found  them  so  fnll  of  instruc- 
tioB  tliat  they  have  looked  with  eager  impatience  for  more.  In  thin 
▼olnmie  the  complete  series  of  lectures  on  the  stomach  is  offered  to 
the  profeatoion.  Some  of  which  are  now  presented  for  the|  first 
There  is  no  other  work  extant,  that  gives  so  comprehensive  a 
of  the  various  affections  of  the  stomach,  and  certainly  none 
iting  from  higher  authority.  It  was  published  simultane- 
by  Samuel  8.  &  William  Wood,  of  New-York ;  and  by 
Wanrhard  A  Lea,  of  Philadelphia.  Both  editions  are  for  sale  by 
H.  W.  DerbT. 


Am  ImirodmiiMm  to  Pharmacy  :  designed  as  a  Text-Book  for  tie 
Simdemi^  amd  qm  a  Ouide  to  the  Physician  and  Phartnacsutist. 
WUh  wMjf  FormHias  and  Prescriptions.  By  Edward  Parbish, 
pradoaie  in  Pharmacy ;  Member  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
PkAfiBacy,  and  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association ;  and 
principal  of  the  School  of  Practical  Pharmancy,  Philadelphia. 
Vrith  two  hundred  and  forty-three  Illustrations.  Philadelpliia  : 
Blascbabd  a  Lba.    1856,  pp.  544. 

In  ia  not  to  he  expected  that  the  medical  practitioner  can  devote 
moGgh  of  his  time  to  pharmacy  to  become  a  practical  pharmaceu- 
titf,  bat  he  should  give  it  sufficient  attention  to  acquaint  himself 
Aoffooi^j  with  its  general  principles.  This  is  important,  that 
hi  Bay  avoid  the  [administration  of  inferior,  or  insufficient  drugs, 
^m1  tbat  be  may  make  judicious  combinations  in  his  prescriptions. 
Thin  work  is  a  plain,  practical  treatise  on  pharmacy,  admirably 
sailed  to  tbe  wants  of  the  physician  and  pharmaceutist.  In  one 
pafftictilar  it  commends  itself  to  the  medical  profession,  viz  :  the 
various  new  remediefl  that  have  been  recently  introducc<l  into  the 
oulosnie  of  medical  agents,  have  received  that  consideration  which 
m  due  to  their  value. 

Aa  a  fair  sample  of  the  style  of  the  book  we  will  quote  the 
aaechor's  remarks  on  the  preparation  of  cod-liver  oil. 

-  Cod-ii^er  oU  is  latgcly  prepared  upon  our  New  Englnnd  roast 
wM  that  of  Newfoundland,  in  ci^nncction  with  the  co<1-fiHherie8. 
TVne  different  commercial  varieties  are  proilucctl,  which  vary  in 
aiatiry  aeconling  to  the  skill  and  careexpendM  in  thfir  preparation. 
PaU  todAirer  oil  is  prepared  in  New  Kngland  by  putting  up  tho 
bvk  livers  anil  throwing  them  into  water  in  a  large  tank  arrange<i 
far  ^  applieatioB  of  bwt.     A  fire  being  kindled,  the  oil  rises  to 
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the  sur&oe  and  it  sldniiiied  off;  by  ttondiiig,  erea  afiar  being  bar- 
relledt  a  deposit  separates  which  allows  of  the  dear  oil  being  racked 
off.  It  is  abundant  in  our  markets  within  a  few  years  being  used 
exclnsively  as  medicine,  and  comanding  a  price,  by  the  gallon,  (kT 
fronl  #2  50  to  18  00. 

The  other  most  common  Taiiety  is  the  dmrkhxuMm  oil.  Hie 
livers  being  thrown  into  a  heap  eizposed  to  the  snn,  are  thns  allowed 
to  become  decomposed,  and  the  oil  is  collected  as  it  flows  out  from 
the  corrupting  mass.  The  dark  brown  oO  iii  rancid,  having  a  dis- 
agreeable empyrenmatic  odot,  and  a  taste  which  is  bitter,  beside 
being  acrid,  as  in  the  other  case.  It  is  used  extensivdy  by  cur- 
riers.   Its  price  is  usually  about  91  per  gallon. 

The  pale  broum  cod-liver  cU  is  intermediate  in  its  properties 
between  the  foregoing ;  it  is  by  some  preferred  to  either,  and  by 
several  consumers  with  whom  I  have  met  it  is  said  to  disagree  less 
with{  the  stomach.  Hiis  variety  is  not  so  common  in  commerce. 
Many  dealers  do  not  procure  it  at  all.  I  have  obtained  it  by  the 
gallon  at  from  91  2d  to  91  76  per  gallon.  There  are  all  gradea 
of  quality  between  the  finest  and  commonest  oils. 

The  following  description  of  the  Neufwmilemd  manufactures,  it 
will  be  seen,  ditifore  from  that  of  New  England,  though  the  three 
varieties  produced  are  here  diflermtly  named ;  it  is  compiled  from 
an  article  by  Dr.  Edward  H.  Robinson,  Am,  Jmam.  Pharma.,  voL 
zxvi.  p.  1. 

On  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  the  fish  are  obtained  within 
from  one  to  five  miles  from  shore,  and  if  the  day  be  favorable^ 
the  fisherman  fills  his  boat  (which  is  small)  at  least  twice  during 
the  day.  As  soon  as  the  boat  is  filled,  they  are  taken  on  jAkom 
and  handed  over  to  the  women  and  childrain,  who  split  the  fiMi  for 
drying,  carefully  putting  the  livere  into  a  dean  tub  or  some  other 
article  used  for  the  purpose.  All  of  the  fish  being  thus  prepared, 
and  spread  on  sheds  to  dry,  the  livers  are  carried  to  a  cool  placa 
where  they  are  kept  until  evening,  by  which  time  another  boat 
load  of  fiish  has  generally  been  obtained.  Treating  this  second 
lot  as  the  first,  the  livere  are  now  all  put  toother  in  a  laige  sbal- 
iow  vessd  of  iron,  usually  about  five  feet  square,  and  three  in 
depth  ;  which  vessel  is  again  inserted  into  another  and  larger,  which 
is  set  into  masonry  and  partly  filled  with  water.  A  fm  is  then 
kindled  under  the  outer  vessel  and  kept  burning  until  the  greater 
part  of  the  oil  has  been  separated  from  the  livere.  The  fire  is  then 
extinguished,  and,  when  cool,  the  oil  is  dipped  out  and  introduced 
into  new  or  dean  casks.  What  oil  remains  in  the  livere  is  now 
pressed  out,  but  not  being  of  as  good  quality  as  that  made  without 
pressure,  it  is  put  into  a  separate  cask,  constituting  an  Jpferior 
quality.  The  casks  containing  the  oil  are  now'put  in  a  cool  plaot, 
and  undisturbed  for  five  or  six  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time  a 
considerable  sediment  has  fallen,  leaving  a  pure  oil  on  the  top,  which 
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is  carefnUj  drawn  off  «ndpnt  into  other  casks  ;  the  oil  is  now  fit  to 
ke  aent  into  market.     Tnis  constitutes  the  best  quality  of  cod- 
lirer  oil.     The  color  of  this  variety  is  a  pale-yellow,  having  a  spe- 
cific gravity,  at  GS**  P.,  of  .9240  ;  has  a  slight  fishy  taste,  though 
noC  very  disagreeable  to  most  persons,  leaving  an  impression   of 
amiicy  on  the  fanoes.     In  some  parts,  where  the  fisherman  is  too 
p«ar  to  purchase  the  water  bath,  the  fresh  livers  are  put  into  a  com- 
Bon  iron  pot  used  for  domestic  purposes  ;  moderate  heat  is  then 
applied.     Aa  soon  aa  the  livers  are  somewhat  broken  down  and 
icnened,  they  are  taken  from  the  pot  and  introduced  into  a  coai-se 
can  w  Ikag,  and  by  pressure,  the  greater  part  of  the  oil   is  forced 
ecL    This  variety  is  not  of  quite  as  fine  quality  as  that  made  with 
ihr  fteam  bath  ;  the  color  is  rather  darker,  has  a  slight  empyreu- 
■arir  iMnte,  and  is  apt  to  leave  a  pccidiar  burning  sensation  in  the 
finnpr   when    swallowed,   which   is  perceptible  some  time    after. 
Another  variety,  of  an  inferior  quality,  is  made  in  larger  vessels 
which  remain  at  sea  for  weeks  together  without  going  to  the  shore. 
The  method  of  obtaining  this  variety  is  as  follows  :  As  fast  as  the 
bh  are  caught  and  dressed,  the  livers  are  thrown  into  barrels  placed 
an  icck.  the  topa  of  which  remain  uncovered.     The  livers  are  ex- 
psMvi  to  the  action  of  the  sun's  rays,  decomposition  soon  ensues, 
ami  the   oilj  matter  separates.     That  part  which  first  rises  to  the 
tsp  ia  akinimad  off  and  put  into  a  separate  cask.    The  color  of  this 
i«  yellow  approaching  to  a  brown.     It  is  commonly  known 
oil.     The  commonest  variety  of  all  is  made  from   the 
ita  of  the  casks  from  which  the  straits  oil  has  bci'n  drawn, 
la  thia  variety  complete  putrefaction  has  taken  place.     It  is  of  a 
iVT  dark  color,  has  an  extremely  offensive  smell,  and  is  more  dis- 
than  the  other  varieties.    This  is  known  as  bank$  oil," 


Of  covrae  all  practical  pharmaceutist  s  will  purchase  this  book, 
md  it  should  he  in  the  library  of  every  physician,  if  only  to  be  re- 
faivi  to  in  cases  of  special  embarrassment.  For  Fale  by  Moore 
Wbtadi,  Keys  A  Co. 


of  ike  Practice  of  Medicine.  By  George  IIilaro  Bar- 
um.  M.  A.,  M.  D..  Cantab,  Fellow  of  tluj  Uoyal  College  of 
Pfey^iciana  to  Guy's  Hospital ;  to  the  Maiden  Hospital ;  and  to 
tV"  Philanthropic  Society.  With  additions,  by  J).  Francis 
i>xkJie,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians ;  author  of 
-  A  practical  TreatihC  on  tlio  Disease  of  Children,"  etc.  Phila- 
aeiphia  :  Blaxchard  k  Lea.     1856.    pp.  007 

T^  value  of  this  Manual  Kci*nis   to  consist  in  its  being  a  con- 
on  of  the  extensive  area  of  practical  meilicinc  into  convenient 
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dimensions  for  tbe  use  of  stndrats  sad  jonng  prsciilioBers ;  and 
in  its  freedom  from  specnlsHye  tJieories,  as  the  author  claims, 
to  have  presented  nothing  that  has  not  been  Terified  in  his  own 
experience,  although  to  gain  the  merit  of  originality  has  not  been 
his  aim. 

The  connection  of  Dr.  Barlow  with  Gaj's  Hospital,  one  of  tha 
Uugest  in  London,  and  his  intimate  association  with  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  practitioners  of  that  Metropolis,  has  given  him 
a  large  and  varied  experience  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  whidi 
most  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  any  work  coming  from  his  pea. 

In  the  arrangement  of  his  subjects  the  author  has  followed  doseljr 
what  he  calls  the  *'  Natural  History  of  disease,''  examining  the 
phenomena  as  they  present,  successfully  to  the  practitioner  at  the 
bed  side  of  his  patient.    For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby. 


On  handoffing,  and  other  cperationa  pf  Mimr,  Swrgery,  By  F.  W. 
Sarobnt,  M.  D.,  Member  of  the  Col^ge  of  Physicians  of  Phil*- 
delphia ;  one  of  the  surgeons  to  Will's  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  New 
edition,  revised  and  enlsjiged.  With  one  hundred  end  eighty-one 
Illustrations.    Philadelphia ;  Blahchabd  h  Lea.  1856.  pp.  867. 

A  work  that  has  been  so  long  and  favorably  known  to  the  pro- 
fession as  Dr.  Saigent's,  Minor  Surgery,  needs  no  commendatioii 
from  us.  We  would  remark,  however,  in  this  connection  that 
minor  surgery  seldom  gets  that  attention  in  our  schools  that  its  im- 
portance deserves.  While  the  young  graduate  is  thoroughly  dril- 
led in  tbe  details,  of  the  operations  of  lithotomy,  excission  of  joints, 
and  ligatingthe  innominata  and  primitire  illiac  arteries,  he  is  seldom 
able  to  perform  the  operation  of  vinosection,  extract  a  tooth,  or 
dress  a  simple  wound  with  neatness  and  dexterity.  Our  laiger 
works  are  also  very  defective  in  their  teaching  on  these  small  practi- 
cal points.  This  little  book  will  supply  the  void  which  all  must 
feel  who  have  not  studied  its  pages. 

The  present  edition  contains  many  important  suggestions  not 
found  in  sny  other  work.  For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys 
4  Co. 
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MEDICAL   COLLEGE   OF   OHIO. 

The  commencement  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  took  place 
m  t}ie  Amphitheatre  of  the  College  on  Monday  evening,  the  25tli 
i2«L  A  \mt^  concourse  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  preticnt  to 
vjJDMv  the  cemnonj  of  conferring  the  Degrees. 

TSk  aiidress  of  President  J.  P.  Foote  was  listened  to  by  an  in- 
aio^ed  and  attentive  audience. 
Thp  Taledictory  was  delivered  by  Prof.  Warder,  and  i-eflected 
eh  crailit  on  the  learning  and  ability  of  its  author. 
T):x^  present  session  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  has  been,  in 
■J  r<*pect«p  one  of  signal  success,  and  may  be  regarded  as  au 
»t  of  the  future  prosperity  of  the  institution.  Tlie  Faculty  arc 
iC  i£  the  prime  of  life,  acti\'ely  and  enthusiastically  devoted  to  their 
^4e<»aion,  and  to  the  building  up  of  a  great  Institution  of  medical 
MamiiajBr  in  Cincinnati.  To  the  accomplishment  of  this  they  are 
fU^l — and,  notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  that  have  for  a 
tm^  jcQiTonnded  the  Institution,  this  pledge  will  be  redeemed  in  the 
Anrv  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 

Ihiring  thepaat  session  an  unusual  interest  has  been  given  to  the 
K^fx-tji  of  clinical  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  Commercial  Hospi- 
ttL  cB-lar  the  teachings  of  Professors  Annor  and  Blackman.  The 
^Bi(i«r  of  interesting  cases,  both  medical  and  surgical,  that  wen) 
■lUM.ute'i  to  the  class,  daring  the  session,  has  seldom  f)een  equalle<l 
m  the  history  of  the  school. 

The  nam lier  of  students  in  attendance  during  the  past  session 
«»b  n-»i  ^o  great  as  in  former  years  ;  but  it  may,  we  think,  be  safc- 
19  afErmei  that,  there  never  went  out  from  the  Medical  College  of 
*Hi<»  a  better,  more  thoroughly  disciplined  and  enthusiastic  gradna- 
^u:  ^lai^fr  than  the  present. 
Th*  f'.'llowing  18  a  list  of  their  names  : 

A«»B  C  R Ohlo'Lwtlng  (I.  C Kentncky 

^s»eti  W    R PeunlMoor©  W.  S Ohio 

&«*&'  F   N Ireland, Mileham  Sainl Kentucky 

C«-««-n«p|  W.  A OhioPerryO.H Coun 

<:«r9^at/>r  if    W "      RoodG Wlic'n 

O-^*.  Jmmiw  if Indiana  Sharp  E.  C Ohio 

S«-rv:J      R "     SIgafowJ ••        " 

E'.>iiT  R.  D Kentucky  .Stewart  G.  H Kentucky 

l^miMjS    D "     1 

TV?  honormrj  degree  was  conferred  on  the  following  named  gen- 
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tiemen :  Dr^  Wm.  8.  Bfttett  of  BmHiifidd,  Ohio ;  Dr.  Oeoige  Mc- 
Cook,  of  Pittsbnigh,  Penn.,  and  Wm.  Johnson,  (Jennantown  Ken- 
tucky. 


"  HKRBINO'8  HOmOPATmO  DOMBSHO  PHYSICUir." 

We  seldom  approach  the  stagnant  pool  of  qnackery,  near  enoii^ 
to  stir  it  tip»  even  with  a  '*  long  pole/'  hot  the  following  extracts, 
taken  from  Herring* $  Bdmeopaikie  DomnHc  PkifMan/'  have  heen 
kindly  fiimished  hy  a  medical  friend,  and  we  think  them  too  good 
(  "over  the  left"  )  to  he  lost,  so  we  give  them  an  insertion  for  the  ed»- 
fication  of  the  readers  of  the  Lancet : 

*'  Intermittent  fevers  originate  in  many  sitoations,  and  still  ofteii- 
er  at  various  times  in  the  year ;  commonly  from  the  evaporation 
of  wet  sand,  and,  indeed,  when  dry  weather  sets  in,  during  spring 
and  fall.  Whoever  can  remove  from  such  situations  at  these  pe- 
riods, should  do  so ;  hot  th^  who  cannot,  should  reflect  that  much 
depends  on  his  sleepiog  room ;  he  should  he  careful  to  keep  it  venj 
dry,  to  keep  the  chamber  closed  in  the  eveniqg,  but  air  it  some  honn 
about  midday,  to  put  the  bed  ftff  from  the  wall,  and  where  it  is  poa» 
sible,  to  let  tke  head  lie  tamurd  the  eautk.  In  damp  dwellings  when 
persons  have  to  sleep  in  basement  apartments,  an  experiment  may 
be  made  with  stone  coal.  Hake  abed  of  stone  coal  six  inches  big^ 
under  the  straw  matrass,  or,  if  they  have  to  sleep  on  the  floor, 
batton  the  boards,  a  foot  high,  and  make  the  bed  on  it.  Whoever 
has  them,  should  spread  old  silk  garments  under  the  sheet,  and  wear 
a  silk  night  gown.  Those  who  are  obliged  to  work  in  the  open 
air,  whence  fevers  predominate,  may  sometimes  ward  off  the  diseaae 
by  carrying  a  little  bag  of  bark,  powdered,  near  the  pit  of  the 
stomach  next  to  the  skin.  If  they  have  formerly  had  the  fever, » 
relapse  may  be  prevented  by  strewing  some  sulphur  in  the  stocking. 

The  linen  should  be  thoroughly  warmed  ;  the  best  method  is,  to 
have  the  linen  nibbed  by  the  hands  of  a  healthy  man  everywhere, 
until  all  the  smell  of  the  lihen  is  gone,  which  should  generally  be 
done  with  all  the  patient's  linen.  *  *  *  In  the  second  period, 
when  the  attacks  are  more  established  and  the  patient  feels  nothing 
between  them,  is  the  fever  more  difficult  to  cure  ;  in  this  case  if  the 
homeopathic  remediee  do  not  succeed,  it  may  be  checked  ly  hark,  not- 
withstanding, in  some  cases  bad  after  complaints  may  arise.    In 
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ae  lAst  stage,  when  the  spleen  or  liver  are  ah^eady  swollen  we  should 
be  gnaried  a;:ain4t  much  hark  or  quinine ;  it  oulj  accelerates,  in 
»o»t  castfs,  dropsy  and  other  after-complaints.  The  homeopathic 
tTwtmeni  can  td  thit  period  hut  elovdy  afford  relief  and  the  beet 
fUm  is  to  ctmsuii  a  homeopathic  physician. 

*'  Lying  oneetlf  sore.  This  may  often  be  avoided  when  a  vessel  of 
water  is  placed  under  the  patients  bed,  and  renewed  every  day. 
Also,  br  wetting  the  red  or  sore  place  with  very  cold  water,  or  lay- 
^  a  vei  cloth  on  it.  A  soft  buckskin  may  be  laid  under  the 
Mi-clot  bes,  tlie  hair  tamed  under  and  the  tail  end  touHird  the  feet  of 
ikr  patient,  and  by  these  mean^  it  may  be  either  avoided  or  cured." 

Aha  !  How  oft*  oar  efforti  fail. 
To  Ileal  Md  fores,  that  will  premil 
0*er  fleohteee  bones,  wliere  e'en  the  skin 
Has  failed  of  strenf  th  to  hold  them  in. 

Now  here  we  leain — the  deer-skln*s  tail 
Has  virtne  that  wUl  much  afsil ; 
Bat  tail  to  Uil  the  roan  mnst  lie, 
Or  all  the  magic  virtues  fly, 

Suppose  this  Author  fast  in  bed. 
On  deer-skin  soft,  from  tall  to  head, 
Tiie  virtue  would  be  just  as  great 
If  Uil  to  Ull,  or  Uil  to  pate, 
For  he  that  such  cleir  nonsense  pens. 
Has  little  difference  in  his  ends. 


AaiKRIC.iN  MRDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

TW  American  Medical  Association  will  meet  in  Detroit,  Michi- 
p^  on  tike  first  Tuesday,  the  sixth  of  May. 

Beside  the  advantage  to  be  gained  by  meeting  with  the  distiu- 
c»be*i  memben  of  that  learned  body  from  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
^  rzUirmtiiigt  and  health  inspiring  tiip  on  the  lake — ^tlie  gentle 
i^rr^  and  balmy  breezes  of  May,  all  whisper  a  kind  invitation 
ar^«  to  be  present  on  that  occasion.  Gentlemen,  one  and  all, 
^R>v  Toar  mod-atained  and  weather  beaten  pill- bags,  riding  gloves, 
m^  eow-ftkina,  on  the  old  table  in  your  shops,  and  turn  your  weary, 
^dal.  and  galded-backod  horses  out  to  pasture,  and  let  them  roll 
mi  rwel  in  clover  one  week — for  the  hard  service  they  have  done 
n«  tbnm^  this  cold  winter — while  yon  meet  the  grand  council, 
sad  aave  a  "  big  talk  '*  about  the  best  mode  of  conducting  the  war 
\  and  Qoackery. 
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That  our  readera  may  know  how  they  may  become  members  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  we  wSl  give  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  Article  2d  of  the  Oonstitotion  : 

**  Each  Iocs!  society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  As- 
sociation one  ddegate  for  eveiy  ten  of  its  n^nlar  resident  members* 
and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  this  nmn- 
ber. 

"The  Facnltv  of  every  regalariy  constituted  Medical  College  4Mr 
cbartered  school  of  medicine,  shall  have  the  privily  of  sending  two 
delegates.  The  professional  staff  of  every  chartered  or  mnnicipal 
hospital,  containing  a  hmidrsd  patients  or  more,  shall  have  the  pmrl- 
l^ge  of  sending  two  delegates  ;  and  evoryodier  permanently  OYgsoi- 
zed  medical  institntion,  of  good  standing,  shall  have  the  privily 
of  sending  one  del^pate. 

«  Delegates,  representing  the  Medical  Btaff  of  the  United  States 
Army  and  Navy,  shaU  be  appointed  by  the  Ohkfs  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  Medical  Bureau.  The  number  of  delegates  so  appointed  shall 
be  four  from  the  army  medical  officers,  and  an  equal  number  from 
the  navy  medical  officers.*' 

The  latter  clause,  in  rebtion  to  delegates  from  the  army  and  navj» 
was  adopted  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Association  hdd  in  New  York,  in  May,  1858. 

*^*  Medical  Jouniils,  4a,  please  copy. 

WILLIAM  BRODIE,  M.  D.,  Detroit,  Mich., 

One  tifihe  Secrtiaru. 


OmO  COLLEGE  OF  DENTAL  SUROERT. 

The  Commencement  exercises  of  the  above  college  were  held  in 
the  hall  of  the  college  building,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  and  re* 
npcctable  audience,  on  Wedn^ay  evening,  Feb.  20,  1856.  After 
prayer,  reading  a  portion  of  Scripture,  and  a  highly  appropriate 
address  by  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees  and  Facidl^yt 
he  proceeded  to  confer  the  dc^gree  of  D.  D.  S.  on  the  following  gen- 
tlemen : 
A.  a.  Sttpher nil  A.  D.  Neviiif,  M.  D. 


Wm.  DnJM « 

;.  A.  Mercer,  M.  D CW 

P.  F.  Grimes,  M.  D Me 


J.  R.  Junes Kv 


C.  H.  J  ames Obto  \ 

E.  Onnoud '* 

T.  K.  Dareoport «• 

F.Bell •• 

Accompanied  with  appropriate  remarks^  he  also  prs^iented  i 
with  a  neat  copy  of  the  Holy  Bible. 

A  valedictory  address  to  the  graduates,  on  the  tendencies  of  the 
age  and  their  professional  duties  arising  therefrom,  was  deliversd  bj 
Prof.  J.  Taft,  which  was  responded  to,  on  behalf  of  the  class,  ly 
Dr.  C.  H.  James,  one  of  the  gradnates.  The  benediction  was  pro* 
nounced  by  Dr.  Fisher,  and  the  audience  dispersed. 
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A  r'l-Riors  CiiK. — A  yonng  German  girl  was  tried  last  week  at 
EeMling.  Pa.,  for  the  murder  of  her  infant.     8he  was  acquitted. 
TW  tVmmon wealth  undertook  to  establish  thu  fact  that  the  child 
hni  riem  liom  ali\-e  by  evidence  of  an  examination  of  the  lungs  by 
tfe  kylro^^Utic  teiit,  by  physiciann  who  gave  it  as  their  opinion 
ikat  the  chiM  IumI  lived,  becaasc  the  lungs  floated  in  water  in  whole 
mtA  in  part.4.     The  doctors  hail  neglectetl  to  ivgulate  strictly  the 
UMp^.-mtnre  of  the  water  in  whirh  the  lungs  had  l»ocn  testerl.    This 
m  taken  advantage  of  by  the  counsel  for  the  defi'n»e,  Mr.  Richanls, 
vk>  by  a  very  ingenious  and  delicate  experiment,  demonstrated  to 
ap  jnrr  that  there  was  no  ivliance  to  be  placc<l  on  the  hydrostatic 
ivx.  nnlews  the  temperature  of  the  water  had  bei*n  (■arefully  ascer- 
taiae&i.     He  pnt  a  small  vial  of  shot,  just  heavy  enough  to  float  in 
w^UT  of  ni«Hlium  temperature,  into  warm  water,  and  it  sunk.     On 
p«tixur  it  into  cold  water  the  vial  floated.     Ample  authorities  were 
^>if«i.    old   anil  new,  English  and  German,  to  show   that   no 
!«itnce   should  be  placed  on  the  hydrostatic  tost.     The   counsel 
gBciarrd  hia  intention  to  ezplo<le  it  in  English  and  Oernian — by  hot 
»1  ct- id  water — that  it  shoidd  not  put  another  innocent  person's 
sit  ix,  peril. 

L-^iI  Ute  of  Jod*nf, — Dr.  Mikschik  states,  that  he  has  derived 
—■at  a^l vantage  from  the  tincture  of  iodine,  as  an  eninienagogue, 
ir^^virur  it  externally  to  the  os  uteri.  Cases  which  had  long 
•^•Uil  all  other  means,  have  yielded  to  the  application  after  the 
•Xjri  'iay.  He  has  not  found  the  advantages  that  Boinct  says  at- 
w^i*  it«  n^e  in  vaginal  catarrh,  and  from  the  temporary  irritation 
1  pr>!nr««,  it  should  be  avoiileil  in  pregnancy,  ami  when  the  utenis 
m  mrianieti.  As  a  means  of  disjiersing  organic  exudations  he 
B»-h  prefers  lotions  Hod.  potass.  3j,  io<iin.  gr.  x,  lu^noi  ll>j)  to 
ratnj^nt*--  They  Khould  be  ajiplied  cm  compresses  wliich  aie  to 
V  rrf\*Te'i  by  a  cataplasm. —  men  Woc/icnschri/t,  1855. 

5«v^  W%ey  in  PertussU. — Dr.  Lowenthal  states,  as  tlw  result  of 
mavsrooA  trials,  that  this  substance  given  several  times  a  <Iay  in 
Iw  L^-fpnning  with  half  a  spoonful,  curcs  the  disease  more  ra()idly 
ai  ai'jre  pleasantly  than  any  other  means. 

Smeriarine  Ephidro^ln, — ^M.  Mariano  Semmola,  a  distinguishcil 
T'rar  phys-ician  of  Nai»lcs,  has  c(mimunicate«l  to  the  Acadi.Muy  of 
'^»">g.igii>  (^P^-  10th),  an  extifmely  interesting  ca^e  of  saccharine 
f«»tf.  or  cvtaneons  diabetes,  and  what  is  very  curious,  the  lungs  of 
XMM  patient,  instead  of  giving  otfless  carbonic  acid  than  in  the  nor- 
^A  ^-oB-iition,  exhaled  more,  the  respiration  thus  contribuiing,  as 
^  «■  it  was  able,  to  neutralize  the  injurious  c(r<'rts  of  the  hyi»cr- 
Idvoflk. — ifomitur  dtt  Batpitaux,  Oct.  8,  ami  Nov.  9,  1855. 
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Luxation  <if  the  Knee. — ^H.  Royer  commimicated  to  the  Imperial 
Academy  of  Medicine,  18th  8ept.»  1855,  a  case  of  complete 
Inxation  of  the  knee  forward,  the  tibia  mounting  many  oentimetrea 
before  and  above  the  articulating^  snrfiMe  of  the  femur,  without  tear- 
ing of  the  external  parte.  Thia  luxation  waa  easily  reduced  faj 
forced  flexion  of  the  1(^  on  the  thigh,  and  a  prompt  cure  was  eflbet* 
ed.  In  a  month  the  patient  could  walk,  and  in  six  weeks  the  enve 
waa  completed.— iiftfi^  de  Tk^rap.  MM.  Ckirurg.,  Oct  15,  1855. 

Case  of  a  Fore^  Bodji  tritkim  the  CWmtMii.— A  correspondent 
writing  from  Bonne  in  Rhenish  Prussia,  April  4th,  relates  the 
following :  In  the  village  of  Bheindoif,  near  our  city,  M.  Peter  ' 
Klein  has  recently  died  at  the  age  of  aeventv-five,  a  veteran  of  llw 
French  war,  who,  at  the  battle  of  Austerlita,  Dec.  2d,  1805,  waa 
struck  by  a  Russian  ball,  which  buried  itself  in  his  left  tem|de^ 
above  the  rim  of  the  ear,  and  remained  there  until  his  death-— a  pe- 
riod of  half  a  century — without  ever  causing  any  inconvenience,  or 
producing  any  change  in  his  inldlectual  facdties. 

After  his  death,  his  family,  te  whom  he  had  bequeathed  this  ball* 
to  be  preserved  as  a  memento  of  his  oampaigns,  had  it  extracted  bj 
Dr.  Backe  of  Bonne,  who  performed  the  operation  wi&  the  aa- 
sistance  of  a  trephine,  in  sudi  a  manner  that  the  ball  remaiiied 
surrounded  by  a  ring  formed  by  the  bones  of  the  skulL  The  ball  on 
the  side  where  it  touched  the  brain  was  covered  with  a  dense  mem- 
brane, and  upon  the  other  with  an  investment  similar  to  that 
elsewhere  covering  the  head.  The  brain  itself  was  uninjured,  and 
no  splintering  of  the  bones  of  the  skull  was  discovered,  either  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  brain  or  elsewhere. 

Scientific  men  assert  that  it  is  without  precedent,  that  a  foreign 
body  placed  within  the  skull,  as  was  this  ball,  has  produced  no  dia- 
turbanco  either  in  the  physical  or  mental  functions. — J<mmal  d§ 
Medecine,  May  1855. 

Indian  Oravee  in  Concord,  JT.  iT. — ^In  excavating  recently,  says 
the  Congregational  Journal,  ^or  a  cellar  of  a  new  house,  a  few  roda 
west  of  the  dwelling  of  Richard,  Bradley,  Esq.,  at  the  north  end  of 
this  city,  nine  skeletons  of  Indians  have  been  exhumed  in  a  space 
about  ten  feet  square.  Hiey  are  supposed  to  be  the  remains  of 
some  of  the  ancient  Pennacooks  vho  once  inhabited  this  r^on, 
and  probably  have  been  buried  at  least  a  century  and  a  half. 
Among  these  wore  skeletons  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  were 
around  that  of  an  adult,  supposed  to  be  their  mother,  and  one  veiy 
large,  measuring  six  feet  and  three  inches.  The  bones  of  this  giant 
were  of  remarkable  preservation.  The  skull  is  very  thick,  the  teeth 
in  both  jaws  are  entire,  and  all  of  them  double.  The  skeletons  were 
found  enclosed  in  bark,  in  a  sitting  posture,  with  some  of  their  loag, 
black  hair  still  preserved.  The  bones  of  the  children  were  mudi 
decayed.  Dr.  Wm.  Prescott  of  this  city,  has  preserved  the  lai^geet 
skeleton,  which  may  be  seen  in  hie  cabinet.— ^31  JT.  Obeerver,-^ 
Boston  Med,  d  S.  Journal. 
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Inaaniiy — Cafe  of  John  Carder — Being  an  Extract 
fr9m  an  Kmay  read  before  the  ^Bendricks  County  Medical 
SKiHw^  (/ndL)  January  15fA,  1856.  By  J.  Joel  Wriuht, 
2LD. 

Host.  Prbsidbnt  A5D  Oeittlbmbk: — I  hasten  to  embrace 
le  present  opportunity  to  express  to  the  Ptcsident  the  grate- 
i  fieelingB  I  entertain  for  the  high  honor  ho  has  conferred 
psB  me,  by  my  qipointment  to  read  a  Dissertation  before 
fei  Society* 

the  jmior  of  most  of  my  fellow  momberSy  both  in 
I  and  professional  experience,  may  I  not  indulge  the 
that  in  a  medical  essay  that  amount  of  originality  and 
»m  from  imperfections,  the  result  of  more  varied  expe- 
it  and  extended  observation,  will  not  be  expected. 
high  character  justly  awarded  those  productions,  read 
this  Society  heretofore,  clearly  demonstrate  that  the 
atioD  of  original,  important,  and  praetieal  truths  in 
aeience  is  not  confined  wholly  to  the  longitude  of 
cities,  and  London  and  Parisian  hospitals.  While 
pfaetitioners  may  not  be  in  possession  of  those 
,  at  all  times  desirable  and  sometimes  indispensable, 
fe  Ae  ■ttcceasful  prosecution  of  medical  research  and  expo- 
dmcat,  jet  in  proportion,  at  least,  to  their  advantages  in 
Ais  FBq»eet,  may  their  saccoss  be.  The  additional  incentive 
is  kker,  together  with  Oe  greater  fiunlity  afforded  for  com- 
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paring  results  snd  interchanging  sentiments,  constitate  the 
chief  benefits  to  be  derived  from  medical  societies. 

I  have  chosen  Moral  In$(mitjf  as  the  theme  of  the  present 
dissertation,  deigning  to  give  the  subject  a  praetieal  bear- 
ing bj  the  presentation  of  the  history  of  the  case  difficult  of 
recognition  and  classification,  one  which  has  not  been  re- 
ported. It  is  true  that  there  is  a  veil  of  pbscurity  thrown 
over  the  subject  of  mind,  ooiuddered  either  in  a  healthful  or 
diseased  state,  which,  notwithstanding  the  volumes  that  have 
been  written  upon  it,  has  not  yet  been  removedr— a  mysticism 
enveloping  it  which  has  not  been  dispelled — so  that  after  all 
our  reading,  after  all  our  experiments,  and  after  all  our  ob« 
serrations,  the  scientific  investigator  is  impressed  with  the 
extreme  intangibility  of  the  subject,  and  of  its  truly  specula- 
tive character.  This  consideration,  however,  should  not  stifle 
investigation,  but  should  prove  rather  an  additional  incentive 
to  research.  We  should  labor  to  glean  all  that  can  be  leamedt . 
both  in  regard  to  what  constitutes  diseased  mind  and  its 
manifestations  of  disease.  Many  affections  to  which  the 
physical  organism  is  subject,  as  to  cause,  location  and  the 
pathological  condition  of  the  parts  diseased  are  but  illy  or 
not  at  all  understood.  The  nosological  and  remedial  con- 
sideration of  these  must  neoessarily  be  governed  by  the 
character  of  the  symptoms  manifest  If,  then,  in  the  study 
of  the  normal  and  abnormal  states  of  the  physical  systei% 
the  reality  of  the  existence  of  which  evinces  itself  so  unmis- 
takeably  to  our  senses,  bringing  to  our  aid  the  great  amoont 
of  anatomical  and  physiological  knowledge  already  accumu-. 
lated,  there  is  so  much  obscurity  and  uncertainty,  how  mock 
more  must  this  be  the  case  where  no  positive  evidence  of  the 
nature  or  even  existence  of  the  •subject  can  be  gained  except 
through  the  medium  of  manifestations.  Irremediably  en- 
veloped with  impenetrable  darkness,  as  I  conceive,  a  c(m8i«> 
deration  to  be,  of  what  mind  i$.in  the  absirad;  and  feeling 
confident  that  no  practical  benefit  can  accrue  from  the  diah 
cession  of  a  subject,  though  deeply  interesting,  so  confessedlj 
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sad  speciilAtiTe;  I  shall  leave  this  portion  of 
■J  theme  to  those  whose  mclinations  lead  them  ioto  more 
pAths  than  mine.  There  are  occurring  well-de- 
of  Insanity  where  no  hesitation  need  be  experi- 
im  determining  its  existence  or  character.  Others, 
r,  present  where  onr  aocamnlated  knowledge  and  pow- 
OT  of  dieerimination  are  more  largely  taxed.  It  is  to  the 
as  I  ooneeiTOy  that  the  case  which  here  follows 


Mm  Oarder,  aged  about  50,  was  summoned  in  August 
hal  before  a  jnstioe's  court,  in  Monrovia,  Morgan  county, 
•  saswi  I  to  an  accusation  of  Insanity,  and  as  being  danger- 
wm  to  eommnnity  if  suffered  to  run  at  large.  It  appeared  in 
mkmce  that  the  accused  (now  a  resident  of  Morgan  county) 
WB  bora  in  Kentucky,  and  resided  in  that  State  until  some 
■■ff  after  his  marriage.  When  near  the  age  of  SO  he  united 
to  a  professedly  religious  sect  termed  Dockinsites, 
g  snaiinted  by  one  Dockins  and  his  family.  The  mem- 
of  this  sect  professed  supernatural  power.  They  at- 
to  fly— one  assumed  to  be  the  very  Christ:  they 
every  garment  about  them  that  was  black,  wearing 
wtf  vUta  apparel ;  would  dance  and  sing  day  and  night — 
i  snch  evident  monomaniacs  as  to  require 
Some  of  the  leaders  requiring  close  confinement  to 
ddng  violence  to  others.  When  this  order  was 
ap,  J.  C.  retomed  to  his  family,  and  resumed  his 
pareoits,  fiurming  and  teaching  singing  school. 
to  thia  event,  nothing  in  his  history  had  occurred 
him  as  eocentric  or  peculiar.  Since  that  time 
been  characteriied  with  great  singularity, 
inereasing  with  the  advance  of  age.  It  was 
in  evidence  that  his  conduct  had  been  of  a  character 
asst  lamatkaUe  in  draroh.  On  certain  occasions  during  scr- 
am he  voald  walk  into  chnrch  with  a  veil  over  his  face,  ad- 
to  Ae  altar,  and  there  stand  until  some  one 
At  limes  of  prayer  he  would  refuse  to 


kBoeli  aiuranering  the  lotimrt  tor  do  a0  by  die  deelemtioa  tbei 
it  wag  neeeBsary  to  ^^  wateh  ae  irvlliu^  P>V^"    ^^  ^>^  ^^'^^^ 
8i(m  he  presented  his  hand  to  tbe  .Bviniiter  for  the  profeaaed  - 
purpoee  of  muting  with*  the  duureb  $  and  on  tbe  miniat^'a 
refitting,  he  walk^  backwarda  along  the  aiale  until   h«t 
reached  the  door^  and  then  darted  suddenly  oat.    Indeed  ao 
frei^aently  ia  his  conduct  of  this  Indioroiia  chaaracter  in  ohorch, , 
sometimes  utting  upon  the  floovy  and  sometimes  roUing  ovei:  i 
the  fioor,  that  no  one  anticipates  that  he  will  condnct  himaeiC' 
|Mrq>erly  on  these  oeoasions,  and  bailee' make  iint  little  t^ 
mark  of  hia  aotiene*    He  has  be^  in  the  practice^  for  yean» ' 
of  visiting  the  neighbor's  houses  at  late  homrs  in  the  nigbtt- 
Tidien  all  the  fiunily  were  retired  to  rest,  with  no  appareei 
objeety  entering  sometimee  noiselessly,  partaking  of  some  of  ^ 
the  varieties  in  the  cupboardi  l^tering  about  for  a  short  tim%'^ 
ahd  then  quieliy  deparling»  yHe  would  rater  •  house  somit 
miles  firomhoiAey  at  a  wtj  mAjT  hour  in  the  morning,  fsmaili: 
until  after  he  had  tak^  bieaUiiit'witli  the  &mily,  and  thiftf 
depart,  Saying  nothing  aa  to  the  object  of  his  Tisit.    On  e*"' ' 
tering  a  village  he  would  ftequently  ride  considerably  out  ef- 
his  direct  Way  in  order  to  get  tpon  the  aide-walk,  eoatinuii^ 
on  it  for  several  squares.    A  few  moliths  nnce,  he  was  in  die 
practice  of  driving  a  one-horse  Vehicle  with  a  half-grown  cnl£: 
hitched  to  it;  his  wagon  usually  containing  a  saw,  hatcheC^' 
knife,  an  auger,  a  bible  and  varioas  etdetera.    On  this  wagom^ 
he  would  fireq#^3ily  erect  a  p<de,  upon  which  he  would  im^ 
pend  1^  pocket  handyberchief  in  imitation  of  a  flag.    A  short 
time  previous  to  his  arrest,  he  entered  town  on  horsebMK^ 
riding  in  a  gallop,  a  kmg  p(de  iii  his  hand  with  his  flig  wpott 
it,  riiouting  the  word  of  eonimand  a^  though  drilling  a  mittf* 
tary  company,  and  obeying  the  orders  given  by  wbeding  lii 
the  righty  left,  &c* 

The  immediatte  cause  of  hivarreat  was  his  threats  to  taht 
the  life  of  hisr  wife  if  she  did  not  do  aa  he  Ind  her*  Aa  evif 
dence  of  this,  it  was  testified  that  the  witness,  en  entering 
the  premises  of  J^  C,  4fiaeoVive4  n  pdie  ereoted  in  the  yeflib 
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ifmi  whieh  was  Bospended  a  rod  kandkerchiof.  And  on  cn- 
fairiBg  at  the  prisoner  what  the  design  of  this  was,  he 
Tvplied  that  it  was  emblematical  of  yictory  or  death,  <<  that 
his  wife  should  eome  under  his  government  or  ho  would  kill 
her."  And  on  being  reproved  for  this  remark,  he  said,  <^  he 
vodd  as  soon  spill  his  wife's  blood  as  a  hog's."  And  on  being 
agam  expostulated  with  by  the  witness,  replied,  ^^that  ho 
vidid  if  his  God  eommanded  him  to  do  it."  While  on  trial, 
ke  would  ask  and  answer  questions  without  hesitation,  mam- 
feting  m  good  deal  of  cunning  and  foresight  in  all  that  he 
mi/L  After  the  medical  witness  had  testified  of  his  belief  as 
«•  his  insanity,  J.  C.  desired  that  the  Doctor  would  state  to 
the  eovrt  what  insanity  was,  and  how  ho  came  to  his  conclu- 
MBSL  When  evidence  was  given  as  to  the  authority  by 
vkich  the  prisoner  purported  to  do  certain  things,  he  asked 
the  witneaa  very  pointedly,  whether  he  (tho  prisoner)  had 
■id,  '*  if  God  eommanded,"  &;c.,  or  "  rather  did  I  not  say,  • 
y  my  God  commanded,''  &e.  On  a  witness  testifying  that 
It  regmrdcd  him  as  insane,  or  mady  J.  C.  inquired  of  the  wit- 
MM,  if  St.  Paul  was  not  regarded  as  mad,  becatise  of  his 
mmek  ItJnming,  In  questioning  him  in  my  oiBce,  just  previ- 
mm  to  his  trial,  with  a  view  to  his  supposed  condition,  I  could 
flic  bat  little  satisfactory  from  him.  In  answer  to  my  in- 
^BrT«  why  he  eondueted  himself  as  ho  did  towards  his  family, 
hsrepUefl,  *^that  as  to  that,  he  would  toll  mo  some  time,  but 
AaS  he  was  the  Darid  who  would  destroy  the  Goliah  of  his 
Until  within  a  few  years,  his  word  has  been  per- 
reliable,  fulfilling  his  promises  with  punctiliousness ; 
III  worn  the  reverse  is  the  case — spaying  no  regard  to  his  en- 
He  converses  well  ordinarily  on  most  subjects, 
&g  Bometimefl  with  reason  and  fluency.  He  possesses  a 
fDtd  deal  of  general  intelligence,  and  is  quite  proficient  in 
ihe  seriptarea,  using  quotations  frequently  from  the  Bible,  by 
Wiv  of  iUoBtration.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  Insanity 
JBthia.  and  also  in  a  subsequent  trial  of  the  same  case  a  simi- 
kr  verdict  was  given,  and  the  court  appointed  a  guardian 


Its  Wm»«t  m^  Lmmijf. 

In  penAm  J.  0.  is  of  medium  weight  end  stotiire— <tf  a 
bilioii3  teiaperament  sUghtly  intermixed  1r ith  flangnine.  His 
features  are  prominent  and  regular.  His  demeanor  rather 
anthoritatiyey  and  his  gait  agile  and  graoefiil.  The  color  of 
his  dress  is  usually  light,  and  in  the  summer  season  he  id- 
dom  wears  hat  or  shoes. 

I  have  been  rather  prolix  in  my  report  of  this  case,  in 
order  that  gentlemcfn  may  have  all  the  incidents  and  pecdli^ 
arities  before  them,  and  are  thus  prepared  to  form  their  own 
opinions  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  decision  of  the  jurioi. 
While  I  disclaim  possessing  a  belief  in  aU  the  professioM 
which  Phrenology  presents  to  the  world,  yet  I  regaj^  mind 
as  an  assemblage  of 'faculties  differing  in  tendency  and  in- 
tensity, but  so  organized  as  with  proper  cnltiYation  and 
restraint  as  to  give  to  the  whole  a  harmonious  and  duly  bal- 
anced action.  That  special  cultivation,  or  an  inordinate  in- 
dulgence of  any  one,  mr  any  set  of  these  propensities,  to  the 
neglect  of  the  others,  may  unbalance  and  prevent  so  oom- 
pletely  the  otherwise  harmonious  action,  that  an  ungoverna- 
ble condition  or  state  is  the  result.  The  mind  %$  diseased* 
The  remaining  unharmed  faculties  making  feeble  and  some- 
times successfol  efforts  to  control,  appear  as  the  ^^  still  small 
voice  "  amid  the  thunders  of  the  wreck.  Sudden  fnd  power- 
ful impressions,  in  many  instances,  become  the  ^^  author  and 
finisher 'Vof  this  perversion  or  in%(miiy.  I  regard  the  caae 
here  reported  as  an  illustration  of  a  gradual  transition  frotai 
a  state  of  sanity  to  that  of  insanity,  effected  through  the  in* 
dulgence  and  cultivation  of  an  original  propensity,  hot  a  sufi- 
dent  effort  being  employed  while  the  patient  possessed  the 
power  to  control  and  subdue  these  inordinate  tendencies.  I 
feel  confident  that  although,  in  many  of  these  cases,  Ihere 
may  not  appear,  on  casual  observation,  an  evidence  of  eofi- 
Hnual  deranged  action,  so  that  we  are  ready  to  attribute  to 
the  patient  unusual  eccentricity  rather  than  insanity.  On 
closer  observation  and  more  continued  association,  the  ex- 
istence of  insanity  would  be  almost    eonHantiy  manifest. 
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Fram  the  preoediiig  premises  the  nature  of  the  treatment  of 
wmtk  a  caae,  as  here  reported,  will  be  very  readily  inferred. 
Where^aa  in  this  instance,  the  patient  is,  to  oS  appearanee%, 
m  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  bodily  health,  possessing  a  good 
ciBStitutkni,  with  no  inherited  predisposition  to  insanity,  I 
cannot  eonoeiTe  that  any  medicinal  treatment  whatever  is 
Moral  restramt  shoold  be  instituted.  Rigid  dis- 
ahoold  be  exercised.  The  mind  of  the  patient  should 
he  direeted  into  new  channels  of  thought  and  action.  Old 
■wiiitiona  should  be  broken  off,  and  familiar  objects  should 
It  MBOTedL  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  earlier  this  treat- 
is  resorted  to,  the  better  the  prospect  for  a  favorable 
Such  a  course  I  would  regard  as  offering  the 
;  hope  of  anocess. 


of  ike  Carotid^  eammunicating  with  the  Externa. 
Jwgmlar  Fem,  umueeeetfuUjf  operated.  By  John  Q.  TZ 
HoLSTOS,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 


presented  some  singular  features,  and,  therefore, 
,  from  the  want  of  a  post  mortem  examination,  the  case 
is  left  incomplete,  I  give  it  to  the  peofession  through  the 


Anthony  Borke,  a  farmer  in  good  circumstances,  aet.  50, 
OHM  to  eonsnlt  me,  about  two  months  ago,  in  respect  to  a 
;  toraor  in  the  neck,  that  of  late  was  giving  him  much 
His  general  health  was  ^ood,  and  he  had  never  had 
disease.  About  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  he 
BsessTsd  n  disrge  of  pigeon  shot  into  the  neck,  the  greater  part 
tf  whidi  atin  remains  imbedded  under  the  skin.  No  serious 
aJsring  rsanlted,  but  after  the  inflammatory  intumescence 
inl  sabsided,  he  was  conscious  of  a  small  pulsating  tumor 
liMsining;  which,  however,  for  many  years,  during  which 
ks  vas  most  diligently  and  laboriously  employed  on  his  farm, 
nor  gave  him  any  other  trouble  than  the 
r,  which  extended  to  his  brain  and  often 


toutaaei.  Ub  iiiina.  WHlua'Ae  laaltwo  jreact,  hokrerct:,  a 
dMuige  oonunea^tcL  The  gHgiiu^  tumor  becuae  larger. 
The  reia  also  inereaied  in  nae,  aad  the  thrilUBg  eeBsatkli 
extended  dewnwurd  to  the  faveeet  as  leeU  ai  upward  to  the 
head.  The  eje  on  that  ai4e  iniiained  and  ita  eight  beeanie 
impaired,  the  hearing  vaa  alao  aearly  lost  en  that  aide. 
Iffemoij  -^  b£  much  wakened,  andhe  labeoed  imder'  eonateai 
and  eomiderable  eoniiiiion  of  mind^  By  Him'  oategoiy  of 
anferina;,  he  iraa  txallf  determined  te  aeefc  xielief  frcon  h 
Wgieal  operatien,  andfor  that  purpose  called  at  my  ofliee. 
Having  explained  te  him  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  Ab 
dharaoter  of  the^opamt^on,  the  sabjeot  was  postponed  te 
two  months,  to  give  Am  an  oppovtontty  <^  arranging  hie 
worldly  affairs  and  me  a  chanoe  of  .observing  any  ehange  itiL 
the  aspect  of  the  tumor.  He  retnmed  to  this  city  on  the 
Slst  alt  for  the  purpose  of  being  operated  on.  A  considerable 
change  had  takisn  plaee,  the  head  #as  fiirther  thrown  to  the 
opposite  side. .'  Hearing  and  eight  on  the  affldeted  Idde  nearly 
gone ;  his  left  arm  hung  paralyzed  b^  h^  side,  which  latter  he 
attributed  to  a  fiJl  received  from  the  upsettbg  of  a  wagon, 
when  his  arm  was  severely  bruised.  The  arm  presentedf 
however,  no  diseased  ap(>earance,  and  I  q>prehend  some 
lesion  of  the  brain  had  taken  place,  but  the  tongue  moved 
freely,  and  there  was  no  draggizig  of  the  lower  extrenii^. 
The  aneuriamal  tumor,  situated  on  a  level  with  the  larynx, 
was  the  sise  of  a  hulled  wahiat  and  throbbed  violently  Bput 
ehronous  witih  the  heart,^  and  compression  of  the  carotid 
trunk,  at  the  root  of  the  neck,  stopped  the  pulsation,  and 
caused  almost  the  entire  subsidence  of  the  aneurism — it  con^ 
tained  no  coagulum.  The  facial  v^  formed  a  bunch  aboat 
the  angle  of  the  jaw  as  large  as  an  e^,  and  thence  the  ex*- 
temal  jugular  desoended  in  a  tortuous  course  down  the  mde 
of  the  neck,  of  the  average  thickness  of  the  index  finger. 
The  place  of  communication  of  the  artery  and  vein  oould  ndt 
be  clearly  ascertained,  could  not  however  have  been  either  dose, 
direct,  or  complete,  as  the  arterial  Uood  found  so  mnch  oh* 
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iction  to  its  passage  into  the  vein  as  still  to  enlarge  the 
sBeorismal  sac;  whQe  it  allowed  a  sufficient  flow  to  keep  its 
SMtents  flaid,  and  thereby  aggravate  the  danger  of  distension. 
Haviag  been  made  fully  aware  of  the  seriousness  of  the  case, 
■id  having  fully  arranged  his  worldly  affairs,  as  well  as  re- 
ceived the  church  rites  (being  a  conscientious  Catholic)  pre- 
pvatory  to  death.  On  Saturday,  the  2d  inst.,  I  tied  the 
primitive  carotid  below  the  omo-hyoid,  about  one  inch  above 
the  bmomiiiata.  Chloroform  was  administered,  with  his  usual 
iUn,  bj  D*  Hobbs^  dentist,  and  I  had  the  additional  kind 
Mwifincw  of  Messrs.  Young,  Closman,  Crow,  and  Sampson. 
The  operation  presented  but  little  matter  of  interest.  The 
fleBalar  tissoe  was  filled  with  encysted  shot,  which  I  did  not 
piek  out.  The  parts  were  much  more  adherent  and  con- 
dascd  than  eonmion,  in  consequence  of  the  former  inflamma- 
■in.  The  artery  lay  at  an  unusual  depth,  (over  \\  inches,) 
felt  was  reached  without  difficulty,  by  making  a  clear  and 
■Bit  dissection  at  every  stage.  The  inferior  laryngeal  artery 
WM  the  only  other  part  of  importance  brought  into  view ;  it 
VIS  mnch  enlarged  and  lay  exactly  over  the  tract  of  the 
orodd,  bat  was  readily  drawn  over  toward  the  trachea. 
Ike  sheath  was  opened  on  the  inner  side  by  a  blunt 
flabismvs  hook,  which  at  the  same  time  was  passed  under 
;hs  carotid,  which  was  slightly  separated  from  its  connexions, 
•1  elevated  upon  the  instrument.  A  strong  hemp  ligature 
VIS  now,  by  means  of  a  common  aneurismal  needle,  passed 
fam  withovt  inward  under  die  artery.  The  vessel  was 
tt^hsly  elevated  and  the  ligature  crossed  and  tightened  so 
m  u»  make  sure  that  no  other  part  was  included,  and  also 
v«  &c*te  the  impression  on  the  patient.  The  chloroform  was 
Bsv  wearing  off  and  he  was  getting  sensativeto  physical  im- 
;re««icns.  The  tightening  of  the  vessel  produced  no  effect 
«  hia  breathing,  pulse,  or  countenance,  which  all  were  per- 
fiecdr  naiaraly  and  the  operation  was  concluded  by  tying  the 
-1  with  a  double  knot,  and  closing  the  wound  by  three 
He  had  been  nearly  an  hour  under  the  influence  of 


the  ohlorofonii^4he  hemorrhage  Wai  hardly  snffioient  to  atem 
his  ahirt  ooUar, 

He  waa  now  laid  in  bed,  and  the  effeet  of  the  ohlorofiofm 
allowed  to  pass  off^  which  it  did  in  abont  twenty  minntee, 
.when  he  expressed  his  enrprise  that  all  waa  over  and  that  he 
-felt  pretty  well,  hat  sleepy.  I  left  with  directions  to  keqp  a 
wet  oompress  npon  the  wound,  and  allow  no  visiting]^  tUi 
was  2  P.  M.  Called  again  abont  6  P.  M«,  foond  him  in  Urn 
act  of  vomiting,  held  erect  and  backward  -by  several  friends. 
Had  him  laid  on  his  right  side  so  as  to  vomit  easier — nothii^ 
.bat  a  little  greenish  acid  flaid  was  ejected.  He  had  become 
perfectly  consdoas  and  conversed  eheerfiilly  with  his  friends, 
bat  half  an  hoar  before  my  arrival  had  taken  a  slice  of  bread 
aroand  the  loaf  of  toast  and  a  cap  of  tea,  which  had  nanae- 
ated  him.  Called  again  abont  9,  foand  him  worse,  foreheid 
red,  poise  90,  noijiittj  complaining  of  headache  and  opprea- 
sion  of  the  chest,  with  load  mnooas  rale.  Cold  water  to  Ais 
forehead,  mustard  to  the  extremities.  Tickling  the  faneea 
with  a  feather  produced  retching,  by  means  of  which  some 
mucus  was  discharged  and  the  breathing  temporarily  relieved. 
.8d  inst.,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. — ^had  passed  a  very  unpleasant 
night,  could  now  be  roused  only  with  difficulty,  the  whole  left 
side  thoroughly  paralyzed,  the  pupil  of  the  right  eye  enor- 
mously dilated  and  motionless,  the  left  still,  to  some  extent, 
responding  to  the  stimulus  of  light — complained,  when  tba* 
roughly  roused,  of  difficulty  in  swallowing,  on  account  of 
soreness  of  the  neck — ^pulse  100,  weaker,  but  regular.  The 
aneurism  is  entirely  gone,  the  pulsation  of  all  the  branches 
of  the  carotid,  above  the  ligature,  has  ceased  and  that  on  the 
opposite  side  has  not  increased. 

Directed  weak  brandy  and  water,  together  with  the  con- 
tinuanoe  of  the  external  applications. 

1  o'clock,  P.  M. — ^slightly  improved,  the  bronchial  mucus 
is  thrown  into  the  mouth  and  swallowed-^conlinue  treal* 
ment — ^pulse  100 — soft. 

7,  P.  M. — worse— pulse  120— ^uite  feeble — administer  in* 
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jc«tion  of  salt  water,  which  produced  natural  feculent  evacu- 
acioDa.  Passed  a  gentle  current  of  electricity  from  the  neck 
M  the  chest,  which  partly  roused  him,  though  he  soon  again 
relapsed.  I  need  not  detail  the  unfortunate  case  further,  the 
ic^>or  became  by  degrees  more  profound,  though  the  breath- 
iag  improved  somewhat,  and  at  9  o'clock  on  Monday  evening, 
55  hoars  after  the  operation,  ne  died  without  a  struggle. 
Po«t  mortem  examination  not  being  permitted,  I  can  only 
ooojecture  that  the  fatal  catastrophe  was  brought  about  by 
^  rapture  of  a  vessel  in  the  brain  during  the  act  of  vomit- 
iig.  The  brain,  no  doubt,  had  received  injury  by  the  previ- 
tu  fall,  and  the  impression  of  the  chloroform  had  certainly 
BO  tendency  to  improve  its  condition.  In  future  operations 
d  that  kind  I  would  not  finally  ligate  the  vessel  till  every 
vertige  cf  the  anaesthetic  influence  had  passed  off.  There 
acaed  bat  litde  room  for  treatment  after  the  unfavorable 
fT^toma  had  commenced. 


fmJulogy  of  Bheumaiism.    By  Edwin  R.  Maxson,  M.  D., 
of  Geneva,  New  York. 

Perhaps  no  disease  has  been  the  subject  of  more  doubt,  in 
idation  to  its  pathology,  than  rheumatism ;  and  this  may 
aeeoant,  in  part,  for  the  great  variety  of  treatment  which 
im  been  adopted  by  different  physicians,  of  more  or  less  dis- 
Bnction. 

S<>  varietl  arc  the  plans  of  treatment  recommended  by 
£Strect  aathors,  that  the  young  physician  may  well  feel  a 
itpve  of  embarrassment,  as  he  proceeds  to  treat  a  case  of 
ie«Ur«  sab-acute,  or  chronic  rheumatism ;  and  the  more  so, 
M  he  ia  compelled  to  make  his  prescriptions  without  a  de- 
ifthe  iilea,  as  to  the  immediate  cause  of  the  specific  rheu- 
■anc  inflammation. 

9ach  was  my  experience  during  the  first  few  years  of  my 
mtdiral  practice,  till  observation  and  reflection  enabled  me 
to  form  notions  in  relation  to  the  pathology  of  rheumatism  ; 


from  which  I  oonld  draw  rvClotiii  iodioations,  mni  adopt  a 
ooune  of  treatment^  founded  <m  Moniifto  prinoiples. 

My  first  obBdrratioh  of  importance,  in  relation  to  the  pa- 
tholo^  of  rheumatism,  was  the  faot  Atat  acute,  sab-aonttf, 
and  chronic  rheomatic  inflammation,  is  generaUy  immediatcljr 
preceded  .by  neoralgic  pain,.of  longer  and.  shorter  dnratioli'; 
tl^  pain  Qsnally  passing  from  the  hrain,  or  spine,  along  tiie 
principal  nenres  of  the  limb,  or  part  affected.  ^ 

GThis  nemralgic  pain,  in  acute  rheumatism,  according  to  mf 
observation,  is  often  Tcry  sererC;  diou^  transient,  the  Iced 
rheumatic  {nflammation  being  iMon  dereloped ;  while  in  «Ai> 
acute,  and  chronic  cases,  l^e  neuralgic  pains  may  contiiitie 
for  several  homrs,  days,  and  eyen  weeks,  before  the  rheudiK* 
tic  inflammation  is  developed;  but,  frequently,  not  refy 
severe. 

Now,  these  fiusts  led  me  to  conclude  iJiat  the  local  ihesmai^ 
tic  inflammation  is  the  result  of  the  neuralgic  irritation  dr 
the  limb  or  part  affected,  together  with  the  morbid  condl* 
tion  which  developes  the  neuralgia,  which,  according  to  mj 
observation,  precedes  the  local  inflammation,  and  generally 
indicates  the  degree  of  violence  that  may  be  expected. 

This,  then,  curies  us  back  to  inquire  as  to  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  neuralgia ;  and  this  is  generaDy  found  to  be  coti^ 
gestion,  irritation,  or  inflammation  of  tiie  brain  or  spinal 
cord,  or  their  fibrous  envelopes ;  the  point  of  greatest  irrita- 
tion in  the  cerebro-spinal  system,  being  in  that  portion,  sttp>- 
plying  nerves  to  the  affected  limb  or  part. 

Now,  in  chronic  cases,  there  is  often  more  or  less  tender- 
ness  of  the  spine,  at  the  point  supplying  the  affected  part 
with  nerves,  with  considerable  irritation;  while,  in  acute 
cases,  there  is  often  little  or  no  tenderness,  but  severe  pain, 
indicating  marked  local  spinal  congestion,  as  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  neuralgic  pain,  and  subsequent  local  rheumatic 
inflammatioti. 

This  point  of  local  congestion,  irritation,  or  inflammation 
of  the  cerebro-qpinal  system,  may  be  hereditary,  or  acc!^ 
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J»tal ;  the  reBoIt  of  local  injury ;  or  it  may  pass  rapidly  or 
flavly  from  the  lower  portion  of  the  spine  towards  the  brain, 
tke  rheumatic  inflammation  passing  from  the  lower  limbs 
:•  tiie  arms,  or  to  the  brain ;  or,  in  cases  of  great  debility, 
ihe  congestion  intormpting  the  flow  of  nervous  influence 
drongh  the  sympathetic  nerve,  the  rheumatic  inflammation 
Bay  fall  upon  vital  parts,  especially  upon  the  heart  muscle, 
m  happened  in  one  fatal  case  that  fell  under  my  care  a 
km  years  since* 

Jl4  to  the  causes  which  operate  to  produce  the  conges- 
asQ,  irritation,  or  inflammation  of  the  cerebro-spinal  system, 
bendes  hereditary  or  accidental  irritation,  miasmatic  influ- 
m/BCAj  together  with  atmospheric  vicissitudes,  and  probably  a 
sew  electrical  state  of  the  atmosphere,  are  by  far  the  most 
frMpenc  and  important. 

Now,  all  these  causes  operate  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
Abck  the  cutaneous  exhalation,  and  also  the  secretion  of  the 
ginbdular  system,  especially  the  renal  secretion,  both  of 
vhich  operate  to  retain  in  the  circulation  more  or  less 
Aryt  excremcntitious  matter,  which  goes  to  debilitate,  and 
aritate,  the  cerebro-spinal  system,  and  by  producing  a  gene- 
til  or  local  congestion  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  de- 
Tclop?  the  neuralgic  pain,  and  the  subsequent  general  or 
'tfeai  rheumatic  inflammation. 

Sach  are  the  conclusions  that  I  have  drawn,  in  relation 
t»  the  pathology  of  rheumatism;  from  which  conclusions, 
I  ^^e  deducted  the  indications  in  the  treatment,  which  may 
the  sabject  of  my  next  article  for  the  Lancet 


b  Cholera  Ccniagiousf    By  W.  II.  Scobey,  M.  D. 

That  Cholera  is  epidemic,  no  man  that  has  witnessed  its 
tmiages,  will  for  a  moment  gainsay — ^that  it  is  a  most  awful 
Hosrge  reenrring — passing  over  a  large  extent  of  territory — 
tKBiaatiDg  as  suddenly  as  its  onset  was  rapid— observing  no 
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law  but  tliat  peooliar  to  itselfi  u  abo  a  fiust  finniUar  to  all 
who  have  kept  pace  with  the  medical  history  of  Uie  last  qnar- 
ter  of  a  century. 

Thaty  in  addition  to  its  manifest  and  admitted  epidemie 
character,  it  is  at  Hme9^  xmAer  favorahU  cireufMtaneeij  spread 
by  contagionyWe  have  no  donbt;  indeed  we  thonght  that  thia^ 
was  the  united  testimony  of  the  medical  profession. 

In  the  February  No.  of  the  Western  Lancet,  Dr.  Jefirey 
has  attempted  to  show  by  analogical  reasoning,  that  cholerft- 
is,  and  must,  of  necessity,  be  non-contagious.  His  arguments 
are  specious,  but  not  satisfactory.  The  analogy  attempted  to 
be  drawn  from  small  pox,  measles^  &c,  does  not  apply. 
Thetf  are  governed  by  laws  peculiar  to  eruptive  diseases;' 
one  of  which  is,  that  they  affect  the  system  but  once.  Again, 
eruptive  diseases,  as  small  pox,  measles,  ftc.  are  character- 
ized by  a  stage  of  incubation,  eruption  and  desquamation. 
These  stages  are,  moreover,  distinct  and  invariably  present- 
There  is  nothing  analogous  to  this  in  cholera;  it  may  run  ita 
course  to  a  fatal  termination  in  a  few  hours  or  days,  or  it 
may  be  longer. 

Cholera  has  no  uniform  law  known  to  pathology.  Disseo- 
tion  fails  to  reveal  its  ravages,  or  settle  the  question  of  pri- 
mary organic  lesion. 

The  question,  then,  of  contagion  or  non-contagion  is  a  mat- 
ter of  obaervaiian  and  experience  only.  Dr.  JeSrtj  says  **  The 
existence  of  contagion  in  cholera  has  uniformly  been  taken 
for  granted,  not  only  without  proof,  but  even  contrary  to  the 
evidence  of  numerous  and  convincing  facts.*'  Now,  so  far  as 
our  experience  and  observation  goes,  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  just  the  reverse  is  the  fact;  and  it  was  not  until 
after  the  visitation  1849  that  physicians  began  to  review  the 
doctrine  of  non-contagion;  and  from  that  time  until  the 
present  it  has  been  loosing  ground;  and  at  this  time  feijr 
physicians,  of  experience  in  cholera,  can  be  found,  who  are 
not  able  to  point  out  example  after  example,  where  it  would 
be  but  to  violate  all  law  known  to  conta^on  to  deny  it.    As 
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Dr.  J.  h^B  not  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  such  ezamplcB 
3  1u5  locality,  a  few  oat  of  many  will  be  recorded,  adopting, 
»  we  do,  most  fully  the  Doctor's  definition  of  contagion,  vis  : 
*  A  specific  matter  generated  in  a  person  aficctcd  with  dis- 
ease, and  capable  of  communicating  that  particular  disease 
vith  or  without  contact,  to  another.*' 

ExAirPLE  1st. — In  May,  1849,  a  traveler  from  Illinois 
KK>k  cholera  on  the  Ohio  river,  was  lan<lod  at  Cincinnati  and 
vheed  in  the  Commercial  Hospital,  where  he  so  far  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  continue  his  journey  on  foot;  he  passed 
through  Hamilton  and  stopped  for  the  night  at  a  farm  house, 
&«r  miles  beyond,  not  being  able,  from  debility,  to  resume 
Mi  joomey;  on  the  following  morning,  he  engaged  to  assist 
lae  &rmcr  at  corn-planting.  That  night  he  took  a  relapse 
^£arrh€ea.  Medical  aid  was  not  called  until  morning.  He 
mMk  into  collapse  and  died  the  following  night. 

2.  An  old  man  who  nursed  him,  and  after  death  burned  his 
KJ-dotbes,  &c.,  took  diarrhoea  in  a  few  days,  was  taken  to  the 
^■BtT  infirmary,  where  he  died  with  well-marked  cholera,  on 
ae  next  day. 

•1  The  fanner's  wife  took  diarrhoea  at  about  the  same  time, 
xad  no  attention  to  it  for  two  days,  when  vomiting  and  cramps 
9Ke  on..  Dr.  Geo.  Wyman  was  called,  but  she  sunk  and  died 
^  following  day. 

4.  A  son  of  the  farmer  had  well-marked  cholera,  took 
■edicine  in  time,  and  recovered. 

i.  Dr.  George  Wyman  had  diarrhoea,  took  the  appropriate 
■■Acine  and  recovered. 

(.  The  farmer,  J.  L.  Cooper,  had  the  premonitory  diar- 
"Ma.  took  medicine  and  recovered. 

T.  A  neighbor  and  wife,  visitors,  had  diarrhoea — ^recovered. 

These  eases  were  seen  and  treated  by  myself  and  Dr.  L. 
Kir^-  in  consultation  with  the  attending  physician.  Dr. 
Traaaa.  Here  are  8  cases  of  disease,  from  the  most  malig- 
aan:  and  fatal  to  the  most  simple  manifestation  of  disturbed 
acalxh,  in  a  neighborhood  where  cholera  was  never  seen  be- 
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fore  or  Bmoe,  at  the  timd  clioIflff«  wa»  not  loloim  nearer  IhM 
at  CSneihnati,  and  not  there  ae  an  epidemic.  Caees  from  the 
riTer  were  oooasionally  landed  and  taken  to  the  HoepitaL 
It  cCd  not  appear  in  Hamilton  until  the  month  of  Jnly. 

Take  another  example-^  .  . 

A  man  residing  in  the  South  visited  his  friends  inFranUin.- 
Co.,  Ia.»  in  Jube^  1849.  Cholera  was  on  the  steamer  on  wfaieh 
he  asoended  the  river.  He  arrived  at  his  friends' house  with  tlie^ 
cBarrhcsa  upon  him.  The  following  day  he  had  well-mark#d^ 
cholera,  of  which  he  sunk  and  died.  There  were  two  familiea 
in  this  house— in  all  seven  adult  persons — aU  of  whioh  died' 
within  a  fcnrtnight,  save  one  female  fiur  advanced  in  pregnaney;: 
The  house,  bedding,  clothes,  furniture,  and  two  of  the  bodisBf 
were  consumed  by  fire.  After  the  disease  was  known  to  b4; 
in  (he  house  no  one  visited  but  a  physician.  The  dead  wei^ 
buried  by  the  familyi  until,  as  before  remarked,  the  whole, 
was  consumed  by  fire. 

A  young  physiciaa  fitmi  a  distant  nmghborhood  paid  •' 
single  visit  to  this  house  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the 
disease,  died  with  well-marked  cholera  the  following  week. 

Now,  we  ask  Dr.  J.,  in  all  sincerity,  how  is  this?  Is  not 
here  evidence  of  contagion?  Here  are  seven  deaths  from  • 
most  malignant  disease,  in  a  neighborhood  cut  off  from  aU 
communication  with  the  city  or  other  infected  district,  in  *: 
healthy  locality,  where  cholera  was  never  seen  before  or  since. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  ^'  Why  did  it  cease  at  all ;  if  eontft-c 
gious,  why  did  it  not  continue  in  a  cirde  until  the  whole  of 
those  in  contact  were  destroyed."  I  answer,  I  cannot  teU> 
neither  .ean  I  tell  why  Typhus  fever  does  not  oontinue  iintil 
the  whole  of  us  are  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

I  know  tiiat  in  olden  time  a  prophet  was  favored  with  the 
sight  of  an  angel,  with  his  hand  stretched  over  a  city,  and 
the  command  was  heard,  ^^  it  is  enough,"  and  the  "  postilenoe 
was  stayed,"  or  in  aU  probabUi^  it  would  have  eontinued  fai 
a  circle  until  the  whole  of  the  human  family  had  been  de^ 
stroyed. 

ffamiUan,  Feb.  18, 1856. 
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BUghUd  OnuepUpn.    By  John  C.  Bece,  M.  D.,  Cadiz,  Ind. 
In  Jul  J  of  18 — ,  a  lady  of  high  reflpectability,  about  the 
age  of  thirty,  Who  previoiuly  had  borno  three  children  with 
her  msumk  health,  had  suppressed  menstmation,  occasional 
IM  ninj^  sicknewi,  with  slight  flattering  of  the  heart ;   she 
mm  noty  however,  prerented  from  attending  her  domestic 
After  these  general  symptoms,  she  had  feelings  of 
or  fonness  in  the  region  of  the  uterus.  Kiesteine  was 
lobaerredy  and  the  areola  became  darkened,  the  unpleas- 
■a  aymptoma  partially  subsided,  and  her  health   became 
■■paratiTely  good,  herself  being  wholly  convinced  that  she 
«■  indeed  pregnant.    All  things  went  on  with  the  usual 
favablenesfl  of  hopeful  pregnancy  until  the  third  month 
rfkv  the  mpposed  conception,  at  which  time  the  most  alarm- 
Bg  premonitions  and  feelings  of  uterine  hemorrhage  occur- 
Rd;  however,  without  any  flowing  of  blood,  or  other  fluid. 
la  a  »hort  time,  these  unfavorable  symptoms  all  passed  off*, 
mi  she  had  no  further  difficulty  whatever.    At  and  after 
SM  period,  prominent  physicians  were  consulted  as  to  what 
vai  the  real  eauu  of  the  above  symptoms ;  and  the  question 
rmm^  whether  or  not  she  was  pregnant  ?    Physicians  at  a 
hiMi  I  were,  of  coarse,  denied  the  privilege  of  a  per  vagi- 
wk  examination,  and  had  to  rely  on  the  above  statements, 
■  which  to  base  their  opinion.     Considering  that  her  health 
fl«  vaedy  improved,  and  experiencing  no  unpleasant  feelings, 
-M  aUomen  not  increasing  in  size,  the  sixth  month  being 
and  no  qaiekening  sensation  experienced,  the  many 
which  would  suppress  menstruation,  and  every  other 
of  pregnancy  being  now  wanting,  many  physicians 
xecAhtT  moi pregnanJt ;  others  considering  the  aymp- 
Buaifest  in  the  early  stage  of  the  case,  thought  she 
a  poaaibly  be  pregnant,  and  were  led  to  pronounce  it 
Deweea  termaa  '*  blighted  conception." 
We  now  wiah  yoa  at  this  moment  to  stop,  think,  and  decide 
or  not  tUa  is  a  case  of  pregnancy, 
ha  kaT****^  being  advised,  if,  at  the  expiration  of  nine 
Tok  ZfiL— 14. 


mondub  1^7  nterbe  distarbaiiee  occorredy  to  efSL  in  (widuni 
faO)  bis  fiunily  phyBidaiis.  Acoordingly,  in  April  foUowingy 
they  were  ealled,'a&d,  after  a  shott  labor,  the  was  deliTeracI 
of  an  vvtfm  entire,  somewhat  larger  than  an  ordinary  hen^s 
^^ ;  the  membranes  of  whieh  were  Tory  toii(^  and  when  alifr 
open,  were  found  to  oontain  a  diod  foskm  qf  about  ikrm 
fnafUh$  growik. 

This  ease,  with  two  or  three  mentioned  in  the  books,  profM 
most  Qondosrrdiy,  that  a  female  may  earry  witiumt  ineei»*> 
▼enienoe  or  detriment,  a  dead  fbotns  for  the  wfMt  of  fire  or 
six  months,  without  any  permanent  iignry  to  her  eonstttiitsoK< 
or  h^lth;  and  that  there  are  diseases  iriiich  attack  and  de» 
stroy  foetal  life  in  ntero.  We  wonld  ask  the  medical  entinK 
siast,  is  there  any  medicine  that  wonld  reach  this  ease,  where 
the  mother's  health  reinains  nnimpaired? 


A  SinguJIar  AnakmcaU  JWolr.    By  T.  Wood,  M.  D.      ' 

In  hpo9tfMrtem^  made  by  Drs. 
M.  T.  Carey  and  S.  Alexander 
(at  that  time  resident  physieianf 
in  the  Commercial  Hospital)  the 
singular  distribution  of  the  co- 
lon, represented  in  the  annexed, 
cut,  was  observed.  The  coeoonii , 
reversed,  rested  in  the  right  hun* 
bar  region,  with  the  vermiform 
appendix  upward ;  while  the  co- 
lon, instead  of  ascending,  passed  , 
downwards  through    the  right  \ 
illiac  region  to  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis ;  traversing  the  sq>erior  , 
strait  to  tiie  left  illiac  fossa,  made 
its  ascent  on  the  left  side  till  H  v 
toiidb^d  the  lower  margin  of  the 
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then  tarniiigsbniptly  on  itself,  descended  into  the 

pAnDel  to,  and  nearly  in  contact  with  its  ascending 

From  the  peWis  it  again  made  an  ascent  into  the 

flKae  foflsay  to  form  the  segmoid  flexure,  and  then  re- 

to  the  rectum  in  the  usual  manner. 

In  the  same  subject,  the  left  kidney 
presented  the  hilum  on  its  anterior  flat 
surface,  and  was  supplied  with  four 
renal  arteries,  two  springing  from  the 
aorta,  near  the  point  where  one  is  usu- 
ally found,  and  two  below ;  one  origi- 
^.^^T^^t^  nating  from  each  primitive  illiac  artery, 
■^   ^^     i  and  entering  the  cortical  substance  of 

the  kidney,  near  its  inferior  extremity, 
as  shown  by  the  small  cut. 
ne  mbjeet  was  a  female,  about  fifty  years  of  age,  that 
fcd  of  gangrene  of  the  bladder,  and  had  probably  expe- 
maud  BO  difficulty  during  her  life  from  this  uncommon  ar- 
wmpmeot  of  her  abdominal  riscera. 


Qmaekerjf.    By  J.  W.  Salisbury,  M.  D. 
word  Quotfi,  is  usually  employed  to  designate  a  per- 
■a,  wbo  pretends  to  knowledge,  which  he  does  not  possess ; 
■d  profeaaca  to  cure  diseases,  of  the  nature  of  which,  he  is 
vtinelj  ignorant. 

Qmmekerjf  may  properly  be  considered  under  three  heads, 
m^  MommUbankeryj  JEmpiricism  and  Charlatani$m;  although 
At  tkree  are  frequently  united,  and  practised  by  the  same 


A  XnuUebanky  (from  Mantare  and  BancOj  to  mount  a. 
)  mm  ori^nally  used,  signifies  a  person  who  mounts  a 
or  stage  in  public  places,  and,  boasting  of  his  skill 
Tends  medicines  which  he  pretends  are 


'  Etery  dty  we  0«e  ike  ctp^mUum  of  thk  daiB  ef  Qoaaki. 
We  an  hailed  m  tftie  atraei^  W9  are  Mooatod  en  the  beat,  tre 
are  met  in  tiie  markel^  and  aoUeited  te  bmy  their  noatnuMib 
Almoat  everj  newapaper  ne-'take  up  ia  foZhtfail  with  briHiaiki 
deceitful  advortiaementi,  in  praiae  of  a  aobe  that  ia  eqnaHj 
effieaoioua  ia  eufimg  e  cart^^at  kUKng  a  eaneer;  a  wofld- 
TMowned  Ui$aim  thati  will  apeedily  emre  a  eoJd^  a  eotngk^  or 
»  m»i>|rfiieei  cMMm^^fjofiy  i|  Vmmmii  that  will  ohaae  a  foim^ 
be  it  IB  At>a<4  or  ioe^  in  tiie  iUuMi  of  the  heoH.  Haadbifla  are 
poated  at  ahnoat  OTory  atreet-eomer  and  afley,  proclaiming 
the  miraoBlena  eitf  ea  of  tiua  or  that  ooetnnn ;  bnt  never  eren 
teUingofaitN^/oiliire^of  itamnltipliedOonaanda.  Their 
motto  in  ^  irmrvR  iahiS.*  lit' 

Mow  one  would  think  that  a  BoMrm  that  ia  reeommendai 
as  a  certain^  aafe  and  dpeedy  euro,  for  almoat  an  endleaa 
number  of  diaoaaosi  wotdd»  in  an  enUghtened  eemmnattyy 
find  but  few  to  Igry  it$  Tirtaea;  but  abui I  men  will  be  dii« 
ceiveii  And  it  doea  eAm  leeati,  that  the  mmpe  imveaaonabhi 
assertions  are,  the  more  readily  they  are  gelped  down  tm 
truth. 

If  a  medicine  is  advertised,  ^^  never  faihj*'  or  ^^  no  eure^ 
no  pay^*'  many  will  believe  in  its  efficacy,  and  use  it  either  for 
the  sting  of  a  bee,  or  for  the  cholera;  and  if  it  faih  to  kiU  in 
the  first  case,  they  readily  conclude  that  it  is  mfombh  tor 
it  tofaU  to  cure  in  the  seodnd. 

Let  the  community  once  use  their  common  senae  in  die 
matter,  and  patent  medicines,  with  their  humbuggpbug  origjm- 
ators  will  soon  dwindle  into  obscurity. 

4l  mechanic,  in  building  a  house  ^ust  take  timber  pteect 
by  piece,  and  carefully  prepare  each  for  a  particular  places 
He  cannot  expect  to  build  a  houae  by  throwing  them  together 
at  random.  Neither  can  he  expect  a  certain  piece  to  answer 
equally  well  for  a  rafter  or  a  sleeper. 

So  it.  is  in  the  fraetiee  tf  meduAne,  Each  dengerooa 
Qymptom  as  they  appear  one  after  another,  must  be  carefully 
watched  and  counteracted.    In  a  disease  we  will  perhaps  oi^e 


dsf  find  a  fe9§t  timt  nttst  be  e&fUroBedy  while  the  next  day 
«■  Mvsttl  an.M^lMMMtftm  that  miiBt  be  cheeked;  while  again 
;  vt  willbe  ealled  upon  to  etimuUUe  the  sinking  poweri 
ui  batdii^;  against  the  disease.  Now  what  man 
senae,  would  pretend  that  the  same  oonrse  of 
Bt  weold  be  proper  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
>f  Yet  those,  who  use  a  patent  medieine  for  a 
necessarily,  nse  it  in  the  varions  stages  of  the 
So  we  aee  that  those,  who  are  duped  by  these 
jw^jHrnitoni,  most  inevitably  risk  the  losing  of 
r  ktmUk  and  Uvea;  particularly  if  the  nostrum  they  employ 
to  pomeu  emg  atrengik. 
Bat  if  it  ia  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  comm&n  peopUy 
be  tlraa  decmyed ;  how  shall  we  express  our  astonish- 
that  even  Isamedy  influential  mini$ter$  of  the  Qoepel 
gira  the  influence  of  their  eemi-holy  namee  to  help  to 
their  fdlow-men.  It  does  seem,  to  me  at  least,  that 
timiMUr  of  (he  Chepel  of  Chrigt^  who  profeeeee  to  be  pro- 
tlie  mandates  of  Heaven  to  a  fallen  race,  and  at  the 
aiding  impostors  in  deceiving  their  fellow-men,  are 
;  a  moral  wrong,  for  which  a  long  life4ime  of  their 
labors,  wUhoui  remnnerationy  could  not  atone. 
Ike  went  part  is  not  yet  told ;  for  even  phgncume 
reeommend  a  nostrum  of  which  they  know  not 
Cm  ingredieat.  The  mechanic  may  have  excuse,  the 
even,  may  find  excuse,  but  where  under  the  sun  can 
k  try  to  find  excuse,  for  recommending  a  nostrum 
to  cure  almost  any  and  every  disease  in  both  man 
I  woeld  rejoice  if  I  could  say  no  regular  phy- 
mkm  has  dms  degraded  himself.  But  alas !  some  even  who 
Ahb  to  beknig  to  the  regular  profeeBumy  have  lou>ed  ike  knee 
»Jfsfifii  mmd  Miiited  ineatiablej  uneonecionable  vampiree  in 
ttommg  the  eommunity. 

JU  Empirie  (from  the  Orcek,  en  and  peura^  '<  a  trial,'*)  sig- 
mies  a  man  who  enters  upon  the  practice  of  medicine,  with* 
mm,  %  ngniag  professional  education,  or  without  otherwise 


9U  SAunmr  #»  QtmOiffg. 

liyes  of  hiiBiaa  beings  certainly  are  net  so  vnimportan^  that 
they  ahenld  be  ^vmjecpMrdi9ed  bj  the  mm$eimii{fie  ia^ihkatmd 
experimmt9  of  the  iUiteraU  Mmpirie.  fii^eritnentt  ereii  te 
medioine  are  neoeasary ;  and  »  man  nu^y  experiment  withoiil 
being  an  empirie.  Bat  if  a  phydoiaa  doea  not  nae  the  meaaa 
within  hia  reach  to  tf}form  hm$t^^  he  ia  an  emfirio.  IVne^ 
he  ipay  aceidetUdlfy  BtunUe  iqpon  a  plan  of  treatmmt  hf 
which  hia  patient  ia  cured;  w  the  ^*pi$  fnedi^atrw  rnOwr^ 
may  perform  the  cnre,  despite  hia  doaea  iUnipplied* 

And  how  often  are  the  apparent  cures  of  such  empiiiea 
heralded  over  the  land  as  9onuAimg  moroeZMU^being  recei?dl 
with  greater  surprise  the  finrther  they  are  proclaimed;  while 
the  honesti  faithfol,  wellredncated  physician  is  daS^  perfcna^ 
ing  cores  Un-fiM  greater^  of  which  nothing  is  heard  or  said  • 
few  miles  distant.  The  fi^  ia,  it  is  <mly  what  is  expected  of 
a  well-informed  pl^sidaa,  whfle  even  an  amdinki  cure  bj 
an  ignorant  empiric  ts  wumnHimB. 

A  Charlataai^  (from  the  Italian  Oiarlarey  <<to  talk  much^*^ 
originally  signified  one  who  went  from  place  to  place  to  aeU 
any  medicine  to  which  he  ascribed  wonderful  sanatiye  quali^ 
ties :  but  the  word  is  now  used  to  denote  one  who  boaafea 
much  of  himself,  and  makes  unwarrantable  pretensions  to 
skill.  Tke  members  of  the  medical  profession  ought  to  labot 
together,  as  a  band  of  brothers,  for  the  welfare  of  their 
fellowHDaen.  But  alas  I  they  are  too  often  warru^  amoi^ 
th^DnadTOS,  each  boasting  what  he  can  do  and  Aot  cfene,  while 
he  is  de&ming  the  success  of  his  broths. 

Now  the  trus  phjfHeian  is  willing  to  spread  before  the 
world  his  discoveries  and  improvements  in  the  art  of  medi- 
cine ;  in  order,  if  possible,  that  the  whole  aflUcted  race  of 
human  beings  may  thereby  be  benefited.  Their  philanthropy 
would  not  permit  them  to  circumscribe  the  benefits  of 
their  discoveries  to  the  bounds  of  their  own  very  limited 
practice. 

But  the  Charlatan  strives  to  keep  everything  he  knows  to 
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kiBflelf,  and  labors  to  conyince  the  commanity  that  he  knows 
•  Hide  M^rs  than  everybody  eUe  together. 

It  ia  tme  we  may  fireqaently  do  honor  to  ourselves,  in 
eoBtroIing  diseases,  bat  we  should  let  others  praise  us. 
We  sho«ld  lei  oar  worke  and  not  our  words  establish  our 


A  maak  that  is  eontinuatty  hoaeting  of  his  skill  and  uniform 
certainty  in  caring  those  diseases,  which  the  body  of  the 
■edicnl  profession  are  failing  to  cure,  should  be  looked  upon 
with  s«q>ieion,  and  denied  the  patronage  of  an  unsuspicious 


Sow  if  the  above  be  true,  there  is  work  for  us  to  do. 
Ul  a  true  statement  of  faete  should  be  pvllished  and 
ihi  ■  iHy  apread  before  the  whole  community.  Being  en- 
^^teacd  they  would  be  less  often  deceived.  They  would 
ska  join  ua  in  the  work  of  reformation. 

3d.  We  should  labor  to  have  a  law  enacted,  prohibiting  the 
mk  of  eeereipateni  noetrume. 

Id.  A  law  should  be  enacted  prohibiHng  the  man  who  is 
met  fmalijied^  from  praetieing  medicine. 

4A-  The  phyeieian  who  claims  secrets  in  medicine  which 
ke  refmeea  to  make  known,  should  be  treated  by  the  profes- 
mm  as  n  *'  Ckeai  and  a  Sumbug,''  a  ^^  whited  sepulchre,  filled 
wek  dead  men's  bones.*' 

ibie^MBe,  0.,  Feb.  10th,  1856. 


"^ttitttVmp  ti  imtiitt. 

UomuM  Bbpobt  of  the  Prooe^d&iKi  of  Tbb  Gnrcyonusi 
Medical  Sooibtt.    By  J.  B.  ATKnrB,  M.  D. 

JUnMiy  12, 186«. 
Bode^  siet  it  tlio  residmoe  of  Dr.  BomMr. 
F^esUbni  in'lkd  Ohair. 

^Rm  ]ttiniitea#f  tiio  iMt  mgeti&g  i9«re  roAd  wd  i^^ 
The  Essay  being  in  order.  Dr.  Cabt  read  the  followbg 

On  TBB  PAttfOtOOT'   OF   TtntOM   AND   TBSI&   DIVFIEKJENTIAL 

DtACQfOSIi. 

;  WoBTHT  PrastnsRi*  AKD  Mhhbkeb  qf  thb  CiociimAtt 
Mbbicaz.  Socmr— GentlemdiDh— It  becomes  xny  ^ty,  by  spe^ 
cial  appointment,  to  presept  thlfT  Society  SA  Ssssky^.aiid  hi 
do^gso  I  beg  yoto  kifid  indidgenee  for  the  few  mQihebts 
which  I  may  take  np  in  presentilig  to  your  considefation  ii 
subject  which  (I  think)  legitimately  presents  itself  in  this 
connectiop,,  or  properly  follows  Ihe  subject  which  was  pre- 
sented to  us  at  our  last  meeting,  namely  diat  of  the  Pkthology. 
of  Tumors,  and  their  differential  diagnosis. 

In  taking  a  survey  of  the  subject  now  before  us,  I  find^  ai 
one  single  glance,  that  my  time  is  by  fkr  too  limited  to  speift 
of  all  the  points  which  this  yerj  important  eubject  inyolyes* 

Therefore,  I  propose  to  speak,  at  some  length,  upon  the 
Pathology  of  Tumors  generally.  And  the  distinguishing  dif- 
ferences between  the  malignant  and  non-malignant  varieties. 

Some  writers,  in  speaking  of  this  affection,  denominate 
everything  which  looks  to  hypertrophy  or  overgrowth  tumors ; 
but  when  I  speak  of  tumors,  I  mean  those  morbid  growths 
whose  structures  are  essentially  different  to  the  structure 
which  they  involve.  If  we  compare  any  tumor  with  one  of 
the  hypertrophies  that  are  least  morbid,  with  one  of  those,  for 
instance,  in  which  the  excessive  growth  is  adapted  to  some 
emergency  of  disease,  as  an  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  is 
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alaptad  to  Mine  emergency  of  the  curcnlation,  we  shall  always 
MO  between  them  this  chief  difference :  that  to  whatever  ex- 
tent the  adapted  hypertrophy  may  proceed  the  over-grown 
part  maintains  itself  in  the  normal  type  of  shape  and  stmo* 


While  a  tnmor  is  essentially  a  deviation  from  the  normal 
type  of  the  body  in  which  it  grows,  and,  in  general,  the 
kttger  it  exists  the  wider  is  the  deviation.  A  striking  illos- 
tatioii  of  this  contrast  may  be  found  in  some  of  the  cases  of 
fi»ms  tamors  that  grow  in  the  cavity  of  the  nterus.  Snch  a 
tiBior  may  resemble  in  its  tissue  the  substance  of  the  uterus 
ilsell^  having  well-formed  muscular  and  fibrous  tissue ;  and  so 
ftr  as  the  stmctares  formed  in  excess  are  concerned,  we  might 
regard  the  tnmor  as  the  result  of  an  hypertrophy,  not  essen- 
tially different  from  that  which,  at  the  same  time  and  rate, 
■aj  taJce  plaoe  in  the  uterine  walls  around  it.  But  one 
■smfial  diffiarence  is  in  this :  that  the  uterus,  in  its  growth 
mmd  the  tnmor,  maintains  a  normal  type,  though  excited 
Is  its  growth,  if  we  may  so  speak,  by  an  abnormal  stimulus ; 
it  txactly  imitates,  in  vascularity  and  muscular  development 
the  pregnant  ntems,  and  may  even  acquire  the  like  power ; 
ad,  at  length,  by  contractions,  like  those  of  parturition,  may 
npd  the  tumor,  spontaneously  separated* 

Bat  the  tumor  imitates  in  its  growth  no  natural  shape  or 
SMilraetion :  the  longer  it  continues  the  greater  is  the  do- 
■naity. 

An  eqnal  eontrast  may  in  general  be  drawn  between  the 
dbss  of  diseases  that  includes  tumors  of  all  the  others  that 
ime  in  a  morbid  excess  of  nutritive  formation.  We  may 
nke,  as  the  example  of  these,  the  inflammatory  diseases 
aded  with  exudation,  and  say,  that  in  these  there  is  an 
ive  exereise  of  formative  force  an  hypertrophy.  But 
snch  diseases  and  tumors  we  shall  rarely  fail  to 
a  striking  difference.  But  we  cannot  stop  here  to 
Iter  into  details,  but  pass  on  rapidly. 

The  most  striking  contrast,  however,  is  in  the  events  sub- 
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■eqnttiit  to  the  first  <Krgaiiiiiiig  of  tlie  two  matoririii.  The 
latter  oonrse  of  orgtmsed  mflimmetoffy  ezadstioiis,  like  theft 
of  the  organised  materiale  for  repair  after .  i^jnziee,  is  usoally 
one  of  eonstant  approximate  to  •  die  healthy  state.  Af 
newly  formed  parts,  they  gradually  assimilate  themselyes  to 
the  shape  and  purpose,  if  not  to  the  tissue,  of  the  parts 
among  which  they  lie ;  or  they  are  ^  to  waste,  dq;enerate^ 
and  be  removed.  These  chan^  tmd  erer  toward  a  better 
state;  so  that  in  the  whole  course  of  ezudatiye  inflammatwy 
diseases,  some  have  $aid  that  it  is  nothing  but  an  efiiMrt  of 
nature  to  arert  or  repair  some  greater  oyiL  It  is  very  dif- 
ferent with  the  class  of  diseases  to  which  tomors  bdong;  it 
is  their  very  nature  to  proceed  to  further  and  further  devia- 
tion from  the  proper  type  of  the  body. 

The  structure  of  tumors  may,  indeed  be  like  that  of  some 
of  the  natural  parts;  it  may  be  identical  with  that  of  the  part 
in  which  they  lie;  in  this  respect  they  may  be  called  homolcH 
gous ;  but  considered  in  their  life,  they  are  not  so;  for  com- 
monly they  are  growing,  while  the  tissues,  far  and  near  around 
them,  are  only  maintainiug  their  integrity  or  are  even  degene- 
rating or  yielding  themselves  to  the  abnormal  growths. 

^^  I  thiiJc "  (says  Mr.  Paget)  ^^  that  it  is  only  in  the  considera- 
tion of  this  activity  and  partial  independence  of  the  life  of 
tumors,  and  of  the  diseases  allied  to  them,  that  we  shall  ever 
discern  their  true  nature.  We  too  much  limit  the  grounds  of 
pathology  when  examining  a  tumor  after  removal ;  we  only 
now  compare  it  with  the  natural  tissues.  The  knowledge  of 
all  its  present  properties  may  leave  us  ignorant  of  the  pro- 
perty which  it  alone,  of  all  the  components  of  the  body,  had 
sometime  ago— the  property  of  growing.  And  so,  if  we  can 
ever  attain  the  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  a  tumor,  it  may 
avail  little,  unless  it  supply  also  the  explanation  of  its  pro- 
gress. If,  for  example,  what  is  very  improbable  could  be 
proved,  namely,  that  tumors  have  their  origin  in  the  organi- 
zation of  extravasated  blood,  or  of  an  inflammatory  exudation, 
still  this  greater  problem  would  remain  unsolved :  *^  How  or 
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viij  k  it,  that,  in  ordinary  eases,  these  materials,  when  or- 
gMJaad,  gradnallj  deerease,  and  assimikte  themselves  to  the 
adjaeeat  parts ;  while,  in  the  assumed  formation  of  tumors, 
ikmj  gradnallj  inerease  and  pursue,  in  many  cases,  a  peculiar 
Bclhod  of  development  and  growth?  Why  is  it  that,  as- 
;  even  a  similarity  of  origin,  the  new  formed  part  man- 
in  the  one  class  of  cases,  a  continuous  tendency 
Isfwards  conformity  with  the  tissue  of  the  body ;  in  the  other, 
a  eontinaoiia  deviation  from  it  in  shape  and  volume,  if  not  in 
leitnref  How  is  it,  that,  to  take  an  extreme  case,  we  can 
ever  find,  as  in  a  specimen  which  is  reported  to  have  been  at 
the  St.  George's  Hospital,  fatty  tumors  of  considerable  siie 
in  the  mesentery  of  a  patient  from  whom,  in  the  extremest 
faristinn  of  phthisis,  nearly  all  the  natural  fat  was  removed ; 
ar,  as  in  a  case  related  by  Schuh,  huge  lumps  of  fat,  on  the 
,  throat,  and  chest  of  a  man  whose  abdomen  and  legs 
extremely  thin?" 

A  eolation  of  these  problems  will  not  be  attempted  at  this 
tiae,  hot  that  in  them  is  the  touchstone  by  which  we  may  tell 
the  Tahie  of  a  pathology  of  this  great  class  of  diseases,  I 
doabt  not.  It  is  not  in  the  likeness  or  in  the  unlikeness  of 
the  natural  tissue  that  we  can  express  the  true  nature  of 
tOMin;  it  ia  not  enough  to  consider  their  anatomy;  their 
yhjBology,  also,  must  be  studied;  as  dead  masses,  or  as 
powths  achieved,  they  may  be  called  like  or  unlike  the  rest 
iJFa  part;  bnt  as  things  growing,  they  are  unlike  it.  It  is, 
Acrvfore,  not  enough  to  think  of  them  as  hypertrophies  or 
tfcrgrowtha ;  they  must  be  considered  as  parts  overgrowing 
vith  appearance  of  inherent  power,  irrespective  of  the  grow- 
ing or  maintenance  of  the  rest  of  the  body,  discordant  from 
ils  normal  type,  and  with  no  seeming  purpose. 

It  may  be  said  that  tumors  and  other  growths  may  cease 
10  grow,  or  grow  unequally,  and  yet  are  tumors  still.  But 
dus  is  only  in  appearance  opposed  to  what  I  have  said,  which 
than  tihat  the  best  or  only  time,  in  which  we  may 
the  tme  difference  of  these  from  other  growths,  is  the 
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time  of  their  aetiTe  inerease.  As  ire  ea&  haye  no  complete 
idea  of  any  living  thing,  nnlen  it  indade  the  recognition  of 
iti  origin,  and  of  its  passage  through  certain  phases  of 
detelopment  and  growth ;  so  must  our  thoughts  of  these 
abnormities  be  imperfect  and  nntnie,  nnless  we  have  regard 
to  their  development^  and  growth,  and  maintenance,  as  inde- 
pendent parts. 

Bat,  indeed,  the  cessation  of  growth  in  tmnors,  and  the 
allied  diseases  often  affords  evidence  of  their  pecoliar  natwroi 
confirmatory  of  that  deduced  from  their  increase.  Sach  ces- 
sation may  occor  when  they  have  attained  a  certain  regnlar 
sise,  as  in  the  painful  subcutaneous  tumors,  the  osseous 
tumors  on  the  phalanges  of  great  toes,  and  some  otheH) 
which,  perhaps  always,  cease  to  grow  when  they  have  reached 
a  limit  of  dimensions  that  appears  as  natural  and  constant 
for  them  as  the  average  stature  is  for  the  individual  of  any 
species.  Or,  the  cessation  of  growth  may  occur  when  the 
tumor  degenerates  or  wastes;  as  when  a  fibrous  tumor  calci- 
fies, or  when  a  mammary  glandular  tumor  is  absorbed.  But 
it  is  to  be  observed  that  these  events  are  or  may  be  as 
irrespective  of  the  nutrition  of  all  the  rest  of  the  body^ 
as  the  development  and  growth  of  the  tumor  were; 
and  that,  except  in  the  comparatively  rare  event  of 
the  absorption  of  a  tumor,  there  is  in  no  case  an  indicatton 
of  return  to  the  normal  type  or  condition  of  the  body.  There 
is  no  improvement,  as  in  tiie  organised  lymph  ended  in  the 
inflammatory  process,  no  adaptation  to  purpose,  no  assump- 
tion of  a  more  natural  shape.  In  all  these  events,  therefore 
as  well  as  in  their  growth  the  nearly  independent  nature  of 
the  tumor  is  shown ;  while  forming  part  of  the  body,  and 
borrowing  from  it  the  apparatus  and  materials  necessary  to 
its  life,  the  tumor  grows  or  maintains  itself  or  degenerates, 
according  to  peculiar  laws. 

To  fortify  or  substantiate  the  first  premises  laid  down  in 
this  article,  I  would  here  remark  that  it  may  seem  to  some 
that  the  characters  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  belong  to 
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a  larger  number  of  abnonnitiefl  than  would  come  nnder  my 
fcfinifinn  of  tamom ;  they  belong  indeed  to  a  large  class,  of 
which  tunon  form  one  part  or  section  while  the  other  is  com- 
peaed  of  certain  morbid  enlargements  of  organs,  by  which  is 
regarded  as  merely  hypertrophy,  snch  as  that  of  the  prostate, 
ibe  thyroid  glands  and  others.  The  distinction  between  these 
two  diTiaiona  of  the  class,  must  be  an  arbitrary  one  ;  for  the 
two  are  so  little  nnlike  that  it  is  in  these  hypertrophies  of 
^aada  that  we  may  hope  to  find  the  tmest  guidance  to  an  in* 
Bght  into  the  nature  of  tumors. 

is  a  form  of  cyst,  from  the  walls  of  which  morbid 
may  spring  and  fill  the  cavities ;  these  intracystic 
^owths  are  in  their  best  state  of  structure,  close  imitations 
ff  the  gland  in  which  they  occur,  and  in  their  structure  and 
oompoaitioii  are  rery  closely  allied  to  the  common  form  of 
I^MT  bat  yet  they  are  not  identical,  these  more  properly 
esna  wilder  the  head  of  hypertrophies. 

The  eloae  relation  which  exists  between  the  intra-cystic 
grvwtbs ;  the  enlarged  mammary,  thyroid  and  parotid  glands 
•w  the  one  hand,  and  the  hypertrophies  on  the  other ;  that 
wo  can  scarcely  dissociate  these  diseases  without  great 
nsknee  to  nature ;  clearly  they  are  all  essentially  the  same ; 
yol  to  call  them  all  tumors,  would  be  to  do  as  much  violence 
la  the  conventional  use  of  terms  which  have  become,  not 
■erely  the  expression  but  the  guide  of  our  thoughts. 

The  bast,  that  we  can  do,  is  to  make  an  arbitrary  division  of 
this  group.  Then  in  accordance  with  the  arbitration  of  cus* 
tsm  WW  may  assign  the  name  of  tumors  to  such  examples  of 
these  morbid  growths  or  growing  parts,  as  are  isolated  from 
Ae  SBrroanding  parts  by  distinct  investing  layers  of  tissue, 
sr  though^  continuous  with  the  natural  parts  are  abruptly 
in  the  greater  part  of  their  extent,  or  are 
of  new  materials  infiltrated  and  growing  in  the  in- 
I  of  natmral  parts. 
If  the  poiata  which  we  have  been  laboring  to  establish  be 
I  received)  we  wiU  next  proceed  to  divide  it 
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into  fmaUer  parts*  And  §nt  it  imibi  proper  to  dinde  to* 
mors  occording  oa  they  m>y  to  aomod  innoeont  or  nalignMit; 
These  terms  I  employ  (thoa|^  not  free  from  oljeotton),  ho* 
toanse  they  imply  a  more  natvral  and  a  lesa  vntme  divirien 
than  any  yet  inrented  to  lephee  them. 

The  distinetion  between  tnnoeent  and  malignant  tomora  ia 
probably  me  not  of  mere  vinbk  atraeturey  but  of  origin  asl 
vital  properties;  it  is  therefore,  less  falady  expressed  by 
terms  implying  qnali^  of  natiirey  than  by  siidi  as  refer  to 
stmctore  alone* 

The  chief  disthictbns  are  to  be  traeed  in  eerteineharaetera 
which  in  the  malignant  tmnors  (or  eaneeroos  variety),  an 
superadded  to  those  already  cited  as  belonging  to  the  whda 
class. 

The  intimate  sirucUire  of  ma^gnant  tomora  is  nsoally  not 
like  that  of  any  of  the  fiiHy  developed  nalnral  parta  of  tbe 
body^nor  like  that  which  ia  finrmed  in  a  natural  proosss  of  re- 
pair or  degeneration.  For  example,  many  of  tiie  cdb  of  can* 
cer  may  be  somewhat  like  glandHwUs  or  like  ejHthelium-eells  ; 
yet  a  practiced  eye  can  distingoish  them  even  singly.  And 
mnch  more  plainly  than  grouping  distinguishes  them.  They 
are  heaped  together  disorderly,  and  seldom  have  any  lobular 
or  laminar  arrangement  such  as  exists  in  the  natural  (^an^ 
and  epithelia,  or  in  the  innocent  glandular  or  epithdial  or 
epidermal  tumors. 

Non-malignant  tumors  are  nearly  imitations,  so  &r  as  their 

structure  is  concerned  of  the  natural  parts ;  and  the  ex* 

'istence  of  such  imitations  in  any  tumors  make  the  diversity; 

the  heterology  of  the  malignant  tumors  ^>pear8  more  evident* 

This  rule  of  disimilarity  of  structure  in  malignant  tumors 
is  only  general  for  they  are  exoeptions. 

The  other  properties  of  malignancy  may  be  sometiniea 
observed  in  tumors  that  have  apparently,  the  same  struotmre 
as  those  that  are  innocent  lliere  are  occasionally  eases 
of  fibrous  tumors,  which  in  every  respect  of  structure  are 
similar  to  comm<m  fibrous  tumors,  yet  return  aft«r  removal 
and  ulcerate  with  infection  of  a^lacent  parts  and  also  appear 
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m  iBtanal  orgtBS.  These  with  some  others,  mnet  be  regarded 
ag  Bslignant,  though  in  Btmctnre  resemble  innocent  tumors 
alaatiiral  tissqes. 

nan  again  on  the  other  hand  there  are  some  innocent 
cavtOapnona  tumors,  with  stmctures  as  different  from  those 
eziat  in  our  natural  tissues,  as  cancer-cells  are  from 
or  fit>m  epithelial-cell.  The  two  sorts  of  cases, 
both  be  exceptional,  supply  sufficient  grounds  for  not 
preferring  such  terms  as  homologous  and  heterologous  before 
it  and  malignant,  in  the  former  are  meant,  as  they 
e,  to  apply  to  the  structure  of  the  several  growths. 
HaEgnant  growths  may  have  the  character  of  infiltration ; 
Aalia^  their  elementary  structures  may  be  inserted,  infiltrated, 
fr  difoaed  in  the  interspaces  and  cavities  of  the  tissues  in 
whkh  they  lie.  Thus  in  its  early  state  a  malignant  tumor 
■aj  compriae,  with  ita  own  proper  elements,  those  of  the 
«gan  in  which  it  is  formed ;  and  it  is  only  in  its  later  life  that 
Ae  dementa  of  the  tissue  or  organ  disappear  from  it,  gradu- 
ally degenerating  and  being  absorbed,  or  possibly,  yielding 
Anaelrea  as  materials  for  its  growth.  Thus  a  hard  cancer 
if  the  mammary  gland  includes  in  its  mass  a  part  or  even 
Ae  whole  of  the  gland  itself,  as  if  they  were  only  a  conver- 
MB  of  the  gland-tissue ;  and  one  may  find  within  the  very 
■fcatanee  of  the  cancer,  the  remains  of  the  lactiferous  tubes 
iwolfed  ni  it,  and  with  the  microscope,  may  trace  it  in  the 
Bro-eeUnlar  tiasne  that  separated  the  gland  lobes,  and  the 
iigeneimted  elements  of  the  epithelial  contents  of  the  tubes 
But  among  all  these,  lie  the  proper  cells  of  the 
growth,  and  these  usually  increase  while  the  origi- 
aal  aifctttiee  of  the  gland  decrease. 

80  loo  in  medullary  cancerous  disease  of  the  uterus,  the  ute- 
na  ilwlf,  or  part  of  it,  ia  in  the  tumor  and  gradually  wastes, 
the  madmDary  matter,  diffused  or  infiltrated  in  it,  ia 


Many  other  inatancea  of  similar  contrast  might  be  cited ; 
9  the  ftd  that  their  elementary  structures  may  be  thus 
liBtho  tiaanea  they  affect^  is  a  characteristic  feature 
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of  lulignant  tomorB ;  it  being  Imt  rarely  imitated  incases  of 
innoeent  tumors. 

Ulceration  is  said  to  be  a  peculiar  characteristic  of 
malignant  growths,  then  ulceration  being  always  preceded 
by  softening.  But  this  is  not  peculiar  or  confined  to  the 
malignant  rariety  alone,  for  in  certain  non-malignant  tumora 
if  they  grow  rapidly,  they  are  Tory  apt  likewise  to  a  rapid 
decay ;  and  they  may  suppurate  and  discharge  their  ichor  and 
debris  with  foul  and  dangerous  ulceration. 

The  quickly-growing  cartilaginous  tumors  may  imitate  in 
these  respects  malignant  growths ;  so  also  may  large  fibrous 
tumors  be  cited  as  instances*  Or  again  when  an  innocent 
tumor  grows  more  rapidly  than  the  purts  OTor  it  can  yield, 
they  may  waste  and  ulcerate,  and  allow  it  to  protrude ;  and 
it  may  now  itself  ulcerate  and  look  Tcry  like  malignant  dia- 
ease.  This  may  be  seen  in  the  protruding  fibrous  tumora  j 
that  ulcerate  and  bleed,  or  in  a  more  striking  manner  in  the 
protruding  vascular  growths  that  have  sprung  up  in  thecystio 
tumors  of  the  breast. 

The  tendency  to  ulcerate  may  be  imitated  by  innocent 
tumors  after  injuries  or  in  exposure  to  continued  irritation, 
for  they  resist  these  things  with  less  force  than  the  similar 
natural  parts  do.  Hence,  sloughing  and  ulcerating  fibrous, 
erectile  and  other  tumors  have  been  often  thought  cancerous, 
and  so  described.  Then  in  speaking  of  this  distinguistng 
symptom,  we  can  but  say,  that  there  is  a  liability  in  the  one 
case  and  a  proneness  in  the  other. 

Again,  another  distinguishing  difference  is  in  this,  that  the 
ulcers  which  form  in  or  succeed,  a  malignant  growth,  have 
no  pparent  disposition  to  heal ;  but  a  morbid  substance,  like 
that  of  which  the  original  growth  was  composed,  forms  the 
vraUs  or  boundaries  of  the  ulcer ;  and  as  this  substance  pas* 
ses  through  the  same  process  of  ulceration  which  the  primaiy 
growths  pass  through,  so  the  malignant  ulcer  ^spreads  and 
makes  its  way  through  tissues  of  all  kinds. 

A  very  noted  oontrast  is  very  i^pparent  even  in  the  struo- 
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which  are  in  the  immediate  Ticinity  of  these  tumors. 
Beneath  and  aroimd  an  ordinary  nicer  of  the  natural  tissue^ 
V  of  an  innocent  tumor,  we  find  the  proper  tissues  un- 
;  or  perhaps  infiltrated  with  recent  lymph,  or  the 
for  repair,  or  somewhat  indurated  with  lymph  al- 
tmdj  OTganiied.  The  base  and  margins  of  a  cancerous  ulcer 
■e  tliemselTes  also  cancerous ;  those  of  a  common  ulcer  are 
■titrated  with  only  reparative  or  inflammatory  material. 

In  like  manner,  if  ulceration  extend  through  an  innocent 
powth,  it  may  destroy  it  all,  and  no  similar  growth  will 
fcm  in  the  adjacent  parts,  replacing  that  which  has  been 
^aitroyed ;  bnt  in  the  ulceration  of  cancer,  while  the  cancerous 
■atter  is  being  constantly  discharged  by  sloughing  or  ulcera- 
tisB,  from  the  surface,  new  matter  of  the  same  kind,  and  in 
■ore  abundance,  is  being  formed  at  some  distance  frpm  the 
so  that  in  a  section  through  an  ulcerated  cancer,  one 
not  arrive  at  healthy  tissue  till  after  passing  through  a 
of  cancer. 

It  is  said  that  malignant  tumors  are  characterized  by  this : 
Ikat  thej  not  only  enlarge,  but  apparently  multiply  or  pro- 
fflgate  themselves;  so  that  after  one  has  existed  for  some 
iMe,  or  has  been  extirpated,  others  like  it  grow,  either  in 
videning  circles  ronnd  its  seat,  or  in  -parts  more  remote. 

But  this  is  not  a  characteristic  which  is  confined  exclu- 
■lely  to  the  malignant  growths,  for  many  innocent  tumors 
my  be  foond  in  the  same  person.  But  in  the  condition  and 
veomstances  of  the  multiplicity  there  are  characteristic  dif- 
fatncen.  Thus,  when  many  innocent  tumors  exist  in  the 
mmt  person,  they  are  commonly  or  always  all  in  one  tissue. 
Ab  individnal  may  have  a  hundred  fatty  tumors,  but  they 
AaD  all  be  in  his  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue.  Many  fibrous 
tsBsrs  may  exist  in  the  same  uterus,  but  it  is  so  rare,  that 
«e  Bay  caU  it  chances,  if  one  be  found  in  any  other  part  in 
the  sane  patient :  so  many  cartilaginous  tumors  may  be  in 
^  bones  of  the  hands  and  feet,  but  to  these  and  the  adja- 
ant  bonea  thej  are  limited.  Whereas,  in  malignant  growths 
Aere  is  no  Umitotion  to  their  multiplicity. 

Tou  Tra — ^15. 
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•  There  smbis  to  be  a  natural  tendenej  to  sibct  Ae  lym* 
pkaties  oosneeted  iriA  the  part  in  wliidk  they  first  arise;  but 
ftey  are  not  limitsd  to  these.  ISie  din  and  nniseles,  the 
firer,  the  Innip,  the  hreast^  and  lymphatSos  may  be  all  sere- 
rally  and  sinraltaneoiiflly  iht  seats  of  tnmora.  It  is  by  ftr 
more  eonunon  (and  this  is  an  important  point-  in  the  diagno- 
sis} to  find  the  many  malignant  tuners  scattered  tikrdagh 
several  organs  or  tissnes,  than  to  find  them  limited  to  onob 
Then  again,  if  therebe  annmber  of  innooenttmnors,  they  have 
a  concomitant  origin^  andall  seemtomake^atleastferatinie, 
8  commensurate  progress.  Not  so  with  the  ordinary  course 
of  malignant  tmnors.  QneflrstappearSyandAen,  after  a  die* 
inct  interral  of  progress,  others  appear;  and  these  are  felloired 
by  others,  with  rapid  succession. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  malignant  growths  haTe  a  pro- 
diyity  to  inyolre  certain  tissues  of  the  body;  while  this  may 
be  true,  there  is  no  structure  which  has  an  entire  immunity 
from  its  ravages.  In  reference  to  their  multiplicity,  we  have 
just  been  trying  to  illustrate  their  contrast  in  this  point  with 
the  innocent  tumors,  and  a  similar  contrast  is  as  obvious  in 
the  characters  of  the  ulcers.  It  is  seldom  that  a  common 
nicer  extends,  without  slouging,  from  the  tissues  it  has  first 
affected  into  any  other ;  rather,  as  a  new  tissne  is  approached, 
it  is  thickened  and  indurated  as  if  to  resist  the  progress  of 
the  ulcer.  But  before  a  cancerous  nicer  the  tissues  in  suc- 
cession all  give  away  as  snow  before  the  rising  smi,  becoming 
first  infiltrated,  then  hyer  after  layer,  degenerating  and 
ulcerating  away  with  the  cancerous  matter.  Striking  illus- 
trations of  this  may  be  seen  in  bones,  in  any  of  our  large 
museums ;  and  this  takes  place  irrespective  of  location,  when 
the  soft  parts  are>emoved  by  ulceration  down  to  the  perios- 
teum: at  first  new  osmfic  deposits  are  seen  in  a  circumscribed 
round  or  oval  layer,  from  three  to  five  lines  in  thickness. 
This  new  growtii  is  compact,  hard,  smooth,  and  closely 
united  with  the  front  shaft  beneath  it. 

While,  on  the  other  hand,  specimens  are  fbund,  which  show 


;  where  a  eaaeerouB  nicer  retioliefl  bone^  at  once  the  bone 
away  before  it;  and  a  cavity,  with  abrupt,  jagged, 
•Bten-oiit  edgee,  tellfl  the  rapid  work  of  destmction.  Neither 
»e  spaeimene  rare,  showing  the  progressiye  destmction  of 
aore  Tariom  tissaes,  there  is  a  case  now  in  the  Commercial 
Hospital  of  cancroid  affection  of  the  scalp  which  has  de« 
stroyed  a  large  portion  of  this  coTcring,  ulcerated  through 
Ae  pericranium,  skull,  and  dura  mater,  and  is  now  rapidly 
penetrating  deeply  into  the  substance  of  the  brain. 

We  may  here  briefly  recapitulate  and  sum  up  the  charac* 
tcristies  of  the  non-midignant  variety.  Ist.  Innocent  tumors 
hare  a  structure  not  very  unlike  that  of  natural  tissue.  2d, 
Aey  do  not  appear  as  mere  infiltrations,  displacing  or  over- 
vkelming  the  original  tissues  of  their  seat ;  8d,  they  do  not 
Aow  a  natural  proneness  to  ulceration ;  nor  is  the  ulceration, 
vUdi  may  happen  in  one  through  injury  or  disease,  prone  to 
crtend  into  the  adjacent  parts;  4th,  they  do  not  appear 
eipable  of  multiplying  or  propagating  themselves  in  distant 
pals ;  and  5th,  they  do  not  grow  simultaneously  in  many 
Kt  tissues.  The  characteristics  which  have  just  been 
ated  may  be  duly  appreciated  when  it  is  found  that 
of  them  may  be  absent  in  tumors  having  all  the  other 
of  malignancy,  and  that  certain  of  them  may  be 
Aaenred  occasionally  in  tumors  that  in  other  respects  appear 
Objections  against  each  character,  separated 
I  rest,  are  of  little  weight  against  the  total  value  of  all 
Asm  chanelers  of  malignancy,  or  of  a  majority  of  them, 
Bt  in  one  ease.  The  same  objections  might  be  made 
even  the  classifications  of  natural  history ;  and  none 
a«  are  disposed  to  cavil  at  all  nosology  could  fail  in 
•  series  of  cases  of  tumors,  through  many  years, 
that  the  great  majority  of  them  could  be  classed 
;  as,  in  their  course,  they  did  or  did  not  present  the 
Aat  we  have  enumerated.  There  might,  per 
be  found  some  cases  in  which  one  or  more  of  the 
be  mBting  or  misplaced;  but,  putting  these 
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aaide,  as  exoeptionB  to  be  regulated  by  future  inquiry^  and 
looking  broadly  at  the  whole  subject,  no  (me  could  doubt 
that  this  division  of  tumors  into  innooent  and  malignant, 
may  be  justly  made,  and  that  the  outward  marks  by  which 
they  are  discriminated,  are  expressions  of  real  difference  in 
their  properties  and  import. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  malignant  tumors  are  local  mani- 
festations of  some  specific  morbid  states  of  the  blood ;  and 
that  in  them  are  iucorporated  peculiar  morbid  materials 
which  accumulate  in  the  blood,  and  which  their  growth  oolj 
tends  to  increase.  And  firom  what  has  been  said,  it  is  fair  to 
condude  that  their  destruotiye  characters  are  consistent  with 
this  view;  and  the  absence  of  the  same  characters  in  innocent 
tumors  may  lead  us  to  belieye  that  they  are  usually  local  dis- 
eases, the  result  of  some  inexplicable  error  of  nutrition  in  the 
part  that  they  affect,  and  only  in  the  same  measure  depen- 
dent on  the  state  of  the  blood  as  on  the  natural  tissues,  which 
require  and  may  be  &yored  by  the  presence  of  their  appro- 
priate materials  of  nutrition.  Or,  as  sometimes  happens,  an 
innocent  tumor  begins  its  growth  during,  or  soon  after,  some 
general  disease,  we  may  suppose  that  it  owes  its  first  forma- 
tion to  an  abnormal  condition  of  the  blood ;  but  that  when  the 
blood  recovers  its  health,  the  tumor  subsists  or  grows  on  the 
nourishment  supplied  by  the  normal  materials  of  the  blood. 
Instances  of  tumors,  thus  constitutional  in  their  origin,  but 
subsisting  as  local  affections,  will  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

A  very  popular  and  generally  received  doctrine,  as  regards 
the  origin  of  tumors  is  this,  that  whether  they  be  innocent  or 
otherwise,  are  due  to  the  organisation  of  effused  blood,  or  of 
some  inflammatory  product,  or  of  the  materials  of  repair. 

But  the  objections  to  this  doctrine  arc  numerous  and  deci- 
sive. It  is  an  almost  infinitely  small  proportion  of  injuries 
that  are  followed  by  the  growdi  of  tumors,  and  how  is  it  that 
we  can  have  the  efl^ion  of  blood  or  lymph  without  sxl  injury 
or  some  diseased  action. 

But  here  we  will  dismiss  this  part  of  our  subject  and  hasten  on. 
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We  will  now  direct  our  attention,  for  a  few  moments,  to 
ianooent  tumors  alone,  and  speak  very  briefly  of  their  classi- 
feation.  Oar  first  division  will  be  into  the  cyst  or  cystic 
ImorBi  and  the  solid  tumors.  Indeed,  there  are  not  a  few 
iulancea  in  which  the  two  divisions  run  together  and  become 
confued.  Thus,  on  the  one  side,  in  cases  to  which  I  have 
already  referred,  a  solid  growth  may  spring  from  the  inner 
walls  of  a  cyst,  and  enlarge  more  rapidly  than  the  walls  do, 
aay  fiU  the  cavity,  and  come  in  contact  and  unite  with  the 
vaDs ;  and  thos  may  be  traced  a  complete  series  of  grada- 
tioiis  from  the  cystic  to  the  solid  tumor.  Again,  on  the  other 
kmd,  cysts  may  be  formed  vrithin  solid  tumors,  and  increasing 
rapidly  than  the  solid  structure,  may  reduce  it  to 
ply  more  than  a  congeries  of  cysts,  or  to  one  great  cyst. 

li  may  be  said  that  this  is  a  useless  and  arbitrary  division, 
tat  sach  classifications  cannot  be  well  made ;  because,  between 
eadi  two  assumed  kinds  or  groups  of  tumors  intermediate  ex- 
BBples  may  be  found  transitional,  as  it  were,  from  one  species 
Is  the  other;  the  one,  it  is  said,  runs  into  the  other;  as  Mr. 
Abemethy  expressed  it:  ^^  Diseases  resemble  colors  in  this 
icspect — that  a  few  of  the  primary  ones  only  can  be  discrimi- 
■ated  and  expressed,  whilst  the  intermediate  shades,  though 
fistiiigaishable  by  close  attention  and  comparative  observa- 
tkRi,  do  not  admit  of  description  and  denomination."  He 
does  not  for  one  moment,  because  of  the  intermediate  tints, 
lefiue  to  name  and  arrange  the  primary  colors,  so  neither 
fid  be,  nor  need  we  hesitate  to  name  and  classify  diseases, 
sad  among  them  the  principal  forms  of  tumors. 

Tomors  having  a  compound  structure  are  mentioned  os  ob- 
jsetiona,  bot  these  are  exceptions. 

With  the  same  propriety  we  might  discard  the  classification 
«f  the  tisanes  of  the  body.  The  various  forms  of  the  fibro- 
cutilage,  for  instance,  fill  up  every  possible  gradation  from 
cmalage  to  fibrous  tissue ;  between  fibro-ccllular  and  fibrous 
msnes,  between  tendons,  aponeurosis  and  faciase,  between 
cpitbeliim  and  simple  membrane.    There  are  in  the  natural 


otorai  the  narrowert  gridstibiis.  T«k  ire  nme  jind 
mgedie  oatiiral  txssaee  wiihjome  Mtlk  «iid  modli  utility; 
i  60  we  may  Ae  tumors  that  resemble  them, 
fhat  tiie  chBrecters  of  tirinors  are  not  eoastaaty  uid  tiiat 
toy  most  be  rebkoned  as  examples  of  one  speeies,  whieli 
e  not  mnch,  if  at  all,  like  one  another,  is  agun  mrged  as 
ioflier  objection.  And  tUsdivendty  of  eharaeters  is,  indeed^ 
40  greatest  difiedty  iniii  which  the  paOology  of  tmnors  has 
>Oontend;  but  Aedirersity isnotto  be  called  inconsistency; 
tis  due  to  tiie  fact  that  each  tamor  has,  like  each  natval 
Issue,  its  phase  of  development,  of  degeneration,  and  of  dis^ 
Me.  ITow,  we  hare  acarcely  yet  begun  the  study  of  tiM 
aristionsio  which,  in  each  of  these  phases  the  sevwal  tnmofs 
re  liable*  We  may  liaye  learned,  tor  example,  the  general 
haractBris  of  cartilaginons  tmnors,  as  they  grow  in  the  most 
iTorabie  condition:  but  how  little  do  we  know  of  the  Tariova 
Bpeotstiiese  may  present  when  they  fiul  of  doe  development, 
r  611  into  rarions  diseases  or  varioiisly  degenerate.  Tei 
B  these  dtanges  hare  to  be  stndied  in  the  li^tory  <^  every 
omor;  and  it  wonld  be  as  reasonable  to  duffge  any  natural 
issne  with  inconstancy  because  it  is  altered  in  devd<^mMil 
ad  disease  as  to  hold  that  the  similar  diversity  of  tmnors  is 
a  objection  to  their  classification  according  to  th^  stmetmre. 
Omr  object  in  being  thus  minute  is  not  only  to  distinguish 
ich  land  of  tumor  from  all  other  kinds,  but  in  order  that 
e  may  ffislinguish  each  kind  from  iiselfl  The  difficulties  of 
ich  a  task  are  nearly  insurmountable,  but  they  must  be 
Fercome  before  we  can  cease  to  speak  of  ^^  anomalous  tumors,'' 
id  of  strange  cBstorted  masses,  or  which  is  more  important 
3fbre  we  can,  even  after  the  removal  of  the  tamor,  make  out  % 
}rrect  prognosis. 

But,  gentlemen,  I  feel  that  I  have  already  detained  yon 
nite  too  long,  and  with  the  hope  thut  some  time  in  the  future 
may  be  permitted  to  resume  this  very  important  subject,  I 
)ase  for  the  present,  for  we  have  scarcely  arrived  at  the 
treshold  of  our  investigations. 


oiBouflsiair. 
Dr.  AsMOft  nid  Aat  tke  distiBetion  between  the  maligaaat 
-malignint  growihi  is  often  a  question  of  difficult 
Tho  dBgne  of  malignancy  varies  very  mnoh  in 
Henoa  the  doobtfiil  and  often  intennediate 
*  between  tbe  malignant  and  non-maUgnant  growths. 
&0t8  have  been  aocnmnlated  as  to  their 
•tnetare^-their  rapid  extension  by  mnltiplica* 
1mm  of  oella-»tlieir  tendency  to  pervade  oomponnd  organs, 
Ac  Bat  stiU  he  believed  that  the  microscope  had  failed  to 
I  oat  the  distinctive  charactaristios  of  the  hetero- 
At  an  early  period  in  the  study  of 
f  ,  it  was  thought  that  a  certain  fmrm  of  the  cell  was 
ie.  B«t  the  result  of  many  examinations  has 
i  that  there  is  no  ens  form  of  cell  that  can  be  relied  on 
\  and- distinctive  test 
I  pefhafM  no  one  characteristic  more  striking  than 
exaangmBe  state  of  the  textures,  which  is  obvious 
I  palidi^  sad  sallowness  of  complexion.  l%e 
system  qipears  to  be  aifectedwith  a  peculiar  cachexia 
by  languor,  eauciation,  debility,  snd  a  degraded 


Ha  alldUd  also  to  the  development  of  Parasftit  in 

grwwdM.    This  is  a  question  of  growing  interest 
Low  forms  of  organic  matter  are  often 
in  diseased  structures ;  what  relation  do  they  sustain 
the  loveivd  vitality  of  a  part?  Perhaps  the  diseased 
espenislly  when  the  powers  of  healthy  nutrition 
.  to  daelina,  affords  a  suitable  nichcf  for  their  develop- 


I  atlentien  to  some  interesting  points  of  diagnosis 
\  diseases  of  the  stomadi.    These  often 
ly  obscnre,  are  frequently  confounded  with  tumors 
ef  the  tpigaitile  region,  especially  in  the  situation  of  the 
Tme,  the  character  of  the  pain,  the  emaciation, 
caehexia^  the  nausea,  vomiting,  etc,  may 
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lead  us  to  8U9peet  malignant  diaeaBe  of  the  stomach.  But  he 
desired  to  o^  attention  prominently  to  the  hctj  that  low 
form  of  animal  parasitis^  such  at  the  yibriones  and  sarcins^ 
are  found  in  the  yeasty  matter  ejected  from  the  stomach  in 
malignant  diseases.  Ubis  is  a  diagnostic  point  that  ne 
should  not  fidl  to  avail  oiurselres  of. 

The  same  thing  is  obsenred  in  malignant  diseases  of  the 
kidneys,  bladder,  and  furostrate  ^and.  Bficroscopic  obserr»" 
tion  often  reveals  a  large  quanti^  of  animal  infiisoria  in  the 
urine. 

Dr.  Oasboll  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  surgeons  were 
still  undecided  in  what  cases  morbid  growths  would  be  re- 
moved with  benefit  to  the  patient.  He  supposed  the  oo- 
currence  of  animalcules  on  the  free  surface  of  tissues,  sueh 
as  the  mucous  membrane,  would  not  lead  us  to  suppose  thej 
would  also  exist  in  the  tissues  of  a  tumor.  He  is  of  opiniom 
that  non-malignant  tumors  may  become  malignant  from  in- 
jury or  other  causes,  and  which  if  removed  previous  to  thdr 
degeneration,  a  cure  would  be  effected  which  afterwards 
would  not  admit  of  sudi  a  prognosis. 

He  related  a  case  of  fleshy  tumor  which  at  first  was 
homogeneous,  and  in  a  man  of  sound  health  to  all  appearance, 
this  afterwards  became  softened,  and  the  patient's  health 
began  to  decline ;  the  tumor  was  removed,  tmt  a  deposit  of 
encephaloid  matter  took  place  in  the  peritoneal  cavity,  of 
which  he  died. 

Dr.  MussET  related  a  case  of  abdominal  tumor  which  was 
at  first  involved  in  some  obscurity,  it  was  pendulous  and  ap- 
peared attached  to  the  transverse  colon,  and  admitted  of 
being  raised  upwards;  when  the  patient  took  the  erect 
position,  it  reached  as  far  as  the  pubis ;  its  apparent  connec- 
tion was  thin,  its  lower  border  broad,  giving  it  a  wedge-shaped 
and  crescentic  appearance.  Upon  inquiring  into  the  habits 
of  the  woman,  it  was  learned  that  she  was  in  the  habit  of 
taking  large  quantities  of  charcoal,  and  for  a  long  time. 
Enemata  were  used  which  brought  away  portions  of  charcoal 
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whlioiit  homver  lessening  the  size  of  the  tumor,  which  was 
doobtlesB  hj  the  acoumulation  of  that  material  in  the 
I  eolon. 
With  regard  to  innocent  tumors  becoming  malignant,  he 
not  prepared  to  admit.  Microscopists  regard  innocent 
as  simple  hypertrophies,  the  canceous  or  malignant 
oells  which  are  at  all  cTents  different  from  those 
in  natural  tissues.  From  the  late  investigations  at 
fkft  CoDege  of  France,  it  would  appear  that  these  peculiar 
cdls  may  be  absent  though  the  tumor  be  of  a  malignant 


Dr.  Blackkah  commented  upon  the  unprofitable  and  un- 
•ilisfactory  results  of  the  investigations  made  by  distinguish- 
ed padiolopsts,  and  stated  that  as  yet,  the  surgeon  is  not  in 
As  peesesBion  of  a  positive  test  of  malignant  growths, 
a^adally  in  the  earlier  period  of  their  existence.  One  of 
Ac  qieakers  had  alluded  to  the  appearance  presented  by  the 
yatient  as  affording  some  evidence  of  the  character  of  the 
■orlud  growth.  Now  modem  pathologists  tell  us  that  inno- 
cent tumors  never  degenerate,  yet  every  surgeon  knows  that 
iksae  which  have  proved  their  malignancy  by  ultimately 
fcstmjing  the  patient,  have  now  and  then  existed  for  many 
vnaooompanied  by  any  signs  of  deterioration  of  the 
health.  The  appearance  of  a  patient,  therefore,  may 
aoC  IB  tome  eases  afford  material  aid  in  discriminating  the 
■afign  from  the  benign  tumors. 

The  microBOopists  have  sadly  disappointed  the  expectations 
tf  nany  who  have  anxiously  watched  the  results  of  their  in- 
iCBtigatioiis.  Velpeau  was  among  the  first  to  urge  them  to 
tttet  their  attention  to  this  subject,  but  we  all  know  what 
fittfe  VBhie  he  now  attaches  to  the  eaneer-eeU.  He  divided  a 
■■■■Ary  tumor  into  into  five  pieces,  and  sent  one  to  five 
wdl-kaown  microscopists.  They  could  not  find  a  eaneer^eU 
m  it,  yet  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  the  disease  reappear- 
•I  in  the  vidnity  of  the  cicatrix,  and  soon  destroyed  the 
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mittee  Dr.  Bennett  infonns  na,  found  it  ntteriy  iaiipoMible  t# 
£fnn  miy  eatigftMmry  ooadmoni)  uA  ^mh,  ]>r.  Bkctafiaa 
believedi  ttmst  be  Hk^  AckaontedgHieift  of  all  ifbo  ha?6  cavih 
Idly  HAd  in^artidyiy  ^Mnined  the  itfattiMr.  Tiie  mierof 
Mqiiste  ctony  the  ntftlignanoy  irf  ef ithetuJ  ittmpii^  and  soMtt 
«bat  they  iure  iHit  liaUe  i»  cetttH  eAar  MirpMaen.  Dr,  B^ 
bad  beardaome  of  the  iddeatteaehetfa  m  tbia  oaanti^  axyvecp 
tbe  aam^  ^kioa,  bat  lie  Imad  aee«  many  ^aatt  la  whieb 
the  diaeaae  had  retarned,  either  at  the  original  aeat  <d  tba 
affMftioii,  4t  in  the  inuHediaW  tieinil^  id  the  weuid»:  B%ck 
he  believed  had  been  the  ezpenenee  of  V elpean* 

Dn  Baku  eenourred  ia^  the  "viewa  of  Ih^  lUaffilranian  vfth 
fegBod  to  epithelial  eanoeri  b«l;  iraa  incttaed  to  believe  that 
lion-malignaat  groivtha  may  beoone  malignaiit.  Se  yalalad 
a  caae  of  a  taoior  on  the  tibia  vbich  vae  for  a  UnDg  time  4f 
auaide  oharaeter,  anattendad  :w«th  pain  laatil  isjured  \fj  f 
aevere  UoW',  it  thou  btfoame  aofteaed,  Mid  ra|»^  inereaae^ 
in  aiae,  when  removed  it  ppeaented  all  the  appeaxance  of 
medolary  sarcoma.  "Ita  removal  waa  ahortly  ajfterwardi 
liollowed  by  Fnngna  Hematodea  f<»r  whioh  ampatation  of  thft 
thigh  waa  p^onoed.  The  diaeaae  however  retiu&e^  and 
the  patient  died* 

Ihr.  Muassv  aaid  that  it  baa  been  proved  that  the  difieaae 
may  be  eradicated  by  repeated  operationa.  fle  aUoded  t^ 
the  caae  in  which  hia  father  had  operated  firat  for  dipeaae  of 
the  thumb  and  fore  finger ;  anii  in  anoceasive  operatkma  the 
fore  arm,  arm  and  finally  the  daviole  and  acapnia  were  rch 
moved.  The  firat  operation  waa  in  1817,  the  man  ia  atifl 
living,  and  haa  had  no  further  return  of  the  diaeaaa.  Be 
would  not  withhold  the  operation,  nnleaa  the  parte  were  ae 
involved  by  diaeaae  aa  to  make  it  a  problem  whether  the 
patient  would  amrvive. 

Moved  that  epilepay  be  the  aubject  for  diaouaeion  at  the 
next  meeting. 
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BLXCnOV  OF  MEMBERS. 

Dra.  Geo.  C.  Blackman,  B.  7.  Richardson,  J.  T.  Helm,  and 
S.  B.  Tomliiisoii  were  nnanimoosly  elected. 


t^^»^^t*^^*^>^^^^^^ 


Cornspffnhnte. 


West  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Feb.  10, 1856. 
Hb.  BniTOEf — ^Tke  following  case  wiUdoabtless  interest  the 
mioB  of  jour  Taliiable  jonmal.  It  occurred  in  the  practice 
9l  Dr.  Whl  ConKm,  of  Norristown,  Pa.  With  his  permission 
I  win  attempt  to  present  the  ease,  in  its  details,  as  related  to 
mm  bj  kirn,  as  accnrmtelj  as  mj  memory  will  permit. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1855,  John  W.,  about  85  years 
d^age,  of  intemperate  habits,  fell  upon  a  quart  flask  which  he 
m  onTiiig  in  his  pataloons  pocket,  thereby  inflicting  a 
in  the  left  side  of  his  abdomen  midway  between  the 
Boperior  BfAnoas  process  of  the  ileum  and  the  sym- 
l^sa  of  the  pnbes.  The  incision  was  about  one  inch  in 
■ad  ruining  abnoet  parallel  to  the  fibres  of  the  obli- 
i  moBole.  The  glass  penetrated  through  the  in- 
and  mnscles,  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
a  hole  into  a  portion  of  the  smsll  intestines,  suffi- 
mm  to  admit  an  ordinary  quill. 

Of  eniag  was  wet  and  chilly ;  he  laid  some  three  hours 
Kfco  reeeipt  of  the  injury  before  de  was  discovered. 
Wkk  MID6  aasiitanoe  he  walked  a  hundred  yards  to  the  toll* 
hmm  ci  the  lower  bridge.  In  a  few  moments  afterwards^ 
Bfe:  Gmtmni  saw  him.  He  was  very  wet,  and  almost  pulseless. 
On  eponiDg  hia  pantaloons,  there  lay  from  four  to  six  yards 
d  imaD  intestines,  with  pieces  of  glass  through  them.  Upon 
inmiwtion,  they  were  found  deeply  conjested,  cold,  and 
Usody.  The  opening  in  the  bowel,  above  mentioned,  gave 
tail  to  its  oontenta  in  a  steady  stream.  At  once,  the  opening 
b  tkt  got  waa  tied  upi  by  passing  a  small  firm  ligature  around 
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it,  in  the  maimer  we  encircle  the  mouth  of  a  bag,  and  the  ends 
of  the  ligature  were  cut  off  cloee  to  the  knot;  the  whole  was 
carefully  washed  in  tepid  water — ^the  external  wound  was  en- 
larged, and  the  mass  returned  to  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
A  few  stitches  secured  the  external  wound,  and  the  edges 
firmly  united  by  adhesive  strips. 

Stimulants,  internal  and  external;  were  freely  resorted  to, 
until  reaction  was  established ;  also,  at  the  same  time,  sulph. 
morp.  was  administered  to  relieve  pain. 

The  general  treatment  pursued  was  ihe  free  use  of  sul. 
morp.  to  keep  the  bowels  as'  quiet  as  possible  and  to  control 
pain,  which  he  complained  of  for  several  days,  in  the  right 
lumbar  region.  His  bowels  were  not  distended  until  the 
evening  of  the  8th  day,  when  a  mild  enema  was  given,  which 
purged  him  freely. 

He  was  kept  upon  the  lowest  diet ;  for  two  days,  nothing 
was  given  but  cold  water.  The  third  day  he  was  allowed 
some  rice  and  barley  water;  on  the  seventh  day,  a  little 
oyster  soup  was  added.  A  more  nutritious  diet  was  per- 
mitted as  the  fever  and  soreness  abated. 

I  was  on  a  visit  to  Norristown  fifteen  days  after  the  occur- 
rence of  the  accident:  Dr.  C.  asked  me  to  go  with  him  to  see 
the  patient  in  question.  We  found  him  sitting  up  in  bed» 
looking  lively,  and  cheerful,  reading  a  newspaper — ^his  pulse 
was  full,  and  quiet,  and  without  pain  in  any  part  of  his  abdo- 
men. The  external  wound  was  perfectly  healthy  in  appear 
ance  and  almost  well.  A  dose  of  castor  oil  was  ordered  to 
be  taken,  which,  I  afterwards  learned,  caused  a  fi^e  and 
natural  stool.  The  ligature  was  expected  in  the  stool,  but  it 
was  not  found,  either  because  it  was  so  small  as  not  to  be  seen, 
or  it  bad  become  decomposed  in  the  fecal  matter  before  it  was 
discharged. 

He  gradually  got  well  without  an  untoward  symptom ;  and 
I  am  free  to  say,  that  for  bis  happy  recovery  he  is  indebted 
to  the  care,  judgment,  and  tact  of  his  physician ;  for,  cer- 
tainly, with  a  racked  constitution  from  exposure,  disease,  and 
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:  drink,  a  resalt  so  desirable,  and  consoling  to  himself, 
co«ld  hare  been  attained  in  the  hands  of  none  but  the  skilful 
aMlwdl-infonned.  Isaac  W.  Hughes,  M.  D. 


Couirnr  of  Richmond,  Ya.,  Jan  81, 1856. 
PlbOFBSflOR  Wood— Dear  Sir — ^I  bad  the  pleasure  of  re- 
ewring  your  excellent  journal  a  few  days  ago,  for  which 
please  accept  my  thanksi  «  *  *  ♦  I  take  the  liberty 
ef  sending  yon,  for  the  journal,  '^  Obseryations  on  Scarlatina, 
m  it  oeearred  in  the  counties  of  Richmond  and  Westmoreland, 
Y%^  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1864."  No  disease,  per- 
kfiy  whose  pathological  symptoms  are  so  regular  and  well 
■wkcd,  has  receiyed  such  a  variety  of  treatment  as  Scarla- 
tina,  nor  are  physicians,  at  present  at  all  agreed  as  to  the 
fttual  plan  of  treatment.  This  may  arise  from  the  varieties 
tf  dbe  disease  itself,  the  type  of  the  prevailing  epidemic,  the 
slBoq»heric  vicissitudes  under  which  it  occurs,  &c.,  and  other 
^iit  ml  phenomenOj  unnoticed  by  writers.  Scarlatina  in- 
the  skin,  the  tonsils,  the  mucus  membrane  of  the 
pharynx,  and  with  slight  arterial  action,  alternating 
wkh  chills,  weariness,  languor,  and  dejection;  scarlet  efflores- 
CBce  occurring  on  the  third  day;  desquamation  of  the  cuti- 
de  a  few  days  after,  and  subsidence  of  the  disease.  This  is 
a  icariatina  simplex,  of  authors,  which  varies  in  type  from 
t^  ai^Marance  of  mere  roseola  to  the  more  serious  form  of 
.  anginoea.  This  variety,  if  let  alone,  from  niuner- 
by  the  writer,  requires  little  or  no  treatment, 
mk  the  leas  medical  intermeddling  the  better. 

Daring  the  occurrence  of  these  cases,  however,  if  the 
wafhrr  is  very  cold,  and  the  patient  exposed  much  either 
ymriooaly  or  during  the  disease,  or  if  drastic  purgatives  have 
hea  teaortcd  to,  the  malady  suddenly  assumes  the  aggra- 
ftfal  aynq^toms  of  the  more  severe  disease,  the  pulse  becomes 
ad  quicker,  restlessness  greater,  the  tongue  dry,  pre- 
;  the  appearance  of  red  papillse;  eyes  red,  with  great 
to  light;  throat  sore  and  painful;  swelling  of  the 
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glands;  tonailfl  enlarged  and  higUj  inflamed^  witli  most  (Ji 
the  symptoms  of  Pynanche  Maligna,  the  redness  of  the  sida 
being  in  patches,  with  little  or  no  elevation  of  the  snrfaee, 
however ;  this  is  a  case  of  the  anginose  disease,  the  redness 
and  swelling  of  the  tonsils  being  a  prominent  symptom  which 
may  be  severe,  even  malignant,  according  to  treatment  or 
other  circnmstances,  either  of  constitution  or  locality.     There 
was  no  vomiting  or  nansea  uid  no  sequelss  or  secondary 
symptoms  in  the  oases  which  the  writer  attended,  from  Ae 
beginning  of  the  disease,  except  one  case,  a  hay  of  S  yearw 
M;  this  case  recovered  as  did  the  others,  some  eighteen  or 
twenty  in  nnmber.    These  cases  occnrred  in  January  and 
February.    In  the  succeeding  months  of  March  and  April,  » 
malignant  form  of  Measles  broke  out,  attacking  patients  tnm 
a  few  years  old  to  50  years  of  age.    Several  of  the  patients 
who  had  the  searlet  fever  took  the  measles — a  drettnwkinc^ 
to  he  noted.    These  cases,  about  forty  in  number,  recovered, 
though  there  were  instances  of  death  in  the  region  at  ib& 
time.     The  writer  had  seldom  an  opportunity  of  seeing  pa- 
tients in  secondary  stages  of  Scarlatina.     The  disease  must 
have  been  very  severe  in  these  counties  and  the  region  gen- 
erally, as  many  deaths  occurred  from  it.     One  physician  lost 
a  son,  another  two  children  of  his  own.    In  some  localities  the 
disease  was  very  fSortal.     As  I  am  writing  for  proficients, 
many  of  whom  are  doubtless  much  better  acquainted  with  the 
disease  than  myself,  my  observations  on  the  treatment  shall  • 
be  brief.    Various  remedies  have  been  employed  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Scarlatina  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 
Bloodletting,  purgatives,  emetics,  rubefaciants,  have  all  been 
tried,  highly  extolled,  and  condemned.    Unctions  medications 
to  the  general  surface  of  the  skin  have  been  highly  approved. 
Most  of  the  above  means  have  been  abused  by  rash  or  indis- 
creet practitioners.    From  conversations  with  our  brethren 
in  the  profession,  and  from  notices  of  essays  appearing  in 
medical  journals  occasionally  the  last  fifteen  years,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  that  too  great  use  has  been  made  of  bloodlet- 
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ting  and  pnrgatiTeSy  especially  the  latter. ;  nor  has  rubefacient 
•iqplieatioiks  to  the  throat,  nor  blisters,  appeared  to  suceeed. 
TIm  little  sufferer  is  struggling  with  a  powerful  enemy  (a  sore 
JiiMsr)  which  requires  all  of  the  powers  of  the  system  to  re- 
■St,  and  it  seems  little  less  than  madness  to  place  upon  him 
■aolher  power,  which,  by  reducing  his  strength,  lessens  his 
shanee  in  a  struggle  with  an  enemy  which  is  not  to  be  imme- 
fiifedy  shaken  oC  Ab  the  disease  is  self-limited,  and  mil 
1^  its  eoorse,  palliatiyes  then  seem  to  be  the  indications,  and 
Acy  have  saooeeded  with  me.  Diaphoretic  anodynes  (especi- 
d|y  die  preparations  of  morphine,  antimony,  squills,  asafoeti- 
4^  vhk  nitrate  of  potassa,  with  an  occasional  lazatiye  of  ol. 
t^  or  some  other  mild  aperient,  if  the  bowels  are  confined, 
f  a  strictly  antiphlogistio  diet,  deturgent  gargles  of 
1  borax  and  honey,  or  acetic  add  and  tinct.  capsicum 
I  cUoride  of  sodium  are  indications,  and  they  have  suc- 
Bleeding,  if  the  pulse  requires  it,  which  is  not 
aa  the  arterial  excitement  is  somewhat  sympathetic, 
do  not  succeed  generally.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
I  generally  giro  the  following : 
9  Puly.  Ipecac.,  12  gr. 
Ant  Tart.  }" 

Nit  Potassa,  6  " 
Sulph.  Moprh.,  4 '' 
Olycyr.  glabra,  2  3 
Aqua  Ferv.         4  S 

M.  Fiat  mistura. 
Deae,  a  teaspoonful— <mce  in  2  hours, 
k  ii  addon  physicians  have  time  to  write  with  much  de- 
Please  excuse  the  above. 
With  much  respect,  yours,  &c., 

B.  B.  Batt^ile,  M.  p. 


S40^  Ptagrm  ^ , 

progress  of  ^tVniu. 

GEBUANT. 

On  Wofmi.—Tvm,  the  Gernuui.    Trandatad  for  tlie  "  Wettem 
LftDoet'' 

Han  boards  and  lodges  witbin  his  bod^  a  great  number  of 
Worms.    There  are  known  OTer  twentj  kmds  of  worms,  wUdi 
have  been  found  not  only  in  the  intestines,  but  also  in  almost  all  tfa*£ 
other  oigans  of  the  human  bodj,  and  many  of  them  in  plaoes  to, 
which  no  external  access  exists,  partly  in  the  most  hidden  innec^ 
oigans,  as  in  ibe  brain,  in  the  eye,  m  the  mnsde,  in  Ae  liver,  in  thi' 
kidneys,  ke.    Many  physicians  assore  their  patients,  that  wtemav" 
as  the  lumbricoides,  ascarides,  and  the  tape  worms,  are  generatisd 
at  the  expense  of  the  substance  of  the  body  by  a  morbid  diqpositiony 
which  can  be  corrected  by  proper  remedMs.    The  investigsAioiii' 
of  our  days  have  put  an  aid  to  sneh  theories.    The  extramlinaiji 
fecundity  of  most  of  the  intestinal  worms  was  already  known  ia . 
former  days.    A  sinde  tape  worm  generates  annuaDy  seveml  mil- 
lions  of  eggs ;  a  Inuibricoid  peihaps  surpasses  it  yet  in  fecunditr.'* 
The  giant  strangle,  thwuffmhu  gigoMf  which  fortunatdj  very  raraqr' 
is  found  in  the  &dnej  of  man,  but  when  there,  unavoidably  cauaaa 
death  by  the  destruction  of  the  tissue, — this  worm,  which  is  proba* 
bly  one  of  the  most  sterile,  yet  produces  at  least  hundreds  of  thou- ' 
sands  of  eggs  in  one  year.    And  this  tremendous  production  of 
eggs  is  not  limited  to  one  time,  as  is  the  case  witn  many  other 
animals;  but  the  lumbriooids  and  other  round  worms  live  to  a 
certainty  several  years,  and  the  formation  of  eggs  or  living  young 
ones  goes  on  uninterruptedly.    The  propagation  of  the  tape  worm 
is  almost  unlimited ;  for  we  know  now,  wat  the  small  head  with 
its  thin  neck,  which  clings  firmly  to  the  wall  of  the  intestine,  is  tk$ 
productive  animal  proper,  which  develops  at  its  hinder  coid  by 
germination  always  new  although  in  many  respects  incomplete 
animals,  which  continue  attached  to  the  motter  and  thus  appear  aa 
joints,  each  tape- worm-joint  is  an  independent  sexual  animal,  ibr 
each  of  these  joints  has  male  and  female  generative  oigans,  each 
one  generates  thousands  of  ^gs,  and  when  these  eag^  are  ripe,  the 
joint  or  a  series  of  joints  drop  off,  and  pass  <^  wiuthe  contents  of 
the  intestines,  to  begin  a  new  life  without  and  to  go  through  new 
stages  of  development.    In  the  mean  time  the  firmly  adhering  head 
causes  the  shoot  of  new  joints,  and  the  severed  ripe  joints  are 
replaced  by  immature  new  ones,  which  gradually  grow  and  develop* 
If  we  consider,  Uiat  the  mature  point  of  a  Tsenia  Solium  has  the 
length  of  only  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  that  such  a  tape-worm  mav 
grow  to  the  length  of  perhaps  100  fieiet,  and  that  eacn  of  the  4800 
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y*  Mi.  xrhioh  would  compose  such  a  worai,  is  a  uioihcr  of  pcrhapi 
I'M-  »  ^-j-,.  we  can  form  an  itlca  of  the  imnienso  proihictivo  faculty 
»•£  ^  :•' .  .4  v»Ty  little  heail.  Ilcnco  a  person  alllicttHl  with  tape-worm 
^r~  •  V.  ith  him  in  his  hoily  a  constantly  pnuiucing  Hourcc  of 
ii:  r  ^  -pic  ta{n.*-wonn  o^gs,  which  he  ilepo^its  every  where  with 
mk  .  '\wn\s  of  his  howels,  and  w4th  which  again  dung-pits  and 
l*v -•*.*">  ATc  tilliil,  and  which  are  carrieil  away  everywhere  in 
zLJkZ.'^''.'  an  i  tht*  drainings.  The  farmer  who  dungs  with  such 
z^xwT^  «'r  irrigatO"*  with  such  drainings  his  liclds  and  meadows,  the 
rir:*:;  r  who  waters  with  such  dung-water  his  liorhs  anil  vegeta- 
:«-^— ih-\v  all  soiv  unconsciously  wonu-eggs  into  the  earth,  upon 
p^AT'o  azj  i  kitchen  vogetahles.  The  drainings  of  water-closets  and 
;r>:-«,  which  have  Wn  used  hy  tapo-worm  patient-s  carry  h un- 
^"^  t .  •u«.iiidH  and  millions  of  microscopic  little  eggs  inio  creeki 
4t:  ri'.crs,  where  they  are  j»orhaps  swallowed  by  their  inliabitants, 
t:  '"^rLip*  dopo-^iunl  on  their  hank.**. 

I*r*«-2-*  all  this,  these  eggs  have  a  vitality,  which  almost  surpasses 
-zm:  •  I  :he  soe«ls,  which  were  embalmed  with  the  mummies.  They 
?^.-:  ibv'  nio>t  destructive  agencies  fouml  in  nature.  Excess  of 
.^-:  v.-**  lia"*  IV*  nmre  elYi'ct  upon  them  than  complete  exsiccation  ; 
.  *:  \u\  «'•!!  prove  in«'}Vectual  ;  tlie  aciid  leys  and  salts  of  the 
i-i  ■•*.:«•  Mi\  decompo>ing  substances  do  not  destroy  their  power 
•l  '  tvi'ijiriicnt.  Only  boiling  heat,  which  docs  not  exJNt  in  nature, 
:.  i  . '•rt«  vistratetl  arids  and  alkalies  kill  tlu'se  eggs.  The  time  of 
-:-..•  ;:;r.4iion  ai  eggs  has  not  yet  boon  asirrtaineil,  hut  they  can 
••  .*..y  I.i>t  for  years,  until  the  favoral»le  CDuditions  for  their  do- 
v.  J  ii-Zit  are  rcali/.t-d.  Hence  we  mh*  already  in  tlie  In'ginning  of 
:.-  li-  Jr'ilyiiig  piuce^s  two  es.sential  guaranties  of  propagation 
-•«A.  --*..- i.  ahhough  under  unfavorabli*  external  con«litions ;  viz., 
;•-*  j»-*:-r.4!i«»!i  of  uu!nlH?.'*le''S  germs,  and  the  indestructibility  of 
->-^  c-^mi^  umler  ordinary  eircumstani'es. 

I'v.  lAj-'-WMrm  e*^\^  gets  in  various  ways  to  tin?  place  of  its  de>ti- 
L..   '.       W'tw  niiuy  in^'cts  and  larvie  of  insects  live  in  mml,  in 

Z.Z  '•» -•  r.  In  r  »ul  >ubst.inc->  ;  how  many  other  animulM  again  in 
j-  J-  :li«:.  o:*  plants  in  the  watiM',  where  th<»  0'^\if>  ai-e  carried  !  'Hiere 
:  -  p'  .:ciMy  the  larvie  of  the  cock-roach,  which  in  dung  and 
1^:.*:-  r-tvives  ilio  taj»e-woim  ^'H^I,  and  as  bug  carries  it  into  the 
Ztm.-:-  -x  ^f  the  baker  and  under  the  iiour ;  h'*re  it  is  perhajis  the 
4;^..  which  with  the  lettuce-leaves  npprojiriated  to  itself  such  little 
-cr-.  kifi  alloW"*  them  a  temporary  shelter  in  its  respiratory  cavity, 
-  • :«  Li  iriey  ne-itle,  until  thi^  huail  is  eati^i  by  another  animal. 
V,'  :j  j^-^j-n  |i?irsley,  lettuce  and  all  the  unboiled  herbs,  whitrh  arp 
J*,  i  oar  kitclien  and  plaee«l  ujion  our  table,  we  bring  perhaps  a 
:v4i.:  xj  *jf  iln^ie  microscoj»ic  tape- worm -eggs  into  our  int(»stinos, 
■  •    '.  ♦  Iht  ;<>  to  ihem  in  spito  of  our  <-leanliness  antl  careful  washing. 

W.-r.  -he  gra«.  whicli  it  eats,  the  sheep  swallows  the  tajw- worm - 
<Ce  «^-h  comes  from  the  excrements  of  the  shepherd's  dog,  and 
vuxvn.— 16. 
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which  develops  in  its  brain  as  magot,  (Coennnis  cerebralis)  nntil 
a  wolf  or  another  carnivorous  animal  eats  the  brain-sick  sheep  and 
the  (Coenuras)  maggot  gets  with  the  pre^  into  the  stomach  and 
bowels  of  the  marawler,  where  it  develops  mto  tape-worm. 

Thus  there  are  innumerable  ways  for  these  inv-isible  little  eggs, 
to  get  to  proper  places  for  their  entire  or  partial  development. 
But  with  even  this,  all  means  are  not  yet  exhausted.  From  the  m 
slips  forth  a  young  one,  formed  of  soft  granulous  substance,  which 
has  the  power  of  expanding  and  contracting  in  all  diroctions,  and 
scarcely  larger  than  a  blood-globule  is  armed  with  six  little  hookip 
which  can  1^  arbitrarily  moved  and  directed  backward  and  forwaid. 
By  means  of  these  hooks  this  diminutive  creature  bores  itself 
through  all  tissues,  without  leaving  a  ti-aoe  of  its  passage.  With 
the  anterior  stiletta — ^like  hooks  it  punctures,  with  the  two  lateral 
pairs  it  presses  against,  increases  the  opening,  pushes  itself  forth 
and  squeezes  through  by  contracUon  and  expansion.  From  the 
intestine  it  can  thus  slide  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  into  the 
muscles,  into  the  blood-vessels,  creep  with  the  blood  through  the 
vessels  of  the  body,  again  work  itself  out  of  the  vessel  and  settle 
anywhere  in  the  body,  perhaps  in  the  brain  or  in  the  musonlar 
substance. 

There  new  metamorphosis  often  await  our  little  worm.  The 
animal,  in  which  it  is  fastened  up,  is  perhaps  not  its  proper  and 
definite  abode ;  the  organ,  in  which  it  fixed  itself  not  fit  for  its 
sexual  development,  from  which  it  can  thrust  off  its  eggs  and  joints 
into  the  outer  world.  Now  the  young  tape-worm  gives  up  wander- 
ing, it  encapsules  itself,  increases,  its  hinder  end  grows  bladder-like 
large,  fills  itself  with  albuminous  fluid,  it  becomes  an  hydatid,  a 
Cysticcrcus.  In  this  manner  transformed  to  an  incarcerated  life  in 
a  nariow  cell,  the  Cysticercus  buried  in  the  interior  of  an  animal, 
can  await  for  years  a  development,  which  often  only  accident  ofiers. 

In  other  cases,  however,  in  compensation  of  the  sexual  genera- 
tion which  it  never  accomplishes  in  encapsuled  state,  it  gets  the 
faculty  of  sprouting.  Its  vesicular  tail  becomes  the  place,  where 
numerous  little  heads  and  necks  sprout,  and  the  colony,  which  thus 
originateil  by  sprouting,  and  often  contains  thousands  of  little 
heads  capable  of  development,  expands  more  and  more,  grows  at 
the  expense  of  the  neighboring  oi^ns,  which  suffer  by  the  pressure 
and  diminish.  Thus  the  health  of  the  inhabited  animal  becomes 
impaired,  which  sick  and  debilitated  now  the  sooner  becomes  the 
prey  of  a  rapacious  animal.  There  in  the  intestine  of  this  animal 
IS  at  last  the  proper  place  for  the  sexual  development  of  the  tape- 
worm. The  vesicular  tails  are  cast  off,  every  head  becomes  free, 
sucks  and  hooks  itself  somewhere  on  the  intestinal  wall  and  shoots 
forth  joints,  which  generate  new  eggs  and  thereby  cause  a  new 
cyclus  of  life  to  b^n. 

In  this  extract  from  a  physiological  essay  we  add  the  following 
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T»-T  interesting  experiment  made  by  I>r.  P.  Kuchenmcister  of 
Zinan.  as  reported  bj  him  in  the  Vienna  Med.  Waehenschrifi,  1855, 
I.  proving  that  CysticerctiR  celhilosep  is  transformed  witliin  the 
L-ini^n  inte:Btinal  canal  into  Taenia  8olium.  Through  the  assititancc 
f4  Tn*%ik-al  friends  Dr.  K.  had  the  chance  to  PX{)eriment  upon  a 
frlmiaal  condemned  to  the  guillotine,  although  the  shortness  of 
t:iLe  illowe^i  (from  6  tij  8  days)  gave  him  but  little  hope  of  success. 
TS»  deh'n<inent  was  canaeil  to  swallow  in  a  dibh  of  soup  seven 
^.1!*  of  new  t'jrsticercuH  tenuicollis  from  the  mesentery  of  a  pig, 
as-:  t^n  hours  liefore  six  pieces  of  Cyst-pisiformis  from  a  rabbit. 
if  h-^iT*  before  his  death  he  took  12  pieces  of  Cysticercus  celUilo», 
(H:--A.*Ie*)  from  raw  pork  in  a  blood-pudding,  and  60  hours  l)eforo 
l:i«  •:-»ath  18  pieces  in  a  soup  of  rice,  36  hours  before  his  death 
15  p<ect^s  in  a  noodle-soup,  24  hours  before  his  death  12  pieces  in 
•  ««asa^,  antl  again  12  hours  before  his  death  18  pieces  Cyst. 
ef-Iinl  ,  hence,  altogether  75  pieces,  which  after  the  animal  had  l)een 
kflS^i.  had  been  exposed  to  the  open  air,  about  72,  84, 108, 120, 132 
k««ir-,  Tlie  execution  took  place  120  hours  after  the  atiministration 
♦•'  th*  Cvftt.  tenuicollis,  and  72  hours  after  the  first,  60  hours  after 
tb-  second  administration  of  the  Cysticercus  ccllulosa^  Dr.  K. 
fodl  nijt  examine  the  intestinal  canal  until  48  hours  after  the 
cx-^tition  ;  it  was  done  60  miles  from  his  home  in  the  anatomical 
r»>m«  in  presence  of  several  Professors  anil  Demonstrators.  Ho 
f>nn-l  in  the  Duodenum  a  little  Ta[>nia,  which  with  its  proboscis 
th-^-t  in,  was  attached  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestine. 
IVf  nnder  the  microscope  one  saw  distinctly  the  snout,  upon  which, 
•i*o  ttimei  forwani,  sat  four  hooks  very  loose,  which  after  careful 
^"T^jpari.-i-^n  with  other  preparations,  proved  to  be  the  hooks  of  the 
T#:Ja  solium.  HcNides  this  he  found  yet  three  Tienia  solium  in  the 
!*-.  -ioD'im,  and  six  more  in  the  washings,  but  these  without  hooks. 
W.in  tho  exi^plion  of  a  single  one,  wliich  was  from  6  to  S  milli- 
^*:^r>  l'.»ng.  and  hatl  a  very  nic«*,  scarcely  yet  cicatrized  appendage, 
L.  :r>»  -thers  were  from  3  to  4  millimeters  long,  and  showoil  at  their 
i^yer  end  the  little  iS-shape-tailetl  inilenteii  contraction.  Of  the  last 
a:-zk!al«trations  no  trace  was  found,  probably  Iwcause  the  Cysticcrc. 
!?:!  Jte  were  introtluce*!  into  the  intestinal  canal,  when  alrearly  dead, 
13 !  the  re^xlt  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  two  first  administrations 
fftly.  Dr.  K.  now  infers  1st,  that  C -ysticercns  cellulose  is  the 
9e^x  of  the  Tanis  Solium  Laminis.  2d.  Tliat  the  infection  with 
Traia  Solium  is  the  same  as  with  other  Taenia  originating  from 
Cy«tiaercn«-  3d.  That  wo  get  infected  by  introducing  Cysticerc. 
OE^al.  in  raw  or  cold  meats,  &c.,  into  our  stomachs.  4.  That  it  is 
yr:v«a  by  experimenta  made  by  onler  of  the  Government  by  Dr.  K. 
a^  odiers,  that  Cysticerc.  ccllul.  can  be  generated  in  the  hog  by 
feidiag  it  upon  the  joints  of  the  Ta?nia  Balium ;  5.  that  they  havo 
L-A  iikroeeddil  to  generate  Cysticerc.  cellulas  in  dogs  and  sheep  by 
fa-*^^g  tbem  with  the  ripe  joints  of  the  Taenia  Solium. 
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Dr.  K.  in  a  former  essay  in  1852  (Prager  EnicliakrMBckr^, 
Yol.  33,  p.  106)  has  pnbliRhed  the  results  of  his  very  interesting 
researches,  experiments  and  observations  regarding  the  generation 
and  propagation  of  T«nia,  A;c.,  to  which  we  call  attention. 

We  conclude  our  gleanings  upon  this  subject  by  adding  the  latest 
remedies  for  the  destruction  and  expulsion  of  Taenia  from  the  in- 
testinal canal. 

1.  K<m$Bo  or  Brayera  anthelmintica  has  been  known  to  the  pro- 
fession for  several  years.  According  to  the  experience  of  U.  I.  Al- 
phert's  {N$derL  Lane,  Jul^,  Aug.,  1863)  neither  the  watery  nor 
the  ethenal  extract  of  Kousso  has  any  effect,  but  the  virtue  is  in  the 
volatile  parts  of  ihe  Kousso-flowers.  He  has  administered  of  the 
pulverized  flowers  from  6  to  7  drachms,  even  12  drachms  without 
bad  effect.    It  acted  in  from  one-half  hour  to  24  hours. 

Saoria,  the  ripe  dried  fruit  of  Maetsa  pieta,  Kachstetter  found  in 
Abyssinia,  imported  and  introduced  into  commerce  in  Hamburg  as 
early  as  1850.  Strahl  in  a  paper  read  before  ia  Soci€t9  de  Mtdecvm 
in  Paris,  asserts  that  it  is  superior  in  its  effect  to  Kousso,  being 
mild,  yet  certain  in  killing  and  expelling  the  worm.  The  dose  ia 
one  ounce  of  the  powder  of  8aoria  in  gruel  or  sweetened  waterp  in 
the  morning  before  breakfast.  Evacuations  follow  two  or  thi«e 
hours  afterwards,  and  in  them  the  dead  Taenia. 

Taize  or  Zatze  or  Zazeh,  the  fruit  of  Myrsina  Africana,  L. 
Strohl  in  the  above  mentioned  paper  says,  Tatze  acts  less  mildly 
than  Saoria,  but  is  a  strong  and  sure  tasnifuge.  The  ordinary  dose 
of  the  powdered  fniit  is  half  an  ounce  in  aromatic  tea  or  water. 
If  no  stools  follow  within  three  or  four  hours,  castor  oil  has  to 
be  administered.  (See  Braiihvfaiie**  Retrospect,  Vol.  30,  page  65, 
on  Tatze.) 


ENGLAND. 

On  Pdypiform  Prolongation  of  the  Uteri.    By  Dr.  SzxuKrrs. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  paper  is  a  remarkable  case,  considered,  indeed, 
by  the  author,  when  taken  in  all  its  bearings,  as  unique.  It  is  an 
example  of  polyp  if orm  prolongation  of  the  anterior  lip  of  the  os 
uteri  becoming  developed  towards  the  end  of  pregnancy,  and  disap- 
pearing spontaneously  some  time  after  delivery.  Such  prolonga- 
tions are  usually  congenital,  or  come  on  at,  or  soon  after,  puberty, 
and  they  arc  rarely  confined  to  one  lip.  It  is  not  very  rare  to  meet 
with  hypertrophy  of  the  vaginal  portion  of  the  uterus,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  injury  done  to  the  cervix  in  labor,  the  anterior  lip  usually 
being  the  part  that  suffers  most,  and  sometimes  the  only  part 
affected.  Still  more  frequent  are  cases  in  which  we  meet  iiinth  pro- 
longation during  the  first  days  of  the  puerperal  state,  indued  by  in- 
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linimrorT  or  opdemaions  swelling.  Thin  is  easily  distingnished  by 
die  <F<ieina  of  the  snrroiinding  parts;  but  even  after  the  involution 
of  the  uterus  has  become  completed,  the  part  does  not  diminish  to 
it«  former  volume.  The  few  cases  of  polypiform  prolongation  of 
••e  or  both  lips,  that  have  hitherto  been  recorded,  have  required  am- 
pn-at:on. 

This  caf«  occurred  in  the  person  of  a  primipara,  aged  29,  who 
hai  monstrmted  regularly  since  she  was  19.  During  the  latter 
K  :'nth>  of  her  pr^n^ancy,  she  had  obsci'ved  something  pi^ssing  from 
Ike  e<pniu]i;,  but  coition  was  not  im})edcd;  and  three  weeks  prior  to 
ieIi\fTT.  (  which  took  place  at  the  eighth  month,)  she  perceived  a 
tea  «r  projecting  from  the  vagina,  which  was  declared  to  be  a  pro- 
IspniF  uteri.  Examined  the  day  after  here  confinement,  a  dark-red, 
fxo'Vtth.  almond-shaped  tumor,  was  found  projecting  about  half-an- 
mA  beyond  the  external  parts,  and  consisting  in  a  prolongation  of 
s^  ant4»rior  lip  of  the  os  uteri,  the  posterior  one  being  of  its  normal 
fiiae.  Hie  swelling  was  painless,  and  the  vagina  was  in  a  normal 
eoftdition.  The  consistence  of  die  tumor  was  hard  and  knotty,  re- 
iPBiMing  swollen  glands.  The  condition  of  the  patient,  suffering 
&0!i:  high  fever  with  delirium,  forbad  amputation  of  the  part;  and 
icrla-,^  a  severe  endometritis  that  ensued  all  that  was  done  as  regards 
XM  t:2mor,  was  to  observe  the  strictest  cleanliness.  Nevertheless,  it 
fiui'ially  diminished  in  size,  so  that  by  tlune  19,  (she  having  been 
aisittf  i  May  15,^  the  two  lips  of  the  os  were  equal,  no  trace  of 
krvextrophy  rnnaining. 

^:ich  prolongations  of  chronic  origin,  and  only  removable  by  sur- 
real opermtion,  are  not  so  rare.  The  author  gives  a  brief  account 
•f  tir«.  cases,  and  refers  to  "  Virchow's  Archiv."  for  two  more. — 
Wien  Wockimck.     1855.     No.  XXXIII. 


Im  Vaccinaiicn  Performed  with  Sufficient  Caref 
'We  copy  the  following  remarks  on  Vaccination  from  the  **Modi- 
^  TiBi««  ^  Gazette,"  London,  for  the  interesting  statistics  con- 
:r^f  i  in  the  article,  and  other  facts  of  general  interest,  though  it 
vu  'iv-ipiod  by  the  editor  of  the  Times  to  have  a  local  influence  on 
ac  Briuah  government.] 

Wiwn  Parliament  meets,  it  is  to  be  hopeil  tliat  early  in  the  scs- 
w%  l^fi^re  Easter^  some  few  hours  will  lie  ilevoteti  to  the  amend- 
Wfai  of  the  Vaccination  Act;  aud  we  venture  to  hoi)e  that,  what- 
rs*-  •'.:h<T  improveiueiits  may  Ijc  ofli'cted,  tin;  rare  and  supcriutcnd- 
flM«  >:'  Vaccination  will  be  taken  fn)ni  under  that  sordid  control  of 
iM  F''«or-Law  Board,  aud  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Health. 
W«  CTTUl  tliat  none  of  our  readers  failed  to  uutice  the  letter  from 
Xr.  W.  B.  Kcfeteven,  which  appeared  in  our  last  number.    The 
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mestion  which  it  raises  iA  one  which  inToIves  the  retj  oharacter  of 
toe  profisssion.  It  is  alleged  that  the  operation  of  Yacoination  m 
often  performed  most  cardesslj.  Let  ns  see  on  what  grounds  thia 
allegation  rests;  what  reasons  oan  be  brouflht  forward  in  extenua- 
tion, if  the  aocnsation  he  a  just  one;  and  what  remedies  can  be  pro- 
vided for  the  future. 

It  seems  that  with  regard  to  Small-Poz,  the  amoont  of  protec* 
tion  which  we  have  enjoyed  during  the  last  fortj  or  fifty  years,  from 
Vaccination,  has  engendered  a  fi^  feeling  of  security,  and  a  care- 
lessness in  the  application  of  the  preservative  measure.  Besides, 
England  is  a  free  country;  it  has  been  the  work  of  half  a  ceutuir 
to  induce  our  legudatoip  to  make  Vaccination  compulsory;  and 
there  is  among  the  vulgar  in  all  countries,  and  the  English  vulgar 
especially,  a  certain  period  of  time  necessary  to  wear  out  their  aver- 
sion to  all  new  remedies  sanctioned  by  the  better  educated  classes. 
At  its  first  mtroduotion.  Vaccination  was  opposod  by  a  certain  set 
of  moralists,  deigymen,  and  gentlemen;  five-and-twenty  years  later^ 
ita  chief  opponents  were  the  tradesmen  and  middling  dasees;  now 
it  is  excepted  by  all  but  the  most  uneducated,  who  can  "  recolleoi 
their  father  saying,  that  Justice  Buch-a-one  used  to  say,  that  it  waa 
wicked  to  put  a  disease  from  a  homed  animal  into  the  body  of  aa 
innocent  baby:  and  that,  if  the  Almighty  didn't  mercifully  send 
Bmall-Pox  to  take  away  some  of  us,  we  should  multiply  so  faat» 
that  we  should  be  obliged  to  eat  one  another  up.'' 

The  pi  oof  that  Vaccination  is  carelessly  performed  in  Ellwand* 
lies  in  a  nut-shelL  A  century  since,  in  round  numbers,  the  loss 
from  Small-Pox  was  at  the  rate  of  from  80  to  100  of  every  1000 
deaths.  For  instance,  in  ten  years  ending  1780,  the  London  deaths 
from  8mall-Pox  were  98  in  the  1000  deaths;  in  Lower  Austria 
daring  the  ten  years  ending  1786,  they  were  67  per  1000.  But 
during  the  ten  years  ending  1850,  the  London  deaths  from  Small- 
Pox  were  16  per  1000;  in  Dublin,  25  pej  1000;  in  Edinbui^h,  19 
per  1000:  in  which  cities  Vaccination  was  not  compulsory.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  Lower  Austria,  the  mortality  was  6  per  1000;  in 
Lombardy,  2.  lliese  are  countries  in  which  Vaccination  has  be* 
come  compulsory.  To  adopt  the  words  of  the  well-known  and 
valuable  Vaccination  Beport  of  the  Epidemiological  Society,  in 
1853,  the  mortality  from  Small-Pox  in  England  and  Wales  is  con- 
siderably more  than  double  what  it  is  in  any  country  where  Vacci- 
nation is  compulsory.  Moreover,  **  the  proportion  of  deaths  from 
Small-Pox  in  London  to  the  totid  mortality  is  three  times,  and  in 
Glasgow  as  much  as  six  times,  what  it  is  in  Brussels,  Berlin,  or 
Copenhagen." 

But  the  allegation  is,  not  merdy  that  numbers  of  the  nopulation 
were  a  few  years  since,  and  still  are,  not  vaccinated  at  all,  but  thai 
now  they  are  vaccinnated  imperfectly  and  carelessly;  and  that  im- 
perfect or  carelees  Vaccination  affords  very  inadequate  protection. 
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This  is  proved  conclusively  by  Mr.  Marson,  in  his  well-known  com- 
nani'-atioD  to  the  Medico-Chimrgical  Society  in  1853.  Ont  of 
9094  patients  who  had  the  8malI-Pox  after  Vaccination,  1357  had 
pw  forcing  cicatrix  only;  moreoyor,  by  comparing  the  vaccine  marks 
of  foreigners  with  those  of  the  EngliMh,  it  was  evident  that  Yacci- 
Bition  was  performed  more  carelessly  among  the  latter  than  among 
HIT  other,  the  French  excepted. 

To  these  formal  and  numerical  statements,  may  be  added  a  lai^ 
BIN  oi  testimony,  such  as  the  following: 

*'Mr.  Kixnmell,  one  of  the  Medical  officers  of  the  Warwick  Union, 
eonplains  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  Vaccination  Act,  in  consequence 
of  the  inadeqaate  remuneration.  No.  Medical  man  wiU  take  anif 
hvMe:  the  consequence  is,  that  thousands  who  are  vaccinated  are 
arrer  in.«pected  afterwards,  and  that  numbers  never  pass  throngh  the 
bmiat  at  all." 

"  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Bodmin,  says, — <Tlie  Board  of  Guanliana 
^pointed  a  medical  man,  at  a  very  low  fee,  to  vaccinate  in  twenty- 
«M  parishes  (statute  acres  87,410,  population  20,790).  Stations 
VB«  appointed,  and  the  hour  fixed  for  mothers  to  bring  their  chil- 
Im.  Ukd  there  was  an  end  of  it;  little  attention  being  paid  to  the 
QgUi  day  either  by  the  Doctor  or  the  mother;  the  former  could 
BOt  go  to  me  his  patient  on  account  of  the  remuneration,  and  the 
kaer  could  not  attend  at  the  station  with  her  child,  because  it  was 
whiag-day.  Buch  was  the  way  Vaccination  was  carried  out  in 
•v  district,  for  the  truth  of  which  my  Mcilical  brethren  will  vouch." 

ihich  testimony  is  abundantly  sufficient  to  establish  the  statement 
BMk  by  Mr.  Kesteven;  and  it  shows  clearly  enough  the  cause  and 
excise.  Men  must  live.  They  must  take  the  parish,  or  bo  liable 
to  diare,  with  a  hungry  rival,  the  practice  of  an  already  ill-paying 
£itrict.  The  wretched  eighteen  pence  is  no  compensation  for  the 
toae  absorl>cd  in  getting  the  jieople  together;  in  making  carefully 
lac  reqnUite  number  of  punctures  on  each  child's  arm,  and  ensuring 
;ae  infection  of  each  puncture;  in  registering  tlio  fact,  and  inK|XHrting 
ad  mastering  its  results,  ami  in  writing  two  certificates  besides, 
ai  whatever  is  ill-paid,  will  always,  in  the  long  run,  be  ill-dune. 

"Pie  obvious  reme<lies  are, — better  pay,  ami  iuspnotion  of  the 
ve^k  vy  an  Officer  of  Health,  or  some  similar  functionary. 

If  any  of  oar  brethren,  whu  do  not  quarrel  with  the  proposal  to 
ar3eBt««  the  pay,  yet  think  iujspjx'tion  derogatory,  we  will  only  to- 
ut, that  no  reasonable  man  who  is  well  paid  for  his  work,  can  re- 
zaM  a  guarantee  that  the  work  done  is  really  wliat  it  pretends  to  be^ 
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^  UNITED  STATES. 
JSJfeci  of  Urea  on  ike  Brain. 

[The  following  cose  is  extracted  from  ft  private  letter  from  a  young 
physician  to  a  professional  friend  in  this  city ;  as  it  was  not  in- 
tended  for  publication  the  names  of  the  parties  are  withheld.  We 
approve  of  the  views  taken  by  the  author,  and  acknowledge  our  in- 
debtedness for  the  contribution — Eds.] 

I  was  called  to  see  a  gentleman  about  sixty  years  of  age,  about 
nightfall.  I  found  him  in  a  comatose  condition,  and  was  informed 
he  had  been  so  for  eight  or  ten  hours.  I  learned  that  the  evening 
previous  he  had  been  tolerably  well,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight 
headache.  This  had  not  prevented  him  from  conversing  as  usnaL 
He  retired  to  bed  early,  and  in  the  morning  complained  of  his  head 
and  of  general  uneasiness.  He  did  not  get  up,  but  in  the  course  of 
an  hour  or  two  his  son-in-law  assisted  him  into  an  adjoining  room 
where  there  was  a  fire.  He  laid  down,  but  was  not  much  uoUoed 
for  half  an  hour,  when  on  atteraptingto  rouse  him  ho  was  found  to 
be  insensible.  Some  tea  was  poured  into  his  mouth,  which  he  swal- 
lowed. He  soon  after  began  to  sweat  profusely,  which  his  family 
interpreted  to  be  a  favorable  svmptom.  Tilings  went  on  thus  untfl 
night,  when,  as  I  stated,  I  amved,  and  found  uie  patient  in  a  perfect 
state  of  coma.  I  endeavored  by  every  means  to  rouse  him,  but 
without  success — ^his  pulse  was  rapid  and  feeble.  On  applying  my 
ear  to  his  chest  I  could  detect  a  loud  subcrepitant  rale  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  lungs.,  as  though  the  bronchial  tubes  were  partially 
filled  .with  mucus.  Some  little  sign  of  sensibility  was  manifested 
by  the  patient  upon  pressure  over  the  region  of  the  kidneys.  I  ^i- 
deavored  to  make  him  swallow  an  emetic,  but  the  power  of  degluti- 
tion had  ceased.  While  examining  his  chest  I  was  struck  by  the 
very  strong  smell  of  urine  about  his  person  and  the  bed  clothes,  and 
thought  he  had  passed  his  urine  in  the  bed  ;  on  examination  I  found 
I  was  mistaken.  I  inquired  when  he  had  last  made  water,  and 
was  told  not  since  the  day  previous.  I  examined  the  bladder,  and 
finding  but  little  urine,  concluded  he  had  suppression,  probably  de- 
pendent upon  inflammation  of  the  kidneys.  I  had  several  cne- 
mata  administered,  but  in  consequence  of  relaxation  of  the 
sphincter  they  camo  away  almost  immediately,  bringing  but  a 
small  quantity  of  foecal  matter.  The  hot  bath,  blisters  to  the  neck, 
mustard  to  the  spine,  Ac,  failed  to  do  any  good ;  the  coma  in- 
creased, and  about  four  hours  after  my  arrival  the  patient  was  a 
corpse.  Unfortunately,  as  is  too  often  the  case  in  the  country,  I 
was  refused  the  privilege  of  making  &post  mortem  examination. 

There  was,  probably,  in  this  case  subacute  inflammation  of  the 

kidneys,  giving  origin  to  the  suppression.     The  blood  became  loaded 

with  urea;  there  was  an  ottcmpt  on  the  part  of  the  skin  to  relieve 

the  system,  which  failing,  the  result  was  coma  and  deatli. — Xew 

Orleans  Med.  Xinee  and  HospUal  Gazette. 
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FRANCE. 

Sulphate  of  Iron. 

M.  Devergie  lifts  employed  witli  groat  success  at  the  Hospital  St. 
Louis,  a  pom  made  of  sulphate  of  iron,  in  cases  of  eczema  and 
iapetigo  occnrring  in  perbons  of  lymphatic  tem])eiament8.  The 
pcmiaade  is  made  of  one  part  of  iron  to  thirty  of  lard. 


Uier*ne  Douche. 

H.  BoagooiA*  relates  instances  in  which  the  uterine  douche  had 
kern  snccesiifTiny  osed  to  renew  contractions  of  the  womb  in  sus- 
paied  labor,  four  cases  when  it  overcome  rigidity  of  the  neck,  and 
SM  in  which  it  arrested  a  hemorrhage  attended  with  inertia. 


Im  to  the  Eye. 

M.  Magna  relates  his  experience  in  the  application  of  ice  to  the 
nv  after  the  operation  for  cataract  by  abaKcmont.  It  invariably 
7r?T^iitf  fiQbse(|Ucnt  inflammation.  His  experience  is  corroborated 
■▼  Guersent. 


Glycerine. 

ILma  *|  Q  ay  has  been  experimenting  with  glycerine  as  a  means 
of  picaerving  organic  bodies.  He  found  that  beef,  mutton,  fowls 
sad  Tegetables,  plunged  into  that  fluid  could  bo  preserved  for  months 
peHectly  fresh.  Hie  fluid  was  also  injectcil  into  the  arteries  of  a 
l»oc  which  had  been  amputated,  and  up  to  the  time  when  the  paper 
«w  written,  (a  full  month,)  it  had  been  entirely  prevented  from  de- 
eoapoaition. 

The  stand  prise  of  8,500  franc8  has  been  awarded  by  the  Academy 
:«  Vidal,  for  his  work  of  venereal  disease. 


^iHtfos  anb  g;oticts. 


Myi^iiy  StaiMes  of  the  Census  of  1850.  By  J.  D.  B.  DeBow, 
?u[^rintendent  of  the  United  States  Census.  Washington  :  A.  O. 
P.  Nicholbon,  Printer.  1855,  pp.  303. 

Tki«  is  a  valuable  public  document,  (for  which  we  are  indebted 
Ut  the  Hon.  T.  C.  Day,)  prepared  and  printed,  in  compliance  with 


860  Beokum  m^  JfcOm. 

a  resolution  passed  in  ihe  Hoiue  o^  Bepxesentatives,  December  18th, 
1854.  Almost  the  entire  work  is  composed  of  tables,  showing 
''^Ist  The  canse  of  death.  2d.  The  age  and  sex.  8d.  The  odor 
and  condition.  4th.  The  nativity.  6th.  The  season  of  deoaaiiL 
8th.  The  duration  of  illness.  Tth.  The  oocnpation  of  the  persona 
reported  to  have  died  in  the  twelve  months  preceding  the  first  of 
Jane  of  the  year  1850,  with  sundry  comparative  and  illustrative 
tables.'' 

It  is  not  probable  that  those  tables  give,  even  a  dose  approxima- 
tion to  the  number,  cause,  Apc,  of  aD^the  deaths  that  occuned  im 
that  year;  but,  incomplete  as  they  must  necessarily  be,  they  are  full 
enough  to  be  of  incalculable  value  to  the  medical  profisssioin,  in 
studying  the  habitudes  of  diseases  and  the  favorite  localities  of  each 
class  over  a  vast  area  of  country. 

We  are  rejoiced  to  observe  this  exhibition  of  regard  for  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Medical  Profession  in  one  branch  of  our  National  Go- 
vernment By  giving  us  such  a  vast  accumulation  of  facts  and  %- 
uies,  they  show  their  belief  in  the  realities  of  Medical  8cien€0^> 
that  it  is  not  a  fiction  full  of  infinitesimal  fancies. 


The  Action  of  Medicines  inthe  system;  or,  **  on  the  mode  in  tehick 
Therapeutic  Agents  introduced  into  the  Stomach  produce  their  pe* 
culiar  effect  on  the  Animal  Economy.**  Being  a  prize  Sssaif  to 
which  the  Medical  Society  qf  London  awarded  the  'FothergiUiam 
Oold  Medal  for  1852.  By  Frbherick  William  Headland,  1L 
B.,  B.  A.,  F.  L.  8.,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  etc.  Second  American  from 
the  Second  Enlarged  and  Revised  Edition.  Philadelphia :  Lind- 
say k  Blackiston.  1856. 

We  are  pleased  to  receive  a  new  edition  of  this  excellent  work. 
The  modus  operandi  of  medicines,  has  been  a  theme  for  much  use- 
less discussion  among  medical  writers,  and  we  find  authors  of  (he 
highest  respectability  arrayed  on  the  opposite  extremes  of  the  lines 
drawn  by  theorists  on  this  interesting  question.  Mr.  Headland  does 
not  appear  as  a  thorough  solidist,  or  finidist,  but  is  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge the  true  in  both  doctrines.  He  presents  the  subject  in 
an  interesting  and  learned  manner,  which  cannot  fail  to  instruct  the 
reader.    For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Co. 
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f9  Hdf  Timfy  AhUrud  ^  Medieal  Sdenas,  has  been 
It  gives  a  praodoal  and  analytical  digest  of  the  contents 
«f  Iks  prinripal,  British,  Ameriean  and  Continental  Medical  works, 
faWishnri  during  the  six  months  preceding  December,  1855.  This 
ii«  Boal  Talnablejoimalp  pnbliahed  by  Lindsay  and  Blackiston,  of 
PlflaifailphMi,  ai  two  doUara  per  year ;  and  free  of  postage,  when 
psid  Car  m  adTanoe. 


Af  BwHiMk  mmd  FartipM  Medico-  Ckiruroieal  BevUw.    Bepnblished 
mNewYorkbySAKUBL  S.  <k  Wm.  Wood. 

Oar  raadsn  an  too  well  acquainted  with  the  high  character  of 
Ail  Qaartniy  Journal,  to  ask  for  an  endorsement  from  ns.     The 
number  is  now  on  our  table.    Published  quarterly,  at  f  S 


(SmAmA. 


TO  Om  005TEDDT0R8   AND   CORRESPONDENTS. 

Wt  hATe  a  number  of  contributions  in  our  drawer,  for  which  we 
inn  to  ezifrass  our  thanks,  as  well  as  for  the  liberal  assistance 
^Toi  to  oar  journal  during  the  past  and  present  year,  by  our  dis- 
im  friends.  The  following  articles  have  been  received,  and  will 
ini  a  plaee  on  our  pages  in  due  time  :  ''  A  word  with  the  Doc* 
1KB,'*  <«  "Hk  Opthalmascope  and  its  use,"  "  Treatment  of  Rheu- 

••  On  Periodicity,  Intcrmiltcncy  and  Rcmittcncy  of  Dis- 
••  Case  of  Chronic,  Internal  Hydrocephalus,  treated  by  Para- 

"Pavns  successfully  treated  by  Phytolacca  Radix,'* 
"Case  of  Traumatic  Emphysema,"  "Case  of  Carcinoma  of  the 
Bcomacb,  with  unusual  abstinence  from  food." 


lOnnCAL    OOUJ50E6. 

IVe  aeaion  of  commenoemontR  has  passed,  and  the  success  in  a< 
mher  of  the  medical  institutions  in  the  United  States,  has  been 


#M  JHft^lfli. 


oOom*^  U^  mads  qolto  s  2«qp^^ 

prafaii^m  Hdi  year;  thoQgh^if'Vp^  dl^idt  iSiili^  iMwiamtlt^ 
As  nnmberiof  sehoote,  oi>(^ilie  ^taJterof  piiiiMW  engi^^tl 
tile  Mrrfee^ilie  mrit  tkOI  lie'fMMa'lQUBMltliBrl^^ 
iotfahiimi  nor  proflld)b^*U  -«  pMmiaiyintfltffflw.  ^jrtildiir^ 
C^oe  at  tlie  number  of  dipbmas  gruitedbytlMriMtilitioBeW 
speotively,  as  reported  below,  it  will  be  observed  that  some  an 
looking  np,  with  a  dow,  iteadj  progress  in  that  direction ;  odisn 
M  advanmng  on  4  dsad  lefel .'  wUhimoiMAkbkatoaVUbiM 
tendency  downwaid,^"    ''       ''   *'    '     '  '' 

Tbe  B«A  Ibiitial  Oilkee  gi«att«M  « 
OHo,  90;  Medicil  CtaBsge  of  the  State •  of  8mC&  Oinliu^'Sftfr 
Hiladelplito  OoBsge  bf  Medioiiie/lO;  Sartaftoiidi  OoUegt,  11^ 
Miami  Ifedical  College,  18  ;  Cleveland  Medical  CoII^iM ;  MWf 
sachusetts  Medical  College,  28 ;  Stalling  Medical  College,  20  ;  Urn* 
Ysrsity  of  Nashville,  85  ;  Univernty  of  Missomi,  28 ;  St.  Loda 
Medical  College,  &0 ;  University  of  Bdblo, «« MwroT' ;  Ohio  Col- 
lege of  Dental  Snigeiy,  10 ; jJMiyttMH^oU^  of  ^>^^  Soigaiy, 
17.    Many  not  yet  heard  from* 


.  JtBSIDKBT  rHTSICUirS  TO  THE  OOSaOBBOUL  HOSnTlL.         ., 

In  accordance  with  an  established  cnstoin,  theifacaltj  of  the  Mft: 
dieal  CoUege  of  Ohio,  selected  .from  the  graduating  olass  of  thit 
institntion  three  gentlemen  to  act  in  the  capaei^  of  Besideni  Fh^^ 
sioians  to  the  Commarcial  Hospital  dnring  the  present  year. 

The  adwiti^,  to  a  yoong  man  about  entepotg  his  pyoftwsioin^l 
li&,  of  spending  a  year  in  the  wank  of  this  Hospital,  cannot  be  top 
highly  estimated.  The  number  of  cases  thai  are  brought  under  hia 
care,  both  medical  and  suigical,  gives  him  in  one  year  more  practi- 
cal knowkge,  and  qualifies  him  better  for  the  great  duties  of  hia 
profession,  than  many  jrears  of  expeiieiioe  in  private  practice. 

An  animated  spirit  of  emulation  is  manifested  in  the  graduating 
class,  at  the  dose  of  each  successive  collfge  session,  by  the  candi- 
dates, as  it  is  understood  thatjpsrsoiMrfflisrJ^,  and  not  family  influ- 
ence, or  favoritism,  gains  the  position.  The  candidates  .for  She 
Hospital  undeigo  a.speQial  examination,  which  is  altogether  mora 
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^vching  thnn  the  examination  for  tho  d^rco  of  M.  D. ;  so  the 
oere  announcement  that  a  gentleman  has  received  the  appointment 
»  raffi-nently  complimentary  of  hie  talents,  acquirements,  and  moral 
vonh ;  for  all  those  points  are  considered,  while  balloting  for  a 
aadidate  for  a  d^ree  in  tho  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  but  more 
■peciallj  when  balloting  for  candidates  for  the  Hospital. 

R.  D.  Hobday,  of  Kentuck)',  E.  C.  Sharp,  and  W.  S.  Moore,  of 
Ohio,  were  the  throe  successful  candidates  this  year,  and  are  now 
aanding  to  the  duties  incident  to  the  position. 

Th»y  are  to  receive  their  boanling  and  washing  free  of  charge, 
od  one  handred  dollars  each  for  the  year.  This  may  be  considered 
I  fma!1  compensation  for  tho  service  rendered,  but  it  is  sufficient  to 
oaUe  yoang  men  of  limited  means  to  hold  the  place  as  well  as  the 
««]thy. 


KKDCCTION  OF  A  DISLOCATED   FEMUR  BT   REID*B   METHOD. 

ProfeicE^or  Blackman  has  succeeded  in  reducing  a  femur  that  hod 
T'sn  -ii«locatcd  6  months  (24  w^ks)  by  manipulating  after  the  plan 
.%  Eri  1.  The  hcaii  of  the  femur  was  thrown  on  the  dorsum  of  the 
Ziras.  ranMDg  a  shortening  of  tho  limb  about  two  inches.  The 
?a;.';u]ation  was  performed  while  the  patient  was  under  the 
zrsta  -e  of  chloroform,  but  the  doctor  thinks  the  eflect  of  the 
al^rcf  jrm  was  subsiding,  and  the  muscles  were  beginning  to  act 
1  moment  before  the  head  of  the  bone  slipped  into  its  socket. 

We  are  not  aware  of  any  case  in  which  the  reduction  of  a  dis- 
fjeA  feranr  of  so  long  standing  has  been  efTectcd  by  manipulation. 

T^  operation  was  performe<l  at  the  Commercial  Hospital  March 
m^  A&J  the  patient  has  suffered  no  unpleasant  cfTects  whatever. 


Tkasiactiomb  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  at 
AsniCAL  Meeting,  has  been  furnished  us  by  the  Secretary, 
W.  W.  Dawson,  M.  D.,  of  this  city.  Those  who  desire  copies  can 
;ronz7e  them  by  application  to  him.  There  are  several  interesting 
papcn  pnUished  in  this  pamphlet,  but  it  was  received  too  late  for  a 
iwirw  in  the  pieeent  nnmber  of  the  Lanc^,  In  May  we  hope  to 
(r*e  it  a  more  extended  notice. 


SiUMtitiut. 


MMUa  AB.— The  Aondmrf  of  BefaBM  /pnmaded,  iH  Ito 
uam€$  id  Urn  Si  ^  IkfOfmhrnp  to  poniiuite  4  ComtpoMing  Uinte 
40  the  eeeUan.  of  Mediciiie  mA  Bsngn. . .  At  *  pnliopueiy  QeetfiiL 
ManhaU  EUU  bed  been  phoed  fint  m  dw  &t  (^(^mdidetoi ;  1^^- 
.Unslnr,  lecoiid;  Proibseor  CluleiiMQ,'6^'E4^W  ,t&iinl;  m. 
fiiberiofTbiiii^fetiitli;  nd  ObeKo^  dT  Wdrfbeig,  fllik '  Oi^  41 
irotes,  MMhell  Hell  edcmei  89,  emd  wee  dedeied4«3^  eleeled  tdiOb 
Beetvetf^entinooiieecpiMeiefttedeaihofFodta^-raH^  MJHit^ 
Seo.  8^  end  flbi.  BtUommlm$,  Oe&T.     ,  . 

JV.  JfrM<  Otogmd.^W^  uted  faaleltefiiOBi  ThWaia,  AMI 
November  l»,aiid  rabliebed  ii^  Ae  Mbmimt^  fbet  ihie  MfdenmL 
phjrrideii  to  the  Bheh  of  i^enia  einoe  I84ti,  hee  joet  cBeC  efter  ly^ 
>eie  eoflfimiig,  the  victiiii  of  e  dep  dednakeleaM 

quenti^  of  tinctore  of  centheridep^  which  he  bed  mieteken IbrbM- 
dj.  M.  Oloqnet  bed  beea  eolidted  by  the  lete  Kin^  Mehmet  Shell 
from  the  French  Gh>vernment»'  who  Im  the  choice  m  the  hende  of 
Ukd  Academy  of  lledieiiie.  IL  Oloooet  nceived  a  coneiderable 
ealaiy,  about  £1,400.  H«  had  nanM  Mi  Amtoiriaii  lady  in  Jdly 
laet  Hie  lemainehad  beim:taipocariIy  placed  in  the  otmidi  of 
Yanek,  a  little  Armeniivii  yilla|pe  ^  the  ne^borhood  of  Triierai».r«- 

fibf.  i&Uom,  Dec  14. 

'  ■  ■  .       ■  » 

.  Mr.  Ferguison. — This  distingnibbed  enreeon  of  Iiondon  hae  bean 
appointed  Burgeon  to  the  Queen.  **  Her  iCajesty  "  conid  not  have 
made  a  better  selection. 

Cas$f/  VniUd  Lmng  CkiUbrm  rJ2«ttiafi.}— On  the  4th  of  April, 
1855,  one  of  the  rarest  caaee  of  douUe  fonnadone  occteed  in  the  Bt. 
Peterebnig  Foundling  Hoepitai,  Tis. :  two  gitle  growing  toaeChee  by 
the  ekolla,  wbidi  alill  live,  and  eo  fiur  appear  to  be  ift  pood  health. 
Of  all  the  casee  of  thie  kind  hidierto  known  (of  which  Aen  eie 
eeven,)  the  union  of  the  two  individvele  was  never  of  that  kin^  to 
bring  the  face  of  one  child  direcdy  opposite  to  the  face  of  Ae  other. 
Theee  twins  are  so  united  that  n  the  middb  line  of  the  iiMe  of  one 
child  be  prolonged  from  the  nose,  thb  would  strike  upon  the  ear  of 
the  other.  Through  the  mobili^  of  the  necks,  the  two  diiUren  really 
lie  in  a  straight  line,  one  girl  lying  On  the  back,  the  othsr  oil  tiiaiidet 
and  thus  tl^y  sleep.  TheiiMeofoiieohildisqaifeSBymmetrioalas  fisr 
as  the  forahMd,  and  it  is  first  in  the  fermatioo  of  the  skoU  tha^  Wf^ 
of  symmetry  appears.  In  .the  Cm^  of  the  other,  the  right  naif  ie 
mu<9i  shortnied,  and  the  eye  of  this  side  opens  less  than  the  o<her. 
The  two  chiMien  poeeses  a  perfect^  Independent  erislBnee  from  olh 
pthar  as  leUtes  to  the  despflig,  Waking,  wwt  of  food,  dte.  TheoM 
sleeps  quietly,  whilst  the  other  takea  nooriahmaat  or  \qAM  abonl. 
Common  sensibiUtf  does  not  appear  to  exist,  since  in  cases  of  tiie 
kind  the  braine  and  nervee  of  eadi  individual  are  preeerved  distinot 
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Xot  «o  alwavB  with  the  hlood- vessels.  Onco,  one  child  screaming 
iocii,  awoke  its  sister.  Tlie  face  of  the  screaming  child  became  siif- 
faied  And  reddened  deeply,  whilst  the  other  was  still  asleep.  Then 
the  face  of  the  other  began  to  redden  and  kwcII,  and  it  was  only  after 
this  that  it  opened  its  eyes.  Tlie  featnres  of  the  two  children, 
ffpecially  of  the  one  whose  face  is  not  shortened,  are  very 
pMiMng.  The  physicians  of  the  Foundling  promise  to  observe  this 
caw  nioro  folly,  and  publish  the  results. — Monatsschr,  fur  Oeb. 
Mf,  1855. 

O^Miinate  Eruptions  after  Vaccination. — On  the  2d  Pebrnary,  Dr. 
Al4>izn  Gxhibilcil,  to  the  Stockholm  Meilicul  Society,  a  child,  a^t.  two 
years,  in  whom,  after  vaccinnation  last  autumn,  there  had  occurred 
1  si-^f^t  obvtinate  eniption,  which  had  resisted  all  the  appliances  of 
B^iical  science.  Tliis  commenced  in  the  form  of  papulae,  which 
^Tklaally  became  filled  with  pus  these  left  behind  reddish  blue 
i^ot:s,  which  remained  for  a  long  while,  and  were  at  first  intolerably 
hrhj.  The  medical  treatments  which  had  been  adoptoil  were,  van- 
©cf  kind<i  of  bath.s,  snlphuret  of  antimony,  cod-liver  oil  externally 
acfl  internally,  iodide  of  fiotasfiium,  and  emollient  applications.  ^JThc 
?ij3i.  which  was  plump  and  healthy  when  the  eruption  commenced, 
Iki  \<come  emaciated.  Dr.  Abclin  rcipiested  the  opinion  of  the 
aL«r.r«r>  of  the  society  as  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  this  erup- 
LVD.  and  as  to  its  relation  to  vaccination. 

I»r.  Malmsten  remarke*!,  that  the  chronic  eniptions,  which  were 
fo 'X-mmon  after  vaccination  (which  was  often  blamed  for  them) 
•y:*-a«leTi  lew  on  the  character  of  the  vaccine  virus  than  on  the  indi- 
riiial  constitutional  conditions  of  the  persons  vaccinateil.  He  did 
t.**t  roa?»id#»r  those  eruptions  as  of  a  syphilitic  nature,  but  thought 
t>-T  r**«?mMeil  ecthyma,  not  erthjffna  luridum,  as  imagineil  by  Dr. 
M-  Rc-tzin<,  but  e<.*thyma  as  it  occurs  in  dark,  hemorrhagic  and  very 
ea^ht-tio  individuals.  As  rcgardeil  the  treatment  of  the  affection, 
W  thought  that  it  should  first  be  ascertaincNl  whether  the  itchiness 
^*nk'«.l  upon  the  presence  of  acori.  If  these  were  absent,  he  re- 
?'  Enrntfudeil  the  use  of  baths,  of  decoction  of  chamomile,  and  the  ad- 
sa&i*!  ration  of  quinine  with  rhubarb.  By  means  of  these  he  had 
!v^^6ily  treateil  a  case  of  infantile  pemphigus  (which  was  a  rare  af- 
iaetion  in  children),  with  complete  success. 

Dr.  Carlsson  also  considered  that  such  cases  was  neither  syphilitic 
Mr  the  results  of  vaccination.  lie  had  always  treated  them  by 
u:ht,  regulated  diet,  acthiops  antimonialis,  and,  in  some  cases,  by 
thf  lue  of  Hyilrargyrum  cum  Creta. 

Dr.  Gravenhorst  had  treated  a  similar  eniption,  occurring  after 
Taecination,  by  means  of  mercury  and  rhubarb,  and  fretjuent  baths. 

Dr.  Abelin  finally  expressed  his  conviction  of  the  absi^nce  of  the 
aemri  icaiiei  in  his  case ;  for  not  only  liad  the  eniption  occured 
c^ialtaneonsly  over  the  whole  body,  but  he  had  been  unable  to  de- 
tect any  of  these  parasites  on  examination. — Journal  fur  JRHnder- 
rkmmkkniin,    Maj  and  Jane,  1855. 


f  irto&yy  ;^  Diahtimm  ^  M>  Amkd  ■MfcJedJt/flt  iwiiTiHg  <f  Aft 
Aoademj  of  .Bflienow:(Pam)  in  Jqly  last,  thifrtt  fiv^  cftaai  of  diar 
beta  wlyoh  lie  kad  MunindiaAQr  daadit  nim  tiw  imblicatioA  tff 
tba.nsMurdm  of  M.  Benutid^rho  hai  wlinnly  mat  vritii  om  at 
toiatioii*  Ha  kitd  foiuui  m  aludi .teUaoa^ali  <1»  aBa^mkal  ahaiM^ 
laa  of  •  yw7  intanse  l^fpaKemia»  i^'difierant  in  ita  aapeot  Am 


oidinaiy  hjpmmuk  of  llwI.oifMi.  Tha  tia««to  of  tha-livar  <^  ^ 
diabelk  paMaatki.  ia  efaiywlftara  goifeed  iritb'|i  hife  «Mflti^  of  bid 
M.  Andral  regards  thia  as  being  at  tbe  aame  time  a  .^Aaaiga'^'ptr 
ciiliar  to  diabelaa»  aadap^oof^^haijngaarCtHfis^  jhnalioa.af  tha 
J™^.  >"■.     ^       '.•..-.   -i'""  .  .■'■  i  .  •/." 

jBfmorfto&ti  CWa  of  Incontinence  of  ITrine.—M.  Laurence  was 
called  to  aee'an  qU  man,  in  mmh.  distress  on  accoimt  of  a  noctamftl 
iiulontiiiailoe  of  unno.  which  had  continued  Tor  eix  weeks-  On  awn- 
iBQgy'bft  had'^und  himself  thoroughly  wetted  by  this  ifivoluctarjf 
flow.  This,  it  h  stated,  had  cnuseil  liim  to  ha^  very  f^vorc  rheum- 
atic pains  over  the  whole  side  upon  which  he  wa^  in  the  habit  of 
Ijiag;  nsnallj,  he  had  had  no  difficulty  in  tirmating,  but  klely  tliene 
Sad  been  soma  trouble.  The  urine  wa^^  elondy  with  rod  e^edimenl. 
*No  enlaraement  of  the  prostate  gland  could  U»  detected  on  examiaa- 
d6n  b;  tbe  rectam.    .  .    .     ' 

The  canse  of  this  tenreiUB  aot  being  yerj  cJhar/U.  Laine&e^  j^ 
scribed  ihe  foUowing  miztiuie,  iri&.  ue  idea  that  It  might  hi  itaUr 
sioned  by  want  of  contractility  of  the  mnscblar  fibres  m  the  Veeical 
neck  :  l^nctnre  of  the  sesqid-ddoride  of  iron,  two  drachms ;  balsam 
capaiya,  one  drachm ;  strychnine,  one  grain  i  ininsion  of  caaidav 
twelve,  ounces.  The  physician  was  surprised  to  hear  that  after  only 
two  doses  of  tbe  above  preparation,  taken  on  the  saine  day,  the  ill* 
continence  wholly  disappeiuied. — Chautie  des  jBotpitaMX,  Oct,,  1866. 

iRw  Ui0  oj  Gutta  Percha, — ^M,  Manouiy,  of  Chartreg,  lias  a4l 
nonnced  some  new  preparations  of  gutt&-pereba  which  promise 
valuable  practical  results,  consisting  of  the  intimate  miiture  of  dif- 
ferent forms  of  caustic  with  that  article,  Bnch  as  chloride  of  zinc, 
potassa,  arsenic,  dz^c,  &c,^  of  which  them  are  thr^  kinds.  1,  Firm 
caustic  plates,  which  are  tenacious,  and  unchanged  hy  the  tisanes^ 
and  which  can  he  cut  into  any  sha[>e  that  may  be  desired,  2,  Cylin- 
.  ders  wbich  oaii  he  carried  in  a  porte-eanstitjue^  and  which  can  take 
tbepTlu»  of  siieka  of  nitrate  of  §ilveh  3.  Threads  for  the  purpose 
t>f  Removing  ^rtain  tumors  by  strangulation  and  eauteri station  at  the 
same  time..  He  al^o  combines  gntta-pereha  w^ith  metallic  powderfi^ 
"snfchastliose  of  iron,  copper,  red  i^alphnret  of  mercnry,  iodide  of 
lead,  d^c.  Thin  plates  of  this  preparation  are  sof toned  hy  boiling 
water  or  by  gentle  heat,  and  applied  upon  nlcerated  surfaces,  hospi- 
tal gangrene,  ^i&c.  Caneerona  tumors  have  been  sueeeBsfulIy  reinoved 
by  the  thnia^s  of  gutta-percha  and  chloride  of  aioc. 
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Hff  Onhikciaimeope  and  iU  use.    By  W.  Ebausb,  M.  D. 
•f  (SBrinnati. 

Dr.  E.  Yaeger  of  Yienna,  whom  I  propose  to  follow  in  this 
ealh  the  Ophthalmoscope  one  of  the  most  beaatifal 
iBOflt  interesting  inventions  of  modem  times.  It  dis- 
before  death  the  noblest  organ  of  man  in  its  most 
It  parts  to  the  carefnl  observer.  Both  physiological 
ad  pathological  processes,  the  nature  of  which  could  not  be 
|roT«d  heretofore  but  on  the  dead  body,  may  now  be  observed 
frvctly  within  the  sacred  workshop  of  nature.  What  inte- 
rsRing  and  valuable  results  may  justly  be  expected  from  this 
srthod  of  examination,  no  one  will  deny,  who  did  not  mind 
ikc  pdms  of  learning  again  to  see. 
An  amanrotical  eye,  the  media  of  which  arc  transparent, 
the  pupil  is  dilated  at  its  maximum,  and  which  the 
is  able  quietly  to  fix  in  a  certain  direction,  is  suited 
tht  best  for  the  first  trial. 

After  die  pupil  has  been  dilated  by  Atropine,  the  observer 
■II  doim  jnat  opposite  to  the  patient  and  nearest  possible  to 
Kb  IB  a  darkened  room,  the  legs  of  the  patient  being  taken 
kcween  those  of  the  physician,  so  that  the  eyes  of  the  former 
« Innight  at  a  level  with  those  of  the  latter. 
A  lamp  with  a  strong  light,  which  is  not  shaded  but  by  a 
of  common  glass,  or  in  case  of  necessity  a  quietly 
;  candle-light  is  placed  to  the  side  of  the  suspected  eye 
ZTIL— IT. 
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at  a  diBtanee  of  4  to  6  inches  from  and  at  a  level  with  it 
upon  a  table,  and  moved  so  far  backwards  from  the  patient, 
until  his  ^e  iq[>pears  shadowed. 

I  pridfer  giving  a  description  of  the  simple  concave  eye- 
mirror,  as  first  made  vBe  of  by  A.  Y.  Qr»fe,  and  stealthiW 
published  by  one  of  his  stadents.  Instniments  of  this  kind 
can  be  had  well  mano&ctared  according  to  a  conmranicatioii 
from  Dr.  Williams,  at  Hdl's,  Fourth  street,  of  this  etty. 
They  recommend  themselves  by  their  simplicity,  usefulness 
and  cheapness. 

The  ophthalmoscope  mentioned  consists  of  a  slightly  om- 
cave  mirror-glass,  fitted  into  a  circular  frame  of  brass,  and 
provided  in  its  centre  with  a  round  opening  of  about  8  linea 
in  diameter.    A  wooden  handle  is  fastened  to  it 

The  mirror  being  held  in  a  vertical  direction  close  befinre 
the  eye  of  the  observer,  its  reflecting  plane  facing  the  patient| 
the  eye  of  the  latter  is  readily  seen  through  ihe  opening  in 
the  centre  of  the  mirror.  Now,  when  the  instrument  is 
turned  a  little  to  either  side,  the  rays  of  light,  reflected  by 
the  mirror,  are  brought  to  a  focus  upon  the  eye  so  as  equally 
to  illuminate  its  pupil  in  the  midst  of  the  bright  circle,  whidi 
is  seen  on  the  patient's  eye. 

The  pupil,  then,  appears  at  once  of  a  bright  red  or  yellow- 
ish-white color,  according  as  a  portion  of  the  retina  or  the 
papilla  of  the  optic  nerve  lies  opposite  to  it.  In  making  this 
examination  for  the  first  time,  especially  the  rays  of  light, 
reflected  by  the  cornea  of  the  patient,  and  appearing  as  a 
bright  star-like  reflection,  are  annoying  to  the  observer. 
They  can,  however,  easily  be  removed  from  the  centre  of  the 
pupil  to  the  side  of  the  cornea  by  small  lateral  movements  of 
the  ophthalmoscope,  or  by  a  slight  change  in  the  position  of 
the  observer  towards  the  patient. 

This  mode  of  examination  is  generdly  sufficient  distinctly 
to  see  the  cornea,  the  aqueous  humor,  the  pupil,  the  lens  and 
anterior  portion  of  the  vitreous  humor,  and  to  form  an 
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opmimi  aboat  the  morbid  ehaages,  that  have  taken  place  in 


Faeets  of  the  oernea)  ezsndationa  either  crude  or  organized 
I  ^Ub  aame  menibraiie,  Entoaoa  in  it,  precipitates  upon  its 
surface  from  the  aqueous  humor,  turbidness  of  this 
r,  fjneeliia  of  the  iris  with  the  anterior  wall  of  the  cap* 
of  tlie  lens,  opadties  of  the  capsule,  i  e.  exsudations  and 
Hpon  ity  the  different  forms  of  cataract,  the  width 
[  huadth  ef  the  lens,  its  situation,  transparencj.and  con* 
i  in  moet  cases  be  ascertained  beyond  doubt,  even 
iBBpedion  with  the  naked  eye  either  evinced  no 
plfc»lo§irsl  alterations  whaterer,  or  did  not  permit  to  form 
judgment  of  their  nature  and  situation.  The  only 
detected  in  the  Titreous  humor  by  means  of  the 
ifklhalmoeeope  are  its  softening,  extravasation  of  blood  into 
ii  frqm  the  ciBare  corpus,  the  choroid  membrane  or  the  retinal 
iHsda,  ozsudations  from  that  same  source  and  other  opacities 
ad  fnaDy  eystieerei. 

h  order  to  examine  the  retina  in  most  cases  a  convex  tens 
is  vei|mrsd,  which  be  held  between  two  fingers  of  the  other 
kind  befbre  the  patient's  eye  as  near  to  it,  as  can  be  done 
wi&ovt  molestation.  The  light  being  concentrated  again 
^OB  tlM  pupil,  and  the  reflex  of  the  cornea  being  avoided, 
■  djorrihud  above,  one  or  several  large  blood-vessels  are 
wmOj  seen  by  approximating  to  or  removing  from  the  eye 
tf  tbo  poticBt  the  ophthalmoscope  to  some  greater  distance. 
at  which  the  vessels  of  the  retina  i^pear  with 
distinetness,  usually  varies  from  8  to  10  inches, 
i  to  pass  the  field  of  vision  in  the  form  of  dark- 
lines,  and  to  move  in  accordance  with  the  movements 
4  the  head  or  the  ophthalmoscope.  They  can,  therefore, 
«dy  be  trneed  to  their  starting-point  by  turning  the  convex 
las  a  littlo  to  either  side,  or  by  changing  correspondingly 
As  plaoe  ci  the  lamp  or  the  reflecting  plane  of  the  mirror. 
&■  the  entraiiee  of  the  optic  nerve  is  brought  without  much 
nioview. 
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It  may  oMily  be  found  ako  by  paying  partionlar  attention 
to  the  color  of  the  pupil.  The  position  of  the  observer  to* 
wards  it  is  to  be  changed,  until  it  appears  no  longer  of  a 
reddish,  but  ol  a  yellowisfa-white  eolor.  Then,  the  eye  of 
the  observer  being  adapted  to  a  distance,  the  very  nioe 
picture  of  the  red  blood-vessels  rises  from  the  light  colored 
pi^illa  of  the  optic  nerve.  It  mil  often  prove  advantageona 
to  let  the  patient  look  with  his  right  eye  towards  the  left  ear 
of  the  physician,  or  towards  the  right  ear,  if  the  left  eye  as 
being  examined.  The  artificial  dilatation  of  the  pupil  not 
being  allowed  by  the  patient,  or  it  being  contraindicated  by 
circumstances,  the  patient  must  be  told,  to  keep  his  eye 
accommodated  to  a  very  distant  point,  in  order  to  have 
the  pupil  dilated  by  natural  powers  to  its  widest  possible 
extent. 

Should  the  bloodvessels  be  visible  withoot  appearing  suffix* 
ciently  distinct,  the  ophthalmoscope  must  be  brought  nearer 
or  removed  a  little  from  the  eye  under  observation.  Care, 
however,  be  taken  to  do  this  not  too  fast,  that  the  same 
province  of  the  retina  may  be  kept  iu  sight.  If  this  trial  even 
prove  a  failure,  it  remains  only  to  change  ceteris  paribtis  the 
convex  lens  with  a  concave  one  of  such  a  focal  distance  as 
affords  a  clear  and  distinct  view.  The  contours  of  the  arte- 
ries, for  example,  ought  to  be  seen  precisely  double. 

It  depends  on  the  form  and  powers  of  accommodation  of 
both  eyes  that  of  the  observer  as  well  as  of  the  person  under 
observation,  whether  the  use  of  a  convex  or  concave  lens  is 
attended  by  better  success.  In  some  rare  instances  the 
vessels  of  the  retina  are  rendered  visible  even  by  the  mirror 
alone. 

A  tyro  in  ophthalmoscopy,  if  failing  in  getting  a  bright 
view  by  one  lens,  will  better  not  pass  at  once  to  another  very 
different  one.  Every  glass  ought  to  be  fairly  tried  in  every 
direction  of  the  field  of  vision,  before  it  is  laid  aside  as  un- 
suitable for  the  case  at  hand.  It  applies  to  every  act  of  the 
ophtbalmoscopical  examination,  not  to  be  hasty,  but  carefully 
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to  ftdmee  in  tfie  emninatioii  step  by  step,  and  closely  to 
yim  the  resvhs  gained.  However  easily  the  several  parts 
if  Ae  eye  are  snrreyed  often  by  one  glance,  and  however 
■■iatakablj  their  morbid  changes  ean  be  ascertained  by 
mm  being  ddlled  in  the  use  of  this  instmment,  yet  extreme 
Medtifle  are  generany  met  by  a  novice  in  snch  an  examina- 
Hm  and  he  often  hardly  saoeeeds  to  get  but  the  outlines  of 
a  igsre.  For  it  must  perseveringly  be  looked  for,  and  can  be 
KCB  only  by  the  adept  After  the  first  right  step,  however, 
ii  taken,  Imbor  and  time  spent  in  the  first  trials  are  highly 
mmded  by  the  reeuHs  rapidly  and  unexpectedly  earned. 

After  aome  portion  of  the  retina  is  found  to  appear  dis- 
ittiflj,  eaM  must  again  be  taken,  not  to  change  the  distance 
«f  tte  ophthalmoscope  firom  the  observed  eye.  If  bloodves- 
«b  are  to  be  traced  along  their  course,  or  if  any  other  part 
ef  tho  retina  is  to  be  examined,  it  is  more  expedient  to  move 
Ae  iastmrnent  and  one's  own  eye  to  that  side,  serving  the 
fpuaiy  L  e.  in  the  dhreetion  oppoeite  to  the  object  wished 
ftr,  than  to  have  the  observed  eye  change  its  position.  For 
Ae  retina,  first  got  sight  of,  might  at  once  be  lost  again  by 
At  latter  movement,  or  the  part  under  observation  might 
CHppear  so  fhst,  that  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  correct  idea 
if  aH  parto  of  the  retina  together.  It  may  be  looked  upon  as 
a  general  role,  to  keep  the  patient  as  quiet  as  possible,  and 
it  Ae  same  diatance  from  the  lamp  during  the  whole  examin- 
alien.  It  proves  better  also,  to  let  the  patient  open  his  eye 
ff  Ui  own  aecord,  than  to  irritate  it  by  separating  the  eyelids 
from  ench  other  by  means  of  the  finger.  For  the  copious 
aeretion  of  tears  following  the  irritation,  renders  both  eye 
mi  patient  nnsteady. 

V  the  other  eye  is  to  be  examined,  the  light  must  be  put 
ao  mueh  towards  the  observer,  that  the  shadow  just 
before  the  eye  of  the  patient.  It  will  do  as  well  to 
pat  tte  light  on  the  other  side,  which  is  to  be  examined, 
aeeording  to  the  directions  given  above,  or  to  change  seats 
with  Ae  patient 
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The  sise  of  the  image  attoined  by  the  ophthalmoseofe 
yaries  from  2  to  24  times  of  the  natural  site  of  the  objeete. 
In  cases,  where  magnifying  of  the  highest  degree  is  made 
use  of,  little  more  can  be  seen  at  once  through  a  dilated  pafttl, 
than  the  papilla  of  the  optic  nerve.  On  the  other  side,  how- 
ever, the  several  parts  of  the  retina  appear  so  distinct,  and 
their  boundary  lines  so  precise,  that  pathological  changes, 
which  unmagnified  or  little  magnified  might  esc^>e  our  notice, 
are  correctly  ascertained. 

In  using  a  concave  eye-mirror,  the  focal  distance  of  whibh 
is  4  inches,  and  a  strong  convex  lens  (No.  2  to  4)  the  observer 
sees  a  nice  reverse  image,  magnified  from  two  to  four  times. 
The  several  provinces  of  the  retina  are  best  brought  into  the 
field  of  vision,  not  by  changing  the  direction  of  the  mirror  or 
the  patient's  eye,  but  by  turning  the  convex  glass  around  its 
vertical  axis  to  the  side,  opposite  to  which  the  part  of  the 
retina  to  be  examined,  is  really  situated. 

Wherever  a  concave  glass  is  resorted  to,  no  reverse,  but  a 
true  erect  image  is  obtained,  magnified  2  to  12  times  accord- 
ing to  the  strength  of  the  lens,  which  is  used,  and  according 
to  the  distance  of  the  mirror  from  the  eye. 

The  use  of  a  concave  glass  afibrds  besides  the  opportuni^ 
of  detecting  easier  the  image  of  the  retina,  also  the  advantage 
of  a  less  distance  of  the  object  of  examination  from  the  eye 
of  the  observer.  For,  an  approximation  being  allowed  up  to 
2  inches,  the  several  parts  of  the  retina  are  easier  distin- 
tinguished,  and  with  more  certainty,  than  at  a  distance  of 
8  to  10  inches. 

Besides  the  concave  eye-mirror  the  plane  mirror  of  Helm- 
holtz,  the  original  inventor  of  the  ophthalmoscope^  may  often 
be  used  with  advantage.  If  but  the  anterior  hemi^here  of 
an  eye  is  to  be  examined,  the  plane  glass  is  quite  suf- 
ficient. Should  magnifying  of  the  object  be  desirable,  the 
convex  lens  (No.  12  to  6)  must  be  fastened  to  the  back  side 
of  this  instrument. 
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Although  the  nsa  of  concave  mirrors  affords  great  advan- 
tifsa,  and  is  in  most  oases  preferable  to  the  use  of  plane 
9,  nerertheless  the  latter  can  not  be  dispensed  with,  in 
where  the  papils  are  not  dQated  either  for  want  of 
or  in  fear  of  the  presbyopia  and  sensitiyeness  of  yision 
the  dilatation,  or  for  some  other  reasons.    The 
would  produce  in  such  instances  by  the  very 
li^t,  reflected  by  it,  too  strong  a  contraction  of  the 
preventing  a  distinct  perception  of  the  media  of  the 
Further,  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  stronger 
,  reflected  by  a  ooncaye  mirror,  might  bring  about  un- 
it symptoms  in  anxious,  nervous  subjects,  suffering 
I  inflammatory  disease  of  their  eyes.    It  is,  however, 
to  say,  that  really  dangerous    effects  have  never 
olieerfed  yet.    Still,  uneasy  sensations,  pain  in  the 
and  eyes,  and  even  nausea,  could  be  ascribed  in 
only  to  the  use  of  the  concave  mirror,  while 
plnne  one  waa  never  seen  to  produce  any  unpleasant 


morbid  changes  observed  in  the  back  part  of  the  eye 
of  great  variety.  It  will  suflSce  to  have  mentioned  in- 
namtory  processes  and  their  consequences,  tubercular  and 
tumors,  extravasation  of  blood  between  the  choroid 
■eBbraae  and  the  retina  or  upon  the  retina,  separation  of 
Ae  Intter,  pigmentation,  atrophy  of  the  choroid  membrane, 
the  optic  nerve  and  the  retina,  hypersemia,  distension  and 
eUiteration  of  the  retinal  vessels ;  cysticerci  upon  the  retina 
{i  eeaes  reported  by  Grsefe)  and  so  forth.  Tet  it  is  still  very 
tMeaJtj  to  explain  all  the  phenomena  observed,  nor  do  we 
always  aveoeed  to  account  for  those  derangements  of  vision, 
called  Amblyopia  and  Amaurosis,  in  a  rational 
There  are  instances,  to  which  still  that  old  saying 
ef  Beer  s^plies :  Amaurosis  is  a  disease,  in  which  the  patient 
sees  nothing  and — ^the  physician  sees  nothing.  I  feci  myself 
eUiged  to  make  these  confessions,  in  order  to  protect  myself 
apinst  the  reproach  of  overrating  the  advantages  offered  by 
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the  ophthalmoaoope.  On  the  othar  side,  however,  it  b  an 
ineonteetiUe  fisust,  that  a  new  period  of  ophthabnalogy  dates 
from  the  inyention  of  this  instnanent,  and  what  extraordinary 
things  may  be  aecomplished  by  it,  nobody  will  be  inclined  to 
doubt,  who  has  seen  made  out  the  most  exact  diagnoses  by 
means  of  it,  which  were  confirmed  for  instanoe^  in  cases  of 
cataract  by  the  operation,  or  occasionally  by  a  post-mortem 
examinaticm,  or  which  were  so  dear  aa  to  teed  no  ocmfirms^ 
tion  whatever.  I  must  repeat,  however^  that  the  ase  of  the 
ophthalmoscope  requires  perhaps  no  less  skill,  patience  and 
perseverance,  than  that  of  the  microscope.  A  correct  ap^ 
predation  of  the  situation  and  character  of  the  pathological 
alterations  observed  within  the  eyeball,  can  be  gained  only 
by  practice. 

Opacities,  in  the  transparent  membranes  and  media  of  the 
eye  in  general  appear  on  the  yeUowdah  or  red  background  of 
the  eye  as  greyish  or  dark-colored,  pellucid  or  untransparent, 
delicate  or  compact  specks.  Other  colors  are  but  exception- 
ally seen. 

Facets,  loss  of  substance,  opacities  and  other  changes  in 
the  cornea  set  off  more  or  less  distinctly  from  the  light-col<M^ 
ed  pupil.  Although  their  peculiar  refraction  of  the  rays  of 
light  renders  them  most  frequently  discernible  at  day-light, 
yet  in  some  instances  they  can  be  distinguished  from  opacities 
in  the  system  of  the  lens  only  by  their  situation  before  the 
pupil,  and  by  the  movements  they  seem  to  perform,  when  the 
eye  is  turned  a  little.  Suppose,  there  is  a  small  opadty  of 
the  cornea  in  its  centre,  or  nearly  opposite  to  the  margin  of 
the  dilated  pupil  on  the  one  eye,  on  the  other  eye  an  opadty 
in  the  posterior  cortical  layers  of  the  lens,  or  on  the  posterior 
wall  of  its  capsule,  then,  both  eyes  being  turned  inwards  or 
looked  at  from  the  side,  the  opadty  of  the  cornea  will  appear 
to  move  from  the  centre  of  the  bright  pupil  towards  the 
internal  margin  of  the  pupil  and  will  finally  disappear  on  the 
iris,  while  the  opadty  of  the  lens  seems  to  move  in  a  direc* 
tion  opposite  to  that,  in  whidi  the  eye  was  turned.    It  ap* 
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proAehet  the  eztemAl  margin  of  the  pupil,  so  as  to  prevent 
m  wider  pimge  to  the  rays  of  light  between  the  opacity  and 
the  internal  margin  of  the  pnpil.  Other  opacitiesy  which 
pcriooalj  were  concealed  by  the  anterior  opacity,  may  thus 
heeooM  Tiaible. 
Opedtiee  of  the  apparatna  of  the  lens  are  known  from  those 
I  Titreooa  hnmor  by  their  form  as  well  as  by  the  sort  of 
requred  to  see  them  distinctly^  finally  also,  with  some 
by  the  sensation  of  a  change  in  the  powers  of 
in  the  observer's  own  eye,  snch  a  change  being 
to  peroeive  successively  objects  lying  one  behind 


Opacitiee  of  the  lens  are  readily  seen  by  the  concave  or 
plsac  miiTor  alone.  Yet  they  usually  appear  more  distinct  and 
shnja  magnified,  when  seen  through  a  convex  glass.  An 
sfaaDy  diffuse  opacity  of  the  lens,  which  prevents  the  rays  of 
f^  firom  entering  the  interior  of  the  eye,  makes  the  pupil 
quite  dark,  if  looked  at  in  front  of  it.  These  opacities 
be  neeertained,  however,  as  appertaining  to  the  lens,  by 
from  the  side  through  between  the  lens  and  the  iris, 
la  Ais  way  the  observer  is  able  to  perceive  the  light  reflected 
k&m  a  healthy  retbia  in  the  shape  of  a  bright  shine,  skirting 
Ae  whole  <qMM|ue  lens. 

Opacitiea  in  the  vitreous  humor  either  appear  movable  or 
i— liialiUi  in  the  most  different  form  and  sise,  with  precise  or 
tfsdnct  boundary  lines.  The  so  called  mouches  volantes  seem 
ast  to  depend  on  such  opacities.  Small  and  short  or  longish 
kdky  sla«ds  and  filaments  look  very  nice,  when  they  are 
asde  to  float  about  on  the  light-colored  background  of  the 
MJaa  liko  animalenles  in  the  most  varying  directions  by  a 
i^  Hovement  of  the  eyeball  or  the  lids.  Sometimes  cloudy 
ifaiitiSBp  eomposed  of  very  small  dust-like  particles  rapidly 
fimslve  like  a  mist,  so  as  to  leave  the  pupil  throughout  bright, 
lit  saddenly  they  req>pear,  uniting  again  their  particles. 
&7Mala  of  GlM>lesterine  suspended  in  the  vitreous  humor, 
irasent  aa  astonishing  aspect.    The  deep  part  of  the  eye 
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being  left  nnfllmiuuted  in  audi  cwee,  it  often  resembles  a 
sky  spangled  with  innnmeroiis  stars,  whieh  either  remain  at 
the  same  place,  or  like  otho*  opacities  in  the  Titreoos  homer, 
moTC  in  Afferent  directions. 

The  retina  appears  of  a  reddish  color  more  or  less  bright. 
It  always  deepens  towards  its  periphery.  On  the  internal- 
side  of  the  optical  centre  of  the  retina,  the  entrance  of  Ae 
optic  nerre  is  accurately  seen  as  a  bright  white,  g^'eyhl^ 
bluish  or  greenish  colored  qpeck  of  roimd  or  otsI  ftrti. 
The  bloodTessels  emerging  from  nearly  its  middle,  spresi. 
into  brandies  upwards  and  downwards.  Those  nnall  TsasdSi 
which  are  seen  to  take  their  course  to  the  sides,  origin^ 
also  from  the  retinal  Tessels,  but  wiihin  the  optic  nerre. 
The  ramifications  of  the  Uoodressels  can  be  traced  up  to 
their  capillaries.  These,  howerer,  being  too  minute,  esoafe 
our  notice. 

The  arterial  Teasels  discriminate  ihemselTes  from  the  reina 
by  their  smaller  calibre,  brighter  color,  atraighter  course 
and  apparently  double  contours.  These  latter,  however,  are 
sometimes  observed  also  on  the  veins,  especially  under  bright 
illumination  on  their  first  branches.  Pulsation  of  the  veins  is 
found  nearly  always ;  if  not,  it  can  be  produced  by  a  moderate 
pressure  upon  the  eyeball.  In  cases  of  glaucoma  it  is  one  of 
the  most  characteristic  symptoms.  Pulsation  of  the  retinal 
arteries  is  but  rarely  perceptible  without  artificial  pressure 
on  the  globe  of  the  eye. 

The  province  of  direct  vision  (macula  lutea)  is  sometimes 
colored  somewhat  darker,  than  the  adjacent  parts  of  the 
retina.  The  ramifications  of  the  bloodvessels  is  so  fine  and 
equal  in  this  region,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  discern  any 
single  branch. 

The  vessels  of  the  choroid  membrane  not  unfrequently 
shine  through  the  retina  in  the  form  of  light-colored  stripes. 
In  cases  of  atrophy  of  the  choroid  membrane  they  are  seen 
more  distinctly  as  dark  lines  on  the  light  background  of  the 
scolerotic. 
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As  it  b  al- 
ays  earner  to 
■d  objeets 
■d  to  distill- 
them, 
iknowiag, 
;mretobe 
8Ma  or  can  be 
mmm^  I  snper- 
■U  tlie  like- 
warn  of  anor- 
■■1  retiiia,  as 
it  appears  mag- 
throngh 
gophthahno- 
.  It  is 
from  a  fine  plate  drawn  by  Donders  of  Utrecht. 


^  Cknmic  Inienud  BjfdroeepkaluM  ireaUd  hy  Paraeen- 
By  O.  A.  KuNKLiRy  M.  D.y  of  Madison,  Ind. 

On  tlie  20th  July,  1854,  we  were  called  to  attend  the  child 

rf  Mr.  S. aged  seven  months ;  which  was  affected  with 

Ifiroeephalos.  The  child  we  were  informed  had  been 
tsshhy  the  first  three  months  of  its  life,  by  that  time,  how- 
iiv,  the  head  was  perceived  to  increase  in  size,  it  became 
npidy  tlie  bowels  became  constipated :  which  state  occasion- 
ily  dianged  for  a  diarrhoea  with  green  discharges.  It  com- 
■need  to  eaueiate  and  became  subject  to  convnlsiTe  attacks, 
■a,  a  fiMt  aU  the  nsoal  symptoms  of  chronic  hydrocephalus. 
Tka  patieBi  had  for  the  past  two  days  been  lying  in  a 
inatoee  state,  which  was  only  interrupted  by 
I  oonvulsions.  The  head  was  enormously  distended, 
:  from  the  OS  firontis  to  os  occipitis  above  the  ears 
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The  anterior  fontanene  measnred  about  two  and  tllree* 
fourths  of  an  inch  in  each  direction.  The  child  had  no 
previous  medical  attendance  whatever,  and  waa  evidently 
neglected  in  eveiy  respect 

The  state  of  the  patient  not  admitting  of  the  trial  of  the 
general  remedial  meaaures^  we  at  once  proposed  paraeent^ab 
and  the  immediate  evacuation  of  the  fluid,  which  was  readSj 
assented  to  \fj  the  pareirts^ 

The  same  evening  ]re  introduced  a  small  hydrocele  trocv 
into  the  anterior  fontanelle;  about  an  inch  from  the  mesial 
line,  gradually  drawing  off  about  fifteen  ouncee  by  measorei 
of  a  serous  fluid  resembling  in  ^ipearance  lime  water.  Tlw 
opening  was  closed  with  adhesive  plaster. 

The  child  bore  thf  operation  itself  very  well,  but  immedH 
ately  after  appeared  in  a  sinking  condition,  the  snrfsoe 
becoming  cold  and  clammy,  and  Symptoms  of  trismus  showia|( 
themselves.  It  was  directly  placed  in  a  warm  bath,  and 
three  grains  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  administered,  in  about 
an  hour  it  rallied  and  appeared  quite  comfortable.  Long 
strips  of  adhesive  plaster  were  placed  over  the  head  in  various 
directions,  to  approximate  the  bones  which  were  open  at  aD 
the  sutures,  and  a  firm  bandage  placed  over  the  whole.  The 
child  shortly  after  went  to  sleep,  and*  during  the  night  took 
the  breast  twice. 

July  21.  The  child  is  restless  and  fretful,  the  head  is  hot, 
and  appears  painful,  the  child  crying  whenever  it  is  touched 
or  not  careftdly  supported.  Ordered  applications  of  oold 
water  to  the  head,  and  one  grain  of  calomel  with  one-tenth 
of  a  grain  of  digitalis  to  be  taken  every  three  hours. 

July  22.  Patient  somewhat  better,  bowels  acting  freely, 
skin  moist  and  warm.  There  has  been  considerable  discharge 
from  the  head ;  continue  the  calomel  and  digitalis  powders. 

July  28.  Is  doing  well,  takes  the  breast  with  much  relirii, 
appears  more  lively,  paying  attention  to  what  is  going  on 
around  it.  Removed  the  plaster  strips  and  bandage.  The 
head  is  greatly  diminished  in  siie,  the  skin  above  the  sutures 
lying  in  perfect  wrinkles. 


m  Oaremama  qf  ih  Shmath. 

—  Raippliad  the  Btrips  and  bandage.  Ord.  %.  spts. 
Mtar  dnlc— Tinet.  Soilla  it  3ii  Tinet.  digitalis  3iii  m.  Sig. 
fvt  dttipa  three  times  daily. 

)  patient  oontinned  to  do  well  for  about  four  weeks,  the 
being  eompressed  every  four  to  six  days  during  that 
8oea  after  however  symptoms  of  a  return  of  the 
nmenced  to  show  themselves,  which  in  spite  of  the 
treatment  continued  its  inroads,  that  on  the  28th 
if  Bept^  tapping  was  again  resorted  to,  and  a  fraction  over 
ef  fluid  was  evacuated.    The  child  bore  the 
well,  but  the  subsequent  symptoms  were  substan- 
■aoie  as  after  the  first  operation,  the  same  treatment 
nnployed. 

dild  commenced  to  improve  rapidly,  gaining  flesh, 

ig  lively,  and  appeared  to  have  its  perceptions  and 

well  developed,  the  head  becoming  greatly  diminish- 


patient  was  dismissed  and  we  saw  no  more  of  it,  until 
foflowing  January,  five  months  later,  when  on  being 
in  to  see  the  child,  Hs.  found  it  in  very  near  the  same 
ion  it  was  in  when  we  were  called  in  the  first  time.  For 
third  time  we  proceeded  to  tap  the  head  evacuating  eleven 
flea  of  fluid.    The  patient  however  never  rallied,  and  died 
of  the  following  five  days ;  a  fraction  over  thirty- 
having  been  taken  away  in  the  three  operations. 


i  mm  ^  Cbrmienia  of  (he  SUnnaehy  mth  unumal  abitinence 
tnmfmd.    By  0.  C.  Oibbs,  M.  D.,  Perry,  Ohio. 

la  the  smrner  of  1852, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  Gram, 
^pl  64  years.  For  several  years  her  health  had  been  quite 
fssr;  yet,  in  this  time,  had  sought  no  medical  advice.  For 
■vnal  montha  she  had  vomited  frequently,  seemingly  retain- 
isg  noduag  upon  the  stomach.  Vomiting  invariably  took 
I  after  eating.    There  was  considerable  pain 


Salt  in  the  ief^n.of  ike  8tbIllMl^' iad  ni'exaniiiiitkMi  re- 
Taeled  a  more  er  lees  tninified  eonditiim,  apptreDdy  of  tkak 
organ.  In  view  of  all  the  cirennntanoee  of  the  eaie^  the  die* 
ease  was  oonsidered  to  be  one  of  a  caneerons  nature.  BMr^ 
ing  Wm.  Hunter's  oase  in  mind,  I  restricted  the  diet  to  tW 
lowest  possible  amount,  consistent  with  the  maiatenance^efi 
life,  and  that  of  the  mildest  and  most  easily  digestdlde  qmii*^ 
ity.  It  is  needless  to  jepeat  theconrseof  medication  p»*r 
sned;  soffice  it  to  say  that  Hycsciamvs,  Oontom,  Balladoni^> 
Hydroscyanio  add,  Opiom,  Ac,  were  in  torn  made  nse  o^  tarir 
to  no  beneioial  resolte*  ,  The  case  grew  worse,  sad  the  to»»» 
itings  steadily  increased  in  frequency,  tlMMigh  diminished  imf 
amount. 

.  The  urinary  organs  became  affected;  die  urine  sangunotts 
with  subsequent  retentioiu  I  regret  tfaait  Aat  flidd  was  aol^ 
chemically  examined;  it  was  higUy  cdored  with  Uood,  mA 
had  the  appearance  of  containing  puss.  The  catheter  was  f4M 
quired  for  the  cTacoation  of  the  urine,  during  several  of  dbe 
last  weeks  of  Ufe.  V^th  die  food  reduced  to  the  minimuBi* 
quantity,  and  yomiting  still  continuing  with  increased  fre» 
quency,  it  was  evident  nothing  was  retained  upon  the  stem* 
aoh,  ayailable  to  any  considerable  extent  for  the  purposes  cf 
nutrition.  All  food  by  the  mouth  was  now  suspended;  a 
teaspoonful  of  water,  every  half  hour,  only  bebg  giveiu 
Nutritious  injections  were  ordered  and  persevered  in,  for  a 
few  days;  but,  as  the  patient  strenuously  objected  to  the 
prolongation  of  life  and  suffering  by  such  means,  and  the 
friends  concuring  in  the  patients  wish  to  abandon  the  ene- 
mata,  their  wishes  was  complied  with.  All  medicines  were 
discontinued ;  the  teaspoonM  of  cold  water  every  [half  hour, 
being  the  only  thing  administered.  Since  nothing  was  given 
excepting  regular  doses  of  water,  the  vomiting  becaine  less 
frequent,  apparently,  from  the  want  of  something  for  the. 
stomach  to  act  upon;  however,  this  symptom  persisted,  at 
somewhat  regular  intervsls,  of  from  four  to  six  hours.  She 
continued  thus  for  niiMUm  daff%  after  all  nourishment  was 
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ended,  when  she  died,  though  to  all  appearances  not  by 
ion. 

A  pati  mmiem  examination,  eighteen  hoars  after  death, 
ivfvaled  the  stomach  the  seat  of  a  carcinomatous  disease. 
Be  perietiea  of  the  stomach  were  much  thickened,  particu- 
hilj'  on  its  great  curvature,  and  the  cavity  of  that  organ  was 
yea  fly  diminished;  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  it  would 
held  about  three  gills.  The  pyloric  orifice,  was  much  con- 
tacted, but  not  obliterated  as  I  had  expected  might  be  the 
CHe.  Tfie  internal  face  of  the  larger  curvature,  from  about 
B  inch  from  the  cardiac  orifice,  to  within  two  inches  of  the 
yjIoniSy  was  in  a  state  of  ulceration.  The  peritoneum  and 
iBcnonn,  were  adhered  to  the  outer  surface  of  the  stomach, 
al  thickly  studded  with  carcinomatous  depositions.  The 
fav  eontained  several  depoeits,  varying  in  sise  from  that  of 
a  pea  to  that  of  an  almond,  yellowish  white  in  appearance, 
al  of  cheesy  consistency.  The  kidneys  were  apparently 
j^  bat  not  80  the  bladder.  The  internal  surfSetce  of  this 
OTjguij  was  of  a  bluish  color,  covered  with  a  purulent 
don,  and  evidently  in  a  state  of  ulceration  throughout 
ito  whole  internal  surface. 

la  entting  through  the  abdominal  parieties,  to  make  the 
tnaination,  the  abdominal  muscles  were  found  much  atro- 
fUcd,  bat  the  adipose  texture,  was  at  least  an  inch  in  thick- 
mm^  eznding  &t  on  catting. 

There  are  two  points  of  interest  in  this  case;  first  the 
lagth  of  time  the  patient  lived  without  food,  and  then  dying 
ipparentl J  not  from  inanition.  Nineteen  days  of  total  abstin- 
mat  vna  bomCi  after  six  weeks  of  disease,  in  which  it  would 
am  as  though  every  thing  taken  into  the  stomach  was  vom- 
ikL  The  aecond  point,  to  which  reference  is  made,  is  the 
Aadance  of  adipose  deposit,  after  such  prolonged  abstin- 
ase.  It  ia  said  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  very  fat  when 
ki  £cd,  though  he  died  of  cancer  of  the  stomach.  It  would 
k  ia-.eresting  to  know  whether  wasting  of  the  adipose  tissue, 
va,  M  ia  topposedy  a  common  symptom  in  carcinoma  of  the 
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stomaeh.  b  there  a  decided  a&titlieeis  in  this  respect,  as  in 
some  others,  between  cancer  and  tnbercle?  Dr.  Simon  says, 
in  tubercle  ^Hhe  blood  dies  still  bom ;  it  never  attains  its  ma- 
turity of  growth  or  function,  it  stops  short  of  the  distributatiye 
arteries  of  the  body;  it  never  reaches  the  aorta;  it  perishes 
and  decays  on  the  threshhold  of  the  droulation/'  while  in 
cancer,  ^Hhere  is  an  obstinate  excess  of  vitality,  which  will 
not  be  quenched." 


On  Periodicity^  hUermiUeney  or  RemiUeney  ofDinoBe.  No.  n. 
By  Abrm.  Livbzby,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lnmberville,  Pa. 

Having  laid  down  the  general  principles  of,  what  we  hold 
to  be,  a  sound  medical  philosophy,  in  the  previous  article, 
which  are  to  guide  us  in  the  investigation  of  diseased  action, 
as  it  is  manifested  in  the  carpus  humamim^  we  are  prepared 
to  consider  the  nature  and  treatment  of  diseases  generally : 
And  I  hope  to  show,  serioHmj  that  all  diseases  have  some* 
thing  in  common — ^have  each  some  principle  of  continuity, 
which  amid  all  their  apparent  diversity,  establishes  a  unity 
of  type,  as  characterized  by  periodicity  and  intermittency. 

The  idiopathic  or  "essential"  fevers  being  of  such  frequent 
occurrence,  and  so  destructive  to  human  life  according  to  the 
estimates  of  Sydenham,  Van  Swieten  and  Eberle,  it  becomes 
u  source  of  interesting  inquiry,  firstly,  to  determine  accu- 
rately their  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment. 

The  great  error  in  regard  to  intermittent  fev^,  or  ague,  is 
to  attribute  it  mainly  to  the  effects  of  miasm — a  peculiar 
exhalation  from  soils — ^whioh  pervades,  and  after  a  period  of 
incubation,  poisons  the  system ;  whilst  there  are  in  nature  a 
thousand  causes  instead  of  one.  For  every  well  read  medical 
man  (to  throw  aside  his  own  observations  as  nought)  knows 
full  well,  that  ague  is  caused  by  a  passion,  by  fear,  by  me- 
chanical, medical  and  chemical  means, — ^by  change  of  habits, 
depression  of  spirits,  loss  of  fortune,  bankruptcy,  &c.,  as  well 
OS  by  the  fabled  miasm. 
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For  if  **  miaflm"  be  the  *^  canBe"  only,  what  becomes  of  it 
br  hoars,  or  even  whole  days  together,  when  the  patient  en- 
JQji  his  Qfloal  health  in  the  intermission  ? 

Or  how  is  it  that  spider's  web,  snnff  of  candle-wicks,  a  pas- 
■0D  or  a  charm  even,  destroys  its  fell  potency  ?  But  where- 
§aKt  this  intermission,  be  the  cause  what  it  may  ?  Why  does 
the  paroxysm  recur  again  and  again  ?  These  questions  can 
mij  be  answered  by  admitting  (a  self-evident  truth,  by  the 
way)  that  periodicity  is  a  law  of  all  animal  movement  in 
fceaae  as  well  as  in  health — ^like  all  the  immutable  laws  of 
aacnre — there  are  tidal  fluxes  and  refluxes — alternate  attrac- 
noD  and  repulsion  of  every  organ  and  atom  of  the  living  body. 
In  nature  we  have  spring  time  and  harvest,  summer  and 
viater,  heat  and  cold,  day  and  night, — ^periodical  return  of 
eomets,  of  tides,  of  the  fish  of  the  sea,  of  the  fowls  of  the  air, 
—all  are  regulated  by  fixed,  periodical  laws.  What  more  can, 
firneedbesaid? 

An  error  eqoally  great  as  to  the  nature  of  ague  is  arrived 
St,  in  post  mortem  examinations :  Congestion  of  the  internal 
meera  is  found,  and  hence  '^  congestion,  or  inflammation  or 
■■Mfhinj^  like  it"  is  considered  the  nature  of  ague, — the  end 
king  taken  for  the  beginning.  For  the  internal  organs  are 
eqaally  congested  in  those  who  die  in  a  passion,  or  in  the 
dnck  of  fear,  or  even  in  a  fainting  fit  caused  too  by  loss  of 

yood! 

Hence  ague,  like  fear,  faint,  or  a  passion,  exerts  its  force 
^oo  the  brain  and  nerves,  and  to  these  wo  should  look  for 
a§  naturej  and  npon  no  other  theory  can  its  cure,  whether  by 
fBiine  or  otherwise,  be  explained. 

The  troth  is  this :  that  ague  is  curable  by  anything,  agent 
m  drcnmstance,  which  acts  in  a  novel  manner  on  every  atom 
of  the  living  brain  and  nerves,  and  through  these  on  every 
«gan  and  atom  of  the  body.  Thus  the  curative  efiect  of  any 
tf  dkese  agents  consists  in  their  producing  an  order  of  move- 
;  of  the  atoms  of  the  brain  and  nerves,  of  a  contrary  kind 


of  JCDi— cnt  irbich  preyailB  in  ihem  during  the 
^  of  tfa»  ferer  for  which  it  is  given. 

of  the  tn^ermtmon  j^mod  to  other  diBeaeeSi 
'  as  are  the  diseases  recognised  by  the  schools. 
\i%^  iM  JiwitMnce  a  few  examples : — 

%ik.  Sk  had  a  Tiolent  pain  in  her  left  side  for  80  minutes 
Afc.a  time^  which  recurred  about  every  two  hours.    A  full  in- 
^piratioii  aogmented  the  pain,  and  she  had  been  treated, 
uttdar  the  supposition  of  an  highly  irritated  or  inflamed 
tliaphragn,  with  cups,  blisters,  neutral  mixture,  Dover's  pow- 
^huny  kc^  without  relief.    The  following  given  at  the  sub- 
sidattoe  of  a  paroxysm  prevented  its  return :  • 
9.     Quin.  Sulph.  gr.  x. 
Ferri  Subcarb.  "    x. 
Zingib.  pulv.     ^^   v. 
Several  such  attacks  has  she  had  subsequently  and  could 
find  relief  only  from  prescriptions,  which  contamed  quinine. 

Mr.  L.  had  been  aflUoted  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  right 
hypochondriac  region  ^^  by  spells"  for  some  days.  Under  a 
fisuQciful  supposition  that  it  was  a  hepatitis,  or  a  spasm  of  the 
biliary  ducts,  cupping,  pil.  hydrarg.,  &c.,  had  been  resorted 
to,  in  vain.  A  few  doses  of  quin.  sulph.  and  fer.  carb.  given 
in  the  absence  of  the  pain  cured  him. 

Mr.  P.  complained  of  great  dulness  of  hearing  and  rin^^ng 
through  one  side  of  the  head,  of  a  very  distressing  nature^ 
in  the  afternoon  and  evening  for  14  years. — Had  consulted 
many  physicians,  and  after  submitting  to  the  routine  of 
cupping,  leeching,  blistering,  pustulation,  &c.,  wiUi  no  suc- 
cess, the  disease  had  been  pronounced  to  be  orgamie  and 
irremidiable.     The  following  soon  cured  him : 

9r.     Acid,  hydrocyan.  Medicin.  gtt.  ii-iii. 
Tinct.  cinchonisd  3i.     Ter  die. 

'  Mrs.  M.  was  troubled  ^^  off  and  on"  with  some  erysipeloid 
humor,  or  inflammation  of  the  ear,  for  years,  had  doctored 
much  and  spent  much  of  her  ^'substance,"  but  ^^grew  nothing 
better,"  was  cured  permanently  by  taking  laq.  potass,  arsenit. 
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gtt.  vi.  ad  X.  tor  die  for  a  short  time.  Mr.  J.  was  laboring  un- 
der pneumonia — ^fever,  cough,  crepitant  rale  passing  into  the 
mocoos,  general  distress ;  high  ferer,  thirst,  dyspnoea,  harassing 
cough  ensued  ercry  day  about  11  o'clock,  which  continued 
tin  late  in  the  night,  when  the  symptoms  relaxed  by  copious 
perspiration,  &c.  Ten  grs.  quin.  sulph.  given  at  10  o'clock 
B  the  morning  for  three  successiye  mornings  dispelled  every 
unpleasant  symptom.  But  why  anticipate  more?  These 
are  sufficiently  numerous  and  various  to  show  the  pro- 
ion,  under  what  variety  of  forms  we  have  intermittent 
frrer ;  and  also  by  these,  are  we  taught  the  correct  principle 
ef  treatment. 

But  when  from  any  cause,  the  intermissions,  or  immunity 
from  saScring  are  greatly  shortened,  and  instead  of  extending 
10  a  day  or  days,  they  are  only  an  hour  or  two  in  duration, 
the  disease  is  then  nosologically  designated  Remittent  fever, 
—a  fever  greatly  modified  or  influenced  by  place,  season, 
lemperatare,  habit,  &c.,  and  consequently  its  developments, 
ac  to  intensity,  greatly  differing  at  different  times  and  in 
iirions  localities.  Hence  the  various  names  for  these  several 
■odifications,  arising  from  the  incidentals  named,  as  Bilious, 
Typhoid,  Typhus,  Yellow,  Nervous  fever,  &c.,  &c.,  and  yet  it 
must  be  admitted  that  these  several  forms  of  '^essential 
ferers''  (Wood),  with  all  their  diversity  and  aggravation  of 
ffff«iptom9,  or  only  modifications  and  aggra\'ntions  of  the 
fhases  of  a  simple  intermittent  or  remittent  fever. 

Dr.  John  Clark,  an  eminent  physician,  in  ^^  Observations 
m  Fcrers,  London,  1792,"  thus  writes :  *•  After  several  years 
mention  to  the  symptoms  and  nature  of  fevers,  as  they  have 
•eeurred  in  different  climates,  I  freely  confess  that  I  have  not 
Wen  able  to  follow  authors  through  their  numerous  divisions 
«d  subdivisions."  Again,  ^^  I  am  fully  convinced  that  al- 
AoDgh  many  varieties  happen  according  to  constitution,  sea- 
» situation  and  climate,  yet  every  where  fever  is  essentially 

le  lanie,  or,  in  other  words  consists  of  one  Genus." 

From  the  incidentals  above  named,  remittent  fever  varies, 
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Mid  yet  iui  IB  tiH  tte  easemflulferert)  fbt  taimnm  wiuaiim 
doctrine  holds  good,  whethor  thoferer  be  iiidniamed  renib* 
tent,  iypluttd,  ^hos,  yeHoW  ftver,  edynaiBuo,  &c.  Hmt 
mioh  k  th^  fiMt — ^that  ir^.btt?e  se ^eat  differences  m  tiie 
fome  and  attacks  of  bilious  iNmittent  feter,  is  folly  aid 
satisfaottfrily  iUnstrated  by  die  nature  of  scarlatinia  and  tht 
diffiearent  cbai^cters  wbieh  it  assnmes :  JPor  instance,  wa  bais 
tiie  Sini{>le,  tbe  anginose,  tbe  sine  ezanlAieswtoiis  and  mallg* 
Bant  forms,  side  by  side,  m  difierent  iriaitations,  wMdi  m» 
Tery  yariois  in  attadc,  form,  ftc.,  and  yet  it  is  all  seariatiria 
—all  from  one  source,  and  we  do  not  think  of  ealHng  it  any- 
thing else,  because  it  presents  these  different  characters.  &^ 
with  ^^£Bvers,"  all  are  remittent,  all,  the  same  thing  at  lastr 
And  the  indiridual  predisposition,  the  location  and  Ihe  mteil- 
siiy  of  the  poisonous  cause  account  for  morbid  and  anatomioal 
differences.  And  in  all  forms  of  fever,  sooner  or  later  mbd 
more  or  less  ccnaplete,  eimies  a  remmian  perM, — a  &ot  to 
be  kept  in  mind-*%  period  to  be  watched  for,  because  dl 
sound,  raticmal  treatment  must  be  based  upon  it. 

^^At  the  commencement,^'  says  Prof.  Wood  of  Philadelphia^ 
^Hhere  may  be  two  or  more  regular  paroxysms  as  in  inter* 
mittents,  afterwards  the  paroxysms  may  recur  reguhd^ 
without  the  chill  or  the  perspiration."  *  *  »  «  5^  ^^ 
ration  of  the  chill  varies  from  a  few  minutes  to  an  hour  ^ 
more."  ^  *  ^  ^^  These  symptoms  (headache,  thirst,  heat 
of  skin,  &c.)  continue  without  abatement  usually  from  six  to 
eighteen  hours,  after  which  they  begin  to  relax  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  moisture  about  the  neck  and  face."  Here  is  the 
^^  remission,"  which  continues  for  ^^two  or  three  hours"  or -a 
^<  whole  day,"  when  another  paroxysm  of  fever  takes  place,"^ 
&c  How  plain  is  the  indication  here !  How  eaefly  are  sudh 
attacks  of  fever  arrested  in  limine!  How  blind  are  physiciana 
to  the  importance  and  value  of  these  remissional  periods! 
Prof.  Wood,  however,  profits  not  by  them,  but.  suffers  the 
disease  .  to  continue — the  paroxysms  to  recur  again  and 
again — under  the  administration  of  calomel,  refrigerant  dia- 
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fkoteCict,  antimoiiiab,  efferreseing  draughts,  Ac,  all  of  which, 
Wverer,  do  not  prevent  the  tongue  becoming  ^^  thickly  covered 
vitk  a  jeDowish  white  coat,  and  often  brown  and  black," — 
^tenderness  upon  pressure  in  the  epigastrium," — ^^ nausea 
and  vomiting  of  a  yellowish  green  color,"  ^^  stools  dark*  color- 
ed and  offensive,"  Ac  &c. — symptoms  and  conditions  more 
ftvB  the  effiects  of  the  medicine  advised,  than  from  the  natu- 
ml  coarse  of  the  disease. 

Kow  let  it  be  remembered  that  paroxysm  and  remission  are 
As  chnncteriatics  of  every  development  of  disease ;  and  if 
fkm  great  fiict  be  overlooked  and  mis-improved,  the  treatment 
ii  of  no  good  aviul,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact,  that  there  is 
a  esQtmumily  increasing  prostration  and  exhaustion ;  a  highly 
Msaled  condition  of  the  stomach  and  intestines ;  tympanitis 
md ulceration;  snbsukus,  delirium,  typhoid  or  enteric  fever; 
md  not  unfrequcntly  death,  if  not  averted  by  tho  administra- 
te! of  '*  turpentine"  or  ^^  quinine"  in  the  last  stages  of  the 


What  are  the  indications,  and  how  should  this  fever  be 

Mated?   The  first  and  important  indication  is  to  procure  a 

dMided  remission,  to  be  attained  by  an  emetic  of  ipecac,  or 

if^^lilioas  symptoms"  be  present,  such  as  yellow-coated 

iMgne,  bitter  taste,  fulness  and  distress  in  the  epigastric  and 

B^t  hypochondriac  regions,  then  it  is  better  to  conjoin  calo- 

■rl  thus :  9.     Hydrarcr.  chlorid.  mit.  1         _ 

_  %       ®_  .  >  aa  grs.  xv. 

Pulv.  rad.  ipecac.         ) 

Miscc  et  divide  in  pulv.  iii. 

One  to  be  taken  every  hour.    Or  in  cases  of  nausea,  &c., 

^bp  may  be  substituted  for  ipecac. ;  the  cathartic  action  of 

adcr  to  be  assisted,  if  the  case  requires  it,  by  scnne  and 

jiep,  the  compound  powder  of  jalep  or  senna  and  salts. 

i^eedj  relief  of  all  the  prominent  symptoms  generally  follows 

sad  the  skin  becomes  relaxed  and  moist  for  some  time.     To 

SBgment  the  latter  and  to  get  a  full  febrifuge  effect,  spiritus 

BBdereri,  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  tincture  of  aconite  (folia) 

wxA  or  without  the  addition  of  tartar  emetic  to  either  of 
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tlieBe,  or  inftudons  of  ipecac,  <nr  lobelia  eren,  etery  15  or  89 
iiiiiiiite8,  secures  a  very  copious  perspiration  a&d  great  reKef 
to  the  patient.  Now  is  the  time  to  administer  the  sulphate  of 
quinine,  as  recommended  bj  Pro£  T.  D.  MitcheU : 

Palr!«in^b.^*'v!}^*^^®*^^^*^^^'^*^ 
One  to  be  taken  in  sugared  water  every  half  how. 

The  appearance  of  moisture  is  to  be  taken  as  eyidenee  of 
actual  remissdon.  ^^  It  was  deemed  an  unwise  course/'  says 
Prof.  Mitchell,  in  spesking  of  the  treatment  of  epidende 
bilious  remittent  ferer^as  it  prevailed  in  many  parts  of  Penn* 
sylvania,  during  a  period  extending  from  1823  to  1827,  ^^  to 
wait  for  total  absenoe  of  heat,  or  in  other  words,  for  an  mkr' 
mi$9io7i^  since  that  is  no  part  of  a  remUtenL  The  moment  I 
saw  an  evident  abatement,  there  was  remission  enough  to 
warrant  the  use  of  the  antiperiodic  power  of  the  salt  of 
quinine.  My  theory  and  the  practice,  and  the  issue,  all  har* 
monized  here  most  perfectiy,  for  I  never  in  my  whole  medical 
history  have  witnessed  as  perfect  a  triumph  of  medicine  over 
disease  as  I  saw  for  weeks  and  months  in  this  procedure  in  the 
treatment  of  bilious  remittenU.^^  ( TherapetUieSy  p.  124  &  125.) 

Dr.  Jno.  Clark  in  the  treatise  on  fevers,  before  alluded  to, 
pursued  a  similar  course  in  the  Newcastle  fever  in  1777:  viz. 
Mild  emetic,  mild  purgative,  next  induce  perspiration  and 
then  administer  bark.  He  condemns  venesection  and  says  he 
never  lost  a  patient  from  the  omission.  Of  64  patients 
treated  by  Dr.  C.  but  two  died. 

Dr.  Hume  writes  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  that,  ^^  we  had 
to  contend  with  a  fierce  enemy — ^bilious  remittent  fever — as 
it  rages  between  the  tropics.  But  of  66  cases,  we  had  not  a 
death.  This  was  effected  not  by  bleeding,  leeching,  cupping, 
salivating,  pbysicing,  drugging, — ^but  by  quinine  in  large 
doses.  This  knocks  the  disease  on  the  head  at  once,  and  the 
patient  recovers,  not  a  blanched  and  wretched  remnant  of 
humanity,  but  in  a  few  days  well  and  useful  as  ever." 

Dr.  Brett,  physician  to  the  Fever  hospital,  Liverpool,  saya 
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ikat    of  '^  700  cases  treated  with  emetics,  laxatives    and. 

fuinine,  the  deaths  were  1  in  10^ ;  formerly,  under  the  ordi- 

Bvy  treatment,  1  in  6." 

Dr.  Lacombe,  writes  thns  from  Port  Cabello,  Venezuela, 
**•  We  seldom  lose  any,  whether  from  intermittent,  remittent, 
or  typhoid.  A  favorable  modification  is  obtained  by  emetics, 
(L  e.  remission,  more  or  less  complete)  and  then  quinine  or 
piperine  effects  a  cure.  When  bleeding  was  resorted  to,  and 
which  wms  formerly  the  general  practice,  the  average  number 
tf  deaths  were  from  20  to  30  per  cent.;  now  only  2^  to  4." 

By  the  adoption  of  the  treatment  above,  the  paroxysmal 
itpedtions  are  at  once  averted,  or  very  greatly  subdued  in 
their  intensity,  and  local  determinations  are  prevented ;  for 
^y  are  seldom  present  in  the  beginning  of  the  fever,  (Wood) 
hat  onlj  arise  from  repeated  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms. 


Treatment  of  Meumaiism.    By  Edwin  R.  Maxson,  M.  D., 
of  Geneva,  N.  T. 

Earing  famished,  for  the  April  No.  of  the  Lancety  my 
news  of  the  pathology  of  rheumatism,  I  here  offer  the  plan 
«f  treatment  which  I  adopted  several  years  since,  founded 
■ainly  on  those  views. 

And,  though  a  short  sketch  from  me,  was  published  on  this 
Hbject,  in  the  March  No.  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal  of 
1853,  it  was  not  suflSciently  definite  to  answer  my  mind,  after 
three  years  further  observation  of  this  disease,  and  its  various 
complications. 

Besides,  I  only  spoke  of  the  treatment  of  acute  rheuma- 
liiB,  without  referring  to  its  various  complications,  or  its 
ab-aente  and  chronic  varieties. 

I  may  here  state,  however,  that  the  treatment  which  I  then 
Hggested,  for  acute  rheumatism,  occurring  from  atmospheric 
TidMitades,  has  fully  answered  my  expectations,  and  helped 
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to  confirm  me  in  my  Tiews,  of  tbe  pathology  of  rheumatiflm 
as  stated  in  the  April  No.  of  the  Laneei. 

According  to  my  view,  the  immediate  eanse  of  the  rheu- 
matic inflammation,  in  all  cases,  is  congestion,  irritation  or 
inflammation  at  some  point  in  the  brain  or  spinal  marrow, 
or  their  fibrous  envelope ;  together  with  the  morbid  agent  or 
agents,  which  operate  to  produce  this  condition  of  the  cere^* 
bro-spinal  system ;  whether  it  be  retained  perspirable  matter, 
a  miasmatic  agent,  or  any  other  morbid  infinence :  but  thai 
the  irritation  in  th£  n^-ves,  or  neuralgic  pains,  which  accord^ 
ing  to  my  observations,  is  invariably  set  up  by  this  loeal 
cephalic  or  spinal  irritation,  is  the  principal  immediate  cause 
of  the  rheumatic  infiammation ;  and  always  dictates  its  loe»- 
tion,  and  very  much  its  character. 

I  therefore  treat  all  cases  of  rheumatism  on  the  following 
principles. 

If  the  rheumatism  be  acute,  and  the  patient  of  a  strong 
constitution,  I  take  one  or  two  ounces  of  blood  by  cups,  from 
near  the  spine,  at  the  point  supplying  nerves  to  the  affiected 
part,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  local  congestion,  irrita- 
tion, or  inflammation  of  the  spine  or  brain,  and  thereby 
checking  the  neuralgic  irritation,  and  consequent  rheumatic 
inflammation  which  is  being  developed. 

If  hoii?ever,  the  patient  be  one  of  a  feeble  constitution,  dry 
cups  only  should  be  applied  at  the  same  point,  and  for  the 
same  purpose ;  the  application  being  repeated  if  necessary, 
in  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours. 

In  many  cases,  this  if  applied  early,  will  arrest  the  disease, 
if  the  general  cause  which  has  operated  to  produce  it  has  been 
slight,  and  there  is  considerable  hereditary  or  accidental  local 
cerebral  or  spinal  irritation. 

And,  in  those  cases,  in  which  retained  perspirable  matter, 
a  miasmatic  agent,  or  any  other  general  cause  is  operating, 
it  will  generally  check  the  development  or  progress  of  the 
local  disease,  while  the  general  morbid  condition  or  agent,  is 
being  corrected,  removed  or  counteracted. 
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The  next  step  then,  is  to  remove  or  counteract  the  general 
aorbid  agent  or  influence,  and  for  this  purpose,  a  cathartic 
«ff  Bnlpbmte  of  Magnesia  will  generally  do  well ;  but  if  there 
■  a  bifians  condition,  it  should  be  preceded  by  two  or  three 
Bhe  pins,  or  a  fiill  dose  of  calomel,  and  its  operation  fol- 
kfved  by  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  Dover's  powders,  of 
ca^  gr.  ▼.  every  six  hours,  to  counteract  the  miasmatic  in- 
tanice,  equalize  the  circulation  and  promote  perspiration. 

To  aid  in  promoting  perspiration  and  also  the  urinary 
ftoetion,  tbe  nitrate  of  potash  in  vi.  gr.  doses  may  be  given 
ffcrr  six  hours,  alternating  with  the  quinine  and  Dover's. 
I  generally  give  it  in  a  teacup  of  crust  coffee,  or  warm  gruel, 
vbich  serves  the  patient  as  food  and  drink,  during  the  acute 
■lammatory  stage. 

The  quinine  of  course  should  be  omitted,  except  in  bilious, 
tjphoi<l,  and  very  debilitated  cases ;  and  in  cases  not  requir- 
iag  the  quinine  thirty  drops  of  the  wine  of  colchicum  may  be 
pren  every  six  hours,  with  the  nitrate  of  potash. 

Haring  thus  subdued  the  acute  stage  of  the  disease,  and 
ia  ■K>st  sub-acute  and  chronic  cases,  the  iodide  of  potassium 
ia  gr.  z  doses  every  six  hours,  in  place  of  the  nitrate  with 
Ae  vine  of  colchicum,  gtt.  xx  will  do  well,  by  stimulating  the 
ibacvbent  lymphatic  and  glandular  system,  to  remove  any 
wrbid  thickening  that  may  exist. 

In  all  decidedly  chronic  cases  of  rheumatism,  of  a  general 
« local  character,  after  dry  cupping,  or  blistering  the  spine 
if  indicated,  I  have  generally  succeeded  with  the  iodide  of 
peassinm,  in  gr.  v  doses,  three  times  per  day,  given  in  tbe 
OBpoand  decoction  of  sarsaparilla. 

Grmera^  Feb.  27,  1856. 

/«nc»  9uc€e9tfuUy  treated  by  Phytolacca  Radix  or  Poke  Root. 

By  H.  Gatch  Caret,  M.  D.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  Phytolacca  decandra^  or  poke^  is  indigenous  to  almost 
■I  pwta  of  North  America.  Its  medicinal  qualities  have  re- 
ceived bat  little  attention.    Taken  internally,  it  is  an  emetic. 
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tardy  in  operation;  cathartio  and  slightly  narcotic.  ^In 
over  doses  it  produces  ezcessiye  vomiting  and  purging,  at- 
tended with  great  prostration  of  strength,  and  sometimee 
with  convulsions.  In  small  doses  it  is  an  alterative,  and  has 
been  recommended  in  rheumatism.  Externally  it  has  proved 
beneficial  in  piles,  psora,  and  tiena  capitis."     (U.  S.  D.) 

I  have  cured  three  cases— one  severe  and  obstinate,  of 
sycosis  with  a  decoction  of  the  poke  root.  The  action  of 
the  remedy  was  prompt  and  highly  gratifying.  The  patho* 
logical  resemblance  which  subsists  between  this  disease  and 
favus,  induced  me  to  test  the  virtues  of  the  agent  in  the 
latter.  The  case  was  one  of  six  months  standing,  and  had 
been  under  treatment  during  that  time  by  a  regular,  scientifio 
physician.  The  disease  had  only  been  temporarily  benefited 
by  the  course  of  medication.  The  general  health  of  the 
child — cet.  eight  months,  was  good.  No  hereditary  elements 
of  disease  could  be  traced.  The  eruption  occupied  the 
parietal  protuberances,  extending  forwards  to  the  middle  of 
the  sagital  suture,  back  as  far  as  the  centre  of  the  occipital 
bone,  and  all  the  intermediate  space.  A  dense  light  brown 
crust  covered  the  above  defined  region.  Characteristic  yellow 
points  imbedded  in  the  derma,  could  be  detected  along  the 
line  of  the  disease,  rendering  the  diagnosis  clear. 

I  directed  thorough  ablution  with  soap  and  water  three  times 
per  day,  and  the  crust  to  be  kept  constantly  saturated  with, 
Sr.     Carb.  Potass.  3iv. 
Glycerine  fiij.  m. 

The  head  to  be  covered  with  an  oil  silk  cap.  At  the  end 
of  the  third  day,  under  the  use  of  this  treatment,  the  scale 
was  entirely  removed.  The  scalp  was  ulcerated  in  several 
places,  and  the  remainder  which  was  originally  covered  by 
the  crust,  furnished  unmistakable  evidence  in  a  multitude 
of  yellow  points,  of  favu8  dispersus.  Pruritis  was  almost 
intolerable. 

The  glycerine  and  potash  only  had  the  effect  of  softening 
the  crust,  thereby  rendering  its  removal  easy  by  soap  and 
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water.  Hie  exnberaiit  cryptogami  were  not  in  the  least,  re- 
pn—EJ  by  the  application.  A  single  night  was  sufficient  to 
gm  m  coating  to  the  diseased  surface. 

After  remoring  the  hair  as  far  as  possible  with  scissors,  I 
«dered  the  ablations  to  be  continued,  and  the  affected  parts 
ta  be  kept  constantly  moist  with  a  decoction  of  poke  root. 
TUs  was  effected  by  means  of  cloths  saturated  in  the  decoc- 
bOB  and  applied  to  the  diseased  scalp,  with  the  oil  silk  cap 
■fieiiinpofled.  The  crust  ceased  to  be  reproduced  imme- 
fialely  upon  the  application  of  the  wash.  In  four  days  the 
yriHow  points  in  the  scalp  had  disappeared,  and  the  ulcerations 
•m  healed  under  the  use  of  the  decoction.  In  a  fortnight 
the  first  use  of  the  poke  root,  the  disease  had  vanished, 

.  hair  in  limited  quantities  now  covers  the  affected  parts. 


A  Word  with  the  Ihctare.    By  Wm.  A.  Pease,  Dentist. 

A  critical  reader  must  have  observed,  in  several  places  in 
a  former  article,  a  hiatus  in  the  connection  and  relation  of 
the  sentences  to  one  another.  After  the  article  was  written, 
k  wms  found  it  would  occupy  more  space  than  could  reason- 
lUy  be  asked  in  the  columns  of  the  Lancet ;  when,  in  sundry 
fhees,  paragraphs,  embodying  important  facts  in  the  full 
ierelopment  of  the  subject,  were  thrown  out  with  little 
■edification  of  the  text,  or  regard  to  its  due  coherence.  It  is 
pvpoeed  in  the  present  article  briefly  to  state  these  facts,  to 
csamine  with  some  minuteness  the  nature  of  the  treatment, 
Ae  mcoess  of  conservative  dentistry,  show  what  value  may 
ke  attached  to  it,  and  how  far  it  may  be  made  to  take  the 
pbee  of  artificial  substitutes ;  in  hopes  it  wiU  commend  itself 
m  the  judgement  of  the  physician,  and  enlist  his  aid  in  dis- 
esmtenaneing  the  extraction  of  the  teeth,  with  or  without 
nefcrence  to  artificial  substitutes. 
The  burden  of  the  former  article  went  to  show,  the  diseases 
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of  tke  teeth  were  better  known,  they  responded  more  readily 
to  treatment  than  was  generally  supposed,  and  that  a  large 
class  of  teeth,  generaQj  devoted  to  the  forceps,  could  be  mada 
to  subserve  a  valuable  purpose  in  mastication,  with  less  pain, 
subsequent  inconvenience,  or  irritation  than  generally  attendi 
artificial  dentures ;  while  they  do  not  work  an  injury  to  tha 
other  teeth,  or  occasion  a  tenderness  of  the  gum.  Pain  is 
the  principal  incentive  to  the  extraction  of  the  teeth.  If  tha 
community  can  be  satisfied  it  can  be  removed,  and  prevented 
from  returning  and  occasioning  m&re  troubU^  or  irritati<m 
than  artificial  teeth,  a  valuable  stand  point  will  be  gained^ 
and  a  step  taken  in  advance,  towards  the  final  overthrow  of 
a  class  of  men,  who  live  by  extracting  the  natural  teeth,  and 
inserting  artificial  substitutes  for  deluded  women  and  unre* 
fiecting  men;  whom  they  lead  to  believe,  the  sets,  onoe 
inserted,  will  be  useful  in  mastication,  comfortable,  painless 
and  permanent. 

In  that  paper  a  series  of  facts  was  reported,  tending  to 
show  the  death,  or  destruction  of  the  nerve  did  not  make  the 
tooth  a  foreign  substance,  or  irritant  in  the  true  acceptation 
of  that  term ;  that  being  established  the  tooth  could  be  made, 
if  not  permanent,  at  least  valuable  for  an  indefinite  period, 
A  class  of  facts  will  now  be  adduced,  more  within  the  cogni* 
zance  and  observation  of  the  physician,  to  show  the  nerve  is 
not  indispensable  to  the  health  and  permanence  of  the  tooth. 
I  have  replaced  several  teeth  for  citizens  of  Dayton  that  were 
knocked  out  by  accidents ;  some  of  them  now,  after  several 
years,  I  am  able  to  trace,  and  find  them  healthy,  useM  and 
occasioning  no  inconvenience.  I  have  seen  several  instances 
where  like  accidents  were  reported  to  have  occurred,  where, 
the  gum  was  healthy,  and  the  teeth  undistinguishable  from 
the  uninjured  teeth  by  any  signs  of  disease,  save  a  little 
darker  color. 

Mr.  W.  connected  with  the  railways  has  a  cusp,  distinguish^ 
able  from  his  [other  beautiful,  white  teeth,  by  a  dark  dead 
color;  he  informs  me  it  was  injured  many  years  since,  I 
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tkiak,  when  a  lad,  but  that  it  gives  him  no  trouble.  Be  it 
Wfrabered  in  these  and  numerous  like  cases,  the  nerve  is 
M(  only  dead,  bat  it  has  never  been  removed  from  the  cavity, 
by  absorption.  People  are  idiosyncratic ;  many 
will  not  tolerate  the  presence  of  a  dead  nerve ; 
■■  in  these  cases  without  audible  complaint ;  yet,  it  is  believed 
fkm  cases  are  extremely  rare,  whore  the  fang  alono  will  cause 
any  irritation. 

About  four  years  since  Mrs.  E.  R —  called  to  have  the 
■srre  destroyed  in  the  second  left,  inferior  bicuspid,  posterior 
side.  The  tooth  was  aching  violently — the  usual  application 
mm  made— she  was  directed  to  return  the  next  day.  At  the 
mi  of  a  week  she  made  her  appearance,  said  the  pain  ceased 
sssn  after  the  spplication,  she  deemed  it  unnecessary  to 
Rtam  ;  but  the  evening  previous  the  tooth  commenced 
acking,  it  was  then  very  painful  to  the  touch,  much  longer 
than  the  others,  she  could  not  close  her  jaws,  she  wished  me 
Is  be  sure  and  destroy  the  nerve  this  time,  or  else  extract  the 
mtkh ;  she  had  no  great  faith  in  my  ability  to  kill  the  nerve 
■Bjfaow.  As  the  case  was  now  complicated,  and  I  had  no 
JUfk  in  my  ability  to  amtrol  her,  and  make  her  return  from 
mmt  to  time,  till  the  inflammation  was  subdued ;  (having  had 
ame  experience  with  her  before) ;  I  extracted  the  tooth. 

Part  of  the  preparation  was  still  retained  in  the  cavity  by 
fkt  eap,  the  fang  had  brought  away  many  adherent  shreds  of 
hi^y  inflamed  periosteum,  though  ulceration  had  not  as  yet, 
SHimenced.  After  washing  the  tooth  the  whole  fang  was 
skserred  to  be  of  a  dark-red  color,  the  nerve  was  not  entirely 
■posed,  being  covered  by  a  thin  portion  of  softened  dentine, 
Affoagfa  which,  the  medicine  had  been  absorbed. 

On  splitting  the  fang  the  whole  substance  of  the  cementum 
MS  found  to  be  of  a  red  color,  while  the  nerve  had  changed 
fcsai  the  normal  white,  to  a  very  dark  red,  in  other  words,  it 
was  at  the  point  of  putrefaction.  Here  was  a  good  specimen 
«f  the  permeation,  perhaps  of  the  inosculation  of  the  nerve 
els   Uirongh  the  fang,  made  apparent  by  the  peculiar 
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action  of  a  slow  and  continued  absorption  of  an  eisoharotio. 
It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  tbat  two  years  previous  to  tins, 
I  had  destroyed  the  nerves  in  her  central  incisor  teeth,  sup^ 
rior  maxilla,  and  plugged  them — ^within  a  few  days  I  have 
had  occasion  to  destroy  another  nerve  for  her,  when  I  ezaoh 
ined  these  central  incisor  teeth,  plugged  over  six  years  sinoa. 
As  then  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  remove  as  much  of 
the  nerve  as  now,  I  removed  one  of  the  plugs  to  ascertain 
the  condition  of  the  nerve  cavity,  found  it  contained  Ymj 
little  impurity,  the  whole  tooth  and  gum  was  in  an  ezcellMi 
condition,  had  never  troubled  her,  and  probably  never  wilL 

Nature  seems  never  to  have  contemplated  the  loss  of  tlie 
teeth,  as  in  them,  she  wholly  fiuls  in  that  provident  forecaati 
by  which  in  other  parts  of  the  system,  she  anticipates  and 
provides  means  for  reparation  of  accidents,  or  the  ravages  of 
disease.  There  is  a  tendency  in  the  teeth,  almost  amounting 
to  a  law,  to  protrude  from  the  socket,  when  antagonism  fiula. 
After  the  loss  of  a  tooth,  the  antagonizing  tooth  in  the  other 
jaw  will  generally  rise  in  the  socket,  and  unless  the  an- 
tagonism is  restored,  it  will  eventually  fall  out  of  the  mouth, 
though  it  is  perfectly  sound.  When  several  teeth  have  been 
lost  at  different  times,  this  gradual  protrusion  occasions  con- 
siderable inconvenience  in  inserting  artificial  dentures.  AD 
roots  have  lost  their  antagonism ;  from  causes  presently  to  be 
described,  there  will  be  greater  irritation  of  their  pereosteum 
and  a  greater  tendency  to  absorption  of  the  alveolus  than  in 
healthy  teeth ;  and  they  will  sooner  loose  the  support  of  the 
alveolus ;  yet,  even  then,  the  soft  parts — ^the  gum  will  not 
abandon  them,  but,  often  like  a  nursing  mother  will  hold 
them  for  considerable  periods  cradled  in  its  soft  bosom,  and 
supply  them  with  nourishment.  Not  unfrequently  roots  are 
seen  lying  horizontally  on  the  gum,  neither  of  their  ends  im- 
bedded or  penetrating  into  it,  only  attached  to  it  by  a  strip 
of  periosteum  a  line  or  two  in  width ;  yet  so  intimate  is  the 
union,  so  reluctantly  does  the  gum  part  with  them,  they  can- 
not be  separated  without  laceration,  or  the  knife. 
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Wben  there  is  not  a  consentaneous  action  between  the  ad- 
Tiaee  of  a  permanent  tooth  and  the  absorption  of  the  fang  of 
the  dedduoosy  the  permanent  tooth  frequently  strikes  under 
the  apex  of  the  fang  of  the  deciduous ;  as  it  progresses  presses 
it  against  the  alTeoIus  till  it  is  absorbed ;  when  it  pierces  the 
gm  high  up  under  the  lip ;  where  it  gradually  imbeds  in  the 
Gp  and  becomes  a  true  Beton — a  genuine  foreign  substance ; 
jel  the  part  covered  by  the  gum,  (both  ends  being  exposed  to 
the  air  and  joices  of  the  mouth),  is  healthy,  or  at  least,  main- 
tmm  its  attachment  to  the  gum,  and  cannot  be  removed 
viskoot  laceration ;  notwithstanding,  the  system  of  the  child 
ii  generally  irritable,  and  little  disposed  to  tolerate  irritation. 
It  ia  admitted  ulceration  is  frequently  seen  around,  and  at 
ifct  apex  of  the  roots  of  dead  teeth ;  the  cause  of  which  has 
lO  lately  been  overlooked ;  but  now  it  is  known  to  arise,  not 
kmtk  the  fang  being  a  foreign  substance,  but  from  the  decom- 
poaed,  acrid  and  heterogenious  contents  of  the  nerve  canal. 
Ihe  periosteum  was  designed  as  a  co-supporter  and  nourisher 
tf  the  tooth  with  the  nerve ;  branches  of  its  bloodvessels 
iaaacolate  through  the  cementum,  and  faithful  to  the  last,  it 
isea  not  suspend  its  functions  with  the  death  of  the  nerve,  or 
m  long  aa  the  fang  remains  in  the  jaw ;  unless  destroyed  by 
aoid  substances  never  designed  to  come  in  contact  with  it. 
nerve,  being  dead,  putrifies,  generates  a  fetiggus  and 
an  animal  poison.  If  the  canal  is  penetrated  by 
the  nenre  either  absorbs  the  juices  of  the  mouth,  or 
them  to  gravitate,  or  percolate  through  it ;  till,  they 
the  periosteum  at  the  end ;  where,  around  and  in  the 
of  the  nerve  fibres,  the  saliva  and  the  ingesta  stag- 
aaie,  undergo  putrefaction,  fermentation,  the  hollow  fang 
a  Liliputian  laboratory,  and  the  periosteum  takes 
place  of  the  cucurbit  of  an  alembic.  What  wonder  it 
protest  against  such  usage,  or  refuse  affiliation  with 
i  neighbors !  If  the  nerve  died  from  mechanical  violence, 
f as  not  removed  from  the  cavity,  and  the  carious 
was  pbgged;  another  set  of  symptoms  supervene. 
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IbUowed  by  still  another.  The  uimal  heat  aetmg  upon  the 
blood  and  animal  fibre  generates  a  gas^  which  is  contained 
in  an  impermeable,  bony  gasometer,  (at  times  with  a  gold  or 
tin  stop  cock,  when  the  dentist  has  faithfully  inserted  s 
superficial  plug),  that  endeavors  to  escape ;  for  which,  then 
is  no  place  of  egress  except  through  the  foramen  at  the  end 
of  the  fang. 

As  the  gas  expands  or  accumulates,  it  prodoces  precisely 
the  same  phenomena  the  increment  of  gas  does  in  a  gasome- 
ter, i.  e.  by  pressure  upon  the  permanent  base,  here  the  pech 
osteum,  it  raises  the  containing  moveable  gasometer — ^tfae 
tooth,  which  becomes  longer  than  the  others,  is  very  .sore  and 
painful  to  the  touch,  or  occlusion  of  the  jars.  If  this  gas  ia 
not  removed  in  time,  other  phenomena  ensne;  the  periosteum 
takes  an  inflammation,  suppuration  follows,  and  then  in  OMif 
junction  with  the^as  there  is  pus.  About  this  stage  there  is 
great  idiosyncratic  diversity  in  individuals.  In  some  persona 
the  absorbents  are  so  strongly  excited,  they  soon  remove  tlie 
pus  and  the  gas  along  unth  it ;  if,  then,  it  exists  uncombined  or 
free;  but,  I  have  some  reason  to  think,  the  pus  absorbs  the 
gas,  effects  a  chemical  union,  or,  perhaps,  what  is  more  pro* 
ble,  there  is  a  mechanical  mixture,  or  impregnation,  like  thai 
in  soda  water — at  any  rate,  about  this  stage  the  pus  has  filled 
the  nerve  chamber,  which,  but  a  short  time  previous,  wae 
filled  with  gas.  Perhaps,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  poa 
finds  exit  through  the  alveolus  and  gum,  and  the  relief  is 
permanent  or  partial,  as  the  evacuation  is  complete  or  not 
Sundry  individuals,  in  treating  these  cases  empyrically,  have 
obtained  a  temporary  celebrity,  have  been  congratulated,  and 
have  congratulated  themselves  as  philosophers.  As  soon  as 
they  discover  a  tympanitic  tooth,  they  proceed  to  operate  by 
drilling  a  hole  through  to  the  nerve  canal  just  under  the  edge 
of  the  gum ;  when  a  vent  is  effected,  of  course  the  tooth 
squats  as  quickly  as  a  gasometer  would  with  a  hole  cut  in  the 
end.  But  their  philosophy  never  dreampt  that,  though  the 
gasometer  is  empty,  unless  the  decomposing  coal  is  removed^ 
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it  will  refill,  Mid  ohIms  the  deoomposing  nenre  and  pus  is 
iMMYed,  and  preyented  firom  aooumulating,  the  relief  will  be 
tenorary. 
lins,  having  presented  some  additional  facts  to  show,  the 

of  the  nerre  does  not  make  the  tooth  a  foreign 
) ;  that  the  irritation  sometimes  following  the  death 
«f  the  nerve,  can  be  accounted  for  on  other,  and  more  rational 
the  subsequent  treatment  of  these  teeth  will  be 
nyidly  in  review. 

difficulty  of  plugging  a  tooth  is  comparatively  small 
the  expoeure  of  the  nerve.    After  the  death  of  the 
tj  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  aro  multiplied,  and  they 
win  often  tax  the  patience  and  ingenuity  of  the  operator.    To 
a  bird's-eye  view  of  them  they  will  be  presented  in 
^  vii: 

Krst— The  single  rooted  teeth,  incisors,  cusps,  and  practi- 
oly  bienqiids. 
Seeond — Sie  trilurcated,  or  superior  molars. 
Ihird — The  teeth  of  the  inferior  maxilla,  principally  molars. 
Ue  ftrat  class  is  the  least  complicated,  and,  taken  as  a  whole, 
ii is  liable  to  the  fewest  accidents;  the  teeth  are  situated  in 
hmx  and  are  accessible ;  but  the  accessibility  is  purchased  at 
■aaidrrsMn  inconvenience;  for  here,  the  operation  to  be 
■oat  valaable  must  be  disguised.    Some  of  them  are  so  small 
Asy  will  allow  of  but  little  cutting  on  their  lingual  surface 
;  injaring  their  strength ;  yet  the  cavity  must  be  so 
that  the  nerve  can  be  removed  and  the  cavity  tho- 
■^jplogged. 

Ike  trifiureated  teeth  are  less  accessible,  but  their  exposure 
is  not  as  greats  and  their  large  sixe  enables  us  to  cut  away  a 
of  than,  when  the  cavity  is  on  the  approximal  sur- 
withoat  material  diminution  of  their  strength  or  use- 
Shoold  the  cavity  be  so  inaccessible,  the  nerve  can* 
ass  be  eoiapletely  removed  through  it,  another  cavity  may  be 
■ale  in  a  more  favinrable  place,  the  tooth  prepared  and  fin- 
ahsdasbe&re. 
Vol.  zvxl— 19. 
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It  18  oompupatiTely  easy  in  any  of  tbeBe  teeth  to  remove 
the  greater  portion  of  the  nenre ;  if  its  destmction  has  been 
recent,  or  of  the  putrid  mixture  of  secretion,  pus,  and  nenrei  if 
of  long  standing.    In  heijthy  constitulions,  donbtless,  thiv  is 
all  that  is  necessary  to  ensure  success ;  though,  the  absorbenle 
one  might  have  considerable  subsequent  trouUe.    The  diil^ 
would  be  more  seyerely  taxed,  and  to  pay  for  the  negUgenoe^ 
culty  of  remoTing  the  remaining  portion  of  tiie  nerrey  ^ 
putrid  deposit,  is  materially  greater;  during  the  operatieai 
oiie  is  tempted  to  exclaim  with  ^neae,  when  he  ascended 
from  hell  through  the  ivory  gate,  ^^  Hio  o?08 — hoolabobsbt/' 
THIS  IB  work,  this  IS  dutioultt  DTDBBn ;  yet,  armed  witli 
a  set  of  peculiarly  delicate  instruments,  with  patience  and  s 
patient  patient,  it  can  be  accomplished.    The  source  of  the 
greatest  trouble  and  of  the  most  failures  wiU,  undoubtedly, 
be  found  in  the  inferior  maxilla.    Happily  then,  the  class  of 
teeth  usually  attacked  by  caries  .is  small,  and  practicafly 
viewed  as  to  frequew^  of  failures  is  still  less.    For,  it  should 
be  recollected,  in  the  class  of  cases  where  the  nerve  is  de- 
stroyed preliminary  to  plugging,  the  danger  of  ah  accident  is 
not  much  greater  than  in  the  superior  maxilla ;  if ,  in  addition 
to  this,  the  DBNS  SAPiBNTifi  are  extracted,  when  not  wanted 
for  special  reasons,  (which  is  generally  advisable,)  the  case^ 
liable  to  give  much  trouble  will  be  reduced  within  moderate 
limits,  and  found  principally  in  those  teeth  where  the  nerve 
has  been  dead  and  the  cavity  has  remained  open  longer  than 
a  few  weeks.    The  causes  that  may  produce  irritation  in  aU 
of  these  operations,  are  various  and  of  such  a  nature  the  most 
experienced  cannot  always  guard  against  them.     If,  when 
plugging  the  roots,  a  particle  of  dead  nerve  or  a  clot  of  blood 
remains  in  the  canal,  it  may  be  pushed  to  the  end,  or  through 
the  foramen  and  excite  irritation,  possibly  inflammation  or 
ulceration ;  when  it  should  be  remembered  the  disease  or  in^ 
flammation  is  SELF  limitbd.     If  it  cannot  be  arrested  in  it9 
incipient  stage  by  leeches  or  applications  to  the  gum ;  as  soos 
as  fluctuation  is  felt,  the  gum  should  be  freely  lanced,  a  dosi^ 
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of  lint  piftced  in  the  opening  to  prevent  healing  by  first 
Btention— the  patient  directed  to  keep  the  passage  open  seve- 
nl  daje,  by  pressure  or  otherwise  to  ensure  a  complete  evac- 
Mlion,  and  idlow  the  nicer  to  heal  from  the  bottom.  This 
win  generally  be  found  sufficient,  for  if  the  cavity  has  been 
properly  plugged,  there  is  no  cavity  In  the  fang  to  contain 
mittUr  and  again  become  the  nidus  of  xdceration — ^the  cause 
if  the  ulceration  was  carried  away  with  the  discharge.  There 
ii  a  record  of  another  source  of  failure,  which  consists  in 
i«cmg  a  particle  of  gold  through  the  foramen ;  this,  it  is  ap* 
prAended,  will  constitute  but  a  small  item. 


^roceebings  of  Sotieties. 


Mmihly  Proceedings  of  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Society.    Re- 
part^  by  J.  B.  Atkins,  M.  D. 

Society  met  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Carroll.  Vice  Presi- 
Ant  in  the  chair.  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
ad  approved. 

Epilepsy  being  the  subject  selected  for  discussion,  Dr.  TSjeth 
ids^  the  following  case : 

The  rabject  is  a  boy  aged  twelve  years.  He  first  came 
Oder  the  Dr.'s  care  in  May,  1854,  when  he  obtained,  partly 
hwm  the  mother  and  partly  from  the  former  physician,  the 
faBowiDg  history.  When  between  four  and  five  years  of  age, 
he  had  an  attack  of  convulsions,  which  passed  oiT,  however, 
treatment,  and  he  remained  free  from  any  form  of  con* 
re  disease,  until  a  period  dating  back  a  year  and  a  half, 
he  was  seised  with  his  first  paroxysm  of  true  epilepsy. 
TUi  would  seem  to  have  been  produced  by  the  experiment, 
vhile  in  bathing,  of  holding  his  head  under  water  as  long  as 
he  coald  tolerate.  In  his  ovm  language,  he  "  kept  his  head 
water  until  he  saw  stars  thick  all  around  him."     The 


MS  FiroceedingM  af  SocUtm. 

next  night  he  had  his  fint  Beiinre.  In  %  month  there  was  aik«> 
other  perozysmy  and  bo  on  every  month  or  eiz  veekfl  until 
the  May  following.  From  thia  time  nntil  antumn  he  eigoyed 
a  respite.  Through  the  succeeding  winter  and  spring  tlie 
paroxysms  were  very  frequent,  coming  on  two  and  three  timet 
a  week.  These  occurred  inyariably  in  the  nij^t  when  the 
patient  was  asleep.  There  were  no  marked  premonitoiy 
symptoms.  During  the  fit  he  was  pale,  struggled  hardf 
and  the  head  was  drawn  to  one  side.  Consciousness  soon 
returned:  sometLmes  there  was  not  complete  loss  of  conaei- 
ousness.  He  would  sleep  soundly  after  the  fit,  and  on  wak* 
ing  in  the  morning  (unless  he  had  more  than  one  fit  in  the 
course  of  the  night)  would  feel  entirely  well.  Mind  not  at 
all  affected.  From  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  epilepsy, 
he  had  been  under  regular  treatment.  He  had  been  treated 
for  worms.  He  had  taken  cathartics,  chalybeateSi  oxide  of 
zinc,  oxide  of  silver,  strychnine.  He  had  been  subjected  to 
couteriaation  of  the  throat  by  nitrate  of  silver.  The  reqnte 
mentioned  followed  the  use  of  this  latter  agent.  When  the 
fits  again  resumed  their  sway,  however,  the  same  remedy  was 
resorted  to  again,  but  without  success ;  to  what  cause  the 
failure  was  due  I  cannot  say.  This  is  the  remedy  which 
succeeded  after  the  trial  of  a  great  variety  of  treatment. 
A  fair  trial  was  given  to  the  following  remedies  and  plan  of 
treatment,  viz:  a  seton  in  nape,  nitrate  of  silver,  turpentine 
enemas,  turpentine  by  the  mouth,  mercurial  cathartics,  sol* 
phate  of  zinc,  extract  of  cotyledon  umbilicus.  He  was  under 
treatment  for  a  space  of  seven  months  without  any  improve- 
ment in  his  condition.  At  last,  and  almost  in  despair,  the 
application  of  nitrate  of  silver  was  resorted  to  in  solution  of 
forty  grains  to  the  ounce.  This  application  was  made  once  a 
week  regulariy;  the  sponge  was  carried  around  the  parts  at 
the  posterior  of  the  mouth,  and  then  was  an  attempt  made  to 
introduce  it  into  the  larynx.  There  was  no  certainty  that  it 
ever  passed  beyond  the  aperture,  but  there  is  no  doubt  it  fre* 
quently  went  to  and  partly  withm  the  laryngial  opening. 
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Ikese  parts  seemed  to  possefls  a  diminished  sensibility,  as  the 
tf&y  woidd  reoeiTe  the  application  with  scarcely  an  expression 
eff  pain  or  unpleasant  sensation. 

The  remedy  was  oontinned  for  a  period  of  five  months, 
wilk  rosolts  most  satisfactory.  From  the  first  applica- 
tisB  to  the  present  time,  the  boy  has  not  had  an  epileptic 
He  has  now  been  free  from  the  disease  oyer  fourteen 
and  he  has  every  appearance  of  being  permanently 
Li  this  case,  that  the  remedy  employed  and  the  dis- 
of  epilepsy  bear  to  each  other  the  relation  of 
■se  and  effect,  is  quite  certain.  There  was  no  other  agent 
I  operation  at  the  time,  to  which  could  be  assigned  the  re- 
dly and  the  interruption  of  the  paroxysms  which  followed 
m  aaaie  remedy  on  a  former  occasion  goes  far  to  corroborate 
m  view  that  tUs  was  the  sole  agent  of  cure :  and  moreover 
*  of  other  cases  in  which  this  disease  has  been  miti- 
if  not  cured  by  the  same  application.  The  question 
being  allowed  that  certain  cases  of  epilepsy  are  bene- 
;  by  this  remedy,  a  question  arises  as  to  its  modus  opC" 
Upon  this  point  I  should  like  to  receive  some  infor- 
firom  the  members  of  the  society.  Again,  in  the 
state  of  our  knowledge,  can  the  treatment  of  epi- 
be  conducted  on  a  scientific  basis?  In  other  words,  in 
of  epilepsy  can  we,  before  experiment,  designate 
I  of  treatment  that  will  be  beneficient,  or  is  the 
of  the  disease  wholly  empirical  ? 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Boinm  said  the  success  of  the  treatment  in  this  case 

not  warrant  the  hope  of  its  succeeding  in  all  cases,  no 

)  than  any  of  the  many  remedies  bearing  the  name  spe- 

L     He  has  seen  cases  of  epilepsy  benefited  by  various 

,  but  has  never  yet  seen  a  case  permanently  cured. 

Dr.  BfJiOKM AN  spoke  of  the  connection  of  epilepsy  and 

affections  with  laryngismus,  and  of  the  results  of 

in  these  cases,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Marshall 

He  believed  that  the  eiadence  which  we  now  possess, 

I  en  the  eiperience  of  British  and  American  surgeons. 
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proved  ooneliisively  the  inefficaojr  of  this  proceeding  as  a 
corative  agent,  and  thought  if  not  already  abandoned  it  soon 
would  be,  except,  perhaps,  as  a  measure  of  temporary  reliet 
Life  had  doubtless  been  prolonged  by  the  operations  per- 
formed by  Mr.  Lyons  of  the  Glasgow  Lifirmary,  in  cases  of 
tetanus,  and  in  another  instance  by  M.  Maisonneuve  of  Paris. 
Dr.  B.  had  himself  tried  it  in  one  case  of  tetanus,  but  it  wia 
of  no  avail,  being  performed  when  the  patient  was  in  arUeuh 
mortis.  In  many  of  these  cases,  as  in  hydrophobia,  it  is  prob- 
able that  death  occurs  from  spasm  of  the  glottes,  and  trache- 
otomy would  therefore  be  clearly  indicated. 

As  to  the  topical  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  epilepsy, 
he  believed  it  was  tried  some  several  years  since  by  Dr.  Eben 
Watson,  an  English  practitioner.  He  was  led  to  try  it  in 
consequence  of  its  beneficial  influence  in  cases  of  whooping 
cough,  in  which  affection  death  sometimes  occurs  from  laryn- 
gismus. According  to  Dr.  Watson  it  acts  by  lessening  the 
susceptibility  of  the  glottes.  Now  in  the  case  reported  by 
the  author  of  the  paper  before  the  meeting,  there  was  already 
a  diminution  of  the  sensibility  of  the  glottes. 

Dr.  Browne  Sequard,  a  French  physiologist  of  considerable 
celebrity,  has  also  suggested  the  topical  application  of  nitrate 
of  silver  in  epilepsy,  from  the  effects  which  he  had  observed 
in  his  experiments  on  animals,  where  he  had  produced  tetanic 
symptoms  which  were  mitigated  by  such  applications  to  the 
glottes. 

Dr.  B.  referred  to  instances  of  temporary  cure,  the  result 
of  the  accidental  division  of  the  occipital  artery,  or  of  an  ex- 
tensive bum  of  the  scalp,  as  illustrated  by  a  case  at  present 
in  the  Commercial  Hospital.  He  had  already  published  in 
the  Western  Lancet  cases  successfully  treated  by  the  ligature 
of  both  primitive  carotid  arteries. 

Dr.  J.  J.  QiriNN,  supposed  that  there  was  no  specific  rem- 
edy for  the  treatment  of  epilepsy.  If  this  be  true,  we  could 
hope  for  little  benefit,  either  to  the  profession  or  to  the  epi- 
leptic patient,  from  the  mere  discovery  of  an  agent  that  may 
have  effected  a  cure  in  a  particular  case.    If  we  can  trace  the 
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trae  cmiue  of  the  disease,  or  understand  the  manner  in  which 
the  remedy  acted  in  that  case,  we  might  be  able  to  apply  the 
maOBent  to  others ;  otherwise  it  can  only  be  employed  em 
firically.  Hence  the  inquiry  of  Dr.  Keyt,  as  to  the  modu^ 
epermndi  of  the  remedy,  which  proved  successful  in  his  hands, 
ii  one  of  interest  and  importance.  Before  attempting  to 
sMwer  it,  however,  it  might  not  be  improper  to  glance  at  the 
Mlnre  of  the  disease. 

Epilepsy  manifests  itself  by  periodical  paroysms  of  convul- 
sions which  vary  in  duration  in  different  cases,  as  do  also  the 
intcrrals  between  them.  The  disease  attacks  both  sexes,  dif- 
foent  ages,  temperaments  and  habits,  and  is  both  hereditary 
ad  mcqolred.  Its  pathology  is  not  revealed  by  post-mortem 
daminntions.  It  is  true,  that  after  deaths  occurring  in,  or 
■onedintely  following,  a  paroxysm,  evidences  of  congestion 
tf  the  brain  have  been  found ;  and  in  cases  that  had  labored 
Mder  the  disease  for  years,  thickening  of  the  membranes  of 
Ike  brain,  and  other  signs  of  chronic  inflammation,  have  been 
fccorered.  But  both  the  congestion  and  inflammation  were 
frobably  the  result,  rather  than  either  the  cause  or  essentially 
a  part  of  the  disease  itself.  The  congestion,  no  doubt,  was 
■dnced  by  the  spasm,  while  the  inflammation  was  probably 
ike  result  of  frequent  periodical  irritation  of  the  brain  during 
ike  paroxysms.  Both  these  morbid  conditions  are  found  after 
4eath  from  other  causes,  and  are  therefore  not  peculiar  to 
Ae  disease.  And  in  cases  which  did  not  terminate  fatally 
«.  or  immediately  following,  a  paroxysm,  or  in  wliich  the  dis- 
had  not  continued  sufficiently  long  to  greatly  impair  the 
of  the  mind,  post-mortem  examinations  reveal  no 
ffsdeaee  of  either  congestion  or  inflammation ;  nor  do  they 
okibit  any  morbid  condition  of  the  body  that  would  enable 
m  to  arrive  ac  the  pathology  of  the  disease. 

For  the  nature  of  epilepsy,  we  have  then  to  rely  upon  the 
fjBptoms  which  it  presents.  And  these  sliow  the  brain  and 
■cnroos  system  to  be  involved.  The  medullary  substance  of 
ike  brain  ia  supposed  to  be  the  centre  of  voluntary  motion ; 
•ad  the  oorticaly  the  organ  of  mental  action.    Where  there  is 
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spatm  of  the  mvolimtary  mmdt§;  tkere  siut  be  derangement 
in  the  action  of  the  reflex  syBteB  of  nenres;  where  there  it 
oonnilfiions  or  perrerted  action  of  the  volnntary  moBciilar 
system,  the  white  sabetance  of  the  brain  must  be,  in  some 
manner,  implicated;  and  where  there  is  derangement  of  the 
mental  fimctions,  the  cortical  snbstanee  mnst  be  inyolred. 
Tbe  distortion  of  featores,  the  twitching,  rigidity,  rapid  ooo* 
traction  and  relaxation,  and  violent  agitation  of  the  mnsdea 
which  characterise  a  paroxysm,  show  the  nenrons  system,  in* 
dnding  the  great  centres  of  nerrons  action,  to  be  inTolred  in 
the  disease.  Not  only  are  the  fbnctions  of  the  nerrons  sya- 
tern  penrerted  during  a  paroxysm,  but  those  of  the  mind  also 
suffer.  All  the  perceptive  facilities, — taste,  smell,  hearing, 
vision  and  sensation;  attention,  will,  memory,  judgment, eon- 
scionsness,  all  the  intellectaal  and  moral  powers,  are  eiiiier 
impaired  or  suspended.  The  disease,  when  long  continued, 
runs  into  dementia,  imbecility,  or  idiotcy.  These  symptoms 
sufficiently  indicate  that  epilepsy  is  eminently  a  disease  of 
the  brain  and  nervous  system.  And  this  conclusion  would 
seem  to  be  sustained  by  the  causes  which  have  been  known  to 
produce  it.  Aside  from  an  hereditary  tendency,  which  is 
sometimes  sufficient  of  itself  to  bring  on  the  disease,  and 
always  aids  an  exciting  cause  in  establishing  it,  different  phy* 
sical  and  moral  agencies,  calculated  to  induce  a  morbid  ini* 
tability  of  the  nervous  system,  or  produce  an  unhealthy 
excitability  or  depression  of  the  brain,  have  given  rise  to 
epilepsy.  Among  the  physical  causes  enumerated  in  the 
books,  are  depression  of  bone  upon  the  brain,  violence  to  the 
spine,  intestinal  worms,  hepetic  and  uterine  derangement,  in- 
jury upon  the  extremity  or  pressure  from  a  tumor,  along  the 
course  of  a  nerve.  A  sudden  mental  emotion,  as  fright  or 
terror,  has  also  been  known  to  act  as  an  exciting  cause.  It 
is  perhaps  from  the  causes  of  epilepsy  being  external  and  in- 
ternal, that  the  classification  of  the  disease,  by  some,  into 
eccentric  and  centric  has  been  made. 

The  doctor  thought  that  a  physical  cause  sometimes  es- 
tablished a  predisposition  to  the  disease,  requiring  an  addi- 
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ezciting  cause  to  develop  it.  He  related  a  case  of 
injnTf  to  the  epine,  in  which  epilepsy  was  developed 
the  lapse  of  two  or  three  years,  upon  a  sadden  fright 
ft  large  snake.  Also  one  in  which  violence  upon  the 
1  resulting  in  depression  of  a  part  of  the  occipital  bone, 
vaa  fiiAowed  with  the  disease  after  several  years,  the  first 
fuijBin  occurring  immediately  upon  the  patient's  taking  a 
Aw^t  of  cold  water  during  violent  exercise.  He  believed 
Aat  more  cases  of  epilepsy  might  be  traced  to  indulgence  in 
Aese  Tickms  and  immoral  habits,  which  enfeeble  the  system 
mH  prostrate  nervous  energy,  than  to  any  other  single  cause. 
Bifcral  cases  have  fallen  under  his  observation  in  which  there 
waa  BO  hereditary  taint,  in  which  there  was  no  other  assign- 
alle  cause,  and  which  he  had  no  doubt  were  the  results  of 
aaatorbfttion. 
Now  if  this  be  the  nature  and  these  the  causes  of  epilepsy, 
would  be  its  rational  treatment  ?  Evidently  that  laid 
in  the  books :  1st,  to  remove  the  sources  of  irritation ; 
mH  2d,  to  render  the  brain  more  able  to  resist  or  less  sensible 
la  Bcrbid  impression.  Does  the  local  application  of  Nitrate 
•f  SDver  to  the  fauces  meet  any  of  these  indications  ?  If  the 
mmmt  existed  in  or  proceeded  from  the  fiiuces,  it  might  have 
feet  the  first.  If  not,  it  would  be  difficult  to  account  for  its 
actioii.  Amputation  of  the  great  toe,  severing  the  radial 
J  J  and  castration  have  each  been  said  to  efiect  a  cure,  in 
where  the  €tura  commenced  in  the  toe,  index  finger,  or 
jde.  If  the  aura  in  this  case  commenced  in  the  fauces, 
Ae  treatment  might  seem  to  be  founded  upon  the  same 
frinciple  as  that  which  suggested  such  operations,  the  remo- 
fal  of  the  source  of  irritation,  or  what  might  be  equivalent, 
ikeriiig  action  in  the  organ  from  which  the  morbid  influence 

Dr.  Armor  said  there  was  one  point  of  interest  in  epilepsy 
li  which  he  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Society,  and 
Aat  was  the  Laryngeal  in%en9ibQxty  to  which  reference  has 
in  the  paper.    His  attention  had  been  directed  to 
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this  some  years  since ;  he  had  frequently  tested  it,  and  in 
bad  cases  of  long  standing,  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  more 
or  less  laryngeal  insensibility  was  generally^  if  not  alwaya, 
present. 

The  whole  subject  of  Laryngeal  tpaum  is  one  of  interest 
and  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  for  recently  adding 
very  much  to  its  importance.  It  is  often  the  secondary  seat 
of  spasmodic  difficulty  and  bad  results  frequently  follow. 
Indeed,  many  agents  are  capable  of  producing  fatal  spaaoL 
Irritation  from  teething  often  gives  rise  to  spasm  of  the  glot- 
tis in  the  disease  known  as  ^^child  crowing."  This  is  evidently 
reflex  spasm  from  irritation  of  the  trifiacial  nerve.  Irritation 
of  the  stomach,  from  a  morbid  impression  produced  on  the 
fnevmogastric  nerve,  will  produce  the  same  results.  The 
protean  forms  of  Hysteria  also  furnish  many  striking  illustra- 
tions, such  as  sudden  aphonia,  fits  of  croupy  breathing,  long 
continued  stridulous  breathing,  cough,  &c. 

As  to  the  pathology  of  epilepsy  it  is  involved  in  much  ob- 
scurity. We  have  much  to  learn.  True,  the  brain  is  evidently 
involved :  the  obaeuration  thought,  voluntary  motion,  all  tes- 
tify to  this.  But  may  not  this  in  many  instances  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  paroxysm  rather  than  the  cause  ?  The  same  thing 
is  observed  in  eclampsia  from  uterine  irritation.  In  patt* 
mortem  examinations  congestion  of  the  vessels  in  the  sub- 
stance or  on  the  surface  of  the  brain  is  found  in  both  in- 
stances. But  this  very  naturally  results  from  the  mode  of 
death,  that  of  apnea.  It  is  to  relieve  this  latter  condition  that 
Marshall  Hall  proposes  his  operation.  Be  careful  to  distin- 
guish between  the  two  tarieties.  The  first,  or  mild  form 
(epilepsia  mitior)  is  short  of  laryngumua.  In  the  second,  or 
more  frightful  (epilepsia  gravior)  laryngeal  dyspnea  is  pres- 
ent, closure  of  the  larynx,  and  violent  efforts  at  expiration.  It 
is  doing  injustice  to  Marshall  Hall's  views  to  suppose  that  he 
proposes  to  operate  in  all  cases  of  epilepsy.  It  may  be  heri- 
ditary ;  there  may  be  defective  development  of  the  nervous 
centres ;  distructive  organic  disease  may  have  already  taken 
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place.  Theoe  would  of  course  be  unaffected  by  the  operation. 
An  on  this  side  of  larjngisQiuB  is  unaffected  by  the  opera- 
tx».  All  on  that  side  will,  he  thinks,  be  prevented  or  bene- 
ftcd  by  the  operation.  It  is  to  obviate  the  laryngisniusy  in- 
lividity  of  the  countenance,  involving  the  bitten 
le,  the  foam  succeeded  by  stupor  and  delirium,  that  he 
proposes  the  introduction  of  thu  tube. 

As  to  the  topical  application  of  the  Nitrate  of  Silver  to  the 
hrjnx  in  the  cure  of  epilepsy  he  had  nothing  to  say.  If 
■offbid  insensibility  of  the  larynx  is  already  present,  why 
ip^j  Nitrate  of  Silver  ?  But  the  case  reported  is  one  of 
klere^t,  and  should  lead  to  further  trial.  The  speculation  as 
ts  the  modu^  operandi  is  of  much  less  practical  importance 
ibui  the  fact  of  its  curative  power,  if  indeed  such  prove  to  be 
Ae  fact.  But  on  this  point  we  must  be  allowed,  as  yet,  to  be 
SHMwhst  skeptical. 

Dr.  CmrroU  said  he  had  seen  as  many  cases  of  epilepsy 
end  without  as  with  treatment.  He  may  add,  a  close  at- 
mtioa  to  diet  with  proper  exercise  as  tlie  best  procedure 
in  &e  management  ot  such  cases. 

In  cnses  of  epilepsy  associated  with  the  sensations  dscribed 
m  snra  epeleptica  he  has  seen  relief  by  cauterization  over  the 
part  where  this  commenced,  in  other  cases,  it  has  however 
failed  to  produce  any  observable  effect. 

Cases  have  been  reported  where  cures  have  been  realised 
kj  threatening  to  bum  with  hot  irons,  etc.,  such  treatment 
wSL  however,  avail  little  in  true  epilepsy. 

In  Bach  cases  as  occurred  in  the  orphans  asylum  some  years 
^  where  one  epileptic  was  the  cause  of  producing  a  gene- 
al  assuming  of  fits  amongst  the  children,  such  treatment 
■ay  saoceed  as  it  did  then  but  in  true  epilepsy  he  has  little 
onfidenoe  in  any  form  of  treatment. 

Dr.  Mossy  spoke  of  masturbation  as  a  cause  of  epilepsy  ; 
itkted  a  ease  in  point  where  by  abstinence  from  this  indul- 
pnce,  attention  to  diet  and  exercise,  a  cure  was  affected. 

He  spoke  of  the  difficulty  of  determining  the  cause,  and 
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and  ftlflo  of  the  many  organic  canaea,  wbiali  do  not  admit  of 
anrgical  relief  for  their  benefit.. 

Dr.  Williama  related  a  ease  mentioned  by  Dr.  Oraff;  where 
injury  of  the  orbicnlaria  muBcIe  was  the  cause  of  epilepsy, 
after  undergoing  medical  treatment  for  some  months  withoat 
benefit,  the  patient  submitted  to  the  operatioi^  of  division  of 
the  supra  and  unfira  orbital  nenres,  which  succeeded  in  entire 
relief  to  the  patient. 

Dr.  Wright. — The  case  presented  to  us  by  Dr.  Keyt,  is  Ihf- 
teresting  in  many  particulars,  and  notwithstanding  it  opens  a 
wide  field  for  discussion,  a  limit  must  be  giren  to  our  remarka. 
He  should  not  analyse  the  symptoms,  with  a  view  to  deiet^ 
mine  whether  the  case  was  one  of  true  epilepsy,  or  one  sim«» 
lating  this  intractable  disease  in  its  general  character,  aa  it 
is  not  necessary  in  the  discussion  of  the  question  before  vs. 

What  is  that  question?  It  is  whether  the  spasmodic  albo- 
tion  presented  to  us,  could  be  traced,  as  the  first  links  in  the 
chain  of  morbid  actions,  to  a  prolonged  closure  of  the  glottiSi 
and  subsequent  lesion  about  this  apature.  The  success  of  the 
treatment  so  wisely  suggested,  and  so  skillfully  applied, 
leaves  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  origin  of  the  spasms. 

But,  valuable  as  this  case  may  be,  as  suggestive  of  new 
ideas  respecting  epilepsy,  we  should  be  careful  how  we  limit 
our  investigations  to  any  one  cause  of  the  disease.  The 
pathology  of  nervous  diseases,  so  called,  and  those  in  which 
muscular  agitation  is  the  prominent  symptom,  are,  and  we 
fear  will  continue  to  be,  exceedingly  obscure. 

Do  not  the  convulsions  of  chilcten,  in  all  their  external 
manifestations,  claim  an  identy  with  epilepsy  ?  Most  fre- 
quently, they  arise  from  some  improper  material  having  been 
received  into  the  stomach.  A  few  days  since  I  was  called  to 
see  a  little  patient  in  spasms,  the  first  seisure  continuing  six 
hours  without  abatement.  Pieces  of  paper  and  a  small  twig 
of  green  cedar,  were  discharged  under  the  influence  of  a  ca* 
thartic,  and  speedily  afterwards  all  unpleasant  symptoms 
disappeared.  Gould  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  to 
the  epiglottis  have  saved  this  patient  ? 
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If  owr  remedies  are  hereafter  to  be  applied  to  the  fances  to 
ancat  epilepsy,  then  our  views  respecting  its  pathology,  have 
kasn  grefttly  at  fiuilt.  A  vast  amount  of  time  has  been  ez- 
fmifti^  and  labor  bestowed  in  vain,  in  detecting  it  with  the 
«•  of  the  knife,  lesions  of  the  brain  and  spinal  chord.  Per- 
kspi^  in  these  cases,  morbid  action  is  reflected  from  the  ner- 
vna  centres,  upon  the  glottis,  inducing  spasms  and  tempo- 
naphyxia— the  convulsions  appearing  as  the  ultimate 
lA.  If  so,  the  nitrate  of  silver  as  used  by  Dr.  Key t 
■ay  yet  become  a  powerful  agent  in  the  cure  of  epilepsy. 

In  this  connection,  and  to  illustrate  the  influence  of  the 
■■d,  or  will,  in  inducing  epilepsy,  allow  us  to  present  the 
srfnei  of  a  case. 

A  eonrict  in  our  State  institution,  who  seemed  to  be  a 

SBomdrel  naturally,  as  well  as  from  habit,  established  epilpesy 

ia  himself,  by  holding  his  breath  for  a  long  time,  and  arrest- 

■g    the   dreolation  through  his  arms,  by   bringing    them 

faicibly  agunst  Urge  balls  placed  in  the  exilian.    By  and  by 

As  least  unpleasant  excitement  of  mind,  a  disputation  with 

a  Ulow  prisoner — ^hard  words  from  a  guard — ^food  not  savory 

to  him — reproduced  a  paroxysm.  So  violent  and  oft  repeated 

the  seisures,  that  his  face  was  scarcely  ever  free  from 

and  swelling.    The  arm  and  leg  of  one  side,  became 

imiiiislied,  and  partially  paralyzed.     Becoming  a  nuisance 

ia  the  eetablishment,  and  requiring  more  care  than  a  regiment 

«f  saeh  fellows  were  worth,  his  friends  were  permitted  by  the 

IiecntiTe  to  take  him  to  their  home.    Soon  he  was  suf- 

identlj  restored  to  health  to  engage  in  his  favorite  occupation 

tf  stealing.    He  was  pursued  to  the  Ohio  river,  down  it  to 

CJMinnati    stealing  at  almost  every  point  on  the  way.    At 

As  latter  place  he  was  arrested,  lodged  in  jail — ^brought  be- 

fare  the  oonrt  to  be  tried — had  a  fit  frightening  the  judges 

mi  lawyers,  taming  over  chairs  and  tables,  and  was  sent 

ts  the  Commercial  Hospital :  at  night  he  escaped  and  after 

Ining  eommitted  depredations  of  various  kinds,  was  re- 

l  to  the  prison. 
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He  was  threatened  by  the  physioian  with  severe  piinish- 
ment  if  he  had  a  fit  during  his  confinement.  For  several 
months  4ie  kept  steadily  at  work,  without  having  entered  the 
sick  list  once.  During  an  attempt  to  scale  the  wall,  and 
being  hailed  by  a  sentinel  armed  with  a  musket,  he  fell  to  the 
ground,  and  floundered  for  some  time  in  a  fit,  and  was  roused 
to  consciousness  by  the  free  use  of  a  oowhide.  This,  with 
subsequent  punishment,  seemed  to  prevent  another  epileptie 
attack.  At  all  events,  he  was  not  known  to  have  had  one 
during  his  confinement,  a  period,  if  I  mistake  not,  of  two  or 
three  years. 

Much  remains  to  be  learned  respecting  the  true  pathology 
of  epilepsy.  If  the  case  which  has  given  rise  to  our  remarks 
should  lead  us  into  a  more  correct  and  successful  train  of 
thought,  Dr.  Key t  will  receive,  as  he  will  justly  deserve,  hig^ 
encomiums  from  the  profession. 

Dr.  Carson  spoke  of  experiments  of  Dr.  Todd,  on  animals, 
with  regard  to  the  seat  of  epilepsy.  Epileptic  spasms  were 
only  produced  when  the  corpora  quadrigemena  were  wounded; 
the  experiments  were  made  by  passing  instruments  through 
the  brain  at  different  points. 

RELATION  OF  CASES. 

Dr.  Carson  related  the  following  case  of  Triplets:  The 
woman  was  aged  about  27  years,  good  hight,  apparently  well 
developed.  Labor  progressed  in  the  ordinary  way,  through 
a  duration  of  about  four  hours.  Nothing  unusual  had  at- 
tracted her  attention  during  gestation.  It  was  her  first  labor, 
and  came  on  two  weeks  before  her  own  calculation.  The 
presentations  were  all  vertex ;  position  of  two  occipito  ante- 
rior ;  the  third,  occipito  posterior.  The  interval  between  the 
first  and  second  was  about  half  an  hour;  between  the  second 
and  third,  not  quite  so  long.  The  placentae  were  three,  and 
expelled  within  a  few  minutes  of  each  other.  The  cords  were 
average  length  and  size;  the  children  were  all  living,  and  con- 
sisted of  two  girls  and  a  boy.  They  weighed,  the  next  morn- 
ing, five,  four  and  five  pounds.     The  smaller  one,  which  was 
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a  girl,  lived  only  eight  hours;  the  others  were  strong  and 
kemlthy,  as  children  usually  are,  and  the  prospect  of  their 
liTing  seemed  to  he  good.  On  the  next  day  she  was  removed 
a  distance  of  about  eight  squares.  On  the  third  and  fourth 
days  she  was  threatened  with  pcretonitis,  but  owing  to  obsti- 
■ate  neglect  of  directions  which  he  considered  necessary  for 
kv  safety,  refused  to  attend  her  longer  than  the  fourth  day. 
Whether  she  recovered,  or  whether  the  children  lived,  he  does 
aol  know.  From  the  easy  labor  she  had,  and  from  her  favora- 
ble condition  previous  to  her  removal,  speedy  convalescence 
■ight  have  been  anticipated,  notwithstanding  it  is  generally 
tne,  that  plural  births  are  more  dangerous  to  the  woman 
Aan  single  births.  No  stethoscopic  examination  was  made, 
heeaode  there  was  no  suspicion  of  anything  unusual ;  whether 
iD  the  foetal  hearts  could  have  been  heard,  is  doubtful. 


HBHBBICKB  CO.  KEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
At  a  regular  meeting  of  the    "  Hendricks  County  Medical 
SiJciety"  held  at  Danville,  Indiana,  on  Tuesday,  April  15th, 
1*50.  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year  ending 
Ipril,  1857,  viz: 

Pr^ti'lenty  Thomas  B.  Harvey,  Plainfield;  Vice  President^ 
Leroy  11.  Kennedy,  Belvillc  ;  Rec,  Secretary ^  J.  Joel  Wright, 
M>Ej^ovia.  Morgan  county  ;  Cor.  Secretary ^llQXiTy  Cox,  Dan- 
liBc;  Treasurer^  Levi  Ritter,  Plainfield;  Censors^  J.  N. 
*jr€en«  Stilcsville,  J.  A.  Comingor,  Danville,  Lot  Reagan, 
Bhiljeeport,  Marion  County. 

The  following  Delegates  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
Sational  Medical  Association,  viz:  David  Hutchison  and 
Hcarr  G.  Todd. 

The  following  Delegates  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
«i:e  Medical  Association,  viz :  J.  A.  Comingor,  J.  N. 
♦jreen  and  L.  Howard  Kennedy. 

The  next  regolar  meeting  will  be  held  at  Plainfield  on  the 
VL  Tae^y  in  July  next. 

J.  Joel  Wright,  Rec.  Secretary. 
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PhyticdLEx]^aHonandDiagfk09ii  qf  DittoMU  <iff$ttiiig  th$  S$8pir 
rtaory  Organs.  By  Austin  FLnrr,  H.  D.,  Profirasor  of  thellieOTy 
and  Praotiee  of  Medicine  in  the  UniTersi^  of  Lomerille;  Hono- 
rary Uember  of  the  Medical  Societj  of  Viiginia,  and  of  the  Ken- 
tacky  Stote  Medical  Society.  Philadelphia :  Blanduud  and  Leti 
1866.    8yo.  pp.  628. 

The  phenomena  attending  the  diseases  of  the  chest,  and  the  phyai- 
cal  tests  applied  to  reyeal  the  causes  of  those  phenomena,  have  heen 
80  perseyeringly  and  aocoratdy  studied  by  diagnosticians,  of  the 
present  day,  that  £bu^  haye  accnmalated  in  much  greater  abon- 
dance  than  was  eyer  contemplated  by  the  distingaished  founder  of 
the  science  of  physical  diagnosis.  Consequently  the  woiloi  of  thoae 
authors  that  were  early  engaged  in  this  new  method  of  inyestiga- 
tion,  fall  far  short  of  making  a  complete  exposition  of  the  science  as  il 
is  now  taught  and  practiced  by  the  expert  and  accomplished  prac- 
titioners of  medicine.  As  new  trulhs  were  deyeloped,  monographs 
haye  been  published  by  their  discoverers,  explanatory  of  the  ad- 
vance that  had  been  made  in  some  particular  direction,  but  without 
attempting,  except  in  a  few  instances,  to  embrace  the  whole  field. 
Hie  result,  which  was  unavoidable  from  the  rapidly  advancing  state 
of  the  science,  has  been,  to  fill  our  libraries  with  a  number  of  worka 
on  the  subject,  which,  though  each  has  its  peculiar  merits,  and  is 
valuable  in  its  limited  extent,  are  incomplete  as  a  whole,  in  pre- 
senting the  subject  in  its  present  improved  condition. 

To  collect  and  arrange  all  the  facts  now  known,  that  shed  a  ^ght 
on  the  diseases  of  the  respiratory  oigans,  and  embody  them  in  a 
single  volume,  has  been  the  object  and  aim  of  Professor  Flint. 
To  accomplish  this,  a  task  of  patient  labor  was  to  be  performed, 
with  nothing  to  cheer  him  on  his  way,  but  an  ardent  love  of  science^ 
and  an  inherent  enthusiasm  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  How  wdl 
he  has  succeeded  must  be  learned  from  the  book  that  is  now  before 
us. 

In  the  introducdon  is  given  the  "  preliminary  points  pertaining 
to  the  Anatomy  and  Physiology  of  the  Respiratory  Apparatus"-^ 
Thoracic  Parietes,  Pulmonary  oigans,  and  the  Trachea,  Bronchi,  and 
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bvfBz,  with  tliB  topogtmphical  divisions  of  the  chest  lliis  part 
•f  the  work,  ooenpjing  fortj-foor  pages,  seems,  in  the  first  view,  to 
!•  wspeAaoQB^  (when  we  zemember  the  many  accurate  and  ample 
dsscriptions  of  thoae  points  fonnd  in  our  text  books  of  Anatomy 
■d  Phjsiolagy ; ")  but»  on  a  second  consideration,  the  propriety  of 
Ail  tntrodnction  becomes  more  apparent.  It  was  the  design  of  the 
to  naka  his  work  complete,  and  self-snstainiqg,  in  all  its 
»  and  to  present  all  that  was  valuable  on  the  subject  To 
apliah  this,  it  was  iiaeessary  to  present  the  organs  and  their 
ia  a  itato  of  health,  in  order  that  their  deviations,  in  dis- 
coaHitions,  might  be  studied  and  clearly  understood  in  the 
:  chapters.  We  cannot  here  suppress  a  desire  to  compli- 
mmtL  the  Mith<v  on  the  faithfulness  and  accuracy  of  his  introductory, 
mA  hb  good  judgment  in  placing  it  in  the  volume. 

fint  part  ai  the  work  tieats  of  the  di£brent  methods  of 
i  cxplotation,  percussion,  auscultation,  inspection,  mensu- 
,  palpatioa,  and  suocnssion,  covering  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
^^  pages>  Hers,  (the  remark  is  imperative,)  is  a  laige  con- 
wmtmmpdtm,  of  paper ;  but  in  compensation  we  have  the  subjects 
Aaroqgfaly  examined. 

Put  aecond  applies  the  difierent  methods  of  physical  exploration 
to  dbe  diagnosb  of  the  diseases  affecting  the  respiratory  oi^gans ;  but 
tiac  and  space  will  not  permit  us  to  follow  the  author  in  his  devious 
VBieriaga  through  the  labyrinthine  tubes  and  cavernous  leeesses 
hie  whidi  his  sniject  leads  him ;  though  it  would  bo  a  pleasing  and 
pufifsMii  task  for  OS  to  gather  up  some  of  the  brilliant  gdms  that 
kihas  aeattered  profusely  along  his  path,  and  present  them  to  the 
mmkn  of  the  Lancet,  for  they  illuminate  the  dark  passages  of  his 
«f  aa  drnmoiids  the  dark  caverns  of  the  deep. 

Flint,  in  the  production  of  this  work,  elevates  Western 
literature  into  a  position  of  g^reator  respectability,  in  which 
mmf  wcatem  member  of  the  medical  profession  should  feel  an  in- 
^■t  aad  ft  pride.  We  hope  that  it  may  be  as  extensively  scattered 
MV,  aad  read,  in  the  **  Mississippi  Valley  "  as  it  doubtless  will  be  on 
fti  Adaatie  border  of  our  Continent. 
For  safe  bj  H.  W.  Derby.    Price  SS.  i 
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MasMuii^  Okmiai  PkyHoiog^.  From  the  Qennaa  of  ProftMor 
0.  G.  IMBMAXM,  M.  D.  Translated  with  Notes  and  additions,  by 
J.  Chbbtiv  M0BBI8,  H.  D.  With  an  Introdactory  Essar  on 
Tital  Force,  by  Samuel  Jaoksov,  H.  D.,  Professor  of  the  uistl- 
totes  of  Ibdicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  mnstratol 
with  Forty  wood  cots.  Philaddphia:  Blancbaid  is  Lea»  1850. 
8vo.  pp.  881. 

This  is  a  brief  epitome  of  the  laige  and  elaborate  work  on 
"  Physiological  Chemistry/'  by  the  same  anthor ;  and  presents,  im 
a  very  condensed  form,  the  main  fftots  of  the  science.  It  is  designei 
as  a  convenient  text-book  for  students,  and,  with  fliem  it  wiD  be 
taken  in  preference  to  the  huge  work.  Hnch  additional  inteieet  b 
given  to  this  volnme  in  an  introdnctory  Essay  by  Professor  Jaek- 
son  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  in  interesting  eztnela 
from  his  letters  introduced  into  the  appendix. 

Professor  Jackson  reviews  Dr.  Lehmann's  doctrine  of  vital  forces ; 
showing  in  the  strongest  light  the  insufficiency  of  his  physical  ex- 
planation of  vital  phenomena.  But,  while  dissenting  from  Dr. 
Lehmann's  theories,  he  pays  the  highest  possible  compliment  to  dks 
scientific  merits  of  the  book,  by  adoptmg  it  as  the  text-book  on 
Physiological  Chemistry  for  the  University  students. 

For  sale  by  H,  W.  Derby.    Price  92  26. 


The  PfincipUB  of  Surgery.  By  Jambs  Millbb,  F.  R.  8.  E.,  F.  B. 
C.  8.  E.  Author  of  a  Treatise  on  the  Practice  of  8urgei7;  Sur- 
geon m  Ordinary  to  the  Queen  for  Scotland ;  8urgeon  in  Ordinary 
to  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  for  Scotland ;  Professor  of 
Surgery  in  the  University  of  EdinbuTgh ;  Consulting  Surgeon  to 
The  Boyal  Infirmary,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Fourth  American,  mm  the 
Third  and  Revised  English  Edition.  Illustrated  by  two  hundred 
and  forty  engravings  on  wood.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard  it  Lea. 
1866.    pp.  696. 

The  works  of  Professor  Miller  are  so  well  known  to  the  Profession, 
that  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  any  thing  in  relation  to  their 
general  merits.  The  present  edition  of  his  "  Principles,''  however, 
deserves  a  special  notice,  from  the  number,  variety,  and  feithfulnesa 
of  its  illustrations.  The  wood  cuts  are  beautifully  executed ;  and 
many  of  them  are  new  and  exceedingly  instructive — ^particularly 
those  illustrating  mortification,  diseased  and  fractured  bones,  and 
the  varieties  of  aneurism. 
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h  is  printad  on  good  smooth  paper,  in  dear,  dean  tjrpe,  and 
sdhsUntisIIj  bound  in  ealf, — in  a  word,  it  is  gotten  np  in  Blancbard 
4  Len's  best  style  for  standard  works. 

For  sale  b7  H.  W.  Derbj.    Price  83  75. 


A  Prattieal  Band-Book  qf  Medical  Chemistry.  By  John  E.  Bow- 
Haar,  F.  0.  8.,  Professor  of  Practical  Cbemistry  in  King's  Col- 
lege, London.  Second  American,  from  the  Third  and  Berised 
London  Edition.  With  Illnstrations.  Philadelphia :  Blandiard 
*Left.     1855.    pp.287. 

TkedistiqgQislied  reputation  of  Professor  Bowman,  and  the  rapid 
,  by  the  profession,  of  former  editions,  is  a  sofficient  com- 
on  the  value  of  this  excellent  little  work.  It  is  impossible 
far  ooe,  not  s  practical  chemist,  to  give  a  usefol  critidsm  of  a  woik 
Wm  the  present;  so  we  must  bow  in  respectful  submission  to  the 
anthoiity  from  which  it  emanates,  and  wait  for  abler 
I  to  point  oat  its  defiscts,  if  any  exist. 
For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby. 


Cempemlmmof  the  9ariou8Branehe9  of  Medical  Seim€$f 
fortki  Um  amd  ExattunaOon  of  Studenti.  By  John  Nbil,  M.  D., 
Smyon  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Fliysirians,  etc.,  and  Francis  Qurmet  Smith,  M.  D.,  Physician  to 
flC  Joseph's  Homital,  Fellow  of  the  CoU^  of  Physicians,  etc. 
A  new  Edition,  Revised  and  Improved.  With  three  hundred  and 
wcaty-fisor  Dlnstrations.     Philaddphia:    Blancbard    ^  Lea. 

ncn  are  but  few  students  or  practitioners  of  medicine  unac- 
rith  the  former  editions  of  this  unassuming,  thoi^h  highly 
ive  work.  The  whole  science  of  medicine  appears  to  have 
IsB  sifted,  as  the  gold  bearing  sands  of  "JSl  Dorado,**  and  the 
I  fncCs  tiessured  up  in  this  little  volume.  In  it,  we  have 
I  in  s  eondensed  form,  the  material  points  of  Jno^omy,  Pkyti- 
4i§lf,  Swfpary,  O^ieirictp  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,  and  the 
IVntifei  qf  Medkim,  making  a  complete  portable  library  so  com- 
|acc  thai  the  student  may  make  it  his  constant  pocket  companion. 
For  sak  by  H.  W.  Derby.    Price  SS  00. 
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Puerperal  Fever.    Translated  for  the  Western  Lancet,  from  tbe 
Gp.  des  Hopiteaux.    By  J.  H.  T. 

A  narrative  of  the  epidemic  which  preyailed  at  La  Charite  in 
1854,  has  juat  been  published  by  M.  G  harrier.  The  conrse  c^  the 
epidemic  ran  thus :  during  the  first  foar  months  of  the  year,  the 
aodominal  lesions  were  much  the  most  frequent.  In  ibe  foUowing 
two  months,  gangrenous  eschars  attended  the  ventral  lesions  ;  after 
this  succeeded  a  sort  of  truce,  which  lasted  a  month.  Finallj, 
toward  the  middle  of  September,  lesions  of  the  chest  became  men 
and  more  frequent,  so  that  at  length  simple  or  double  pleurisy  be- 
oanoe  the  rule,  and  peritonitis  the  exception. 

During  the  month  of  October,  the  epidemic  attained  its  max- 
imum  of  intensity.  Of  sixty-one  persons  attacked  forty-two  died. 
Of  these,  fifteen  had  double  purulent  pleurisy,  eleven  had  simple 
purulent  pleurisy.  Six  times  the  pleuritis  had  coincided  with  peri- 
tonitis ;  four  times  peritonitis  had  existed  alone,  and  six  times  the 
pleuritis  had  preceded  the  peritonitis. 

It  was  also  observed  during  this  epidemic,  where  the  death  of  the 
foetus  occurred  either  shortly  before  or  after  tlic  delivery,  that  during 
the  first  six  months  of  the  epidemic,  it  was  found  to  have  suffered 
from  abdominal  lesions,  whereas  during  the  last  three  months  the 
pleura  was  afiected. 

A  striking  proof  of  the  essentially  general  character  of  this 
disease,  from  its  very  commencement,  is  afforded  by  several  exam- 
ples cited  by  M.  Charrier,  where  the  gravity  of  the  phenomena  were 
gu^h  from  the  beginning,  and  their  march  so  rapid,  that  the  local 
lesions  had  not  time  to  be  developed,  and  consequently  no  trace  of 
them  coukl  be  found  at  the  subsequent  autopsy. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic,  m  many  cases,  local  de- 
pletion was  tried,  but  without  any  success ;  whereas  many  cases 
were  saved  by  vomiting  with  a  powder  of  ipecac  and  antimony, 
followed  on  the  next  day  by  a  saline  cathartic.  Large  vesicatories 
were  placed  over  the  abdomen  to  relieve  tlio  pains.  When  the  fe- 
ver gave  way,  diffusible  stimulants  and  tonics  were  employed.  The 
antiphlogistic  and  mercurial  treatment  invariably  failed. 

The  gangrenous  ulcerations  were  treated  by  applications  of  chlo- 
ride of  iron,  which  was  found  speedily  to  limit  the  progress  of  the 
sphacelus. 

In  the  pectoral  form  of  the  disease,  its  march  was  very  rapid, 
and  no  kind  of  medication  seemed  to  get  time  to  exercise  much 
control  over  it. 
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TybtremlcmM  O&mm  Inf^ckd. — ^M.  Rochai  nilates  the  cam  of  % 
—mi  Uboriag  mider  all  tlie  symptoms  of  phthisis,  who  had  a 
irtria  soar  tho  point  of  the  scapula,  which  was  found  to  commnni- 
cato  with  a  tnhervolons  cavern  in  the  right  lung.  A  mofe  direct 
spg«i»g  was  made  into  the  cavern  hy  applications  of  oanstic  potash, 
■BV  the  edge  of  the  thitd  dorsal  verteDra.  Through  this  a  large 
laanlitj  of  tahercolons  matter  was  washed  out,  and  into  the  cavern 
a  tiMtaro  of  iodine  and  iodide  of  potash  was  injected.  The  patient 
«w  pot  upon  codliver  oil,  and  has  entirely  rooovered. 

FUsriisiMlf  f^JUrophtne. — ^M.  Michea  calls  the  attention  of  the 
fsefMaion  to  this  new  preparation,  which  is  formed  by  the  union  of 
TiifriiBir  acid  with  the  alkali  of  atrophinc.  He  daims  that  it  is 
fcr  more  idiable  than  any  other  articles  of  the  materia  medica  in 
treatment  of  oonvdfsive  diseases ;  and  especially  of  epilepsy. 
chronic  asthma  and  whoopiog  cough. 


ENGLAND. 

'  ^  Mmorrhagiahy  Oxid§ of  Silver.    Bt  Walter  Josbs. 

Hib  patient,  Mi«.  W.  W ,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  delicate 

haki^gp  was  the  mother  of  one  child,  aged  five  years,  and  had  a 
MfeaaqoBBt  miacarriage  hut  did  wdl  after  it,  about  the  beginning  of 
Inaarj,  1854,  was  taken  with  severe  mennorrhagia,  for  which  on 
the  IMi  Jannaiy,  1864,  the  ergot  combined  with  tonics,  (quinine, 
ek.)  wma  given  twice  a  day,  and  continued  until  the  18th  January, 
widMMit  much  benefit,  when  the  sulphate  of  iron  was  combined  with 
As  ergot  aod  penevered  in  for  a  week  (till  the  24th  January)  witb- 
&m  her  deriving  any  beasfit,  at  which  time  sulphuric  with  gallic 
acid,  with  a  bitter  were  administered,  also  a  solution  of  alum  and 
of  zinc*  to  be  uned  as  an  injection  thrice  daily.  Tbeso 
ware  continued  till  the  5th  February,  without  the  slightest 
the  patient  getting  very  low  in  consequence  of  the  continued 

faia  CDinff  on.     Dr. ,  was  called  m  for  consultation,  and  pre- 

ibBm  fnlldoase  of  the  tincture  ferri  scsquiohloridc  throe  times  aaay, 
mA  a  piD  every  night  of  superaoetate  of  lead  one  grain  and  a  half, 
«i  pair,  opii  half  a  grain.  The  hcuionhago  still  continuing  to  a 
■Mas  eztoit  with  frequent  faintness,  cold  was  applied  to  the  vulva, 
«e.,  haad^i^g,  etc.  On  the  12th  February,  slie  took  the  tincture 
fan  and  qninine,  with  some  secalc,  and  under  its  influence  she 
i^l^y  improved,  till  the  16th,  on  which  day  her  medicine  was 
Aaaged  to  spta.  nth.  nit,  tincture  cinnamon  co.»  and  tincture 
calaoBbas  and  continued  till  the  18th,  on  which  day  she  became 
mvh  worse ;  gallic  acid  was  given  in  twelve  grain  doses,  and  pil. 
saponin  c.  opio.  Hve  grains,  o.  n.;  this  was  continued  with  but  slight 
~  ;  tin  CDB  SSth  Febmary,  when  I  gave  her  one  drachm  doses  of 
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the  biUitrate  of  potash  three  times  a  day.  She  derived  mora  bene- 
fit from  this  remedy  than  any  ddng  she  had  yet  taken,  and  it  was  con- 
tinned  till  the  18th  March  (whidi  was  nearly  a  month,)  on  which 
day  the  hemorrhage  returned  to  a  most  alarmiog  extent ;  the  faint- 
ing coming  on  at  frequent  intervals  and  on  the  slightest  movement* 
and,  indeed,  at  one  time  life  seemed  all  bnt  extinct.  Stimulants  of 
various  kinds  were  administered  freely  as  the  only  chance  of  saving 
her.    While  in  this  state  Dr.  ,  was  sent  for.    He  prescribed 

the  following : — ^R.  Aigent.  oxid.  one  grain  and  a  half,  ext  taiax. 
pnlv.  tragac.  co.,  of  each  six  grains,  diy.  in  pilnl.  sex.  capiat  i.  ter 
die.  After  the  few  first  doses  there  was  a  marked  change  for  the 
better,  and  from  that  time  there  was  daOy  improvement  till  the 
middle  of  April  (taking  her  pills  daily),  when  very  soon  after,  she 
was  able  to  go  to  the  sea-side.  She  bias  since  been  confined,  (on 
the  19th  June,  1855)  of  a  fine  living  boy,  which  she  is  snckling  at 
the  present  time,  and  has  never  had  a  repetition  of  the  discluuqge, 
and  is  now  in  good  health. 

Daring  her  confinement,  I  was  rather  apprehensive  of  hemorrhage 
coming  on,  bnt  fortunately  everything  passed  off  very  well.  The 
above  case  plainly  shows  the  valuable  properties  of  the  oxide  of 
silver  in  this  class  of  cases.  All  the  best  remedies  known  were 
tried  with  but  little  benefit,  and  I  feel  confident  that  had  it  not  been 
for  this  preparation  acting  so  beneficially,  the  patient's  life  would, 
in  a  few  hours,  have  been  lost.  It  deserves  a  well  spread  notoriety, 
and  doubtless  many  cases  prove  fatal  from  the  want  of  knowledge 
respecting  the  properties  of  the  oxide  of  silver. — London  Lancet. 


A  Teitfor  Strychnine.    By  Marshall  Hall,  M.  D. 

The  detection  of  strychnia  as  a  poison,  ^is,  at  this  moment,  of 
deep  public  interest. 

W  hen  the  chemical  test  fails,  there  remains,  I  think,  another — the 
pht/sioloffical.  Having  long  studied  tlie  effects  of  strychnia  on  the 
animal  economy,  (I  have  sent  two  papers  on  this  subject  to  the  in- 
stitute of  Prance,*)  I  am  j)er8uaded  that  these  effects,  on  the  most 
excitable  of  the  animal  species,  are  at  once  the  most  delicate  and  spe- 
cific tests  of  this  poison. 

I  have  just  performed  two  experiments,  and  only  two,  for  want 
of  materials  for  more. 

I  requested  Mr.  Lloyd  Bullock,  of  Hanover  street,  to  dissolve  one 
part  of  the  acetate  of  strychnia  in  one  thousand  parts  of  distilled 
water,  adding  a  drop  or  two  of  ascetic  acid. 

I  then  took  a  frog,  and  having  added  to  one  ounce  of  water 
1-lOOth  part  of  a  grain  of  acetate  of  strychnia,  placed  the  frog  in 

*  See  the  Conq>t«s  Rmdut  for  June,  1847,  and  February,  1883. 
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Am  dflvte  Bohtian.  No  efibct  hAying  been  prodooed»  1-lOOth  of  a 
gain  of  the  aoeUte  was  oAiefallj  added.  This  having  prodaoed  no 
iftca,  in  another  hoar  1-lOOth  of  a  grain  of  the  acetate  was  again 
aiiid,  makiiig  the  8-lOOths,  or  abont  the  88d  part  of  a  grain.  In 
a  tem  minutes,  the  frog  becune  violent^  tetanic,  and  though  taken 
•lit  and  waahed,  died  in  the  conrse  of  the  night. 

I  tkna  detoctad,  in  the  most  indubitable  manner,  one  thirty-thinl 

Cof  n  grain  of  the  acetate  of  strychnia.  It  appeared  to  me  that 
more  time  been  given  to  the  experiment,  a  much  minuter  quan- 
lilT  would  be  detectible. 

I  nlaioed  the  second*  frog  in  one  ounce  of  distilled  water,  to  which 
1  had  added  the  l-200th  part  of  a  g^in  of  the  acetate  of  strychnia. 
At  the  end  of  the  first,  the  second,  and  the  third  hours,  other  similar 
additiona  were  made,  no  symptoms  of  stiychnism  having  appeared. 
At  the  end  of  the  fifth  hour,  the  frog  having  been  exposed  to  the 
action  of  l-50th  part  of  a  grain  of  the  acetate  of  strycnnia,  tetanus 
csne  on,  and  under  the  same  circumstances  of  removal  and  wash- 
m^  aa  in  the  former  experiment,  proved  fatal  in  its  turn. 

I  tfaos  detected  l-50th  part  of  a  grain  of  the  poisonous  salt  by 
phcnomona  too  vivid  to  admit  of  a  moment's  doubt,  the  animnl, 
en  the  slightest  touch,  became  seized  with  the  most  rigid  general 

Kodic,  or  rather,  tetanoid  rigidity.  And  this  phenomena, 
iting  with  perfect  relaxation,  was  repeated  again  and  again. 

Aa  the  nerve  and  musdes  of  the  frog's  leg,  properly  prepared, 
hive  been  very  aptly  designated  as  galvanoscopic,  so  the  whole  frog, 
fToperlj  employed,  becomes  strychnoscopic. 

In  esses  of  suspected  poison  from  strychnia,  the  contents  of  the 
rtomach  and  intestines,  and  the  contents  of  the  heart,  bloodvessels, 
Ae.,  mnaC  be  severally  and  carefully  evaporated,  and  made  to  act 
sn  lively  frogs  jnat  taken  from  the  ponds  or  mud.  I  need  scaroelpr 
wkj,  that  taken  in  winter,  the  frog  will  prove  more  stiychnoscopic 
Ann  in  smnmer,  in  the  early  morning  than  in  the  evening. 

Tlie  Aral  mode  of  performing  the  experiment  also  remains  to  bo 
fiseovered,  with  all  its  details  and  precautions ;  an  inquiry  into 
«ydi  I  propoae  to  enter  shortly.  Meantime  this  note  may  not  be 
wkhont  ita  utility. 

Amcv  S^tet^  HoMiomr'iquan^  Jmiuary,  1866. 

FDercuPT. — ^I  have  repeated  my  experiment :  I  placed  one  frog, 
bmh  from  Uie  pools,  in  an  ounce  of  water,  containing  the  l-50th 
part  of  a  grain  of  the  acetate  of  Rtrychnia ;  a  second  in  the  same 
fwntity  of  water,  containing  the  l'66th,  a  third  containing  1-lOOth, 
smI  n  fourth  containing  l-i200th.  All  became  teUnic  in  two  or 
thsae  houa,  ezeept  the  third,  which  was  tL/male,  (the  others  being 

~  s,)  wUeh  leqnired  a  longer  time. 

a  ness  fkegs  were  not  f^h  Arom  the  pools. 


dl8  SdUarial 

The  l-200th  part  of  a  grain  of  the  acetate  of  ^tayehnia  is  iliera- 
fore  deCectible  by  means  of  this  test  conferred  by  pbjrsiology. 

We  now  placed  a  male  frog  in  l-400th  part  of  a  grain  of  the 
acetate  of  strycbnia,  dissolved  in  six  dracbms  of  water.  In  iboBB 
bonrs  and  a  balf  it  became  violently  tetanic. 

The  fresh  frog  is,  therefore,  at  this  season,  stiyofanoecopie  of 
l-400th  part  of  a  grain  of  the  acetate  of  stryohnia,  and  probably  to 
a  much  minuter  quantity,  which  ulterior  experiment  must  show. 

In  two  other  experiments  the  l-500th  and  the  1-lOOOth  of  a  graiB 
of  the  acetate  of  strychnia  were  detected. 

Jiumary  7(A,  1856. 


O^Ktitoml. 


TSAKSAOnOirS    OF  THE  0B|0  8TATB  MSmOAL  BOOIKTT. 

We  promised  in  the  last  number  of  the  Zaneii  to  give  a  mose 
extended  notice,  in  this,  of  the  *' Transactions  of  the  tenth  aanval 
meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society.'*  We  wiU  now  en- 
deavor to  redeem  our  pledge.  If  anything  we  may  say  should 
seem  to  bear  upon  any  of  the  agents  of  the  society,  in  publishing 
the  transactions,  or  in  making  reports  of  committees,  we  hope  that 
our  strictures  will  not  be  attributed  to  personal  motivea,  or  private 
feeling  on  our  part ;  for  we  aim  only  to  expose  manifest  error,  and 
glaring  inconsistencies,  which  must  arrest  the  attention  of  the  most 
disinterested  observer.  But  we  must  acknowledge  that  we  begin 
the  task  strongly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  duty  to  find  fault  with 
the  actions  of  the  Society  at  its  last  meeting,  if  this  document  ia  m 
fair  exposition  of  its  doings. 

It  appears  that  the  Society  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  commit- 
tees, where  its  identity  is  entirely  lost,  and  its  strength  enervated, 
except  so  far  as  the  influence  of  its  name  gives  sanction  and  circu- 
lation to  committee  reports.  Through  these  reports,  then,  we  must 
search  for  the  image  or  shade  of  the  Society,  to  learn  what  it  ia 
doing  for  the  promotion  of  science  and  the  elevation  of  the  pro- 
fession. But  before  examining  the  reports,  as  we  design  to  do,  in 
their  regular  order,  we  will  inquire  into  the  origin  of  the  commit- 
tees, and  see  if  there  has  not  been  a  perversion  of  the  aims  of  the 
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Ai0ocifttion»  and  its  name  used  to  sanction  individnal  schemes,  at 
wiaiiee  with  the  wishes  of  the  mass  of  its  members. 

A  member  takes  a  fancy  that  by  riding  some  hobby  throngfa  the 
Baeiety,  he  can  gain  an  enviable  notoriety,  or,  by  getting  its  en- 
^cwaemcut  of  a  patent  instrument,  can  make  a  fortnne  by  the  opera- 
MB.  He  mores  in  the  Society,  or  gets  a  special  friend  to  do  it 
kft  him,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report  on 
Mid  hobby  or  patent  instmment,  and  from  courtesy,  he  or  his  friend 
n  made  chairman  of  a  committee  of  investigation.  The  report  is, 
of  eoiir«e,  jostwhat  the  ambitions  gentleman  desired  it  to  be  ;  and, 
■heChei  it  is  approved  or  rejected  by  the* Society,  it  appears  in  the 
printed  transactions,  with  snch  additions  and  alterations  as  the  hob- 
W  riding  individnal  sees  proper  to  make  ;  and  the  whole  is  imposed 
on  the  commnnity  as  the  transactions  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
Society.  For  the  truthfulness  of  the  above  remarks,  we  will  give, 
m  an  instance,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  medical  ethics,  (B. 
m  the  IVansactions)  and  the  reports  on  patented  inventions,  marked 
Dp  H,  and  X.  Of  the  intrinsic  merits  of  these  reports,  more  will 
he  wtad  heieafter.  But  our  object  at  present  is  simply  to  show  the 
■nnbers  how  the  society  may  be,  and  has  been  ''used  "  by  indi- 
vidnal hobby  riders,  that  they  may  guard  against  like  occurrences  in 
the  fntiuB. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  ethics  was  read  in  the  Society  by 
dhe  chairman,  followed  by  a  resolution  to  discard  entire  the  code 
if  medical  ethics  from  the  Society.  After  a  full  and  fair  discussion, 
ii  which  both  sides  had  a  hearing,  the  Society  refcsed  to  adopt 
fesdi  the  report  and  the  resolution,  showing  clearly  and  unmistaka- 
Uy  a  veneration  for  the  national  code  of  ethics.  And  the  dctermi- 
to  maintain  the  code  entire  was  still  more  emphatically 
1,  by  passing  a  resolution,  rescinding  a  resolution  passed 
(fe  year  previous,  that  struck  one  link  from  the  golden  chain.  This, 
il  might  be  supposed,  would  cool  the  ardor  of  a  modest  committee, 
■d  that  they  would  have  rejoiced  to  see  the  lifeless  body  of  their 
"fffodi^oas  "  offspring  so  decently  interred.  But  as  it  was  con- 
i  in  iniquity,  and  came  forth  by  a  sad  abortion,  and  when  de- 
I  foond  to  be  nothing  but  an  acephalous,  monstrous, 
monatnMity,  it  was  determined  that  the  Society  should  father  the 
AiU,  even  with  a  caudal  prolongation  stuck  on  to  its  most  repulsive 
f  p  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Association.    The  publish- 
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iog  committee,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  power,  and  in  the  goodness 
of  their  hearts,  yearning  with  benevolent  impulses  to  free  the  society 
from  the  thraldom  it  was  fancied  the  code  imposed,  folded  carefully 
the  monstrosity  in  their  arms,  caudal  appendix  and  all,  for  future 
resuscitation.  Tlie  two  very  dUtinguUhed  obiUtriHom — ^Professors  1  i 
one  in  and  one  out — to  whose  charge  it  was  confided — ^were  so  suc- 
cessful, that,  in  a  very  short  time,  through  their  great  skill  and  the 
pure  atmosphere  of  die  city  of  Eaton,  it  was  brought  to  ''light  and 
life,"  several  months  before  the  transactions  were  published. 

In  plain  words,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  ethics  was  print- 
ed and  circulated  in  pamphlet  form,  under  the  title  of  "  Report  of 
the  Special  Committee  on  Medical  Ethics,  to  the  Tenth  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  held  in  Zanesville,  June 
5th,  1855.  Eaton,  O  i !"  months  before  the  Transactions  ap- 
peared ;  and  it  was  supposed  that,  of  course,  the  committee  bad 
liberally  furnished  the  means  for  its  publication,  (as  it  was  currently 
reported  that  the  transactions  could  not  be  printed  for  the  want  of 
funds)  or,  at  worst,  the  appendix,  occupying  four  pages,  which  was 
an  "q/3?er-c/ap," — a  weak  gleety  discharge, — ^not  contagious, — ^was 
certainly  given  at  private  expense,  and  would  not  be  inserted  in 
the  Transactions.  But  imagine  our  surprise,  on  comparison,  when 
the  Transactions  were  received,  to  find  there  the  same  report  and 
appendix,  printed  with  the  same  worn-out,  dirty  type,  with  the 
same  typographical  errors,  on  the  same  quality  of  thin  yellow  paper, 
and  to  look  very  much  like  it  had  been  paid  for  out  of  the  same 
treasury.  When  the  report  was  published,  the  committee,  (or  per- 
haps only  the  chairman  of  the  committee,)  inspired  with  the  en- 
thusiasm of  Propagandists,  had  them  widely  distributed  through 
the  ''  high- ways  and  by-ways  *'  of  our  city,  to  professional  men  and 
laymen,  and  particularly  to  the  editore  of  political  papers ;  and 
wherever  they  were  sent,  carrying  reproach  and  shame  on  the  regular 
profession,  and  disgrace  to  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society.  Some 
of  the  editore  had  too  much  good  taste  to  notice  it,  while  others, 
ever  ready  to  propagate  slanders  on  legitimate  medicine,  commented 
on  the  "  foolish  and  absurd  code  of  the  doctors,"  in  no  compli- 
mentary terms.  But  for  this  we  cannot  censure  them,  knowing  thai 
they  mistook  the  garbled  nonsense  given  in  the  report  for  the 
code  itself. 

We  have  occupied  so  much  space  ilk  the  foregoing  statement  of 
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bets»  that  we  haye  bnt  little  lemaining  to  appropriate  to  an  analj- 
na  of  the  aevenJ  papers  printed  with  the  transactions ;  so  we  most 
he  content  with  a  few  brief  allusions  to  prominent  points  in  each. 

£A.]  The  Tekdictory  address  of  Dr.  G.  Woodward,  the  retiring 
nendeat  of  the  Association,  is  clothed  in  his  usual  felicitous  style 
of  composition,  and,  as  a  whole,  is  an  effort  worthy  of  his  genius. 
B«t  we  think  he  made  an  unhappy  choice  of  his  subject,  viz :  The 
Code  of  Ethics.  Placing  himself  in  antagonism  to  the  American 
Mail  in]  Association  and  its  Ethics,  gives  him  a  position  not  sane- 
tioned  by  bis  conrteoos  intercourse  with  his  professional  brethren, 
mar  can  we  bdieye  it  is  congenial  to  his  taste  in  the  calm  moments 
ef  "sober  second  thought" 

[B.]  The  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Medical  Ethics, 
hj  M.  B.  Wright,  is  the  product  of  a  labored,  nerve-straining,  brain- 
sqveesing  effort  at  misrepresention,  and  a  ridiculous  abortion  of  wit 
ami  aarcasm;  of  which  any  of  our  readers  may  satisfy  themselves 
by  eomparing  his  perversion  of  the  code,  with  the  code  itself.  But 
iar  fear  they  will  not  take  the  trouble,  we  will  furnish  the  following 

TRUI   CODE.  WRIQHT'b    PERVERSION. 

Abtku  I. 
^  MyficteM  t0  tUir  Pmii9nt», 
Hi.    A  pi^jnlclMi  iboold  not  only  bei    1.    ETeiy  Physidan,  who  ezp«ct8  to  IIto  Igr 
mm  NMtr  I*  •tay  the  eillt  of  the  skk,  bat  his  his  profession,  most  engsfe  in  itipr«ec<es,uid 
'-     '     l»ta  tanbMdvlth  tfa0  grenU.thecareofhispiitlenU  shooJd  be  his  grettasi 
-lll^y  her- 


■Mtf  Mb  mimkomt  nnd  the  rseponrifaiUty  he'oliieet. 
IMItan^  tacm In  Hi disefaarfe.  ThoseobU.; 
piiMe  we  ttw  man  deep  ana  endnrinc,  be-| 
■■■ia««  to  BO  hrSmnal  other  than  bto  own; 
,  m  miiwAg9  penalties  for  careless-: 
JtocL  FHjridans  dHmU,  therefore,! 
'  m  Ibe  tick  with  doe  iBpresalons  of  < 
I  «r  tibdr  oOee;  reflectinff  that 
MS.  iB«  Malih,  and  tbeUTes  of  those  oom'i 
la  Ihdr  chaifc,  depend  on  their  skin, 
■aaadidamgr.  They shoaMstndjr, also, 
fr  ac^oMBaat,  so  to  nntta  ttmitrmut 
•s,  and  E9miM9€muimt  with  •ii<A#r. 
I  of  their  patients 


9.    Patlenoe  and  foihearanee  In  practice  arc 

.  to  be  exercised,  eapecially  towards  those  who 

ReM<»nable  indul-  are  tmhedle  or  caprieioas.    And  thinfrs  hnpor- 


pMt  *MUi  fa*  gnutod  to  the  mental  imbe-  tantto  be  kept  seeret,  are  not  to  be  nied  In  the 
^%  aaa  iiwi'iii  "f  t>M  iiek.  Secrecy  and  propagation  of  flunOy  or  neighborhood  scandal. 
eABQr,  VMB  raqvlrcd  by  peeollar  circam- 


qr  peeollar 
strictly  obsvred;  and  the 
oeaSdaatlBl  Intaraoorse  to  which 
In  their  professional 
I  fa*  ased  wMh  discretion,  and  with 
reganl  to  fidelity  and 
I  of  iscraqy  extends  be-i 
fasslonal  senrlces;  none' 
lef  pinoBal  and  doneatio  Ufb^i 
"  B,orflawofehaimcterl 
■iiiiiiPS|Wi<«i*Wtlilliiiiitoaii,rtiiiM 


Sl€ 


ScMofimt 


peiadrdy  required  to  do  to.  the  foroe  asd 
Boeeeell^  of  nb  obHgiMeci  ire  indeed  eo  greet, 
that  proftffeionel  men  hare,  under  oertein  dt' 
cnmitenees,been|>rateetediB  their  obeerrenee 
of  Mcarecart  ^  oooits  of  Jnatice. 
Bsc.  S.    nreqoentTielto  to  the  ilA  tre,  in 


•re,  ii 
general,  requisite,  eince  thcgr  enable  the  piqr- 
•idan  to  antre  at  a  more  perfeet  knowledge 
of  the  diaeaae,  to  meet  promptly  eT«Qr  change 
which  nuty  ocenr,  and  alio  tend  to  preaenre 
the  confidence  of  the  patient  Bnt  onneoee- 
sary  Tislta  are  to  be  arolded,  aa  th^  gtre  nae- 
Um  anxiety  to  the  patient,  tend  to  diminiah 
the  authority  of  the  physician,  and  render  him 
Uafale  to  be  aasMded  of  interested  motiTse. 

Sac.  4.  A  physician  should  not  be  forward 
to  make  gloomy  prognoetteatlons,  becanae  they 
saror  of  empineum,  by  magnifying  the  impor- 
tanoe  of  his  senriees  In  the  treataotent  or  tnn 
of  the  disease.  Bnt  he  should  not  (kll,  on  pro 
per  occasions,  to  giro  to  the  flriends  of  the  pa- 
tient timely  notlM  of  danger,  when  it  reaUy 
ocenvs;  and  eren  to  the  pdOeot  UnaBifi  if  ab- 
solutely necessary.  This  office,  bowerer,  is  so 
peeoXarty  alarming  wtien  eaeented  by  Idm^ 
Uiat  it  ought  to  be  declined  whenerer  it  can  be 
aaslgned  to  any  other  person  of  sufficient  iodg- 
ment  and  deUoicy*  Tor,  the  pliyaician  should 
be  the  minister  of  bopo  and  oomfort  to  the  sick; 
that,  by  such  cordials  to  the  drooping  spirit, 
he  msy  smooth  the  bed  of  death,  rerive  explr' 
ing  Ufe,  and  counteract  the  dcpresring  toiiu- 
enoe  of  those  mafauBes  wliich  often  disturb  the 
tranquillity  of  the  most  resigned,  in  tlieir  last 
moments.  The  life  of  a  sick  person  can  be 
shortened  not  only  by  the  acta,  but  also  t»  the 
words  or  the  manner  of  a  physician.  It  is, 
therefore,  a  sacred  duty  to  guard  himself  care- 
fully in  this  respect,  and  to  ayoid  all  things 
which  hare  a  tendency  to  disoourage  the  pa* 
ttent  and  to  depress  his  spirits. 

Sac.  5.  A  physician  ought  not  to  abandon  a 
patient  because  the  case  is  deemed  incurable; 
for  his  attendance  may  continue  to  be  highly 
useful  to  the  patient,  and  comforting  to  the 
relatires  around  him,  eren  in  the  last  period  of 
a  fatal  malady,  by  alleviating  pain  and  other 
symptoms,  and  by  soothing  mental  anguish. 
To  decline  attendance,  under  such  circum- 
stances, would  be  sacrificing  to  fknciful  delica- 
cy and  mistaken  liberality,  that  moral  duty, 
which  is  independent  of,  and  fiur  superior  to, 
all  pecuniary  consideration. 

Skc.  6.  Consultations  should  be  promoted 
in  difficult  or  protracted  cases,  as  they  give 
rise  to  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged 
views  in  practice. 

Bsc  7.  The  opportunity  whidi  a  phyrician 
not  unfirequentty  enjoys,  of  promoting  and 
strengthening  the  good  resolutions  of  Us  pa> 
tient^  sufCnring  under  the  consequences  of  vi- 
cious conduct,  ought  never  to  be  neglected. 
His  counsels,  or  even  remonstrances,  win  give 
satisfaction,  not  offense,  if  they  be  proffered 
with  politeness,  and  evince  a  genuine  love  of 
virtue,  accompanied  by  a  sincere  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
dressed. 


%  Tte  tUk  art  mot  10  ba  nag laeled*«4^ 
are  not  to  be  aanqyed  by  viaita  too  frequent^ 
made,  nor  Ij  ooBrmattaB  diaagnartO  pro- 
1onfed« 


4.  The  nature  of  the  ease  shovM  not  bo  db- 
honeatty  iM«iiiiad,  Mr  ahould  real  «aiig«r  l» 
seULthty  concealed. 


5.    The  apparent  hopelessneoB  of  »eaaa  will 

not  jnstity  its  entire  abandonmenU 


6.  The  decision  of  two  I>octor8  ara  aosa- 
times  better  than  the  opinions  of  on^ 

7.  Yfartnoas,  rather  than  Tiebis  oondnet, 
ahonld  be  pructeed. 


To  comment  on  the  above  quotations,  wonld  be  snperfinons ;  but 
we  give  below,  M.  B.  Wright's  remarks,  which  follow  in  the  Re- 
port, his  perrevision  of  the  seven  first  sections  of  the  code,  as  a  speci- 
men of  his  wit  and  sarcasm: 
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"  We  iIuJl  not  stop  to  contemplate  the  wisdom  of  these  axioms, 
aor  to  discuss  the  question  whether  they  have  been  impressed  upon 
the  infant  mind  by  the  tender  manner  and  anthorative  voice  of 
•ff«7  mother,  or  whether  they  are  to  be  given  to  mature  minds  for 
Anr  edification  and  profit  6nt  the  belief  is  irresistible,  that  a  body 
«f  ^^ifioii  and  learned  Doctors  might  have  been  more  profitably 
Maployed,  than  in  compiling  a  book  on  good  manners,  and  in  let- 
ting themaelveB  down  into  second  chiliUiood,  to  repeat  the  early 
kaaons  of  the  first.  Still  more  objectionable  is  that  edict  which 
voaU  give  os  so  lowly  a  position,  as  to  become  the  proper  recipi- 
Mte  of  SQch  puerile  instructions." 

[C]  JRtpori  en  ikt  Practice  of  Med*cin$,  By  L.  M.  Lawson, 
M .  D.  The  paper  of  Dr.  Lawson  reflects  much  credit  on  its  author 
ami  tbe  Association.  It  is  much  to  be  r^^ted  that  the  publishing 
committee  did  not  have  this  report,  instead  of  the  report  on  Ethics, 
scattered  in  the  community,  and  distributed  to  the  daily  papers. 

[D.]  [H.]  [N.]  BeporU  D,  H  and  N  are,  we  understand 
cm  patented  inventions,  that  may  be  valuable  improvements.  But 
it  is  the  inconsistency  of  the  society,  that  arrests  our  attention  here, 
m  sustaining,  by  a  laige  vote,  the  code  of  Ethics  in  its  prohibition 
ef  pntente  from  the  medical  profession,  and  at  the  same  time  ap- 
poiaiing  committees  to  examine  patented  instruments,  and  in  allow- 
ing to  be  printed,  with  the  transactions,  flattering  reports  on  the 

[C]  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Literature.  By  8. 
G.  Armor,  M.  D.,  Chairman.  This  report  occupies  a  very  small 
ipace  in  the  transactions,  but  it  is  a  highly  concentrated  article,  and 
evwT  word  is  chaigcd  with  pure  medicinal  virtue.  In  speaking  of 
the  medical  journals  of  our  State,  and  the  meagre  support  they  re- 
ceive from  the  profession  at  home,  he  gives  the  following  paragraph, 
vhkh  we  hope  our  readers  will  take  due  notice  of,  and  govern  them- 
tiree  aeeardin^p. 

*' Yotir  Committee  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  extending  more 
■pport  to  onr  home  journals.  There  is  too  much  disposition  to 
■■pport/bre^  journals,  thus  depriving  our  own  of  the  very  means 
■BBMsry  for  their  exoellence.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  any  mem- 
km  of  oar  State  Society  should  so  far  forget  his  state  pride,  as  to 
iwl  valuable  communications  to  Eastern  instead  of  our  own  journals.'* 

Clinical  reports  are  often  defective,  and  the  Committee  suggests 
aiemedy: 

"*lhe  other  feature  of  onr  Medical  Literature  to  which  we  have 
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alhided,  namely;  in^9erf0ci  dmhtd  rmfU^  is  oHie  irUdi  is,  in  msiiy 
reepeotSy  very  md^.  Thedeseri^tionofdiseftseiB.  ofteneztzenulj 
meagre,  mkoertiin,  mdefinite,  and  moomplete  in  detail;  somvchso, 
that  no  just  conoq^tion  can  be  formed  of  the  teal  nacme  of  the  die* 
ease  described.  fHie  result  is,  that  the  reader  has  no  bads  for  oon- 
chunons,  and  therapeutical  suggestions,  otherwise  ynStaMb,  an  of 
no  aeconnt. 

Tour  Committee  wonld  snggest  that  some  means  be  adopted  fbr 
correcting  this  common  defisct  of  onr  Kteratore.  Medical  Bodetiss 
might  co-operate  with  Medical  Colleges  in  ofibring  a  price  for  Ike 
best  clinical  reports  of  one  or  more  medical  or  smgieal  cases.  lUs 
wodd  have  Hob  eflfoct  to  direct  medical  inqnirj  in  a  proper  and 
hMlthy  channel,  and  woold  necessarily  enlaige  the  field  of  observa- 
tion, snd  give  more  interest  and  accnracy  to  the  study  of  pathology 
at  the  bedsMe.  It  would  teach  whai  to  observe,  and  Aois  to  obaerve« 
and  would  lead  to  greater  certainty  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  disease." 

The  foregoing  review  of  the  transactions  of  the  Ohio  State  MediP 
cal  Society  has  been  hastOy  thrown  together,  and  is  not  what  wa 
would  desire  it  to  be;  but  we  hope  it  will  serve  to  show  that  the 
Weitem  Ltmeei  will  ever  defimd  the  national  code  of  Ethics.  We 
must  have  a  well-defined  line,  an  impv^able  waD,  around  the  **  holy 
ground"  of  scientific  medicine,  to  separate  it  from  the  bogs  of 
quackery;  or  the  whole  will  be  overrun  with  noisome  weeds  and 
venemous  reptUes.  Assaults  from  without  will  forever  &11  harm* 
less  at  the  base  of  of  its  ramparts ;  but  it  is  traitors  within  the  cita- 
del, that  bring  the  profession  into  a  position  of  danger.  For  these 
wo  will  keep  a  gallows  and  a  halter. 


A  NEW  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 

"  The  Medical  Independent  and  Monthly  Beview  of  Medicine  and 
Suigery,"  is  edited  by  Henry  Goadby,  M.  D.,  Edward  Kane,  M. 
D.,  and  L.  G.  Bobinson,  M.  D.,  and  published  by  S.  D.  Elwood  & 
Go.  Detroit,  Michigan. 

We  have  only  received  the  second  number  of  the  Independent, 
the  first,  has  doubtless  fallen  into  other  hands  through  the  caidess- 
ness  of  some  post  office  official,  or  perhaps  it  is  yet  froaen  up  in 
some  of  the  snow  drifts  in  the  North.  Please  to  forward  us  the 
first  number  again,  friend  Goadby. 

The  Independent  should  be  patronized  by  every  lover  of  natural 
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for  it  has  one  exceedingly  attractive  feature,  that  is  not 
Bted  by  aaj  other  Medical  Journal,  viz.,  a  series  of  articles 
Dr.  Goadbjy  on  the  revelations  of  the  microscope.  Dr. 
Goadbj  has  no  soperior  as  a  microscopist.  Having  devoted  many 
jmn  to  the  stody  of  oiganiaed  existences,  through  the  microscope, 
ht  has  acquired  the  reputation  of  high  authority  even  with  the  beet 
■kroaoopiata  of  Europe.  We  shall  always  prize  the  Independent 
m  long  aa  the  name  of  Dr.  Goadby  stands  as  one  of  its  editors. 
Wa  haTe  not  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance  with  his  associates, 
bia  WB  have  no  doubt  they  are  well  qualified  for  the  position  they 


The  Independent  is  a  Monthly  Journal,  published  at  two  dollan 
|sr  annnm,  in  advance.  We  regret  that  the  price  is  too  low  to  war- 
■■I  a  first  rate  mechanical  execution  of  the  work.  It  is  welcome 
la  ov  list  of  exchanges. 


OmO   STATE  MBDIOAL   SOCIKTY. 

It  ahoold  be  remembered  that  this  Association  will  hold  its  elev- 
eslh  annual  meeting  in  the  city  of  Columbus,  on  the  first  Tuesday, 
(the  third)  of  June.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  enough  of  the 
lUid  memben  who  have  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  profession 
constantly  in  view^  will  be  present  to  check  the  current  of  innova- 
tion that  ia  so  insidiously  infiltrating  the  tissues  of  that  body. 


HOXKOPATHY  Vi,  THK  UNIVERSITY   OP  MICHIQAN. 

ne  AprQ  number  of  the  Peninsular  Journal  of  Medicine,  gives 
4e  opinion  of  J.  V.  Campbell,  and  G.  Y.  N.  Lathrop,  of  the  Su- 
|Raie  Court,  which  sustains  the  B^;ents  of  the  University  in  fail- 
'm%  to  appoint  a  Professor  of  Homeopathy  as  directed  by  the  State 
L^gislatore.  It  is  an  able  and  instructive  article,  and  we  regret  that 
«t  have  not  room  for  it  in  our  pages. 


Fkor.  H.  A.  Ackixt  has  resigned  his  professorship  of  Sur- 
0V7  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College.    As  a  bold  and  successful 
r.  Prof.  A.  has  few  superion.    He  was  one  of  the  fint 
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foondenof  the  Okyebcud  tdioolt  aadtobbpopiilibityMaiiopam- 
tor  «|ui  leottivar  was  doubdeM  dhkfl/  attribotdbla  ilie  1*199  rliiini 
which  that  Inrtilntioii  oomnuuMted  for  xmi^  jwi. 

Wo  xcgrat  to  I008D  him  from  iba  jirolSmnML  ooiff  of  Cm  WmI, 
as  mnstalso  the Institatioa  of  irhich h*  was  the  fchoipsl fnmiisr 
and  main  snppcfft. 

VWLMJLm  TO  TOM  MUmOAK  HxmoiL  ABSOOUnOlT. 

I>n.  T,  Wood  and  S.  E.  AnnoY  have  been  appomted  Del^galss 
to  the  Amerioaa  Medical  AModation  from  dm  Medical  OoUq^e  of 
Ohio,  and  Dr.  Qeo.  0.  Blackmaa  from  the  Oommeroial  HoepM 
ofClinciniiatL 


We  haVe  in  omr  drawer  a  nmnber  of  interesting  commnnicatioiis 
from  onr  Contributors,  for  which,  they  wiQ  please  to  accept  oar 
thanks.  Thos.  OarroU,— O.  A.  Knnkkr,— E.  R  Maxson,  J.  R.  W. 
Jefiraj,  R.  R.  MoMeens,  D.  W.  Manle,  and  T.  J.  Oog^y,  have  eadt 
famished  ns  with  an  article  that  wQl  appear  in  dne  time.  Hie 
Aitioki  of  John  M.  Pqg^  M.  D^  we  mnstdeeline,  as  we  think  it 
will  not  sufficiently  interest  the  Medical  reader.  It  wonld  be  Tafat* 
able  to  a  Tract  Association  or  some  religions  Journal. 


Dr.  O.  C.  GiBBs  has  removed  from  Perry,  Lake  Co.,  Ohio,  to 
Frewsburgh,  Chataque  Co.,  New  York.    The  name  of  Dr.  G.  is 

familiar  to  the  readers  of  the  Lancet  through  his  frequent  contribu- 
tions to  its  pages.  His  spirited  and  instructive  articles  give  much 
interest  to  the  two  last  volumes  of  our  JoumaL  We  wish  him 
success  in  his  new  location,  and  hope  he  may  still  continue  "  lakin 
notes,"  and  we  will  "  print  'em." 


J)eath  of  Ml  Brneift  Cloguet. — M.  Ernst  Oloquet,  physician  to 
the  Shah  of  Pisrsia  since  18&,  has  just  been  the  victim  of  a  mw- 
take,  and  perished,  after  excruciating  pain,  by  taking  a  laige  dose 
of  tincture  of  cantharides  in  mistake  for  brandy.  This  eminent 
member  of  the  Paris  faculty  had  been  elected  by  the  Academy  of 
Medicine  when  Mehemet  Shah  had  requested  the  French  government 
to  send  him  a  physician ;  ths  gaf^emmetU  haxnn^  Irft  the  choke  en- 
areiy  to  the  Uarmd  society.  The  salary  was  £14K)0  a  year.  M.01a« 
quet  had  not  long  since  been  married  to  an  Armenian  lady. 
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A  C&Be  of  Vaginal  RedoceUy  and  one  of  Vaghud  Hernia.  By 
Thomas  Carroll,  M.  D. 

VAgioal  Rectocele  is  noticed  by  Dr.  Ashwell  in  his  work 
m  the  discRSCB  of  females ;  bnt  he  does  not  mention  vagi- 
ari  hernia  as  a  disease  of  women ;  this  however  is  described 
fcj  S.  Cooper,  Lawrence,  Brown,  etc.  From  the  neglect 
«B  t!:e  part  of  Ashwell,  of  not  describing  the  latter  disease  it 
Bay  be  presumed  that  he  had  not  seen  a  case,  and  as  Cooper, 
iiMTiAt  notice  vaginal  rectocele  we  mayconclnde  that  he  was 
lot  ai>(U:iinted  with  the  malady. 

TLf  case  of  vaginal  rectocele,  which  I  am  about  to  describe, 
ve&rred  in  a  lady  of  a  distant  state,  she  had  labored,  before 
I  saw  her,  under  the  malady,  for  more  than  seven  years.  At 
ir^t  the  aifliction  was  slight,  bnt  had  gradually  increased  up 
Vi  thi*  time  she  consulted  the  writer,  on  the  10th  October, 

This  patient  was  aged  about  thirty-two  years,  and  had  been 
aarrie'l  some  ten  years.  She  settled  soon  after  her  marriage 
vjth  h?r  hoaband  at  Toledo,  where  she  for  the  first  time,  con- 
vict->l  a  predisposition  to  malarial  disease,  and  had  ague 
•lei^k^i  >i:illy,  daring  several  years.  This  form  of  disease  did 
aot  «o  TB'jeh  effect  her,  as  the  general  disturbance  of  the 
leo^tory,  and  excretory  systems. 
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About  a  year  after  her  marriage  she  gare  birth  to  a 
healthy  chfld,  and  within  the  succeeding  aeren  years,  she  had 
three  pore  children.  .  Thore  was  often,. dnxiag  thia.timOy  in- 
aet^inigr /»t  ^  ibnoido^s^of  the,  iV^r/ §»?  4Eioei|^on|^  or 
nearly  constant  pain  .or  uneasiness  in  the  epigastrium  run- 
ning  round,  towards  the  r^t  h^;>ochondr}um.  To  these, 
symptoms,  may  be  .added|  headache,  and  nearly  constant 
eostipation,  which  indeed,  she  had  labored  under  throui^ 
life,  pain  itf  the  back  wis  ntelly  uAeiNuittig,  irith  a  sense  of 
dn^gging  in  the  pelrio  region,  piles  had  also  afflicted  her.-tp 
some  ezteiik'  But  the  symptom  Whidi  gat^  her  ihe  most 
suffering,  or  uneasiness^  was  the  descent  through  the  mlYa, 
and  labia  of  a  tnmOr,  as  she  called  it,  that  pressed  on  these 
parts,  and  (descended  below  theniy  when  she  was  standing 
and  protruded  through  the  labia  an  Sneh  or  mme. 

Of  the  true  satore  of  this  protriosioa  A»  knew  nothipg^ 
nor  did  her  medicsl  adriser  know  enou|^about  H^  to  unraTfk 
it  to  her.  Qne  of  her.ptysiciaa^  wjio  isdistiifgnidbed,  in  oner, 
of  our  great  Western  dties,  only  advised  our  patient  to  he 
carefiil  in  the  way  of  exercise,  believing  that  the  malady  was 
pralapsus  uteri  During  the  time  that  our  patient  was  treated 
by  this  physician,  she  was  occaaionally  under  t&e  direction  of 
a  quack  of  the  sugar-pill  order,  which  possibly  accounts  for 
the  constant  eostipation  which  she  suffered, 

This  patient  removed  to  the  country  two  or  more  years 
since,  and  became  the  patient  of  another  physician,  he  how- 
ever, only  reiterated  the  same  cautions,  that  had  before  been 
given, 

UDder  these  Grcumstances  she  came  to  Cincinnati  to  eon-. 
suit  me  with  regard  to  her  case.  I  requested  to  make  an 
examination  of  the  tumor  and  the  other  parts  involved  in  the 
malady,  I  found  that  there  was  a  loose  kind  of  sack  projeot- 
ii\g  from  the  posterior  part  of  the  vagina,  uiiich  could  be 
drawn  down  a  little  without  the  labia.  On  this  occasion  the 
patient  was  standing.  Not  feeling  fully  satisfied,  I  made 
another  examination,  on  the  following  day,  when  the  patient 
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Wing.  I  now  felt  less  of  the  tnmor,  than  before;  I 
boweTcr,  introduced  the  fore-finger,  of  the  left  hand  into  the 
rectnm,  and  that  of  the  right,  into  the  vagina,  I  found  that 
tke  rectum  was  dilated  very  much,  and  projected  forward, 
cvrying  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagintf  before  it,  and,  of 
eonrse,  when  filled  with  faceal  matter,  made  a  tumor  that 
forced  itself  through  the  vulya.  I  now  thought,  that  I  under- 
stood the  case  very  well,  I  however,  felt  some  fears  after, 
Amx  I  might  be  mistaken,  and  feared  that  possibly,  it  was  a 
CB€  of  perineal  hernia,  I,  therefore,  made  another  ezami- 
BBtion  when  the  patient  was  standing,  and  again  put  one 
fere-finger  into  the  rectum,  and  the  other  into  the  vagina,  and 
fMmd  that  there  was  no  descent  of  the  upper  bowels,  but  that 
A0  case  was  one  of  rectocele,  according  to  Dr.  Ashwell. 

The  method  of  cure  seemed  plain,  I  directed  that  the 
reecunn  shoald  be  relieved  of  its  contents  every  day  by  a 
lavement  of  cold  water,  unless  there  was  an  action  of 
Ae  bowels  either  naturally  or  by  medicine  once  a  day. 
Ahermtive  medicine  was  prescribed,  to  both  increase  the  para- 
iUltic  action,  and  to  excite  the  secretory  powers  of  the  liver. 
Ike  following  pills  were  directed  for  these  purposes. 
Vt  Mass  Hydrarg. 

Ipecac  rulv.  aa  gr.  xii 
M.  ft.  Pilu.  No.  vi 
mt  was  taken  every  night,  on  going  to  bed,  which  acted  well 
aate  or  twice.  After  the  first  week,  but  one  pill  was  taken 
every  other  night,  and  on  the  intermediate  day  the  cold  water 
ejection  was  relied  on.  This  course  was  continued  until  the 
jmm,  in  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  side  disappeared,  and 
ntil  the  alvine  discharges  had  a  natural  color  (for  the  color 
bad  long  been  too  light),  and  less  hard  in  their  composition 
a»l  more  copious.  The  following  pills  were  then  ordered  as 
I  might  require- 

Br  Mass  Hydrarg.  gr.  vi 
Pulv.  Rhci.  gr  xxiv 
Pulv  Scamon.  gr.  xii 
01.    Canii.  gtt.  vi 
M.  ft.  Pilu.  xij.     S.  one  or  more  at  a  dose. 


,  niisfoi^w  WM  perMTeredjin  during  .omr  p^ients  stoy  io. 
ih^^tjf  a  period  of  mpre  than  a  montli,  anl'hmd  the  ebet 
of  teliaiing  most  of  her  severe  symptonis  in  relation  to  tlia 
aJbdominal  Yisoera.  It  was  not  forgotten,  tbat  the  patient  liad 
long  Ubored  nmief  ^enralgie,  pidns.  of  tlie  Wd^  v^^  ^^^Imr 
jArfs  of  Ae  8;^Btem,  retnlting  fi^kmskrial  o^ijasee;  a  ff^m^ 
6(  anlplu  q^uzune^  was  iherefiore  oiprdere^  thriBe  times  a  dajy. 
imm^  fifteen  Sbjb;  and  a  repeti^on  of  dus  medkine  wat 
direoted  as  often  as  nenralgic  !aiBRi|OUons  retorned.  '^ 

In  ooimeetion  with  t&ese  remedi^  it  iruipidceutiTj  to  paj 
more  attentioii  to  die  pelvic  visceral  The  patient  hadmostlT , 
a mfld floor alboSy for whidi  I. directed  tlAt,in|jections  per^ 
vipginimi  shoold  he  used  tiioe  a  daji  ooniposed  of  the  ei^th 
of  a  gram  cf  corrofave  snhiimate  to  the  onnoe  of  watej^.* 
This  prescription  'gaje  inmediate  relief  or.  at  least,  irithuLa 
few'  ^78«r     ^^^  X  have  foiled  a  weu  aolntioii  of  tjb^. 
corrOttTB  SQblhnatei^  need  as  an  uijeetion,  more  ad^^antx^geou 
in'this  maladj  than  any  tli^  I  have  ever  tried.    Another/ 
matter,  however,  claimed  jstill  greater  attention,  that  wag,  io^ 
prevent  by  some  means  {he  descent  of  the  rectum  througli 
thtf  valval       This  I  thought  could  be   effected  by  havin|^ 
an   instrument  constructed    on  the  plan  which  has  been' 
recommended  and  adopted  with  such  happy  efiects  in  cases 
where  piles  could  not  be  retained  by  the  contractile  force  of  the 
sphincter  ani.  Instead  of  the  ivory  ball  attached  to  the  spring 
pressing  immediately  on  the  anus,  I  had  the  spring  so  formedp 
that  the  ball  pressed  on  the  perineum.    A  stn^  was  attached 
to  ihe  spring,  and  split  so  that  one  of  the  ends  could  be  carried 
on  each  side  of  thelabia,  and  attached  to  the  m^tajip  band 
thai  went  round  the  body.    AH  this  apparatus  was  properly 
padded  to  prevent  abrasion. 

The  reader  will  reccollect  that  this  instrument  was  com- 
posed of  a  flexible  steel  band  that  went  round  the  body,  tha 
shape  of  which  could  be  easily  sJtered;  the  steel  rod,  or 
strap,  was  attached  behind  to  this  band,  and  fitted  to  the  back 
and  perineum  with  exactness,  and  then  well  tempered  so 


Carkoll  on  Vaginal  Redoeele^  and  Vaginal  Hernia,    325 

that  it  would  bear  constantly,  but  gently,  on  the  part  intended 
to  be  supported. 

I  bad  it  applied  and  found  that  it  gave  great  relief,  answer- 
ing my  most  sanguine  expectations.  The  patient  now  walked 
with  ease,  feeling  relieved  of  the  sense  of  dragging,  fullness, 
and  protrusion  which  had  followed  her  for  years.  The  instru- 
ment was  not  worn  at  night,  nor  always  during  the  day,  but 
onlj  when  the  patient  wished  to  exercise,  or  felt  more  com- 
fortable, with,  than  without  it. 

Ht  patient  returned  home  with  greatly  improved  health, 
ind  I  have  recently  learned  that  she  has  since  felt  but  little 
mconvenience,  and  feels  that  her  health  is  in  a  great  measure 
restored.  I  impressed  upon  her  attention  the  importance  of 
being  attentive  to  the  condition  of  her  bowels,  the  action  of 
the  liver,  and  that  she  should  not  permit  the  rectum  to  become 
loaded. 

The  case  of  vaginal  hernia  which  I  propose  describing  was 
m  a  woman  about  seventy  years  old.  She  was  moderately 
eorpulent,  but  took  much  exercise,  as  she  had  been,  during 
a  great  part  of  her  life,  a  landlady  in  a  country  tavern. 
During  several  years  her  malady  had  become  a  serious  source 
of  suffering,  particularly,  when  she  walked,  or  lifted,  tho 
latter  much  increased  the  bulk  of  the  tumor,  and  of  course 
augmented  the  suffering. 

For  some  time  before  I  was  consulted,  a  justly  distin- 
guished physician,  had  prescribed  for  the  case.  He  thought 
it  one  of  pralapsus  uteri,  and  had  introduced  a  pessary,  which 
&2ed  to  give  any  relief,  but  on  the  contrary  had  increased 
the  suffering. 

When  I  was  consulted,  I  made  an  examination,  and  found 
t^t  the  posterior  wall  of  tho  vagina  was  carried  down 
trough  the  labia,  and  spread  over  a  large  tumor  which  had 
I  doughy  feel,  this  protrusion  was  so  great  that  the  mucus 
membrane  covering  it,  had  by  abrasion  been  destroyed  over  a 
rpi4Pe  of  not  far  from  two  and  a  half  inches,  by  two.  I  even 
thought  that  I  perceived  the  muscular  fiber  left  bare.    Of 
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coime  this  sorfaee  trowed  of  up  mvcof  seorcitioiiy  la  thtt 
fhe  irritability  of  tlie  part  irmi  verj  great  This  abradad 
]Mrt,  was  at  its  union  with  the  maens..  qiembrane  apparent^ 
about  a  line  lower,  tbe  line  conndotbg  this  abraded  portum 
with  the  maens  membrane,  was  Terjr  iiregolar. 

When  I  passed  mj  finger  above  the  tmnoTi  throvq^  jflie 
mffBBfl  found  the  ntems.in  its  ppper  plaee^  .and'at  onee 
Ibmid  that  the  timunr  i(as  formed  by  the  earrying.  forward  A* 
posterior  waH  of  the  Tagina.  I  pressed  modmitdy  on  ^ 
sack  as  thonghj  were  reducing  a  hernia^  and  the  eontemti 
disaj^poared,  but  so  soon  as  the  pressure  was  removed  fh« 
saek  filled  again  and  became  quite  large. .  It  was  now  obri- 
ous  that  the  ease  wis  one  of  Tsginal  hernia,  the  upper 
bowels  forming  it;  passipg  behind  the  womb,  and  sepan- 
ting  the  rectum  from  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina. 

Gonsidering  the  adrsnoed  age  of  the  patient,  the  length  of. 
time  that  had  elapsed  sin^.the  beginning  of  the  disease,  and 
the  great  sise  of  Ae  ttunpTf  it  iris  obvious,  that  only  mitiga-. 
tion  of  the  patient's  iufibrings  could  be  hoped  for. 
•  I  constructed  a  block  of  wood  two  and  a  half  inches  long, 
by  two  inches  wide,  it  was  made  a  little  hollow,  or  concave  on 
the  side  next  the  tumor,  and  covered  with  piled  silk,  with  n 
little  cotton  between  it  and  the  block.  These  last  were  de- 
signed to  be  removed,  or  retained,  as  occasion  required.  This 
Mock  had  a  strap  attached  to  it,  the  posterior  end  was 
fastened  to  a  belt  buckled  round  the  body,  and  the  anterior 
end  was  split  in  two,  and  each  buckeled  to  the  Sfme  belt,  to 
the  right  and  left  of  the  pudenda.  This  blod^  when  fixed 
to  the  protucBng  part,  gave  considerable  relief.  Mild  oint- 
ments were  used  in  dressing  the  abraded  parts,  still  no  per* 
manentcure  of  the  ulcerated  surfkce  occurred. 

Constant  care  as  to  the  proper  regulation  of  tiie  bowels^ 
was  necessary.  This  unfortunate  patient,  however,  fell  n 
victim  to  acute  dysentery,  which  attacked  her  about  three 
years  after  my  first  attendance. 
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Cannabii  Indica  in  CanvtiUions.  By  R.  R.  McMeens,  M.  D., 
Sandusky,  Ohio. 

As  clinical  observations  are  justly  considered  the  most 
rdevant  and  reliable  evidence  of  remedial  efficacy  in  a  medi- 
cinal agent,  when  confirmed  by  a  succession  of  uniform  results, 
I  propose  submitting  some  facts  experienced,  and  the  prompt 
relief  afforded  by  the  administration  of  Cannabis  Indica,  in 
she  nervous  forms  of  infantile,  and  other  convnlsions.  I  have 
reference  more  especially  to  the  neurosthenic  and  sympathetic 
character  of  convulsion,  met  with  during  the  period  of  lacta- 
noD,  usually  unattended  with  any  prominent  vascular  disturb- 
aaoe.  painful  dentition,  or  important  cerebral  implication,  but 
« briously  excited  and  sustained  by  intestinal  irritation,  induced 
from  vitiated  secretion,  crude  ingesta,  or  the  mere  accumula- 
tion of  flatus  in  the  bowels,  which,  creating  spasm,  colic,  and 
general  nervous  perturbation,  soon  involves  the  sensorium 
commune  from  existing  impressibility,  and  results  in  a  series 
of  convulsive  phenomena,  not  particularly  pernicious  or  peril- 
eoi  in  character,  but  often  extremely  persistent  and  frequent 
ia  recurrence,  distressing  to  the  parents,  and  perplexing  to 
the  physician. 

In  such  cases,  the  countenance  is  usually  pale,  the  surface 
tyjl  or  natural  in  temperature,  the  pupils  more  or  less  con- 
tacted, the  pulse  frequent  and  quick,  or  irregular  and  feeble, 
xe  paroxysms  of  short  duration,  but  frequent  repetition,  the 
child  exhibiting  in  the  intervals  of  repose  no  perceptible  signs 
»f  suffering  or  indications  of  illness  beyond  a  degree  of  pros- 
vatioa,  or  fatigue,  seeking  its  nourishment  with  avidity,  and 
lalj  becoming  emaciated  and  enfeebled  after  a  prolonged 
fr^ntinuanee  of  the  repeated  returns  of  the  paroxysms.  The 
forfacc  of  the  abdomen  is  morbifUy  moist  and  cool,  andirrega- 
larlj  protuberant,  from  inflation  of  different  portions  of  the 
Alimentary  canal,  produced  by  the  formation  of  flatus,  and 
retained  in  consequence  of  the  circular  fibers  of  its  muscular 
t^ni'  being  distended  beyond  their  caliber  of  contraction,  and 
thereby  rendered  unable  to  effect  its  further  propulsion,  but 
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jielding  to  slight  manipulation  and  pressure  with  an  audible 
degree  of  borborygmal  noise. 

Although  the  primordial  causes  of  this  condition  may  be, 
in  a  great  measure,  corrected  or  remored,  a  peculiar  habitude 
to  oonvulsiye  disorder  appears  to  be  engendered,  and  will 
continue  to  recur  upon  the  slightest  provocation,  or  without 
any  appreciable  cause  whaterer. 

Having  encountered  four  cases  of  this  character,  in  my 
practice,  which  yielded  so  speedily  and  permanently  to  the 
influence  of  Cannabis  Indica,  and  in  one  of  tiiem,  after  all 
other  measures  had  failed  to  intercept  or  control  the  convul- 
sions, I  am  impelled  to  give  a  description  of  the  cases,  and 
thus  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a  further  trial  of 
its  virtues,  as  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  favorable  notice 
or  especial  recommendation  of  the  article,  beyond  the  men- 
tion made  in  the  last  edition  of  the  United  States  Dispensa- 
tory. 

The  most  interesting  and  obstbate  case  of  convulsions  of 
the  peculiar  nature  just  described,  that  I  have  ever  met  with, 
and  in  which  I  had  ever  witnessed  the  operation  of  the  medi- 
cine, occurred  in  a  female  child  of  about  seven  weeks  of  age, 
in  1850,  at  this  place,  which  had  been  for  some  days  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Tilden,  with  whom  I  was  called  in  consulta- 
tion, and  the  convulsions  continued  to  recur  every  ten,  fifteen 
to  thirty  minutes,  in  daytime  and  night,  for  fifteen  consecu- 
tive days  thereafter.  The  longest  interval  between  the  par- 
oxysms, at  any  time,  was  not  over  the  extent  of  an  hour. 
All  the  ordinary  measures  recommended,  and  all  that  our 
combined  ingenuity  could  devise,  failed  to  arrest  or  control 
the  affection.  Aperients,  alteratives,  anti-spasmodics,  anta- 
cids, and  anodynes  of  every  character  and  combination,  were 
ineffectually  administered.  Carminatives,*  correctives,  cor- 
roborants and  placibos  were  successively  tried.  Assafoetida 
and  other  injections  given.  Applications  of  brandy  and  gar- 
lic, warm  baths,  and  abdominal  bandaging,  change  of  nurses 
and  nourishment,  ferruginous  preparations,  the  introduction 
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and  i^hich  condition  continued,  to  a  sensible  degree,  after  the 
subsidence  of  the  paroxysms*  There  was  also  an  evident 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen  to  the  slightest  pressiure,  which  was 
apparently  aggravated  upon  the  least  change  of  posture,  as 
was  evinced  from  its  violent  and  distressing  cries  upon  any 
movement.  After  the  action  of  an  aperient,  the  convulsions 
would  disappear  for  two  or  three  days,  when  the  derange- 
ment  and  distension  of  the  bowels  would  again  ensue,  followed 
by  another  series  of  convulsions.  After  treating  the  case 
with  the  measures  before  alluded  to,  I  at  once  resorted  to  the 
use  of  the  Cannabis  Indica,  incorporated  in  the  syrup  of 
rhubarb,  and  continued  it  at  regular  periods  for  some  time, 
increasing  the  dose  upon  any  manifestation  of  the  convul- 
sions, and  upon  their  cessation,  returning  to  its  former  adhi- 
bition.  Under  this  treatment,  not  only  the  convulsions  dis- 
appeared, but  a  more  general  diffusion  of  innervation  was 
evident,  and  the  restoration  of  the  natural  functions  of  the 
bowels  secured;  and  the  patient  passed  through  a  painful 
dentition  subsequently,  without  any  demonstration  of  convul- 
sive action. 

The  next  subject  to  which  I  addressed  the  same  remedy, 
was  a  plump,  plethoric  little  girl,  about  three  years  of  age, 
who  had  suffered  throughout  the  summer  of  '54,  from  a  bili- 
odynamio  form  of  diarrhea,  approximating  closely  at  times  to 
dysentery,  the  result  of  an  acute  attack  early  in  the  spring. 
She  had  become  greatly  reduced,  and  extremely  irritable, 
from  its  long  continuance,  and  at  last  eventuated  in  a  series 
of  occasional  convulsions,  experiencing  as  many  as  five  or  six 
paroxysms  consecutively  upon  each  occurrence.  She  had 
been  upon  the  use  of  mercurial  alteratives  occasionally,  with 
Hope's  mixture,  and  regulated  diet  for  some  time.  After 
several  returns  of  the  convulsions,  and  an  increasing  aptitude 
becoming  apparent,  I  determined  to  try  the  hemp,  and  left  it 
in  charge  of  the  mother,  with  directions,  to  administer  it  upon 
the  encroaching  symptoms,  which  had  been  marked  in  her 
case  by  an  uncontrollable  irascibility  and  nervous  excitement, 
with  twitching  of  the  facial  muscles  and  general  agitation. 
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This  WM  accordingly  donc^  and  the  convulsions  were  com- 
pletel J  controlled  upon  several  distinct  attempts  to  return, 
and  hare  not  reappeared  since  that  time. 

Tlie  fourth  instance,  in  which  its  power  of  controlling  con- 
TvkiTe  movements  was  clearly  manifested,  was  that  of  a  puny 
little  pauper  girl,  about  four  and  a  half  years  old.  She  had 
been  ssbject  to  repeated  attacks  of  an  ill-defined  convulsive 
Aaracter  for  some  time,  induced  apparently  from  a  state  of 
pneral  depravation  of  system,  presenting  a  peculiar  cachec- 
lie  appearance,  living  in  extreme  indigence,  and  sufiering 
the  want  of  suitable  nourishment  and  apparel.  The 
of  the  convulsive  action  was  not  clearly  expressed  in 
ikis  eaee,  differing  materially  in  their  symptoms  and  degree 
«f  lererity.  Sometimes  closely  resembling  a  ca;taleptic  con- 
fition ;  at  others,  more  of  a  hysterical  character.  I  at  once 
iMitated  an  improved  regimen,  and  prescribed  a  course  of 
tanie  medication,  meeting  any  disposition  or  display  of  con- 
fiUonB  by  the  rapid  administration  of  the  hemp,  which  con- 
tooDed  their  progress  completely,  restraining  muscular  move- 
ment, producing  general  relaxation,  and  inducing  a  quiet  and 
ladiaturbed  slumber.  After  encountering  two  or  three  dis- 
peeiuons  of  this  kind,  they  passed  away  without  any  further 
reenrrence,  and  her  health  became  ordinarily  good,  her  spirits 
cheerful  and  happy,  and  have  remained  so  to  this  time. 

I  have  abo  administered  the  hemp  in  several  conditions  of 
acrroas  disorder  with  more  or  less  benefit,  but  not  sufficiently 
ittevted  for  further  promulgation. 

Bat  from  the  exemplifications  of  its  action  observed  in  the 
eMes  jnst  detailed,  I  view  it  as  an  agent  possessing  properties 
of  peculiar  adaptation  to  the  existing  indications  from  the 
it  inebriancy  it  produces,  the  prompt  influence  it  exerts 
'  the  motor  system,  and  the  diffusion  of  excitement  and 
relaxation  it  establishes,  thus  subverting  all  sympa- 
thetie  complications,  and  restoring  nervous  composure  and 
qiietade,  without  impairing  the  appetite,  checking  secretion, 
or  constipating  the  bowels. 
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Can  ^  Tmrtatic  EmphfKma.     By  Edwdt  R.  Maxson, 
M.  b.,  of  Genera  5.  T. 

Tie  foU  jviiLg  cose  of  traumatic  emphf sema,  which  fell 
zuiiT  mj  cbts^TTid-izL  a  few  days  since,  I  have  thought  might 
l«  ^f  iicrra:  :•:  :le  reaiier?  of  tout  excellent  journal. 

Thiigz  iL^  s;i:j«c:  cf  (hii  ca^e  was  not  my  patient,  I  was 
caHei  M'  a&si«i  in  ULe  p-:4;  mortem  examination,  and  gathered 
frcs;  :i.o««  in  a::ei.  iance  the  most  important  symptoms,  and 
t2:e  order  in  weld  ihey  were  deTcIoped. 

I:  appears  thas  :Le  subject  of  this  affection  (Mr.  G.)  was  a 
man  of  aeon:  sixiy  years  of  age,  tall,  with  a  broad  chest,  and 
wen  forzie*!;  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  He  was  a  man  of 
intemperate  habits,  and  lud  for  tvo  weeks  previous  to  the 
a;:ack,  which  terminated  £itally,  been  drinking  excessively  ; 
and,  though  he  had  kept  at  his  work  most  of  the  time,  he 
had  vomited  more  or  less  each  day,  and  finally,  had  obstinate 
constipation  of  the  bowels,  with  desperate  inefiSdctual  efforts 
at  stool,  as  well  as  ineffectual  efforts  at  vomiting;  during 
which,  he  became  distressed  for  breath;  the  dyspnoea  in- 
creasing, with  gradual  shortening  of  the  breathy  for  about 
twelve  hours,  when  he  ceased  to  breathe. 

Soon  after  the  desperate  ineffectual  effort  at  stool,  and  also 
at  vomiting,  and  as  the  dyspnoea  increased,  a  fullness  of  the 
neck  was  discovered  by  those  in  attendance ;  and,  this  full- 
ness continued  to  increase  till  his  efforts  at  respiration  ceased. 

This  fullness  of  the  neck  was  sufficient  to  render  the  skin 
quite  tense  in  the  anterior  and  lateral  regions,  extending  from 
the  clavicle  to  the  face ;  and  there  was  a  slight  fullness  of  the 
face,  as  well  as  the  superior  and  anterior  portions  of  the  chest, 
or  the  infraclavicular,  and  superior  sternal  regions. 

Such  was  the  appearance  of  the  body  when  I  first  saw  it, 
a  few  hours  after  death ;  and  such  were  the  symptoms  which 
were  developed  in  the  case,  according  to  the  best  information 
I  could  gather  from  those  in  attendance. 

After  gathering  these  facts,  I  proceeded  to  examine  the 
distended  portion  of  the  neck,  by  palpation,  and  found  a 
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cxvpluting  feel,  which  gave  unmistiikable  evidence  of  air  in 
the  cellular  tissae,  as  the  cause  of  the  distension. 

Suspecting  that  there  had  been  an  escape  of  air  from  the 
trachea,  bronchial  tubes,  or  air  cells,  we  proceeded  to  the 
examination,  by  removing  the  sternum;  and  thus  laying  open 
the  cavity  of  the  chest. 

The  whole  anterior  portion  of  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  was 
fBIed  with  what,  at  first,  appeared  to  be  the  lungs,  firmly 
aihering  to  the  diaphragm,  mediastinum,  and  anterior  parie- 
vt§  of  the  chest ;  but,  which  was  really  the  anterior  medias- 
tnmm,  and  its  cellular  tissue,  together  with  the  cellular  cap- 
Mle,  covering  the  remains  of  the  thymus  gland,  all  of  which 
mre  so  enormously  distended  with  air  as  to  nearly  fill  the 
■iddle  and  anterior  portion  of  the  cavity  of  the  chest. 

Oa  removing  this  distended  mass,  the  lungs  were  discovered 
coflapsed,  contracted,  and  of  a  firm  hepatic  feel,  and  occupy- 
ag  the  posterior  part  of  the  cavity  of  the  thorax. 

On  hauling  out  the  lungs  they  were  found  to  contain  no 
air,  and  were  nearly  black,  trom  the  excess  of  carbon  in  the 
t«noas  blood  which  they  contained,  as  was  proved  by  squees- 
ag  fmt  the  blood  in  small  portions,  when  the  natural  color  of 
:ae  part  was  restored. 

Bt  a  careful  examination  of  the  roots  of  the  lungs,  quite 
a  extensive  rapture  of  the  air-cells  and  interlobular  cellular 
:aMae  was  discovered,  through  which  the  air  escaped  from  the 
arondiial  tubes,  into  the  anterior  mediastinum,  producing  the 
eaermous  distension  of  its  cellular  tissue ;  and  which  extend- 
ia£y  produced  the  emphysema  of  the  neck,  face,  and  superior 
thoracic  region. 

Kow,  it  is  evident,  in  this  case,  that  the  distension  of  the 
mediastinum  with  air,  gradually  prevented  the  formation  of  a 
Ttcumn  in  the  chest,  during  each  cfibrt  at  inspiration,  in 
&>aseq[aence  of  which,  the  lungs  gradually  received  less  and 
'^es8  air,  till  finally,  respiration  entirely  cease'1,  leaving  the 
'.sags  collapsed,  and  filled  with  dark  venous  blood ;  and,  this 
liea  is  farther  rendered  certain,  by  the  fact  that,  for  several 
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hours  before  his  death  he  made  frequent  ineffectual  efforts  to 
spit ;  from  a  want  of  sufficient  air  in  the  lungs  to  expel  the 
saliva  from  the  mouth,  with  the  best  effort  he  could  make. 

It  is  probable,  also,  that  the  rupture  of  the  air-cells  and 
interlobular  cellular  tissue,  and  consequent  emphysema,  in 
this  case,  was  produced  by  the  desperate  ineffectual  effort  at 
stool,  or  at  vomiting,  which  occurred  just  before  the  dyspnoea 
made  its  appearance;  either  of  which  may  have  produced 
the  rupture  which  led  to  the  fatal  result,  in  the  manner  which 
I  have  described. 

The  obstinate  constipation,  in  this  case,  was  produced,  m 
was  discovered  by  the  examination,  by  a  permanent  stricture 
of  the  colon ;  the  transverse,  and  a  part  of  the  ascending  and 
descending  portions  being  so  contracted  as  barely  to  admit 
the  little  finger ;  the  result,  probably  of  the  poisonous  effects 
of  lead,  as  he  had  formerly  worked  in  the  lead  mines. 

Geneva,  N.  F.,  March  20,  1866, 


Ckue  of  AmauroM  relieved  by  Cataract  Operation.     By  O. 
A.  KuNKLER,  M.  D.,  Madison  Ind. 

In  the  month  of  August  1855,  I  was  consulted  by  Mr. 
B ,  a  Swiss  farmer,  residing  in  my  vicinity,  for  an  affec- 
tion of  his  eyes.  The  patient  is  a  strong  healthy  man,  aged 
about  47  years,  and  of  a  plethoric  diathesis.  Some  four  years 
ago,  he  was  injured  by  a  horse  kicking  him  upon  the  head 
above  the  right  eye  brow,  which  was  followed  by  violent  inflam- 
mation of  the  right  eye,  he  recovered  from  this,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  same  year,  noticed  that  he  was  rapidly  losing 
the  sight  of  this  eye,  until,  at  last,  it  was  extinct.  He  paid 
no  attention  to  it  until  about  five  months  before  consulting 
me,  when  he  noticed  that  he  was  also  losing  vision  in  the  left 
eye,  and  when  seen  by  me  he  required  to  be  led  by  another 
person. 

On  examination,  a  fully  developed  lenticular  cataract  was 
discovered  in  one  eye  and  amaurosis  in  the  other.    I  at  once 
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propcwed  an  operation^  which  was  readily  accepted  by  the 
patient.  Accordingly,  on  the  12th  September,  the  patient 
haTiBg  been  thoronghly  prepared  for  a  week  previous,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  remove  the  cataract  by  extraction;  which  was 
fMCMsfnlIy  performed,  chloroform  being  used,  and  the  npper 
of  the  cornea  made.  The  inflammatory  excitement 
■apervened  was  exceedingly  violent,  but  was  readfly 
by  the  proper  antiphlogistic  measures,  the  wound  of 
At  cornea  healed  at  once  by  first  intention,  and  on  the  15th 
hj  he  was  allowed  to  use  the  eye  in  a  moderately  lighted 
fmm.  On  the  sixth  day  after  operating,  the  patient  began 
ti  iciashrk  that  he  saw  quite  distinctly  with  the  amanurotic 
^c ;  and  after  allowing  him  to  go  out,  it  was  fully  confirmed, 
Aeeje  baring  almost  regained  its  natural  power.  The  sight 
tf  tl«  operated  eye  was  also  very  good;  the  focus  of  the  two 
was,  however,  so  different,  that  for  a  while  he  was  com- 
to  keep  one  eye  dosed  in  walking  abroad,  but  after 
fracsring  earefiorlly  adjusted  glasses,  he  had  no  more  trouble, 
ad  enjoyed  comparatively  good  sight. 

A  somewhat  similar  curious  case  came  under  my  observa- 

tan  daring  the  spring  of  1853;  it  was  in  a  young  man,  aged 

SI,  a  Basic  teacher,  who  was  affected  with  lenticular  cataract ; 

vUch  I  aappose  was  a  consequence  of  syphilitic  iritis.     The 

oaaract  was  coached  by  myself,  and  the  patient  lost  the  eye, 

hf  not  paying  any  attention  whatever  to  the  strict  instructions 

be   received  regarding  regimen.     The  inflammation 

.  followed  eompletly  disorganising  the  deeper  structures 

rftbe  eye.     This  patient  noticed,  after  he  got  well,  that  the 

Oj^  of  the  other  eye  was  improved  in  a  surprising  manner. 

Irfbre,  be  bad  not  been  able  to  read  common  print,  if  it  was 

i^wved  more  than  four  inches  from  the  eye ;  while  now  he 

wm  enabled  to  read  at  a  distance  of  sixteen  inches  with  per- 

!tgL  ease,  and  without  any  fatigue  to  the  eye  whatever. 

nwiAmga, — ^Tbe  above  detailed  cases  present  several  points 
tf  iaterest;  and  in  part  pretty  clearly  show  the  impropriety 
g(  tbe  castom  which  many  surgeons  adhere  to,  that  when 
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a  person  haa  a  folly  developed  cataract  in  one  eye,  and  vkion, 
or  only  partial  vision,  in  the  other  one,  to  postpone  the 
operation  until  the  other  is  alao  dark.  This  custom  is 
undoubtedly  wrong,  for  it  has  been  repeatedly  observed,  that  if 
an  eye  affected  with  cataract  becomes  subject  to  an  acci- 
dental inflammation,  it  is  strongly  disposed  to  become  amaii- 
ratic,  and  further  the  retina  losing  its  vigor  by  the  permanent 
exclusion  of  light.  It  is  further  not  unfrequent  that  in  per^ 
sons  who  have  a  predisposition  to  amaurosis,  we  find  that  if 
they  axe  affected  with  cataract  in  one  eye,  that  the  other 
gradually  becomes  amauratic,  of  which  the  above  cases  furnish 
evidence.  In  such  cases  the  operation  is  imperatively  de- 
manded. 

One  of  the  chief  objections  urged  against  operating  on  only 
one  eye  is,  that  the  focus  of  the  one  eye  wiU  differ  from  th« 
other,  and  confusion  of  vision,  or  double  vision,  will  be  the 
consequence.  This,  however,  can  be  easily  remedied  by  tlie 
use  of  carefully  adjusted  lenses.  These  are  points  well  merit- 
ing the  the  consideration  of  every  scientific  surgeon. 


Bemoval  of  the  entire  Clavick.  By  Geobgb  C.  Blackmah, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
and  Surgeon  of  the  Commercial  Hospital,  Cincinnati. 

On  the  first  of  the  present  month  (May),  in  consultation 
with  his  family  physician.  Dr.  Wm.  Wood,  I  saw  Mr.  J.  B., 
net  42,  who  had  suffered  from  caries  of  the  clavicle  for  more 
than  a  year.  The  first  fistulous  opening  formed  near  the 
junction  of  the  outer  with  the  inner  third  of  the  bone,  and 
just  within  this  point  it  seemed  excavated  and  expanded  to  a 
considerable  extent.  From  its  inferior  margin  there  was  a 
sharp  and  ragged  bony  projection  which  proved  to  be  a  true 
exostosis.  About  an  inch  external  to  the  stemo-clavicular 
articulation,  there  was  a  second  fistulous  opening  through 
which  a  considerable  quantity  of  matter  was  daily  discharged. 
The  a^acent  integuments  were  of  an  unhealthy  aspect,  pre- 
senting every  indication  of  extensive  disease  at  the  articula- 
tion. 
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Assisted  by  Dw.  Wood,  Gray,  and  my  pupil,  Mr.  Jones, 
I  proceoded  at  once  to  the  removal  of  the  bone.  The  patient 
harin/?  been  brought  under  the  inflnence  of  a  mixture  of  ehlp- 
roform  and  ether.  I  commenced  my  incision  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Bternum,  and  carried  it  to  the  external  fistulous 
opening.  Great  care  was  taken  in  isolating  the  bone  from 
hi  important  connections,  and  it  was  divided  with  a  saw  at 
die  point  above  indicated,  with  the  hope  that  the  external 
tUr-1  might  be  saved.  On  a  more  careful  examination  of  the 
htter.  however,  it  was  found  to  be  in  an  unsound  condition, 
aad  vsii  removed  to  its  junction  with  the  acromion.  The 
ater-articalar  cartilage  at  the  sterno-clavicular  articulation 
wm  softened,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  it  had  disappeared. 
Tke  internal  third  of  the  bone  was  disorganized  beyond  the 
power  of  reparation  or  of  removal,  unassisted  by  art.  The 
operation  being  completed,  a  little  lint  was  introduced,  the 
zBtetrnmentd  brought  together,  and  the  whole  neatly  dressed 
bj  Dr.  Wood,  under  whose  skillful  attentions  the  patient  was 
€LaMed  in  ten  Jays  to  attend  to  his  business.  Three  weeks 
save  now  elapsed  since  the  operation,  and  not  an  unpleasant 
cji&ptom  has  appeared ;  nor  are  there  any  indications  of  the 
extension  of  the  malady  to  the  sternum. 


Om^hy  Xon-ronhnjiomnesB  of  Chalera  Aiiatica.    By  Thomab 
R.  W.  Jeffray,  M.  D. 

CoBiinocd  from  the  r«b.  No.  of  the  Western  Lancet,  1^156. 

The  absurdity  of  the  conclusions  which  results  from  admit- 
i£»  cc»ntagi«)us  matter  to  be  the  cause  of  epidemic  cholera, 
^.^•1  not  have  bi^en  overlooked  till  now,  if  the  existence  of 
^ch  a  aource  had  not  been  taken  for  granted,  that  even  to 
all  in  qne^cion  the  truth  of  it,  must  to  many  have  the  ap- 
:*»rance  of  skepticism. 

But  I  shall  endeavor  to  deduce  my  conclusions  from  such 
^n'J'.ubtcd  facts  as  ought,  perhaps  to  exempt  me  from  that 
^putation. 

vot  xvn. — ^22 


DuriDg  the  prcvalenoe  of  epidemic  diolcra,it  iB  a  well 
Imown  fact,  that  nuxBes,  and  other  attendante  upon  the  sick, 
are  not  more  liable  to  be  effected  than  other  people  who  un- 
dergo an  eqaal  degree  of  fatigue. 

It  may  perhaps  be  said,  that  they  become  habituated  to 
the  contagion. 

.  But  how  do  they  escape  the  first  application  of  it.  They 
have  not  then  got  the  habit  ?  No  person  of  that  description 
caught  the  infection  from  those  who  died  or  were  sick  of  said 
disease  in  1849,  at  the  Newport  Barracks  Hospital,  and  I 
think  that  the  quarterly  report  of  sick  and  wounded,  ending 
September,  1849,  will  show  upwards  of  one  hundred  cases  of 
well  developed  Cholera  Asiatica*  Now,  if  contagion  is  the 
propagator  of  the  disease,  .how  will  this  be  accounted  for  ? 

If  there  is  contagion  generated  by  Cholera  Asiatica  in  its 
visitations  here,  as  well  as  elaewhere,  I  conceive  that  it  would 
like  all  infectious  diseases  produce  similar  results.  Indeed  I 
conceive  that  it  could  not  produce  a  disease  less  uniform  in 
its  appearance  than  small-poz  or  measles. 

But  this  epidemic,  in  its  visitations,  has  by  close  observers 
been  found  to  produce  dissimilar  symptoms  in  different  per- 
sons, that  I  feel  confident  that  they  cannot  be  the  effect  of 
any  power  equal  and  uniform  in  its  operations. 

That  the  symptoms  are  not  alike,  in  every  individual 
attacked  by  the  disease,  I  think  will  be  readily  admitted  by  all 
who  have  had  any  experience  in  the  disease. 

Hence  the  difference  of  opinions  amongst  physicians  in 
our  country. 

Like  wine,  opium,  and  calomel,  a  specific  choleraic  conta- 
gion must  produce  the  same  results,  the  world  over,  all  uther 
things  being  equal.  But  this  is  not  so,  for  the  disease  in 
diffcrents  parts  of  the  world,  assumes  different  symptoms, 
while  those  of  diseases,  that  are  undoubtedly  contagiou?i, 
such  as  small-pox,  measles,  etc.,  are  the  same  in  all.  Wine 
will  intoxicate,  cathartics  will  purge,  calomel  will  saliva u*,  in 
all  countries.     They  will  produce  their  effect  upon  almoMi  all 
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men,  certainly,  apon  all  men  in  health.  Those  only  who  are 
in  a  state  of  disease,  higher  in  degree  than  these  powers  can 
produce^  will  resist  the  operation.  It  is  I  believe,  so  far  as  I 
wm  able  to  ascertain,  impossible  to  salivate  an  individual  whose 
fiver  is  in  a  state  of  supuration,  by  the  largest  amount  of 
mercnrials  that  can  be  given.  No  quantity  of  wine,  within 
Bait,  win  intoxicate  a  person  ill  of  typhus  fever,  without 
first  having  cured  the  disease.  But  this  proportion  may  be 
n  one  to  an  hundred.  Such  would  be  the  proportion,  per- 
haps al«o.  that  would  escape  from  the  contagion  of  epidemic 
diolera,  if  it  was  contagious.  It  is  common,  however,  for  men 
in  health  to  come  in  contact  with  the  sick  and  to  escape.  In 
those  cases  contagion  must  have  been  applied  without  pro- 
dttcing  its  imputed  effects. 

Another  fact  worthy  of  notice  is,  that  aged  persons  and 
duldren,  are  both  seldomer,  and  less  severly  attacked  by  epi- 
lemic  cholera,  than  the  young  and  middle  aged,  and  women 
leMomcr,  and  less  severely  than  men. 

Now  if  contagion  was  the  source  of  this  disease,  the  case 
wonld  be  exactly  reversed.     Old  people  woman  and  children 
being  more  in  the  way  of  contagion,  would  be  more  frequently 
and  more  severely  attacked.  But  the  young  and  middled  aged, 
bemg  more  expo.^ed  to  the  vicissitudes   of  the  atmosphere, 
the  principal  source,  as  I  shall  afterwards  endeavor  to  show, 
cf  this  tlisease  than  aged  persons  and  children,  and  men  more 
ttaa  woman,  they  are  consequently  more  severely  attacked. 
Qfirrif,     Will  a  person  removed,  during  the  visitation  of  epi- 
fciic,  cholera  (and  laboring  under  the  disease),  from  the  atmos- 
phere which  occasioned  it,  into  one  more  pure,  communicate 
th^  infection.  I  think  not ;  not  at  least,  so  far  as  my  observa- 
tions go.      I  will  refer  to  some  cases  for  proof.     On  the 
21rt  of  September,  1851,  I  went  to  bed  about  11   o'clock, 
P.  M-,  having  at  that  time  charge  of  the  United  States  IIos- 
pHa!,  at  Newport  Barracks,  Kontucky,  there  wis  between 
•.▼ecty-five  and  thirty-five  patients  in  the  wards  then,  but 
lot  a  single  cholera  patient,  nor  even  a  symptom  of  the  dia- 


jSe^adunent  of  reornita  firom  ^fkuiU^  Banr^^  Pa.^  irhidh 
were  q;iitrtered^the,8aae  bnildbg^  with  die  troopi  »t  the  poeti 
iMJuBg  in  ftO^^lft^^  sunriiey  ,f  A  tibii 

Duoining  of  thjB Jili)d,^89pt^l^^t|iere  were  elerep  CMev.of 
pholeray  end  two  djeetiui.frdnA  emongst  the  new  errhralB,.ep4 
Ihe  diaeue  oc^ti^ned  to  Jncreeeei  wiA.  alarming  nfidity,  ee 
ipncb  ao,  il^^.djning  thp  (Mzt  ten  deya  we  hi^l  npwarde  of 
j5pO  baaea  of  well  dereloped  eholers  Aaiatioa.  Kow:here  ia 
p  faet  wprtibj  of  nptic^^  tfuit,  net  e  aingle  caa^,  one  ezoeptedt 
ftfionglft  ih^  rfjgplfr  troopa  thet  had  been  at  the  poat,  noK 
|3jd  one  aolitaijeaae  occmr  emongBttbo  nurseaand  attendenta 
that  wiated  on  them  that  were  eick.  Bat  Surgeon^  B.  M. 
Byrne,  who  waa  then  alao  at  the  Poat,  ahoated— icontagionl 
|(»ontagion!  and  wh^'he;thna  ^eporfced  it  to  the  Snigeon 
<JtMiml>eSoe,Irwi^  remftrkaywheo 

l^e  earri^  nie  the  reporf.fiur  ine  tp  do  ao.  Another  repo|;t  I 
have  to  mdke  on  fhia  pointy  I .^Y®  fireqoenily  from  neeeaai^ 
put  patients  reported  sick  with  other  disease  into  the  beds 
where  the  patients  sick  with  cholera  died^  and  oat  of  nomer- 
cms  cases  thos  plaeed  in  beds  wet  with  perspiration  of  those 
who  died  with  cholera,  I  nerer  saw  one  solitary  case  of 
cholera  spring  ap«  How  is  this  accounted  for  ?  But  on  the 
Gpntrary,  I  have  seen  the  same  man  brought  back  to.  the 
hospital  after  coming  within  the  range  of  choleraic  atmoa^ 
phcffe,  three  times  during  one  visitation  of  the  'disease. 

Another  fiaot  I  think  worthy  of  notice,  out  of  two  lines  of 
tents  having  a  very  short  space  between  them,  I  have  aeea 
several  cases  occur  in  one  range,  whilst  not  one  ocoorred  in 
the  other.  If  contagion  is  the  propegator  of  the  fisease, 
how  is  this  accounted  for  ? 

Another  case  in  point, — a  young  man  during  last  sommer 
came  to  this  neigihborhood  to  teach  school,  and  put  np  with 
the  Bev.  G.  B.  Armstrong,  and  on  the  day  after  is  arrival  he 
aiokened  with  cholera.  Asiatica,  and  died  in  a  few  hours*  And 
oat  of  all  those  that  waited  upon  him,  and  were  round  his  bed 
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ftnd  in  his  room,  not  an  other  case  occurred.     If  contagious 
fcow  is  this  accounted  for? 

But  I  must  close  at  present,  and  will  resume  the  subject 
•gain^  when  the  article  in  the  April  number  will  receive  my 
special  attention  as  far  as  it  needs  it. 


Igroteebings  of  S^otitiin. 


ManHIff  Proeeedinas  of  tlu  Cincinnati  Medical  Society.    J2#- 
pcrt^  hy  J.  R.  Atkins,  M.  D.,  Rec.  Sec. 

Society  met  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  T.  Wood.  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  tiie  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
aad  approved. 

The  Essay  was  read  by  Dr.  A.  T.  Keyt,  on  Opium  and  some 
tf  iu  therapeutic  relations. 

OPn7X  IN  SOME  OF  ITS  THERAPEUTIC  RELATIONS. 

There  is  no  article  of  the  materia  medica  possessed  of  as 
ivied  and  nnportant  powers  as  Opium.  Its  use  as  a  rcme- 
Cal  agent  dates  back  to  a  remote  period,  and  in  all  subso* 
^nt  ages  of  medical  history  it  has  probably  held  an  impor- 
aat  rank  among  therapeutic  means.  It  has  been  the  lot  of 
3any  proposed  remedies  to  come  into  favor  with  the  profes- 
wm^  maintain  that  favor  for  a  time,  and  then  sink  into  obli- 
Tk>n ;  they  could  not  stand  the  test  of  experience.  Not  so 
v^  Opium ;  the  estimation  of  whose  virtues  has  not  dimin- 
abed  with  time  and  trial,  as  the  frequency  and  confidence 
vTth  which  it  is  prescribed  at  the  present  day  sufficiently 
fnnce. 

Opium  is  classed  as  a  stimulant  narcotic.  This,  though 
av*,  ii  far  from  conveying  an  adequate  idea  of  the  extent  and 
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variety  of  its  remedial  powers.  It  may  be  described  as  dis- 
tinctly soparificy  anodyne^  Himtdanij  eedativef  antuepasmodie^ 
duq^haretiCj  aeiringeniy  and  endowed  with  the  property,  per- 
haps not  strictly  referrible  to  any  of  those  just  named,  of 
(Maying  general  and  local  inrilati9m.  Each  of  these  indicar 
tions  the  medicine  is  eminently  adapted  to  fulfill.  No  agent 
can  compare  with  this  in  the  power  of  producing  sleep ;  and 
this  opens  up  an  extensive  applicability,  for  in  many  disorders 
the  induction  of  sleep  is  of  the  greatest  consideration.  In 
the  property  of  relieving  pain,  Opium  stands  unequaled. 
Here,  then,  is  j^esebted  an  extensive  field  for  its  use,  and 
with  a  certainty  of  result  that  is  truly  gratifying  to  the  phy- 
sician, and  comfortable  to  the  sulTerer.  In  those  painful  and 
incurable  maladies,  this  anodyne  affords  the  only  solace )  and 
there  is  scarcely  a  disease  in  the  course  of  whose  treatment 
it  is  not  occasionally  deipanded  for  the  purpose  of  allaying 
pain ;  and,  besides,  there  is  undoubted  evidence  that  certain 
paihfhl  compl&ints  are  cured  through  its  agency  in  subduing 
this  important  pathological  element. 

Opium  in  its  primary  action  is  excitant.  This  effect  may 
be  sitstaincd  by  the  administration  of  small  doses  at  short 
intervals.  Itsoperation  as  a  stimulant  is  peeuliarly  pervasive, 
extending  not  only  to  the  nervous  and  vascular  centers,  but 
tiie  most  distant  parts  of  the  system  being  brought  distinctly 
under  its  influence.  I  have  reference  here  to  the  action  of 
the  medicine  upon  the  capillary  system  of  vessels,  the  energy 
of  which  is  thereby  promoted  in  a  very  remarkable  manner. 
It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  cite  a  few  proposed  illustra- 
tions of  thia  variety  of  stimulating  effeots  of  Opium.  First, 
then,  the  heat  of  the  body  is  augmented  under  its  use  to  an 
extent  disproportionate  to  the  amount  of  general  stimulmiu 
There  are  other  stimulants  that  excite  more  powerfully  the 
heart  and  arteries,  but  these,  perhaps,  do  not  equal  the  ono 
under  consideration  in  the  power  of  increasing  animal  tem- 
perature. This  increased  heat  produced  by  Opium  must  be 
owing  mainly  to  a  stimulus  imparted  to  the  capillaries.     Sec- 
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amiljy  a  fenae  of  itohing  and  prickiDg  in  the  skin  is  not 
nfrequently  experienoed  m  an  effect  of  Opium,  and  aome- 
twiw  tliMe  sanMtioi^  are  attended  with  an  eraption.  Thisi 
too^  would  seem  to  fitvor  the  idea  that  9ome  stimulant  influ« 
CDce  perrades  the  capillaries.  Thirdly,  surgeons  very  gen- 
ially are  impressed  with  the  efficacy  of  Opium  in  senile 
ipaigreifte.  Pott  oonaidered  it  a  specific  for  this  disease.  It 
■q^  liowe?er,  be  eojoksidered  as  well  eataUishedy  that  in  this 
ssriirinn  it  is  a  remedy,  of  ?ery  considerable  power.  What^ 
tka,  ia  the  mode  of  its  tetiqn  ?  Ihe  only  plausible  and  snffi- 
cisBl  explanation  ia  to  be  found  in  the  impulse  which  is  com« 
to  the  extreme  drcii^ation  through  th^  special 
of  the  remedy.  Fourthly,  as  another  illustration)  may 
baaentioned  the  result;  of  a  plan  pursued  by  Mr.  8key,  of 
II  Bartholamew's  Hospital,  in  the  treatment  of  indolent 
and  eape<)iaUy  those  of  the  lower  extremities.  Tbe 
a  ainply  by  the  internal  achninistration  of  Opium.  He 
\  that  the  treatment  is  very  successful :  that  in  forty* 
hoan  or  leea  from  its  commencement,  the  aspect  of 
entiraly  changad,  exhibiting  signs  <^  Ufb 
sai  ■Bpttrati?#  aodon.  The  result  he  attributes  to  the  sda- 
aha  thsbi  ia  knparted  to  the  capillary  circulatbn  under  which 
hsslthj  graiinlsEtions  proceed.  This  gentleman  remarks: 
'^Iheve  ia  IIP.  drug,  simple  or  composfte,  known  to  our  phar* 
HBologista  that  possesses  an  equal  power  with  Opium,  of 
r  to  the  capillary  system  of  arteries^  of  promoting 
WATBth,  and  thus  maintaining  an  equable  balance  of 
throi^ottt  the  body."  A  general  stimulating 
ily  awarded  to  Ojuiun;  but  the  idea  of  a 
.  astifi^  being  communicated  by  it  to  the  system  of 
\  laasels,  haa  not  attracted  the  notice  of  physicians  to 
■i|f  eanaiilarsMe  extent;  nevertheless,  of  the  existence  of 
Ab  ■cripn  I  feel  perfeody  assured;  and  hereafter^  in. the 
I  of  the  paper,  I  shaH  call  this  idea  to  my  assistance  in 
;  of  the  propriety  of  the  use  of  Opium  in  a  certain 
This  eombiaation,  then,  of  stimulating  power  wovid 


lefld  m  a  prion  to  expeet  iiM  Ilh4^  medic^  wmM  be  ircll 
adapted  to  rAe  jtreetment  of  loir  fovms  of  dteeise  in  .wluflli 
Jbeiie  ie  eqpyBdallj  present  a  laagaid  eapHhn^  eircnladoii; 
and  at  the  ume  time  an  explanation  is  alTorded  of  the  benett 
that  iq  haoim  to  aocroe  fiwni  thenae  i{>£OpiiiiB  m-tfaie  daeaer 


::1  The  (rabeeqikiht  MReiet  o(  a4«M  ^  6^^  attl 

when  it  ie  giM  in  -edeqtate  d^aei  at  appropriate  intertda^ 

iiiiaiportMit«dali!fe-idlnenM'«l!a^^^^  and  Taaeite 

Bj^attM  sN^  thaiihii  inaift 

thia  indioa*i<m  mMm  ttie  drig  iaTaluble  k|^  in  the  tnttt^ 

iaeni  of  the  pUagauriuai  aa  weS  aa  thoae^n^ona  oharaelli#» 

l«edbyaierfMd'nen!onBeieiteBaenl.  • 

'  Tb»*^  MAipiim^  propolty  o#  Opinta  ia  TOiymaiiiftifc 

Hera«)aige  ehatf^f  aibotieu-preaiBnt  theikadvea,  fan  whiiK 

tlda  medieiM  beeooM  Ilie  attef  tremedjr  bgp^f^^ 

of  irehobg  apiMnn,  aai  edomdliig  br^pri^  ta09^ 

No  single  drngja^more-attrely  anil  Potently  dtaphereUe  fimm 
0|Hnm,  and  when  it  ia  given  in  o^onction  with  qiicae  er 
antimony,  we  have  a  oomfenation  of  aorpaaaing  power.  Whett 
we  refleet  how  fi'eqnent  and  important  in  praotioe  cornea  the 
indication  to  promote  the  secretion  of  the  skin,  it  ia  a  BowttB 
of  aatisfkction  Ihat  we  have  in  this  agent  so  sure  a  means'of 
ieanrying  out  that  indiiAition. 

O^inm  ia  anifringentf  or,  in  other  words,  poaaeaaea  the  pro- 
pei^  of  arreting  morbid  dischargea.  It  aeema  to  exert  ila 
greateat  eontrol  om^  the-  discharges  firom  mueonk  -aorftoea. 
It  Is  eonaidered  to  ditefaodsh  all  the  secretion  except  that  from 
the  ddn.  ike  arriost  .of  morbid  diaoharges  is  probably  owing 
parilyto  a.^eet  astringent  action,  and  paiify  tothe  mnaea^ 
lar  llmefofr Aat '& ntainti^ed.  By  Tirtne in  themain tb  tUi' 
priupwtjy  Opium  becomea  etninenily  serriceable  in  hemoi^' 
rhages>  and  that  class  of  affections  distingaished  by  exoeaarre 
secretion,  many  of  which  are  of  frequent  oconrrence. 

The  properly  of  nMwngr  irriUMmj  general  and  locals  it 
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eno  of  great  significanco :  honce  its  use  in  composing  rcst- 
lc«?nes.s  quieting  cough,  relieving  nausea,  allaying  irrita- 
bOity  of  the  stomach,  subduing  inordinate  peristaltic  action, 
etc..  etc. 

In  m  resume  thus,  of  the  therapeutic  properties  of  Opium, 
It  once,  numerous,  distinct,  diversified,  and  yet  harmonious 
the  wonder  is  that  one  single  drug  should  pof^sess  them  all ; 
for  richness  and  variety  of  endowments  and  uses,  we  are  fur- 
a»he«l  with  no  other  example  that  can  begin  to  compare  with 
k.  Bat  while  these  are  the  effects  that  may  ordinarily  be 
expected  to  follow  the  right  use  of  the  remedy,  we  are 
mniniled  on  the  other  hand,  that  certain  unpleasant  conse- 
fvences  ensue  upon  it.  These  vary  from  a  feeling  of  slight 
^xy  and  depression,  to  symptoms  of  tone  poisoning,  as 
?a.  vomiting,  spasm  of  the  stomach,  vertigo,  delirium, 
evBToUions.  Occasionally  the  physician  is  wholly  disap- 
pointed in  the  effect  of  the  medicine ;  he  gives  it  to  compose 
rttdcssness,  and  the  restlessness  is  increased ;  he  administers 
xc  M  a  soporific,  and  he  is  confronted  with  obstinate  watchful- 
■css ;  he  hopes  by  it  to  allay  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  these 
irmptoms  are  materially  aggravated.  Susceptibility  to  the 
letion  of  Opium  varies  greatly  with  different  persons,  and 
vith  the  same  persons  in  different  circumstances :  thus,  while 
»e  cannot  take  a  drachm  o{  paregoric  without  suffering  great 
aconvenience,  another  without  any  training  habit  can  bear 
6e  same  quantity  of  laudanum  with  less  disturbance.  Habit 
neatly  modifies  susceptibility ;  so  that  there  are  instances 
:f  enormous  quantities  being  taken  with  impunity  by  per- 
fTQf  who  had  become  accustomed  to  gradually  increased 
Jmcs.  The  nature  of  the  disease  also  modifies  susceptibility. 
Where  pain  or  excessive  irritability  is  a  predominant  clement, 
JTje  doses  are  borne  without  the  supervention  of  narcotism, 
=irh  larger  than  the  subject  could  bear  if  in  a  state  of  health, 
:r  affected  with  some  other  form  of  disease.  It  is  well  known, 
Hewiee,  that  infants  cannot  bear  a  proportionate  dose  as  well 
u  adoltii ;  and  that  females  are  more  easily  affected  by  it 
'Ian  males. 


MA  AnMeAMi  af  fhriitim 

I  shall  mmiuracee^  to  the.cgniiclaratiaft  aC  ti|m;|ractiq4 
emgloymflPtCjC Opium  jft  jperUia  individiyi^  djif Mfif ■ .;       :  A 

la  diorrtMi  it^  Us  seircnl  £oi9ib,  ther^,  9ff^.  fjiop^oina  anil 
conditions  present  that  would  point  to  m  medicine  possessing 
tbeimpert^ief  «f,j(^P!p^  rmuin.    Il^f  peiai  ftl^.iirita- 

biUtf  (^tl^  ii^eqii^  toK  tha  piiofu#e;di4ahaqB!)%/»^4it'^ 
niore  aqiyngtl/p  tc^  this  tiha^  any othai;  me4i^ipft  :Ijb.|sasldMI 
iydead.iiis^  a  fl^f^yjiyflici^^^  Jp^^ifajt 

aiury  4i^!;f)^  ^M^tmoi^;}  da  lMAT«ltt''«9i>rti 

wi:^1i^BSs^  tU;pwap0«*f>f7Nll^^oW 

^ioa  if  no  iiajJBMdijggttnti  becapsip  meateritja  titfa  isyajvalnaWi 
reimcily.  ,.^^ 

e^BOiifk^qfikiM^,,  Ib  dt#  oidim7t.conr8e|i>f  .pimeti^  <)mi*4| 
no,reppsi4j.#)raa7,i$saaf0^;[  pprasfiribairith  f^i^Ma^siir 

the only.medidna  reqwflf  Ui  cither ica^eBi: ho«ai:«r»  its  tMif 
jonadon.  with,  o^e^  q^bstaQce^  ooado^eff  matwaUj  to  iktt 
cu](e;  as,  ni^x  sata^dS}  irhere  there-  are  e^vii^n^^es  of  aciiUtp 
in  the  prima  vsu^j/irpyOi  mercmrials,  where  therii  is  deraaga4 
seeretJQnj;  with  ipiqaCt.  where  tliore  i&  febrile,  azciteineaivf 
with  astringents  prcper^^  where  tiiere  is.  a  Iqm^  of  lioae  ia  ti^ 
bowel;  with  cfnaiaji^vesi  fhoredtere.  is  flatiflease;  with 
or  snbseqoeat  to  ibf  operatio^.of  apap^ntSy  wherait  iaprohsh 
Vie  there  a^.retaine4oSinMUng,matlfers,  Or  a^-fia  i&}eqpeai^y 
meat  witk  cases  ia  which,  tiao  or  more  of  Ae  aboYarOMiditioaa 
are.prefient^  it  becomes  pifoper  to  use  acorrespoadiag  combi«« 
nat^yn  of  reBjedieSi  Inatword^nQrpreMriptionsittlhisoQni^ 
mof^fU]^  QtaB^^liiiies  troublesome  disease^  to  ipve  satis£s«r 
tion  to  mysejif  ^aod.  patients,  as  %  g/wiinl  tUng,  maai  wth» 
co^t  of  sooM  pr^a^i^a  oC  Opiam,  or  cqntai^  ^  m^*  ^Badr^ 
inic  inorediant. 

l^djTBenierjthekn^edicineiaextensiTelypre^  From 

the  Aatare  of  thiaoomplaint,  aipud  a  kaowlodga  Qf  the  proper- 


fSoeidm.  Stf 

I  of  Opiam,  it  irosld  be  naturally  inferred  that  the  latter 

i  atand  in  the  relation  of  an  important  remedy  to  the 

r,  aad  experience  proTes  this  to  be  the  caBe*    The  relief 

er  iti  nae  to  the  vgent  aymptoms,  tormina  and  tenee* 

f  is  prompt  and  decided.    No  other  agent  can  compare 

I  it  in  die  power  of  avbdiung  these  dietreasing  symptoms. 

of  ifltraluUe  oonaideration  if  the  action  of  the 

went  no  father;    But  that  Opium  eure$  dysentery^ 

tmm  cam  be  no  qnaition ;  amd  ihai  it  ii  capabU  of  euring 

mm^emBt»dim^a9oikir'fmgf096drtmedie$togM€ryi$aprapo* 

db»  *  whUk  Ifidlf  iminit.  :  It  is  well  known  that  Uood- 

is  ef  Tosy  limited  application,  the  teaching  of  ow 

to  ths  eontrary»  notwithstanding.     Galemd  will  not 

onless  conjoined  with  Opium;  the  treatment  by 

kfirogogss  cathartics  is  fraught  with  more  evil  than  good* 

&SQ17  and  experience  concur  in  fixing  upon  Opium  as 

^  for  ths  nibdml  of  this  disease.    From  the  satire, 

I  of  tbs  individn^  ease,  or  the  prevailing  type  of  dift' 

^  in  ooiyunction  are  often  called  for ;  ihns 

I  Bisy  be  useful  where  the  symptoms  are  acute,  and 

nt  Toboal ;  calomel,  where  there  is  biUiazy  derange^ 

ipeeaoi  where  the  skin  is  dry  and  hot,  and  there  is  an 

of  nausea t  laxatires,  where: there  is  an  abeende 

ilj  preilonged  of  fbculent  discharges.     Opium  acts  in 

ksrmony  with  any  such  measure  that  may  be  ration^- 

,  and  promisea  to  be  of  signal  benefit  in  e? ery 

of  ths  disease.    To  secure  its  fuU  adFantage,  it  must 

Is  ftnsi^  gjifes  by  the  mouth  or  rectum,  or  both.    Our  guide 

w^  bs  ths  oosifoit  of  the  patient  on  the  one  hand,  and  nar« 

sMisBasn  the  other.    Perhapea  good  rule  is  to  use  it  to  die 

sf  maintaining  slight  narcotism  until  the  symptoms 

Bj  abate.    Thus  used,  it  becomes  preeminently  cuta- 

tii^    ▲  f^B^  difficulty,  I  encounter  in  practice,  is  to  tr^t 

«sass<rf severe  dysentery  in  vribich  this reme^Jt  in 

'  be  bmrne  because  of  an  abiding  and  p^sis- 

to  iu  actiim;  thus  defwived of  my  sheet 


««^  of  ^»'diBea0e^;  ud  Aiil  l!ie  iiMbt  issMaotur  ^flUf^ 
BMt  ()^  all  oA^'vUMAd  irfil'  not  e«iiit>Mlsiiteifer  ^e  wntPt^ 
tUft  I  ifH>idd  A«t  I  laieiv!  kotr  iidt  tffleniejr  ooold  bd  AV 
OMtfdly obviated;.''  ■'■■'■-  -^    •'-;-■    i^'  ' -^•w 

TIte  paiti^  BpMM,  iitftataU^r  <»rtib^^  pM>ftike'aMW 

diielHtfgety  wovid  iMi^feteto  lib  medicift^  Wihe  bn^moat^nil 
t0^  aftird  rellbP;'  ttdjl  aJMiriKi^  it  b  iiUilwt  tndVmldly'fMi 
M^ibifl  bj.  the  pM^^  lildoe^itttto 

feiia4%'oltMMii,  (^(«litt,^in&in^*iflibdi£n^  tbetri^ 
m^iMaB^kibmnMdkm^miabi';  and  thug %«  are  ooni^dlil[ 
a».it.wera,  to'fen  batt  n^  the  treattnoikt  wbioh  iU  nlMMl 
tf  the  diBiBaiM  isdioiM^  iiiid  oxpiSnoiioe  protea,  wsHek  daMP 
latad  to  irtiiwra  AB^jmi^wi  Mta^waiaiBi  tci  a  cd»a.       ' ^^ ^ 

nalady/4bo«MNiim«itori»li]fllh^fa^      hr^tebiied  with  gtiil 

OBipirieiaw'aadliHftfc^^^^^^^^J^ 

tmfifciea  wUob  pbyBidaBii  ba^e  bad  foi»  tbe  lail  aiByaral  y€M 

for  the  praotieal  atuc^  of  ekdlmu^  its  treatment,  now  may  bit 

eaid  to  rest  on  no  moro'imtfonnity  tbim  when  the  ipteatieh 

was  first  sprang  upon  the  mind  of  the  profclseion.    Muoh  4f 

this  ducrepanojy  I  thialry  arises  from  physieians  seekiBg-  M 

acoomplish  more  than  the  nature  of  the  disease  will  admit  cfl 

We  maj  reasonably  eonclnde  that  riiolMtt^  onoe  I'apng  aa^ 

ejddomic,  wiUeref'b^  a  most  fSital  disetee,  in  spite  of  irhik^ 

ever  treatment  maybe  res(»'ted'to;  and  if  medieal  menwodd 

oontent  themsldTes  taiSetde  de^  npon  general  prfaie^Iei  in 

the  treatment^' I  ventim'that  both  hnmani^f  and  the  oadse^ef 

medielJ  scienee  woaldbe  the  galaer.    A  speeifie  tot  dMAeri 

is  ont  of .  the  jqiest^n*;  a  treatment  oondnoted  npon  geiietal 

jHTfaioipIeSy  ^iasidioiislj  applied^^  yields  the   grsalOBt  ho|M 

of  snooess.    The  question  then  presents  itaelf:  iaOfpiumii 

useftd  medieine  in  eholera?    The.importanoe  of  this  questioiil 

is  immediately  apparent;  atid -ill  order  to  facilitate  its  cq&«: 

siderationy  Ishanpfcsii  in'  review  the  more  .prominent  phe- 
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BOBena  of  the  disease,  and*  see  if  we  derive  therefrom  a 

ntionid  indication  for  the  use  of  the  remedy. 

lirat,  then,  there  is  the  premoniiary  diarrhea^  the  distin- 

featnre  of  which  is  that  it  differs  in  no  observable 

nt  particular  from  ordinary  diarrhea,  and  as  Opium  is 

A^fcmedyjHir  excellence  in  the  one,  there  follows,  as  a  con- 

B,  m  natural  expectation  that  it  would  be  a  successful 

in  the  other. 

Baeondlj,  ike  ekolerie  doge  with  iU  charackristic  eymptame. 

ve   have  irritability  of  the  stomach,  excessive  and 

It  peristaltic  action  of  the  bowels,  copious  discharges 

the    intestinal    mucus  membrane,   torturing    cramps 

te  readessness.    Now  here  is  certainly  presented  an 

^lage  of  conditions  which  individually  and  collectively 

to  the  same  remedy.  Opium.    What  medicine  is  most 

in.  irritability  of  the  stomach  7     What  agent  is  best 

to  allay  inordinate  peristaltic  action  ?    What  drug  is 

iHj  uefnl  in  controlling  excessive  discharges  from  the  mu- 

of  the  alimentary  canal  ?    What  remedy  is  well  cal* 

to  relieve  painful  cramps?     What  substance,  above 

will  compose  restlessness  ?    The  ready  and  true 

i^ply  to  each  and  all  these  inquiries  is.  Opium.    Whenever 

mt  or  more  of  these  symptoms  is  presented  in  severity  or 

loe  in  the  course  of  other  diseases,  the  mind  of  the 

at  once  reverts  to  this  as  the  surest  remedy;  and 

Aii  eonfidenee  is  the  result  of  experience  in  connection  with 

lational  thermpeutio  guidance.    There  can  be  no  reason  in 

&e  nature  of  the  case,  that  the  approved  remedy  for  these 

ihnnmfna  in  general,  should  not  be  an  approved  remedy  for 

&e  wemm  when  occurring  in  their  especial,  intense  and  asso- 

form  in  cholenu    We  would  be  led,  then,  a  priori^  to 

benefit  from  the  use  of  Opium  in  the  choleric 


Ihirdly,  the  phetumena  of  ccUapee.  In  this  stage,  in  addi- 
lioa  to  OKire  or  less  of  the  symptoms  of  the  preceeding,  we 
hit  aa  a  dBatinguishing  feature,  failure  of  the  circulationi 


teotrftl  ma 'pcnpntfri^y' Slid  fil6  *  jtttflMHttt  ^nniMi| 
and  shrnnken  sspeM  of  ftb  tSniftce.^  ^m -fa  also  vn^im* 
dintly  deprMMd  nerroti  aet}oii|'Wi^tl^ihie  (Mithdoil^ail 
position  of  fliis  i  «haA  iiof  nW'  tfUMiiJ^''  td  d^o.  Thitt  fiB^ 
Hre  of^tli^  drealation  in  the  'Wi>iIhuriiM''!8  s  Btrjkikiji;  iyifl 
lnitK>rt«nt  phenomenon;  ith  eiipdiEleaacie  ihaY 'Be  WtiiUdAl 
to  8ome  exteiM  by  %  oonddetation'  of  tiie  uupul'tant  fHttdoHl 
that  are  dependent  for  their  maintenanM  ikpi)^  the  iliitisgfifl^ 
of  ihift  action }' Qiiu^  6uMtioii|  secrWlblti'  neorptieii^  bhlonl 
cation^  and^  ih  ooniiidetable  i^a^  ine  tdiangeii  oouiprisM  vhMv 
the  term  dBft^rUBkotim  iff  Oe  SbodL  Ffider  dii  eafiflMKjr 
fUInre'  that  oMidns  it'  eoffiaiMe  ibeee'gr^  ffmetione  are  jHtf 
trate '  or 'but  ^etyliliperfectiy  earned  on;  Whether  IHi 
retardation  is  owing  ^Mitirely  to  Ae  dimiiiiahed  tennitjriirpli 
tbiood,  or'parttj^'J^'tbi  jinpreeBioii  more  diMHJIjr  of  the  MtfMW 
fMrii^'  doM  ndC'^iiniierialljr  concern  "Hxf  present'  pnr|MMtf  ^0 
CKaeneri.  The  im|iMM  drcuutidn^^noinh^^  lliroii|^h  tUfpIV 
motiafy  capiDarSiBy  I  eonsideT'of  priniary  hlipoi^  ifi  esftpHnp 
taig  the  phenomena  of  asphyxia^io-  etrOtmgly  displayedl'  H 
is  evident  that  the  grand  indieation  here  ie  to  arouse  the  nV 
ing  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries^  and  nerroos  systism,  tM 
especially  to  inyigbrate  the  capillary  circalsftion  V  ud  tliU 
indieation  is  to  be  ftilfiRed  without  the  nse  of  agents  thit  w91 
add  to  the  irritation  of  the  already  greatly  irritated  mabai 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  Qreat  harm  in*  tUs 
way  may  be  done  by  the  administration  of  initating  stinnt- 
lants.  Is  there  any  remedy  of  a  noUUng  oharaeter  t&at  fa 
endowed  with  stimnlating  a  power  over  flie  circolation  abd 
nervous  fonction  in  general,  and  over  the  capillaries  in  par* 
ticolar  ?  There  is  one  which  answers  these  reqaiHements,  a&d 
I  believe  nO  other  eubstanee  can  compare  with  it  in  "diiis  com- 
bination of  properties.  Other  stimulants  spend  their  foro4 
locally,  and  upon  the  nervous  and  vascular  centers;  iUfl 
Boctheti  local  irritation,  and  while  it  excites  duly  the  central 
organs,  it  acts  in  a  special  manner  tipon  the  distant  parts  of 
the  system.    The  article  to  which  I  refer,  of  course  is  Ophiaiy 
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ipren  so  ts  to  secure  its  atimulating  operation,  and  never 
to  cfco  extent  of  producing  narcotism.  Used  in  such  manner, 
md  with  such  a  yiew,  ire  may  rationally  expect  marked  benefit 
ft«H  it  in  the  collapse  of  cholera. 

Bat  what  arc  the  results  of  experience  in  relation  to  this 
abject.  Experience  has  proved  one  thing,  and  that  is, 
Opiniii  has  been  very  much  abused  in  cholera.  It  has  also 
yyad  that,  jvdidously  administered,  it  is  a  remedy  of  great 
mIbc.  The  method  of  treatment  by  calomel  and  Opinm,  in 
Mwil  doaeSy  repeated  at  short  intervals,  as  a  ba${9y  is  not  only 
ikt  most  rational  method,  but  the  success  which  attends  its 
ifpIiciitioB  in  practice  is  eminently  fair.  Of  the  efficacy  of 
Ae  prc^parations  of  Opium  in  the  sfnge  of  premonitory 
fiBrrhca,  the  results  of  practice  abundantly  prove.  The 
universality  with  which  they  are  prescribed  in  some 
BBfttion  or  other,  evinces  a  confidence  in  their  controlling 
icnce  based  on  nothing  less  than  experience.  Also  the 
I  from  experience  of  the  utility  of  Opium  in  mitiga- 
tmg  the  severe  symptoms  of  the  second  stage  is  sufficiently 
essrln^ive.  Even  those  who  dread  its  ultimate  efiects  ac- 
fawwicflge  that  under  its  use  the  vomiting,  purging,  cramps, 
Ic.  become,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  allayed ;  (and  it  is 
tvtaialy  a  reasonable  influence  that  whatever  produces  such 
■Ufation,  unless  it  exert  some  deleterious  impression  which 
VMid  eonxiteraet  the  good,  is  not  only  mitigative,  but  cura- 
toe  im  its  tendency). 

The  plan  of  giving  this  medicine  as  a  stimulant  in  the  col- 
kpse  stage,  has  not  been  extensively  pursued.  When  given 
k  this  stsge  it  has  generally  been  with  the  view  to  its  con- 
ftol  orer  the  symptoms  of  the  choleric  stage  which  had  con- 
liwied  after  collapse  had  set  in.  An  able  and  experienced 
p^eician  nf  our  city,  however,  in  '49  and  '50  gave  Opium  in 
modi  as'l  frequently  repeat^^d  doses,  in  combination  with 
ftieraeL  and  ho  carried  the  former  far  into,  if  not  throughout, 
ifi  «ri»e  of  collapse.  The  result  of  the  treatment  he  con- 
adered  vary  snceessful  under  the  imfiivoroblc  circumstances 
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in  which  patients  come  into  the  hands  of  a  physician  during 
a  raging  epidemic.  In  29  cases  of  pure  pollapse,  19  were 
carried  into  the  reactive  stage,  of  which  nnmber,  7  died^  and 
12  recovered,  a  resnlt,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  as  at  leask 
quite  respectable. 

The  success  of  Dr.  Ayre,  of  Hull,  in  the  treatment  of  col' 
lapse,  is  frequently  referred  to  as  remarkable,  and  in  all  pnH 
bability  it  has  never  been  equaled :  and  as  in  his  method; 
laudanum  was  given  with  the  calomel,  it  must  not  be  omitted 
in  an  estimation  of  the  result  of  the  practice.  One  drop  of 
this  liquid  every  five  minutes,  would,  at  first  sight,  seem  like 
small  medication,  yet  in  an  hour,  at  that  rate,  equivalent  to 
a  half  grain  of  Opium  would  be  taken,  and  this  quantity  con- 
tinuously every  hour  would  illustrate  the  amount  of  Opium 
taken  by  this  physician's  patients :  surely  an  amount  suffl- 
cient  to  have  an  effect,  and  contribute  to  the  favorable  result* 

My  own  experience  (to  which  I  would  humbly  refer),  with 
opium  in  this  stage  has  been  such  as  to  convince  me,  that 
judiciously  used,  it  tends  to  sustain  the  sinking  powers  of  life 
and  render  re-action  more  likely  to  ensue. 

From  the  foregoing  views,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  consider 
opium  in  its  judicious  administration  as  applicable  to  the 
treatment  of  cholera  in  all  its  stages,  except  the  reactive: 
that  we  believe  a  sound  therapeutic  induction  as  well  as  the 
dictates  of  experience  are  in  its  favor.  We  will  now  devote  a 
moments  consideration  to  the  question ;  does  the  appropriate 
use  of  opium  in  the  antecedent  stages  of  cholera  exert  an 
unfavorable  impression  upon  the  consecutive  or  reactive  stage? 
The  danger  of  this  stage  is  usually  estimated  as  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  cerebral  disturbance.  It  is  a  well  ascer- 
tained fact,  that  this  disturbance  of  the  brain  is  a  part  of  the 
phenomena  of  the  disease ;  that  it  is  more  or  less  manifest  in 
almost  all  cases  where  re-action  has  succeeded  collapse, 
whether  in  these  cases  there  has  been  medication  or  not ;  and 
in  thL^  connection  I  will  mention,  that  some  of  the  most 
marked  cases  of  cerebral  disturbance  that  I  have  ever  witnessed, 
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EiTe  been  where  opium  could  have  had  no  agency  in  their 
prodoction.  It  is,  therefore,  highly  probable,  that  part  of 
tke  opposition  to  opium  in  cholera  has  arisen  from  attributing 
It  die  effects  of  the  medicine  what  properly  belongs  to  the 
Another  source  of  this  opposition  is,  that  the  re- 
ef the  aiuie  have  been  confounded  with  those  of  the 
ions  me  of  the  remedy.  While  we  admit  that  great  evil 
maj  here  follow  the  improper  use  of  the  article,  we  claim  that 
At  chances  of  harm  that  appertain  to  its  discriminating 
i^IoTmenty  are  as  inconsiderable  and  remote  in  this,  as  in 
ar  other  disease  in  which  it  is  clearly  indicated. 

The  view  that  opium,  when  used  with  care,  increases  the 

MBdency  to  cerebral  disturbance,  we  think  will  not  stand  the 

tMl  of  investigation  and  experience ;  and  we  will  go  so  far  as  to 

■Iniate  that  such  tendency  may  be  rather  diminished  than 

by  such  medication.    By  virtue  of  the  power,  resi- 

t  in  the  drug,  of  sustaining  and  equalizing  nervous  and 

action,  and  of  promoting  in  a  special  manner  the 

cipillarj  circulation,  the  brain  under  such  stimulus  may  be 

■ore  likely  to  maintain  its  integrity  of  structure  and  func- 

lian  daring  the  struggle  of  collapse,   and  when  re-action 

i^ervenes,  be  better  prepared  to  withstand  the  purterbation 

€  this  stage,  and  thus  be  less  likely  to  be  the  seat  of  con- 

ited  morbid  action.    If  opium,  as  we  have  insisted, 

favorably  the  preceding  course  of  *the  disease,  then 

4i  stage  of  excitement  will  be  accordingly  modified;   for, 

skre  there  is  no  cold  stage,  there  are  but  slight  symptoms 

€  excitement  following,  and  as  a  general  rule,  in  proportion 

n  the  doration  and  intensity  of  the  collapse  will  be  the 

wit  J  of  the  re-action.     There  is  usually  a  slow  emergence 

inm  eollapse  into  the  succeeding  febrile  stage ;  so  that  with 

he  attention,  the  point  at  which  the  opium  is  to  bo  discon- 

is  easily  ascertained,  then  as  a  considerable  interval 

hetween  this  point  and  the  height  of  re-action,  the 

of  continuing  the  medicine  too  long,  and  thereby 

irgvdieing  the  brain  need  not  obtain. 

Tou  xvn. — ^28. 


1 
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Now  to  recapitulate  fhie  portion  of  the  aabjeet,  we  main- 
tain; thai  opium  is  a  hig^  useftil  medicine  in  cholera^ 
nsefiil  in  all  its  etagee^.  save  the  re-actiTe— useful  in  relieyiag 
the  serere  syteptotais,  and  contributing  materially  to  the  cure; 
ihat  the  danger  of  increasing  Ihe  cerebral  symptpms  by  il^ 
has  been  greatly  oveirated;  and  that  there  may  be  a  quea- 
tion  whether  the  tendency  to  such  disturbance  may  not  be 
rather  diminished  than  increased  by  its  preyioua  careful  use ; 
ihat  as  coUspse  approaches  it  must  be  given,  with  a  view  to  its 
stimulating  operation  especially,  which  is  best  accomplished 
by  the  exhibition  of  very  small  doses  at  very  short  intervals; 
tiua  it  must  be  wholly  omitted  as  soon  as  there  are  evidences 
of  re-action. 

Mr.  President :  We  have  just  entered,  as  it  w«re,  upon  tho 
subject  of  the  practical  employment  of  q>ium;  but  we  fear 
we  have  ahready  consumed  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  socie^. 
On  a  future  occasion,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  present  a  paper 
in  continuation  of  this  sul^ect. 

Discussion. 
Dk.  Blackman,  said  he  would  allude  very  briefly  to  one  or 
two  points  mentioned  in  the  paper,  which  had  reference  more 
especially  to  the  administration  of  opium  in  surgical  cases. 
The  Essayist  had  expressed  a  favorable  opinion  of  the  efficacy 
of  opium  in  the  treatment  of  senile  gangrene,  as  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Pott.  Now  Dr.  B.  believed  that  that  no  sur- 
geon of  experience,  at  the  present  day,  regarded  this  sub- 
stance as  a  eurative  agent,  in  these  cases,  nor  could  this  be  a 
matter  of  surprise  when  we  reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the 
pathology  of  this  affection.  It  does  not  depend  in  all  cases, 
as  was  formerly  supposed,  on  ossification  simply  of  the  arte- 
ries, nor  on  inflammation  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
arteries,  but  it  may  be  the  result  of  a  peculiar  condition  of 
the  blood  itself,  favorable  to  the  formation  of  coagula,  and 
the  consequent  obliteration  of  the  arterial  tubes.  This  view 
of  the  subject  has  been  ably  maintained  by  Dr.  Fuller  of 
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London,  wlio  has  published  one  of  the  most  interesting  papers 
on  spontaneons  gangrene  of  the  lower  extremities,  with 
vUch  he,  Dr.  B.  was  acquainted.  Again,  this  form  of  gan- 
freae  is  not  confined  to  old  people.  Mr.  Solly,  of  St 
Tliomas'  Hospital,  London,  has  reported  a  case  in  a  subject 
kat  three  years  of  age»  and  numerous  cases  occurring  at  an 
varly  period  of  life  have  been  reported  by  other  surgeons^ 
Benile  gangrene  may  also  be  caused  by  paralysis,  the  arteries 
rcBuining  sound.  Prof.  Parker,  of  N.  Y.,  in  his  edition  of 
Samuel  Cooper's  Yvnt  Lines  of  Surgery,  has  reported  two 
vases  of  this  kind,  in  one  of  which  amputation  was  succcss- 
fsDy  performed.  Opium  may  prove  of  great  service  in  some 
sf  the  forms  described,  as  a  palliative  remedy,  but  it  cer- 
laialy  is  incapable  of  effecting  a  cure.  This  observation 
ippliea  to  the  antiphlogistic  treatment  recommended  by  Prof. 
Bymew  The  same  hospital  (St.  Bartholomew's),  from  which 
ited  the  opinm  treatment  in  senile  gangrene,  has  more 
Btly  given  sanction  to  a  very  peculiar  administration  of 
in  surgery,  vis :  in  tetanus.  Mr.  Skey,  in  his  opera*- 
trre  surgeiy  goes  so  far  as  to  maintain  that  it  is  better  to  kill 
a  patient  with  opium  than  to  let  him  die  with  tetanus !  Such 
practice  is  certainly  a  test  of  the  moral  tone  if  not  of  the 
professional  competency  of  the  surgeon.  Dr.  B.  would  not 
sson  forget  a  remark  made  in  his  hearing,  at  the  bed-side  of 
a  patient  in  Guy's  Hospital,  by  Aston  Key,  the  nepwhew  of 
Br  Astley  Cooper,  and  in  many  respects  Sir  Astley's  supe- 
rior. Mr.  Key  declared  that  ho  believed  more  patient's  affec- 
ted with  tetanus  were  killed  by  opium  than  by  the  disease. 

Mr.  Skey  had  likewise  strongly  recommended  opium  in  the 
tRmtment  of  ulcers,  now  he,  (Dr.  B.)  had  tried  it  in  every 
farm  of  ulcer,  and  in  the  irritable  ulcer  ho  had  found  it  of 
KXTice,  but  in  the  other  forms  it  had  been  of  no  benefit 
vhftterer. 
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JTtntA  AwMkot  Meeting  of  ike  American  Medical  Aeeoeialiim^ 
hdd  at  Detroit  Michigan. 

MoBNiNO  Sbssiok. — ^Thi|i  Sode^  be»ti  its  BeBedon,  Ibj 
6tli,  at  11  o'clock,  at  Fireman's  Hdl.  Present,  Dr.  Geo.  B. 
Wood,  of  Penni.,  President;  Dr.  Daniel  Gulden,  of  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  Tice  President;  Dr.  Brodie,  of  Detroit,  Secretary. 

Dr.  Pitcher  arose  and  begged  leaTc  to  say  a  few  words 
before  the  rc^ar  order  of  business  should  be  taken  up,  and 
proceeded  as  foUows: 

Mb.  PsssmsETT :— In  the  name  of  ihe  Physicians  of  Michi- 
ffan,  who  are  here  represented  by  dele^tee  from  iheir  stale 
district  and  more  lo<»l  societies,  we  welcome  the  members  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  to  the  State  and  Ci^  of 
our  adoption. 

As  cmldren  who  haye  wandered  from  their  fiunily  altar,  to 
improve  their  fortunes  in  new  and  distant^lands,  would  meet 
wiw  bounding  hearts,  the  patriardi  of  iheur  early  home.  So 
we,  whose  fortunes  have  been  cast  in  the  forests  of  the  west, 
now  greet  with  kindred  emotions,  the  delegates  from  the  dd 
CoUonial  States,  hallowed  in  their  memory  by  their  rerolntion* 
ary  association,  honored  for  the  elegance  and  durabUi^  of 
their  institutions  of  learning,  and  cherished  as  the  home  and 
birth-place  of  many  of  the  most  brilliant  and  highly  cultiya- 
ted  intellects  in  our  national  domain. 

With  a  fraternal  attachment  no  less  ardent,  we  receive  the 
members  coming  from  other  states  of  the  confederacy,  which 
like  our  own,  have  a  position  among  the  other  states  of  the 
Union,  but  by  the  accident  of  birth  are  excluded  from  a  place 
amone  the  stripes  of  our  national  escutcheon. 

And  to  our  brethren  who  ard  here  bv  invitation  from  the 
British  Provinces  in  America,  with  whom  from  a  common 
ancestry  we  have  derived  by  inheritance  our  best  and  earliest 
ideas  of  civil  liberty,  much  of  our  literature,  and  many  of 
the  practical  precepts  which  requite  our  art,  we  offer  a  like 
and  cordial  reception. 

AlUiough  actively  engaged  in  the  battle  of  life,  and  earnestly 
struggling  to  overcome  the  obstacles  which  in  our  undevel- 
oped country  lie  in  the  way  of  professional  success,  we  have 
striven  like  the  devoted  Parsee,  to  keep  alive  the  fire  which 
in  our  youth  we  kindled  at  the  altar  of  those  Magii,  who  now 
come  not  like  the  wise  men  of  the  east,  under  the  guidance  of 
a  merely  risen  star,  by  acts  of  devotion  to  celebrate  the  advent 
of  a  Messiah,  but  to  receive  from  us  on  this  ground  from 
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vUch  the  foot  prints  of  the  savage  have  scarcely  been  erased 
hr  Uie  plonghshare  of  the  white  man,  when  the  boat  song  of 
WB  liTely  Gascon,  may  still  be  heard  between  the  strokes  of 
the  paddle  wheel  and  the  whistlings  of  the  locomotive,  the 
tokens  of  a  sincere  friendship,  the  acknowledgment  of  a 
Imdmate  paternity  and  the  homage  due  from  filial  and  grate- 
fid  hearts. 

The  student  of  our  political  history  is  well  aware  that  under 
Ae  pressure  of  exterior  force,  we  have  been  compelled,  on 
ire  different  occasions,  to  change  our  national  colors,  but 
to  abjure  the  fiuth  of  our  political  sires ; — so  we  now 
1  steadfastly  to  stand  by  the  true  in  medicine  under  all 

of  temptation  as  we  will  under  all  the  phases  of  noliti- 

I  fanaticism  defend  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  of  our  political 
fathers. 

We  pray  that  the  meeting  of  this  Association,  though 
nrely  scientific  in  its  aims,  may  be  so  conducted  as  to  become 
Bstromental  in  promoting  these  great  ends. 

Again  gentleman,  I  bia  you,  from  whatever  land,  or  State, 
or  section  of  country  you  may  have  come,  in  the  name  of 
eommon  brotherhood  in  science,  a  warm  and  cordial  welcome. 

An  intermission  of  fifteen  minutes  was  then  had,  to  give 
Ae  delegates  for  the  several  States  an  opportunity  to  appoint 
ene  from  each  delesation,  to  act  as  a  nominating  committee, 
to  report  nominees  for  the  oflSces  of  the  Society  for  the  ensu- 
bcyear. 

The  Committee  retired  to  transact  their  business,  and  Dr. 
Pitcher  from  the  Committee  on  arrangements  reported  that 
Ae  regular  hours  of  the  Session  would  be  as  follows : 

Tu^day,  from  9  A.  M.,  to  12^  P.  M.,  Afternoon  from  2 
to  5  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  9  A.  M.  to  12}  P.  M.,  and  no  afternoon  Session, 
it  eonsei^uence  of  a  pleasure  excursion,  to  be  given  on  board 
Ae  Michigan  C.  B.  R.  Co.'s  steamer  Western  World. 

Thursday,  9  A,  M.  to  12}  P.  M.    Afternoon,  2  to  5  o'clock. 

Friday,  to  begin  at  9  A.  M.  and  adjourn  at  the  pleasure  of 
He  Society. 

Tlie  President  announced  that  he  had  received  a  commulii- 
cilion  fit>m  Boston,  stating  that  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  of  Boston, 
me  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  died  on  Saturday  last. 

On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  to  2  P.  M. 

Aftsbvoon  Session. — The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Gnfton  Tyler,  of  District  of  Columbia,  one  of  the  Vice 
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PresidentB,  expressing  Ids  regret  at  not  being  able  to  attend 
this  Convention. 

He  also  read  an  invitation  to  this  AsBoeiation  from  tho 
Tennessee  Medical  Society,  and  also'  from  individual  phjai* 
cians  of  Nashville  tendering  tiie  hospitalities  of  that  city,  and 
the  use  of  the  Legislative  Hall,  for  the  sessions  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, to  hold  its  next  meeting  at  that  city.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  nominations. 

The  committee  on  nominations  rep^Mrted  that  they  had 
chosen  the  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President:  ZINA  PITCHER,  of  Detroit.  Vice-Presi- 
dents :  T.  W.  Blatchford,  N.  T.  W.  H.  Boling,  Ala.;  K 
Geddings,  S.  C,  and  W.  H.  Brisbane,  Wis.  Secretaries: 
Wm.  Brodie,  Mich.  andW.  C.  Foster,  Tenn.  Treasurer;  Cas- 
per Wister,  Penn.    Confirmed. 

SeOo:91D  Day. — ^The  Association  ^was  eiilled  to  order  by  the 
President,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. . 

The  minutes  were  read,  corrected  and  approved. 

Dr.  Wister,  of  Pa.,  read  the  list  of  delegates  who  had  regis- 
tered their  names  since  the  last  report. 

The  Secretary  read  communications  from  the  following 
gentleman  asking  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  report 
upon  the  subjects  named : 

Dr.  A.  J.  Semmes,  of  N.  Y. — "Coroners*  Inquests." 

Dr.  J.  Taylor  Bradford,  of  Ky.— "  Treatment  of  Cholera." 

Dr.  J.  M.  Reese,  of  N.  Y.— "  Infant  Mortality." 

Dr.  K  R.  Peaslee,  of  Me. — "Inflammation,  &c." 

Dr.  J.  W.  Corson,  of  N.  Y.— "  The  Causes  of  the  Impulse 
of  the  Heart,  and  the  Agencies  which  Influence  it  in  Health 
and  Disease." 

Dr.  Mark  Stephenson,  of  N.  Y.— "  The  Treatment  Best 
Adapted  to  each  Variety  of  Cataract,  with  the  Method  of 
Operation,  Place  of  EIecti<m,  Time,  Age,  &c.. 

Dr.  Beech,  of  Mich. — ^'  Medical  Topography,  and  Epi- 
demics.** 

Dr.  J.  C.  Hutchinson,  of  N.  Y. — "The  Anatomy  and 
Hisology  of  the  Cervix  Uteri." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  received  the  follow- 
ing resolution  adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Society : 

Hesolvedy  That  the  members  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation be  invited  to  attend  the  semi-centennial  celebration  of 
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tktf  society,  which  will  occur  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Feb- 
imsnr,  18o7, 

The  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following,  communication,  dated 
April  7, 1856,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
Sedety. 

Snt — At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  society,  held  in  June 
iMty  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted,  and  I  was  directed  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the 

jRe$olvedj  That  the  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Grant  ^a 
aember  of  this  society,  but  not  at  this  or  that  time  a  practi- 
feoBer  of  medicine,  but  a  lawyer),  at  the  last  session  of  this 
society,  viz:  ^^That  it  is  not  derogatory  to  medical  dignity,  or 
iMonaistent  with  medical  honor,  for  medical  gentleman  to 
take  out  a  patent  right  for  surgical  or  mechanical  instm- 
Bcnts,*'  was  offered  at  a  time  when  many  members  had  left 
far  their  homes,  and  is  not,  therefore,  the  sense  of  the  so- 
cietr. 

Se$olvedj  That  the  said  resolution  is  in  direct  opposition 
ta  the  code  of  medical  ethics  adopted  by  this  society ;  and, 
tkcrefore,  be  it  further 

Re»olo€dy  That  said  resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  Grant,  and 
adopted  by  the  society,  bo  and  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

The  communication  was  ordered  to  be  placed  upon  the 
■intea. 

The  Secretai^  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  Hamilton, 
of  Bd&lo,  N.  X .,  transmitting  the  second  part  of  a  report 
ipon  deformities  aft^r  fracture  and  dislocations,  and  asking 
w  a  correction  of  the  minutes  of  last  session  in  regard  thereto. 
Dr.  H.  also  asked  that  he  be  permitted  to  incorporate,  in  a 
vrimne  upon  the  subject  ho  is  preparing  for  publication,  that 
portion  of  the  report  already  published  by  the  Association. 

On  motion  ox  Dr.  Bro^e,  of   Mich.,  the  minutes  were 


Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  request  of 
Ar.  H^  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  report,  be  granted. 

Dr.  Lindsley,  of  Tenn.,  opposed  the  resolution.  A  similar 
laqaest  was  denied  at  the  session  of  the  Association  held  at 
Sl  Louis. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  Dl.,  moyed  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  special 
eounittee.     Carried. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee,  Drs.  Palmer, 
flf  m.,  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  and  Hills,  of  Ohio. 
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Dr.  Chum,  of  Miehina,  moyed  tbat  tliose  genUemen  froin 
Canada,  who  are  here  by  general  invitation,  be  admitted  in  a 
body,  and  be  reqnested  to  take  seats  on  die  platform  during 
this  moming^s  session.    Oarried. 

The  following  eentlemen  eomdied  with  the  imitation : 

Dr.  E.  M.  Modder,  F.  B.  8.  Eng.,  Professor  of  Midwi£n7 
and  Diseases  of  Children,  Trinity  CoIImo,  Toronto. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Richardson,  M.  U.  G.  S.  Eng.,  Examiner  lA 
Anatomy,  University  of  Toronto. 

Dr.  Norman  Bethone,  M.  B.  C.  8.  Eng.,  Prof,  of  Anatomyy 
Tmity  College,  Toronto,  G.  W. 

Dr.  Worthy  Haswell,  M.  B.  C.'of  Snrg^,  Eng. 

Dr.  A.  K.  Dewson,  College  Phvsioians  and  Surgeons,  New 
York,  laeentiate  of  Province  of  the  Canadas. 

Dr.  Geo.  Coatsworth,  Medical  Department  University  of 
Buffalo,  Lioentiate  of  Pi^vince  of  the  Canadss. 

Dr.  John  TarqnaBd— Woodstock,  C.  W. 

In  receiving  tnem  upon  die  platform,  the  President,  Dr. 
Pitcher,  said  he  was  happv  to  be  the  instrament  of  celebra- 
ting the  nnpttsls  by  wmch  we  effect  a  scientific  re-nnion  of 
the  two  members  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  which  have  so 
long  been  separated  by  the  political  relations  having  their 
origin  in  the  separation  of  tiie  American  colonies  from  the 
English  crown. 

Dr.  Hodder,  in  behalf  of  his  Canadian  brethren,  thanked 
the  Association  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  extended  to 
them. 

Dr.  Sutton,  of  Ey.,  offered  a  resolution  that  1,000  copies 
of  the  address  of  the  late  President,  Dr,  Wood,  be  published. 


Dr.  Gross,  of  Ey.,  read  a  report  on  <<  The  Causes  which 
Impede  the  Progress  of  American  Medical  Literature."  In 
conclusion,  he  submitted  the  following  resolutions : 

Be9olvedf  That  this  Association  earnestly  and  respectfully 
recommends :  Ist.  The  universal  adoption,  whenever  practi- 
cable, by  our  schools,  of  American  works,  as  text-books  for 
their  pupils.  2d.  The  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of 
editing  foreign  writings.  Sd.  A  more  independent  course  of 
the  medical  periodical  press  towards  foreign  productions,  and 
a  more  liberal  one  towards  American;  and,  4th.  A  better 
and  more  efficient  employment  of  the  facts  which  af  e  continu- 
ally furnished  by  our  public  institutions,  for  the  elucidation 
of  the  nature  of  diseases  and  accidents,  and,  indirectly,  for 
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tke  fonnation  of  an  original^  a  Tigorous,  and  an  independent 
national  medical  literature. 

IteBclved^  That  we  venerate  the  writings  of  the  great  medi- 
cal men,  past  and  present,  of  our  country,  and  that  we  con- 
aider  them  as  an  important  element  of  our  national  medical 
liteiatiire. 

Served,  That  we  shall  always  hail  with  pleasure  any  use- 
hl  or  raluable  work  emanating  from  the  European  press,  and 
tkat  we  shall  always  extend  to  them  a  cordial  welcome,  as 
tooks  of  reference,  to  acquaint  us  with  the  progress  of  legiti- 
e  medicine  abroad,  and  to  enlighten  us  in  regard  to  any 
facts  of  which  they  may  be  the  repositories. 
Dr.  Phelps,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  report  and  reso- 
ktioiia,  as  a  whole,  be  adopted. 

At  the  suggestion  of  a  member,  the  question  was  divided. 
Ike  report  was  adopted. 

Upon  the  reading  of  the  first  resolution,  a  member  pro- 
Meed  to  substitute  ''just"  for  "liberal"  in  line  8.  Dr. 
WMS  accepted  the  amendment. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  HI.,  wished  to  understand  the  meaniog  of 
ihe  word  ''practicable,''  as  employed  in  the  resolution,  (Tine 
S).  If  it  meant  that  an  inferior  work  by  an  American  author 
vaa  to  be  used  in  our  medical  schools  in  preference  to  a  supe- 
nor  one,  treating  of  the  same  subject,  by  a  foreign  author, 
ksvaa  decidedly  opposed  to  the  resolution.  If,  when  the 
AamcaD  work  is  eaual  or  superior  to  the  foreira  one,  it  is 
ta  be  used,  then  he  nad  no  objection.  He  alluded  to  works 
ij  eminent  English  and  French  authors. 

Dr.  Gross  explained.    One  of  the  works  alluded  to  by  Dr. 
P.  must  of  necessity  be  used  in  our  medical  institutions  of 
kvning,  as  there  is  no  work,  by  an  American  author,  on  the 
Mae  subject.    Foreign  works  should  be  used  as  books  of 
icCerenoe,  and  American  books,  "  when  practicable,"  as  text 


Dr.  Yaadel,  of  Ky.,  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  made 
Ae  qwciml  order  for  Thursday  morning.     Lost. 

Dr.  Cobb,  of  N.  Y.,  was  opposed  to  the  resolutions.  If 
aioptcd  and  sent  out  to  the  world,  they  savor  too  much  of 
kBow-DOthingism  to  make  them  palatable.     [Sensation.] 

Dr.  Leide,  of  Pa.,  was  in  favor  of  leaving  to  teachers  of 
■efidne  the  selection  of  their  own  text  books. 

Dr.  Davis  understood  there  was  another  report  touching 
tlie  subject — ^that  upon  '^American  Medical  Litera- 
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ture  by  Dr.  Breckenridge,  of  Kv.y  He  moved  to  lay  the 
resolutions  upon  the  table  until  that  report  was  read.  Car^ 
ried. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  P.  A.  Jew* 
ett,  of  Conn.,  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  procure  memoirs 
of  the  eminent  and  worthy  dead.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  nominations. 

Dr.  Breckenridge,  of  Ey.,  read  a  report  upon  American 
Medical  Literature. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hooker,  it  was  accepted  and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  publication. 

The  Assooiation  then  adjourned. 

Third  Day — Morniko  Session. — ^The  President  called  the 
meeting  to  order.  The  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  yes- 
terday's session,  which  were  amended  and  approved. 

Dr.  McGngin,  of  Iowa,  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations  to  represent  that  State. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  President 
have  authority  to  appoint  annually  delegates  from  gentlemen 
going  abroad  to  represent  this  association  in  the  meetings  of 
the  British  Medical  Society  at  Paris,  and  such  other  foreign 
bodies  as  may  be  in  existence.     Carried. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  from  the  following  centlemen, 
on  the  following  subjects:  From  Dr.  P.  Wroth,  oi  Md.,  sub- 
mitting a  report  from  tho  committee  on  "  The  Medical  Topo- 
graphy and  Epidemics  of  the  United  States,'^  on  the  Medical 
Topography  of  the  eastern  section  of  Maryland,  and  asking 
an  extension  of  time. 

From  Dr.  E.  S.  Lamoine,  of  St.  Louis,  transmitting  an 
acknowledgement  of  the  reception  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
association  by  the  Paris  Academy  of  medicine. 

From  Dr.  D.  Thompson,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  asking  for  an 
extension  of  the  time  to  report  on  "  The  Remedial  Effects  of 
Chloroform."     All  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

From  the  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  State  Agricultural 
Society,  transmitting  25  copies  of  its  transactions  of  1858 
and  '54.  This  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  distributed  one 
in  each  State  as  far  as  tney  would  go,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
association  were  returned  therefor. 

Dr.  Clendennin,  of  Ohio,  offered  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee of  one  be  appointed  to  continue  three  years  to  report 
on  the  Etiology  and  Pathology  of  Epidemic  Cholera  in  the 
United  States,    and  that  ho  have  authority  to  select  such 
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odier  xnemben  to  assist  him  as  he  may  deem  desirable.    Be- 
Inred  to  Committee  on  Nominations. 

Dr.  Mendenhall,  of  Ohio,  offered  a  resolution  expelling  from 
the  maeociation  Dr.  G.  H.  Cleyelandy  of  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute.    Carried. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  off(^ed  a  resoluntion  that  Dr.  James  B. 
licGlintock,  whom  he  denounced  as  an  '^  advertising  quack/' 
Wal«o  expelled.    Carried. 

Dr.  Bloodgoody  of  Chicago,  offered  a  resolution  that  the 
csBsthation  be  so  amended  as  to  provide  that  the  President 
dkall  be  elected  by  ballot  and  it  shall  not  be  requisite  that  he 
bt  a  reaidient  of  the  State  wherein  the  association  may  be  held. 
laid  over  one  year  under  the  rule. 

Dr.  Gann  stated  that  many  of  the  eastern  members  de- 
wed to  return  home  on  the  Western  World.  He  had  consulted 
At  agent  of  the  line,  who  had  volunteered  to  start  the  boat 
Bofialo  Friday^  noon,  in  time  to  reach  that  city  for  the 
morning  train,  providing  50  members  would  signify 
tlair  deaire  to  take  the  boat  at  that  time. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Palmer,  of  Chicago,  Dr.  Musf  ey,  of  Cin- 
dnad,  Ez-Pk«sident  of  the  Society,  and  Bishop  McCroskey, 
if  Detroit^  were  invited  to  take  seats  upon  the  stand. 

Be  Preaident  welcomed  the  Bishop  by  statins  that  not 
miy  waa  he  "^High  Church"  in  religion,  but  "  High  Church" 
m  iMdiane.     He  descended  from  legitimate  medical  stock. 

Dr.  GHadc,  of  New  York,  moved  timt  the  association  appoint 
imr  delegates  to  the  Medical  Congress  to  be  held  this  sea- 
ms in  Europe ;  these  delegates  to  be  appointed  from  the  four 
miiiiinn  of  the  Union.    Laid  on  the  table. 
Dr.  Sloeke,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  an  amendment  to  the 
1,  whereby  the  association  shall  meet  triennially 
place  to  be  desigoated  hereafter,  as  a  permanent 
of  meeting ;  the  intermediate  year  the  association  shall 
at  anj  plaee  that  may  be  fixed  upon ;  that  one  perma- 
~  and  two  assistants  be  cnosen;  that  the  pcrma- 

etat^  shall  keep  the  archives  of  the  association  in 
of  Its  permanent  meeting,  and  his  traveling  ex* 
going  to  and  from  the  place  of  permanent  meeting. 
Dr.  Wataon,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  ammcndment. 
Dr.  Doney,  of  S.  C,  offered  an  amendment  to  the  consti* 
that  the  Association  meet  triennially  at  Washington, 
ia  1858,  and  that  the  Secretary  correspond  with  the 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  to  arrange  a  plan 
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whereby  the  archives  of  the  Association  may  be  kept  in  that 
Institution,    Both  amendments  laid  over  one  year. 

Dr.  Sheets  offered  a  resolution,  that  it  is  derogatory  to  the 
profession  to  notice  in  our  medical  journals  the  works  or  wri- 
tings of  irregular  practitioners.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Wistar,  of  ra.,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  invitation  of 
the  medical  gentlemen  from  Canada  to  attend  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Association,  be  renewed  for  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Associaton  at  Nashville;  and  that  such  of  the  Canadian  pro- 
fession as  can  be  present  at  that  meeting,  are  requested  to 
obtain  letters  of  introduction  from  Drs.  Tarquand,  A.  Scott| 
of  Woodstock ,  Drs.  Harswell,  Widmer,  Beaumon  and  Hew- 
ich,  of  Toronto ;  Drs.  O'Bielly,  Craigie  and  Duggan,  of  ELann- 
ilton;  Dr.  Sampson,  of  Kingston.     Carried. 

When  the  call  upon  the  Committee  on  the  Medical  Topo-> 

S'aphy  and  Epidemic  Diseases  of  the  United  States  came  up, 
r.  lliompson,  of  Delaware,  Chairman  of  that  Committee, 
appointed  at  its  meeting  the  past  summer  at  Newport,  with 
Joseph  Mauran,  M.  D.,  as  Secretary,  remarked  that  he  would 
detain  the  Association  but  a  few  moments,  as  there  were  some 
explanations  connected  with  this  important  subject  due  (he 
Association  to  other  individuals  and  himself.  The  first  was, 
that  it  was  now  universally  conceded  that  the'period  of  three 
years  was  granted  by  the  Association  to  the  associates  of  the 
States  and  Territories  to  complete  their  work ;  secondly,  that 
in  the  rearrangement  orthis  important  undertaking  the  power 
was  conceded  to  each  State  and  Territory  to  appoint  its  own 
historian — which  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  Associa- 
tion. It  was  alone  intended  to  ensure  success  by  imposing 
the  duty  upon  them  as  a  State  right,  and  not  to  report  upon 
past  committees  appointed  at  Charleston,  and  given  three  or 
four  States  to  take  charge  of,  though  to  the  honor  of  several 
of  the  Western  and  South- Western  States — he  said  some 
reports  in  whole  and  in  part  had  been  already  published  in 
the  transactions  of  the  past  year  that  would  scarcely  be  sur- 
passed by  those  that  should  come  after  them.  In  the  substi- 
tution of  the  new  arrangements  calculated  to  insure  the  com- 
pletion of  this  work — and  so  largely  acquiesced  in  by  the 
Association,  he  begged  leave  here,  in  justice  to  himself  and 
others,  to  say  that  he  had,  and  could  not  have  had,  any  per- 
sonal feeling — or  preferences  as  to  appointments — as  they 
alone  were  made  by  their  own  representatives — and  these 
explanations  were  due  both  to  the  old  Committees  and  him- 
self. 
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Dr.  Palmer,  from  the  Special  Committee,  appointed  to  re- 
ceiTe  and  consider  the  request  of  Dr.  F.  H.  Hamilton,  of 
Balklo,  for  permission  to  use  such  portion  of  his  report  on 
*^  IMbmiities  after  Fracture/'  as  he  may  deem  proper  in  his 
fartheoming  book,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  the  request, 
fvofiduig  the  book  should  not  be  issued  until  the  report 
vindi  he  may  further  make,  shall  have  been  published  by  the 
A«oeiation.    Carried. 

The  report  and  resolution  of  Dr.  Gross,  read  yesterday, 
me  taken  up,  discussed  for  a  few  moments,  and  referred  to 
Ike  Committee  on  Publication. 

Tke  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  of 
Variiington,  transmitting  his  report  on  '^  Strychnia ,  its  Ghe- 
'  *  and  Toxicological  properties,"  and  regretting  his  ina- 
to  be  present  in  person.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
eation. 
D^.  Palmer,  of  Chicago,  from  the  Special  Committee,  read  a 
iport  on  ^  The  Plan  of  Organization  of  State  and  County 
■cirriea."  It  closed  with  resolutions  that  the  National 
iaodation  call  upon  all  medical  men  everywhere  to  organize 
■eelrea  into  State  and  county  societies ;  that  the  Associa- 
1  leeommend  to  all  local  and  county  societies  to  incorpo- 
'  into  their  by-laws  a  provision  whereby  a  board  of  censors 
I  be  appointed  to  examine  all  applicants  for  membership 
m  they  shall  be  admitted — ^that  members  of  these  socie- 
I  be  urged  to  make  at  least  brief  records  of  all  cases  arising 
practice  from  general  or  epidemic  causes,  to  report 
to  the  society  to  which  they  belong,  or  to  a  committee 
aoeiety,  and  that  a  committee  arrange  and  collect  these 
I  and  transmit  them  to  the  State  Society,  to  which  they 
id  shall  be  auxiliary,  and  the  State  committee  shall 
^e  and  collate  these  reports,  transmit  them  to  the  Na- 
"Association — that  the  r^ational  committee  receive  these 
transmitted  from  the  several  States,  and  collate  and 

them  for  publication  in  the  transactions — ^that  the 

..^  of  medical  ethics  adopted  by  the  National  Association 
h  reeommended  to  the  local  and  county  societies  for  adop- 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  local  and 
societies  to  report  to  the  State  society  to  which  they 
anxiliary,  sucn  papers  presented  to  them  as  may  be 
worthy  of  preservation  in  a  permanent  form,  thus 
ing  to  the  production  of  valuable  records  and  papers. 
report,  after  a  brief  discussion,  was  referred  to  the 
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Committee  of  Publication  and  the  resolution  temporarily  laid 
on  the  table. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  read  a  report  from  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  "  The  Changes  in  the  Composition  and  Properties 
of  the  milk  of  the  human  female,  produced  by  Menstruation 
and  Pregnancy. '*  This  was  a  very  scientific  and  interesting 
paper,  showing  very  close  examination  and  diligent  inquiry 
and  study,  wim  the  record  of  many  actual  experiments  per* 
formed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  Keferred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Charles  Chandler,  of 
Rocheport,  Mo.,  who  Was  appointed  to  report  on  "  Malignant 
Periodic  Fevers,'*  transmitting  a  paper  mstead  on  "Siuphat 
of  Cinchona.*'  Accepted  and  referred  to  a  special  committee 
consisting  of  doctors. 

The  report  on  "the  eccretions  as  an  index  to  the  organie 
changes  going  on  in  the  system/'  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  of 
Chicago,  was  called  for. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Dl.,  said  he  had  been  requested  by  Dr.  J.  to 
ask  for  an  extension,  the  report  having  been  already  con- 
tinued for  one  year.  He  was  opposed  to  such  continuances. 
If  men  want  to  work  let  them  do  so ;  if  not,  don't  let  them 
undertake  it.  The  subject  of  continuances  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

Several  other  reports  were  called  for,  but  their  authors 
were  not  present. 

Dr.  Jas.  M.  Newman,  of  Buffalo,  read  an  abstract  of  a 
lengthy  report  on  "The  Sanitary  Police  of  Cities*' — a  very 
valuable  paper,  containing  the  result  of  a  great  variety  of 
examinations,  comparisons,  &c.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Nominations.  i 

The  Convention  here  adjourned  till  2  P.  M. 

Third  Day — Afternoon  Session. — The  President  called    ^ 
the  Association  to  order  at  2  P.  M. 

Dr.  Frost,  Charleston,  S.  C,  offered  a  resolution  of  thanks     \ 
to  the  Retiring  OflBcers  of  the  Association  and  the  Committee 
on  Publications.     Carried. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Fuller,  of  Maine,  read  a  report  on  "  The  Best 
Treatment  of  Cholera  Infantum."  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Publication. 

Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  N.  Y.,  read  an  extract  of  the  report 
on  "  The  Use  and  Effect  of  the  application  of  Nitrate  of  Sil- 
ver to  Diseases  of  the  Throat."  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Publication. 
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Dr.  J-  B.  Flinty  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  read  a  report  on  "  The 
mode  of  Rendering  the  Medical  Patronage  of  the  national 

KTemment  tributary  to  the  Honor  and  Improvement  of  the 
"ofesaion."    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 
**  Special  Committees."— The  Committee  on  Nominations 
Feporte«I  the  following  chairmen  on  special  reports  for  1857. 
l>r.  E.  R,  Peaslee,  of  Brunswick,  Me.,  on  *4nflammtion — 
ito  Pathology  and  its  relation  to  the  Recuperative  Process.** 
I>r.  J.  C.  Hutchinson,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  Chas. 
&  Lmmicb,  of  New  York,  on  ^'  The  Aiiatomy  and  Histology 
of  the  Cervix  Uteri." 

Dr.  J.  Tayler  Bradford,  of  Augusta,  Ky.,  on  "The  Treat- 
■nit  of  Cholera." 

Dr.  Mark  Stephenson,  of  N.  Y.,  on  ^'The  Treatment  best 
■iq>ced  to  each  variety  of  Cataract  with  the  Method  of  Ope- 
ndon,  place  of  Election,  Time,  Age,  &c. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Carson,  of  N.  Y.,  on  the  '^  Causes  of  the  Impulse 
«f  the  Heart  and  the  Agencies  which  influence  it  in  health 
ad  didease." 

Dr.  D.  Meredith  Reese,  of  New  York,  on  "  The  Cause  of 
b&nt  Jf  ortality  in  large  cities,  the  Source  of  its  increase, 
md  the  means  for  its  diminution." 

Dr.  J.  Foster  Jenkins,  of  Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  on  "Spontaneous 
UBbilical  Hemorrhage  of  the  newly  born." 

Dr.  Henrjr  Carpenter,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  "The  Use  of 
bftniinent  m  Obstetrical  Practice." 

Dr.  Alexander  J.  Semmes,  Washington,  D.  C,  on  "  The 
Mesrares  to  be  adopted  to  remedy  the  evils  existing  in  the 
pment  mode  of  holding  Coroner's  Inquests." 

Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,  of  New  York,  on  "  The  Treatment  of 
^  Results  of  Obstructed  Labor." 

Dr.  J-  B.  Flint,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  "The  True  Position 
ad  Vahic  of  Operative  Surgery  as  a  Therapeutic  Agent." 

Dr.  G.  Volney  Dorsey,  of  Piqua,  Ohio,  on  "The causes  and 
ove  of  Indigestion,  especially  in  relation  to  the  Therapeutic 
bdieauons  to  be  derived  from  the  chemical  composition  of  the 
icpi«it8  in  the  urine." 

£^r-  C.  P.  Coventry,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  on  "  The  Medical 
lari»pnidence  of  Insanity  and  the  testimony  of  Skilled  Wit- 
um  in  in  Courts  of  Justice." 
Dr.  Joseph  Leidy,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  "Human,  Ani* 
Vegetable  Parasites." 


868  ProeeedingM  of  8oeUHe9. 

Dr.  M.  D.  Damallj,  of  Bunbridge,  Indiana,  on  ''The 
value  of  a  strict  attention  to  position  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases of  the  Abdoman." 

Dr.  G.  Sutton,  of  Aurora,  Indiana,  on  ''Milk  Sickness/' 

Dr.  Clark  G.  Pease,  of  Jonesville,  Wis.,  on  "  The  blending 
and  conversion  of  the  Types  of  Fever." 

Dr.  B.  S.  Woodworth,  of  Indiana,  on  "  The  best  substitute 
for  Cinchona  and  its  preparations  in  the  treatment  of  Inter* 
mittent  Fever  and  Malarious  Neuralgia."       ^ 

Dr.  Franklin  Hinkle,  of  Marietta,  Pa.,  on  "  The  use  of 
Cinchona  in  Malarious  Diseases.'' 

Dr.  Henry  J.  Campbell,  of  Augusta,  Gra.,  on  "  The  Ner- 
vous System  in  Febnle  Diseases. '  Dr.  John  Kill,  of  Phil^ 
in  "  The  Laws  governing  the  Deposit  of  Bone."  Dr.  John 
W.  Greene,  of  N.  Y.,  in  "The  intimate  effects  of  certain 
Toxicological  agents  in  the  Animal  Tissues  and  Fluids." 

Dr.  Geo.  Suckley,  U.  S.  A.,  on  "  The  Medical  Topog- 
raphy  and  Fauna  of  Washington  territory." 

Dr.  James  Cooper,  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.  on  "  The  Flora  of 
Washington  and  Oregon  Territories."  Dr.  Chas.  E.  Isaacs, 
of  N.  Y.,  on  "The  Intimate  Structure  and  the  Pathology  of 
the  "Kidnev."  Dr.  Israel  Morse,  of  N.  Y.,  on  "The 
Diseases  incidental  to  Europeans  from  Temperate  Climates  in 
their  transition  through  Central  America." 

Standing  Committees. — The  Committee  on  nominations, 
also  reported  the  following  Standing  Committees  in  the  year 
1857. 

On  Medical  Education: — Drs.  S.  W.  Butler,  of  N.  J. 
Chairman ;  Alonzo  Clark,  N.  Y.;  C.  W.  Le  Bentillier,  of 
Minnesota ;  G.  F.  Mitchell,  of  Ohio ;  S.  W.  Clinton,  of 
Alabama. 

On  Medical  Literature: — ^Dr.  R.  Hill,  of  Ohio,  Chairman ; 
E.  W.  Yandell,  of  Ky.;  R.  R.  Porter,  of  Del.;  H.  A.  John- 
son, of  111.;  Chas.  E.  Swan,  of  Maine. 

On  Publications : — Drs.  Francis  G.  Smith,  of  Pa.;  Chair- 
man ;  Caspar  Wistar,  Pa.;  Samuel  L.  Hollingsworth,  of  Pa.; 
Samuel  Lewis,  of  Pa.;  H.  T.  Asken,  of  Del.;  Wm.  Brodie, 
of  Mich.;  R.  C.  Foster,  of  Tenn. 

On  Prize  Essays : — Drs.  Wm.  K.  Bowling,  Chairman ;  E. 
B.  Haskins,  Thos.  Lipscomb,  A.  H.  Buchanan,  R.  W.  Avent, 
W.  A.  Cheatham,  Paul  F.  Eve,  all  of  Tennessee. 

On  Arrangements : — ^Drs.  C.  K.  Winston,  Chairman;  Iro 
Connell,  Wm.  D.  Haggart,  J.  L.  C.  Johnson,  F.  A.  Ramsay, 
Geo.  Grant,  J.  B.  landsley,  all  of  Tennessee. 
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The  Committee  on  nominations  reported  the  following  gen- 
tletDen  to  fill  yacancies  in  Committees. 

On  **  Medical  Topography  and  Epidemics :"  Dr.  P.  P. 
Fitch,  of  Amherst,  S.  H.;  Dr.  Robt  Murray,  of  Fort  Miller, 
CaL 

On  «« The  Registration  of  Births,  &c:"  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey, 
of  Middletown,  Conn.;  Dr.  R.  W.  Haxall,  of  Richmond,  Ya.; 
Dr.  Arthur  R.  Stout,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

The  Committee  recommended  the  continuance  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  procure  memorials  of  the  eminent  and  worthy  dead 
ami  the  report  as  prepared  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
PyUicfttions, 

FouBTH  Dat — MoRNiNQ  SESSION. — The  President  called 
ihe  Asaociation  to  order.  The  Secretary  read  the  minutes 
if  the  preceding  Session,  which  were  corrected  and  approved. 

Dr.  Falmer,  of.  DL  moved  that  Dr.  Richard  Coolidge,  of 
D.  C.  be  substituted  in  place  of  Dr.  Finley,  on  the  Committee 
Id  report  on  Epidemics.     Carried. 

Dr.  Gann,  of  Detroit,  from  Committee  on  Credentials, 
ifBorted  the  following  new  members,  by  invitation : 

Vr,  Landon,  of  Monroe;  introduced  by  Dr.  Rice. 

Dr.  B.  K.  Rodgers,  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y.;  introduced 
Ij  Dr.  Brodie. 

Dr.  Dwight  Nimms,  of  Calhoun  Co.;  introduced  by  Dr. 
Gnn.     Adopted. 

Dr.  AUee  of  Pa.;  offered  the  following: 

Remflvedf  That  all  voluntary  communications  hereafter  pre- 
muted  to  the  Association,  shall  be  referred  to  a  special  com- 

of to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  on  the  first 

I  meeting,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  such  com- 

ications,  and  report  upon  the  propriety  of  their  presenta- 

mnd  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Publication.     Car- 


Dr.  Smith,  of  S.  Y.,  moved  that  a  special  committee  be 
Ated  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Associa- 
m  classification  of  those  diseases,  which  involve  a  de- 
^  of  the  mental, manifestations.     Carried,  and  leave 

^rm  the  mover  to  appoint  the  committee,  he  being  Chairman. 
The  Secretary  read  an  invitation  from  Dr.  Childs,  of  Bos- 
iatp  inTiting  the  members  of  the  Association  to  meet  with  the 
¥aaiiihiinfttn  Medical  Society,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of 
May.  Accepted. 
TOL.  XY. — ^24 
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Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  moyed  that  a  copy  of  the  Association's 
transactions  be  sent  to  the  Epidemological  Society,  of  Lon- 
don.    Carried. 

Dr.  Gnnn,  of  Mich.,  moved  that  any  new  Medical  Society 
not  heretofore  represented  in  this  Association,  be  required  to 
transmit  to  the  Secretary,  with  the  credentials  of  its  dele- 
gates, the  evidence  of  its  existence,  capacity  and  good  stand- 
ing.    Carried. 

Dt.  McGngan  moved  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed 
to  report  on  the  subject  of  ^^  Stomatitis  Matema."     Carried. 

Dr.  Bailey  moved  that  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  be  requested  to  con- 
tinue his  observations  on  the  subject  of  the  changes  produced 
in  the  composition  and  qualities  of  milk  by  pregnancy  and 
menstruation ;  also,  the  best  substitute  for  the  mother's  milk 
when  weaning  becomes  necessary  before  the  child  is  eighteen 
•months  old,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association. 
Carried. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Associa- 
tion be  tendered  to  all  railroad  companies  who  had  furnished 
members  with  passes  to  this  convention.     Carried. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  HI.,  called  for  some  disposition  to  be  made 
of  the  resolutions  appended  to  his  report  on  the  organization 
of  Medical  Societies. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee,  they  were  referred  with  the  report 
for  publication. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  111.,  moved  that  the  Association  tender  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  press  of  Detroit  for  the  interest  and 
attention  given  to  their  sessions  in  this  city.     Carried. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  111.,  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Regis- 
trations have  leave  now  to  present  a  partial  report,  which  is 
hereby  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication.     Carried. 

Dr.  Lindsley,  of  Tenn.,  offered  the  following : 

Wherea^y  It  is  the  object  of  this  Association  in  the  award 
of  its  prizes  for  communications  on  subjects  appertaining  to 
medical  science,  to  encourage  the  progress  of  the  latter,  and 
as  this  result  cannot  be  better  attained  than  through  original 
investigation  and  discovery, 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  an  annual  prize  oC  00  be  awarded 
for  the  best  memoir  or  essay,  founded  on  original  investiga- 
tion of  the  author,  and  in  case  of  no  memoir  or  essay  being 
presented  worthy  of  such  award,  the  prize  money  to  be  appro- 
priated towards  the  expense  of  publishing  and  illustrating 
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mch  memoirs  m  may  be  subsequently  deemed  TTorthy  of  an 
awmrd.    Carried. 

On  motion  the  Association  tHen  adjourned  to  meet  at  Nash- 
Tille,  Tenn.y  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1857. 


Corresponbence. 


Toronto,  Canada,  May  14, 1856. 
Editor  Wsstern  Lancet  : — 

A  racy  sketch — and  it  is  all  I  can  furnish  you  at  present, 
from  this  Metropolis  of  Canada,  may  not  bo  uninteresting  to 
jour  readers.  I  regret  that  I  had  not  time  to  write  you  from 
the  National  Medical  Association,  at  Detroit,  but  hope,  ere 
iB^am^  yoa  have  been  able  to  glean  from  the  daily  reports,  wliich 
I  lent  yon,  the  prominent  items  of  business  that  came  before 
Ae  ABsoeiation. 

Our    Tisit  to  this  place,   (having  recently  deserted  my 

bachelorship,  I  must  speak  hereafter  in  the  plural)  has  been 

af  an  exceedingly  interesting  character.     I  can  never  forget 

Ae  hospitalities  of  the  physicians  of  Toronto.     Soon  after 

ear  arrival,  we  were  joined  by  Dr.  Bethune,  Professor  of 

Aaatomy  in  the  medical  department  of  Trinity  College,  who 

took  OB  to  all  points  of  interest  in  the  City.     We   visite<l 

THnity   College, — a  massive  and  elegant   structure  of  the 

meieiit  Gothic  style,  the  outgrounds  of  which,  are  arranged  in 

a  atjie  of  elegance,  that  I  have  seldom  seen  in  our  country. 

The*  tall  pine  and  fir  trees,  by  which  it  is  surrounded  give   a 

iae  effect  to  the  massive  gray  stone  walls  and  towers,  which 

peer  throngh  the  green  foliage. 

The  extensive  promenades,  avenues,  and  out-grounds  of 
die  Toronto  University,  however,  are  the  finest  and  most 
Bignificient  of  the  kind  I  ever  saw.    Both  Institution  are, 


\ 
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I  learn,  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Trinity  CoUege  is  under 
the  control  of  the  Church  of  England ;  the  University  is  a 
goyemment  Institution. 

The  Lunatic  Asylum  is  a  very  extensive  building  of  the 
kind,  but  does  not  compare,  in  the  elegance  of  its  finish,  with 
the  Asylums  of  Ohio. 

Wo  also  visited  the  House  of  Parliament — ^now  in  session, 
and  the  Assembly,  or  House  of  Commons.  The  furniture, 
and  style  of  finish  of  both  houses,  strike  an  American  as 
quite  peculiar.  Every  thing  is  deep  crimson  or  red,— car- 
peting, seats,  Speaker's  chair,  etc.  The  Speaker's  chair  in  the 
House  of  Parliament,  contrasts  very  strikingly  with  our 
Republican  simplicity.  It  is,  of  course,  intensely  red.  Sur- 
mounting it  is  the  British  crown,  wrought  of  gold,  and  on 
either  side,  the  Speaker's  arm  rests  on  the  neck  of  the 
British  Lion,  who  appears  to  guard,  with  sleepless  vigilance 
and  proud  defiance,  her  Majesty's  crown. 

The  Members,  at  least  a  majority  of  them,  are  fine  hearty, 
jocose  looking  men.  I  would  not  judge,  from  their  appear- 
ance, that  they  allowed  her  Majesty's  interests  in  Canada 
to  destroy  their  appetites  for  good  roast  beef,  or  their  appre- 
ciation of  a  practical  joke. 

In  the  evening  we  were  invited  to  a  party,  at  which  we 
met  a  large  number  of  the  leading  physicians  of  Toronto,  and 
their  families.  We  were  the  guests  of  the  evening,  and  the 
only  Americans  present.  We  met  here  Drs.  Bethune,  Hodder, 
Bo  veil  and  Hallo  well,  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Trinity 
College  ;  also  Dr.  Richardson,  formerly  professor  of  anatomy 
in  the  University,  They  are  all  able,  accomplished  gentlemen, 
who  occupy  commanding  positions  in  the  ranks  of  the  pro- 
fession in  Canada. 

Their  entertainment  was  gotten  up  in  a  style  characteristic 
of  English  hospitality.  Every  thing  was  done,  apparently, 
as  a  matter  of  course  ;  nothing  said  about  the  cost  or  quality 
of  the  wine,  or  of  the  amount  paid  for  the  extra  oysters  for 
the  occasion. 
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After  the  ladies  withdrew  from  the  table,  the  doors  of  the 
•pacions  hall  were  closed,  and  we  then  had  a  fine  specimen 
«f  the  wit,  hilarity,  and  generous  sentiment  of  English 
•octety.  Toasts  and  speeches  were  the  order  of  the  evening. 
To  sererml  of  these  we  were  obliged,  in  our  humble  way,  to 
■ake  response.  When  they  toasted  the  American  medical 
profeuion  and  the  American  Medical  Association,  they 
losehed  my  pride,  and  I  stammered  out  the  best  reply  I  could, 
amid  much  cheering ;  but  when  they  proposed  a  complimentary 
louty  which  they  drank  standing,  to  her  whom  I  had  recently 
wedded,  they  touched  my  heartj  and  from  its  ^^  abundance" 
■y  tongue  gave  utterance  in  a  manner  which  would  have 
foite  amused  my  quondam  bachelor  friends.  The  theme  was 
Mw,  novel,  and,  I  need  not  add,  intensely  interesting!  We 
CM  never  forget  our  delightful  visit  to  Toronto,  and  the 
■any  warm  hearts  which  we  there  met. 

A  word  as  to  the  curriculum  of  study,  adopted  by  the  Uni- 
fvnty  of  Trinity  College,  may  not  be  destitute  of  interest 
It  our  American  physicians.     It  grants  two  degrees  in  medi- 

Bj  that  of  Bachelor,  and  Doctor.    As  the  degree  of  M.  B. 

lifers  upon  its  holder  the  same  priviliges  as  those  enjoyed 
Ij  ft  Mftster  of  Arts,  he  is  required  to  have  previously  tdcen 
fkm  oath  of  allegiance,  and  supremacy,  and  to  have  subscribed 
fkm  following  declaration : 

**  I,  A.  B.do  willingly  and  heartily  declare,  that  I  am  truly 
Md  sincerely  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Ire- 
knd."  No  degree  whatever,  I  understand,  is  granted  by 
Triaity  College,  under  different  regulations. 
*  Fob  the  Deqreb  or  M.  B. — Candidates  are  required  to 
hare  been  engaged  in  their  professional  studies  four  years, 
■id  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  on  Divinity,  Scripture 
Hiitory — the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  in  Greek — the  Classics, 
■id  an  extensive  course  in  Algebra  and  Mathematics.  The 
CHididate,  for  this  degree,  has  to  undergo  two  examinations. 

The  jErsI  examination  takes  place  at  the  termination  of  the 
third  year,  and  embraces  the  following  subjects : 
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Anatomy,  Phjaiology,  Chemfetary/ Materia  Medica,  Fhar- 
pacy  and  Botany. 

He  muBt  alBO  have  attended  lectures  on  Pathological 
Anatomy,  Practical  Chemistry,  Pinactice  of  Medicine,  Surgery, 
.and  Medical  JoriBprudence,  and  have  dissected  daring  nine 
months. 

The  second  examinatAon  takes  plaoe  after  the  oompletioo 
of  his  full  medical  course  of  four  yearsi  and  embraces  ibe 
following  subjects : 

Institutes  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  Medicine,  Midwifery  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence.  Both  e^aminationfl  are  conducted 
by  printed  papers,  and  vwa  voce. 

The  Degree  fob  M.  D, — ^No  candidate  is  admitted  to 
this  examination,  until  he  baa  first  taken  the  degree  of  M.  B.; 
or  unless  he  be  a  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Phyr 
Bicians  and  Surgeons  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland.  He 
must  also  produce  evidence  of  having  been  engaged  in  actual 
practice,  or  of  having  attended  the  practice  of  an  Hospital 
(medical  and  surgical),  for  at  least  two  years  subsequently  to 
having  taken  his  first  degree. 

This  rigid  system  of  study  (the  theological  requirement 
may  seem,  to  many,  unnecessary)  secures  to  the  citizens  of 
Canada  an  accomplished  and  able  corps  of  physicians,  and 
gives  to  the  profession  a  position  which  they  never  can  attain 
where  degrees  are  conferred  with  less  rigid  requirement  of 
qualification.  S.  G.  A. 


On  some  of  the  D'eeases  of  Women  admitting  of  Surgical  Treat- 
ment. By  Isaac  Barker  Brown,  F.  R.  0.  8.  (by  Exam.), 
Surgeon-Acconchenr  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Vice-President  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  London,  Fellow  of  the  Epidem ©logical 
Society,  Corresponding  Fellow  of  the  Obstetric  Society  of  Berlin, 
etc.,  etc.  Illustrated  by  Twenty-four  Wood  engravings.  Phila- 
delphia :  Blaochard  4  Lea.    1856.    8vo.  pp.  256. 
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The  attention  that  the  sargical  diseases  of  women  have  attracted 
of  late,  has  cleared  the  way  for  the  appearance  of  this  work,  and 
mnst  insnxe  it  a  hearty  welcome,  from  the  rapidly  increasing  circle 
of  operating  snrgeons.  Onr  surgical  text-books  are  lamentably 
sQent  on  many  of  the  difficulties  peculiar  to  women  requiring 
•■gieal  aid,  and  indeed  most  of  the  larger  works  on  suigery 
rootun  very  meagre  sketches  of  them,  as  though  they  were  of 
minor  importance. 

In  the  book  before  ns  are  given  descriptions  of  the  most 
s^roved  methods  of  treating  surgically,  ruptured  perineum  ;  pro- 
kpw  of  the  vagina ;  prolapse  of  the  uterus  ;  vesico-vaginal  fistula ; 
ncCo- vaginal  fistula;  lacerated  vagina ;  polypus  of  the  uterus ;  stone 
m  fhm  bladder ;  vascular  tumor  of  the  meatus  urinarius ;  imperforate 
Ivnen;  enoystod  tumor  of  the  labia;  diseases  of  the  rectum; 
ad  Ovarian  dropsy.  Olustrated  by  a  number  of  fine  Wood 
leavings. 

For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby.    Price  91  75. 


IKfrflfMm  attd  tte  Derangemenit.  The  Principles  qf  Bational 
Medieimf  applied  to  Disorders  qf  the  AltmerUary  Canal.  By 
TBOMaa  R.  Chambebs,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phy- 
siciana ;  PhvFician  to  6t.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on  the 
Practice  of  Medicine  at  St.  Mary's  Medical  School,  London  ; 
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A  want  of  room  will  prevent  us  from  giving  this  book  a  notice 
proportionate  to  its  value. 

Dr.  Chambers  wields  a  vigorous  pen,  and  in  the  work  before  us 
^  traces  of  a  master  mind  illuminate  every  page.  The  work  is 
dinif^l  into  two  parts :  in  tlie  first  the  Physiology  of  Digestion  is 
couideied ;  and  in  tlie  second,  its  derangements.  In  the  first  part 
Iks  mthor  claims  no  originality,  but  simply  the  merit  of  collecting 
sad  STslnnatising,  recent  observations  on  the  phenomena  of  diges- 
tiea.  The  second  part  is  drawn  from  the  author's  personal  expe- 
lioice*  and  will  be  found  of  the  deepest  interest  to  those  engaged  in 
Ae  pracCiee  of  meilicine. 

For  lak  by  U.  W.  Derby.    Price  92  25. 
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Atlas  of  Cutaneous  Diseases.    By  J.  Hoorb  Neuoak,  H.  D., 
Edinburgh,  M.  R.  I.  A.,  Honorary  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Trinitj 
College,  Dublin,  Fellow  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  College  of 
Physicians  in  Ireland,  Honorary  Fellow  of  the  Coll^^  of  Phy- 
sicians of  Sweden,  Honorary  lumber  of  the  Cork  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, Physician  to  Jervis  street  Hospital,  Lecturer  on  the 
Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Dublin  School  of  Medicine,  etc.,  etc 
Philadelphia :  Blanchard  and  Lea.     18&6. 
This  is  a  book  containing  Sixteen  beautiful  colored  lithograph 
plates,  illustrating  ninety  of  the  most  common  yarieties  of  skin 
disease.     *'  My  chief  object,"  says  the  author,  **  in  the  publication 
of  this  book  of  Plates  of  Cutaneous  Eruptions  is  to  supply  the 
Student  and  junior  practitioner  with  a  work  moderate  in  size  and 
cheap  in  price,  which  can  be  readily  referred  to  in  the  study  of  what 
is  admittedly  an  obscure  class  of  diseases."     In  this  object  he  has 
imdoubtedly  succeeded  better  than  any  other  author,  for  there  ia  no 
other  work  extant  on  the  same  subject  presenting  so  numerous 
and  accurate  illustrations  that  can  be  pnrdiased  for  three  times  the 
price  of  this. 

The  classification  is  adopted  to  a  large  "TTreatise  on  Diseases  of 
the  Skin"  by  the  same  author,  though  it  may  be  adyantageoosly 
used  with  any  other  treatise  on  the  diseases  of  the  skin. 

We  have  not  for  a  long  time  invited  the  attention  of  the  readers 
of  the  Lancet  to  a  work  that  we  could  more  confidently  recommend 
them  to  purchase  than  the  present. 
For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby.    Prioe  94  60. 


The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Opthalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
By  T.  Wharton  Jones,  F.  R.  S.,  Professor  of  Opthalmic  Medicine 
and  Surgery  in  University  College,  London  ;  Opthalmic  Snigeon 
to  the  Hospital,  etc.  With  one  hundred  and  ten  illustrations. 
Second  American  Edition,  with  Additions  from  the  Second 
and  Revised  London  Edition.  Philadelphia  :  Blandiard  4  Lea. 
1856. 

The  profession  is  pretty  well  acquainted  with  this  excellent  little 
manual,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  announce  the  appearance  of  a 
now  Edition  to  insure  its  rapid  sale.  Its  cheapness,  considered  in 
connection  with  the  soundness  of  the  practice  it  teaches,  and  the 
high  authority  from  which  it  emanates,  will  in  many  instances  give 
it  a  preference  over  the  laiger  and  more  expensive  volumes  of  Law- 
rence and  Mackenzie. 

For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby.    Price  $1  50. 
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Optraikm  for  Bare-Up.  DUcusiion  in  the  Society  of  Surgery,  in 
Pari:  Treaulatedfor  the  Lancet  from  the  Oat.  dee  Bopiteauz. 
ByJ.  H.T. 

PkBEirrA*noir  or  PiTiBim. 

II.  Guereant  presented  an  infant  twelve  days  old,  affected  with 
doable  hare-lip,  with  hypertrophy  of  the  vomer  and  anterior  projection 
of  the  incissive  tubercle.  Ho  desired  to  submit  the  case  to  the 
Society  before  operating  upon  it. 

The  best  procedure  to  adopt  in  such  a  case  is  that  of  Blandin, 
which  consists  in  an  exsection  of  a  triangular  portion  of  the  septum 
nd  pressing  backward  the  incisive  tubercle.  This  operation  he 
fofonned  with  scissors. 

M.  Goersant  had  nuide  a  special  instrument  for  this  purpose, 
which  to  him  appeared  more  advantageous. 

He  proposed  to  make  the  operation  in  three  periods^  First,  the 
mection  of  the  septum  should  be  made,  then  the  tubercle  should  be 
fmsed  backward,  afterwards  the  suture  should  be  put  on  one  side, 
the  Idt  side  for  example,  and  still  later  on  the  opposite  side. 
It  is  rery  important  to  divide  the  operation  into  different  periods. 
Ob  Account  of  neglecting  that  precaution  he  had  see:^  several  chil- 
dren die  after  tlie  operation,  especially  by  convulsions  ;  on  the  con- 
tiBiy*  since  he  had  divided  the  operation  he  had  succeeded  with  two 

M.  Richet  desired  to  know  the  exact  number  of  cases  treated  sue- 
esMfnlly  by  the  method  of  Blandin.  He  thought  there  was  no  neces- 
Btj  for  a  special  instrument  in  performing  the  operation,  as  the 
cvred  scissors  were  sufficient ;  but  that  which  it  was  important  to 
ksow  was  what  had  been  the  results  of  the  operation.  For  his  part 
ho  had  on  throe  occasions  performed  the  operation,  and  had  fully 
daeided  never  to  have  recourse  to  it  again ;  his  three  patients  had  all 
fied  from  convulsions  following  hemorrhage  most  difficult  to  aiTCst. 
1W  last  infant  upon  which  he  had  operated  was  at  the  hospital  St. 
AatoiDe.  It  was  ten  or  twelve  days  old,  and  in  very  good  condi- 
tion. The  exsection  was  made  with  scissors  without  any  difficulty, 
hnt  the  next  day  there  supervened  a  hemorrhage  which  almost  choked 
tho  infant.  By  using  perehloride  of  iron  and  compression  with  a 
hondage  dipt  in  diachylon,  pressed  against  the  opening  of  the  oshific 
iobotonce,  with  great  exertion  tho  blood  was  stopped,  but  on  the 
morrow  the  child  died  with  convulsions. 

M.  Vemeuil.  Tlie  proceilure  of  Blandin  is  cited  in  all  our  recent 
works.   It  is  recommended  when  the  hare-lip  is  double,  but  nowhere 
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is  anything  said  about  results — its  advantages  and  disadvantages. 
It  is  highly  important  therefore  that  those  who  have  had  occasion 
to  employ  it  should  instruct  us  as  to  its  value. 

We  do  not  know  how  often,  or  with  what  success,  even  Blandin 
himself  performed  this  operation.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  first 
subject  upon  whom  it  was  tried  died  some  two  months  after  with 
scarlatina,  and  that  at  that  period  the  tubercle  was  still  mobile. 

M.  Dcnonvillers  wished  to  have  the  drcnmstanoes  attending  the 
practice  of  M.  Guersant  more  in  detail.  To  say  that  at  a  certain 
age  one  had  been  very  successful,  and  at  another  age  ansaccessfol, 
was  not  sufficient.  In  truth  there  were  degrees  ofsucoesSt  as  well 
as  more  or  less  completeness  of  failure.  It  would  be  wdl  too  to 
know  if  the  early  operation  in  cases  of  simple  hare-lip  had  not  been 
followed  by  death.  In  the  complicated  cases  had  the  success  been 
complete,  and  the  restoration  of  the  face  satisfactory  ?  Had  death 
sometimes  followed  ? 

M.  Guersant  could  not  remember  a  single  case  where  he  had  ope- 
rated for  simple  hare-lip,  shortly  after  birth,  which  had  been  followed 
by  death.  The  success  had  been  constant  or  nearly  so,  and  the  re- 
sults very  pleasing.  On  the  contrary  he  had  failed  in  subsequent 
years,  but  could  not  recollect  having  lost  any  patient  who  had  passed 
over  two  years. 

On  the  other  hand  in  complicated  cases  death  had  been  frequent ; 
it  came  on  sometimes  after  the  first,  and  sometimes  after  the  second 
period,  often  taking  place  by  convulsions,  but  frequently  the  powers 
of  life  gradually  became  extinct.  Failure  was  the  general  result  of 
all  varieties  of  complicated  hare-lip  :  but  in  some  cases  an  incomplete 
success  had  been  obtained,  where  parts  only  of  the  operation  had 
been  performed  at  a  time. 

M.  rtichard  had  operated  on  two  cases  of  simple  hare-lip  shortly 
after  birth.  One  of  the  infants  was  perfectly  cured,  the  other  died 
on  the  third  day.  He  had  lately  conversed  with  Prof.  P.  Dubois 
upon  this  subject,  and  had  learned  from  him  that  the  new  facts  which 
he  had  collected  had  only  served  to  confirm  his  former  conclusions 

(in  favor  of  early  operations).  Dubois  had  never  had  an  unsuccess- 
ul  case.  He  did  not  now  attach  so  much  importance  to  a  changing 
of  the  threads  as  formerly.  M.  Richard  had  seen  two  children 
operated  on  for  simple  hare-lip  die  at  the  Hotel  Dieu. 

M.  Demarquay  being  questioned  as  to  the  results  of  the  practice 
of  Blandin  declared  that  he  had  witnessed  several  of  his  operations 
where  the  septum  was  exsected,  and  the  tubercle  pressed  back,  and 
that  in  no  case  was  there  a  satisfactorv  result :  at  the  end  of  six  and 
twelve  months  the  tubercle  had  not  become  consolidated,  nor  was 
it  aftenvards. 

^I.  Demarquay  thought  the  practice  had  no  advantages,  and  never 
had  recourse  to  it.  He  had,  however,  never  seen  any  case  where 
the  hcmorrage  was  fatal.  Blandin  only  exsected  a  small  portion  of 
the  septum  and  immediately  thrust  the  tubercle  backwards. 
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In  the  cues  of  limple  hare-lip  Blandin  had  at  first  followed  the 
precepts  of  M.  Dubois,  but  afterwards  abamloucd  it  and  returned  to 
the  operation  practiceil  upon  subjects  of  twelve  or  fifteen  months. 

On  complicated  cases  he  operated  at  the  age  of  from  two  to  three 
rears,  and  always  unsuccessfully,  notwithstanding  the  most  careful 
management  and  dressings  admirably  adapted.  The  separation  of 
the  palatine  arch  especially  interposed  a  barrier  to  success. 

IL  Demnrquay  had  once  employed  Blandin's  apparatus  for  com- 
pression on  a  child  eighteen  months  old.  The  pellets  applied  over  the 
jftTs  approximated  very  well  the  two  halves  of  the  8U{>erior  maxilla. 
Ai  tbe  end  of  two  or  three  mouths  the  palatine  opening  was  almost 
cmcuelj  obliterated.     His  intention  was  to  operate  afterward. 

M.  Vemeuil  thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  come  to  an  under- 
ftaading  as  to  what  was  meant  by  a  complicateil  hare-lip.  M.  Den- 
oBTillers  at  our  last  meeting  in  distinguishing  the  simple  from  the 
complicated  cases  had  comprised  under  the  former  head  all  those 
vhere  the  alveolar  arcade  had  remained  intact,  whether  the  palatine 
viQ  or  roof  of  the  mouth  were  divided  or  not.  On  the  other  hand 
M.  Gnersant  without  exactly  saying  what  he  comprehended  under 
iplieated  hare-lip,  had  told  us  that  all  or  nearly  all  such  cases  had 
uiukuccessfa].  Now  I  have  seen  in  the  Union  Meilicale  an  inter- 
J  article  by  M.  Henry,  in  which  are  given  the  clinical  lectures 
•f  M-  Guersant,  and  sixteen  cases  of  hare-lip  are  mentioned  upon 
vAich  he  operated  in  1852. 

Tliis  is  a  numerical  document  of  great  importance,  and  I  find 
Among  this  number  only  two  cases  of  simple  hare-lip  ;  but  a  much 
larger  number  of  cases  of  labial  fissure,  with  a  simple  or  double  divis- 
ion of  the  alveolar  arch  together  with  its  isolation,  but  without  its 
projection.  Here  we  have  the  complicated  coses,  according  to  Den- 
anvilliera,  and  yet  M.  Guersant  has  many  times  succeeded  in  curing 
tkem  aa  with  simple  cases  of  hare-lip.  On  the  contrary  as  soon  as 
ife  incitfive  bone  makes  a  little  projection,  and  especially  if  it  stands 
em  prominent  failure  will  follow.  Is  it  then  tliat  projection  of  tho 
ineiuve  tubercle  which  gives  us  the  true  complication,  and  does  tho 
ample  fissure  of  tho  alveolar  arch  exert  no  unfavorable  influence 
ifh>n  tbe  results  of  the  suture  ?  Are  not  the  complicated  cases  of 
Umonvillers  diflferent  from  tlioso  of  Gucrsant  ?  With  such  facts 
Mfore  VLk  does  it  not  seem  necessary  to  establish  a  greater  number  of 
riw^gr  in  order  to  do  away  with  uncertainty  ? 

M.  Gnersant.  Every  one  is  agrceu  as  to  what  is  to  be  understood 
hy  simple  hare-lip  ;  it  is  that  which  is  unilateral  without  division  of 
ifte  alveolar  arch.  All  others  are  complicated,  and  successful  opcr- 
■doas  upon  them  are  very  rare.  If  M.  Vemeuil  has  seen  the  con- 
trary fttated  in  regard  to  sixteen  ca^ws  of  mine,  it  is  because  the  num- 
Mr  is  too  small,  and  therefore  does  not  show  the  general  results  of 
BT  prartice.  My  o])inions  arc  founded  upon  two  hundred  cases 
wkidi  have  occurred  in  my  practice  of  fourteen  years. 
IL  Ymarail  persisted  in  his  belief,  that  although  in  pathological 
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anatomy  there  might  he  agreement  as  to  what  was  nnderstood  hj 
simple  and  complicated  hare-lip,  yet  it  was  very  different  in  snrgery, 
and  that  in  order  to  come  to  any  just  conclusion  as  to  the  prohahU 
results  of  an  operation  in  any  given  case  it  would  he  necessary  to 
make  the  following  divisions : 

Ist  Hare-lip,  simple  unilateral 
2         y,        simple  hilateral 

8         ,,        complicated,  with  projection  of  an  incissive 
•  tuherde 

4         ,,        complicated  without  projection  of  the  tubeide 

M.  Cloquet  had  seen  two  children  operated  on  for  simple  hare-lip, 
the  first  took  place  at  the  age  of  one  month,  the  second  at  eignt 
months,  and  Doth  died  ;  one  from  gangrene  of  the  mouth,  the  other 
from  a  species  of  muguet.  He  had  himself  operated  once  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  months  and  his  patient  also  died.  On  the  other  hand  hav- 
ing for  a  long  time  followed  the  pervioe  of  Antoine  Duhois,  he  had 
often  witnessed  the  happy  results  of  his  cases,  and  never  saw  death 
follow  in  any  of  them.  A.  Duhois  operated  very  seldom  hefore  the 
fifth  year,  more  frequently  still  later  than  &at. 

M.  Gosselin.  I  desire  to  respond  to  the  wishes  of  our  coUeagoe 
hy  reporting  the  facts  which  I  have  witnessed,  and  the  impressions 
which  they  have  made.  Conforming  to  the  desire  expressed  hy  M. 
DenonvDlers,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  consideration  of  simple 
unilateral  hare-lip.  My  own  operations  upon  infants  at  the  hreast 
are  six  in  number ;  three  during  the  first  week  after  birth,  and  three 
between  the  fifth  and  sixth  months.  Of  the  first  three  upon  which  I 
operated  at  Cochin  Hospital,  two  died  of  convulsions  before  the 
tenth  day,  the  third  upon  which  I  operated  at  the  Clineque  Hos- 
pital had  the  lip  cut  by  the  thread,  and  complete  disunion  followed. 

At  the  side  of  these  cases  I  can  place  two  others  in  which  the  ope- 
ration was  likewise  made  during  the  first  week  by  M.  Boux,  which 
I  saw  at  Hotel  Dieu  ;  one  of  these  died  of  convulsions,  and  in  the 
other  there  was  loss  of  substance  at  the  lip,  and  incomplete  reunion. 

Among  the  three  infants  upon  whom  I  operated  after  the  fifth 
month,  all  of  whom  were  quite  robust  and  had  good  nurses,  I  had 
neither  accident  nor  death.  Two  of  them  were  perfectly  cured.  In 
the  third  case  there  was  at  first,  union,  but  at  the  commencement 
of  the  fifth  day  the  whole  was  torn  asunder  by  the  crying  of  the  in- 
fant, provoked,  perhaps,  by  the  retentive  apparatus  which  I  had 
thought  best  to  apply.  I  should  add  that  the  reunion  was  made 
secondarily  from  above  downward,  and  that  in  the  end  there  only 
remained  a  slight  notch. 

The  first  impression  which  the  facts  have  made  upon  my  mind, 
is  that  the  operation  performed  immediately  after  birth  is  much 
more  likely  to  be  followed  by  death  than  if  it  were  made  between  the 
fifth  and  seventh  months. 

I  am  then  a  partisan  of  the  operation  upon  the  infant  while  at  the 
breast ;  but  at  present  I  never  advise  it  before  the  fifth  month,  that 
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b  to  ny  after  the  period  when  we  may  reasonaUy  hope  the 
Uknt  wiU  live.  And  when  it  has  become  accnstomed  to  the  nourish* 
■mt  intended  to  he  given  it.  I  insist  especially  upon  having  a 
good  none*  and  that  the  infant  shall  have  become  accostomed  to 
kernUk. 

Aj  to  the  cares  which  it  is  necessary  to  take  after  the  operation, 

BT  experience  has  led  me  to  the  following  conclusions  : 

1st.  It  ia  important  that  the  thread  be  changed  every  day.  I  have 

omitted  this  precaution,  and  it  has  happened  to  me,  as  to 

skin  drawn  between  the  thread  and  the  pins  has  been 

two,  ulcerated,  sphacilatcd,  either  suppurative  inflammation 

diminion  has  taken  place,  or  the  solutions  of  continuity  have 

I  and  deformity. 

9L  I  iniiist  that  the  infant  shall  be  well  nourished  and  be  placed 
m  ^TOFable  hygienic  circumstances. 

Sd.  When  all  the  means  of  union  ai^  withdrawn  I  am  especially 
flBifol  to  provide  against  the  effects  of  crying,  which  I  do  not  how- 
mm  Attempt  to  suppress,  by  strips  of  diachylon  placed  over  the  lips, 
■■r  bj  any  kind  of  bandage  which  could  irritate  and  cause  the  infant 
to  07.  I  do  not  fear  to  give  it  a  syrup  of  poppy,  with  such  pre- 
OHtions  as  are  requi^sitc  in  such  young  children. 

SL  Denonvilliers  examined  the  origin  of  the  doctrine  at  present 
m  the  aaoendant.     Formerly  the  principle  of  the  late  operation  had 
hmm  adopted  for  the  simple  hare-lip.     But  all  at  once  a  careful  mo- 
mmr  had   appeared  emanating  from  a  wise  and  prudent  surgeon, 
cotninii^  but  a  few  operations  it  is  true,  but  these  all  followed  by 
■Boeeoa.      Quickly  opinion  changed,  everybody  was  carried  away, 
■■i  orarj  one  commenced  at  once  to  operate  on  simple  cases  of 
Wn-lip  immediately  after  birth.      However,   new  facts  have  been 
yrodnoed,  and  as  each  one  comes  to  furnish  the  result  of  his  obser- 
valiofis  we  learn  things  altogether  unexpected. 
M.  Danyan  :  4  operations,  3  successful,  1  death. 
M-  Richard ;  2        „  1        „  1    „ 

He  had  seen  two  other  unfortunate  cases. 
M.  Gosnelin.    Three  operations,  1  sncccRsful,  2  deaths. 
M.  Cloqoet  had  seen  two  infants  operated  upon  while  very  young, 
md  both  died.     He  had  himself  lost  one  case  operated  upon  at  fif- 
IKB  months. 

A  Professor  of  the  Ecole  had  seen  one  young  infant  die  under  the 
■pcration. 
Bonx  had  lost  two  infants  in  like  circumstances. 
Blandia  after  following  awhile  the  method  of  M.  Paul  Dubois, 
tad  abandoned  it. 

M.  Cloqoet  has  f:hown  us  the  happy  results  of  the  practice  of  An- 
toiae  Dnbois,  and  he  operated  late  ou  simple  ca^cs. 

M.  Gnersant  has  not  lost  any  case  of  simple  hare-lip  in  infants 
apoatad  on  soon  after  birth .  but  in  complicated  cases  death  is  the 
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M.  Micbon  is  of  the  wme  opinioii.     '   ^ 

This  examination  is  very  inetnictiire.  It  showB  tie  ten  eaeee  of 
morUdity  in  a  comparatively  smaH  number  of  operations  ;  it  shows 
that  the  early  operation  is  far  more  dangerous  than  has  been  sop- 
posed. 

M.  Denonvilliers  was  very  mnch  surprised  Aat  M.  P.  Dubois  liad 
never  observed  either  cutting  of  the  lips  of  the  wound  by  the  sutuns , 
ulcerations  nor  suppumtions  from  the  passage  of  the  needles ;  while 
his  colleagues,  Messrs.  Nelaton,  Yelpeau  and  Lcqgier  were  unaal* 
mous  in  declaring  their  frequence ;  and  that  not  <mly  in  the  ymf 
young  child  but  also  in  the  adult  M.  Denonvilliers  who  had  him* 
self  performed  a  great  number  of  operations  requiring  sutures  npoA 
the  face  in  subjects  of  all  ages,  had  always  seen  the  pins  mak 
through  the  skin,  and  their  openings  ulcerate,  and  suppurate,  when- 
ever they  remained  more  than  three  days  in  place,  sometimes  there 
was  even  a  section  complete,  and  gangrene  more  or  less,  extensive 
-of  the  flaps.  Such  aoj^idents  especially  were  likdy  to  ensue  when 
Uie  parts  were  isolated  in  a  bridge -liiro  manner,  but  also  took  plaoO 
when  the  soft  parts  were  well  sustained  and  exempt  from  stretching. 
-He  thought  it  best,  therefore,  to  remove  all  our  means  of  union  aa 
early  as  the  12th,  24th  or  86th  hour. 

lihe  discussion  has  shown  that  there  is  little  accord  among  sur- 
geons as  to  the  most  favorable  period  for  operating ;  for  while  some 
(Lenior  Danyau)  operate  in  a  mw  days  afterbirth,  H.  Goslin  waita 
until  the  sixUi  month,  M.  Michon  the  fifteenth,  and  M.  Ghiersant 
establishes  three  periods.  Various  considerations  should  be  taken 
into  account  in  estimating  the  value  of  these  opinions.  Age  is  an 
element  which  includes  the  state  of  constitution,  habits  and  mode 
of  life.  There  is  sometimes  invoke  in  favor  of  the  early  operetion 
a  pretended  vitality  which  is  more  considerable  in  very  young  chil- 
dren, the  tissues  being  more  tender  and  vascular.  But  these  consid- 
erations, far  from  being  favorable  to  the  early  operation,  appear  to 
discourage  it,  for  they  favor  the  section  of  the  lips  of  the  wound, 
and  hemorrhage — two  accidents  the  most  formidable. 

As  to  the  greater  tendency  to  union  in  infants,  it  is  admitted  by 
everybody,  but  is  nowhere  demonstrated,  or  at  least  nothing  proves 
that  it  diminishes  with  age.  The  face  is  preeminently  the  seat  of 
union  immediate,  it  takes  place  among  old  persons  as  among  adults, 
and  with  them  as  ready  as  in  infants.  It  cannot,  tberefore,  be  in- 
voke in  favor  of  the  early  operation. 

The  cries  and  agitations  of  the  child  are  of  much  importance,  and 
although  these  can  perhaps  be  better  controlled  soon  af^er  birth,  this 
can  be  equally  well  accomplished  up  to  the  sixth  month. 

The  operative  procedures  are  of  great  weight,  and  we  have  already 
seen  that  M.  P.  Dubois  loosens  the  sutures,  and  renews  the  threads 
every  day  ;  precautions  which  peihaps  enable  him  to  leave  the  nee- 
dles remain  in  place  three  or  four  days.  It  would  no  doubt  be  pre- 
ferable to  not  introduce  foreign  bodies  into  the  wounds  themselves, 
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halt  to  mi<i(pt  a  procedure  which  consists  in  placing  the  threads  at  a 
OBrtain  distance  from,  and  parallel  with  the  bleeding  lipfl,  and  then 
fMtening  them  with  bandlets  of  caontchouc  placed  npon  two  faces  of 
tkelip. 

M.  Nelaton  on  his  part  has  very  happily  modified  the  mode  of 
fDnbing  the  dependant  flaps,  and  oonsidcringthit  the  division  of  the 
tittoes  is  moch  to  be  apprehended  in  the  new-bom  child,  he  with- 
4nws  the  needles  after  the  end  of  twelve  hours. 

To  sum  np — 1st.  It  is  improper  to  operate  on  the  simplest  case 
•f  hare-lip  soon  after  birth,  because  the  infant  is  tlien  too  feeble ; 
fcwpge  the  tissnes  are  too  soft ;  because  hemorrhagtMs  to  \ie  appre- 
knded  ;  and  because  children  often  die  in  the  early  months.  The 
Milj  operation  can  only  be  justified  by  the  superior  beauty  of  its 
lanlta,  which  are  not  sufficiently  well  proven. 

2d.  It  is  beat  to  wait  until  the  sixth  or  seventh  month,  because 
tka  tissues  are  then  firm,  less  easily  divide<l,  less  vascular  ,*  children 
wm  more  robnst,  and  have  already  escaped  the  dangers  of  early  mor- 
tality. 

Sd.  We  should,  as  far  as  possible,  adopt  the  procedure  of  M. 
Sdaton,  or  at  least  the  principle  of  leaving  in  place  as  short  a  time 
■i  po9Bible  the  means  of  reunion. 

If  this  age  should  be  passed  the  operation  should  then  be  deferred 
iBTil  the  sixth  or  seventh  year. 

M.  Guersant  had  but  two  remarks  to  make  : 
Int.  It  is  true  that  the  early  operation  had  often  been  the  occasion 
of  death,  but  was  not  this  causeil  by  the  moilc  of  nourishing  the  in- 
fut  ?  For  his  part  he  never  consented  to  perform  such  an  ojjera- 
lioii  unless  the  mother  would  lierself  agree  to  nurse  her  child.  It 
woold  be  interesting  to  examine  the  cases  of  mortality  and  see  how 
MMikj  of  the  children  ha^l  been  artificially  nourisheil. 

2d.  3^1.  Deuunvilliers  in  speaking  of  the  operative  manipulations 
had  greatly  prair^ed  the  method  of  Nolaton  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
mhten  ;  for  his  part  he  had  often  used  the  elastic  sutuies  of  Rigal, 
lad  found  it  to  answer  very  well. 

He  was  gratified  that  he  had  been  the  means  of  bringing  on  this 
£aciifrsion,  for  as  to  the  age  when  it  would  be  best  to  operate  in 
complicated  cases  his  opinion  was  undccideti.  He  ^ihould  not  oper- 
fli  on  the  case  which  had  l>ccn  prcsentcil  until  the  sixth  month. 
TWt  age  appeared  to  him  favorable,  because  many  children  died 
ifODCABeouNly  during  the  first  months  after  biith. 

IL  Cioquet.  Every  one  has  ob>»erved  the  ulcerations  and  slittings 
cnseJ  by  the  sutures.  To  prevent  this  I  have  long  been  accus- 
lomei  not  to  change  the  threads,  but  to  oarly  withdraw  the  pins, 
kaving  the  agglutinateil  threa<ls  one  or  two  days  in  place.  Ihese 
protect  the  wound,  and  prevent  the  scperation  of  the  united 
e*. 

M.  Gossclin.      M.  Guersant  in  speaking  of  the  necessity  of 
~  ihing  tlie  infant  at  the  breast  of  its  mother  has  introduced  a 


?Tiastiaii  ol  much  imporUnoe.  Two  of  die  ohOdraii  of  wIiom  detdi 
have  ipokeii  were  nonriBhed  artificiallj.  Tide  ie  anoUier  vbmoii  for 
deferriog  the  operation,  for  at  the  end  of  five  or  six  months  the  child 
wOl  have  become  accnstomed  to  its  method  of  nourishment 

As  to  the  procedares  of  M.  Nelaton  thej  are  certainlj  of  ^^reat 
utility,  but  nnforionately  they  /ue  only  appUoaUe  in  exoeptioiial 


For  the  present  the  oraee  of  death  after  this  operation 
uncertain.  We  cannot  attribute  it  to  the  pain  for  it  qnicUy  siibsides» 
neither  to  convnlsions,  sinoe  they  do  not  appear  nntil  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day ;  and  besides  both  convulsions  and  pain  are  somedmaa 
wanting,  and  yet  the  patient  will  snocomb  gradnally,  or  as  a  rerab 
of  enteritis.  He  had  obeerved  that  infants  swallow  the  blood,  plea- 
tic  lymph,  pus,  and  aitere  saliva  by  snddng  the  wuond.  Xheee 
liqnids  introduced  into  the  digestive  tube  occasion  enter^tia,  and  a 
sort  of  intoxication.  Ete  thought  the  apparatus  of  Ooyraid 
intended  to  prevent  the  infant  from  snddng  the  wound  ;  a  luippy 
contrivance. 

M.  Denonvillers.  I  believe  the  method  of  Nelaton  applicable  in 
many  more  cases  than  has  been  supposed.  As  to  thedisadvanUun 
of  which  M.  €K)8selin  has  spoken!  cannot  agree  with  him.  Far 
from  Decking  to  destroy  the  small  prolongation  which  passes  beyond 
the  lip  I  bhould  wish  to  preserve  it  as  a  natural  means  of  union  sa 
cases  where  the  superior  sutures  (ail. 
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XEBTIKQ  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATIOH. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Detroit  Daily  Free  Frees,  for  a  report  of 
the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Medical  Association ;  for  which 
the  Editor  of  that  excellent  paper  will  please  to  accept  our  thanks. 

It  appears  that  the  members  fared  sumptuously,  and  were  treated 
in  the  most  coorteons  manner  by  their  brethren  of  the  North.  An 
excursion  of  pleasure  in  a  splendid  lake  steamer,  and  social  enter- 
tainments, were  agreeably  interepersed  with  the  Sessions  of  the 
Association ;  so  that  the  time  of  the  strangers  passed  as  gently 
away  as  the  breeze  on  the  placid  bosom  of  the  crystal  lake.  The 
address  of  Prof.  G.  B.  Wood  on  retiring  from  the  chair,  touched 
many  points  of  intei'est  to  the  Members  of  the  Association ;  but  we 
have  not  room  to  give  more  than  a  brief  extract,  relating  to  the 
code  of  Ethics. 
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«■  A  great  benefit  conferred  npon  the  Profession  by  the  Associa- 
twa  was  the  preparation  and  adoption  of  a  code  of  Jlbdieal  Ethics. 
I  need  not  saj  to  you,  that  this  code  is  merely  an  expression  of  tha 
great  principles  of  truth,  justice,  and  honor,  in  their  application  to 
tke  relations  of  physicians  to  one  another,  their  patients  and  the 
ffnbUc.  It  is  the  voice  of  wisdom  and  experience  speaking  from 
tke  paat,  and  meets  a  ready  response  in  the  breast  of  everjf  man  <^ 
ftKm  heart,  MOund  judgment,  and  upright  principles.  Should  any 
ane  fad  a  repugnance  to  its  rules  rising  up  within  him,  let  him 
■fleet  whether  this  may  not  spring  from  some  evil  source  in  himeelf, 
vkedier  it  may  not  result  more  from  an  unwUlingness  to  make  a 
Sttia  personal  sacrifice  in  compliance  with  them,  than  from  a 
anwcientions  conviction  of  their  injustice.  Which  is  more  likely  to 
be  tme,  the  nnbiaeed  judgment  of  the  wisest  and  most  experienced 
et  the  profession,  or  an  individual  opinion  which  may  be  at  least 
laspected  of  a  selfish  origin  ?  A  becoming  modesty  would  lead 
Um  to  suspect  that  the  fault  might  be  in  himself,  and  a  becoming 
inrit  to  search  in  his  own  heart  for  the  root  of  the  evil,  and  to 
|Mek  it  out  if  discovered. 

**  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  full  observance  of  these  rules,  would 
Ind  more  than  any  one  thing  else  to  maintain  harmony  in  the 
■rofcasion,  and  to  elevate  it  in  the  public  esteem.  It  would  render 
tmpossible  those  unseemly  disputes,  founded  on  petty  jealousies,  and 
iqipofied  opposition  of  interests,  which  are  so  apt  to  expose  us  as 
a  body  to  obloquy  or  ridicule.  A  copy  of  the  code  should  be  put 
iato  the  hands  of  every  young  man  about  to  enter  upon  the  practice 
of  medicine,  with  the  urgent  advice  that  he  should  make  it  the  guide 
of  his  professional  life  ;  that  he  should  not  only  regulate  his  conduct 
in  conibrmity  with  its  precepts,  but  should  educate  his  heart  into 
a  real  preference  for  them." 

The  revolutionary  resolutions  ofifered  by  Prof.  Gross,  should  be 
ad  considered  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Are  we  prepared  to  extinguish  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  content 
oondves  to  live,  perpetually,  in  the  reflections  of  the  moon ;  or  be 
sibject  to  the  monopoly  of  a  gas  company  for  the  light  of  science  ? 
We  hope  to  answer  in  the  negative,  next  May. 


Under  the  head  of  Proceedings  of  Societies  will  be  found  a 
valuable  paper  read  before  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Society  by 
Dr.  Kejt.  The  discussion  on  the  paper,  which  was  very  in- 
Kractive,  has  not  been  received ;  except  the  remarks  of  Professor 
Blackman.  This  omission  we  regret,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  supply 
it  in  oar  next  number. 
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Oor  snlsoriben  will  please  to  notioe  their  bills,  endoeed  In 

tile  present  nteber.    Those  who  have  not  paid  for  the  last  volume 

';  401  find  their  dnes  for  two  years  added  in  the  same  bill.  We  hope 

^ffltitj  will  find  it  convenient  to  forward  the  mooej  without  dday* 

ia  it  is  necessary  to  *'  oil  onr  maohinery''  oiten  to  keep  the  wheda 

in  motion.  

A  NKW  MEDICAL  JOURVAL. 

The  first  number  of  '*Th$  Zouiiville  Review,'^  is  on  onr  table.  It 
is  a  bi-monthly  Jonmal  of  practical  Medicine  and  Surgery ;  edited 
by  8.  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  and  T.  G.  Bichardson,  M.  D.,  and  pablished 
by  Hall  and  Brother,  Lonisville,  Ey.  Terms  98  00  per  annum  in 
advance.  It  is  printed  on  good  paper,  and  in  every  way  is  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  typographic  Art  From  the  excellence  of  ita 
original  matter — ^its  copious  reviews  and  its  spirited  editorials,  we 
infer  that  it  is  to  be  a  high  Umed — ^first  class  Jonmal.  It  afforda 
us  much  pleasure  to  receive  the  review  in  exchange  for  the  Lancet. 


XABBISD. 

May  6tb,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brooks,  Prof.  Samuel  O.  Armor,  of  the  Ohio 
Medical  College,  to  Miss  Mary  M.  daughter  of  C.  B.  Holcomb,  of  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

In  days  of  yore,  the  men  of  old. 

With  sturdy  limbs  and  eonrage  bold, 

Thick  maird  in  steel  ne  er  shunned  a  strife 

With  love,  the  prise — the  haiard,  life. 

In  these  wild  games  where  swords  or  spears, 
Decided  soon  the  fate  of  years, 
Some  Lady's  smile  nerr'd  in  the  ftray, 
The  conquering  hero  of  the  day; 
And  bless'd  him  with  a  '*  virgin  sone,'' 
As  Hymen  join'd  the  twain  in  one. 

From  strifes  like  these  great  Caste's  aspire, 
To  trace  descent  from  some  brave  sire, 
Whose  deeds  of  yalor  won  the  fair, 
And  thus,  a  nation,  for  an  heir. 

But  who  can  sing — what  Prophet  see 
The  coming  race  that  springs  from  thee, 
Thou  conquering  fair  who  fought  and  won 
Before  thy  Armor  was  put  on? 
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froper  treatment  of  Dyeentery.    By  Wm.  H.  Houston, 

M.  D.,  Urbana,  Ohio. 

If  tbere  is  any  one  fact  connected  with  the  subject  of  med- 
le,  betttfplbtablished  and  more  generally  admitted  than 
aotlier,  it  is,  that  pathological  knowledge  is  the  basis  of  all 
mienHfie  treatment  of  disease.  And  herein  the  Regular  Pro- 
fiewion  stands  in  striking  contrast  with  all  the  yarious  sys- 
tems of  quackery  that  have  eyer  been  invented  by  ignorant 
or  designing  pretenders  of  the  healing  art ;  and  by  this  test 
the  true  eeientific  physician  is  readily  distinguished  from  the 
igmorant  quack  and  the  mere  routine  vender  of  pills  and  po- 


Take  for  example,  Homoeopathy,  that  boastful  and  paradox- 
ical system  which  has  for  the  chief  corner  stone  of  its  base- 
kss  fabric,  the  maxim,  that  the  lese  the  cauee  the  greater  the 
^ed  produeedj  and  what  necessity  is  there,  according  to  this 
lystem  of  delusion,  for  any  knowledge  of  the  causes,  remote 
cr  proximate,  of  any  disease  whatever  ?  According  to  this 
pjstem,  every  disease  has  certain  peculiar,  diagnostic,  or 
ckaraeieristie  symptoms,  and  each  article  of  the  '^  Materia 
Meiiea  Pura'*  when  given  to  a  person  in  a  state  of  health 
irodiices  symptoms  peculiar  to  itself.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
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^  H'  tftat  a  case  of  disease  Homoepaihieally,  all  that  is  necessary 
*   '   18^  detenqpAwhat  the  ruling  symptoms  are,  and  then  ad- 
^-^&n]0ter.tbi^  medicine  which  produces  corresponding  syvp- 
t^vjU^  in  the  healthy  subject.    Nov  it  i^obyipus,  aceordiog  to 
^  '  ihis  theory  a  very  small  amoufti  of  medical  knowledge  is  suf- 
ficient in  order  to  practice  Homodopathy ;  and  accordinglj 
we  find  laymen  and  laywomen  armed  with  their  vials  of  Hom- 
oeopathic globules  and  symptom  hooky  prescribing  for  cases 
with  all  that  presumption  which  vanity  and  ignorance  never 
fail  to  inspire.     The  old  adage  that  "  a  little  learning  is  a 
A  dangerous  thing,"  is  rejected,  and  another  substituted,  which 
V  declares  that  the  ^^  thirtieth  dilution'^  is  more  valuable  than  a 
full  dose.     According  to  their  own  showing,  any  old  lady  who 
oan  determine  the  ruling  symptoms  of  a  case,  and  who  has 
progressed  far  enough  to  be  able  to  read  the  9ympUyfn  hooky 
is  just  as  good  a  homoeopathic  doctor,  as  Hahnemann  him- 
self.    And  this  •is  the  heauiifvl  system  whi#i  clwns  th^^ 
confidence  and  boasts  the  patronage  of  a  portion  of  the  eliU 
of  our  cities  and  villages.     If  ignorance  is  bliss,  the  homoeo- 
pathic brotherhood  must  be  supremely  happy. 

As  with  quack  symptoms,  so  it  is  with  quack  remedies, 
they  know  nothing  of  the  exact  pathological  condition  of  the 
patient.  It  is  not  that  among  the  flood  of  nostrums  which 
deluges  the  country,  there  are  more  which  profess  medical 
virtues,  that  we  object  to  them,  but  it  is  because  they  are  pre- 
scribed for  names  or  symptoms  of  disease,  without  knowing 
what  the  condition  of  the  patient  is  which  gives  rise  to  these 
mere  manifestations  of  the  real  disease,  and  without  any  re- 
gard whatever  to  the  various  complications  and  peculiarities  of 
each  case.  Suppose  for  instance,  we  admit  that  Ayrea' 
Cherry  Pectoral  is  a  good  preparation,  does  it  follow  that  it 
can  be  prescribed  and  taken  with  advantage,  or  even  with  im- 
punity, by  persons  who  know  nothing  of  the  nature  of  dis- 
eases or  of  remedies  ? 

Arsenic,  strychnine,  and  prussic  acid  are  good  remedies ; 
but  who  ever  thinks  of  taking  these  articles  without  the  ad- 


HoufliOH  on  Dy$enterjf.  389 

liee  of  a  phyaician?  And  yet  there  would  be  ,••  much  pro- 
priety in  taking  strychnine,  araeniCy  or  prussic  acid  without 
the  adTice  of  a  well-informed  physician,  merely  because  they 
IK  good  medicines,  as  there  is  in  taking  Ayres'  Cherry  Pec- 
toral or  any  other  quack  nostrum,  without  such  advice.  Aye, 
tbere  would  be  more  propriety,  for  with  one  case  the  patient 
knows  what  he  is  taking,  and  in  the  other  he  does  not. 

Prescribing  for  names  or  symptoms  of  disease,  requires  so 
Iitde  labor  of  investigation  that  even  regular  physicians  are 
pnae  to  fall  into  this  evil  habit«  But  it  should  be  remembered 
tbat  the  treatment  of  any  disease  (however  successful)  which 
i%  not  baaed  upon  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  pathological 
eoBdition  of  the  part  affected,  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
CBpiricisnu 

Ib  those  diseases  the  pathology  of  which  is  not  understood, 
lad  in  those  only,  is  such  empiricism  justifiable. 

It  aeems  not  a  little  singular  that  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
finoon  are  united  as  one  man  in  asserting  that  dysentery  is 
wm,  inflammatory  affection  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
eolan,  there  should  be  such  a  variety  of  views  in  regard  to  the 
proptr  method  of  treatment.  There  being  such  an  entire  unani* 
■itj  in  regard  to  the  pathology  of  this  affection,  we  should  ex- 
pact  to  find  a  similar  agreement  in  regard  to  the  proper  mode 
fif  tremtmenL 

The  discrepancy  which  exists  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
^M  affection,  doubtless  had  its  origin  in  the  pernicious  habit 
Mere  alluded  to,  viz :  of  proscribing  for  names  or  symp^ 
Uai  without  stopping  to  inquire  minutely  into  each  case,  and 
ateertaining  if  possible  what  the  exact  condition  of  the  sys- 
loi  is  which  gives  rise  to  all  the  prominent  and  obvious  symp- 
loBs  present  in  each  individual  case. 

Post  mortem  examinations  of  dysenteric  subjects  prove  be- 
jead  the  possibility  of  a  doubt  that  the  essential  nature  of 
tke  disease  u  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
eskoL  In  order  therefore,  to  treat  the  disease  in  accordance 
vsk  the  prineiples  of  true  science,  it  is  necessary  to  know 
tiaeClj  lAat  we  are  to  understand  by  the  term  ^^inflaitaiar 


i 
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tion ;"  for  raifB8  we  have  clear  and  definite  ideas  in  regard 
^  the  nator^f  iuflammation,  from  its  incipiency  to  its  ful 

^  jitevdopmenty  and  also  are  familiar  with  the  causes  which  pro** 
^  dnce  it,  we  gain  no  additional  knowledge  by  substituting  the 
term  *'  inflammation,"  for  the  term  ^*  dysentery." 

Inflammation  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  being  but  a  simple 
step  from  a  state  of  health ;  it  is  as  is  well  known  the  third 
stage  of  a  morbid  process  which  commencing  in  a  vei^  slight 
departure  from  a  state  of  health  often  ends  in  the  total  de- 
struction of  the  part.  The  first  stage  is  that  of  simple  rafl-- 
cular  excitement.  When  an  impression  that  is  competent  to 
arouse  inflammatory  action  is  made  on  a  part,  the  nervouM 
tissue  of  the  part  is  the  first  to  take  cogizanee  of  the  injury ; 
the  impression  thus  made  on  the  sentient  extremities  of  the 
nerTCS  is  communicated  to  the  nervous  centre,  and  a  reflex 
action  is  transmitted  to  the  yascular  tissue  of  the  part,  which 
is  aroused  to  increased  action,  and  a  determination  of  blood 
ensues,  the  effect  of  which  is  an  increase  of  the  healthy 
function  of  the   part  implicated.     If  the  natural  function  of 

'  the  part  is  secretion,  that  action  is  increased,  but  not  neees^ 
sarily  perverted.  If  the  ofiending  cause  be  removod  by  med- 
ication, the  over-action  that  it  has  induced  may  subside,  and 
the  part  return  to  a  state  of  health  ;  or  the  increase  of  the 
natural  function  may  of  itself  be  suflScient  to  remove  the  ex- 
citing cause,  and  the  part  may  thus  be  permitted  to  resume  its 
natural  healthy  function  without  the  interference  of  art. 
But  if  the  exciting  cause  remains,  and  in  some  cases  although 
it  be  removed,  the  action  that  it  has  induced  does  not  abate, 
but  advances  to  the  second  stage,  that  of  "  active  conges- 
tion." In  this  stage  there  is  not  only  a  greater  amount  of 
blood  sent  to  the  scat  of  disease  than  in  the  healthy  state,  butr 
the  circulation  in  the  part  itself  becomes  slower  than  in  a  state 
of  health ;  exudation  is  not  only  more  copious  than  in  the 
previous  stage  but  becomes  perverted.  Even  in  this  stage,  if 
the  exciting  cause  be  removed,  the  unheathy  action  maf/  sub- 
side, and  the  part  return  to  its  normal  condition.  But  if  not 
thutf  relieved  the  third  stage  ensues.    In  the  third  stage  the 
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arteriftl  excitement  ia  still  further  increased,  a  greater  amoant 
ttf  blood  is  directed  to  the  part  than  in  the  proceeding  stage, 
iriiile  at  the  same  time  the  circulation  in  the  affected  part  is 
iaqteded  to  such  a  degree  as  to  amount  to  almost  complete 
stagnation ;  the  natural  function  of  the  part  is  either  entirely 
sospended  or  greatly  perverted,  and  true  inflammation  is  fully 
established. 

A  question  might  arise  here  as  to  whether  dysentery  in- 
dsdes  these  three  separate  and  distinct  stages,  or  whether 
the  term  is  applicable  only  to  fully  developed  inflammation  of 
^  mncoos  membrane  of  the  colon. 

If,  howeyer,  we  lose  sight  of  mere  name9^  and  are  careful 
l»  aeeertain  what  has  produced  the  attack,  and  also  to  inter- 
pret the  symptoms  present  in  each  case  in  accordance  with 
ismd  principles,  it  matters  not,  so  far  as  treatment  is  con- 
Mmed,  which  of  these  views  we  adopt. 

If  we  have  a  case  that  presents  symptoms  which  indicate 
WBtfSLj  simple  vascular  excitement,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
to  those  means  which  are  known  to  be  most  effectual  in 

ftbatting  fully  developed  inflammation.  And,  on  the  other 
bsnd,  if  the  symptoms  indicate  that  true  inflammation  is  fully 
irveloped,  we  should  not  rely  solely  on  those  measures  which 
wn  sofficient  to  allay  simple  vascular  excitement,  or  remove 
active  congestion. 

If  the  attack  has  been  caused  by  irritating  substances  ap- 
|Eed  directly  to  the  mucous  membrane,  and  if  they  are  still 
letained,  the  removal  of  such  offending  substances  by  mild 
kxatives,  and  'the  subsequent  administration  of  anodynes  te 
iBay  the  irritation  which  has  been  produced,  will  be  the  pro- 
per coarse  to  pursue.  If  however,  wo  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  offending  substances  have  already  been  removed,  we 
Bay  dispense  with  the  use  of  evacuants,  and  successfully 
smbat  the  disease  with  anodynes  alone.  If  the  attack  has 
apervened  in  consequence  of  a  checked  state  of  the  perspi- 
MUvry  apparatus,  the  exhibition  of  those  remedies  which  are 
iJaJated  to  produce  a  determination  of  blood  te  the  surface, 
wtA  as  Doifif^a  powder,  or  opium  andipecacnanha,  the  warm 
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bath  and  external  reTuIsions  will  be  proper ;  the  object  bang 
to  restore  the  healthy  action  of  the  ftkin  and  allay  the  irrita- 
>tion  of  the  bowels. 

The  same  cause  that  has  operated  to  disorder  the  perspira- 
tory fiinction  may  have  produced  derangement  of  the  livery 
and  in  that  case  the  addition  of  some  preparation  of  merciuy 
will  be  highly  important.  If  the  excitement  of  the  pulse  and 
the  febrile  disturbance  of  the  system^lead  us  to  infer  that  inflaoi- 
mation  is  fully  deyeloped,  we  should  adrance  a  step  furtheVy 
and  begin  our  treatment  with  general  or  local  bloodletting,  or 
perhaps  both,  to  be  followed  by  nauseants,  laxativea,  anodynea, 
revulsives,  and  if  necessary,  mercurials. 

Thus,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  true  scienee, 
should  we  treat  this  disease,  instead  of  engaging  in  a  vain 
search  for  a  single  remedy  or  a  single  prescription  to  meet 
various  and  often  opposite  indications. 

If  however,  we  were  reetricted  to  the  use  of  a  single  reme- 
dy in  treating  this  disease,  I  would  take  opium  in  preference 
to  any  other  remedial  agent  known  to  the  Profession.  And 
why  ?  Not  because  opium  is  a  more  potent  antiphlogistic 
than  the  lancet,  but  because  it  is  competent  to  fulfill  a  greater 
number  of  indications  which  are  always  present  in  dysentery 
than  any  other  single  article  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  It 
allays  the  nervous  irritation,  produces  a  determination  of  blood 
to  the  surface  of  the  body,  quiets  the  spasmodic  action  of  the 
bowels,  relieves  the  distressing  'pain  and  tenesmus,  and  ihui 
affords  an  opportunity  for  the  system  in  virtue  of  its  inherent 
powers  to  oveccome  the  morbid  action  which  constitutes  the 
disease. 

But  as  we  are  not  thus  limited  to  the  use  of  a  single  re- 
medial agent,  I  would  not,  highly  as  I  value  it  in  the  treat- 
ment of  dysentery,  confine  myself  to  the  use  of  even  opium 
alone,  but  would  resort,  as  the  indications  should  seem  to  re- 
quire, to  general  and  local  bloodletting,  nauseants,  mercurials^ 
laxatives,  anpdynesi  diaphoretieB,  and  revulsives. 
f 
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Om  PerwdieUff^  InUrmiltency  or  RemiUency  of  Di$eiue,    By 
Ab&ax  Livbzet,  a.  M.y  M.  D.,  Lumberville,  Pa. 

HO.  in.      TTPHtra  and  typhoid,  OB  BTfTERIC  FEVBR. 

Having  shown  in  the  preyions  article  that  simple  and  bili- 
OSB  remittent  fevers  are  but  modifications  of  the  intermittent, 
ifllnenced  by  locality,  season,  habit  and  predisposition ;  it 
obIj  remains  to  prove  that  the  diseases  nnder  consideration 
memble  each  other,  are  from  like  causes  ivith  the  remittent, 
an  remittent  and  not  continued,  though  called  such,  (all  in- 
Crectly  admitted  facts,)  and  are  promptly  amenable  to  the 
nme  treatment,  and  far  more  successfully  managed  thereby. 
la  other  words,  we  hold,  that  the  various  fevers  spoken  of  by 
odiorB  such  as  typhus,  typhoid,  nervous,  jail,  ship,  hospital, 
d  id  genu9  amnej  are  mere  modifications  of  remittent,  inten- 
■ied  in  their  localisms  of  a  general  febrile  disturbance  of  the 
loUlitj  of  the  system  ;  that  their  several  aspects  only  mark 
lie  continually  increasing  preponderance  of  the  electrical 
Rale  (depression);  and  that  all  arise  from  a  common  cause, 
vUcb  is  the  only  defensible  and  rational  doctrine. 

la  reference  to  the  remittency  of  continued  (?)  fever,  we 
Isre  the  expression  of  Hippocrates,  that  '^  the  fever  increases 
inly  «nd  has  exacerbations."  Cullen,  too,  observes,  that  ''in 
a  long  coarse  of  practice  I  have  never  seen  a  continent  fever 
is  supposed  to  consist  of  one  paroxysm  only."  Is  not 
medical  man,  with  any  observation  and  experience,  wili- 
ng to  admit  the  same  ?  Says  Dr.  Clark  in  "  Observations  on 
Pfvcn^*'  before  quoted,  ''in  continued  fever  alleviation  and 
oaeerbrntion  may  always  be  perceived — ^that  all  fevers  of  this 
tjpe  soffer  an  exacerbation  towards  night  and  that  therefore 
k  ia  the  nature  of  every  fever  to  remit."  And  further,  he 
that  ^  continued  fevers  do  not  differ  more  from  the  re- 
than  the  remittent  from  the  intermittent  The  fre- 
famt  changes  into  each  other,  show  them  to  be  of  the  same 
pana."  Prof.  6.  B.  Wood  even  is  constrained  to  admit,  what 
I  hare  often  observed,  that  "  enteric  fever  occasionally  ends 
ia  iBleBiBil>spl»"  that  oftentimes  when  convalescent,  ^  a  fe- 
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tarile  panttjim  appetfs  etidry  daj  ftbdoqiioiisiwettseiMMit 
Bight,"  and  that  '^hHions  feren  sometilnet  show  signs  of  en- 
teric ferer  during  their  pcogrosa/'  Hence  we  can  boldly  de- 
clare that  we  hare  never  had,  nor  can  no  more  hare  a  c(mlm' 
tKMtt  paroxysm  or  febrile  distnrbance  in  the  hnman  organisniy 
than  we  can  havcy  in  the  domains  of  nature^  »  continsed 
tempest;  storm  or  earthquake. 

If  we  take  the  symptoms  of  these  ferers,  as  described  in 
these  books,  instead  of  onr  own  close  obserration,  we  learn 
that  they  also  conform  to  the  general  laws  of  periodidtj : 
For  Dr.  Wood  says,  of  typhoid  feyer,  ^^ihe  disease  sometimet 
begins  abmptly  by  a  chUl,  bnt  more  frequently  comes  on  in* 
sidiously  with  a  slowly  increasing  intensity,  but  with  a  ten- 
dency to  daily  remissions  for  several  days,  sometimes  even 
for  a  week: — ^Again,  ''in  very  many  cases  (all?)  a  tendeiM^ 
is  observed  in  the  febrile  symptoms  to  remission,  sometimae 
daily,  sometimes  twice  a  day ;  and  occasionally  the  ezacerbft- 
tion  subsides  with  slight  perspiration."  Of  typhus  fever,  he 
says,  there  is  frequently  an  ^^  alternation  of  chilliness  and 
heat  several  times,  &c."  ^' A  paroxysmal  tendency  is  often 
observed  in  the  febrile  symptoms ;  an  exacerbation  generilly 
taking  place  towards  night,  and  a  remission  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

And  as  for  the  causes  of  these  fevers,  Dr.  Wood  says 
Of  Typhoid  Fever  Of  Typhus  Fever. 

Tliat  U  Is  '*  often  gentraled  in  fttoattooM 
vhart  human  belngt  are  eroirded  tofotber  vtth 
Insofficient  or  aowholetome  food,  andaoon- 
«nad  and  Tttiatad  air.    Banco  ttappeara  to  ** Hence tha diaeaae I 

originate  etpedaUj  in  priaons,  badly  rentUatcd  ance  in  campi ,  prlsoni ,  ihlpai  lioepHalti  t»rl- 
liotpitala,lar|eclliea,caaipa  and  ■blpa,»*4to.  eooed  ottlea, Ibc.;  amoaf  tha  IwailMidMifc 

Tkioaf  people,  inhMttngtte  adfan,  tanai,** 

^^Many  facts  (too)  have  been  adduced  to  prove  (them  both) 
to  be  contagious."  But  ^^  as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  fever 
(enteric)  we  are  in  the  dark,  as  we  are,  in  fact,  in  relation  to 
all  the  essential  fevers,"  typhus  of  course  included. 

Now  to  get  out  of  the  '^  dark,"  it  seems  to  me,  that  we  mual 
acknowledge  that  all  fevers  are  remittent,  and  receive  the 
^common  causation''  doctrine  aa  a  tmthu  For  after  alarge  es- 


«« An  that  la  abeoTnlaljr  eeaential  li,  ttak  llMn 
ilioiild  be  nontan  of  Miraoiii  wawdedi "" 


_ r  pecaoiiB  fvavwMfl  wi    

confined  and  m-reotUaledplaoM,  ^a.»  ^a." 
Iwi  eflaB  BMeir 
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poience  and  an  extended  obseiration  for  many  years,  in  ser- 
eral  endemic  yisitations  of  so-called  bilious  and  typhoid  fevers, 
aad  nomeroas  sporadic  cases  ;  I  am  fully  convinced  that  we 
haTe,  simply,  rbmittent  fever,  intensified  in  its  localisms  by 
predisposition,  modified  by  location,  and  no  little  influenced 
by  the  course  of  treatment  pursued.  As  example,  if  six  men 
be  exposed  to  a  cold  rain  of  a  night,  two  may  escape,  while 
Ike  four  other  may  be  attacked  on  the  morrow,  on  account  of 
predisposition,  with  as  many  difierent  (nosologically  named) 
facjSBOfl.  And  so,  cases  of  fever  along  our  canals,  from  off 
iUp-board,  in  filthy  lanes  or  cellars,"  in  low  swampy  situa- 
Ikms  will  generally  be  found  to  be  more  severe  than  those  in 
better  ventilated  places  and  healthier  locations.  And  lastly, 
the  treatment  pursued,  if  irritative  and  strongly  antiphlogistic, 
eaa  easily  make  an  aggravated  case  of  typhoid  or  even  induce 
Syphons  symptoms,  in  a  case  of  simple  remittent,  by  induo- 
i^  the  electrical  state.   (Yid.  art.  I.) 

Thas  do  coincidents  influence  the  man  and  not  the  disea$e 
m  called.  In  the  several  typhoid  endemics — confined  to  small 
fwal  districts  and  incontestably  springing  from  the  same  cause 
I  hare  aeen  every  variety  of  form  as  described  in  the  books  as 
bdonging  to  the  bilious,  remittent  and  typhoid,nay  more,even 
ia  the  same  hour  where  three  or  more  in  succession  have  been 
attacked,  I  have  seen  the  pulse,  the  grade  of  fever,  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  tongue  before  and  during  convalesence,  the 
eeadition  of  the  bowels,  the  tympanitic  state,  the  tendency 
It  delirium,  &c.,  all  differ  decidedly,  over  and  again,  as  in 
•earlatinous  visitations.  Whilst  the  only  constant  symptoms 
pujecut  in  every  case  have  been  simply  exacerbation  and  re- 
■iaaion.  When  a  mild,  soothing  treatment  is  resorted  to,  I 
iJdoin  see  delirium,  where  enemata  are  firecly  used,  instead 
rf  purgatives,  seldom  any  tympany  and  its  accompaniment 
upon  pressure ;  seldom  anj  diarrhoea  or  distressing 
symptoms  when  calomel,  antimony  and  nitrate  of  po- 
k  are  withheld ;  and  no  taches  rouges,  petechisB,  or  suda- 
\  when  tiie  system  is  not  sunken  into  liie  eleetrioal  state 
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by  powerfully  depressing  agents.  F<Hr  Prof.  Wood  sayif 
^^  tympanitis,  does  not  begin  with  the  diseaae-— coming  on  nsa- 
ally  about  the  seventh  day."  The  same  of  the  red  eolorad 
eruption,  the  intestinal  affection, — of  the  lesions  of  the  glandi 
of  Peyer  and  Brunner, — these  are  ^^  not  present  in  the  c<»i- 
mencem^t  of  the  disease." 

As  for  the  eruption,  I  very  seldom  see  itj  while  Prof.  T.  D. 
Mitchell  has  seen  it  in  intermittents  and  remittents  both  in 
Philadelphia  and  the  Western  States.  A  student  in  Kentue- 
ky  cites  in  his  Thesis,  150  cases  which  oeourred  iti  his  precep- 
tors practiee,  and  only  two  of  the  whole  number  presented 
the  peculiar  tachei  rouge».  Dr.  Sutton  of  Georgetown,  also, 
in  an  admirable  essay  on  typhoid  fever,  states  that  he  has  not 
been  so  fortunate  as  to  see  this  eruption.  Hence  it  can  only 
be  an  incidental  or  accidental  circumstance,  depending,  pro- 
bably, more  upon  the  depraved  condition  of  the  blood,  irrita- 
ting treatment,  &c. 

The  assumption  that,  in  typhoid  fever,  there  always  exist 
lesions  of  the  glands  of  the  alimentary  canal,  is  not  tenable, 
For,  among  others,  Andral  and  Chomel  have  seldom  found 
those  lesions.  Of  229  cases  at  La  Charite  only  92  showed 
them.  '^Now  the  question  arises,  are  these  lesions  the  effect 
or  the  cause, — the  result  of  the  disease  or  the  effect  of  inju* 
dicious  treatment  ?  They  cannot  be  the  cauie  when  they 
don't  exist ;  and,  unless  the  patient  die,  how  do  we  know  that 
there  are  lesions  there  ? 

What  then,  the  reader  may  ask,  have  we  ?  I  re-repeat 
simply  remittent  fever ;  all  the  different  forms  of  fever  are 
but  grades  and  species  of  one,  differing  in  different  constitu- 
tions, locations  and  the  intensity  of  the  morbid  cause ;  the 
duration  and  varying  symptoms  depending  on  the  grade  of 
seizure  and  the  mode  of  treatment;  different  seasons  and  ep* 
idemics  producing  difference  in  the  run  of  cases ;  and  lastly 
the  condition  of  the  blood  is  a  powerful  modifying  cause  of 
different  forms  and  varieties  of  fever. 

For  the  blood  is  as  the  food,  and  hence  if  a  person,  living 


m  miwnUy  poor  diet  and  at  the  same  time  dwelling  in  a 
fithy  hovel,  illjr-yentilated,  should  be  attacked  with  feyer, 
nrely  no  phyBieiaa  in  his  senses  would  expect  to  see  the  fe- 
vsr  pvnae  the  same  coarse,  as  in  those  better  circumstanced. 
Hence  the  '^dingj  look/'  the  '^increased  stupor/' and  the 
petechial  or'^dark  colored  eruption/'  described  as  belonging  to 
fhb  typbua  condition^seen  in  the  poor  Irish  and  other  emigrant 
on  account  of  the  depraved  state  of  the  blood  and 
generally^  and  the  deteriorated  condition  of  the  solids 
But  lest  I  become  tedious,  important  as  the  subject  is,  I  will 
%iUihoId  farther  remarks  and  conclude  with  a  few  words  on 
the  treatment  Let  it  be  remembered  that  all  fevers  have  in 
tfcwnaolves  ^  inherent  remissions. '*  But  if  we  find  the  patient 
m  ft  febrile  paroxyBm,an  emetic  of  ipecac,or  nauscants  will  do 
the  work.  And  then  comes  quinine,  which  is  the  great 
wedy  and  must  ever  be,  as  it  is  the  most  powerful  anti-periodic 
kaewn;  and  such  being  its  magnetic  oharacter,it  is  directly  antag- 
liitic  to  that  depression  which  induces  the  typhoid  symptoms, 
nd  the  earlier  it  is  employed  the  better — because  tlicrc  are  ^^o 
IsMna  or  local  inflammations  in  the  beginning "  to  combat. 
Give  quinine  then  in  full  doses,  on  the  remission,  at  the  very 
iaeipiency  of  the  disease.  If  deferred  to  a  late  period  it  may 
not  succeed;  neither  will  it  be  successful  in  ague  if  lesions  be 
peaeat.  This  is  the  prevailing  fault  of  the  faculty.  They 
amtbiiia  cathartic  and  other  depletives,  deferring  the  early 
ifannistration  of  quinine  because  the  tongue  is  not  clear,  be* 
MBM  tlie  remission  is  not  an  intermission. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Mitchell  cites  the  case  of  a  farmer,  eight  miles 
from  Lexington,  Ky.,who  had  copious  hemorrhage  after  taking 
klae  mass,  Cook's  pills,  &c.  lie  gave  him  thirty  grains  of 
frinine  and  applied  blisters,  which  at  once  prevented  exacer- 
bation, and  the  man  was  soon  well. 

Dr.  Fcarne,  in  the  Southern  Medical  Reports,  1850,  states 
Ibal  ^hemorrhage  from  the  bowels  had  killed  many."  He 
tban  gave  twenty  grains  quinine  at  a  single  dose,  repeating  it 
eaee  or  twiee  hourly,  by  which  the  pulse  was  reduced  from 
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120  to  80,  before  the  second  koHr,  and  the  skin  wm  moiit 
before  the  third  dose  was  admimstered. 

Dr.  Bates,  of  Alabama,  in  a  p^er  pnUishel  in  the  Amen* 
can  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  says :  ^*In  my  regimi  typhoid 
ferer  is  remittent,  and  quinine  is  the  remedy/' 

Says  Prof.  T.  D.  Mitchell,  (TherapeaticsX  '/Bren  typhoid 
feyer,  which  is  endently  paroxyBmal,or  periodieal  to  a  cwtaln 
extent,  at  the  onsets  is  often  ciured  by  this  medicine  (qoinine) 
when  there  is  no  lesion  in  the  bowels  to  prerent  the  anti- 
periodic  action." 

In  the  low  remittents  and  typhoid  ferers  of  thewestcoaat  of 
Africa,  and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  quinine  was  certain  to  make 
obscure  remissions  rery  complete ;  to  clear  off  the  tongue  and 
improre  all  the  symptoms^ — V%d.Lond(mLmncd^JyJjijl9ML 

In  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Jhammer,  Sept.,  1849,  it  % 
eriticism  on  the  ouratire  action  of  quinine  in  intennittenti^ 
in  which  the  writer  maintains  that  the  same  remedy  curei 
ijfphue  and  fyph&id  ferers  as  well  as  intermittents  and  remit* 
tents. 

But  if  (after  a  remission  is  obtained  by  an  emeto-cathartic» 
nauseants,  &o.),  quinine  faik  to  produce  a  resolution  in  die* 
ease,  but  little  need  be  done,  save  the  giving  of  sp.  ether,  nit, 
sp.  mindereri,  sponging  as  indicated,  the  application  of  cupa 
to  local  determinations,  the  use  of  oil,  or  oil  and  enemas  al- 
ternately until  the  disease  exhausts  itself^  or  until  the  tongoa 
assumes  a  dark  reddish,  dry  appearance,  with  tympany  of  the 
abdomen,  and  then  the  free  use  of  turpentine  in  mucelagei 
(gtt  X  every  two  hours)  will  prove  a  specific. 


The  PoUanaue  Sffeet  of  Lead:    By  BnwiN  B.  MAXBdr, 
M.  D.,  of  Geneva,  N.  T. 

Though  lead,  in  its  various  forms,  has  long  been  recognised 
as  a  poison,  both  to  man  and  the  lower  animals,  I  suspect 
that  the  extent  of  its  pernicious  effects,  are  not  yet  fully  ap« 
predated* 
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I  am  satifified  by  carefdl  observatioiiy  that  lead  colic  com- 
prises  bat  a  small  share  of  the  morbid  conditions  which  are 
piodaced  b j  lead.  And  that  tho  systems  of  many  persons, 
eipoeed  to  lead,  suffer  severely  from  its  effects,  without  the 
development  of  colic ;  at  least  in  its  marked  form. 

Lead  may  be,  and  frequently  is,  introduced  into  the  system 
bj  the  stomach,  by  the  lungs  and  by  the  skin. 

It  is  taken  into  the  stomach  as  a  medicine ;  or,  accidentally, 
m  Tarious  solid  or  liquid  substances,  especially  in  the  various 
lands  of  wine,  which  often  contain  it ;  or,  where  lead  is  used, 
ioating  particles  of  it,  in  the  air,  may  bect»me  entangled  in 
the  saliva,  in  the  mouth,  and  thus  accidentally  introduced  into 
the  system. 

The  oxides,  or  carbonate  of  lead,  may  be  taken  into  the  sys- 
tem, by  the  lungs,  in  fine  particles,  with  the  air  which  is  in- 
haled wherever  these  preparations  are  exposed  to  the  air ;  the 
aheorbants  of  the  lungs  receiving  and  carrying  the  particles 
ialo  the  blood,  with  which  they  are  carried  to  every  part  of 
the  system. 

Lead  is  frequently  introduced  into  the  system  through 
the  skin,  being  applied  as  a  remedy  ;  or,  being  diffused 
■I  the  air  it  may  become  attached  to  the  skin ;  and,  in 
either  case,  by  exposure  to  the  absorbents  of  the  skin,  it  is 
taken  up  and  carried  by  them  into  the  blood  and  thence  goes 
to  erery  tissue  of  the  body. 

Li  these  various  ways,  I  apprehend,  lead  is  often  introduced 
Bto  the  system,  in  its  different  forms ;  and,  though  its  effects 
are  more  frequently  observed  in  persons  employed  in  lead 
■anufactories,  in  painters,  or  those  wlio  use  white  lead,  1  am 
eorapelled  to  believe  that  its  pernicious  effects  are  by  no  means 
confined  to  such;  but, that  it  often  produces  very  serious 
effect  upon  persons  who  are  exposed  merely  to  newly  painted 
looms— especially  upon  children ;  one  marked  case  of  which, 
with  Paralysis  as  a  consequence,  I  now  distinctly  remember. 

Even  the  pure  lead,  by  exposure  to  the  air,  and  the  various 
which  it  contains ;  or,  which  are  accidentally  brought  in 
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contact  with  it,  is  often  the  source  Of  serionv  mischiefl  And 
when  we  remember  how  often  lead  is  made  the  condactor  q€ 
water  and  other  liquids,  for  culinary  and  drinking  purpoBea, 
we  need  not  think  strange  that  Neuralgia,  Paralysis  and  other 
kindred  aiTections  are  so  common. 

I  saw  a  striking  illustration  of  the  effects  of  lead  a  few 
years  since,  on  the  lower  animals,  in  the  poisoning  of  sereral ' 
cows,  by  eating  hay  from  a  wagon  ;  the  hajr  haying  been  par- 
tially saturated,  accidentally,  with  a  mixture  of  pure  White 
Lead  and  oil. 

But  a  more  direct  illustration,  however,  of  the  danger  of 
lead,  as  a  conductor,  I  saw  illustrated  in  the  poisoning  of  a 
herd  of  swine,  caused  by  a  passage  of  the  sour  whey,  upon 
which  they  were  fed,  through  a  lead  pipe,  in  being  conducted 
from  a  reservoir  to  the  trough.  In  this  case,  the  symptoma 
were  those  of  lead  colic,  and  those  that  died  appeared 
apoplectic. 

Thus,  we  see,  that  lead  may  affect  not  only  man,  but  the 
lower  animals,  and  frequently  from  what  would  at  first  ap- 
pear like  a  very  slight  exposure.  And  it  is  evident  that  in 
whatever  form  or  manner  lead  is  introduced  into  the  system, 
it  soon  passes  to  the  various  tissues  of  the  body  and  appears 
to  assume  a  form  which  renders  the  absorbant  lymphatic  ves- 
sels more  or  less  incompetent  to  take  it  up,  in  consequence  of 
which  it  is  mostly  retained  in  the  system,  irritating  the  cere- 
bro-spinal  and  ganglionic  system,  and  thereby  developing  the 
train  of  symptoms  which  follow : 

The  patient  loses  his  appetite — the  gums,  and  sometimes 
the  mucous  membranes  of  the  mouth  assume  a  darkish 
tinge,  the  teeth  become  discolored,  there  is  a  sweetish 
taste  in  the  mouth,  fetid  breath,,  sallow  skin,  yellowness  of  the 
conjunctiva,  with  a  soft,  compressible  and  slow  pulse. 

If  the  impression  is  strong  and  long  continued  the  patient 
feels  sick,  discharges  saliva  from  the  mouth,  and  has  exceed- 
ingly restless  nights,  vomits  everything  he  swallows,  and  suf- 
fers from  severe  acute  neuralgic  pains,  as  well  as  frequent 
attacks  of  Colic  and  often  Paralysis,  or  Apoplexy. 
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The  Neuralgia  and  Paralysis  when  they  oxist  as  symptoms 
are  evidently  the  result  of  irritation  and  consequent  congest- 
ion of  the  hrain,  or  spinal  cord — ^bnt,  in  those  cases  in 
which  Colic  often  occurs,  I  suspect  there  is  in  addition  to  the 
ebro-spinal  irritation,  serious  derangement  in  the  gangli- 
system  of  nerves,  and  that  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
Cofie  is  at  first  spasmodic,  and  later  permanent  contraction  of 
Ike  Alimentary  Canal,  especially  of  the  Colon,  while  other 
portions  become  paralyzed,  relaxed,  or  very  much  distended. 
Tkia  is  rendered  certain  to  my  mind,  for  in  nearly  every  case, 
that  I  have  examined  both  in  man  and  the  lower  animals,  I 
have  found  contraction  of  some  portion  of  the  large  intestines, 
and  dilation  of  other  portions,  the  contraction  in  some  cases 
barely  admitting  the  passage  of  the  little  finger. 

Tbratmbnt. — ^The  treatment  which  I  have  found  most  efiec- 
taal  ia  dry  cupping  along  the  spine,  to  overcome  congestion, 
and  thus  relieve  the  Neuralgia  and  spasm  of  the  Colon,  as 
well  aa  prevent  Paralysis  of  other  portions  of  the  Alimentary 
Caaal — Quinine,  in  small  doses,  to  equalize  the  circulation, 
Md,  if  the  Neuralgia  be  severe,  Ext.  of  Ilyoscyamus  or  Tr« 
tf  Stamonium  as  an  anodyne  or  anti-spasmodic. 

To  remove  lead  from  the  system  and  to  overcome  its  dele- 
taioos  effects  as  far  as  may  be,  the  Iodide  of  Potassium  in 
ffe  grain  doses,  three  times  per  day,  given  in  solution,  and 
sottCinned  for  a  long  time,  is,  according  to  my  observation,  the 
kit  remedy  we  possess. 

And  thia  is  as  we  might  expect,  for  it  not  only  unites  with  the 
kad,  forming  a  soluble  compound,  which  the  absorbants  may 
liidny  take  up ;  but,  it  also  stimulates  the  absorbant,  lym- 
fkade  and  glandular  system,  to  take  up  this  noxious  agent 
al  remove  it  from  the  system  with  the  various  excretions. 
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On  ths  TreahnenJt  of  Badly  United  Fraet^tre.  By  Obo.  C. 
Blaokman,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Sorcery  in  the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio,  and  Surgeon  to  the  Ck^mmerdal  Hospital, 
Cincinnati. 

'**  Geo.  Gross,  »t.  twenty-four,  was  admitted  into  the  Com- 
mercial Hospital  on  the  11th  of  April.  He  had  an  aggrayated 
lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  and  a  hideous  deformity  of  the 
right  lower  extremity,  the  result  of  a  badly  united  fracture  of 
llie  femur.  The  accident  occurred  on  the  8th  of  February 
last,  and  the  fracture  was  situated  a  little  aboTe  the  middle  of 
the  thigh.  A  practitioner  was  called  immediately,  and  an 
apparatus  applied  for  thirty-one  days,  during  which  period, 
the  patient  asserts,  the  dressings  were  not  changed.  After 
the  removal  of  the  apparatus,  he  attempted  to  walk  on  crutches, 
but  fell  on  his  hip.  The  practitioner  in  attendance  declared 
that  the  femur  was  not  refiractured,  and  predicted  that,  with 
the  aid  of  a  high-soled  shoe,  he  would  soon  be  enabled  to  walk. 
At  the  time  of  his  admission  to  the  Hospital — nine  weeks 
after  the  first  accident — ^the  limb  was  six  inches  shorter  than 
the  other,  and  the  upper  and  lower  portions  of  the  femur 
formed  nearly  a  right  angle.  The  callus  was  firm,  and  resisted 
my  strongest  efforts  with  the  hand.  On  the  16th  of  April,  in 
the  presence  of  many  physicians  of  Cincinnati,  and  the  medi« 
cal  class,  I  perforated  the  line  of  junction  at  various  points, 
with  a  drill  of  rather  a  larger  size  than  is  ordinarily  employed 
for  this  purpose.  The  callus  now  yielded  to  the  force  of  the 
hands,  and  the  limb  was  found  to  be  of  about  the  same  length 
as  that  on  the  other  side.  Both  feet  were  now  secured  by 
means  of  adhesive  plaster,  to  the  foot-board  of  the  bed,  and 
another  broad  band,  embracing  the  middle  third  of  the  affected 
limb,  was  passed  over  the  sound  thigh,  so  as  to  make  a  splint 
of  the  latter.  This  is  my  favorite  method  of  treating  fracture 
of  the  femur,  and  I  believe  that  I  have  thus  made  a  valuable 
improvement  on  Dr.  Van  Ingen's  treatment,  which  consists  in 
making  counter  extension  by  securing  the  foot  of  the  affected 
limb  to  the  foot-board,  and  extension,  by  the  weight  of  the 
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body,  the  foot  of  the  bed  haying  been  elevated  by  means  of 
or  Uoekfl  of  wood.  My  addition  renders  the  extension 
eounter  extension  more  complete. 
To  return  to  my  patient:  in  five  wceics  he  left  his  bed' with 
a  limb  perfectly  straight,  and  no  perceptible  shortening.  On 
tta  11th  of  the  present  month  (June),  he  called  at  my  office, 
wall  \ng  with  tolerable  ease,  and  as  he  is  daily  gaining  power, 
ka  will  nndoubtedly,  in  a  very  short  time,  have  as  good  use 
«ff  the  limb  as  before  the  accident 


I>e9ult4)rtf  Obiervationt  at  Sea.    By  D.  W.  Maull, 

M.  D.,  Delaware. 

An  experience  of  even  a  limited  '^  life  on  the  Ocean  wave" 
cnmot  fiul  to  result  in  the  accumulation  of  some  facts  in 
medicine,  which  though  simple,  and,  for  the  most  part  unim* 
psrtant  they  may  be,  are  still  not  totally  devoid  of  interest 
ta  the  physician,  but  will  impress  his  mind  as  singular  in 
ibor  character.  Medical  gleanings  on  ship  board  may  at 
tiaca  be  interesting  to  the  observer,  though  they  should  not 
It  fraught  with  truths  disposing  materially  to  the  advance- 
■CBt  of  science.  The  surroundings  there  are  well  calculated 
Is  occasion  peculiarities.  LrrcBpective  of  constant  atmo- 
spheric changes,  diflTerence  in  diet,  and  damp  and  crowded 
apartments,  there  are  other  influences  operating  generally. 

The  very  general  costiveness  that  ensues  among  nearly  all 
ckssea  during  some  portions  of  a  sea  voyage,  cannot  but  be 
•hserved.  An  almost  entire  torpor  of  the  intestines  is  occa- 
■onally  consequent  upon  it.  The  surgeon's  attention  is  daily 
cded  to  this  want  of  tone  in  the  bowels:  it  is  a  subject  of  com* 
■OB  complaint.  To  strengthen  this,  it  may  be  said  that  it  has 
Wen  remarked  that  seamen  only  evacuate  immediately  after 
mry  storm ;  but  this  is  hyperbolical,  though  in  the  main  it 
■  imdisputed,  that  they  arc  by  no  means  regular  in  their 
attendance  at  the  temple  of  Cloacina.    In  some  cases,  with- 
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oat  the  tid  of  lazatm  medidMr^^^^fcio**^  woild  mum  bo 
.  .affected  for  a  fkxrtnight*  AguA,  it  is  my  difiodit  GoiiBMBl3r 
to  induce  the  proper  aotion  of  aithaoiaBa;  they  appeac  in:  a 
*  fs  P^  meaanre  to  loee  tiieir  efficient;;  tiio  qnaatitj  ttoat 
j^.  needs  be  increased.  Ihia  intestinal  inaction  miy  in  pnrt'ba 
owing  to  the  nature,  of  tbe  diet,  in  Ahia.  connection  it  my 
.be  obsenred  that  oatmeel,  which  is  sometiines  snbstitatod  for 
other  articles  of  fbod^  postosses  a  Tory  apparent  infliieno6 
upon  the  bowels  of  those  not  habitoated  to  its  nae  :itibec<Hriat 
quite  laxative  in  its  tendency.  Indeed,  I  have  seen  a  number 
of  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  a^fow  of  dysentery  to  be  attributed 
to  nought  else.  Dysentery  if  not  watched  carefully,  and 
Judicious  treatment  pursued,  is  very  likely  tO:  mafge  into 
fevers  of  a  typhoid  type:  the  former  is  sometime  confined 
ahnost  ezdnsively  to  one  side  of  the  ship*  It  is  marked  by 
&w  characteristics  not  found  in  the  disease  under  otbear 
circumstances. ... 

It  cannot  readily  escape  notice  that  a  copioua  diureaif 
becomes  a  source  of  discomfort  to  many,  there  appears  at 
times  to  be  a  species  of  diabetes,  which  renders  it  necessary 
for  the  persons  affected  to  discharge  the  contents  of  the 
bladder  almost  or  quite  every  hour ;  indeed,  incontinence  of 
urine  occasionally  results,  in  persons  in  excellent  health,  who 
never  before  were  annoyed  by  it :  this  disorder  may  continue 
for  a  day  or  two  and  then  disappear,  the  general  health  in 
the  mean  time  suffering  in  no  wise.  Mayhap  this  local  affec- 
tion has  its  origin  in  the  vicissitudes  of  the  atmosphere,  since 
the  secretion  of  urine  is  in  general  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  that 
from  the  cutaneous  exhalents. 

There  appears  to  exist  a  decided  tendency  to  boils  and 
cutaneous  eruptions,  a  salt  diet  may  excite  this.  Tinea 
Capitis,  from  the  want  of  cleanliness  among  those  in  crowded 
rooms,  becomes  rather  frequent  I  have  known  two  children 
in  the  same  berth  simultaneously  affected  with  this  eruption. 
Wounds  quite  slight  in  their  aspect,  manifest  a  disposition 
occasionally  to  assume  an  ery»pelatous  appearance. 
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Women,  during  the  period  of  gestation,  though  they  had 
cigoyed  a  oomparatiTO  immunity  from  excessive  irritability 
of  ftomach  previonsly,  are  most  apt  to  be  sick  during  an 
cadre  royage. 

Cynanche  Tonsillaris  might  be  presumed  to  make  an  inva- 
wkm  occasionally.  It  sometimes  similates  an  epidemic,  affect- 
ing those  in  contiguous  berths.  The  disease  becomes  quite 
asfvere,  impeding  deglutition  and  articulation ;  it  is  accompa- 
Bied  with  slight  febrile  action,  tumefaction  and  inflammation 
«f  the  tonsils  and  fauces ;  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  neck  are 
also  somewhat  enlarged.  In  some  instances  I  have  seen  an 
flAorescence  similar  to  roseola,  make  its  appearance  upon  the 
«aM  and  chest,  and  disappear  after  a  few  hours.  This  affec- 
lian  is  by  means  intractable,  terminating  in  resolution ;  the 
administration  of  a  saline  cathartic  and  the  application  of 
a  Mister  to  the  throat  invariably  relieve  it.  Other  affections 
flf  the  respiratory  system  become  quite  common ;  these  por- 
tions appear  to  be  peculiarly  obnoxious.  Should  a  child 
with  the  whooping  cough  come  on  board,  the  probability  is 
Aat  it  will  be  troubled  with  it  the  whole  passage.  The  aii* 
is  prejudicial  to  children,  subjecting  them  to  attacks  of  colds 
■id  coughs. 

Bach  are  the  simple  and  unpretending  results  of  a  few 
Months'  experience  in  practice  of  this  nature. 

April  17th,  1856. 


Ewnded  l>ref%y  in  a  Man.     By  J.  J.  Polk,  Perryville, 

Kentucky. 

In  the  year  1889  I  was  called  to  see  Capt.  Thos.  Durham, 
in  consultation  with  Dr.  Knox,  the  family  physician,  who  had 
ken  treating  the  case  as  enlarged  liver,  for  more  than  three 
Booths.  On  examination,  I  found  the  right  hypochondrium, 
filed  with  a  large,  and  apparently  inelastic  tumor.  No  flue- 
taation  whatever  could  be  discovered.  Notwithstanding  after 
hearing  a  full  history  of  the  case,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
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iraBieftHMd  wttkonla  iall  ewiniiMitittny  by  oldMidoi 
]ihji|iinuif.  Saek  aa  aymTahtaft'ott  wiui  iMid  aad  aftor 
hours  of  debate,  upon  tbe  nature  of  the  oasai  ft  Tota  wm 
taken  and  atoodrr-fjor  tapping  twe^  and  againit  it  three ;  so 
the  operation  waa  deftned.  General  remedies  were  then  vaei 
byDnEjfoz^inhqieofrediMingtlie  tmnor^aa  heauppoaad 
it  to  be;  hint  fiiiling,  the  patient  sent  fiir  bSe  ftmer  adTiaan 
and  demandedan  operation  in  aeeordanee  inik  their  Tiew& 
Dr.  J.  WiUKon,  Br.  Slotbm,  Dr.  Evoz,  and  mTaetf  nfak 
atthepalianVahoaie,  to  eoaply  with  fak  re^puat.  After 
phidng  osr  patient  on  the  edge  of  his  bed,  with  hie  ahonUera 
slightly  eleTated,  the  donmon  Trocar  and  Oanak  winre  wade 
to  enter  the  most  promimait  part  of  the  eyst^  i  e.  laidway  be- 
tween the  apineoV  the  Iliiosiand'falae  ribs.  When  Ae  I^ocar 
was  withdrawn,  a  dark  fioidy  reeembling  strong  eolbe,  spontod 
at  least  six  feet  firom  the  Qsnnla.  Vessels  were  at  hand  to 
containit,  and  it  measured  three  gallons  and  three  quarts. 
Appropriate  tests  proved  that  it  contained  about  fifteen  per 
cent  of  Albumen.  The  patient  was  walking  about  his  room 
in  a  few  days.  However,  in  less  than  twelve  days  it  became 
necessary  to  tap  again,  when  more  than  two  gallons  «f 
fluid,  of  a  lighter  color,  but  of  the  same  character,  was  drawn 
off.  After  this  it  became  necessary,  as  we  thought,  to  keep 
the  orifice  open,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  exit  to  the  constant- 
ly accumulating  fluid,  and  with  the  hope  that  the  air  might 
excite  the  secreting  surface  of  the  sac,  and  thus  produce  sup- 
purative or  adhesive  inflammation.  To  accomplish  this  end,  a 
leaden  canula,  four  inches  in  length,  was  adjusted  to  the 
orifice  and  held  in  place  by  adhesive  straps  and  a  bandage; 
and  different  kinds  of  stimulating  liquids  injected  into  it 
daily.  In  a  few  days  it  was  discovered  that  every  effort  to 
get  rid  of  tapping  had  failed.  A  strong  membrane  formed 
under  the  end  of  the  oanula  and  gradually  thrust  it  out  We 
were  now  compelled  to  tap,  at  lea^t  every  ten  days.  In  this 
way  over  fifty  gallons  of  fluid  was  drawn  firom  the  pat^'ent's 
side  in  the  space  of  six  months.      Capt  D.,  before  his  sick* 
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MM,  wM  un  atUetieman,  full  fleah,  temperate,  weighing  two 
kvndred  and  ten  poandfl,  sizt j-two  jears  ofage,  a  blacksmith 
m  UayoQiiger days, sfaoeinga  great  many  horses. 

Uader  the  disMse  above  desoribed,  he  wasted  to  a  skeleton, 
aad  died  in  the  most  ezcmtiatingpainy  occasioned  by  complete 
atrsBgaany. 

A  post-mortem  examination  was  not  allowed,  the  wife  and 
cUUren  being  opposed  to  it. 


Kmfftu  Hcemati^de^  cttred  by  Chloride  of  Zinc.    By  F.  J. 

CooLKTy  Madison,  Ind. 

In  Febmary  1856, 1  excised  from  Mr.  P.  M.,  aged  twenty- 
har^  an  enormously  enlarged  testicle,  which  on  examination 
prored  to  be,  unequivocally,  meduUaay  iorcana.  There  is 
■ot  a  larger,  or  purer  specimen,  of  Medullary  cancer,  in  the 
Britiali  or  French  Museums.  About  the  middle  of  January, 
tte  wound  being  nearly  healed,  he  returned  to  his  home ;  but 
aaoa  foond  it  would  not  entirely  close.  He  returned  to  me 
Ae  first  of  March,  with  a  bleeding  fungus,  the  size  of  a  hens 
cg^  protruding  from  the  small  portion  of  the  wound,  which 
had  refksed  to  heaL    It  was,  beyond  doubt,  fungiu  hcema- 


I  traasfized  the  base  of  the  tumor,  with  two  sharp  pointed 
probes,  crossing  each  other  at  right  angles,  and  involving 
cottsiderable  sound  tissue:  then  applied  a  strong  ligature 
lelow  the  probes,  in  order  to  prevent  hemorrhage ;  afterwards 
I  protected  the  scrotum  from  the  Zinc,  by  muslin  stripe  passed 
nmd  under  the  probes.  After  removing  a  portion  of  the 
faigns  with  the  scissors,  I  applied  the  Chloride  of  Zinc  in 
its  pnrity,  and  continued  its  application  untQ  the  fungus  was 
tatirely  destroyed.  In  a  few  days,  a  very  deep  eschar  came 
away,  and  the  ulcer  healed  very  rapidly,  so  that  in  twenty 
days,  hb  again  went  home  with  the  wound  entirely  dosed. 
h  is  ny  decided  opinion,  that  if  I  had  excised  this  fungus,  it 
vodd  have  been  rapidly  reproduced ;  nor  do  I  believe  that 


I0»  .%v..3¥MM*vi  ^  £kiUHMJ^^o'l 

toy  «<  tfMiMiirfte'' <ir  z*' eitir^ 
nluatf  ike- qppUoalioiL 

This  patieofehar  hftda  fliigkt  eovgh,  ihA  Uoody  espeokoi-. 
ration  ftriiKffe  than  a  yew;  iwgeiienl  s^^  «aih- 

aotic;  aad ft^aeMu laore  tiun ]NrobaUe  fad haa  ftmgi  in  Ua 
longSi  but  is  enjoying  tolorable  heahli. 

'   '  •Iaa«ti»  JitiM^lSK.       • 


■JPrifmHngs  of  S^tiflus^ 

"» »  ■ '  ■ 

CnrcDiHATi  MibuiflA  Sqossit-:    Diaeiusion  on  Opiom  in 

some  of  its  Therapeutie  relations  amt^ueJL    ■. 

Dr.  CABBOiii».said  that  opium  as  a  therapeotie  agent  ooea-^ 
pied  a  prominent  place  in  oar  Materiiik  Medica,  "With  regard 
to  its  modu»  operandi  and  general  efficacy,  he  equld  agree 
with  the  Essayist  on  most  points.  There  was  a  danger  of 
placing  too  great  a  reliance  on  its  remedial  qnaUtieiirto  the 
neglect  of  other  more  important  means.  Cases  hare  occnred  in 
which  it  would  appear  this  was  so,  or  the  pathological  nature 
of  the  disease  had  been  overlooked.  This  has  not  nnfre- 
qaently  been  the  case  in  dysentery,  where  opium  has  been 
given  during  the  inflammatory  stage  without  the  precaution 
of  depletion  prior  to  the  administration  of  opium,  tiie  sudden 
arrest  of  the  discharges  by  which  nature  endeavors  to  relieve 
the  congested  membrane  will  at  once  point  out  what  result 
may  be  expected  from  such  a  course.  If,  however,  the 
inflammation  be  first  controlled^  the  opium  may  be  had 
recourse  to  with  decided  benefit. 

The  arrest  of  the  secretion  in  dysentery  in  the  early  stages 
from  a  decoction  of  oak  bark,  not  unfrequently  given  in  the 
country,  has  been  productive  of  fatal  consequences. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Richardson  said,  that  though  he  could  not  say 
much  from  actual  experience,  with  regard  to  the  treatment 
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of  ehoteni  by  opiam.  He  believed  it  pretty  well  established 
it  was  not  attended  with  that  success  which  was  hoped  for, 
or  which  would  compare  fayorably  with  other  plans  of  treat- 
Beat*  either  in  small  or  large  doses. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  the  successfulness  of  the  remedies 
aaployed  depended  in  a  great  measure  on  the  nature  of  the 
e|»demic,  or  rather  the  time  during  the  course  of  the  epidemic. 
He  had  remarked  the  general  successfulness  of  a  remedy  at 
amt  season,  which  at  another  would  seem  to  act  almost 
injniioiisly— during  one  epidemic  calomel  and  capsic.  was 
faand  the  most  efficient  remedy  while  in  another  it  had 
ipparently  a  deleterious  effect. 

The  same  will  apply  in  treatment  of  dysentery,  whether  it 
vas  of  a  sthenic  or  asthenic  type,  as  to  whether  depletion 
Aonld  be  employed  or  not. 

Dr.  A&MOB  concurred  in  the  general  views  expressed  in 
Ae  paper.  He  regarded  opium  as  the  most  efficient,  the 
■est  indispensable,  and,  when  injudiciously  administered,  one 
rf  the  most  mischievous  agents  of  the  Materia  Medica.  He 
<d  not  propose,  however  to  discuss  the  general  therapeutics 
rf  opium — this  had  been  done  in  the  Essay. 

Bat  be  thought  sufficient  prominence  had  not  been  given 
tD  opium  as  an  antiphlogutic.  For  many  years  he  had  been 
m  the  habit  of  using  it  boldly  in  the  treatment  of  the  acute 
fUijfmiuiitf  especially  in  inflammations  of  serous  structures, 
la  large  doses— «nd  he  meant  by  a  large  dose  from  three  to 
fve  grains — ^its  effects  are  decidedly  $edative  and  antiphlo^ 
In  the  treatment  of  acute  pleurisy,  in  its  first  or 
stage,  its  effects  are  often  singularly  displayed. 
First  bleed  the  patient — if  his  constitution  will  admit  of  it-* 
ta  the  point  of  syncope;  then  protract  the  depression  by 
laige  doses  of  opium.  This  would,  he  believed,  in  a  large 
majority  of  cases,  arrest  the  disease  at  once. 

In  acute  peritonitis  he  regarded  its  effects  as  equally 
■anifeat;  but,  in  all  instances,  it  should  be  given  to  the  point 
flf  empMtf  nareotwn^  or  until  the  respiration  is  decidedly 
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albetecL    0|)llS^  tliM  adUniirtmd;  is  t^ 
pUoj^sdD  in  its  eibcts. 

Hedwldnot  agi^  irilk  ti^  Bsss jist  in  Ins  inaiseriniiiMte 
use  of  opium  in  abdominal  dissssss.  Ha  Ind  kad  ahsadaft 
opportimitj  ifcf  tasting  ils  msrita  in  Ilia  Ckmi^^ 
Diurrlicea  isthe pest  of  Hospitals.  In  sersw  and-jpaMsn 
dianrhoHyi  ka  liad  Utile  or  no  cooidanoe  in  its  nse.  Lidaa^ 
he  thonglit  it  often  did  luurm  by  rdaiing  Aa  mnssalar  tiasni 
and  faToring  tiia  eAudon  from  the  dshilitifad  and  rdaasdl 
capillary  Ttssels.  In  all  instsneas  di^ndnaa  is  Iml  a  lyMffeas 
—an  expression  of  a  osFtainsMs  or  son^Mm.  TiuBt  stale 
or  condition  must  first  be  corrected.  In  ssfoas  ar  paudeaa 
diarrhosas  opfami  is  i^  the  remedy.  Better  give  loeal  stimn- 
Isnts  and  astringents,  or  the  minersl  acids.  BntSf  jnmi  and 
irrUatian  are  present  we  have  no  snbatitata  to  epiam.  H* 
regarded  no  &et  as  better  estaUished  diaa  tUa  \fj  aiperience 
at  Ae  bed  side.  '    . 

He  desired  to  caU  die  attentien  ef  the  society  also  to  the 
effects  of  opinm  in  febrUe  diseases;  and' here  we  hare  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  fact  that  CTery  thing  depends  npon 
the  mode  in  which  this  drug  is  administered-Hit  one  time 
sedatiYe  and  antiphlogistioy  and  at  another  stimnlating  and 
sapportant. 

In,  the  dangerous  and  tronblesome  Ciwui  which  often  oeoaxa 
in  the  last  stages  of  the  adynamic  feTer8**-coma  from  nerraas 
eihaiistion — ^we  have,  perhaps,  no  remedy  equal  to  small  and 
stMtemtngr  doses  of  opimn.  He  had  been  in  the  kaUt  of 
OBiBg  it  freely  in  this  class  of  cases,  and  nefer  kad  kad 
occasion  to  regret  its  nse.  But  to  eeciire  its  good  effects  it 
must  be  given  in  snstaining  doses,  and  at  regular  interrals, 
until  the  febrile  irritation,  restlessness,  and  anxiety  sire  sub* 
dued.  By  an  unsteady  irregular  administration,  at  too  long 
intervals,  and  in  miff^tr  dosss,  it  often  does  great  mischiefl 
When  used  as  a  supporting  agent,  in  cases  of  exhaustion,  it 
should  be  administered  in  smiiS  doses  and  at  short  intervals 
— 4he  effect  of  the  first  dose  shoirid  not  be  permitted  to  pasa' 
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off  mDtil  thft  aeeoiid  one  is  administered.  He  was  partial 
to  tUs  mode  of  administering  opium  also  in  diarrhoeal  affec- 
tions. It  exerts  a  better  control  over  capillary  circulation^ 
aad  iro  aroid  also  its  relaxing  secondary  effects.  But  the 
vA  of  fom  and  wrAo&iZtfy  should  always  determine  the 
of  opium.  In  the  stage  of  exhaustion,  of  the  Essential 
«r  adjnamie*  form  of  foTer,  he  was  goTemed  by  this  rule : 
Ji  dofaility  is  attended  with  marked  irritability,  his  principal 
nlioaoo  was  opium— <»pium  carefully  administered  to  the 
poiDl  of  qmetode  and  rest,  but  no  more.  But  when  asso« 
dated  inth  tarpary  he  would,  of  course,  rely  upon  prompt 
■tiaaulitiirn 

Dr.  Cabboll  remarked  that  before  the  general  spread  of 
ckolera  iii'49,  cases  of  common  diarrhcaa  were  to  be  met  with 
vUch  doubtless  yielded  to  remedies  which  the  true  cholera 
was  not  afieeted  by.  He  belicTes  that  all  cholera  has  been 
diolera  from  the  first,  that  it  is  portable,  and  nuiy  be  sua- 
paded  by  the  use  of  stimulants. 

Mercurialisation  has  been  vaunted  as  cure,  but  this  is  not 
BOW  daimedy  patients  haying  died  when  salivation  was  fully 
Mlablished.  He  thinks  the  most  rational  as  well  as  the  most 
BBoeesafid  treatment  0(msists  of  quiet  and  gentle  stimulants. 

Dr.  RiCHABnsoff  did  not  suppose  he  could  have  mistaken 
tike  ordinary  diarrhosa  for  that  of  cholera;  those  cases  to 
wUdi  he  aUuded  were  accompanied  with  cramps  and  serous 
discbarges,  both  of  which  were  characteristics  of  the  true 
clwlorB. 

Dr.  Cabboxx  said  that  in  the  primary  stage  he  had  found 
large  doses  of  opium  for  cholera  beneficial,  but  when  depres- 
aoB  of  the  vital  forces  became  evident,  he  found  them  worse 


OrgamiiiUicm  and  Proceedings  of  the  Whitewaitr  Valley  Medi- 
cat  Society. 

In  compliance  with  a  previous  appointment,  quite  a  respec- 
table number  of  the  practicing  physicians  of  Whitewater  Val- 
ley assembled  in  the  Court-house  in  Connersville,  Fayette 
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dbsnij,  IndiaaBiB;,(m4nMiii  diijof 

A«  M.y  finr  tha  purpoii  of  pemumwitiyaitehliihing  adkftrioi 

Mediod' Society.  • 

An  oa'ganitttion  of  tlie  meeting  im  JnuMiSitttely  effsetacl, 
by  calling  Br.  O.  &  CUtwood  to  the  Ghiir,  lad  appointiiic 
Dr.  S.  W.  Ymnee,  Secrotaxy. ': 

:  Tbe  President  aroee  and  atatM  at  coiMiderable  length  the 
objects  and  mtenlaons  of* the  meeting,  argoing  irith  grMtforca 
and  eloquence  the  neoeaaity  and  adrantages  of-  a  thoroogh 
medical  organiaation  and  diidplinCi  -He  final)j(  condnded 
Ina  remarka  by  i^iqnreaeing'a  Irish  that  a  state  of  geod  feeling 
and  unanimity  might  prevail  among  the  members  of  tiie  meet* 
ing  thronghoat  their  deKberationa.  '  • 
'  A  letter  from  Dr.  W.  Ifagnire,  of  FayetteriDs^  wae  read^ 
declaring  his  inability  to  be  presexit  at  the  meeting,  bat 
ezpresang  his  hearty  approbation  of,  and  kind  iriahea  for,  the 
Tory  landaUe  enterpriae. 

The  minntes  of  the  last  meeting  irere  then  read  and 
approved. 

Whereupon  it  was  resolved  that  the  committee  previously 
appointed  to  draft  a  suitable  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  a 
local  Medical  Society  here,  be  now  called  upon  to  report.  Dr. 
S.  W.  Vance,  at  the  request  of  the  meeting,  and  on  behalf  of 
the  committee,  reported  said  Constitution  and  By-Laws, 
which,  after  considerable  discussion  and  amendment^  were 
finally  adopted  section  by  section. 

It  being  near  12  o'clock.  Dr.  D.  D.  Hall  moved  that  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  to  make  out  a  Fee  Bill  during  the 
adjournment,  to  be  reported  to  the  Society  at  its  afternoon 
session.  On  motion.  Dr.  S.  D.  Sheets,  Dr.  D.  D.  HaH,  Dr. 
A.  Chapman,  Dr.  P.  S.  Silvey  and  Dr.  M.  F.^;  Miller  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 
The  meeting  convened  at  2  o'clock^  P.  M.,  and  straightway 
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proceeded  to  the  eleotion  of  ofiSoers  for  the  Society.  The 
dlection  was  conducted  tnva  vocBj  and  resulted  in  the  selection 
of  the  following  named  gentlemen  to  act  for  the  ensuing  year : 
Anesident,  Dr.  Amos  Chapman ;  Vice-President)  Dr.  Wm.  W. 
Taylor ;  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  S.  W.  Vance ;  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  Dr.  S.  D.  Sheets ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  D.  D.  Hall. 
Censors,  Drs.  Dan'l.  Trembly,  O.  R.  Chitwood  and  G.  S. 
Bamaay. 

The  P^resident  elect  took  the  chair,  and  called  the  Society 
to  order.  He  felt  deeply  the  honor,  as  well  as  the  arduous 
daties  this  day  imposed  upon  him,  nevertheless  he  would,  at 
an  times  daring  his  term  of  office,  endeavor  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  Society  according  to  the  best  of  his 
weak  ability. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  out  a  Fee  Bill,  through 
their  Chairman,  Dr.  L.  D.  Sheets,  begged  leave  to  report, 
vhich  was  granted.  Upon  the  report's  having  been  read,  a 
prolonged  and  animated  debate  ensued,  in  which  Drs.  Samuel 
Miller,  L.  D.  Sheets,  Dan'L  Trembly,  W.  W.  Taylor,  C.  D. 
B.  O'Ryan,  and  other  members,  warmly  participated.  Some 
were  for  retaining  the  fees  at  their  former  low  rates,  while 
others  were  decidedly  for  laying  on  the  tariff.  After  some 
alterations  and  amendments,  the  Fee  Bill  was  ultimately 
adopted,  with  a  slight  advance  upon  the  old  rate  of  charges. 

Dr.  Amos  Chapman  asked  permission  to  read  a  preamble 
and  resolutions,  touching  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Indiana  with 
regard  to  the  collection  of  debts,  and  the  best  course  to  be 
porsned  by  members  of  this  Society,  in  case  of  delinquency. 

On  motion,  the  aforesaid  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
manimonsly  adopted,  and,  together  with  the  Fee  Bill,  ordered 
to  be  pobliahed  in  the  Connersville  and  Liberty  papers. 

Be  A  resoivedy  That  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  shall  be  adopted  by  this  Society,  for  the 
legulation  of  professional  intercourse  among  its  members. 

The  Chair  appointed  three  members,  alphabetically  chosen, 
namely,  Drs.  Chitwood,  Chapman  and  Qillam,  to  read  essays 
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«po8i  mtdiddlttilgteto,  of  Aeir  otTa  Mteetilm,  U  tba  Mtt  leg^ 
kr  qnarteity  neeting^ 

It  iTM  jesolfed  that  a  rqiori  of  tliO  proeoedingil  of  tbto 
Society  1)6  puUidied  i&  the  W^tom  Iiaiiootaiid  CSmdmiACt 
Medical  Obeerraiv  .    . 

On  ttotion^  the  Sooietj'  i^ooriied  to  meet  in  the  Courts 
Ixduse  in  OonnersriUe,  m  the  aeoond  Monday  in  Jaty  next»  at 
10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Annual  MjKiwig  of  the  OMo  JStaU  Medical  Soeietg.    From 

the  Me<fical  \>Muilielor. 

Columbus,  June  {^  1866. 

The  Boeiety  met  pmeant  to  adornment,  in  the  Odeon 
Hall,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  IVemdent  and  Tice-Presid^t  being  aheehi^  on  motion 
of  Dr.  Btiker,  Dr.  Oaatonwaa  called  to  the  chair.  Dr.  S.  B. 
Davis,  on  motion,  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tern. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gordon,  it  was  resolved  that  the  order  of 
bminess  adopted  at  the  session  held  in  Dayton  be  adopted  at 
this  session. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  the  President  be  anthorixed 
to  fill  vacancies  in  the  committee  on  Admissions.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  appointed:  Drs.  Dawson,  Gordon, 
Rogers,  S.  M.  Smith  and  McMally. 

The  reading  of  the  minntes  of  the  last  session,  on  motion, 
was  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  John  Dawson,  from  the  committee  on  Arrangements, 
welcomed  the  Society,  in  a  brief,  but  appropriate  address. 

Dr.  Baker  moved  iJiat  the  committee  on  Admissions  be 
directed  to  obtain  the  names  of  all  the  members  present,  and 
report  as  soon  as  practicable.    Carried. 

Dr.  Kincaid  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  nominate  permanent  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Carried. 
The  Chair  appointed  the  following  gentlemen:  Drs.  H.  H. 
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Baker,  J.  0.  lliompson,  W.  B.  Einoaid,  T.  W.  Gordon,  and 
M.  B.  Wright. 

Dr.  Webb  moved  tliat  tbe  committee  on  Nominations  be 
•xcoaed  from  acting,  and  that  the  Society  proceed  to  nominate 
and  elect  permanent  officers.     Ruled  out  of  order. 

Dr.  Webb  appealed  from  die  decision  of  the  Chair.  The 
Chair  was  sustained. 

Dr.  Dawson  mored  that  all  persons  having  papers  intended 
to  be  read,  shall  present  the  titles  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary 
as  soon  as  convenient 

Dr.  B.  H.  Tipton  offered  the  foDowing : 

Be$oh€df  That  the  reporters  of  the  city  papers  be  admitted 
to  seats  on  the  platform.     Carried. 

The  committee  on  Nominations  made  the  following  report : 
For  President,  Dr.  Peter  Allen,  Trumbull  county.  Vice-Pre- 
sidents— 1st.  Dr.  R.  G.  McLean,  Lockbourne ;  2d.  J.  G.  Rog- 
wr%  New  Richmond ;  8d.  Chas.  Cochran,  Sandusky,  and  John 
Davis,  Dayton. 

For  Secretaries-— W.  W.  Dawson,  Cincinnati,  and  S.  B. 
Davis,  Shadeville.     Treasurer — R.  J.  Patterson,  Columbus. 

Dr.  McLean  moved  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  laid 
on  the  table,  in  order  to  bear  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Admissions.    Carried. 

The  committee  on  Admissions  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  adopted : 

Names  proposed  for  Membership — Drs.  E.  C.  Sharpc,  Wil- 
Eamsbarg;  Hugh  L.  Cheney,  Grroveport;  D.  Tilden,  San- 
dosky  ;  J.  D.  Robinson,  Wooster. 

On  motion,  the  Society  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M 

Afternoon  Session. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Thompson  moved  that  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Nominations  be  taken  up,  and  that  the  Society  proceed 
to  ballot  for  President.     Carried. 

On  balloting,  Dr.  Peter  Allen  received  a  majority  of  all  the 
TOiet  cMti  and  iras  declared  duly  elected. 


4U  Ji^miiii^  j^AMBL 

Onm^&an;ilheSdmBljp^^  tabaUotlor  fftnr  Yktt- 
PresidentSy  with  the  following  result : 

Dn.  John  DariB,  &  G*  MoLsati^  Obohna  «id  Bogtai, 
received  a  majoritj  of  all  thetTette'cMt^  aad  were  declared 
duly  elected.         •    v.    .- 

The  Sodetj;  oil  motkaiy  proceeded  to  baUol  f<4r  two  Seere- 
taries  and  one  Treaanrery  with  the  folloidiig  reaolt ; 

W.  W.  Bawaon  aadB.  B.  ]>ai&  ttceSred  »  migmly  of  all 
the  Totea  caat  fi>r  Secretariea,  nd  wem  declared  dnlj  elected 
Dr.  B.  J.  Patterson  was  elected  Treasurer. - 

Dr.  B.  H.  Tipton  jncnreff  tiiat  tie  Society  prtf^sefdd  to  nomi- 
iiate  and  i>allojt  for  i^  j^taudiag  committee  on  Adiaissiona. 
Lost 

■  Dr.  Baker,:  [£qoia  th^  conmittee  on  j^qminatipasy  reported 
the  following  names,  as  candidateji.  for  sliaidingcQaiBiifetee  on 
Admissions: 

Drs.  Coons,  9f  Dayton ;  Hamiltim,  qf  Oqinmbiui;  Webb,  of 
Cincinnati ;  Henderson,  of  Mansfield,  and  D.  A.  Fbher,  of 
ReynoldsBurgh ;  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Maris,  of  Colombos,  for 
Librarian. 

Dr.  John  Dawson,  from  the  committee  on  Admissions,  re- 
commended the  following  persons  for  membership : 

Drs.  Thomas  J.  Haynes  and  T.  Kennedy,  NicholsTille ;  J. 
G.  Gabriel,  Aliens;  T.  W.  McArdmr,  Wilmington;  L.  J. 
Gnerien,  Hope ;  S.  H.  Farrington  and  J.  C.  Hubbard,  Ash- 
ton;  John  G.  Kyle,  Xenia;  J.  N«  Hobbinson,  Lockboome;  B. 
S.  Braon,  Bellefontaine ;  H.  S.  Pawester,  Erie ;  R.  Gnndry, 
S.  Loving  and  K  N.  Barr,  Colambns ;  W.  H.  Harper,  Lima; 
E.  Sinnet,  Granville,  and  T.  S.  Case,  Colambns ;  also,  that 
Dr.  E.  L.  Hills,  of  Massachusetts,  be  elected  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Society.    Report  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  committee  was  accepted,  and 
on  ballot,  the  persons  therein  named  were  elected. 

Drs.  Baker  and  Kincaid  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
wait  on  the  President  elect  and  conduct  him  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  Allen,  on  taking  the  chair^  made  a  few  appropriate 
remarks. 


Prouiding^  of  Socittim.  417 

Reports  of  standing  committees  being  called  for.  Dr.  Gor- 
don, from  the  committee  on  Medical  Societies,  made  a  partial 
report,  that  inquiries  had  been  made  of  various  County  Soci- 
eties, and  responses  have  been  made  rather  more  promptly 
than  usoaL  Few  societies  are  kept  up  with  spirit.  Some, 
however,  are  kept  up  with  much  interest.  Committee  recom- 
Biends  the  adoption  of  some  plan  of  resuscitating  the  failing 
and  decaying  societies,  as  well  as  of  inciting  interest  enough 
in  the  profession  to  cause  the  creation  of  new  societies. 

On  motion  of  Prof.  S.  M.  Smith,  the  committee  was  contin- 
led  till  next  year. 

The  committee  on  Ethics  asked  and  obtained  further  time 
to  make  up  their  report. 

Dr.  M.  B.  Wright  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions : 

Whereas,  Medical  science  has  been  sustained  by  the  united 
iBTeetigation  of  its  votaries,  and  Whereas,  a  spirit  of  confi- 
dence and  liberality  is  necessary  for  the  establishment  and 
promalgation  of  truth,  Therefore, 

Resolredj  That  all  questions,  in  which  the  members  of  this 
Society  and  the  profession  at  large  have  a  common  interest, 
should  be  considered  and  determined  in  open  society ;  and 
that  it  is  highly  reprehensible  for  a  portion  of  the  society  to 
assemble  privately,  with  a  view  to  control  questions  or  arrange 
plans  by  which  they  may  be  forcibly  settled,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  other  portion  who  may  be  in  attendance. 

ReMolvedy  That  the  position  of  an  editor  of  a  Medical  Jour- 
nal does  not  iustify  him  in  assuming  a  dictatorial  control  over 
the  mind  and  consciences  of  men — that  ho  does  not  possess 
any  inherent  or  delegated  right  to  depart  from  the  long  settled 
diaraoteristics  of  a  gentleman — and,  that  personal  abuse, 
coming  from  him,  merits  no  less  condemnation  than  when 
attered  by  the  most  unpretending  of  the  profession. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Mussey  moved  the  resolutions  be  laid  on  the 
table.     Carried. 

Dr.  Baker  moved  that  Dr.  Wright's  resolutions  be  taken 
from  the  table.     Carried. 

Dr.  John  Dawson  moved  to  refer  said  resolutions  to  the 
eoBsmittee  on  Ethics. 


wre  *xiuiAiMKnm  i0f 'AMCMiki 


Br.  Biffl  norad  to  &iMiiiitdjportp€M  4^ 

Dr.  Weblymo?^  tiiftt  tiie  Sodatj  take  a  rtoeM  imtil  M^ 
morroir  mommg  at  9  o'dock.    Lost. 

IhE*.  BalFs  motion  to  postpone  was  loet. 

Dr.  Wrigitt  arose  and' addressed  Ae  Society  at  somelengA 
in  support  of  Ins  resolntions. 

Pending  his  remarks,  the  Sodetj  took  a  rseess  nntH  8 
o'clock,  A.  If.,  to-morrotr. 

WninsDAT,  8  o'dock,  A.  If. 

Dr.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  M.  B.  Wright  havmg  the  floor,  arose  and  addressed 
the  Society  at  length  on  th^  resolutions  offered  bj  him  yes^ 
terday. 

He  said  he  regretted  that  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Coun- 
selor was  not  present,  but  as  it  was  not  his  (Dr.  Wright's) 
foult,  he  should  now  proceed  to  defend  his  cause,  which  he 
attempted  in  a  characteristic  speech  of  two  or  three  hours  in 
length,  in  which  be  ^^  pit<^ed  into  "  the  editors  of  the  Medical 
Counselor,  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  tiie  West- 
em  Lancet  particularly,  and  into  the  Ohio  Medical  College 
generally. 

Dr.  Murphey  was  amused  at  the  speech  of  Dr.  Wright, 
which  reminded  him  of  a  habit  the  Russians  ha?e  of  firing  shotp 
shell  and  rockets,  to  make  display,  without  any  other  apparent 
object  or  effect.  As  to  the  resolutions,  he  was  perfectly  will- 
ing to  vote  for  them,  considering  them  as  self-eyident  and 
wholly  unobjectionable.  But  this  Society  has  nothing  to  do 
with  them  at  all.  He  thought  the  National  Medical  Society 
was  the  true  adjudicator  of  such  difficulties. 

Dr.  Mussey  offered  a  series  of  resolutions  reprehending  the 
course  of  Dr.  Wright,  in  adding  the  ^^  appendix*'  to  the  Ethi- 
cal report,  charging  him  with  inconsistency  and  violation  of 
confidence,  and  recommending  that  the  Society  reprobate  his 
course  xmtil  he  shall  make  a  full  apology  ther^or. 

Dr.  Morehead  remarked  that  the  whole  matter  was  a  per^ 
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mqaI  one,  mnd  mored  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  sub- 
ject, which,  after  some  argamentation,  was  almost  nnanimously 
carried.  / 

The  f<Aowing  gentlemen  were  then  elected  for  member- 
■hip: 

Dr.  B.  Williams,  Cincinnati;  D.  F.  Forbes,  Toledo ;  8.  D. 
Tnrney,  J.  H.  Olds,  Circleville ;  J.  W.  White,  Stockport;  G. 
W.  Henderson,  MarysviUe ;  Jos.  Bolen,  Chrore  CSty. 

W.  H.  Mussej  ofiered  a  report,  supplementary  to  a  report 
■ade  last  year,  on  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  profes- 
wm  in  the  State.  This  led  to  a  lengthy  discussion,  in  which 
a  large  number  of  the  profession  took  part. 

An  inritation  was  received  from  the  Erie  County  Medical 
Society,  to  this  body,  to  hold  their  next  session  in  the  city  of 
Sandnaky,  which. 

On  motion,  was  accepted. 

Invitations  were  received  from  Penitentiary,  Blind  Asylum, 
Lnatic  Asylum,  and  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  to  visit  these 
iaatitations. 

Dr.  Dawson,  on  behalf  of  the  profession  of  the  city  of  Co- 
bmbaa,  invited  the  members  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Soci- 
ety to  a  banqaet,  to  be  given  at  the  Neil  House  this  evening, 
al  9  o'clock. 

Society  adjoomed  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Apternoon  Session. 

Dr.  McLean  in  the  chair. 

The  motion  to  visit  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  2|  o'clock,  was 
hid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  McMally  having  the  floor,  after  some  remarks,  offered 
fkte  following  as  an  amendment  to  Dr.  Mussey's  report  for  the 
improvement  of  the  profession,  viz :  ^^  That  an  equal  number 
ef  the  Board  of  Examiners,  in  conjunction  with  the  faculty, 
to  decide  upon  the  qualifications  of  applicants  for  diplomas." 

Remarks  by  W.  H.  Mussey,  Kincaid,  Trevitt,  Hamilton, 
Jtto.  Dawson  and  Henderson,  when  the  previous  question  was 
•oved  aad  carried. 
YokZYU— 27 


r  l&e'Miaqdiiieiit  waa  lost*;  vhea  ili^:9iiitim.  beiag  takM 
on  Ouii^ption  of  tho  report  of  ]>r,  Miiif(9j,  jl  waa  lort. 

Reports  of  special  oommitteea  being  called  for, 
.    Dr,  S.  JUL  Smithy  as  nhairman  of  qnininittee  en  Pra«tioe, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leaTO  to  be  continiied. 
.   Oommitteeto  memerialiae  tlie  Legislatiire  on  tbe  eatabBai- 
Vient  of  aboiean  of  stajlvtica,  Dr.  Armor,  no  report. 

CkMiaittee  to  collate  by^lawa  reported  iirogresa ;  and  Ika 
oonunitt^  w#8,  on  motion,  oontvaned. 

Dr.  JU  J..  Patterson,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  OphAalr 
mio  Jf edieine  and  Soxgerj,  reported  progress ;  and  on  motion 
the  committee  was  continned. 

Dr.*  B. .  Williama  was  added  to  this  committee,  in  place  of 
.Dr.,  W.  H.  Massqr>  who  asked  to  be  ezcnaed. 

The  following  resolution,  postponed  from  (last  session,  wna 
taken  up,  via : 

Bftohed^  WbBi  %  pbjaician  intereated,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  the  drug  imsiness,  where  empiric  medicines  an 
sold,  forfeits  the  respect  of  the  profession  and  his  claims  to 
membership  in  the  Society. 

On  motion,  the  resolntion  was  indefinitely  postponed,  on 
the  ground  that  the  code  of  Ethics  already  proyides  for  snch 
'Cases* 

Dr.  Robinson  offered  a  resolution  to  memorialize  the  Le^a- 
lature  for  a  law  to  allow  compensation  to  physicians  for  making 
postmortem  examinations. 

Beport  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  a  Substitute 
for  Quinine,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  at 
8  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Mussey  offered  a  resolution  to  amend  the  eon- 
atitution,  and  to  change  the  time  of  meeting  to  first  of  Janu- 
ary.   Laid  on  the  table. 

Dr  Mussey  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Society  should 
hold  a  special  meeting  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January. 

Dr.  l^evitt  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Me9olvedf  That  a  committee  of  one  member  from  the  facuhgr 
of  each  r^ular  medical  school  in  the  State,  be  appointed  by 
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Um  Chair,  to  report  to  the  next  session  of  this  Society  on  the 
standard  of  education  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  students 
lo  the  study  of  medicine.     Carried. 

Dr.  Trevitt  offered  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
report  npon  the  mineral  waters  of  the  State. 

Dr.  Green  offered  a  resolution  to  memorialize  the  Legisla- 
tore  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  compel  all  makers  and  vend- 
cn  of  quack  or  patent  medicines  to  publish  in  the  English 
language  the  names  and  quantity  of  the  ingredients  of  such 
medicines. 

Dr.  Dawson  moved  to  amend  by  appointing  Dr.  Chreen 
durman  of  a  committee  to  memorialize  the  Legislature  on 
tibm  above  subject. 

Dr.  O.  F.  Mitchell  read  a  very  interesting  paper  on  the 
•*  Cure  of  Poplitieal  Aneurism  by  Compression." 

Dr.  Green  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
iBTesiJgate  the  charge  of  Dr.  Wright  against  Dr.  Wood  (who 
mritea  investigation),  and  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Society  acyoumed  until  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday  Evenino. 

BA2TQUBT  AT  THE  Neil  Housh. — ^Thc  banquet  given  at  the 
Neil  House,  to  the  members  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Soci- 
ety, by  the  profession  of  this  city,  was  highly  creditable  both 
lo  the  profession  and  to  the  proprietors  of  that  excellent 
House. 

At  about  10  o'clock  supper  was  announced,  and  the  com- 
pmj,  including  quite  a  number  of  invited  guests  and  a  large 
^rinkling  of  ladies,  repaired  to  the  dining  room,  where  long 
;  of  tables  were  well  filled  with  the  substantial  and  dain- 

I  of  the  season  and  country.  The  aged  and  venerable  Pre- 
sident,  Dr.  Allen,  presided.  General  good  humor  and  keen- 
ness of  appetite  prevuled.  Seldom  have  we  seen  so  large, 
intelligent  and  dignified  an  assemblage  *^  surround  the  festive 
boutL'* 

At  the  dofo  of  the  repast,  a  number  of  toasts  (ooU  Water 


The  Medical  Professioii. 
r.'  JBeqK»ded  tobyProf.  Bdcer,  of  CSiieiut^ 
lucidly  set  forth  the  datiotfi  jreqpoiiiibiUtidft  •wd  mracds  off  Ike 
]^emoI^  irith  happy  aUnaionf  to.  the  Itdiei^  . 

The  Medical  aiidl^egfdprofiM^  1     :• 

.;  '  BeepQi^ded  to  hy  8.  S.  Ccvi  Eaq.^  oC  ^  dlgr^ia  liip  lii^ 
^ylei  fiiU  of  int|  hiimcHr  ai^  eloquepceu ;  *     '.  . 

Joseph  Geiger,  Esq.,  was  also  called  out,  and  alteniamly 
,  CQimlsed  the  house  with  langhter,  by  his  li:ell;rti|iied  «iid;q>iey 
/fit  and  humor,  and  hushed  it  to  breathless  siienee  laj  hia  elo- 
quent aUusions  to  the  great  and  good  of  all  pxofSesaions.    . 
:.  Eloquent  speeches  were  also  made,  by  Drs.  Kincaid  and 
Holston,  when  towards  the  early  hours  of  momingi  the  oon- 
^  pany  dispersed,  jeaoh  seeming  satisfied  that  it  was  good  to  be 
,  there. 

Thubbdat,  8  o^doek^  A.^M. 
The  Society  ifas  called  to  order-^Dr.  S.  G.  McLean  fai  tibe 
chair.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  wore  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Coons,  from  a  committee  on  reporting  a  Substi- 
tute for  Quinine,  read  a  report. 

A  motion  was  made  to  rescind  and  refer  to  the  comaiittee 
on  Publication.  The  subject  was  discussed  by  Drs.  CSoons, 
Kincaid,  Scott,  Smitib,  Lynch,  Tipton,  Gordon,  Potter,  Trevitt 
and  others. 

Communications  from  the  Superintendents  of  the  Little 
Miami,  Columbus  and  Xenia,  and  of  the  ClcTeland,  Columbos 
aqd  Cincinnati  Railroads,  offering  to  cany  members  fr^e  of 
charge  op.  their  return  from  the  meeting  of  the  Sodety,  upon 
die  presentation  of  a  certificate  of  membership  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Society. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Coons  was  receiTed  and  referred  to  the 
cosnnittee  on  Publication. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees : 

(kmmUu  on  Finme&^J>n*  X  B.  Thompson,  B.  H.  Tip- 
ton, E.  P.  Fyffe,  A.  Ball,  J.  T.  Webb. 


Proeeedingt  of  SocieHei.  428* 

Om  PyMieation—Drs.  S.  B.  Davis,  W.  W.  Dawson,  G.  P. 
Laadon,  J.  B.  Potter,  O.  W.  Maris. 

On  Obituarin — R.  Thompson. 

Amcliw  C<mmMee—C.  Cochran,  D.  Tilden,  R.  R.  Mc- 
Meens,  H.  F.  Donaho,  H.  J.  Parmeter. 

On  Medical  Etkic$—DT8.  C.  C.  Ilildrcth,  Geo.  E.  Eek, 
CbMB.  BobertaoD,  M.  Greene,  J.  S.  Taylor. 

Oh  Medical  So€ietie9—DT9.  T.  W.  Gordon,  R.  R.  McMeens, 
W.  P.  Kincaid,  J.  B.  Potter,  B.  S.  Brown. 

Om  Bureau  of  Siatieiice — Drs.  Bigelow  of  Lancaster,  G.  Y , 
Deney,  J.  C.  Coons. 

Om  the  Study  of  Medicine — ^Drs.  J.  L.  Capells,  John  Daw- 
wm,  S.  O.  Armor,  C.  G.  Comegys,  A.  H.  Baker. 

On  Surgery^^.  Dawson,  W.  H.  Massey,  C.  McDermont. 

On  Ob$letnc$—DTS.  J.  G.  P.  Holston,  H.  L.  Thrall,  J.  B,. 
Potter. 

On  Practice  of  Medicine — ^Drs.  S.  M.  Smith,  J.  A.  Mur- 
pby,  J.  C.  Thomson. 

On  Medical  Literature — Drs.  Wm.  Trcvitt,  W.  H.  Mussey, 
J.  P.  Henderson,  W.  J.  Scott,  J.  W.  Hamilton,  Richard  Gun* 

On  Opihalmic  Medicine  and  Surgery — Drs.  R.  J.  Patter- 
ton,  E.  Williams*  John  Dawson. 

On  Mineral  WaUre—Dr^.  Wm.  Trevitt,  W.  W.  Dawson,  T. 
6.  Wormley,  J.  G.  F.  Holston,  S.  Uanbury  SmitL 

On  Uterine  Disease — ^Drs.  R.  R.  McMeens,  J.  D.  Robin- 
MOt  W.  P.  Kincaid. 

On  Insanity — Drs.  G.  E.  Eels,  S.  M.  Smith,  L.  Firestone, 

On  Charges  against  T.  Wood — Drs.  M.  Green,  W.  Trevitt, 
W.  P.  Kincaid,  J.  B.  Potter,  and  T.  W.  Gordon. 

Dr.  Robertson's  resolution  being  the  order  of  the  day,  was 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Society  took  a  recess  until  half-past  1 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Dr.  Baker,  of  the  committee  on  Medical  Ethics,  offered  a 
rep«>rt,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Publication, 
with  discretionary  powers. 

Dr.  Holston  read  his  paper  on  a  Pumpkin  seed,  the  Nucleus 
f«>r  Tesical  calculus  in  the  malo,  and  exhibited  the  specimen. 


Dr.  Kennedy  ofiered  the  feDoving: 

'  Bemivei,  That's  committee  of  thvee  be  appeiot^  to  report 

%X  onr  next  meeting  such  fitcts  W  eonrinnons  m  thej  nay  be 

aUe  to  arrire  at^  reepeoting  tfaepfte ^of  CUoroform  m  obelet* 

rioal  praotioe/  ..:./«.         "  J.' 

Adopted,.. 

Dre.  Kennedy,  CSmmj  iiid 'Lyaehi  irere  i^peiBted  Mid 
committee*  •••  ■■ 

On  motion,  the  reaolnti^ia  referring  ihe'report  of  the  chaur- 
man  of-ttie  committee  on  Bthici  to  the  committee  4m  PuUica* 
tion,  was  resdnded.      • 

The  committee '  on  Admiaaiona  presented  ihe  nam^  of  Dr. 
Jamee  Smith,  (tf  Grov^ort,  aa  a  member  of  the  Sod^. 


Dr.  Dawson  oflEered  the  folloiqng :  ^ 

JBesoIvei,  That  the  Treasnrer  be  instraqtedto  pa^Tlssard 
4  AllbrighL  of  Eaton,  ont  of  the  first  moneys  reoeiTed,  the' 
balance  of  their  acconxii  for  pubHshinff  the  tranaactioiis  for 

Carried. 

Dr.  Smith  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Seaolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report 
on  the  relation  of  the  microscope  to  pathology,  at  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed:  Drs.  Gundry, 
Holston  and  W.  H.  Mussey. 

Dr.  Kincaid  offered  the  following : 

Reiolved^  That  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Ohio  yiews 
with  deep  interest  the  appointment  by  the  American  Medical 
Association,  of  a  committee  to  investigate  the  Etiology  and 
I^thology  of  epidemic  cholera,  and  hereby  earnestly  requests 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  fVom  Ohio  to 
render  all  assistance  in  their  power  toward  passing  a  bill 
through  Congress  granting  to  said  committee  every  necessary 
means  to  make  a^nost  thorough  investigation  of  that  disease. 

Adopted. 

Dr.  S.  y.  Firor  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  member  of 
this  Society.    Laid  on  the  table  until  the  January  meeting. 
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Dr.  Gordon  oflfored  the  following : 

JtemUvedj  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  insti* 
tale  a  set  of  experiments  in  rektion  to  the  medical  properties 
«f  ike  EnonyncoB  Americana  and  Attropnrperia.    Aaopted. 

Tlie  foDowing  gentlemen  were  appointed:  Drs.  Gordon, 
Kineaid,  and  S.  M.  Smith. 

Dr.  McMally  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  laying  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  a  Plan  to  regulate  the  iSractice  of 
Physic  in  the  State  of  Ohio  on  the  table.    Lost. 

Resolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  passed  by  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society,  to  tiie  officers  of  the  several  railroads  which 
have  tendered  to  members  returning  home  a  free  passage  npon 
their  roads. 

Dr.  Trevitt  moved  that  the  acting  President  be  requested 
lo  report  to  the  Convention  for  publication,  the  names  of  dele- 
gales  and  alternates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 
Adopted. 

Dr.  Trevitt  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

R^^Iredj  That  Prof.  Ilamilton,  of  this  city,  be  appointed  a 
qiedal  committee  to  report  on  the  subject  of  Mcdico-legal 
relations  of  Fractures. 

Dr.  John  Dawson  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Besolvedj  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  forward 
to  each  of  the  members  who  pay  up  their  dues,  their  propor- 
tion of  the  copies  of  the  transactions. 

ReMclvedj  That  the  Librarian  be  directed  to  gather  up  and 
take  in  charge  all  the  back  volumes  of  the  transactions. 

Dr.  Baker  moved  that  the  minority  report  of  the  committee 
to  memorialize  the  Legislature,  be  referred  to  the  committee 
en  Publication.     Carried. 

Re9olvedf  Tlut  the  thanks  of  this  Society  arc  duo  to  the 
r^ular  medical  profession  of  Columbus,  for  the  very  satisfac- 
lory  and  cordial  reception  that  has  been  extended  to  it  during 
the  present  session. 

Dr.  Trevitt  offered  the  following : 

lUMolredy  That  Dr.  Robert  Thompson  be  appointed  a  select 
eooimittee  npon  Fractures  of  the  upper  and  lower  extremities, 


4M  JAiMwAMji^  4|/ 


witb  their  appropriate  mojm-'iii  k  artintnnl/»t,<B0  Jumkrj 
iMelinf  fKTwe  Sopiety,      ,  ^     .  r 

Br.Kincaiddbndaefidkmi^:  > 

'  AmA^,  That  tiiree  delegates  teapp^^  Chu^, 

t»atttiid  the  next  ie«i<m  of  the  Kentieky  Stste^  M edioal  80- 

cietyi  and  a  like  nmnber  to  the  Lidiwa  State  Medical  Bodetjit 

The  fbUoTnaggeademen  vera  appmted  sail  aoouDitlees : 
Kentaeky— Meanri.  Gordon,  ^OMaid  and  ft.  O.  MoLeaab 
Indiaiia— D.  A.  Jisbet^  A*  H.  Baker  nd  Mrr  Biiii^per. 

Dr.  80ett  itfered the  fidlewh^  I:  ; . 

WsBUAa^  a^intereat  fof  thkflaeietgr  wraM  he  mae^ 
teriYohMrvad  hy  htrna^  the  tnnnotwna  aErthe  Society  pobi 
fished  soon  after  ita  adjoamment :  Therefore, 
:  JU$Bbf§d9  Ttait  the  eomiaittee  eiit  PaUieatioB  be  rtq^eated 
te  paUiflh  tham  aa  aooB  aa  praotioaUe* 

Adopted* 

Dr.  Baker  offered  the  fefiowing : 

Beached,  Thatthecoimsdtteeof  Arrragementibe'a^ 
are  hereby  mstriioted  to  eiaploy  a  coo^peteiit  reporter  to'  l!e 
present  at  our  meeting,  and  report  for  tne  Society  as  be  may 
be  directed. 

Referred  to  Drs.  A.  H.  Baker  and  J.  W.  Hamilton,  to  report 
at  the  January  session. 

J.  W.  Hamilton  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  introduce  an 
amendment  to  the  by-laws,  proyiding  that  papers  and  reporta 
not  ready  for  publication  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  will  not 
be  entertained  by  the  Publishing  committee. 

Dr.  Trevitt  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Ii€m>hedy  That  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Harper  be  appointed  a  select 
committee  to  report  upon  the  Epidemics  of  the  North-west  part 
of  the  State. 

Dr.  D.  A.  Fisher  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Beiolvedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  officers  of  this  Society,  for  the  faithftil 
and  impartial  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their 
duties  during  the  present  session. 

Drs.  Hamilton,  Smith  and  Trevitt  were  appointed  as  com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  for  January  sessions. 

A  communication  from  Dr.  Snow.    Reply. 

The  Society  adjourned  after  prayer  by  Dr.  S.  M.  Smith. 
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progress  of  ^ebtrine. 


FRANCK 


Iodine — lU  passage  by  diguHve  assimtlatian  into  the  milk  of 
9cme  of  the  mammifera.  Translated  from  the  French  for 
Die  liancet,  by  J.  H.  T. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  M.  Labourdette  read  before  the  Aoad- 
iBj  of  Medicine  a  paper,  giving  an  acoonnt  of  the  conjoint 
Uora  of  Dumesnil  and  himself  in  regard  to  the  absorption  of 
ifsdine,  and  the  medication  of  animal  milk  therewith.  We 
give  an  extract. 

The  physicians  of  ancient  times  had  already  observed  that 
iha  mi&  of  animals  would  become  aromatic  when  they  fed 
Wfmk  aarory  thyme,  marjoram,  etc. — that  it  would  be  impreg- 
nated with  the  color  of  saffron,  madder,  wine,  etc. 

Obserrations  less  ancient  have  shown  that  certain  substances 
of  the  inorganic  kingdom  can  equally  arrive  in  the  milk  by 
■aaimilative  digestion ;  but  it  is  singular  that  the  very  mineral 
■■bstAnce  which  has  been  sometimes  prescribed  by  this  indi- 
rect route,  is  the  article  whose  presence  there  is  the  most 
doubtful :  We  refer  to  the  mercurial  preparations  administer- 
ed to  wet  nurses  for  the  cure  of  children  affected  with  syphilis. 

Dp  to  the  present,  the  preparations  of  mercury  which  have 
been  used  have  never  been  detected  in  the  milk  of  asses,  as 
has  been  clearly  demonstrated  by  Peligot,  and  we  have  our- 
•elres  never  been  able  to  find  them  in  any  animals  upon  which 
we  have  experimented. 

Although  a  result  very  different  has  been  obtained  in  regard 
lo  a  goodly  number  of  other  mineral  substances,  and  notablv 
u  to  iodine,  which  even  after  frictions,  has  been  found  by  M. 
Cantn  in  the  urine,  the  sweat,  the  saliva,  the  milk  and  blood  of 
the  patients  who  were  subjected  to  its  use;  still  we  do  not  find 
that  any  one  has  seriously  thought  of  administering  bromine, 
iodine,  or  iron,  after  having  combined  them  by  digestive  ab- 
mpdon  with  the  milk  of  certain  mammifera. 

The  aaaertions  of  certain  cheuiists,  and  the  hopes  of  certain 
practitioners,  arising  from  the  progress  of  organic  chemistry, 
induced  me  to  imagine,  in  1846,  that  I  might  reach  this  de- 


nderfttam ;  bat  the  phenomena  of  iodio  intozioation  known  to 
erer^  body,  where  iodine  or  thoiodide  of  pc(hMiyn  hare  been 
administer^  for  Bereralmontbeyin  doees  tf  £m|  three  to  foor 
ecmples  daily,  threw  into  eonfioLsion  mr  animal  labrat<»7.  I 
qniokly  loet  m  of  m?  milk  eows.  Howerer,  I  pereevered, 
and  endeavored  to  find  among  the  Jdeaa  of  the  older  therqien* 
tiata  wyuvanta  and  oorreotiyei.  It  was  only  after  a  long  time 
>nd  nomerous  trials,  that  I  arriredat  the  solution  of  tM  fol- 
lowibg  problem :     . 

1\>  nenthdiie  by  eertain  eonreetirai^the  lini^il  tnflipenot  of 
the  iodide  of  potassium. 

^  Before  entering  npon  the  ezposiCum  of  diia  syslemaliBed 
method,  of  whioh  the  honor  belongs  to  the-eiperimenti  of  mgf 
ftiend  Dnmesnil,  I  wish  to  present  some'  fiiiotB  whiek  ka;^ 
faDen  nnder  my  own  observation.  Tbeee  bets  rehle  to  tiJM 
several  patholodoal  states  whioh  are  oocasioned  by  fedine,  and 
its  binary  oomUnation  with  pottssinm. 

7he  iodio  intozioatioA  when  we  employ  the  iodide  0f  petals 
slum  for  three  months,  in  doses  of  from  six  to  eight  gBains 
daily,  consists  in, 

1st.  A  dyspnia,  which  shows  itself  toward  the  end  ef  the 
first  month;  at  the  second  I  have  noticed  a  manifest  fiuling  of 
flesh  and  a  constant  saburral  condition. 

2d.  In  a  sensation  of  general  discomfort,  with  lassitude  and 
obstinate  constipation. 

8d.  In  an  exalted  sensibility  of  the  skin,  especially  over  the 
tnmk. 

4th.  In  a  singular  and  analogous  modification  of  the  mueas 
membrane  of  the  genito,  urinary,  and  olfactore  organs  (hyper- 
scention.) 

5th.  Finally,  in  a  sharp  nephitic  pain,  which  persists  for  a 
long  time  after  the  experiments  cease. 

The  year  following,  I  determined  to  take  the  tincture  of 
iodine  durbg  a  month.  Every  day,  either  before  or  after  my 
meals,  I  swdlowed  fifteen  drops,  taken  in  a  glass  of  water : 
intoxication  showed  itself  earlier  than  in  the  year  preceding ; 
towards  the  ninth  day,  the  metalic  taste  and  inappetence  were 
already  noticeable.  During  an  intervsl  of  six  months,  I  took 
no  more  of  it,  but  remarked  that  the  loss  of  flesh  which  I  had 
sustained  was  very  persistent.  Thus,  as  M.  Gtendren  had 
already  tried  upon  himself,  I  advanced  to  the  ne  plus  ultra  of 
proof—- that  is,  to  taking  fifteen  grain  doses  of  the  tincture 
once  or  oftener,  according  to  its  tolerance.    The  first  dose, 
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taken  in  a  tombler  of  sweet  water,  occasioned  before  the  mor- 
row a  swelling  of  the  nasal  mucus  membrane,  some  tears,  and 
hoarseness.  A  like  dose  was  taken  the  day  following,  and  an 
aogmentation  of  these  symptoms  ensued;  the  sensibili^  of 
die  skin,  particularly  over  the  dorsal  region,  appeared,  together 
with  a  sharp  pain  idong  the  mucus  lining  of  the  urethra. 

The  succeeding  day  a  third  dose  was  taken  in  the  same 
Menstruum :  the  metalic  taste,  weeping,  hoarseness,  dematal- 
gin,  all  augmented,  and  on  the  day  subsequent,  I  experienced 
some  degree  of  cephalalgin,  and  the  senaibilitT  of  the  skin 
about  the  scapular  region  was  such,  that  for  eight  days  the 
rubbing  of  the  clothing  was  intolerable ;  now  a  violent  oorysa 

I  in,  and  an  inflammatory  discharge  from  the  urethra  com- 
1 ;  an  intense  bronchitis  succeeded  to  all  the  other  phe- 


I  oombatted  these  several  conditions  by  baths  and  emoli- 
cuts ;  a  month  later,  there  only  remained  the  inappetence. 
Since  that  period,  my  digestive  functions  have  never  recovered 
their  former  vigor. 

Now,  the  animals  to  which  I  gave  either  the  tincture  of 
iodine  or  the  iodide  of  potassium  experienced  the  same  effects 
whenever  I  gave  them  a  quantity  sufficient  to  properly  impreg- 
nate their  milk  ;  moreover,  towards  the  third  month,  some  of 
the  smallest  of  them  had  their  milk  to  disappear  rapidly;  while 
dM  mammarv  and  abdominal  veins  became  greatly  dilated. 
Five  times  during  my  first  experiments,  an  incurable  mete* 
oriamus  took  off  my  cows.  Such  are  in  general  the  effects 
produced  by  iodine  upon  man  and  some  other  mammifera.  I 
maist  especially  upou  the  functional  alterations  which  are  oc- 
casioned by  their  usage :  I  refer  to  the  profound  derangements 
of  the  digestive  tube,  which  are  ro  difficult  to  repair.  The 
lad  is  not  general,  but  is  observed  in  a  great  number  of  cases. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  some  physicians,  it  would  bo 
of  immense  value  to  be  able  to  give  to  sick  children,  at  the 
same  time  with  their  milk,  a  modifyiug  agent  of  such  potency 
as  iodine;  and  this  we  have  attempted  to  furnish,  profiting  by 
die  fact  that  one  of  us,  residing  in  Normandic,  on  a  model 
farm,  where  he  can  give  all  necessary  care  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  iodine  to  the  milk  cows,  and  register  the  results 
obtained,  occupying  himself  whollv  in  the  analysis  by  humid- 
ity, whilst  the  other  has  special  charge  of  the  other  proceed- 
mgs. 
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Mode  of  AdminiHration. — The  iodide  of  potassium  lias 
nerer  been  given  in  less  than  46  grains  daily ;  it  has  been 
carried  to  90,  and  even  to  150  grains  daily,  always  taking  care 
to  angment  the  broth  of  correetiye  substances  in  the  same 
proportion.  At  the  adminbtration  of  the  150  gr.  doses,  acci- 
dents will  begin  almost  immediately,  if  the  greatest  care  is 
not  given  to  the  employment  of  correctives.  We  are  guided 
in  the  division  of  that  truthful  scale  of  dosing  by  the  quantity 
of  milk  furnished  by  the  animal  in  a  day,  and  not  by  the 
weight  of  the  body. 

Immediately  after  each  milkine,  there  is  presented  to  the 
cow,  in  a  wooden  or  earthen  vessel,  which  has  been  varnished, 
a  broth,  sometimes  thick — ^sometimes  much  diluted,  of  two 
pints  in  volume,  with  which  is  incorporated  a  solution  of 
iodine,  and  its  correctives.  Half  an  hour  afterwards,  its  food 
is  given  as  ordinary.  Sometimes  cows  will  refuse  this  prepa- 
ration, and  then  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  the  greatest  pre- 
caution, and  in  order  to  bring  these  exceptions  within  the 
general  rule,  it  is  necessary  they  should  undergo  a  preparatory 
treatment. 

This  operation,  in  the  cases  which  now  occupy  our  attention, 
consists  in  an  intestinal  preparation,  indispensable  in  order  to 
change  with  impunity  the  milk  of  the  animals.  It  is  to  this 
previous  treatment  that  we  owe  the  possibility  of  hurrying  or 
retarding  the  passage  of  the  iodine  by  the  triple  route  of  the 
kidneys,  the  mamma  and  the  intestines.  Without  this,  the 
impregnation  of  the  animal  is  always  dangerous.  It  should 
last  from  twenty  to  thirty  days,  and  is  not  complete  until  the 
cow  will  swallow  the  iodine,  accompanied  by  its  correctives, 
without  repumance,  and  until  the  lactial  secretion  attains  a 
medium  nearly  invariable. 

In  all  cases,  the  absorption  of  iodine,  as  in  man,  takes  place 
with  great  rapidity,  and  we  have  always  been  able  to  detect 
the  salt  or  the  iodine  itself,  ten,  six,  or  even  throe  hours  after 
its  ingestion.  Then  the  milk  contains  the  active  principle  in 
a  natural  combination,  as  does  the  cod-liver  oil,  but  in  a  much 
greater  proportion. 

Physiological  Effects, — ^Very  often  during  the  first  few  days 
which  succeed  this  treatment,  the  quantity  of  milk  is  augment- 
ed considerably.  Soon  the  secretion  returns  to  its  former 
quantity,  and  even  will  diminish  rapidly,  if  the  animal  be  kept 
confined.  It  is  now  necessary  to  send  the  animal  out  into  the 
rich  pastures,  where  there  is  much  moisture ;  the  scale  of  se- 
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cretioii  will  again  become  elevated,  and  will  continne  as  ordi- 
nary for  a  long  time,  provided  the  animal  remains  in  like 
bTorable  ciroomstances.  It  is  then  demonstrated  that  within 
the  limits  which  we  have  indicated  (45  to  150  grs.V  the  con- 
stitution of  milking  animals  will  not  saffer,  and  their  milk  will 
not  diminish  to  an  appreciable  extent,  during  a  period  of  from 
fre  to  six  months. 

Pkmical  and  Chemical  Properties  of  the  Milk  obtained  by 
fUs  Treatmcni. — ^We  have  here  a  singular  result  of  the  influ- 
cnee  of  iodine  upon  the  product  which  occupies  our  attention. 
We  maj  properly  admit,  a  priori^  that  the  intimate  combina- 
tion of  iodine,  or  of  iodide  of  potash  with  milk  by  assimilation, 
oa^t  to  impress  it  with  peculiar  physical  and  chemical  prop- 
erties ;  that  probably  the  ordinary  chemical  reactions,  especi- 
ally those  of  chloride  and  starch,  could  not  reveal  the  metal- 
loid, as  would  take  place  in  a  simple  solution  of  iodine  in 
■ilk. 

This  is  what  our  experience  has  fully  confirmed.  Thus, 
that  liquid  obtained  fit>m  cows  under  treatment,  especially 
after  the  first  month  of  treatment,  does  not  compute  itself  in 
the  separation  of  its  elements,  either  as  ordinary  milk,  or  as 
milk  simply  mixed,  it  keeps  much  longer  than  the  lat- 
ter. After  its  compilation  by  acetic  or  tartaric  acids,  it 
beeomea  impossible  to  separate  the  fatty  parts,  either  by  ether 
«r  aloohol.  When  the  cheesy  clot,  washed  as  much  as  possi- 
ble iq>on  a  filter,  is  placed  over  the  fire  of  a  lamp  in  a  porce- 
kin  e^Mule,  we  remark  that  it  enjoys  a  remarkable  ductilitr, 
which  does  not  appear  proportioned  to  the  charge  of  milk 
from  which  it  is  taken :  its  elasticity  is  also  singularly  aug- 
mented. Moreover,  no  metuiic  taste  of  iodine  or  of  an  ioduret 
■hows  their  presence,  when  the  milk  contains  from  three  to 
four  grains  per  quart. 

•  .  Qwmtiiaiive  Analyeie. — From  numerous  analysis  by  the 
hnmid  method,  we  may  conclude, 

1st.  That  the  milk  of  cows  submitted  to  our  treatment  con- 
tains a  considerable  quantity  of  iodine,  the  fluid  having  yield- 
ed up  as  high  as  fifteen  grains  of  the  ioduret  per  quart. 

StO.  It  is  eas^  for  any  practitioner,  however  little  skilled  in 
such  manipulations,  to  detect  the  presence,  and  to  some  extent 
appreciate  its  qnantitv,  from  the  intensity  of  its  coloring. 

Sd.  That  milx,  neither  in  its  natural  state,  nor  when  iodine 
has  been  added  to  it,  will  present  the  physical  or  chemical 
diaractcffistics  of  that  which  has  been  impregnated  with  iodine 
by  digesiiTe  aasimilstion. 


jRUnqmrfM  Jig^t^^Tka  raralti  dbliiiuid  an  < 
bilitjy  80  oommoii  aoioiig  ehildrai  and  ftaMilei^  in  guttonUgfa 


Mgorffementi,  in  Btramoiu  ophtkaInni%  Mvofalou  fmmffjb^ 
aeni  m  children  nonriahed  artifidally^  were  eo  remsrkme  ne 
to  ooeasion  tarprifle.  Bnrely  hsTe  ire  fiukd*  Muj  deUK* 
Iftted,  nerroiie  femelee  hsTe  eiperienoed  fron  lie  we  n  remuk- 
able  improYement  Yh  can  affinD»  as  the  general  reenk  of 
oar  experifl(neey  that  milk  thna  toedieated  wiU  flK>diff  in  a 
prompt  and  enrpriaing  manner  ihe  lympidtio  and  eereftdete 
eonstitation:  that  this  milk,  chloro^odnreted,  {toe  it  eontaina 
an  enormous  qnantitr  of  chloride  of  sodinm,  as  a  residt  of  tte 
animal's  diet), probabhr  iriU  be  employed  in  eases  ^phthisk, 
aftw  the  method  of  £atoni,  which  seems  to  haTO  had  i 


We  mnst  remark  that  its  remedial  action  does  not  at  aD 
resemble  that  obtained  hjr  the  employment  of  Itfge  doses  of 
iodine,  or  iodide  of  potasL  No  yisible  action  upon  the  akfai 
or  mucus  membrane  has  erer  been  manifested :  tor  in  reiality 
.the  dose  of  iodine  is  Tory  small ;  but  it  more  resembles  in  its 
action  good  cod-liver  oil,  the  stimulant  and  nutritiTe  qualifies 
of  the  ehloro-iodureted  milk  fulfilling  thus  a  most  important 
therapeutic  indication. 

N.  B. — The  correctiyes  spoken  of  as  given  during  the  pre- 
paratory treatment  of  the  animal,  are  the  chloride  of  sodium 
— ^the  nitrate  of  potash  in  large  doses,  according  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  mammae— alum  and  rhatany  as  astringents- 
sulphate  of  soda  as  purgative,  and  fresh  or  coagulated  aUra^ 
men  as  acyunots  to  the  iodides. 


ENGLAND, 

Tapping  of  the  Perieardium,  and  Iodine  Infection  into  that 
Cavity^  in  a  Case  of  PerieardiHey  with  JBffueion;  Favorable 
Beeulte. 

M.  Arait,  physician  of  the  Hospital  St.  Antoine,  at  Paris, 
lately  brought  before  the  Academy  of  Medicine  the  case  of  a 
young  man,  twenty-three  years  of  age,  who  was  admitted  un- 
der his  care  in  July,  1855,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  severe 
pericarditis.  The  patient  had  been  treated  for  pleurisy  in 
the  same  hospital  a  few  months  before,  and  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  tubercles  had  formed  in  the  lungs.  As  the 
young  man  was,  on  his  second  adndssioni  very  weak,  and  af- 
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beted  with  diairhoea,  the  antiphlogistio  treatment  conid  not 
be  naed  with  sufficient  energy ;  and  the  inflammation  of  the 
pericardiam,  far  from  being  subdued,  was  speedily  followed 
uw  efiiaion.  The  liquid  was  so  abundant  that  yery  severe  fits 
m  a  dyspnoea  came  on,  and  M.  Aran  therefore  resolved  to 
tq»  the  pericardium. 
Thoagh  phyeieian  to  an  hospital,  he  performed  the  opera- 
himself, '  ' ' 


with  a  small  sized  trocar  and  canula,  the  direc- 
tioii  beine  from  below  upwards,  in  the  fifth  intercostal  spacCi 
a  little  below  the  spot  wnere  the  dullness  on  percussion  was 
wen  marked.  The  actual  extent  of  the  distcncled  pericardium 
figured  by  concentric  lines  drawn  on  the  chest,  and  the 
'  situation  of  the  heart  carefully  ascertained  by  asculta* 
About  twenty-eight  ounces  of  a  reddish  transparent 
teroeity  escaped,  with  great  relief  to  the  urgunt  symptons 
vUeh  nad  called  for  the  operation.  An  injection  was  then 
thrown  into  the  cavity  of  the  pericardium,  composed  of  an 
euee  and  a  half  of  water,  half  an  ounce  of  tincture  of  iodine, 
a^d  fifteen  grains  of  iodide  of  potasium.  The  injection  was 
well  bomev  and  a  few  drachms  of  the  liquid  having  been  al- 
lowed to  flow  out,  the  wound  was  closed  by  compresses. 

The  symptoms,  however,  returned,  and  twelve  days  after 
the  operation  tapping  was  again  had  recourse  to,  when  forty- 
Bine  ounces  of  a  greenish  albumiuous  liquid  escaped.  A 
stronger  iodine  injection  was  now  used.  The  operation  gave 
the  patient  neither  pain  nor  uneasiness,  and  in  the  space  of 
ten  days  the  dulness  had  considerably  diminished.  But  as 
the  heart  and  pericardium  improved  the  lungs  grew  worse ; 
symptoms  of  tubercles  became  more  plain,  and  dropsical  efiu- 
sions  in  various  parts  of  the  body  appeared.  The  latter 
symptoms  were  removed  by  blisters  and  vapour  baths,  and 
the  patient  finally  recovered  so  far  as  the  afiection  of  the 
mdmonory  organs  would  allow  ;  but  the  bold  treatment  used 
nr  the  pericarditis  with  eflusion  was  completely  successful. — 
Lomdan  Laneei. 


MModfor  the  DeUdion  of  Pho9phoru9  in  Oases  of  Poisoning. 
K  Mitscherlich  considers  the  following  the  most  delicate 
method  for  the  detection  of  phosphorus  in  toxicological  cases : 
The  substance  to  be  examined  is  distilled  with  sulphuric  acid 
and  water  from  a  flask,  and  the  vapour  conducted  through  a 
gbaa  tube  into  a  vertical  glass  receiver.    This  receiver  passes 


y^iclrp  H'hioh  is  conBtuitljTemted  ifi  lite  nmal  ittaiitaeii^  tb 
thftt  the  hot  wat^  esoftpes  from  the  top,  tadito  ooM'vjmr 
joniert  at  the  Kottom.  U^der  the  lihf^  end  or  the  r^beiye^ 
>fmch  passes  tiutragh  tibe  'Dottooi  of  the  ebolelry  a'tebpell^ 
pUced  to  opUect  the  dii^tiUate.  ,         ^  '  /  :/'*'" 

If  phosphonis  is  present,  i^'Ttiuhff  )jm 
Irteani  inta  the  reoeiter,  and  it  may  oe  seen  yhere  the  TftpMir 
enters  &e  eoel  portion  of  the  receiver^  as  a  distinet  dImuU£ 
iion  in  the  dask,  which  long  eontinif  es.  Gehcnrally  an  llhbilt 
nated  ring  isobsenred.  From snfMStances,  saoh  asflonr,  wMeK 
only  contain  one  himdred-thottfandthpart  of  phoiiphorab,  d^ 
Ihdd  can  be  fiitllled  off,  and  th0  .dotfUation  be  oMtinoe^ 
ibr  hatf  an  hoar  irilhoat  the  illimdnation  ceasing.  After  ni<i^ 
an  experiment,  the  flask  and  its  contents  m^  he  exposed  to 
Che  air  for  foorteen  days,  and  the  .distillation  repeeted  wfft 
tite  development  of  the  illmiiination.  .      ^ 

'  When  Yobtile  bodies,  as  etiier,  alcohol,  and  oil  of  torpen* 
tine,  are  preJB<)nt,  which,  destroy  the  ilhimination  of  Ube 
phosphorus,  the  ether  and  the  dcohol'mnst  be  dietilled  oi^ 
and  then  the  iDominatipn  wiO  appear.  (Kl  (if  torpenfmil 
'prerents  the  iUmnination ;  but  sncn  an  admixture  is  not  like^ 
to  occor  in  forensic  investigations.  If  ammonia  be  present^ 
its  detrimental  influence  may  be  prevented  by  the  adcution  <n 
sulphuric  add. — L<mian  JOaneeL 


DMhfr4m  FrighL 

A  singular  case,  in  which  a  youth  named  Harrison  died 
Irom  the  effects  of  fright,  has  just  been  brought  nhder  the 
notice  of  the  profession  at  York.  The  hapless  deeessed 
had  sliffhtly  scratched  himself  with  a  knife,  and  he  Seeame  m 
alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  a  few  drops  of  blood  whidi  ooaed 
from  the  nearly  imperceptible  wound,  that  his  nervous  system 
received  a  fearful  shock,  from  which  it  never  recovereo,  and 
he  gradually  sunk.  It  seems  that  a  short  time  previously 
th^  deceased's  brother  died  from  the  effects  of  exceesiva 
hsemorrhage,  and  this  no  doubt  acted  most  violent]|y  on  the 
nervous  system,  and  led  to  the  fatal  result 
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Om  a  !New  Mode  of  Effecting  Artifici  il  Respiration.  By 
Mabshall  Hall,  M.  D.,  F.  K.  S.,  Member  of  the  InetiiiUe 
ef  France,  etc. 

The  following  document  can  not  fail  to  interest  our  readers: 

Aruficial  respiration  is  the  eine  qua  nan  of  our  treatment 

of  BQspended  animal  animation  by  drowning,  strangulation, 

efic^  and  the  only  efficient  mode  of  accomplLshing  it  is,  I  be- 

liere,  that  here  described. 

^  AUtnded  at  St.  Oeorge'i  Hosvitalj  to  witness  some  experi- 
ments made  on  the  new  method  of  producing  artificial  respi- 
raliom  without  the  aid  of  a  beUowSj  as  proposed  by  Mabshall 
Hall,  M.  D.,  etc. 

^  The  mouth  and  one  nostril  were  carefully  closed  by  means 
of  sticking  plaster,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  air  finding  its 
WBj  through  them.  In  the  other  nostril  was  inserted  a  caout- 
ckoQc  tube,  about  three  feet  long,  at  the  end  of  which  was 
ised  a  bent  glass  tube  of  the  same  size,  into  which  was  poured 
a  teaspoonful  of  water. 

^  The  operator  then  took  hold  of  the  subject  (which  was 
lyins  in  the  prone  position)  by  the  left  shoulder  and  hip,  and 
genUy  raised  it,  until  the  whole  body  was  resting  on  the  right 
nde.  This  movement  caused  the  air  to  enter  the  glass  tube, 
creating  bubbles  in  the  water  as  it  passed  on  into  the  lungs ; 
aad  on  the  body  being  slowly  replaced  on  the  stomach,  the  air 
was  freely  expelled  from  the  lungs,  and  caused  the  same  agi- 
lation  in  the  water  as  it  made  its  exit  through  the  glass  tube. 
**  Jud^ng  from  the  agitation  of  the  water,  the  quantity  of 
lir  which  passed  into  the  lungs  must  have  been  considerable, 
aid  quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  artificial  respiration. 

^  The  great  advantage  of  inflating  the  lungs  by  means  of 
Ae  rotatory  movement,  or  raising  the  body  by  the  one  shoul- 
(far  and  hip,  is  the  readiness  with  which  one  person  can  per- 
fonn  the  operation  in  the  absence  of  any  otlier  assistance. 
**  This  experiment  appeared  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory. 
"  This  other  method  was  then  tried,  by  raising  the  subject 
bj  the  two  shoulders,  until  the  stomach  was  freed  from  any 
preflsure  on  the  table,  and  then  gently  lowered  down  again. 
TUa  movement  produced  precisely  the  same  results  as  the 
rotatory,  but  required  more  strength  to  perform  it. 

'<  Herbert  Williams, 

Suptrmimioit  R.  JST.  8.  Hydt^park  Reeiiwi^  h\mm. 

-Feb.  6th,  1866." 
Vol.  xvn— 28 
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In  the  9upine  position,  the  tongue/oZb  backwards,  and  closes 
the  glottis.     All  inspiration  is  therefore  impossible. 

In  the  prone  position,  the  iougae  falls  forwards,  and  leares 
the  glottis  freely  patent,    inspiration  is  therefore  possible. 

Respiration  is  ^eded  by  placing  the  patient  in  the  prone 
position,  and  turning  an  the  side  ftilTy,  and  rather  more,  alter- 
natelj.  In  the  former  position,  pressure  is  ipade  on  the  tho- 
rax and  abdomen  equal  to  the  weight  of  the  body,  and  expi- 
ration takes  place.  In  the  latter,  that  pressure  is  removed, 
and  inspiration  occurs. 

These  movements  being  made  alternately,  gently  and  equa- 
bly, sixteen  times  a  minute,and  no  more,re8piration  is  efiSciently 
performed,  and  this  without  bellows,  syringe,  or  any  appara- 
tus, all  of  which  are  not  only  unnecessary,  but^  for  reasons 
which  can  not  now  be  detailed,  dangerous. 

I  trust  soon  to  send  you  a  fuller  set  of  New  Rules  for  the 
Treatment  of  Asphyxia.  In  the  mean  time,  this  short  com- 
munication may  not  be  without  its  utility. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 
— London  Lancet.']  Marshall  Hall. 


The  Musk'Deer. 

This  little  persecuted  animal  would  probably  have  been  left 
undisturbed  to  pass  a  life  of  peace  and  quietness  in  its  native 
forests,  but  for  the  celebrated  perfume  with  which  nature  has 
provided  it.  Its  skin  being  worthless  from  its  small  size,  the 
flesh  alone  would  hold  out  no  inducement  for  the  villagers  to 
hunt  it  while  larger  game  was  more  easily  procurable;  and  its 
comparative  insignificance  would  alike  have  protected  it  from 
the  pursuit  of  the  European  sportsman.  As  the  musk,  how- 
ever, is  the  most  valuable  of  all,  no  animal  is  so  universally 
sought  after  in  every  place  it  is  known  to  inhabit  Musk  is 
in  demand  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  world,  yet  little,  I  be- 
lieve, is  known  of  the  nature  and  habits  of  the  animal  that 
produces  it. 

The  musk-deer  is  rather  more  than  three  feet  long,  and 
stands  two  high  at  the  shoulder ;  but  they  vary  considerably 
in  size,  those  found  in  thick,  shady  woods  being  invariably 
larger  than  those  on  rocky  open  ground.  The  head  is  small, 
the  ears  long  and  erect.  The  male  has  a  tusk  depending  from 
each  upper  jaw,  which,  in  a  full-grown  animal,  is  about  three 
inches  long,  the  thickness  of  a  goose-qnill ;  sharp-pointed, 


S3] 
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mad  cnrvhig  slightly  backwards.  The  general  color  is  a  dark 
speckled  brownish-graj,  deepening  to  nearly  black  on  the 
fajBd-qaarters,  where  it  is  edged  down  the  inside  of  the  thighs 
ith  xvddish-yellow.  The  throat,  belly  and  legs  are  of  a  lighter 
'.  Legs  long  and  slender ;  toes  long  and  pointed ;  the 
heels  are  long,  and  rest  on  the  ground  as  well  as  the  toes. 
Tlie  fur  is  composed  of  thick  spiral  hairs,  not  unlike  miniature 
poreiq)iiie  qnills ;  they  are  very  brittle,  breaking  with  a  slight 
pwH,  and  so  thickly  set  that  numbers  may  be  pulled  ont  with- 
omt  altering  the  outward  appearance  of  the  fur.  The  fur  is 
much  longer  and  thicker  on  the  hind  parts  than  the  fore,  and 

E'Tes  the  animal  the  appearance  of  being  much  larger  in  the 
ad-qnarters  than  the  shoulder.  The  tail,  which  is  not  seen 
■alcfla  the  fur  is  parted,  is  an  inch  long,  and  about  the  thick- 
nesB  of  a  thumb ;  in  females  and  young  animals,  it  is  covered 
with  hair,  but  in  adult  males  is  quite  naked,  except  a  slight 
xA  at  the  end ;  and  often  covered,  as  well  as  all  the  parts 
near  it,  with  a  yellowish  waxy  substance. 

The  musk,  which  is  much  better  known  than  the  deer  itself, 
is  only  found  in  adult  males ;  the  females  have  none,  neither 
has  any  portion  of  their  bodies  the  slightest  odor  of  musk. 
The  dung  of  the  males  smells  nearly  as  strong  as  musk,  but, 
angularly  enough,  neither  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  nor 
bladder,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  body,  is  there  any  perceptible 
seent  of  musk.  The  pod,  which  is  placed  near  the  navel,  and 
between  the  flesh  and  the  skin,  is  composed  of  several  layers 
of  thin  skin,  in  which  the  musk  is  confined,  and  has  much  the 
appearance  of  the  craw  or  stomach  of  a  partridge,  or  other 
anall  gallinaceous  bird,  when  full  of  food.  There  is  an  orifice 
outwards  through  the  skin,  into  which,  by  a  slight  pressure, 
the  little  finger  will  pass,  but  it  has  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  body.  It  is  probable  that  musk  is  at  times  discharged 
through  this  orifice,  as  the  pod  is  often  found  not  half  full,  and 
lOBwtimes  even  nearly  void.  The  musk  itself  is  in  grains, 
from  the  sise  of  a  small  bullet  to  small  shot,  of  irregular  shape, 
bat  generally  a  dark  reddish-brown  color,  but  when  taken  out 
of  the  pod  and  kept  for  any  length  of  time,  becomes  nearly 
black.  In  autumn  and  winter  the  grains  are  firm,  hard,  and 
ncariy  dry,  hut  in  summer  they  become  damp  and  soft,  prob- 
ably from  the  sreen  food  the  animals  then  eat.  It  is  formed 
with  the  animu,  as  the  pod  of  a  yonng  one,  taken  out  of  the 
woaib,  is  plainly  distinguishable,  and  indeed  is  much  larger  in 
ptoportion  than  in  grown-up  animals.  For  two  years  the  oon- 
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tents  of  the  pod  remain  a  softy  milky  tnbetance,  with  a  dis- 
agreeable sm^l.  When  it  first  beeomes  mnsk,  there  is  not 
mnch  more  than  the  eighth  of  an  ounce ;  as  the  animal  grows, 
it  increases  in  quantity ;  and  in  some  itadividnals  as  mnch  as 
two  ounces  are  found.  An  ounce  may  be  considered  as  the 
ayerage  from  a  full-grown  animal ;  but  as  many  of  the  deer 
are  kmed  young,  the  pods  in  the  market  do  not  perhaps  con- 
tain, on  an  average,  more  than  half  an  ounce.  Though  not 
80  strong,  the  musk  of  young  animals  has  a  much  pleasanter 
smell  than  that  of  old  ones ;  but  difference  of  food,  climate,  or 
situation,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  does  not  at  all  affect 
the  qualify. 

From  the  first  high  ridge  aboye  the  plains,  to  the  limits  of 
forests  on  the  snowy  range,  and  for  perhaps  the  whole  length 
of  the  chain  of  the  Himalayas,  the  musk-deer  may  be  found 
upon  every  hill  of  an  elevation  above  8,000  feet,  which  is 
clothed  with  forest.  On  the  lower  ranges  it  is  comparatively 
a  rare  animal,  being  confined  to  near  the  summits  of  the  hieh^ 
est  hills,  as  we  approach  the  colder  forests  near  the  snow;  but 
it  is  nowhere  particularly  numerous ;  and  its  retired  and  soli- 
tary habits  make  it  appear  still  more  rare  than  it  really  is. 
Exclusively  a  forest  animal,  it  inhabits  all  kinds  of  forest  in- 
discriminately, from  the  oaks  of  the  lower  hills  to  the  stunted 
bushes  near  the  limits  of  vegetation.  If  we  may  judge  from 
their  numbers,  the  preference  seems  to  be  given  to  the  birch 
forests,  where  the  underwood  consists  chiefly  of  the  white 
rhododendron  and  juniper. 

In  many  respects,  they  are  not  unlike  hares  in  habits  and 
economy.  Each  individual  selects  some  particular  spot  for 
its  favorite  retreat,  about  which  it  remains  still  and  at  rest 
throughout  the  day,  leaving  it  in  the  evening  to  search  for 
food,  or  to  wander  about,  returning  soon  after  daylight.  They 
will  occasionally  rest  for  the  day  in  any  place  where  they  may 
happen  to  be  in  the  morning,  but  in  general  they  return  to 
near  the  same  spot  almost  every  day,  making  forms  in  differ- 
ent quarters  of  their  retreat  a  little  distance  from  each  other, 
and  visiting  them  in  turn.  Sometimes  they  will  lie  under  the 
same  tree  or  bush  for  weeks  together.  They  make  forms  in 
the  same  manner  as  hares,  levelling  with  their  feet  a  spot  large 
enough  for  the  purpose,  if  the  ground  is  too  sloping.  They 
seldom,  if  ever,  lie  in  the  sun,  even  in  the  coldest  weather, 
and  their  forms  are  always  made  where  there  is  something  to 
shelter  them  from  its  rays.    Towards  evening  they  begin  to 
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re,  and  daring  the  night  appear  to  wander  about  a  good 
Hj  from  top  to  bottom  of  the  hill,  or  from  one  side  to  ano- 
ther. The  Faharries  believe  that  they  come  to  such  places 
to  play  and  dance  with  each  other,  and  often  set  their  snares 
skmg  the  edge  of  such  a  ledge  or  precipice,  in  preference  to 
the  forest. 

If  not  walking  leisurely  and  slowly  along,  the  musk-deer 
ftlwaya  goes  in  bounds,  all  fours,  leaving  and  alighting  on  the 
grcMind  together.  When  at  full  speed,  these  bounds  are  some- 
times astonishing,  for  so  small  an  animal.  On  a  gentle  slope 
I  have  seen  them  clear  a  space  of  more  than  sixty  feet  at  a 
igle  bound,  for  several  successive  leaps,  and  spring  over 
A  of  considerable  hieht  at  the  same  time.  They  are  very 
footed,  and  although  a  forest  animal,  in  traveling  over 
roeky  and  precipitous  ground,  have  perhaps  no  equal.  Where 
cren  the  burrell  is  obliged  to  move  slowly  and  carefully,  the 
■■■k^deer  bounds  quickly  and  fearlessly;  and  although  I  have 
often  driven  them  on  to  rocks  which  I  thought  it  impossible 
they  coald  cross,  they  have  invariably  found  a  way  in  some 
direction,  and  I  never  knew  an  instance  of  one  missing  its 
footing,  or  falling,  unless  wounded. 

They  eat  but  little  compared  to  other  ruminating  animals, 
at  least  one  would  imagine  so,  from  the  small  quantity  found 
in  their  stomachs,  the  contents  of  which  are  always  in  such  a 
pulpy  state,  that  it  is  impossible  to  tell  what  food  they  prefer. 
1  have  often  shot  them  whilst  feeding,  and  found  in  the  mouth 
or  throat  various  kinds  of  shrubs  and  grasses,  and  often  the 
Umg  white  moss  that  hangs  so  luxuriantly  from  the  trees  in 
the  higher  forests.  Boots  also  seem  to  form  a  portion  of  their 
food,  as  they  scratch  holes  in  the  ground,  like  many  of  the 
kill  pheasants.  The  Puharrios  believe  that  the  males  kill  and 
cat  snakes,  and  feed  upon  the  leaves  of  the  '^  kedar  patta,*'  a 
mall  and  very  fragrant  smelling  laurel,  and  that  the  musk  is 
prodaoed  by  this  food.  They  may  probably  eat  the  leaf  of 
thia  laurel,  amongst  other  shrubs ;  but  from  the  few  occasions 
upon  which  I  have  seen  this  laurel  stripped  of  any  portion  of 
ita  leaves,  it  does  not  appear  to  afford  a  very  favorite  repast. 
Their  killing  snakes  is,  doubtless,  quite  fabulous. 

The  young  are  bom  either  in  June  or  July,  and  almost 
every  female  brings  forth  yearly,  and  often  twins.  These  are 
always  deposited  in  separate  places  some  distance  from  each 
other,  the  dam  herself  keeping  apart  from  both,  and  only  vis- 
iting to  give  them  suck.     Should  a  young  one  be  caught,  its 
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bleating  will  sometimes  bring  the  old  one  to  the  spot,  but  I 
never  knew  an  instance  of  one  being  seen  abroad  with  its  dam, 
or  of  two  young  ones  being  seen  together.  Their  solitary 
habits  are  innate,  for  if  a  fawn  is  taken  young  and  suckled  by 
a  sheep  or  coat,  it  will  not  for  some  time  associate  with  its 
foster-dam,  but  as  soon  as  satisfied  with  sucking,  seeks  some 
spot  for  concealment.  It  is  amusing  to  see  them  suck ;  all 
the  while  they  keep  leaping  up  and  crossing  their  fore  legs 
rapid]y  over  each  other.  They  are  rather  difficult  to  rear,  as 
many,  soon  after  they  are  caught,  go  blind  and  die. 

In  most  of  the  hill-states,  tne  musk-deer  is  considered  as 
royal  property.  In  some,  the  Rajahs  keep  men  purposely  to 
hunt  it ;  and  m  Gurwhal  a  fine  is  imposed  upon  any  Fuharrie 
who  is  known  to  have  sold  a  musk  pod  to  a  stranger — the 
Rajah  receiving  them  in  lieu  of  rent. 

In  some  districts  they  are  hunted  down  with  dogs,  but  snar- 
ing is  by  far  the  most  common  method  practised  for  their 
capture.  A  few  are  occasionally  shot  by  the  villaee  shikaries 
when  in  pursuit  of  other  animals,  but  the  matchlock  is  seldom 
taken  out  purposely  to  hunt  musk-deer,  for  a  hill  shikarie 
does  not  carry  the  match  lighted,  and  the  deer  being  generally 
come  upon  face  to  face,  almost  every  one  would  get  away  be- 
fore he  could  strike  a  light  and  apply  it  to  the  match.  In 
snaring,  a  fence  about  three  feet  high,  composed  of  bushes 
and  branches  of  trees,  is  made  in  the  forest,  generally  along 
some  ridges,  and  often  upwards  of  a  mile  in  length.  Open- 
ings for  the  deer  to  pass  through  are  left  every  ten  or  fifteen 
irards,  and  in  each  a  strong  hempen  snare  is  placed,  tied  to  a 
ong  stick,  the  thick  end  of  which  is  firmly  fixed  in  the  ground, 
and  the  smaller,  to  which  the  snare  is  fastened,  bent  forwards 
to  the  opening,  so  that  the  deer,  when  passing  through,  treads 
upon  some  small  sticks  which  hold  it  down,  the  catch  is  set 
free,  the  stick  springs  back  and  tightens  the  snare  round  the 
animal's  leg.  Besides  the  musk-deer,  numbers  of  the  forest 
pheasants,  moonals,  corklass,  and  argus  are  caught  in  these 
snares ;  they  are  visited  every  third  or  fourth  day,  and  it  is 
seldom  that  the  owners  return  without  something  or  other. 
The  polecats  often  find  out  the  snares,  and  after  once  tasting 
the  feast,  if  not  destroyed  soon,  become  a  terrible  annoyance, 
tracing  the  fence  almost  daily  from  end  to  end,  and  seizing 
on  every  thing  caught ,  they  are  often  caught  themselves,  but 
immediately  bite  the  snare  in  two,  and  escape.  Musk-deer 
are  frequently  lost  to  the  snarei*s  in  this  manner,  for  when 
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one  is  eaten  by  the  polecats,  the  pod  is  torn  to  pieces,  and 
tbe  contents  scattered  on  the  ground.  No  animal  swallows 
the  musk,  and  when  a  deer  has  been  killed  and  eaten  by  a 
leopard  or  other  animal,  if  the  ground  be  carefully  examined, 
vneh  of  the  musk  may  be  picked  up.  Insects  and  maggots 
alao  leave  it  untouched.  I  once  found  what  I  thought  was  a 
newly  killed  musk-deer,  but  on  examination,  I  discovered  it 
was  merely  the  skin  and  skeleton  of  one  which,  from  its  dry 
and  withered  state,  must  have  been  dead  some  months ;  the 
flesh  had  been  completely  eaten  away  by  maggots,  but  the 
mnak-pod  was  entire. 

The  musk-pods  which  reach  the  market  through  the  hands 
of  the  native  hunters  are  generally  inclosed  in  a  portion  of 
the  skin  of  the  animal,  with  the  hair  or  fur  left  on  it.  When 
they  have  killed  a  musk-deer,  they  cut  round  the  pod,  and 
■kin  the  whole  of  the  belly.  The  pod  comes  off  attached  to 
the  skin,  which  is  then  laid  with  its  fleshy  side  on  a  flat  stone, 
.previously  heated  in  the  fire,  and  thus  dried  without  singeing 
the  hair.  The  skin  shrinks  up  from  the  heat  into  a  small 
compass,  and  is  then  tied  or  stitclicd  round  the  pod,  and  hun^ 
up  in  a  dry  place  until  quite  hard.  This  is  the  general  method 
of  preparing  them,  but  some  put  the  pod  into  hot  oil  instead 
of  laying  it  on  a  hot  stone,  but  either  method  must  deteriorate 
the  quality  of  the  musk,  as  it  gets  either  completely  baked  or 
fried.  It  is  best  both  in  appearnncc  and  smell,  if  the  pod  is 
at  once  cut  from  the  skin,  and  allowed  to  dry  of  itself. 

The  musk  received  from  the  Puharries  is  greatly  adultera- 
ted, and  pods  are  often  made  altogether  counterfeit ;  and  as 
they  are  generally  sold  without  being  cut  open,  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  detect  the  imposture  at  the  time.  I  have  often 
seen  pods  ofiered  for  sale,  which  were  merely  a  piece  of  musk- 
deer  :ikin  filled  with  some  substance,  and  tied  up  to  resemble 
a  musk-pod,  with  a  little  musk  rubbed  over  to  make  it  smell. 
These  are  easy  to  detect,  fri>m  there  being  no  navel  on  the 
skin,  it  being  cut  from  any  part  of  the  body.  But  the  musk 
is  sometimes  taken  out  of  real  pods,  and  its  place  supplied  hj 
some  other  substance,  and  these  are  diflicult  to  detect,  even  if 
cut  open,  as  whatever  is  put  in  is  ni:ide  to  reseuiUe  mu.sk  in 
appearance,  and  a  little  genuine  atlded  makes  it  smell  nearly 
as  strong.  Some  have  only  a  portion  of  tlie  musk  taken  out, 
and  it:*  place  thus  supplie<l ;  and  others  have  all  the  musk  left 
in,  but  something  added  to  increase  the  weight.  Evt^n  in  the 
hills  where  it  is  produced,  so  little  do  the  generality  of  the 
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people  know  of  mask,  diat  I  have  often  seen  the  Puharries 
about  Gangoutrie  sell  to  the  pilffrims,  to  men  from  the  lower 
faillfl,  and  even  to  their  own  neighbors,  small  portions  of  what 
they  called  mask,  bat  what  was  merely  some  substance  resem- 
bling it,  with  a  little  genuine  musk  scattered  over  it.  Of  this 
.  stuff  they  would  sell  about  a  quarter  of  a  tolah  for  a  rupee,  or 
about  twenty  shillings  an  ounce. 

The  substances  commonly  used  for  adulteration  or  to  fill 
the  counterfeit  pods  are,  blood  boiled,  or  baked  on  the  fire, 
then  dried,  beaten  to  a  powder,  kneaded  into  a  paste,  and 
made  into  grains  and  coarse  powder  to  resemble  genuine  muak; 
ia  piece  of  the  liver  or  spleen  prepared  in  the  sAme  manner; 
dried  gall,  and  a  particular  part  of  the  bark  of  the  apricot*tree, 
pounded  and  kneaded  as  above.  The  dried  paste  from  whioh 
common  oil  has  been  extracted,  called  ^^  peena,"  is  also  used, 
and  lamps  of  this  are  often,  without  further  preparation^ 
thrust  into  a  pod  through  the  orifice  in  the  skin,  to  increase 
the  weight.  Bometimes  no  care  is  taken  to  give  the  material 
employed  in  filling  a  counterfeit  pod  even  the  appearance  of 
musk.  A  gentleman  once  showed  me  a  pod  he  had  bought 
from  a  Puharrie  at  Missouri ;  on  my  telling  him  it  was  coun- 
terfeit, he  cut  it  open,  and  found  it  filled  with  hookah  tobacco. 
— Pliarm.  Joum.^  from  Shooting  in  the  Himalayas:  a  Journal 
of  Sporting  Adventures  and  Travel  in  Chinese  Tartary^  Lvr- 
dacj  Thibety  Cashmere^  etc.  By  Col.  Fred.  Markham,  C.  B., 
32d  Regiment. 

Glycerine  Soap, — A  new  description  of  glycerine  soap  has 
lately  been  produced,  which  seems  likely  to  prove  of  value  in 
the  treatment  of  many  cutaneous  diseases,  and  which  is  useful 
for  persons  having  delicate  skins,  or  for  young  children.  The 
following  results  have  been  obtained  from  its  analysis : 
Fatty  and  resinous  acids,         -        -        -         71-2 

Soda, 6-2 

Sulphuric  acid, .4 

Chlorine, .25 

Glycerine, 5.45 

Water, 16.5 

160.000 
The  peculiar  features  of  this  soap,  as  indicated  by  the  analy- 
sis, are,  the  presence  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  glycerine, 
the  almost  entire  absence  of  common  salt  or  other  saline  mat- 
ter, and  the  reduction  of  the  alkali  to  the  smallest  amount 
available  for  the  formation  of  a  perfect  soap. 
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OUR  DUBB. 

In  the  June  No.,  we  sent  ont  onr  bills  for  the  present  and  past 
Tofnines  of  the  Lancet.  While  we  deKire  to  keep  the  remembrance 
of  this  fact  still  before  those  of  our  Knbscribers  who  have  not  found 
h convenient  to  respond  to  our  call  for  "material  aid  and  comfort/' 
w«  wish  to  convey  onr  thanks  to  the  large  number  of  gentlemen  who 
hftTe  so  promptly  given  that  tunic  which  is  so  essential  in  bracing 
vp  the  Editorial  spine.  To  the  complimentary  notices  of  our  Jour- 
■■L  that  accompany  many  of  the  remittances  received,  we  can  only 
mj,  we  "  give  in  ** — "  your's  forever." 


Jg^  We  are  indebted  to  the  Medical  Counselor  for  our  report  of 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society.  Speaking  of 
dtt  "  Counselor/'  we  would  remind  our  readers  that  it  is  an  cxoel- 
knt  weekly  journal,  edited  with  much  spirit ;  costing  only  three  dol- 
kn  per  volume.  The  volumes  look  well  when  bound  and  placed 
mim  by  aide  with  the  volumes  of  the  Lancet  on  the  shelves  of  a 
Lihrary.     If  you  would  like  to  sec  them  so  arranged,  call  at  our 


J^We  have  received  the  first  announcement  of  the  New  Orleans 
School  of  Metlicine,  a  new  school  recently  organized  in  tlie  Crescent 
City,  that  will  give  its  first  courfic  of  instmction  during  the  coming 
vinter.  The  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the  Faculty  are 
vdQ  known  to  fame,  and  wo  have  no  doubt  their  new  enterprise  will 
be  condocted  with  energy  and  ability. 


'  Professor  Anstin  Flint  has  resigneil  the  chair  of  Tlieory  and 
P^actico  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  and  we  learn, 
is  aboot  to  retom  to  his  former  residence  at  Bufialo,  N.  T. 


^  Mr.  G.  J.  Guthrie,  one  of  tlie  most  eminent  military  sur- 
of  the  dmy,  died  in  London  last  May. 
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iSff"  We  find  in  the  London  Times  and  Gazette  a  very  lengthy 
and  interesting  report  of  the  trial  of  William  Palmer,  charged  with 
poisoning  Mr.  Cook,  one  of  his  sporting  companions,  with  strjch- 
nine.  From  the  standing,  wealth  and  inflnential  connections  of 
Palmer — the  atrocity  of  his  maay  similar  crimes — and  the  learned 
experts  employed  hy  the  Crown  to  detect  the  poison,  his  trial  is  one 
of  the  most  thrilling  and  interesting  Medico-Legal  investigations  of 
the  age.  He  was  clearly  convicted,  sentenced  and  executed  on  the 
gallows, — ^thongh  to  the  last  he  refused  to  make  the  least  acknowl- 
edgment of  his  goilt. 


CAEL8BAD    SPA. 

We  deem  it  an  agreeahle  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  establishment  which,  under  this  name.  Dr.  Hanhury  Smith 
has  opened  at  the  N.  E.  comer  of  Walnut  and  Seventh  streets*  in 
this  city.  Here,  by  ingenious  processes,  are  reproduced  in  the  lab- 
oratory exact  imitations  of  the  more  aictive  and  valuable  medicinal 
mineral  waters  of  the  known  world ;  and  thus  an  opportunity  is 
afforded  to  the  large  class  of  sufferers  in  whose  cases  mineral  waters 
are  specially  indicated,  to  avail  themKclves  of  them  at  comparatively 
very  small  cost  of  money,  time  or  labor, — and  to  the  physicians  of 
this  coimtry  to  make  themselves  practically  acquainted  With  a  series 
of  remedies  heretofore  out  of  their  reach. 

For  ourselves,  we  have  been  much  interested  in  an  examination 
of  the  processes,  as  shown  and  explained  to  us  by  Dr.  Smith  ;  we 
are  pleased  in  prospect  of  an  addition  to  our  therapeutic  agents,  and 
congratulate  our  citizens  on  the  locating  of  an  establishment  in  Cin- 
cinnati, which  can  not  but  prove  as  attractive  as  it  is  useful. 

From  a  work  called  **The  £'pas  of  Germany,"  by  Dr.  Granville, 
a  distinguished  English  physician,  we  extract  the  following  disin- 
terested testimony  : 

"  The  artificial  waters  in  question  are  found  to  contain  all  the 
qualities  and  properties,  in  the  most  minute  degree,  of  their  corres- 
ponding mineral  springs,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  effect  which  they 
produce  on  the  human  body,  as  in  their  chemical  composition,  taste 
and  intensity  of  union.  To  produce  all  the  effects  of  the  real  or 
natural  mineral  water,  of  which  they  are  the  closest  imitation  possi- 
ble, they  only  need  the  auxiliaries  to  which  I  have  so  often  referred 
in  the  present  volume,  4ind  which  are  so  eminently  circulated  to 


JUUedhmy.  445 

fceOitata  and  huten  the  rccorcry  of  patients.  The  testiniony  of  the 
voet  celebrated  physicians  in  Germ  any — at  the  head  of  which  I  may 
plaee  Kreysig,  Olaras,  Ammon,  and  many  more— strongly  corrobo- 
latea  my  opinion  of  those  waters  ;  and  I  was  happy  to  find,  daring 
■7  last  Tisit  to  Gkrmany,  that  that  opinion  has  been,  and  is  gain- 
ing gitmnd  all  over  that  country/' 

The  waters  are  drank  at  the  Spa,  as  a  rale,  early  in  the  morning, 
aaj  between  five  o'clock  and  eight,  directly  out  of  the  apparatus  in 
wUdi  they  are  prepared  and  preserved.  Among  those  to  be  pro- 
cmd  are  Carlsbad,  Ears,  Marienbad,  Pyrmont,  Vichy,  Egra,  Bpa, 
Kanqgen,  Heilbrann,  Hombourg,  Fachingen,  Gkilnau,  Belters, 
Beydschata,  Pollna,  etc.  Some  of  these  are  purgative,  others  deob- 
itneat,  aome  tonic,  others  alterative  ;  and  yet  others  are  possessed 
«C  two,  three,  or  more  of  these  properties  in  a  large  series  of  varied 
cooibuuitiona,  thos  aflbrding  advantages  of  choice  and  change  un- 
bown  at  any  one  watering  place,  and  an  almost  inexhaustible  store 
af  thenpeatic  resources. 


'  M.  Yidal  (Dr.  Cassis),  surgeon  to  the  Vcnerial  Hospital  of 
Paris,  died  on  the  16th  of  April  of  a  renal  disease  of  long  standing. 
He  was  M.  Ricord's  colleague,  and  the  author  of  a  work  on  Surgery 
and  a  Treatise  on  Yenerial  disease,  that,  from  the  translation  of 
Ph>f.  Blaokman,  is  we'.l  known  in  this  country. 


'It  is  announced  in  the  Medical  Examiner,  that  Prof.  Thos. 
D.  Mutter  has  resigned  the  chair  of  Surgery,  so  long  and  ably  filled 
by  him,  in  the  Jeflbrson  Medical  College  ;  and  that  Prof.  Gross,  of 
the  Loaibville  University,  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 


gtisctllan(0ti8. 


[We  take  the  following  extract  from  an  editorial  in  the  Medical 
Coonselor,  rolating  to  the  private  use  of  tho  Ohio  Stale  Medical 
Society,  for  the  gratification  of  some  ambitious  members  :] 

"  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  personal  matters  of  any  one,  or  any 
kw  members,  was  permitted  to  occupy  so  much  of  tho  precious  time 
af  the  Society,  as  seems  to  have  been  the  case  with  the  grievances  of 
Dr.  iL  B.  Wright.     We  judge  that  nearly  one-third  of  the  time  of 
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die  la«i  two  maetiqgi  of  the  Bodt^  liM  baea  ooaioaii^  tlii«M- 
nderatioii  of  tjw  umiMl ' '  xwoliitioiit "  and  ipeadni  of  Dr.  Ww^ 
opon  matters  unprofiuhle  and  imkveiit  to  the  inlanista  oCihe 
SooBty. 

Lest  jeer  Dr.  Wri^  ««Befolved ''— 4I»t  thegmet  nond  eodk 
conteiDing  the  injunction^  '*  Do  unto  othere  ae  je.woidd.thei  othips 
ehotdd  do  to  jrou,'*  ie  all  that  U  neoeeeary  to  promote ja  piopermitt 
of  professional  intercourse.  .  In  the  discossioii  o^  ihia  propositfoiip 
mtich  time  was  eonsdmed  in  lengthy  speeches.  Iliis  year  he  intio- 
duces  lesdotioDs  declaring  that  all  qiaestions  of  IttensI  to  the  wd- 
iBssion  should  be  openly  and  fairly  determiaed.  and  that  aaaoor 
of  a  medical  journal  haane  right  to  abvse  people^  he  diotatona^.  nr 
any  thing  else  than  a  u^nUUmam, 

We  presume, that  most*  if  not  all  the  members  of  the  Society, 
admit  that  the  *' golden  rdle»^'  all  things  considevsd,  b  a  good  oiia» 
and  that  editors  9kmdd  be  penHfimw.  They  are  agreed  <m  thsaa 
q|iiestions  already*  and  hence  there  can  be  bo  nsoessiliy  for  leaofaK 
tions»  and  loQg  and  perforating  speechas  in  support  m  them.  J^ 
equally  relevant  to  the  interests  and  business  of  the  Bodety,  we  ehaD 
next  year  look  for  a  series  of  "  resolutions^'  dedaring  that  the  mil* 
tiplication  table  is  an  excellent  document,  and  that  every  infringe- 

TtheMdieal 


ment  of  its  principles  should  meet  the  eevarsst  lebuka  of 
profession,  to  be  supported,  of  course,  by  lei^gthened 


Idnes  Addressed  to  a  Skull. — ^The  following  beautiful  verses  i 
found  in  the  skeleton  case  of  St.  Bartholomew's  hospital  more  than 
thirty  years  ago,  placed  there  by  some  unknown  hand.  Breathing 
alike  the  true  spirit  of  poetry  and  religion,  we  take  pleasure  in  per- 
petuating the  anonjrmous  production : 

Baliokl  ttili  rain  I  *feiru  a  skull,  Bmetth  thta  moKkPHiiK  cnopj 

Onoe  of  athereal  fpirit  fkill ;  Once  shone  the  bright  and  h«iar  «y« ; 

nus  nsiTow  eell  was  Wbhi  retrett,  TetslMittotsfttiiedlsnilToMI 

Ttiis  space  was  thought's  mysterioos  seat  If  social  love  that  cije  svpl^jred ; 

Willi  beanteottspictiires  filled  this  spot  I  If  vttli  no  lasrless  fire  a  gleamed,, 

Wl.at  dreams  of  pleasure— long  forgot  I  But  with  the  dew  of  kindness  be—ad 

Nor  loTe,  nor  Joy ,  nor  hope,  nor  fieir.  The  ^e  shell  be  for  erer  bright. 

Has  left  one  trace  or  record  here.  When  stars  and  suns  haTelosttfailrSiia. 

Here,  In  this  silent  carem.  hung  Sagr  I  did  thoaa  fingers  delve  Um  Btet  t 

The  ready,  swift  and  tunerial  tongue ;  Or  with  its  tnTled  rubies  shine  T 

If  Msehood's  honey  it  disdained,  To  hew  the  rock,  or  wear  the  geest 
And  where  it  oouki  not  praise,  was  chained ;    Can  nothing  now  arail  to  them ; 

If  bold  in  yirtue^s  cause  it  spoke.  But  if  the  page  of  truth  th^  songM, 

And  gentle  oonoord  nersr  broke ;  And  comfort  to  the  mourner  brouihft  ; 

That  tnaeftil  tongue  shall  plead  fbr  thM  Tbcta  handa  a  ridMr  meed  shaD  oUb« 

When  death  unreils  ftntkUj.  Than  all  that  waiU  on  wealth  or  tama. 

AraOs  tt  whaUbsr  bwt  or  slwd, 
These  feet  the  path  of  duty  trod? 
Jf  firom  the  bowsn  of  mirth  (hay  flad, 
To  soothe  (Y)  afBletlon^  humUe  bed. 
If  gnmd^tir\i  fuUbr  Wbattwy  spmriMd, 
And  home  to  Tiitne^s  hip  returned ; 
Tbeae  feet  wtth  ngeihi  wingB  ahall  tie, 
Awl  tetad  the  falaoa  oTUit  aky  I 

—  Ftryinia  Med.  JoutmoI. 
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Tht  Wil  ^  UU  laie  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren.— Tb»  will  of  the  late 
Dr.  Jonr  C.  Wabbut,  of  Boston,  provided  for  die  disposition  of 
bw  body  with  an  aspecial  refenmce  to  the  science  which  he  had  so 
long  pnrsaed  and  adorned.  The  will  required  that  the  body  shonld 
1b  24  hoars,  at  the  close  of  which  time  arsenic  should  be  in- 
iato  the  ^ins ;  at  the  end  of  the  next  24  hours,  the  fnneral 
M  ahoold  ta^e  place,  and  the  body  be  deposited  beneath  St. 
Pkal'i  Chnrch ;  and  24  hours  thereafter  was  to  be  given  for  exami- 
BBiioB  to  the  officers  of  the  Medical  College  and  the  physicians  of 
tfas  MaaaachoHftts  Oeneral  Hospital,  to  ascertain  regai*ding  certain 
pacaliBritiea  which  he  aapposed  to  exist.  After  this,  the  flesh  was 
to  he  taken  from  the  bones,  the  bones  macerated,  wired  and  deposi- 
ted m  the  College  Mosenm.    The  will,  we  understand,  is  peremp- 


JUm  Tui  for  Ifux  Vomica, — ^The  following  test,  proposed  by 
Tidtgruth,  and  approved  by  Wittstein,  for  detecting  nux  vomica, 
■eooamenda  itaelf  for  its  simplicity :  A  few  grains  of  the  substance 
npposed  to  contain  nux  vomica  is  treateil  with  proof  spirit.  The 
'  ctnre  thus  obtained  is  evaporated  to  dryness  on  a  water  bath,  at  a 
■permCore  of  about  95  degrees.  To  the  residue,  a  drop  or  two  of 
•olphnric  acid  is  added.  The  whole  is  again  exposed  to  the 
mentioned  temperature,  when,  if  nux  vomica  is  present,  a 
hMBtilid  eannine  red  color  ensues.  If  the  heat  is  stopped  in  the 
ceane  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  this  color  disappears ;  but  it  will  re- 
ifpCBr,  aithongh  of  diminished  brightness,  by  a  renewal  of  the  heat- 
mg.  if  the  temperature  be  increased,  the  color  becomes  reddish 
,  mnd  finally  black,  in  consequence  of  the  sepamtion  of  car- 
I  particles.— Zofu/of»  Lancet. 


Cage  oj  Tripleit.  By  J.  Levbroood,  M.  D. — In  the  February 
5o.  of  the  Examiner,  the  writer  recorded  a  case  of  triplets  that  oc- 
camd  in  his  practice,  and  noted  a  peculiarity  in  the  excessive  short- 
CBiBg  of  the  ninis,  in  connection  with  it.  Since  then,  another  trip- 
hi  merouehemeni  has  startled  our  community  from  its  propriety;  and 
««H  it  might,  it  making  the  third  case  of  the  kind  that  has  occurred 
iathia  borough  within  the  lost  forty-eight  months.  When  we  take 
iito  coBfliderBtion  the  fact,  that  tlie  last  ccnsiiR  gave  us  a  population 
of  hat  ISIO  aoQla,  we  can  still  better  appreciate  the  remarkable  na- 
taie  of  the  occurrence  I  have  mentionetl,  as  statistics  prove  triple 
Uiths  to  he  an  unusual  event  in  obstetrical  practice.  In  James' 
B«Ba  we  find  it  stated,  that  "  more  than  three  are  not  met  with  once 
ii  twentj  thouaand  times."  Cazcaux  says,  in  speaking  of  multiple 
pnj^BBBcy,  "  triplets  are  very  rare,  since  there  were  but  five  in  the 
neofda  of  86,441  accavekem§nis  that  occurred  at  la  Matemite  in 
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Paris.  On  referring  to  Churchill's  elahorate  statistical  tables,  we 
there  find,  that  in  a  total  of  448,998  cases,  there  were  only  77  trip- 
etB,  or  I  in  5,831.  Two  of  the  three  females  referred  to  were  pre- 
viously confined  with  twins. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  John  A.  Thompson,  in  whose  prac- 
tice the  case  happened,  I  am  placed  in  possession  of  such  facts  asars 
necessary  to  constitute  a  satisfactory  account  of  it ;  and  they  are  sno- 
cinctly  thei^: 

Was  called  Jan.  25th,  to  attend  Mrs.  P.,  «t.  38,  in  her  foarth 
labor.  A  per  vaginam  examination  discovered  the  os  uteri  tolerably 
well  dilat^,  membrane  unruptured,  and  head  presenting.  The  pains 
increasing  both  in  fi-equency  and  force,  the  bag  of  waters  was  rup- 
tured, and  shortly  afterwards  a  healthy  male  child  was  bom.  There 
being  evidence  of  another  foetus  in  utero,  an  examination  detected 
the  feet  of  a  second  child,  and  its  delivery  speedily  followed.  This 
was  afema]e,and  lived  but  a  few  hours  after  its  birth.  Upon  the  Umeh 
being  again  applied,  a  third  child  was  found,  head  presenting,  and 
its  delivery  was  not  long  delayed,  it  being  a  vigorous  male  infant. 
Slight  traction  upon  the  cords  had  the  effect  to  bring  away  three  sep- 
arate placentas,  and  the  parturition  was  completed  in  two  hours  from 
the  commencement  of  the  parturient  throes. 


Santonin  as  an  Anthelmintic. — Having  had  several  cases  during 
the  last  six  months  (among  the  poor)  of  children  suffering  from 
worms,  I  was  induced  to  try  the  effect  of  santonin,  and  from  the 
very  satisfactory  results  which  have  arisen  from  its  use,  I  think  it 
may  be  interesting  to  your  readers  if  I  give  publicity  to  the  same. 

Among  the  first  cases  treated,  was  that  of  a  child  of  two  years  of 
age,  to  whom  I  gave  three  grains  of  santonin,  followed  in  two  hours 
by  an  aperient  powder  ;  this  child  voided  the  next  morning,  at  one 
time,  thirty-seven  worms,  some  of  them  a  foot  in  length,  of  the 
lambricoid  ascaris  kind.  Two  childi*9n  in  another  family  were  simi- 
larly treated,  and  between  forty  and  fifty  worms  came  from  each ; 
again,  in  a  family  of  fonr,  124  worms  at  one  time,  and  many  more 
afterwards,  followed  the  aperient,  each  child  having  taken  one  dose 
of  santonin.  I  could  instance  many  more  cases  which  have  been 
relieved  by  this  medicine.  After  the  expulsion  of  the  worms,  I  give 
a  tonic  mixture,  containing  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron  and  muri- 
atic acid,  and  change  the  diet  from  a  vegetable  one  to  that  of  meat 
and  bread.     My  cases  all  do  very  well. 

I  should  state  that  santonin  is  a  medicine  that  may  be  adminis- 
tere<l  with  perfect  safety.  I  give  it  in  its  crystallized  foiiu,  between 
bread  and  butter,  and  two  hours  after  it  a  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap; 
in  some  cases,  an  interval  of  twenty-four  hours  occurs  before  the 
worms  are  vomited. 


^        MuetOany.  449 

The  peraoas  who  reside  in  the  locality  in  which  I  have  met  with 
thew  cmwsi,  are  very  poor,  and,  from  the  high  price  of  bread  this  win- 
tar*  have  hud  recoarse  to  vegetables  of  the  commonest  description, 
as  an  article  ot  food,  which  will  account  for  tlie  presence  of  worms 
In  tha  alimentary  canal. 

I  am,  sir.  Jkc.      Gborgb  G.  Perry,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  L.S.A, 

Diozford,  Hants,  May  1,  1856.— if<;(/.  Times  and  GateUe. 


MeditaUd  Collodion. — M.  Aran,  physician  to  the  Hospital  St. 
Antoine  in  Paris,  has  jnst  had  the  idea  (taking  the  hint  from  M. 
Hysch,  of  St.  Petersburgh)  of  incorporating  certain  substances  with 
eolloiiion,  and  thus  to  insure  the  complete  application  of  the  former 
to  the  cutaneous  surface.  M.  Hysch  had  proposed  a  cantharidic  col- 
lodion, and  M.  Hannon,  of  Brussels,  a  saturnine  combination  ;  but 
M.  Aran  found  that  the  collodion  formed,  in  both  cases,  with  the 
asdicinal  substance,  a  parchment-like  layer,  which  yielded  little  or 
aoaa  of  its  medicinal  ingredients  to  cutaneous  absorption.  He  there- 
§K9  revived  to  attempt  no  combination  of  collodion  with  active 
sabstances.  except  the  lalter  were  soluble  in  ether.  Sublimate,  iodine 
nd  steel  have  been  experimented  upon  with  good  results  ;  the  first 
to  destroy  fimall-pox  pustules  ;  the  second,  for  certain  uterine  afTec- 
tioas  and  chronic  eczema  ;  the  thinl,  to  constrict  the  upper  part  of 
tks  Tagina  and  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  to  allay  the  pain  and 
laming  sensation  in  erythema  and  erysipelas.  The  proportions  are 
tha  fol^wing :  1st.  Sublimate,  22  grains ;  collodion,  27  drachms. 
%L  Iodine,  1  drachm  ;  collodion,  27  drachms.  3rd.  Liquid  per- 
cUoride  of  iron,  1  ounce ;  collodion,  27  drachms. 


The  Action  of  Amorphntut  Phosphorus  on  the  Orgasm. — Tn 
dssia  of  five  grains,  when  adminihtcred  to  a  dog,  Kcynauld  and  Las- 
n^ne  find  that  amorphous  or  red  phosphorus  has  no  poisonous 
«iKt.  They  also  gave  half-grain  doses  to  birds  without  any  disad- 
Tiat^geooB  circnmstanccs  ;  and  consider  that  it  has  no  action  on  the 
■aeons  membranea. 


Bthawwr  of  Piftotoxin  with  BurseswilVs  5«f^r- TV*/..— Becker, 
vho  has  investigated  the  proporticK  of  picrotoxin,  states,  when  this 
labsunce,  in  an  acid  solution,  is  boiletl  with  a  potash  Folution  of 
ropper,  suboxide  of  copper  is  precipitated,  and  that  this  reaction 
does  not  depend  on  the  existence  of  sugar  as  an  element  of  picro- 
toxin. 


4  6  Mi»eeUany.         ^ 

* 
New  Method  of  Preparing  Pure  Oxide  of  Zinc  for  Medical  Um. 
— ^It  is  well  known  that  the  old  method  of  making  oxide  of  siBe» 
in  our  pharmacopceas,  was  discarded  on  aoconnt  of  the  imparity  of 
the  product.  This  method,  with  certain  improvements,  is  now  in 
active  operation,  in  consequence  of  some  experiments  by  Mr.  Hnb* 
buck,  who  is  a  manufacturer  of  oxide  of  zinc  on  a  laige  scale,  for  oae 
as  a  pigment.  He  finds  that,  when  the  products  of  the  combustion 
of  metallic  zinc  are  intercepted  at  a  ceetain  distance  from  the  crucible 
or  retort  in  which  its  combustion  takes  place,  a  pure  oxide  of  zinc 
is  obtained,  possessing  all  the  chemical  and  physical  qualities  de- 
sired by  the  medical  practitioner.  In  fact,  Mr.  nubbnck's  mediod 
is  in  every  way  the  best  and  cheapest  one  for  making  this  almoet 
constantly  impure  oxide. 


Method  for  the  Detection  of  Phosphorus  in  Cases  of  Poisomng.-^ 
E,  Mitschcrlich  considers  the  following  the  most  delicate  method  for 
the  detection  of  phosphorus  in  toxicological  cases  :  The  subatanoe 
to  be  examined  is  distilled  with  sulphuric  acid  and  water  from  a  flaak» 
and  the  vapor  conducted  through  a  glass  tube  into  a  vertical  glass 
receiver.  This  receiver  passas  through  the  bottom  of  a  broad  glass 
cylinder,  filled  with  cold  waU^r,  which  is  constantly  renewed  in  ths 
usual  manner,  so  that  the  hot  water  escapes  from  the  top,  and  the 
cold  water  enters  at  the  bottom.  Under  the  lower  end  of  the  receiver, 
which  passes  through  the  bottom  of  the  cooler,  a  vessel  is  placed  to 
collect  the  distillate. 

If  phosphorus  is  present,  its  vapor  passes  over  with  the  steam 
into  the  receiver,  and  it  may  be  seen  where  the  vapor  enters  the  cool 
portion  of. the  receiver,  as  a  distinct  illumination  in  the  dark,  which 
long  continues.  Generally,  an  illuminated  ring  is  observed.  From 
substances,  such  as  flour,  which  only  contain  one  hundred-thou- 
sandth part  of  phosphorus,  the  fluid  can  be  distilled  off,  and  the  dis- 
tillation be  continued  for  half  an  hour  without  the  illumination 
ceasing.  After  such  an  experiment,  the  flask  and  its  contents  may 
be  expossd  to  the  air  for  fourteen  days,  and  the  distillation  repented 
with  the  development  of  the  illumination. 

When  volatile  bodies,  as  ether,  alcohol  and  oil  of  turpentine,  are 
present,  which  destroy  the  illumination  of  the  phosphoras,  the  ether 
and  alcohol  must  be  distilled  off,  and  then  the  illumination  will  ap- 
pear. Oil  of  turpentine  pi-events  the  illumination  ;  but  such  an 
admixture  is  not  likely  to  occur  in  forensic  investigations.  If  am- 
monia be  present,  its  detrimental  influence  may  be  prevented  by  the 
addition  of  sulphuric  acid. 
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ForeepM  ver%ui  Scissors,  Sharp  Crotchety  etc.  By  J.  R.  Freese, 
M.  D.,  BloomingtoDy  BL 

Mo8t  of  my  friends  call  me  a  bold  operator,  a  bold  practi- 
Qoner,  ncvertlicless  I  know  it  to  be  true  that,  howeTcr  bold  I 
may  be  where  I  can  see  and  feel,  and  thus  know  exactly  what 
I  am  doing,  I  am  considerably  timid  when  it  comes  to  work- 
ing in  the  dark,  with  sharp  instruments,  among  delicate  organs 
and  tissues. 

There  is  no  operation  for  which  I  have  CTor  felt  a  greater 
iresA  than  that  of  Craniotomy.  The  delicacy  of  the  occasion 
— ^the  soft,  delicate  tissues  with  which  the  instruments  must 
eome  in  contact,  more  or  less ;  and  the  ugly  look  of  the  instru- 
ments to  be  used,  have  all  conspired  to  make  me  wish  that  I 
may  nerer  be  under  the  necessity  of  performing  the  operation, 
and  thus  far  I  have  been  gratified  in  my  wish. 

A  few  months  ago,  however,  I  thought,  to  use  a  common 
expression,  that  I  was  **  in  for  it,"  and  the  manner  in  which 
I  *•  got  out  of  it "  will  form  the  subject  of  this  article.  If  the 
publishing  it  enables  any  of  my  Medical  brethren  to  get 
oat  of  a  like  difficulty  in  a  like  satisfactory  manner,  I  shall 
consider  myself  fully  repaid  for  the  trouble  of  reporting  the 
cue. 

Vol.  xvti— 29 
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Mrs.  W.  was,  and  is,  a  strong,  healthy  womtuWahont  82 
years  of  age.  She  ^^  not  married  until  about  30,  and  in 
about  one  year  thereafter  she  was  in  the  usual  interesting 
condition,  and  prepared  co  present  her  devoted  husband  with 
a  pledge  of  her  affection.  Her  labor  pains  commenced  on 
Friday  evening,  continued  all  night,  all  day  Saturday,  and 
Saturday  night,  and  all  day  Sunday  and  fiunday  night  until 
about  12  o'clock,  when  I  wajs  sent  for  as  consulting  physician. 
On  arriving  at  the  house  and  learning  the  history  of  the  case, 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  make  an  examination,  per  vaginam^ 
when  I  found,  somewhat  to  my  horror,  that  the  antero-poste- 
rior  diameter  of  the  pelvis  was  only  from  two  to  three  inches, 
while  the  transverse  diameter  was  not  more  than  three  and  a 
half  inches.  At  once  the  horrors  of  Craniotomy,  with  its 
punctures,  and  breakings,  and  crushings,  and  mutilations, 
arose  to  my  mind ;  but,  not  having  the  necessary  instruments 
with  me,  and  yet  having  brought  along  a  pair  of  Hodge's  For- 
ceps, I  concluded  to  try  the  efficacy  of  a  milder  kind  of  crash- 
ing, before  sending  for  the  instruments  to  perform  Cranioto- 
my. The  woman  was  fast  sinking — indeed,  her  pulse  was 
scarcely  then  perceptible,  and  I  felt  that  whatever  was  done, 
must  be  done  soon.  My  mind  at  once  fixed  upon  the  follow- 
ing plan,  and  I  resolved  to  put  it  into  execution  without 
delay. 

The  strait  I  concluded  was  large  enough  to  admit  the  en- 
trance and  exit  of  the  Forcep  blades,  and  if  I  could  get  them 
fairly  on  the  head  of  the  child  (it  being  a  vertex  presentation), 
I  would  use  force  enough  to  crmh  the  head  within  the  size  of 
the  Forcep  blades,  and  thus  deliver  the  woman.  Having  told 
the  attending  physician  of  my  plan,  and  informed  the  friends 
that  the  operation  was  a  critical  one  for  the  mother,  and  cer- 
tainly fatal  to  the  child,  I  proceeded  to  place  tlie  woman  in 
$itUf  and  apply  the  blades  of  the  Forceps,  secundum  artetn. 

Having  got  the  blades  fairly  applied,  and  assured  myself 
that  there  was  no  portion  of  the  genital  organs  within  their 
grasp,  I  grasped  and  pressed  the  handles  of  the  Forceps  with 
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1  foree  iiuit  they  hit  iogeih^y  aud  there  I  secnred  them 
vith  a  strong  cord.    I  was  thl|k  P^^cp&f^cl  to  draw  upon  the 


i 


which  I  did,  first  gentljWBau^ight  rotary  movement, 
md then  with  considerable  foree^nRMlpt  an  iota  did  it  seem 
to  eone  forward.  After  allowing  mygMLnj^  to  rest  for  a  few 
HkmteSy  I  again  applied  force,  and  vcrjrVnsiderable  too,  and 
Ais  time  there  wava  slight  advance — sufficient  to  encourage 
■a  to  make  a  third  effort,  after  allowing  my  patient  a  little 
time  to  rest.  I  now  changed  her  position  from  the  edge  to 
the  middle  of  the  bed,  and  had  her  hips  raised  by  placing  ;&« 
piDowB  underneath.  I  stood,  myself,  upon  the  bed,  and  when 
aD  was  ready,  I  again  applied  a  very  considerable  force  to  the 
Fwoepe,  giving  it  such  motion  and  direction  as  would  favor 
Ike  deliveiy;  and,  as  '^  fortune  favors  the  brave,"  and  '^per- 
■feraiKse  is  followed  by  success,"  this  time  I  succeeded  in 
•impletely  delivering  the  head.  I  immediately  untied  the 
kndlefl  and  took  off  the  forceps  from  the  head ;  and  such  a 
heting  liead ! — ^two  or  three  times  as  long  as  it  was  broad — 
boking  more  like  a  piece  of  the  human  arm  than  a  foetal  head. 
I  speedily  pressed  and  moulded  it  into  shape  as  best  I  could, 
sad  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the  balance  of  the  foetus,  which 
I  had  to  do  entirely  by  force,  as  there  were  no  labor  pains 
tAatever.  Observmg  that  the  child  did  not  breathe,  I  blew 
ialD  its  mouth,  and  tried  to  make  a  bellows  of  the  chest,  and 
|ntty  soon  my  efforts  were  rewarded  by  seeing  the  child  com- 
■snce  to  breathe.  Having  cut  the  cord,  I  passed  the  child  to 
ths  nurse,  with  particular  directions  as  to  its  care. 

The  mother  did  not  flow  more  than  usual,  and,  except  very 
fmi  exhaustion,  consequent  upon  the  long  labor  and  opera- 
IM,  no  special  symptoms  presented  themselves  to  our  care. 
la  about  nine  days  she  was  up  about  the  house,  attending  to 
kr  osnal  daties. 

Btranga?feo  say  1  and  contrary  to  every  probability  and  my 
•va  definite  prognosis,  the  child  fivcd— continued  to  enjoy 
pod  health,,  and  to-day  is  as  healthy,  and  seems  to  enjoy  as 
gDdd  mental  faculties  as  any  child  in  the  city. 
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hare  been  lost,  for  I  fully  think  now,  as  I  did  then,  that  the 
mother's  life  would,  almost  certainly,  have  been  sacrificed  in 
the  operation  of  craniotomy ,  however  skillfully  it  might  have 
been  performed. 

One  line  of  the  school-boys'  song  reads — 

**  If  at  finft  yoa  don*t  raececd,  Iry '  try  agftln  l^* 

and  it  is  a  lesson  to  be  heeded  by  the  surgeon  as  well  as  the 
ichool-boy. 

The  force  that  may  be  applied  with  safety  in  extracting  the 
Setus,  lA  another  of  the  lessons  tliat  is  to  be  learned  from  this 
ease.  I  am  a  strong,  muscular  man,  and  when  I  say  that  I 
applied  '^a  very  considerable  force,"  you  may  well  guess  what 
it  means.  However,  before  applying  such  great  force,  I  was, 
as  Col.  Crockett  would  say,  '^  sure  I  was  right."  I  was  sure 
that  there  was  room  for  the  exit  of  the  closed  forcep  blades, 
and  I  was  sure,  too,  that  no  fold  of  the  vagina,  or  other  por- 
tion of  the  generative  organs  were  within  their  grasp  ;  and 
feeUng  as  I  did  that  life  or  death  was  dependant  on  the  suc- 
eeis,  and  speedy  success  too,  of  my  plan  of  treatment,  I  ap- 
plied more  force  than  I  should  have  dared  to  apply  under  less 
urgent  circumstances. 

The  woman,  in  recovering,  did  not  complain  of  more  than 
ordinary  soreness,  and  no  present  or  subsequent  ailment  has 
happened  to  the  womb  or  vagina  on  account  of  the  force  ap- 


In  conclusion,  let  me  suggest  that,  in  all  cases  where  there 
■  room  for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  the  closed  forcep  blades, 
try  my  expedient,  and  if  it  succeeds,  as  it  did  in  my  case,  you 
wfll  thank  me  for  the  suggestion. 

I  look  npon  such  fortunate  results,  in  exceeding  difficult 
eases,  as  green  oases  in  the  midst  of  the  great  desert  of  prac- 
tice, and  if  others  of  our  professional  brethren  will  take  the 
trouble  of  reporting  such  as  may  fall  under  their  care,  it  will 
relieve  the  tedium,  and  cheer  us  on  in  the  arduous  duties  of 
our  noble  profession. 
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Syrup  of  Iodide  of  Iron  in  Uterine  Hemorrhage. — ^By  0.  C. 
GiBBS,  M.  D. 

Having  recently  seen  the  Syrup  of  Iodide  of  Iron  spoken 
highly  of  in  cases  of  mcnorrhagia,  in  a  late  number  of  the 
New- York  Medical  IHrneB^  1  am  induced  to  make  mention  of 
a  case  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  in  which  this  agent  seemed  in- 
strumental to  a  cure  after  a  failure  of  other  means. 

In  the  summer  of  1850,  having  recently  cured  a  case  of 
uterine  hemorrhage,  that  had  for  two  years  grown  worse  under 
quack  medication,  until  the  patient  was  nearly  bloodless  and 
apparently  very  near  death,  I  was  called  several  miles  beyond 
the  ordinary  bounds  of  my  practice,  to  see  a  case  of  uterine 
hemorrhage,  supposed  to  be  similar  to  the  one  just  cured,  upon 
the  strength  of  which  case  my  present  patient  was  placed 
under  my  charge.  The  case  alluded  to,  to  which  I  was  in- 
debted for  this  one  I  am  about  to  relate,  was  one  of  uterine 
polypus,  that  had  long  been  treated  as  a  case  of  prolapsus 
uteri  with  pessaries  and  supporters.  The  removal  of  the 
polypus,  followed  by  the  administration  of  chalybeate  tonics, 
soon  restored  the  patient  to  health.  I  did,  indeed,  hope  that 
the  cases  would  prove  similar,  that  the  expectations  of  patient 
and  friends  might  be  realized,  and  the  hemorrhage  in  thia 
latter  case  be  as  summarily  disposed  of  as  in  the  former. 

I  found  my  patient  in  an  extremely  anemic  condition.  She 
was  about  forty  years  of  age,  and  had  borne  nine  children. 
Her  youngest  was  about  six  months  old,  since  the  birth  of 
which  she  had  been  troubled  with  uterine  hemorrhage.  The 
vagina  was  plugged  with  a  silk  handkerchief,  which  I  carefully 
removed ;  clots  of  blood  were  also  removed,  and  the  neck  of 
the  womb  was  found  soft  and  florid,  and  the  os  uteri  open  to  a 
size  easily  admitting  the  finger.  No  polypus,  fibrus  tumour, 
or  other  disease  of  the  womb  was  discoverable.  The  hemor- 
rhage was  of  a  passive  character,  and  seemed  to  arise  from 
an  atonic  condition  of  the  system. 

I  ordered  the  vagina  and  rectum  to  be  injected  each  t»vice 
daily  with  cold  water,  quinine  and  iron  to  be  regularly  admin- 
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,  and  ateaspooiifal  of  the  following  mixture  to  be  given 
diree  times  a  day : 

Tine  Ergot  3  viii. 
'^  Opium  3  iv.  mix. 
The  bowels  were  also  directed  to  bo  kept  open  with  the  com- 
povnd  rhubarb  pill ;  oool  drinks  and  the  horisontal  position 
enjoined.  This  treatment  was  continued  with  but  little  vari- 
alioii,  giving  occasionally  tine,  kino  or  acitate  of  lead,  for 
aboat  three  weeks,  with  but  little  improvement.  Plugging 
kad  to  be  occasionally  resorted  to  during  this  time.  A  little 
v%or  had  been  acquired,  and  the  countenance  had  somewhat 
■qiroTed,  but  the  nudn  essential  of  the  disease,  hemorrhage, 
waa  bnt  limitedly  under  control.  I  had  failed  to  fulfill  the 
hi^  expectations  of  my  patient  and  her  friends,  the  confidence 
laposed  in  me  at  first  was  gone,  and,  indeed,  I  hod  fearful 
sppnhensions  that  she  would  pass  firom  my  hands  but  litde 
JBIwoTed,  to  loose  even  that  little  soon. 

At  tfaia  point  in  the  case  I  ordered  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron, 
m  80  drop  doses,  three  times  a  day,  also  small  doses  of  tur- 
pentine, three  or  four  times  a  day,  in  connection  with  the 
jhily  ue  of  the  cold  hip  bath  and  friction  along  the  spine. 

ISie  pntient  soon  began  to  improve,  and  in  three  weeks 
■ore  was  discharged  cured.  Soon  after  she  again  became 
piegnaat,  and  whether  hemorrhage  succeeded  her  next  con* 
;  I  do  not  know,  as  I  lost  sight  of  her  in  a  change  of 
Whether  the  turpentine,  or  the  syrup  of  iodide  of 
or  the  two  conjoined,  deserves  the  credit  of  cure,  or 
'  xecovety  was  independent  of  either,  it  is  certainly 
{■poanblo'  to  determine.  In  my  own  mind,  I  gave  the  prin- 
eredit  to  the  syrup,  and  should,  probably,  in  a  similar 
,  nnder  similar  circumstances,  give  it  additional  trial. 
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l>i$ea$e  cf  the  Bladder  and  ESdnej^e  and  their  TreatmeiiL — 
By  M.  Wbmplb,  M.  D. 

It  seems  that  since  the  inyention  of  instramentSy  and  the 
discovery  of  chemical  reagents  for  the  purpose  of  detecting 
morbid  conditions  of  the  urine,  practical  as  well  as  theoretical 
men  have  occasionally  forgotten  to  look  into  the  labratory  and 
nrinal  reserroir  of  the  body  for  disease,  bat  have  attributed 
•^  aU  the  discolorations  of  litmus,  and  abnormal  specific  gravities 
to  some  corresponding  disease  of  the  circulating  fluid. 

What  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  in  this  article  is  the  fre- 
quency of  disease  of  the  kidneys  and  bladder  amongst  the 
laboring  classes  of  lumber  districts ;  a  disease  which  is  gener- 
ally organic  in  character,  and  which  yields  sbwly  andjBtubbomly 
to  the  influence  of  remedial  agents. 

As  the  history  of  cases  is  generally  more  interesting  than 
didatio  lectures,  I  have  chosen  two  firom  my  note  book  to  illua- 
trate  the  above  remarks.  One  thing  I  wish  noticed  in  the 
treatment  of  the  following,  and  that  is  the  extract  of  Taraxa- 
cum, an  article  which,  when  used  as  a  diuretic  and  aperient, 
deserves  more  credit  than  has  generally  been  allowed  it.  In 
July,  1854, 1  was  called  to  see  a  patient  who  had  been  con- 
fined to  his  bed  for  two  or  three  months.  His  occupation  had 
been  that  of  shingle  maker,  but,  for  a  year  previous,  he  had 
not  been  able  to  do  much  on  account  of  a  dull,  deep-seated 
pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  and  at  times  great  trouble  in  passing 
urine.  I  found  the  patient  lying  on  his  back  being  unable  to 
bear  the  erect  posture  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  symptoms  were  as  follows :  pulse  open,  soft  and  small; 
tongue  slightly  coated  with  a  white  fur ;  appetite  poor ;  pain 
in  the  gastric  and  hepatic  regions,  but  not  aggravated  by 
pressure.  Bowels  soft.  The  skin  was  in  the  condition  gen- 
erally found  when  hectic  is  present.  There  was  great  tender- 
ness in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  and  the  day  before  I  saw 
the  patient  he  had  discharged  a  large  quantity  of  pus  with  his 
urine. 

I  examined  the  bladder  with  a  sound  but  could  detect  no 
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lesions  there.     Feeling  justified  in  pronouncing  it  a  ease  of 
organic  disease  of  the  kidneys  I  proceeded  with  the  foil  owing 
course  of  treatment — First  introduced  a  seton  over  each 
kidnej  and  then  put  him  upon  the  following 
|k  Pill  Hydrarg.  gr.  xv. 
Ext.  Taraxacum  3-  j- 
made  into  fifteen  pills — five  to  be  taken  each  day  with  three 
drops  of  creosote  to  be  taken  three  times  each  day. 

This  treatment  was  continued  until  the  gums  became 
slightly  inflamed,  when  the  mercurial  was  dropped  and  the 
iodide  of  potass  substituted  until  all  traces  of  Ptyalism  disap- 
peared, when  the  mercurial  was  again  used,  thus  alternating 
and  avoiding  the  irritation  caused  by  the  long  continuance  of 
such  remedies.  A  diluent,  nourishing  but  unstimulating  diet 
was  also  ordered. 

This  coarse  of  treatment  was  continued  until  the  following 
September,  when  the  patient  was  discharged  sound  and  well. 

Kow  it  may  be  asked,  what  had  the  extract  of  taraxacum  to 
do  with  the  cure?  I  answer  it  had  much.  The  patient  had 
taken  a  large  amount  of  pill  hydrage  before  I  saw  him,  and 
was  passing  large  quantities  of  pus  with  his  urine,  and  as  the 
Uadder  was  perfectly  sound,  the  disease  could  be  situated  in 
M>  other  pla<»  than  the  kidneys,  which  disease  stimulating 
finretics  would  have  aggravated  rather  than  relieved.  In 
addition  to  its  dinretio  properties  it  is  an  excellent  aperient 
and  can  be  borne  when  the  stomach  will  reject  every  thing 
else. 

In  the  second  case  which  came  under  my  care,  immediately 
after  discharging  the  one  already  related,  there  was  no  disease 
ef  the  kidneys  but  the  bladder  presented  all  the  elements  of 
long  standing  disease.  This  patient  had  been  passing  blood 
mvcos  and  pus  with  his  urine  for  several  months.  In  this  case 
Ae  taraxacum  was  not  used  as  there  was  no  indication  which 
it  could  fulfill.  Not  feeling  any  confidence  in  the  powers  of 
any  treatment  but  that  of  counter  irritation  and  cauterization 
I  asked  the  opinion  of  Dr.  G.  S.  Burbridge,  of  Kentucky,  in 
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regard  to  an  injection  of  nitric  argent,  which  was  faTorable  and 
thirty  grains  to  the  ounce  of  aqoa  distill  was  iigected  and 
retained  half  an  hour.  This  was  followed  op  three  times  each 
week  until  all  Bjmptoms  of  inflammation  subsided,  when  baik 
ale  and  a  nourishing  diet  was  allowed  and  at  the  end  of  two 
months  the  patient  was  discharged  welL 


Ob^eruaiionB  on  the  use  of  BeUadonnay  in  certain  farms  €f 
Mental  Abberration. — ^By  B.  B.  Battailb,  M.  D. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention,  and  that  of  the  profession, 
to  the  use  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  in  certain  cases  of 
mental  derangement,  which  have  occurred  in  my  practice. 
Atropa  belladonna  or  deadly  night  shade,  {as  you  know)y  is  an 
exotic ;  sexual  system  pentandria  monogynia,  nat  order  so- 
lanace.  It  is  sometimes  seen  in  our  gardens  along  waste 
places  among  rubbish,  and  flowering  in  June  and  July.  Its 
fruit  is  a  roundish  berry  reddening  as  it  ripens,  and  afterward 
of  a  deep  purple  color ;  very  dangerous  for  children  or  igno- 
rant persons,  as  it  is  very  poisonous. 

The  leaves  are  oval,  acute  inoderous,  slightly  nauseous  of  a 
sweetish  sabacid  taste.  Belladonna  is  a  very  energetic  nar- 
cotic; employed  in  hooping  cough,  ticdolouroux  and  other 
nervous  afiections;  also  as  a  prophylaxis  in  scarlet  fever. 
The  extract  is  the  preparation  used  in  the  cases  above  alluded 
to.  Having  had  in  the  months  of  January  and  February, 
1855,  a  severe  case  of  maniacal  derangement  which  occurred 
iu  a  body  45  years  of  age,  who,  after  a  protracted  treatment 
of  six  weeks,  entirely  recovered.  I  determined  in  the  next 
cases  in  my  practice  to  use  the  belladonna  with  more  precision 
and  to  push  it  to  the  extent  of  its  specific  influence  on  the 
system.  In  using  this  medicine  in  coughs  and  lung  diseases, 
having  observed  it  to  produce  temporary  delirium  along  with 
dilatation  of  the  pupils ;  it  occurred  to  me  whether  this  effect 
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could  not  be  produced  in  order  to  counteract  a  aimilar  influence 
already  existing  in  the  Bystem^  upon  the  principal  ^^nmrnQeOy 
tOSntM,  euranderJ*  Case  1st,  Mrs.  F.  aged  20,  a  robust 
laoo-pUegmatic  temperament,  was  delivered  of  a 
kealthy  child,  November,  1855,  abont  the  time  of  parturition 
and  afterwards  several  painful  altercations  with  her  husband 
oeenrred,  which,  together  with  an  untoward  aspect  of  their 
temporal  aflhirs,  resulted  in  a  total  suppression  of  the  mental 
fccnlties.  Upon  seeing  her,  a  dull,  stolid,  speechless,  stupe- 
fretion  waa  all  the  manifestations  that  presented  themselves 
to  the  observer ;  pulse  quick  and  irregular,  child  entirely  un- 
BOtieed.  She  was  able  to  walk  about  the  room,  and  out  of 
doors.  Suppression  of  the  uterine  discharges,  which  may 
haTe  had  some  effect  in  producing  derangement.  The  char- 
aetcr  of  the  disease  was  rather  of  the  passive  than  active  kind. 
Wben  q)oken  to  she  appeared  moody  and  sullen  and  entirely 
apeeddess ;  had  been  in  this  state  several  days.  With  some 
fiBealty  she  was  forced  to  take  2  grs.  of  the  extract  of  bella- 
about  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  followed  in  two  hours  by  a 
cathartic ;  at  night  2  grs.  extract ;  the  next  day  suckled 
ha  baby,  and  seemed  more  coherent ;  at  12  took  2  grs.  ex- 
Inct belladonna;  appeared  much  more  rational  and  seemed  to 
^iderstand  what  was  said  to  her;  she  yet  refused  to  speak ; 
al  night  took  extract ;  slept  well  and  next  morning  rational 
aad  spoke  a  little  when  spoken  to;  the  pupils  being  much  dilated 
Ae  medicine  was  discontinued  ;  recovery  rapid  and  complete. 
Case  2d,  Mrs.  0.  B.,  aged  27,  a  rather  delicate  lady,  of  weak 
iBtelleet,  had  been  delivered  before  I  saw  her,  and  had  puer- 
peral mania,  discharges  suppressed  and  scant  at  first.  Having 
attended  this  patient  before  I  was  somewhat  acquainted  with 
bar  mental  diathesis.  Pulse  weak  and  quick ;  was  very  in- 
ooherent  at  times,  though  generally  rational.  Considered  by 
bar  friends  not  altogether  sane ;  gave  the  extract  of  bella- 
Asana  as  above;  also  gave  acetate  of  lead  and  Dover 
powder  for  the  diarrhea,  which  she  had  and  was  constita- 
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tionally  subject   to.     Becovery  in    ten  or   twelve   days 
and  complete. 

Cose  8d,  Mr.  M.  C,  aged  26,  lost  his  wife  about  the  20tli 
of  April,  1856.  She  having  died  suddenly,  I  was  sent  for  to 
see  him  April  27th.  The  week  before  I  saw  him  he  had  an 
attack  of  mental  abberration  attended  with  palpitations,  de- 
pression of  spirits,  and  had  been  also  the  subject  of  a  seyere 
fit  of  cramp  coUk^  as  his  relations  and  friends  said,  so  mueh 
so  that  his  life  was  despaired  of.  When  I  saw  him  he  was 
lying  upon  the  bed  with  numerous  attendants  around  him, 
with  another  attack  of  cramp  edUie.  Mind  very  incoherent, 
loquacious — had  been  previously  in  a  very  depressed  state  of 
mind  with  low  melancholy  from  loss  of  his  wife.  The  princi- 
pal seat  of  his  bodily  ailment  he  referred  to  a  pain  seated  a 
few  inches  below  the  right  nipple ;  upon  examination  I  de- 
clared to  him  and  the  attendants  that  there  was^no  evidence  of 
disorder  at  the  spot  indicated,  nor  did  I  believe  there  was  one 
symptom  of  cramp  collie.  The  disease  resembled  hysterical 
spasm  more  than  any  thing  else.  The  patient  had  not  slept 
for  several  days  and  nights,  a  cause  sufficient  in  itself  to  pro- 
duce mental  disorder.  Crave  2  grains  of  extract  of  belladonna, 
followed  by  a  brisk  cathartic;  next  day  under  active  cathartic 
operations ;  continued  the  extract ;  slept  well  at  night ;  mind 
nearly  restored.  Recovery  rapid  and  complete.  The  varie- 
ties of  intellectual  abberrations  and  their  causes  is  a  subjeot 
too  extensive  for  this  place.  I  would  like  to  discuss  it  in 
another  article. 


Epilepsy. — By  Edwin  R.  Maxson,  M.  D.,  of  Geneva,  N.  T. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  disease  which  afflicts  the  human  family, 
that  has  been  the  subject  of  more  doubt  and  empiricism  than 
epilepsy. 

In  almost  every  age,  from  the  time  of  Hippocrates  to  the 
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praent,  there  luw  been  coining  up  some  new  idea  in  relation 
to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  this  disease. 

And  notwithstanding  the  many  specifics  for  this  affection 
iHiieh  have  had  their  day,  we  are  yet  left  to  fall  back  upon 
•■r  knowledge  of  anatomy,  physiology^  pathology  and  thera- 
peaticB  in  order  to  treat  this  disease  on  rationid  principles. 
When  we  shall  learn  to  examine  epilepsy  on  strict  common- 
!  prindplesi  like  tme  medical  philosophers,  I  suspect  that 
I  will  be  les8  of  mystery  surrounding  it,  and  that  some 
,  at  least,  will  be  found  entitled  to  a  fiEiyorable  prognosis, 
ad  which,  with  proper  treatment,  wiU  result  in  a  perfect  and 
pafmanent  core* 
Wnm  eztensire  and  careful  observation  of  this  affection, 
.  in  hospital  and  private  practice,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
aediate  eanse  of  the  epileptic  paroxysm  is  conjestion  of  the 
,  and  mainly  of  the  cerebellum,  especially  in  the  early 
ilagea,  and  in  mild  cases.  And  that  it  is  the  extension  of 
ttbeongestion  to  the  cerebrum,  thus  involving  the  whole  brain, 
whieh  produces  the  apoplexy  that  generally  precedes  the  fa- 
tal termination  in  violent  cases. 

In  the  milder  cases,  the  congestion  affecting  or  deranging 
the  diatribntion  of  the  nervous  influence  to  the  voluntary  mus- 
dea,  and  thus  interrupting  mainly  the  animal  functions ;  while 
m  eerere  and  &tal  cases  the  general  cephalic  congestion  de- 
nagea  or  entirely  interrupts  tiie  flow  of  nervous  influence  to 
At  aympathetic  nerve,  thus  interrupting  or  suspending  the  in- 
Tohintary  or  vital  functions. 

Now,  if  this  position  be  true,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  in  every  case  of  epilepsy  there  is  actual,  permanent  dis- 
caae  of  the  brain,  or  in  every  cbbo  even,  a  strong  hereditary  prc- 
diapoaition  to  cephalic  diseases — though  this  may  very  gen- 
enlly  be  the  ease. 

The  hereditary  predisposition  to  epilepsy,  is  marked,  ac- 
eording  to  my  observation,  by  a  short  neck,  a  big  head,  and 
an  idiotic  expression  of  countenance ;  and  where  these  condi- 
tions exist,  and  the  epileptic  fits  are  developed  without  any 
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special  local  or  general  accidental  cansCy  very  little  good  lias 
resulted,  generally,  I  think,  from  any  system  of  medical  treat- 
ment. But  by  a  careful  observance  of  the  laws  of  health,  I 
am  satisfied  such  cases  may  be  rendered  milder,  and  the  par- 
oxysms sometimes  be  made  to  occur  less  frequently. 

Many,  however,  of  the  epileptics  of  the  present  day  are  the 
result  of  some  general  or  local  affection,  of  which  the  cephalic 
congestion  is  symptomatic,  the  brain,  if  at  all  diseased,  onlj 
becoming  so  by  degrees  from  the  repeated  congestion,  or  from 
the  local  or  general  morbid  derangement  of  the  system. 

According  to  my  observation,  irritation  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  with  indigestion,  in  some  form,  is  by  far  the  most  fre- 
quent local  affection  of  which  epilepsy  is  symptomatic ;  bnt 
the  epileptic  paroxysm  may  depend  upon  uterine  derangement, 
or  upon  a  general  irritable  condition  of  the  cerebro-spinal 
and  nervous  system,  with  slight  softening  of  the  brain,  brought 
about  by  masturbation,  or  perverted  excessive  sexual  indul- 
gence, or  sometimes,  perhaps,  by  other  species  of  imprudence. 

I  need  hardly  say,  that  in  all  cases  of  epilepsy,  symptomatic 
of  some  local  or  general  affection  that  may  admit  of  relief,  a 
judicious  course  of  treatment  should  be  early  adopted  and  per- 
severed in  for  a  reasonable  time,  as  a  cure  in  such  cases  is 
sometimes  to  be  hoped  for  at  least. 

The  imprudence  which  has  led  to  the  local  or  general  de- 
rangement, should  be  sought  out  and  corrected  if  possible,  and 
the  local  and  general  morbid  condition  treated  on  general 
principles  ;  and  as  the  system  becomes  regulated  the  fits  will 
sometimes  gradually  or  suddenly  disappear,  and  a  permanent 
r  ecovery  be  the  result. 

In  the  summer  of  1848, 1  was  called  to  see  a  boy,  twelve 
years  old,  who  had  been  subject  to  epileptic  fits  of  a  severe 
character,  for  ten  years — the  fits  having  commenced  when  he 
was  about  two  years  old;  they  had  gradually  grown  more 
frequent  till  the  time  I  saw  him,  when  he  was  having  from  one 
to  three  fits  per  night,  coming  on,  generally,  soon  after  falling 
asleep. 
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He  had  been  repeatedly  sabjected  to  medical  treatment, 
vithout  benefit,  and  had  become  quite  idiotic  in  hie  appear- 
In  searching  for  the  cause,  in  this  case,  I  became  satisfied 
;  it  was  from  indigestion,  and  that  the  indigestion  was  pro- 
1  and  had  been  kept  up  from  early  childhood  by  the  habit 
of  ealing  ataU  hours  of  the  day,  or  betveen  meals. 

I  therefore  directed  that  no  food  be  alloved,  except  at  regn- 
hr  mealtime,  and  gave  him  a  pill,  after  eating,  morning  and 
evening,  composed  of  rhei,  ferricarb,  sine  oxide  and  ext.  conii, 
eidi  one  grain.  In  three  weeks  his  fits  had  ceased,  and  though 
I  continued  the  pills  about  six  months,  ho  has  never  had  ano- 
ther fit,  and  has  now  grown  to  be  a  bright,  nigged  and  intelli- 
gent young  man. 


I  of  Tracktaiomy,  for  Croup  and  Foreign  Body  in  the 
TrotkuL-^Bj  G.  A.  Eunkler,  M.  D.,  of  Madison,  Ind. 
Casb  1.  On  the  5th  of  May,  of  the  present  year,  I  was 

edkd  to  attend  the  child  of  Mr.  F ,  which  had  been  seised 

wah  well  marked  symptoms  of  croup,  the  same  night.  The 
Ettle  patient  was  a  strong,  healthy  child  of  four  years,  and 
had  been  treated  by  me  for  croup  several  times  previously. 

The  symptoms,  from  the  beginning,  were  of  extreme  vio- 
Imrr  The  usual  strictly  antiphlogistic  treatment  was  em- 
ployed. A  number  of  leeches  were  applied  to  the  neck,  eme- 
tki  and  purgatives  were  administered,  but  with  only  tempo- 
nry  relief.  On  the  second  day  the  symptoms  had  increased 
in  Tiolence ;  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  neck,  and  subse- 
fsrntly  dressed  with  mercurial  ointment.  A  strong  solution 
sff  nitrate  of  silver  was  also  used,  and  freely  applied,  but 
without  benefit.  On  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  the  symp- 
taiM  became  so  aggravated  that  every  paroxysm  threatened 
isnfibcation.    Considering  the  case  utterly  hopeless, 
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I  proposed,  as  a  last  resort,  IncIieoUHny,  wliioh  was  aeeor- 
dingly  done  with  the  consent  of  the  parents.  The  child  being 
firmly  held  by  several  assistants,  a  single  incision,  about  an 
inch  and  a  half  Jong,  was  made,  which  folly  exposed  the  tra- 
chea. The  hemorrhage  was  trifling ;  after  it  bed  ceased  the 
trachea  was  opened  to  the  extent  of  three  quarters  of  an  inch* 
The  false  membrane  conld  then  be  distinctly  seen,  moring  with 
the  respiratory  efforts.  A  portion  was  seised  with  a  pair  of 
small  forceps,  and  drawn  out  of  the  wound.  Quite  a  number 
of  smaller  fragments  were  expelled  shortly  afterwards.  The 
respiration  became  regular  and  easy  as  soon  as  this  had  taken 
place,  the  pulse  also  became  slower  and  more  calm.  The  child 
was  so  exhausted  that  it  fell  asleep  while  I  was  dressing  the 
wound.  There  was  very  little  cough  the  first  fire  hours. 
There  was  a  considerable  discharge  out  of  the  tube  which  had 
been  inserted,  for  about  thirty  hours,  some  person  being  con- 
stantly reqiured  to  watch  the  patient  and  to  remove  the  ob- 
structions when  necessary.  During  this  time,  the  symptoms 
firadually  became  more  favorable,  and  in  the  course  of  five 
days  the  tube  was  removed,  respiration  being  established  in 
the  natural  manner.  A  croupy  cough  remained  for  sometime 
after ;  there  was  also  some  hoarseness,  which,  however,  gave 
no  trouble.  The  wound  healed  rapidly  and  kindly,  and  the 
patient  is  now  in  perfect  health. 

Casb  II.  During  March  of  1853, 1  attended  the  infant  of 
Mr.  C,  a  farmer.  The  patient  was  a  strong,  robust  girl,  aged 
about  two  years.  It  had  been  attacked  with  croup  two  daya 
before  I  was  called  in,  having,  during  this  time,  been  treated 
with  domestic  remedies.  The  usual  treatment  proved  utterly 
useless  ;  the  disease  progressed  until  the  third  stage,  when  I 
proposed  and  performed  tracheotomy.  The  patient  appeared 
to  be  improving  for  the  first  twenty-four  hours  ;  after  that  the 
symptoms  became  more  aggravated,  and  on  the  third  day  after 
the  operation  the  patient  died. 

In  this  case,  the  false  membrane  had  also  been  fully  formed. 
I  removed  a  piece,  immediately  after  the  operation,  fully  two 
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inchea  long,  and  a  number  of  smaller  pieces  were  afterwards 
removed  which  were  found  flapping  in  the  wound  when  the 
tabe  was  taken  out  to  be  cleaned. 

Case  IIL  Some  four  years  ago,  while  in  the  State  of 
Miasissippiy  I  was  called  to  sec  a  mulatto  boj,  who,  while 
dungling  a  roof,  had  taken  a  fragment  of  a  nail  into  his  mouth, 
which,  while  he  was  speaking,  had  been  drawn  into  the  tra- 
chea. A  violent  suffocative  cough  immediately  followed,  in 
which  the  patient  imagined  that  the  nail  was  expelled.  On 
J^ng  the  patient  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  four  hours 
after  the  accident,  I  found  the  patient — a  slight  built,  delicate 
Bolatto,  aged  twenty  three — breathing  with  some  difficulty, 
a  hoarse  croupy  cough,  and  considerable  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  right  bronchus,  the  cough  generally  coming  on  in  parox- 
jWDB  of  considerable  violence.  Being  satisfied  that  the  for- 
eign body  was  still  there,  I  proposed  immediate  tracheotomy, 
wUch  was  however  deferred  until  the  following  morning, 
when  the  operation  was  performed  in  the  usual  manner,  with 
&B  assistance  of  my  late  friend,  Dr.  Irwin.  The  nail,  however, 
eoold  not  be  discovered.  The  wound  was  closed  and  shortly 
heeled.  A  few  days  after  symptoms  of  acute  bronchitis  set 
in,  which  however  were  soon  removed  by  a  strict  antiphlo- 
giatic  treatment.  The  patient  still  continued  to  linger,  and 
in  about  two  weeks  after  the  accident  had  occurred,  unmis- 
ukable  symptoms  of  acute  tuberculosis  manifested  themselves 
«ench  as  cough,  muco-purulent  expectoration,  dullness  of 
pcreossion,  deficiency  of  the  respiratory  murmer,  deep  seated 
pein  in  the  right  clavicular  region,  night  sweats,  etc.,  etc. 
Ihe  treatment,  of  course,  was  only  palliative. 

In  the  course  of  seven  weeks  the  patient  died.  A  post- 
■ortem  examination  was  held  five  hours  after  death,  by  my- 
•df  and  Dr.  Irwin.  On  opening  the  thorax  both  lungs  were 
fonnd  studded  with  tubercles ;  this  was  particularly  observed 
bk  the  right  lung,  in  which  several  cavities  existed.  Its  tex- 
tire  was  considerably  softened,  being  easily  broken  up  with 
die  finger.     In  the  superior  lobe  of  the  right  lung  there  ex- 

80 
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isted  an  abscess,  in  which  the  tipper  half  of  a  common  sized 
shingle  nail  greatly  oxydized,  was  found.  All  the  outer  or- 
gans presented  a  healthy  appearance,  excepting  the  intes- 
tinal canal,  in  which  some  aphtha  were  found. 

The  chief  point  of  interest  in  this  case,  is  the  locality  in 
which  the  nail  was  found.  I  think  it  probable  that  the  nail, 
soon  after  being  swallowed,  passed  into  the  right  bronchus 
until  its  further  progress  was  prevented  by  the  diminished  ca- 
liber of  the  tube — its  presence  here  inducing  an  inflammatory 
action,  terminating  in  ulceration,  allowing  it  to  enter  the  sub- 
stance  of  the  lung. 

Another  case  occurred  to  me  during  1854 ;  the  details  were 
similar  to  the  above  case.  The  patient  died  three  hours  after 
the  operation.  Tracheotomy,  in  croup,  is  generally  considered 
a  hopeless  expedient  to  save  patients  laboring  under  this 
fearful  disease.  Indeed  all  the  best  authorities  are  now 
agreed  upon  this  point.  Experience  has  proved  that  the  ope- 
ration has  failed  in  a  great  majority  of  cases.  But  neverdie- 
less,  tracheotomy  has,  in  many  cases  of  croup,  been  successful. 
If  only  one  out  of  twenty  can  be  saved,  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  withhold  from  the  patient  the  only  chance 
which  he  has,  to  be  taken,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  very  jaws  of 
death.  The  ill  success  of  the  operation,  in  general,  is  un- 
doubtedly caused  by  its  being  performed  too  late.  This  is 
shown  in  the  greater  success  attending  hospital  than  private 
practice.  In  the  former,  the  surgeon  is  less  interfered  with, 
and  can  choose  the  favorable  moment  better  than  in  the  latter. 
There  is  always  a  feeling  to  contend  with,  wbicli  is  connected 
with  a  surgical  operation  in  acute  diseases,  which  prevents  its 
being  proposed,  assented  to  or  performed,  unless  under  the 
most  desperate  circumstances,  and  after  every  other  expe- 
dient has  failed  ;  and  so  the  operation  is  performed  at  a  time 
when  the  patient  is  in  a  situation  the  most  unfavorable  for 
success.  Trousseau  saved  thirty  out  of  eighty  patients,  nearly 
one-half;  Bretonneau  six  out  of  eighteen ;  Petit  three  out  of 
six — and  many  others  in  similar  proportion. 
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Corresponhntt. 


BuRXET  House,  Aug.  4,  1856. 

Mr.  Editor  : — Since  the  appearance  of  the  last  number  of 
IIm  La&oety  yon  have  assisted  me  in  two  operations  which  for 
KTeral  reasons  are  worthy  of  record.  I  believe  with  Wise- 
Baa,  the  father  of  British  surgery,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
aargeon  to  publish  his  unsuccessful,  as  well  as  successful  cases. 
"  For  my  part,"  he  says  in  his  preface,  ^*I  have  done  it  faith- 
fUIy,  and  thought  it  no  disgrace  to  let  the  world  see  where  I 
&iled  of  success,"  which  failures,  he  adds,  ^'have  attended  all 
mj  brethren  as  well  as  myself,  and  will  attend  thee,  also, 
mder,  in  spite  of  all  thy  care  and  diligence,  if  thou  undertake 
the  employment."  The  date  of  this  preface  was  May,  1676 
{jriie,  Chirurgieal  J)reaiise9)y  and  after  briefly  detailing  the 
I  which  have  occurred  in  my  practice,  I  propose  to  deter- 
to  what  extent  the  predictions  of  the  "Pare  of  England" 
kave  been  verified,  as  regards  the  treatment  of  old  disloca- 
tmiB  of  the  shoulder. 

About  the  10th  ult.,  aided  by  yourself,  I  succeeded  in  redu- 
cmg  by  manipulation,  without  the  pulleys,  a  dislocation  into 
tt«  axilla  of  80  days'  standing.  The  reduction  was  accom- 
plished in  a  very  few  minutes,  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
I  «nd  ether,  and  the  next  morning  the  patient  left  for  the 
Btry,  in  a  comfortable  condition.  Since  that  I  have  received 
ao  tidings  from  him.  Encouraged  by  the  result  in  this  case, 
mother  patient,  himself  a  physician,  a  tall  athletic  man,  and 
aboat  50  years  of  age,  decided  to  submit  to  the  same  manipu- 
ktioo,  although  his  arm  had  been  dislocaied  for  about  sixteen 
weeks.  The  dislocation  was  downward  and  inward,  and  about 
ihe  10th  week  an  unsuccessful  attempt,  by  another  surgeon  had 
beem  made  with  the  pulleys,  to  which  the  force  of  six  men  was 
applied  far  two  and  a  half  hours.  The  patient  being  under  the 
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influence  of  chloroform  andether,  sided  bj  yourself,  Drs.  Fries, 
Gary,  Graham  and  Kaufman,  I  commenced  my  manipulations 
adducting,  rotating,  abducting,  and  elevating  the  arm.  These 
efforts  had  been  made  for  about  ten  minutes,  and  the  least 
possible  violence  employed,  when  a  tumefaction  appeared  in 
the  pectoral  region,  which  in  a  few  minutes  attained  consid- 
erable size.  Supposing  that  the  axillary  artery  was  mptnred, 
as  no  pulse  could  be  felt  at  the  wrist,  a  ligature  was  immedi* 
ately  applied  to  the  vessel  at  the  upper  part  of  its  course. 
The  operation  was  performed  about  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and 
compression  of  the  pectoral  region,  made  by  means  of  a  sponge 
and  broad  roller.  On  removing  this  the  next  morning,  the  tu- 
mefaction had  nearly  disappeared.  The  patient  continued  com* 
fortable  and  about  nine  days  after  the  application  of  the  ligature, 
I  was  compelled  to  leave  the  city  on  a  professional  visit  to  Indi- 
ana. I  left  on  Friday  afternoon  and  returned  on  Monday 
morning,  at  which  time  I  learned  that  my  patient  had  died  on 
Sunday  morning  from  hemorrhage  at  the  seat  of  ligature. 
Two  physicians,  his  most  intimate  friends,  lodged  in  the  same 
house  with  him,  but  before  they  reached  his  bedside  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  lost  was  so  great  that  he  sank  exhausted  in 
about  two  hours  from  the  first  and  onlt/  attack  of  hemorrhage. 
Previous  to  my  departure,  for  Indiana,  I  had  suggested  to  the 
physicians  in  charge  the  importance  of  having  compressed 
sponge  at  hand,  to  be  used  in  any  emergency  of  the  kind,  but 
this  was  not  used  by  the  attendant ;  instead  of  applying  pres- 
sure instantaneously,  he  went  in  search  of  the  physicians,  who 
at  that  early  hour  in  the  morning,  were  in  bed.  The  time 
thus  lost,  unquestionably  led  to  the  fatal  catastrophe. 

I  might  refer  you  to  numerous  instances  of  success  in 
the  reduction  of  old  dislocations — from  two  to  six  months' 
standing — which  have  occurred  since  the  days  of  Wiseman, 
but  I  propose  to  notice  only  the  accidents  by  which  some  of 
these  attempts  have  occasionally  been  followed.  One  of  the 
earliest  recorded,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  is  the  case 
reported  by  Desault,  in  the  Journal  de  Chirurg.^  t.  4,  p.  301. 
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Duriiig  the  efforts  of  this  surgeon  to  reduce  an  old  disloca* 
tion,  suddenly  a  considerable  ^'  tumeur  aerienne**  appeared 
below  the  clavicle,  which  Desault  attributed  to  the  ^^degage^ 
Mealde  fair  anuuseentreleseeUules  romptics  du  tisBU  cellu- 
Imre!  "  In  a  few  days  this  tumor  entirely  subsided,  under 
the  influence  of  ^^ottringeM  et  une  compreuion  methodiqusJ* 
Whether  it  was  the  result  of  a  disengagement  of  air  from  the 
keerated  cells  of  the  cellular  membrane,  as  supposed  by 
Desault,  or  of  a  rupture  of  blood  vessels,  we  leave  the  reader 
to  determine. 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  Desault  should  have  met  with 
two  cases  of  this  extraordinary  phenomenon.  Felletan's  ex- 
planation, in  our  opinion,  throws  some  light  on  this  subject. 
In  an  attempt  to  reduce  a  luxation  of  four  months  standing; 
Ae  same  kind  of  ^^  iumeur  aertenne^'  appeared.  It  was  open- 
ed, and  the  hemorrhage  from  the  torn  artery  was  fatal  {Clin. 
Ckbmrg^j  t,  ii.,  p.  95.) 

Malgaigne  states  that  he  is  acquainted  but  with  a  single 
BStance  of  an  ^'emphyseme  veritable"  following  a  reduction, 
and  that  is  the  one  reported  by  Flaubert,  in  his  Mem.  9ur.plu9 
mmde  luxoiion$danB  leiquds  Us  efforts  pour  la  reducHan  ani 
eie  ndvie  JCaeddenU  graves;  which  appeared  in  the  Reper* 
Uire  cT  anat^  ei  de  pAys.,  1827.  The  patient,  a  female,  act 
70,  screamed  violently  during  the  operation,  and  Malgaigne  is 
disposed  to  believe  that  the  emphysema  was  independent  of 
the  luxation,  or  the  reduction,  {Fraiie  des  Tract,  el  des  Lux^ 
efiiMW,  tom.  ii.,  p.  147.) 

Malgaigne,  himself,  attempted  reduction  in  a  case  of  sixty- 
eight  days'  standing,  but  was  forced  to  discontinue  his  efforts 
■  eonsequence  of  the  sudden  appearance  of  a  tumefaction  in 
Ae  axiDs,  end  on  the  shoulder.  Ice  was  applied  and  in  the 
eoarse  of  a  few  hours  the  swelling  was  arrested,  and  by  the 
twenty-second  day,  the  blood,  which  he  thinks  came  from  rup- 
tned  muscular  branches,  was  completely  absorbed,  {op.  ceL 
P«ge  150.) 

A  case   occurred  to  Flaubert,  in  which,  besides  the  tume- 
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faction,  the  pidse  oonld  not  be  felt  At  the  wrists  The  hand  was 
oold,  insensible  and  immoyable.  The  next  day,  howeyer,  the 
pulse  returned  to  the  irrist,  and  in  tlie  coune  of  twenty-eix 
days  the  effased  blood  was  absorbed.  Froriep  lost  a  patient 
from  a  rapture  of  the  axillary  vein,  which  proved  fatal  in  aa 
hour  and  a  half  after  the  operation.  (Op.  cit  p.  161.)  The 
reader  may  find,  in  the  comprehensive  treatise  of  MalgaigiM, 
details  of  cases  in  irhich  the  axillary  artery  iras  ruptured.  We 
pass  over  those  observed  by  Yerdue,  Petit,  Platmer,  Delpeeh, 
and  that  referred  to  by  Sir  Charles  Bell,  in  his  Operative  Snr* 
gery.  The  late  Dr.  John  0.  Warren  tied  the  subclavian  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  an  enormous  aneurismal  tumor  in  the 
axilla,  the  result  of  the  reduction  of  a  recent  dislocation,  and 
of  supposed  pressure  of  the  operator's  boot.  In  this  instance 
die  coats  of  the  artery  were  so  contused  that  sloughing  took 
place  during  a  fit  of  coughing,  five  days  after  the  accident— 
{Amer.  Jour.  Med.  Sciences,  vol.  xi,  N.  S.,  1846.)  In  1824^ 
M.  Loudet  lost  a  patient  at  the  hospital  in  Boumi.  The  dislo- 
cation was  of  only  eleven  days  standing,  and  was  complicated 
with  a  fracture  of  the  margin  of  the  glenoid  cavity,  as  in  the 
two  fatal  cases  which  occured  in  the  practice  of  Prof.  Gibson 
of  Philadelphia.  The  latter  cases  are  too  familiar  to  every 
durgical  student  to  require  particular  mention  in  this  place. 
Prof.  Gibson,  in  connection  with  the  report  of  the  above  cases, 
gives  briefly  the  details  of  a  fatal  operation  by  David,  of  Ron- 
en.  The  luxation  had  existed  several  months,  and  great  force 
was  employed  in  the  reduction.  This  resulted  in  an  inflam- 
mation, mortification  and  death.  Some  years  since,  Lisfranc 
attempted  the  reduction  in  a  case  of  four  months  standing. 
Ho  succeeded  ;  but  on  visiting  the  patient  an  hour  afterwards 
he  was  found  dead.  His  death  was  attributed  to  cerebral 
congestion,  as  the  antopsy  showed  the  axillary  artery,  veins 
and  nerves  uninjured — (Yid.  BvLde  la  Soc.  de  Chirurg  dePa* 
ris^  Tom.  Prem.,  p.  718.)  In  the  same  volume  M.  M.  Lenoir 
and  Larrey,  refer  to  cases  in  which  they  had  met  with  lesion  of 
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the  braduAl  plezua,  giving  riae  to  paraljais,  and  yet  these 
were  recent  caaee,  and  the  reduction  was  moat  readily  accom- 
plished. But  I  will  not  multiply  caaea  of  thia  kind;  thoae  al- 
iMdy  related  will  doubtleaa  auffice,  in  the  minds  of  many,  to 
answer  the  question — ^At  what  period  of  time  after  a  dialooa- 
tkm  of  the  ahoulder,  ia  an  attempt  at  reduction  juatifiable  ? 
When  Prof.  Gibson  lost  his  first  patient,  he  wrote  that  ^^  should 
a  case,  similar  in  external  appearance  to  that  of  Jamea  Sco- 
field  again  occur,  I  shall  feel  jnatified  in  adopting  a  similar 
eoarse."— (GWson's  Surgery^  vol.  1,  p.  884,  5th  ed.)  When 
he  had  lost  his  second  patient  (John  Langton,)  he  expreaaed 
his  views  as  follows,  '^  The  concluaiona  which  I  am  now  pre- 
pared to  draw,  are  directly  the  reverae  of  what  I  have  stated 
in  some  of  the  foregoing  pages ;  I  am  now  disposed  to  con- 
demn, in  the  most  unqualified  terma,  all  attempts  at  restora- 
tion of  ancieni  luxations  of  the  humerus  and  other  bonea— ex- 
cept in  caaea  where  the  patient  ia  remarkably  thin  and  debili- 
tated, and  where  there  haa  been  little  or  no  inflammation  at 
the  time  or  subsequent  to  the  displacement/'-^ C{p.  CVi.,  p. 
S51.)  At  a  meeting  of  the  Socieie  de  Chirurgie  of  Paris, 
Joly  S,  1850,  M.  Maiaonneuve  reported  a  case  in  which,  after 
M.  Ydpeau  had  iailed,  he  succeeded  in  reducing  a  luxation  of 
die  shoulder  of  12  weeks  standing,  and  elated  with  this  tri- 
■mph  over  the  veteran  of  La  Gharite,  he  asserts  that  he  is 
Mtisfied  there  are  but  few  cases  in  which,  with  the  aid  of  chlo- 
roform, we  may  not  succeed.  *^  Quelles  re»i$tance$  y  a-t-U  a 
wminere  tet,  sn  effei  ?"  He  asks,  <^  11  n'jf  a  presque  pas  d'en- 
grtnage;  le$  mu»de$  iont  neutraliseM  par  le  eUaroforme ;  il  ne 
wmU  done  qus  des  adhereneei  fibrtmes  :  Van  pourra  presque 
Jb^/sKTi  le$  wmonisr  2es  roiitpre."—{J3ii2.  de  Sog.  de  Chir. 
t  L  p.  716.)  But  these  fibrous  adhesions  are  not  the  only  ob- 
stacles to  overcome,  where  the  tissues  surrounding  the  head 
ef  the  bone  have  become  consolidated  by  inflammation,  the 
axillary  vessels  and  nerves  must  be  in  danger  of  laceradon. 
Perhaps,  however,  as  M.  Maiaonneuve  suggeats,  this  accident 
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may  be  avoided  by  *^  exteTmam  preparaMrf$j*'  as  in  die  at- 
tempts to  restore  contracted  limbs  to  their  natural  shape. 

There  are  many  other  points  of  practical  importance  oon- 
nected  with  this  subject,  but  the  consideration  of  these  I  must 
defer  for  the  present.  Hoping  to  resume  the  topic  in  yo«r 
next  number,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully  yours, 

Obo.  0.  Blackmah. 


^rocetbings  af  S^tnitiin. 


MUUarj/j    Medical  and  Swrgieal  Socidy  of  London,  held 
March  18, 1856— Sir  John  Hall,  K.  0.  B.,  IVesident. 

(OoBuniBiakad  Iqr  flie  Hon.  Stmtorj.) 

Present^— 48  English,  8  French  and  2  Sardinians. 

The  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  having  been  read, 
Dr.  Sclaveroni,  of  the  Sardinian  army,  then  read  the  following 
paper  on  "  The  Diseases  of  the  Sardinian  Troops  in  the  Cri- 
mea." The  author  apoligised  for  addressing  the  meeting  in 
English,  which,  he  said,  was  not  very  correct  with  him,  and 
said  he  knew  well  that  an  idea  might  be  changed  in  its  mean- 
ing when  expressed  in  a  language  we  do  not  properly  know ; 
and  he  felt  flattered  in  having  been  received  as  a  member  of  this 
society.  He  then  continued : — "  From  my  youth  I  loved  the 
English  language;  and  why? — ^because  I  loved  instinctively 
the  people  who  spoke  it,  and  I  must  gladly  confess  that  I  was 
not  disappointed  in  my  affections.  It  is  enough  to  converse  a 
little  with  you  to  be  at  a  loss  to  guess  whether  the  endowments 
of  the  heart  are  greater  than  those  of  the  mind,  and  to  know 
that  you  belong  to  a  country  of  freedom,  learning  and  progress. 
All  the  medical  men  of  my  acquaintance  who  have  taken  part 
in  the  Crimean  expedition  were  astonished  at  the  character 
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sadgeniiB  of  the  diseases  they  had  to  attend  to  :  their  progress, 
causes,  results  and  pathological  alterations  put  them  almost  in 
dovbt  if  pathology  had  here  observed  the  same  principles  as 
those  learnt  by  them  in  the  schools.  Medical  officers  felt  almost 
IB  impoasibilitj  of  deciding  if  the  nature  and  character  of  the  ob- 
served diseases  could  agree  with  the  pathological  laws  sanc- 
tioned by  long  experience.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that, 
by  observing  the  symptoms  which  a  peculiar  disease  affords 
■a,  we  may,  to  some  extent,  account  for  the  variety,  progress 
asd  characters  it  presents,  if  our  attention  could  be  chiefly 
directed  to  the  general  conditions  of  climate  and  temperature 
of  a  country,  its  geological  peculiarities,  and  the  moral  and 
physical  state  of  the  natives.  Now,  what  is  the  character,  what 
tk  action,  what  the  effects  of  these  general  conditions,  in  re- 
ference to  the  climate,  and  moral  and  physical  state  of  our 
■en  f  What  general  system  of  our  body,  what  organs  and 
apparatus  are  more  liable  to  their  action  and  nervous  influ- 
ence T  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  it  is  the  nervous  system 
of  organic  life  ;  secondly,  the  very  organic  functions  them- 
selves were  deranged,  hardly  without  exception.  Indeed,  is 
■ot  high  temperature,  and  its  sudden  change  from  a  tropical 
keat  to  a  north  and  chilly  one,  such  as  we  have  to  undergo  in 
the  Crimea,  a  debilitating  agent  of  the  nervous  system  ?  Let 
ss  call  in  question  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  East ;  observe 
their  customs,  life  and  passions,  and  we  shall  be  led  to  the 
eoDclnsion  that  they  are  under  the  action  of  a  power  enervate 
ing  their  moral  and  physical  constitution.  It  is  not  enough  to 
ribe  the  decline  and  fall  of  this  people  to  their  imperfect 
and  to  the  fanaticism  of  their  religion.  Laws  and  reli- 
are  always  produced  by  the  cosmotelluric  conditions  of 
the  country  in  which  they  are  made,  to  be  then  sanctioned  by 
m  long  influence  of  a  nature  peculiar  to  every  people.  The 
Aminacy  of  Eastern  nations  is  a  proverb.  The  men  may  be 
eoBipared  to  our  women ;  and  how  can  we  account  for  the  in- 
diiiBrence,  apathy,  and  want  of  all  social  and  commercial  in- 
dsatry  and  manly  endeavor  at  improvement  ?  How  can  we  ex- 
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plain  Mahometan  {atalism  without  having  recofiine  to  the  in- 
fluenoe  of  climate,  temperature  and  geographical  condition? 
The  Mahometan  nation  has  certainly  had  ita  pride  and  glory 
in  warlike  deeds ;  she  was  a  conqueror,  but  that  only  happen- 
ed when  she  contended  with  nations  more  effeminate  than  her- 
self. I  am  of  opinion  that  cosmotellurio  and  geographical 
conditions  of  Eastern  countries  are  the  very  causes  enervating 
bodies,  and  especially  the  nervous  system.  Now,  if  we  con- 
sider the  present  case,  in  which  men  endowed  with  different 
constitutions  and  nervous  sensibility,  born  and  living  in  a  very 
different  climate,  temperature  and  atmosphere,  and  dying  sud- 
denly in  this  country,  we  shall  be  able  to  estimate  the  noxious 
impressions  which  their  organic  constitutions  had  to  bear- 
Next  to  that,  are  not  the  moral  affections,  joy,  hope,  fear,  me- 
mory of  one's  country,  feelings  acting  in  a  debilitating  w»y 
upon  the  nervous  system,  so  rightly  called  the  emperor  and 
supreme  ruler  of  life  7  Besides  aridity  and  barrenness  of  soil, 
want  of  cultivation  and  of  vegetation  so  necessary  to  supply 
our  bodies  and  vitalize  them  with  oxygen,  will  they  not  exer- 
cise a  noxious  influence  upon  assimilation  ?  A  blood  wanting 
in  oxygen,  an  imperfect  vital  combustion,  will  these  be  a  con- 
venient and  physiological  stimulus  to  our  muscular  organs  ? 
A  generally  poor  nutrition  must  affect,  in  the  greatest  degree, 
the  organic  constitution  of  the  vegetative  nervous  system,  and 
make  it  more  liable  to  the  action  of  the  aforesaid  debilitating 
causes.  And  it  explains  also,  I  believe,  the  impossibility 
which  the  nervous  system  is  under  of  dealing  successfully  with 
the  noxious  impressions  received,  and  of  calling  forth  those 
beneficial  reactions  always  to  be  observed  when  the  nervous 
system  is  sound  and  in  a  perfect  physiological  condition  ;  and 
therefore  we  observe  why  common  morbific  causes  acting  in 
this  country  are  modified  by  the  general  ones  acting  especially 
upon  the  vegetative  nervous  system  ;  and  diseases  called  forth 
are  so  changing,  and  the  way  in  which  organs  express,  as  it 
were,  that  they  are  suffering,  afford  less  analogy  with  common 
and  daily  symptomatology.     A  correct  observation  can  only, 
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m  this  case,  explain  what  pathology  cannot  account  for.  Next 
to  the  nervous  system,  the  organs  more  obviously  acted  on 
were  the  digestive  and  gastro-bilious  apparatus  ;  they  seemed 
exclusively  charged  with  pathological  performances,  and  to 
them  ran  all  morbific  tendencies ;  and,  if  some  exception  must 
be  made,  it  is  for  the  breathing  organs,  which  only  for  the 
■cason  were  more  liable  to  be  impaired.  But  did  the  sufferings 
of  the  digestive  and  respiratory  organs  ever  pursue  an  ordinary 
progress,  or  result  in  pathological  changes  elsewhere  observ- 
ed ?  Certainly  not.  A  general  and  permanent  feebleness,  a 
want  of  all  beneficial  reaction,  of  any  efforts  of  the  healing 
powers  of  nature,  were  observed  by  all  professional  men ;  and 
if  we  cannot  deny  that  the  pathological  genius  of  local  diseases 
was  essentially  phlogistical,  we  mus:;  confess,  also,  that  this 
condition  can  be  compared,  as  Dr.  Gaubius  has  suggested,  to 
a  volcanic  island  in  a  sea  of  ice.  No  wonder,  then,  if  common 
remedies  and  ordinary  treatment  proved  unsuccessful,  while 
their  insufficiency  accounts  for  the  losses  we  had  to  sustain. 
Without  mending  the  general  state  of  debility,  without  curing 
pathological  conditions  of  the  nervous  system,  no  perfect  re- 
covery was  to  be  hoped  for.  More  than  an  active  and  rational 
medicine  was  migration  from  this  land  to  one's  native  coun- 
try ;  for  we  found  that  the  most  reluctant  internal  diseases, 
the  most  obstinate  external  injuries,  healed  after  migration  : 
aiftd  how  can  we  account  for  such  a  result  without  referring  it 
to  a  healthy  modification  of  the  nervous  system,  which  enabled 
it  to  react  upon  the  local  affection  ?  In  spite  of  all  medical 
attention  and  the  best  treatment,  I  observed  some  loca!  dis- 
eases proceeding  and  proving  fatal.  But  the  strongest  argu- 
ment for  the  necessity  of  changing  our  previous  therapeutic 
views  was  as  regards  bleeding.  The  Sardinian  physicians,  and 
gsnerally  all  Italian  doctors,  have  been  too  often,  and  fre- 
quently rightly,  charged  with  the  indiscriminate  adoption  of 
bleeding;  but  now  they  abstain  almost  entirely  from  the  prac- 
tice. Those  who  justify  their  employment  of  bleeding  by  the 
argument  that  men  coming  under  their  care  are  almost  always 
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under  the  dominion  of  the  Bangaineons  temperament  and  pie* 
thora,  men  in  whom  inflammation  proves  destmctive  with  an 
extreme  rapidity,  say,  that  general  depletion  mnst  be  employed 
with  the  greatest  parsimony  and  prudence— as  if  an  abode  in 
this  country  had  changed  their  temperament  and  condition  en* 
tirely.  Now,  strange  to  say,  the  more  important  operatiooa 
of  surgery  were  not  followed  by  those  violent  and  dangenrat 
reactions  daily  observed  in  our  country.  However,  the  dis- 
eases of  a  phlogistic  nature  which  we  observed  in  the  Crimea^ 
did  not  present  symptoms  proportionate  to  their  gravity,  yet 
they  advanced  with  a  severity  only  equal  to  their  treachery  ; 
and  post-mortem  examinations  revealed  organic  alterations 
which  we  had  not  foreseen  and  could  scarcely  have  supposed. 
Pneumonia,  bronchitis,  pleuritis — ^the  fevers  which  displayed 
themselves  in  the  Crimea  rather  with  the  character  of  typhus 
fever,  and  synochus  with  diarrhoea,  ran  on  to  their  fatal  results 
without  affording  static  nnd  rational  symptoms  peculiar  to 
them.  Very  frequently  we  observed  pneumonia  without  its 
peculiar  heavy  and  piercing  pain,  without  the  impossibility  of 
lying  on  the  opposite  side.  In  some  cases  crepitation  was 
very  feeble,  and  not  accompanied  with  sangaineous  expectora- 
tion. The  pulse  would  be  small  and  weak ;  slow  instead  of 
frequent ;  hard  and  resisting — wanting,  in  a  word,  all  sphyg- 
mioal  characters  of  parenchymateous  inflammation.  But  this 
pneumonia,  which  displayed  many  more  symptoms  of  indura- 
tion, or  some  other  results  of  antecedent  inflammation  than  a 
present  violent  one,  made  progress  and  became  fatal,  and  post- 
mortem examination  displayed  what  could  hardly  have  been 
expected.  A  private  soldier  of  my  regiment,  who  had  never 
been  in  hospital  before,  was  admitted  on  the  14th  of  last  June, 
having  apparently  but  a  trifling  bronchitis,  and  rather  symp- 
toms of  congestion  of  the  lungs  than  of  inflammation  ;  a  gen- 
eral feebleness  was  observed,  and  he  died  on  the  eighth  day 
after  admission.  Post-mortem  examination  displayed  a  com- 
plete disorganization  of  both  lungs,  while  both  pleural  cavities 
were  full  of  a  dense  tubercular  and  suppurating  material,  and 
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the  Inngs  were  reduced  to  a  third  part  of  their  volume.  Now, 
how  can  we  account  for  the  absence  of  all  diagnostical  pheno- 
nena  in  a  disease  like  pneumouia,  without  admitting  a  state  of 
weakness  of  the  nervous  system  which  kept  the  others  in  a 
nbdaed  form  ?  And  if  it  is  so  with  inflammation  of  the 
breathing  organs,  may  we  not  suppose  that  the  same  patholo- 
gical iacts  occur  in  the  gastro-bilious  apparatus  ?  We  see  men 
dying  daily  in  hospitals,  whose  constitutions,  impaired  and 
weakened,  no  rational  treatment  could  improve.  In  these 
eases,  post-mortem  examinations  revealed  a  pulpy  state  of  the 
nneoDS  membrane,  ulcerated,  and  very  often  perforated ;  in 
a  word,  disorganisation  advanced  without  any  symptoms  which 
eovld  make  us  aware  of  its  progress.  Let  the  nervous  system 
he  prevented  from  acting,  and  we  shall  in  vain  inquire  for  the 
ezistenee  of  commoti  phenomena,  by  which  any  disease  is  dis- 
eovered.  Non-professional  men  often  charge  us  with  inability 
■ad  carelessness ;  but  to  proclaim  the  injustice  of  their  char- 
ges, we  need  only  put  their  ignorance  in  comparison  with  the 
diffcnlty  of  the  profession,  which  they  abuse  and  do  not  un- 
nderstand.  Instead  of  receiving  sympathy,  medical  men 
were  reproached  for  not  being  able  to  perform  impossibilities ; 
aad  this  has  always  been  the  inheritance  of  the  devotion  and 
sacrifices  of  Medical  Officers.  War  is  certainly  a  great 
edamity ;  but  is  it  in  our  power  to  prevent  it,  or  remove  all 
the  fatal  consequences  which  necessarily  follow  it  ?  We  know 
br  better  than  those  who  criticise  our  acts  at  home,  that  our 
^here  of  action  is  often  very  small,  and  such  as  circumstances 
sad  events  produce.  Our  hospitals  were  not  in  want  of  any 
essential,  bat  were  far  removed,  however,  from  English  luxury; 
aad  here  I  must  truly  confess  that,  in  the  visits  which  I  made 
to  your  regimental  and  general  hospitals,  I  was  astonished  at 
their  cleanliness  and  abundance  of  all  provisions  and  appara- 
tas  for  the  sick  and  wounded.  In  our  army,  all  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  chief  medical  officer  were  carried  into  effect,  and 
sick  leave  for  men  and  officers  to  Constantinople  or  Piedmont 
was  readily  granted.      Our  losses  from  deaths  in  the  Crimea 


480  Proceedings  of  SoeUHes. 

by  disease,  have  only  reached  8  per  cent.,  not  reckoning  those 
from  cholera.      Our  practice,  with  very  few  exceptions,  has 
been  guided  by  the  same  doctrines  which  I  have  heard  ex- 
pressed by  the  members  of  this  society ;  there  was,  however, 
some  modification  in  the  treatment  demanded,  more  by  the 
difference  of  temperament,  constitution  and  special  idiosyn- 
cracies  of  our  men  than  by  any  peculiarities  in  the  diseases* 
General  depletion,  however,  when  applied  with  the  greatest 
parsimony,  was  not  discontinued  for  intermittent  fever,  and 
especially  in  the  hot  stage,  when  accelerated   action  of  the 
pulse  and  congestion  threatened  the  organic  constitution  of 
some  noble  viscus ;  but  woe  to  those  who  hesitated  and  did 
not  speedily  have  recourse  to  quinine.  The  same  circumstance 
occurred  in  the  phlogistic  affections  of  the  breathing  organs. 
The  necessity  for  bleeding  was  closely  followed  by  an  oppo- 
site state  of  prostration  and  want  of  nutrition,  with  sudden 
emaciation.      The  nervous  system  being  weakened  was  not 
able  to  induce  a  propitious  reaction,  and  required  all  medical 
care  and  attention.     Yet,  asthenic  and  debilitating  treatment, 
required  by  the  local  pathological  conditions,  would  not  suc- 
ceed in  the  general  state  of  the  patients,  whereas  a  tonic  and 
stimulant  one  could  not  do  better.  We  had  to  sail,  as  it  were, 
between  Scylla  and  Charybdis.     A  tonic  treatment,  however, 
deserved  certainly  the  preference  ;  it  was,  however,  often  ne- 
cessary to  lessen  or  modify  the  local  action  of  a  tonic,  espe- 
cially when  we  had  to  deal  with  gastro-bilious  irritation,  and 
more  pure  and  active  tonics  could  be  administered ;  and  I  em- 
ployed, with  the  greatest  success,  in  such  cases,  the  infusion  of 
Peruvian  bark.      Diet,  also,  required  the  greatest  attention, 
and  the  most  trifling  excess  was  always  lollowed  by  a  relapse. 
Among  the  many  remedies  which  proved  very  beneficial  in 
such  cases,  in  our  hands,  I  must  mention  the  light  infusion  of 
ipecacuanha,  prepared  in  the  proportion  of  1 J  grammes  in  250 
gramuies  of  water,  of  which  a  table-spoon  full  was  administered 
every  hour  until  the  sensation  of  oppression  about  the  chest  is 
relieved.    I  have  heard  much  of  the  advantages  derived  from 
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the  exhibition  of  calomel;  but  it  is  strange  to  observe  the  in- 
tolerance and  idiosyncracy  which  our  soldiers,  and,  generally 
all  onr  conntrymcn  present  to  its  action  ;  except  in  childhood, 
we  are  obliged  to  be  very  cautious  in  its  use.     The  violent  in- 
testinal pains,  phlogistic  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
and   obstinate  diarrhoea  which  resulted  from  its  employment, 
even  when  given   in  almost  homoepathic  doses,  prevented  us 
from  persisting  in  its  use  ;  and  I  observed  the  same  fact  in  the 
Crimea  with  reference  to   all  mercurial  preparations.     It  is 
certainly  to  be  deplored  that  calomel  cannot  bo  of  the  great 
nse  with  ns  as  I  have  heard  it  described  in  the  hands  of  differ- 
ent members,  rnore  particularly  in  typhus  fever  and  all  gas- 
tro-bilious  complaints.       These  cases  did  better  with  us  with 
die  nse  of  lemonade,  vegetable  and  mineral  acids,  liglit  infu- 
sions of  Peruvian  bark,  and  ipecacuanha,  with  antispasmodics 
in  theserious  period  of  the  diseases ;  but  it  was  always  neces- 
WBXj  to  lessen  or  modify  the  irritating  action  of  ipecacuanha 
by  the  addition  of  syrups  and  gum-arabic.  Calomel  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage,  if  the  idiosyncrasies  of 
our  men  did  not  prevent  its  use.      The  last  remark  I  have  to 
make  was  afforded  by  cholera,  and  in  mentioning  it  I  beg  to 
observe,  that  my  opinion  is  not  yet  steadily  formed.     I  would 
ask,  does  not  cholera  afford  us  a  striking  resemblance  to  a  fit 
of  intermittent  fever  ?     Does  not  the  latter  simulate  a  poison- 
ing?— and  certainly  we  cannot  better  compare  the  symptoma- 
tology of  both  diseases  than  to  a  species  of  poisonin^^  of  the 
•TStem.  Now,  a  striking  fact  adds  a  great  weight  to  the  anal- 
ogy, which  is  that  in   the  Crimea,  and  with  the  Sardinian 
troops,   the  accession  of  cholera  was  always  preceded  by  in- 
termittent fevers,  and  also  followed  by  the  same  disease.     What 
else  can  this  pathological  succession  prove  than  that  the  dis- 
eases have   something  common  both  in  causes  and  effects  ? 
Towards  the  end  of  last  August  cholera  decreased,  and  at  last 
ceased— only,  however,  to  fill  our  hospitals  with  intermittent 
fevers;  and  yet  more  worthy  of  our  consideration  is  the  fact, 
tkat  the  invasion  of  the  cold  stage  afforded  all  the  symptoms 
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of  cholera,  and  that  many  cases  of  cholera  relapsed  into  inter- 
mittent fever.  I  need  not  say,  that  in  all  such  cases,  large 
doses  of  quinine  proved  very  successful.  I  now  come  to  the 
end  of  my  discourse,  by  paying  a  homage  to  the  great  truth, 
already  proclaimed  by  the  Father  of  Medicine,  that  if  Therft- 
pia  must  be  various  according  to  the  climate  we  inhabit,  only 
a  diligent  perusal  and  acquaintance  with  all  general  condi- 
tions, topographical  and  hygienic,  of  a  country,  can  lead  to  % 
proper  and  convenient  treatment  of  diseases  produced  by  their 
noxious  action.  If  a  medical  officer  migrates  from  his  own 
country,  and  means  to  treat  diseases  in  the  same  manner  as  at 
home,  refusing  to  admit  a  different  mode  of  treatment  from 
the  general  causes  peculiar  to  a  country,  he  will  ultimately 
be  compelled  to  acknowledge  many  deceptions  in  the  phases 
of  disease,  and  his  own  error.'* 

The  author  then  paid  a  graceful  compliment  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  other  medical  officers  of  the  British  army,  who 
had  lately  received  the  honorable  distinctions  of  K.C.B.  and 
O.B. ;  remarking,  in  conclusion,  that  medicine  being  a  uni- 
versal profession,  every  honor  she  receives  in  the  persons  who 
embrace  her,  should  be  considered  as  extending  to  all. 

[The  style  of  some  portions  of  Dr.  Sclaveroni's  paper  is  ra- 
ther obscure,  owing  to  the  fact  of  its  being  delivered  in  a  lan- 
guage not  perfectly  understood  by  the  author,  but  it  contains 
so  many  valuable  suggestions  that  we  have  thought  it  proper 
to  publish  it  as  it  has  been  sent  to  us,  with  such  alterations  as 
we  have  been  enabled  to  make  without  corresponding  with  Dr. 
Sclaveroni,  who  is  still  in  the  Crimea. — ^Ed.  Medical  Times 
and  Gazette,'] 

Sir  John  Hall  thanked  Dr.  Sclaveroni,  in  the  name  of  the 
Society,  for  his  valuable  paper,  which  they  had  all  listened  to 
with  so  much  advantage,  and  individually  for  the  complimen- 
tary manner  in  which  he  had  alluded  to  himself  and  other 
medical  officers  of  the  army. 

Dr.  Thornton,  9  th  regiment,  was  of  opinion  that  a  bright 
era  dawned  upon  the  society  when  the  medical  officers  of  the 
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Fitnch  and  Sardinian  armies  came  forward,  not  only  to  take 
i  prominent  part  in  our  discussions,  but  to  give  us  the  benefit 
rfa  Yaluable  paper  such  as  we  had  just  now  heard*  Such  an 
interchange  of  thought  and  practice  must  ensue  as  would  re- 
lotnd  to  the  good  of  all.  He  believed,  as  a  corroboration  of 
the  Tiews  expressed  by  the  author,  that  many  of  the  cases 
edled  cholera,  last  winter,  were  allied  in  their  nature  to  inter- 
wttent  fever  ;  he  also  quite  agreed  with  the  notion  that  sol- 
diers in  this  climate  will  not  bear  with  impunity  general  de- 
pletion ;  and  also  in  the  efiicacy  of  the  quinine  treatment. 

Dr.  Blenkins,  Chrenadier  Guards,  considered  Dr.  Sclavero- 
■Ts  paper  most  interesting,  as  displaying  theefiects  of  climate 
on  the  Sardinian  troops,  and  he  could  decidedly  corroborate 
the  opinions  expressed,  that  bleeding  could  not  be  adopted  in 
Ae  great  majority  of  the  diseases  which  had  occurred  here. 
He  thought  that  we  ought  to  congratulate  Dr.  Sclaveroni  for 
having  made  his  paper  so  intelligible  to  us  in  the  English  lan- 
giage,  and  we  ought  to  be  so  far  satisfied  in  the  present  suc- 
cess of  this  society,  that  it  has  embraced  the  union  of  the 
■edical  officers  of  the  allied  armies,  and  the  result  of  these 
mited  deliberations  cannot  fail  to  be  valuable.  It  was  an  in- 
teresting fact  to  have  had  established  how  little  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  Picdmontese  tolerated  the  action  of  mercury, 
whereas  that  remedy  was  almost  our  sheet-anchor  in  inflam- 
■atory  aifectiona  ;  andif  deprived  of  its  use  in  these  diseascSi 
ve  should  lose  our  most  valuable  aid,  particularly  when  existing 
fnnptoms  prevented  the  possibility  of  general  depletion. 

Dt.  De  Chanmont,  Rifle  Brigade,  thought  that  a  remarkable 
Cference  exists  between  the  types  of  disease  existing  in  the 
Sardinian  States  and  Great  Britain ;  he  believes,  however, 
that  we  are  liable  to  meet  with  precisely  the  same  species  of 
■sthenic  diseases  in  England  as  we  have  done  in  the  Crimea, 
ad  in  proof  of  such  an  assertion,  ho  would  allude  to  the  pe- 
caliar  masked  form  of  pneumonia,  previously  discussed  here. 
Dr.  Alison  had  shown  that  the  type  of  diseases  had  completely 
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ehanged  during  the  last  thirty  years,  and  he  (Dr.  Chaumont,) 
believed,  with  the  author  of  the  paper,  that,  during  an  epide^- 
ttie  of  oholera  or  intermittent  fever,  the  types  of  the  diseases 
are  similar. 

Dr.  Sclaveroni  had  seen  the  same  masked  forms  of  pnemno- 
nia  in  Piedmont  as  in  the  Crimea,  especially  at  particular  pe- 
riods, when  a  peculiar  morbific  constitution  of  the  atmosphere 
was  general.  In  the  Sardinian  army  the  use  ef  calomel  was 
always  attended  with  disagreeable,  and  sometimes  with  dan- 
gerous results.  He  then  alluded  to  the  case  of  an  officer,  who, 
during  the  past  summer,  insisted  on  taking  two  grains  of  that 
drug.  Violent  diarrhoea,  resulting  in  cholera,  ensued,  and  he 
died  on  the  same  night 

Dr.  Hume  also  wished  to  thank  the  author  of  the  paper,  and 
considered  that  the  observations  expressed  bore  the  stamp  of 
originality  and  of  a  reflective  mind.  He  had  also  observed  a 
great  tendency  to  intermittence  in  all  diseases,  and  could  quite 
corroborate  the  views  expressed  by  the  author,  respecting  the 
impossibility  of  using  the  lancet. 

Sir  John  Hall  drew  the  attention  of  members  to  the  great 
advantage  oflen  to  be  derived  from  local  depletion,  in  those  af- 
fections of  the  internal  organs  for  which  general  depletion  was 
formerly  employed. 

Dr.  Crawford,  18th  regiment,  was  glad  to  find  in  Dr.  Scla- 
veroni so  admirable  an  exponentof  the  doctrines  of  ^^  Humoral 
Pathology,"  and  considered  that  we  must  join  in  the  views 
expressed  respecting  the  non-employment  of  general  depletion. 
He  (Dr.  Crawford,)  had  certainly  a  case  of  lancets,  but  it  had 
long  since  ceased  to  be  of  use  to  him  in  practice.  He  could 
not  quite  agree  with  the  author  of  the  paper  in  his  condem- 
nation of  calomel,  when  given  in  those  constitutions  and  dis- 
eases adapted  for  its  use.  It  relieved  the  chylopoietic  viscera, 
which  were  generally  most  at  fault  in  diseases  of  the 
Crimea. 

Dr.  Menxies,  stafi'-surgeon,  considered  that  the  paper  read 
had  but  one  fault  in  it,  which  was,  that  being  so  perfect  and 
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iplete,  bat  little  opportunity  was  left  for  the  possibility  of 
■ay  remarks  on  the  subject  treated  on.  He  could  speak  most 
UgUy  of  the  Crimean  climate  ;  the  native  Tatars  appear  very 
kealthy  at  Kamara,  where  he  is  stationed,  and  thought  that 
ve  arriTe  too  rapidly  at  conclusions,  when  we  attribute  the 
Msoont  of  disease  which  formerly  occurred  in  this  army  to 
the  eflfects  of  any  peculiarity  in  the  climate,  and  that  we  do 
mot  make  sufficient  allowances  for  the  particlar  conditions  un- 
der which  the  men  were  then  living.  Ho  thought  that  calo- 
mel, when  given  in  small  doses,  in  certain  forms  of  inflamma- 
tory action,  the  most  valuable  remedy. 

Dr.  Taylor,  C.  B.,  also  wished  to  thank  the  author  for  the 
Tery  handsome  manner  in  which  he,  (on  the  part  of  the  Sar- 
dinian medical  officers,)  had  alluded  to  himself  and  others  of 
the  British  Medical  Department,  with  reference  to  the  honors 
lately  received  by  them ;  could  quite  concur  in  the  opinions 
expressed  respecting  the  intimate  alliance  of  the  several  dis- 
•ases  which  have  presented  themselves  in  this  army ;  but  he 
is  inclined  to  attribute  them  rather  to  conditions  of  service 
than  to  the  effects  of  climate. 

Dr.  Sclaveroni  believed  that  the  system  of  treatment  em- 
floyed  in  this  army  may  hereafter  change,  if  the  men  remain 
nfficiently  long  in  the  country  to  become  acclimatized. 

Dr.  Williams  also  entirely  concurred  in  the  views  expressed 
by  the  author,  and  especially  as  regards  the  impossibility  of 
lesorting  with  safety  to  general  depiction,  in  the  present  type 
of  diseases  of  armies.  E.xpericnce,  he  thinks  also,  will  tend  to 
prove  that  climate  has  not  really  so  much  to  do  with  the  pro- 
dnction  of  disease  as  many  persons  imagine.  Ho  (Dr.  Wil- 
Eams,  had  served  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  and  the  result 
of  his  observation  is,  that  ho  has  become  quite  a  convert  to 
tke  tendency  towards  periodicity  in  almost  all  diseases.  He 
eaa  also  quite  subscribe  to  the  great  efficacy  of  ipecacuanha, 
iriixch  he  does  not  think  has  been  sufficiently  employed. 

Dr.  Gordon,  C.  B.,  wished  to  make  a  few  remarks,  lest  it 
•hmld  appear  that  the  members  of  this  society  were  unani- 
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xnous  in  their  condemnation  of  general  depletion,  aa  appUcable 
to  the  treatment  of  diseases  occurring  among  the  troops  in  tha 
Crimea  ;  so  far  as  his  experience  went  he  could  only  say  that, 
in  conjunction  with  the  medical  officers  of  the  2d  Division,  a 
general  regret  had  always  been  felt  when,  after  the  &tal  ter- 
mination of  any  case  of  inflammation  of  the  internal  organs, 
yenesection  had  not  been  employed. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  proposed  by  Dr.  Williams  to  the 
author  of  the  paper,  which  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Blenkins,  and 
carried  unanimously.    The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


Jebitfes  anb  |totitts. 


Nkw  MemerUs  of  Operative  Surgery.  By  A.  L.  M.  Yklolav;  Bar* 
of  the  Hospital  La  Charite;  Member  of  the  Boyal  Academy  of 
Medicine;  of  the  Institute,  ice,  Ac,  in  three  volumes,  with  a 
Treatise  on  Minor  Surgery.  Slustrated  by  over  two  hundred 
engravings,  incorporated  with  the  text,  and  an  Atlas  in  quarto 
of  twenty-two  plates.  Translated  with  additions  by  P.  8. 
TowNSEND.  M.  D.  under  the  supervision  of,  and  with  Notes  and 
Observations,  by  Valentixb  Mott,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the 
Operations  of  Surgery,  &c.  &c.,  in  the  University  of  New  York; 
Foreign  Associate  of  the  Academic  Royale  de  Medecine  of  Paris, 
<fec.  (fee.  Fourth  American  edition,  with  additions  by  G.  C.  BiJkCK- 
MAN,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio; 
Surgeon  to  the  Commercial  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  New  York: 
S.  S.  <fe  W.  Wood.     1856. 

**Mott's  Velpeau"  is  too  widely  known  to  the  profession  in  this  coun- 
try to  require  a  special  notice  at  our  hands.  It  is  universally  admitted 
to  be  the  most  extensive  work  on  Operative  Surgery  that  has  ever 
appeared  in  the  English  language,  and  the  issue  of  a  new  edition, 
with  the  addition  of  the  name  of  the  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio  to  the  title  page,  demands  an  extensive 
notice  at  our  hands.  Before,  however,  we  proceed  to  examine  the 
contributions,  to  this  new  edition  made  by  Prof.  Blackman,  let  us 
glance  for  a  moment  at  the  history  of  the  original  work. 

When  the  first  edition  of  Velpeau's  celebrated  Treatise  on  Opera- 
tive Surgery  appeared  at  Paris  (1832),  in  three  closely  primed  octavo 
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Wames,  containing  in  all  some  1800  pages,  it  was  nnivenally  ad- 
mitted that  it  presented  a  faithful  picture  of  the  existing  state  of 
mgerj  as  an  art  and  a  science.  A  translation  by  the  late  Gran- 
TiDe  Sharp  Pattison.  at  the  time  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Jeffer- 
ion  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  was  published  by  Duff  Green  at 
Washington  in  1885.  A  second  Paris  edition,  with  an  atlas  of 
plates,  appeared  in  1889,  and  the  editions  increased  the  number  of 
pages  from  1800  to  8,000.  At  the  suggestion  of  Professor  Mott  of 
Kew  York,  his  friend  Dr.  P.  S.  Townsend  translated  this  last  edition, 
DDder  his  supervision,  while  he  Dr.  M.  iocoi-porated  the  results  of 
his  own  immense  experience.  Tlie  first  volume  of  the  new  Ameri- 
can edition  was  published  by  the  Langley's  in  1845 :  the  second,  in 
IB  1846;  and  the  third  1847,  making  in  all  abo\'0  3000  pages.  The 
admirers,  both  of  the  distinguished  French  and  American  surgeon, 
have  regretted  that  so  important  a  work  should  have  boon  marred 
by  the  immethodical  arrangement  adopted  by  Dr.  Townsend,  now 
deceased.  The  imperfection  of  the  index  likewise  greatly  dimin- 
ished its  value,  and  in  consideration  of  those  facts,  the  enter- 
prising  publishers  into  whose  hands  its  publication  was  trans- 
ferred, determined,  with  Prof.  Mott's  approbation,  to  revise  the 
whole  work,  and  to  bring  it  to  a  level  with  the  present  day.  Dr. 
Blackman  was  selected  for  the  purpose,  and  this  following  testi- 
Bony  from  Professor  Mott,  must  satisfy  our  readers,  that  the  value 
of  the  work  has  been  greatly  incroaseil.  In  a  letter  to  the  pub- 
liihers,  dated  July  11,  1856,  Prof.  M.  observes : 

"The  new  arrangement  of  some  of  the  chapters,  particularly  the 
extended  one  on  Aneurisms,  have  greatly  improved  the  work.  The 
additions  in  brackets  throiigliout  the  whole  text,  as  made  by  Dr. 
Blackman,  with  the  American  Appendix  of  more  than  one  bun- 
dled pages  (140  Deo.)  bring  it  up  to  the  present  time,  in  Euro- 
pwa  and  American  surgery.  It  is  now,  indeed,  a  National  Sur- 
gery, and  ought  to  be  laboriously  und  faithfully  studied  by  our 
papila,  and  made  a  constant  work  of  reference  by  every  surgeon." 

A  new  and  complete  index  is  now  attached  to  the  work,  a  task 
which,  in  consequence  of  Prof.  Blackman's  removal  to  this  city, 
was  entrusted  to  Dr.  Isaacs,  the  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the 
Umvenity  of  New  York. 

In  his  preface,  Prof.  Blackman  remarks  that  it  has  been  his 
object  to  arrange  the  work  more  methodically,  and  to  incorporate 
the   more  important  contributions    made  in  the  department   of 
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Surgery,  daring  the  post  ten  yean.    His  valuable  ttalis- 

porations  on  the  arteries,  of  amputations,  ezneetions  of  ths 

2,  dec,  are  to  be  found  nnder  their  appropriate  heads  in 

of  the  work.     His  Appendix,  arranged  in  alphabetical 

nd  comprising  134  pages,  with  numerous  wood  cuts,  is  at 

.  of  the  third  Tolume,  and  contains  much  valuable  informa- 

tT  the  practical  sui^eon.     As  that  portion  of  the  first  voluncie 

3d  to  Minor  Surgery,  and  to  Plastic  Surgery  was  stereotyped, 

Blackman's  notes  commence  at  Section  iv.,  which  treats  of 

operations  performed  upon  the  arteries.     We  will  present  the 

er  with  a  few  of  these  in  onlcr  that  he  may  form  some  idea  of 

T  character.     And  first  we  insert  a  brief  table  showing   the 

iiparativo  experience  of  the  Xestors  of  French  and  American 

porative  Suigery,  Drs.  Mott  and  Roux. 

Mott.  Roux. 

anominata, 1 

kb.  Glavian 8                    3 

Carotid  Prim 86                    6 

•*  Ext 2 

Com.  Iliac 1 

Ext.  Iliac 6                    2 

Int.   Iliac 1* 

Femoral 52                  46 

Popliteal 7                     1 

Axillary 4 

Brachial 20 

107  82 

*  Recently  Dr.  Mott  has  had  another  successful  case. 

From    pp.    702    to    707,  Prof.  B.   devotes  ^\o  pages  to 
treatment  of  aneurism  by  compression,  in  which  after  pointin/ 
the  true  principles  which  should  govern  this  treatment,  an 
nishing  wood  cuts  illustratiug  the  best  form  of  the  compresf 
thus  remarks: 

'*  The  duration  of  the  treatment  varies  according  to  the 
lion  of  the  tnmor  and  th3  constitution  of  the  patient.     I 
instances  a  cure  has  l)ecn  eirected  in  a  few  hours  or  dayr 
others  it  has  rei|uired  from  two  to  three  months.     The 
treatment,  wo  have  found  by  examining  the  reports  of  32 
which  the  time  is  mentioned,  was  35  days.     Prof.  Syme 
the  average  duration  in  *J3  cases,  "not  of  the  treatment. 
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compression,  exclading  the  intervals  of  its  discontinuance/' 
at  88  days,  upon  which  he  thus  coraments;  ** Uiirty-eight  days 
mid  mighU  of  misery,  to  escape  a  few  minutes  of  trivial  uneasinessP* 
Now  we  have  already  shown  that  much  of  the  suffering  inflicted 
upon  patients  was  not  necessarily  connected  with  this  mode  of 
treatment,  and  statistics  furnish  us  with  abundant  proof  that  from 
the  ligature  of  the  femoral  artery  a  patient  has  something  more  to 
Mcmpe  **than  a  few  minutes  of  trivial  uneasiness."  We  have 
taken  some  pains  to  calculate,  from  the  cases  collected  by  Dr. 
Norris,  the  time  that  elapses  before  the  ligature  comes  away,  and 
we  find  that  in  117  cases  in  which  the  fact  is  noted,  the  average 
time  was  20 11-13  days.  The  patient  certainly,  is  not  safe  nntil  the 
l^atare  has  separated  and  the  wound  healed,  therefore,  both  the 
fuuient  and  the  surgeon  must  have  20  11-13  **  days  and  mghts  cf 
wttsery,"  and  the  suigcon's  anxiety  cannot  be  diminished  when  he 
remembers  another  fact  likewise  furnished  by  statistics,  viz:  that 
one  in  four  of  all  that  submit  to  ligature  of  the  femoral  artery,  die  or 
are  maimed  for  life." 

Oar  space  will  n  o;  permit  us  to  make  farther  extract^  from 
Prof.  Blackman's  article  on  this  method  of  treatment,  and  we  can 
only  observe  that  the  surgeon  will  find  in  it  an  excellent  summary 
of  what  is  at  present  known  upon  the  subject 

TVaumaiie  Hemorrhage. — Under  this  head  Prof.  B.  remarks : 
*'  The  perusal  of  modern  British  works  on  Surgery  is  calculated 
to  produce  the  impression  that  Mr.  Guthrie  was  the  first  to  promul- 
gate and  to  establish  the  practice  of  tying  an  artery  both  above  and 
below  the  wound  in  cases  of  traumatic  hemorrhage.  Mr.  G.  was 
bom  in  1785,  and  published  his  P^pcr  on  wounded  arteries,  in  the 
asw  Med.  and  Phys,  Joum.^  1811.  Mr.  McGill  published  about 
1732,  in  the  Ed.  Med.  Essays,  vol.  ii.,  his  recommendation  of  the 
nae  of  a  probe  to  facilitate  the  ligature  of  a  punctured  artery  at  the 
seat  of  the  wound,  and  Mr.  Sharpe  in  his  TSreatise  on  the  Operations 
^  Surgery^  1739,  pp.  208-9,  inculcates  the  doctrine  of  ligating  the 
Ibelo      "  '  -    ^        .    - . 


el  above  and  below  the  wound.  De  la  Faye,  in  his  annotations 
to  the  Cours  d'  Operations,  ttc.  of  Dionis,  1746,  (p.  705,)  most 
■blr  refutes  the  opinion  of  Dionis,  who  thought  the  single  ligature 
•officient  in  these  coses.  Mr.  Warner,  who^c  Cases  in  Surgery 
was  publishetl  in  1784,  just  one  year  before  Mr.  Guthrie  was  bom, 
declares  (p.  143,)  that  a  second  ligature  should  always  be  ma<le  be- 
low the  wounded  orifice  of  the  artery.  John  Bell  in  his  Principles 
sf  Surgery,  Edin.  Ed,  1801,  vol.  i.'p.  187,  in  speaking  of  wounds 
of  the  radial  artery,  remarks  that  it  was  tlie  rule  commonly  laid 
down  at  that  time  to  tie  above  and  below  the  wound.  Dr.  Physick, 
in  1804  treated  in  this  manner  a  varicose  aneurisne  at  the  bend  of 
the  arm  ;  PhU.  Med.  Museum,  vol.  1st,  p.  65.  Indeed,  as  related 
by  Bcrtrandiin  his  Traite  des  Operations,  1763,  p.  362.  Guattano 
actaally  experimented  upon  the  brachiol  artery,  by  injecting  above 
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the  ligftttires,  and  as  the  fluid  issoed  from  the  opening  made  bdow, 
he  aignedthe  importanoe  in  similar  cases  of  tying  above  and  Mow 
the  wound.  Mr.  Rast  in  1786,  tied  both  the  npper  and  lower  ends 
of  a  wounded  femoral  artery,  (JIfass.  Med.  See.  BeporU).'* 

In  describing  the  changes  effected  in  the  vessels  of  a  limb»  after 
the  obliteration,  by  ligature,  of  an  artery,  M.  Yelpeau  addnoee 
oertain  facts  in  opposition  to  the  doctrine  that  new  vessels  are 
sometimes  generated  between  the  divided  ends.  On  this  subject  we 
quote  from  Prof.  B's  note : 

**  Prof.  Porta  in  his  splendid  work,  "  Ddle  Alterariom  PatoUy- 
gkhe  Delle  Arterie  per  la  lAgotura,  <£e.,  1845,  p.  191,  states  that 
during  his  visit  to  Berlin,  1843,  the  celebrated  Physiologist,  MuUer, 
showed  him  a  preparation  taken  from  a  sheep  on  which  the  carotid 
had  been  tied,  and  m  this  specimen  there  were  some  four  or  five  new 
vessels  which  had  sprung  from  the  divided  extremities  of  the  vessel. 
Prof.  P.  has  detail^  some  twenty  experiments  (pp.  164-188,^  made 
on  different  animals  to  elucidate  this  subject,  and  from  the  aelinea- 
tions  which  he  has  given  in  Plate  iii.,  we  do  not  see  how  any  one 
can  longer  remain  sceptical  as  to  the  oocasu>nal  formation  of  new 
vessels." 

Prof.  Blackman's  Statistical  Tables  of  Ligature  of  both  Primitive 
Carotids,  and  of  Brasdor's  Operation  for  aneurism  of  the  Inno- 
minata  have  already  appeared  in  our  Journal,  and  our  readers  will 
doubtless  be  gratified,  in  connection  with  these  to  be  furnished 
with  his  collection  of  the  common  iliac. 


Oibfoii 

Mott 
Cimmpton 

Uiton 


[  Caeee  of  Ligature  of  the  Common  Iliac. 


181S    Oon-shot  Woiud 

1827    AnenrUm  Recorered. 

1SS8    Aneuriam  Died  on  4th  6aj. 

Emdvy    Uemor-) 
e,  after  &mpa->  Died, 
n  > 


i Peritoneal  Inflaqiinatioik 
and  teoondary  baoior- 
rhage. 


Oatfarie-8 

AlezV  H.  Sterent 

Salomon 

Sym« 

Buih« 


1833    Encephalold  Tomor    Recorered. 
Died. 
Anenriam  Becorered. 

Died  on  4th  daj, 
Lired  fire  weelcs. 


1837 
1S38 


AnenriBm 

(Aneurism  by  Anas 
{tomoela  of  left 
(bium 


as) 


DegQlM 


Poit 


Perefoff 


1840 


1840  1'^'*^^''^™ 

[Secondary  hemor- 


Recorered. 

<Died  ft*om  exhaus- 
{    tion  in  34  hours. 


Bemonhage. 


(Died  fire  montha  aftar 
<the  operrtton,  from  the 
tdiaeaae. 

(Did  10  montha  after  the 
/operation,  firom  abeoeaa 
(in  the  part 


"Sac  vaa  vounded,  tm* 
sel  gare  way  under  flrat 
ligalure,  and  femoral 
rein  waa  wounded,  in 
taking  up  femoral  aitery 
to  prerent  secondary  he- 
morrhage. 


{neoonaary   ne  m  o  r-  n 
Aneoriam  j 


Ilemorrhage 
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18fi    An«wi«n 


1B43 
180 


AnenrUm 
Hedallvy  Tumor 

Anearlim 

AnenrUm 

Aneaiism 


Aneorlna 


M^tmM 


1R50 

■mm,  •#   Mlddlewx 


Antwiun 


ACcoTorad* 


Reeorered. 
Died  on  3d  dtiy. 

Died  in  4  honn. 

Reeorered. 

Dial. 

Died. 

Reeorered. 

Died. 

Died  on  Sd  d.^* 


month*  after- 
wards a  non-|ial»atiniC 
taraor  renopeared,  vith 
marka  of  fluctuation. 
Ilemorrhai^e  folloved 
and  destroyed  the  pa- 
.tient. 


Peritonitis. 

t  Peritoneal  carity  opened 
in  operation. 


Oanfrrene. 
C  Either  trunk  of  < 
J  ilinc  tied,  or  the  external 
)  and  internal  lilacs  at  their 
(.origin. 


UfiBl    Sappoeed  Aneuritm    Dieil  tew  daya  after.    Tumor  enccphtloid. 

Hioa  wo  have  24  cases  and  15  deaths.     G  C.  B.]  

The  internal  iliac,  according  to  prof.  B.  has  been  tied  in  at  least 
ten  cases,  and  he  thus  enumerates  the  names  of  the  operators  : — 
Stevens,  Atkinson,  White,  Mott,  Arcndt,  Tliomas,  J.  Kearny  Rodg- 
ert,  Kimball,  fiigelou  and  Tripler.  Of  these  ten  cases,  four  were  sue- 
eeufol  and  six  fatal.  Add  to  these  the  recent  successful  case 
ideired  to  in  Prof.  Blackman's  Preface,  and  we  have  eleven  cases, 
of  which  ^ve  were  successful. 

As  to  the  probabilities  of  successfully  ligating  the  abdominal  aorta, 
ftoL  B.  remarks  : 

"  Sir  Everard  Ilomo  tied  the  femoral  artery  for  aneurism  of  the 
tstemal  iliac,  in  1825,  without  success,  and  in  connection  with  this 
cue,  he  obeerves  **  it  may  be  said,  that  I  might  have  taken  up  the 
aorta,  but  I  have  made  np  my  mind  to  let  those  diseasesos  that  re- 
onire  tying  the  aorta,which  come  under  my  care  tuko  their  course, 
{Phil.  7Wmt.,1828).  Tlie  unfortunate  results  in  the  four  instances 
in  which  this  operation  has  been  performed,  (viz  :  by  x\stley  Cooper, 
James  Murray,  and  Monteiro),  prove  the  wisdom  of  his  decision." 

Prof.  Blackman's  collection  of  cases  of  ligature  of  the  subclavian 
OB  the  tracheal  side  of  the  scalcni  muscles,  shows  us  that  in  ten  cases 
in  which  this  operation  has  been  performed  it  has  invariably  proved 
btal.  TOie  operators  in  the  cases  were  Colics,  Mott,  llaydcn, 
O'Beniy,  Partridge,  Listen  (two  cases),  Auvert,  (two  cases),  and 
J.  Kevnj  Rodgers.  In  one  instance  only  has  the  left  "  subclavian 
been  tied  within  the  scaleni,  and  in  that  it  was  performed  by  the  last 
Bamad  Surgeon.  The  patient  died  fifteen  days  after  the  operation 
from  secondary  hemorrhage."  Tlie  autopsy  showed  that  the  blood 
cmme  from  the  distal  side  of  the  ligature,  and  was  caused  by  the 
free  oommnnieation  of  the  internal  carotid  at  the  base  of  the  brain 
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with  the  Tertebraly  the  latter,  the  origin  of  the  latter  having  leen  in 
dose  proximity  to  the  point  where  Dr.  Rogers  had  applied  his  liga- 
ture. Prof.  B.  informs  ns  that  some  time  hefore  his  death.  Dr. 
Bodgers  stated  to  him»  that  if  he  should  ever  have  an  opportunity  to 
repeat  the  operation,  he  wonld  at  the  same  time  apply  a  ligature  to 
the  vertebral. 

Prof.  B.  docs  not  fail,  when  occasion  offers,  to  defend  the  clMmi 
of  his  own  countrymen,  an  example  of  which  we  present  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract : 

"  In  the  third  part  of  Lisfranc's  Precis  de  Med  Operatoire,  p.  65, 
we  find  the  following  assertion  of  this  distinguished  Surgeon :  J*ai 
indique  le  premier,  (Vid.  le  Manuel  des  OpercUUme  Chirury kales,) 
par  M.  Coster,  1823,  un  fait  anatomique  extremement  important  et 
qui  facilite  beaucoup  la  manieuvre  pour  mettro  1'  artere  a  decouvert ; 
c'est  le  tubercle  de  la  premiere  cote  en  dehors  duquel  immediatement 
ce  vaisseau.*'  He  then  expresses  his  indignation  that  M.  CmveQ- 
hier  should  have  neglected  even  in  the  second  edition  of  his  IVaUe 
d'  AnatomU  descriptive  to  give  to  himself  the  credit  of  first  pointing 
out  this  important  guide,  and  reminds  him  of  the  moral  principle 
which  would  render  unto  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar's.  Now 
upon  this  same  principle,  we  would  take  the  liberty  of  inserting  in 
this  place  the  following  extract  from  a  paper  by  Dr.  Parrish  in  the 
JSclectic  Repertory,  vol.  iii.,  1813,  p.  239.  After  sUting  that  the 
operator  need  not  bring  the  edge  of  the  scalenus  anticus  into  view, 
as  commonly  advised,  he  proceeds  :  '<  He  has  another  and  more 
certain  guide  to  conduct  him  to  the  precise  point  for  securing  the 
artery.  To  fix  this  point  was  a  subject  of  considerable  importance 
that  required  and  received  very  considerable  attention,  and  was  de- 
cided for  the  superior  edge  of  the  first  rib.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
operator  has  a  guide  to  conduct  him  precisely  to  the  part  he  is  seek- 
ing for,  which  it  is  believed  had  never  been  noticed  by  any  preceding 
Surgeon.  Just  at  the  insertion  of  the  anterior  scalenus  moscle  into 
the  upper  edge  of  the  first  rib,  there  is  a  roughness,  or  rather  pro- 
cess  of  the  bone  which  is  very  perceptible  to  the  touch,  being  in  the 
generality  of  subjects  so  clearly  defined  that  it  cannot  be  mistaken. 
Now,  instead  of  the  operator  depending  on  his  vision,  he  may  get 
at  the  exact  spot  that  he  is  in  search  of  by  a  reliance  on  the  sense  of 
touch.  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren,  met  with  a  case  in  which,  while 
seeking  for  the  firet  rib,  to  his  surprise  he  discovered  both  the  first 
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uid  a  part  of  the  Becond  rib  passing  obliquely  across  the  neck  above 
the  cUvicIc.  At  length  he  detected  the  insertion  of  the  scalenus  an- 
ticns,  but  the  tubercle  was  not  suOlcicntly  developed  to  bo  manifest 
to  the  touch.  lo  this  patient  the  wliole  osseous  system  seemed  to 
have  undergone  a  partial  displacement.  The  spine  and  ribs  had 
been  carried  upwards,  whilst  the  sternum  had  been  moved  in  an 
opposite  direction."  (Am.  Journ.  Med.  Scietices,  Jan.  1849,  p.  14.) 

At  p.  855,  Prof.  Blackman  gives  uh  the  details  of  the  first  appli- 
cation of  a  ligature  to  the  vertebral  artery  upon  living  man.  The 
operation  was  performed  by  M.  M.  Maisonnouve  and  Favrot  of 
Paris,  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  Feb.,  1852.  It  was  done  to 
arrest  a  serious  hemorrliage  produced  by  a  gun-shot  wound  in  the 
neck.  The  patient  died  suddenly  seventeen  days  after  tlie  operation. 
Uh  following  remarks  by  Prof.  B.  convey  a  useful  practical  lesson  : 

"  The  primitive  carotid  has  several  times  been  tied  through  mis- 
take for  aneurism  of  the  vertebral  artery.  Mr.  South,  in  his  edition 
of  Chelins,  refers  to  an  instance  which  occurred  at  the  Northern  Infir- 
nary,  Liverpool.  Tlie  tumor  increased  after  the  application  of  the 
Kgatnre,  and  the  patient  died  on  the  fourteenth  day.  M.  P>aeya, 
pobiLshed  an  article  in  the  Journ.  Med.  et  de  Pharm,  1849-50,  p. 
18S,  in  which  he  attempts  to  point  out  a  means  of  diagnosis,  in 
these  cases.  This  consists  in  compressing  the  carotid  immediately 
above  the  carotid  tubercle,  avoiding  the  space  below.  The  circula- 
tioB  continuM  through  tlio  vertebral,  but  it  is  arrested  in  the  carotid. 
neoficct  upon  the  aneurismal  tumor  will  of  courBO,  vary  according 
to  the  VMsei  which  is  the  seat  of  disease." 

With  tbeee  extracts  we  must  conclude  our  notice  of  the  first  vol- 
nme  of  this  great  work.  Our  object,  as  stated  at  the  outset,  has 
been  to  furnish  the  reader  with  so  mo  data  by  which  he  might  deter- 
mine the  manner  in  which  Professor  Blackman  has  discharged  the 
inty  assigned  him.  In  our  next  we  shall  enter  into  an  examination 
of  his  contributions  under  the  head  of  amputations,  exsections  of 
che  bones,  Ac,  Ac.    For  Sale  by  II.  \V.  Deuvy.     Price  S15. 

S.  G.  A. 
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FRANCE. 
Efcacy  of  Bromine  in  the  treatmrnt  of  Pseudomemhrnnoiis  diseases, 
Translated  from  (he  Qazette  dcs  Hopiteaui.     By  J.  II.  T. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  M.ay   26th,  M. 
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Ozanam  road  a  paper,  in  which  ha  proposes  to  Establish  the  fol- 
lowing propositions. 

Bromine  is  the  specific  remedy  of  diphtheritic  affections,  pseodo- 
menbranons  anginns,  croup,  muguet.  The  alkaline  bromides,  and 
especially  the  bromide  of  potasium  possesses  that  property. 

The  theory  of  the  diphtheritic  affections,  and  researches  after  dis- 
Bolvents  led  me  to  this  result.  The  dissolvents  of  false  membranes, 
according  to  my  experience  may  be  divided  into  two  classes  : — 
1.  Substances  which  fluidify.  2.  Substances  which  indace  disag- 
gr^ation.  The  fluidifiant  substances  determine  the  softening  more 
or  less  completely  of  the  false  membrane  ;  the  alkaleis  are  regarded 
as  possessing  this  property,  but  there  are  some  acids,  as  the  maria- 
tic,  which  possess  it  in  even  a  superior  degree. 

The  disaggregating  substances  at  first  harden  the  false  membrane, 
but  afterwards  render  it  friable  to  such  a  d^^ree,  that  the  least  touch 
will  reduce  it  to  a  powder. 

I  have  given  to  this  phenomenon,  hitherto  unknown,  the  name 
molecular  disaggregation.  Bromine  alone  is  able  to  produce  it. 
The  bichromate  of  potassa  it  is  true,  will  slightly  harden  the  false 
membrane,  bat  does  not  render  friable.  Iodine  will  color  brown,  and 
harden  it  so  as  to  make  it  resemble  a  piece  of  tanned  leather,  but  it 
will  only  be  more  firm.  The  bromine  alone  destroys  the  cohesive 
force,  separates  the  elements.  Not  being  able  here  to  report  the  com- 
plete series  of  my  experiments  I  will  only  give  the  two  following, 
one  with  bromine,  and  the  other  with  the  bromide  of  potassium. 

Action  of  Bromine  upon  false  ]MEifBRANEs. — A  false  membrane 
three  lines  long  by  one  broad  was  plunged  into  a  glass  filled  with 
bromine  water ;  it  remained  there  twelve  hours.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  it  had  not  lost  its  nacreous  color,  and  gilded  by  the  brown  tint 
of  the  liquid  seemed  more  firm  than  ever ;  but  when  I  touched  it 
with  a  glass  rod  in  order  to  draw  it  towards  me,  it  tumbled  at  once 
into  an  extremely  fine  dust,  which  separated  more  and  more,  in  so 
much  that  I  could  only  withdraw  a  very  small  quantity.  I  exam- 
ined this  debris  with  a  microscope  and  I  found  the  elements  of  the 
false  membrane  ;  but  the  cohesive  force  which  organised  these  ele- 
ments had  been  completely  destroyed,  in  fact  it  was  reduced  to  an 
amorphus  moss  of  granules. 

Corollary  :  The  bromine  dissolved  in  water,  acts  as  a  fluidifying 
agent  upon  false  membranes ;  it  modifies  their  vital  force,  and 
determines  their  disaggregation.  Bromine  ouglit  therefore  to  arrest 
and  cure  pseudomembranous  affections. 

Action  of  Bromide  of  Potassidji. — ^Three  firm  white  diphtheri- 
tic plates  collected  from  the  tonsils  were  plunged  into  a  concentra- 
ted solution  of  bromide  of  potassium.  At  the  end  of  twelve  hours 
they  were  completely  transparent,  soft  and  already  diffluent,  leaving 
when  lifted  up,  long,  opaline  traces,  evidently  formed  by  the  fluidi- 
fied elements  of  the  false  membranes.     At  the  end  of  three  days  no 
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ftutlier  trace  could  le  detected  of  the  false  membrane,  bnt  a  white 
gnnnlous  deposite,  which  during  its  repose  arrived  at  the  bottom  of 
tfaeveasel.  This  deposite  is  formed  by  some  still  existing  amor- 
i  granules,  by  chryRtals  of  bromide  of  potassium,  and  by  nu- 
oos  filaments  of  the  oidium  albicuns,  a  parasite  described  by  M. 
Bobin  as  existing  in  muguet,  and  found  constantly  by  me  in  the 
fdae  membranes  in  croup,  and  the  numerous  sponiles  of  which  dis- 
wminatcd  in  the  atmosphere,  explains  the  contagiousness  of  diph- 
tkeritic  afiectiona. 

Corollary :  The  bromides  of  potassium  possessing  the  fluidify- 
mg  power  of  the  potash,  and  the  faculty  of  diKoggregation  peculiar 
to  tie  bromine  ought  to  arrcsi,  and  cure  diphtheritic  affections. 

Encouraged  by  these  results  I  tried  the  bromine  at  the  bed  side  of 
the  aick,  commencing  with  those  cases  where  other  remedies  had 
fded. 

Tlie  water  of  bromine  recently  prepared  at  the  dose  of  from  a 
Uf  gr.  to  iive  grs.  per  day  in  five  ounces  of  water  U  the  preparation 
BOit  easily  administered  ;  it  should  be  preserved  in  a  dark  place, 
m  Older  to  prevent  formation  of  hydrobromiuc  acid. 

Tlie  bromide  of  potassium  acts  very  well  in  the  same  dose. 

The  author  reports  fourteen  cases  which  he  has  observed  in  six 
jmn,  all  of  which  were  crowned  with  success,  viz  : 

Angina  pseudomembranous,  1 1  cases,  of  which  two  were  compli- 
cated with  grave  scarlatina,  and  with  gangrene  of  the  tonsils ;  croup 
two ;  confluent  muguet,   one  ;  and  he  concludes  by  the  following 


Bromine  and  bromide  of  potassium  appear  to  act  as  specifics  in 
peendomembranous  affections.  Tlie  bromine  acts  as  a  disaggre- 
gation agent,  the  potash  as  a  fluidifying  one,  but  in  both  cases  the 
curative  action  seems  to  l)e  due  to  the  bromine,  which  even  when 
^vcn  alone  has  shown  itself  eflicacious. 
Gilleberta :     Collodion  for  Chaps  and  Chilblains : 

Collodion,     -        -        -        -     -     3xxx. 
Venice  Turpentine       ...     3xii. 

Castor  Oil, 3xi. 

Mix  and  dissolve  by  agitation. 


n«  Warm  Bath  in  the  Ireatmeni  of  Wvunde,  Eepecially  those 
made  m  Amputation. — M.  Lanoenbeck,  of  Berlin,  has  published  in 
^Deuieche  JT/uiii;  for  September  15th,  1855,  an  account  of  a 
prooeaa  by  which  wounds,  especially  those  made  by  amputation, 
can  be  constantly  subjected  to  the  influence  of  a  warm  bath.  He 
ifil  examines  the  modes  of  application  of  coM  and  warm  water,  and 
condades  that,  in  many  cases,  these  are  insufficient.  Ho  relates  the 
advantages  which  he  has  obtained  from  the  nse  of  largo  warm  baths 
■ftv  capital  operation,  such  as  disarticulation  of  the  shoulder-joint, 
txciaion  of  the  scapula,  lithotomy,  etc.    These  baths  have  been  em- 
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ployeil  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hoar  once  or  twice  daily*  not  being 
contra! ndicated  by  traumatic  fever  and  inflamation  of  the  e^f^  of 
the  wound  ;  at  a  temperature  of  97^  Fahrenheit,  they  maintain 
warmth,  diminish  fever,  heat,  and  the  frequency  of  the  pnlso,  calm 
pain,  and  keep  the  wound  clear.  Topical  warm  baths  have  often 
been  employed  by  MM.  Langenbeck  and  Stromeyer,  in  gunshot 
wounds  of  the  cxti^mities  with  or  without  injury  of  the  bones,  be* 
fore  and  during  Huppuration.  Stromeyer  first  recommended  the  use 
of  the  permanent  warm  bath  after  the  operation  for  vesioo-vaginal 
fistula. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  apparatus  employed  by  M. 
Langenbeck : — 

The  apparatus  intended  for  the  upper  extremities  consists  of  two 
oblong  basins,  of  various  sizes  ;  they  are  placed  in  a  hollow  of  the 
mattress  near  the  edge  of  the  bed,  so  that,  as  the  patient  lies  on  his 
back,  the  arm  may  rest  comfortably  in  them.  The  reservoir  for  the 
leg  is  tiiangnlar  ;  The  base  is  directed  upwards,  and  the  apex  is 
fixe<l  on  a  board,  and  moves  on  a  hinge.  By  means  of  a  wooden 
stnicture,  which  works  into  the  supporting  board,  and  is  fixed  at 
the  upper  end,  the  latter  can  be  raised  or  depressed  at  convenience. 
The  vholc  apparatus  forms  a  double  inclined  plane,  on  which  the 
leg,  ben'i  at  an  angle  of  about  120^,  rests  in  tne  water.  The  basin 
has  a  cover  fastened  down,  with  an  opening  at  the  upper  part  to  ad- 
mit the  leg.  The  opening  has  a  projecting  border,  on  which  is  fixed 
one  end  of  a  sleeve  of  vulcanized  caoutchouc,  the  other  end  embrac- 
ing the  tliigh  and  log  ;  in  this  waj',  the  evaporation  and  cooling  of 
the  water  are  prevented.  In  the  interior  of  the  reservoir,  three 
straps  aixj  fixed  to  hooks,  so  as  to  sustain  the  limb ;  while  two  other 
straps  pass  over  the  limb  and  keep  it  in  position.  At  the  bottom 
of  the  bath  is  a  short  tul)e,  with  a  stopcock,  for  i-emoving  the  water. 
Two  op(?iiin;j:s*  with  movable  coverings,  are  made  in  the  cover  of 
the  apparatus  ;  one  being  for  introducing  water  and  the  other  for 
receiving  the  thermometer. 

Injuries  of  the  knre,  and  the  stump  after  amputations  of  the  thigh, 
require  tlie  horizontal  jto.sition,  and  consequently  another  fojm  of 
apparatus.  This  consists  of  a  square  zinc  box,  from  half  a  yard  to 
a  yard  in  length,  fourteen  inches  wide,  and  arranged  internally  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  apparatus  already  described.  For  stumps, 
the  wall  which  looks  towards  the  thigh  has  a  large  hole,  with  a  pro- 
jecting border,  to  which,  by  means  of  an  iron  ring,  a  caoutchouc 
tube  passes  and  embraces  the  thigh.  For  injuries  of  the  knee,  the 
India-rubber  tube  is  first  applied  to  the  thigh  ;  then  the  leg  is  passed 
through  the  openings  in  the  box  and  the  lower  caoutchouc  tube  ;the 
lower  border  of  the  tube  fixed  on  the  thigh  is  then  fastened  by  an 
iron  ring,  which  is  brought  together  by  screws,  to  the  projecting 
rim  of  the  opening  in  the  basin  ;  and  the  apparatus  ;  being  thus 
adjusteu,  is  tilled  with  water. 
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M.  Luigenbeck,  as  a  rule,  leaves  large  wounds  without  dressings. 
But  whi^n  they  arc  the  rcHultd  of  recent  operations,  attended  with 
loM  of  substance,  he  applies  charpie  and  bandage  to  obviate  Kecon- 
darj  hemorrhage,  llictic  applicatiouK,  however,  are  removed  the 
BBXl  day,  without  disturbing  tlie  limb.  In  amputations,  resections, 
•Cc.,  sutures  areemploycil,  an  a{)ertnre  being  left  at  one  corner  of 
the  woond  for  the  escape  of  secrations. 

In  general  it  is  best  not  to  employ  the  apparatus  until  the  risk  of 
Moomiarr  hemorrhage  has  ceabed  ;  for  in^tunce,  in  amputation,  not 
with  IB  eighteen  or  twenty-four  hours.  In  several  cases,  however, 
M.  Langenbeck  has  applied  the  bath  immediately  after  o^teration, 
b^re  the  patient  had  recovereil  from  the  eflects  of  chloroform.  The 
piooeeding  has  the  advantage  of  not  being  troubled  by  dressings, 
«Bd  the  pain  in  the  wound  is  rendered  very  trifling.  If  consecutive 
kfBorrhage  arise,  the  limb  must  be  rcmoveil  from  the  a])paratu8. 

Great  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  caoutchouc  bands,  so  that 
ihey  may  neither  compress  the  limb  too  tightly,  nor  allow  the  es- 
cape of  water.  Notwithstanding  these  precnution<i,  edema  and 
gangrene  may  be  produced,  even  by  the  slightest  constriction,  in 
tome  cases ;  especially  over  such  parts  as  the  civst  of  the  tibia, 
where  the  bone  is  immediately  under  the  skin.  These  inconveni- 
•Boes  may  possibly  be  rcmoveil  by  further  improvements  ;  but  it  is 
«dl  to  examine  the  wounds  carefully  twice  a  day,  when  the  water  is 
HBewed,  and  to  shift  tlio  position  of  tlie  caoutchouc  sleeves,  which 
should  be  sufficiently  long. 

The  temperature  of  the  water  must  vary  acconling  to  the  indica- 
tions, whether  it  bedesirefl  to  relieve  ]>  a  in,  to  prevent  consecutive 
hmiorrhnge  or  inflammation,  or  to  favour  gninulatiim.  Further 
•bserratiune  will  probably  point  out  the  in  otli  Heat  ions  nH][uireti  by 
Ihs  kindofli>sion,  and  by  the  strength,  age  and  temperament  of  the 
patient.  When  the  ap|>aratus  is  u^ed  immediatoly  after  o])cration, 
the  temperature  employed  at  first  is  from  50^  to  55^  Fahren- 
heit ;  if  the  water  l)e  not  renoweil.  the  temperature  rises,  in  from 
Aree  to  twelve  houi-s,  up  to  59^,  68""  or  88"^.  After  the  first  day, 
ttis  temperatnre  is  the  most  agreeable  to  the  patient ;  nt  a  later  pe- 
riod when  the  tv<^und  begins  to  suppurate,  water  at  OS*'  or  O.'i^  is 
ved.  In  general  the  feelings  of  the  patient  are  the  best  guide  on 
ttis  point.  It  is  easy  to  keep  the  temperature  alnio>t  constant,  by 
CDTering  the  apparatus  more  or  less,  and  by  ndtlin;;  warm  or  cold 
water.  In  summer,  at  a  temi>crature  of  from  Vl^  to  77*  in  the 
loom,  the  heat  of  the  bath  rose,  in  twelve  hours,  from  93*^  to  95®  or 
100®.  On  the  other  hand,  in  winter,  the  temperature  of  the  room 
being  68.5®,  the  water  fell  nearly  constantly  to  86^  or  88""  in  the 
isme  period. 

In  genera],  it  is  sufficient  to  renew  the  water  twice  a  day.     If 
theio  be  a  large  wuond,  or  abundant  suppuration,  the  opparrtus 
be  earefully  cleaned  every  day,  by  diawing  off  the  water,  and 
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¥npiDg  the  walls  of  the  bath  with  Rponges  dipped  in  a  chlorinated 
solution,  taking  care  not  to  disturb  the  wound.  When,  however, 
the  wound  is  large  and  not  dependent,  it  is  advisable  to  pass  a  stream 
of  water  into  it  to  remove  the  secretions. 

The  advantages  of  this  procedure  are  then  pointed  out  by  M.  Lm- 
genbeck : — 

1.  Diminution  of  the  Pain  foLlomng  Operation, — ^However 
large  the  wound  may  be,  pain  is  not  complained  of.  In  two  caaety 
after  injuries  of  the  extremities,  pain  was  produced  in  the  soniid 
foot  and  hand  which  were  placed  in  the  water,  probably  by  disten- 
sion of  the  thick  epidermis.  This  pain,  however,  soon  disappeared. 
When  the  water  is  being  changed,  and  the  injured  part  is  exposed 
to  the  air,  a  cold  sensation  is  experienced,  attended  with  pain, 
which  is  removed  as  soon  as  the  water  is  again  poured  in.  If  the 
wound  remains  exposed  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  rigors  are  pro- 
duced. M.  Langenbeck  has  never  seen  rigors  follow  important 
operations,  when  the  patient  has  been  placed  in  a  bath  during  anas- 
thesia. 

By  the  use  of  the  bath,  the  necessity  for  bandages,  plaster,  etc.,  is 
removed.  The  sutures  can  be  removed  without  disturbing  thelimb, 
and  cleanliness  is  maintained.  Unfortunately,  in  amputation  of  tlie 
thigh,  the  apparatus  is  likely  to  produce  cedema.  The  objection, 
however,  may  be  removed  by  further  improvement. 

2.  Diminution  of  Fever, — ^The  traumatic  fever,  and  that  attend- 
ing suppuration,  lose  their  intensity.  The  pulse  is  usually  from 
88  to  90  ;  at  first  it  is  commonly  as  high  as  120,  but  sinks  as  soon 
as  suppuration  commences.  When  tlie  water  is  removed,  the  pul- 
sation increases  from  10  to  24,  and  again  decreases  when  the  water 
is  addcil.  If  there  be  violent  inflammation  of  the  wound,  or 
phlegmon  of  cellular  tissue,  the  pulse  may  rise  to  120  or  150,  with 
con-osponding  general  heat.  During  suppuration,  Langenbeck 
once  only  obseived  rigors,  indicating  the  formation  of  a  large  pnm- 
lent  deposit. 

3.  Removal  of  the  Secretions. — So  long  as  the  water  has  free  ac- 
cess to  the  wound,  the  stagnation  and  decomposition  of  its  secre- 
tions are  imposf^ible,  in  proportion  to  the  fluidity  of  these,  and  the 
dependent  position  of  the  limb.  In  deep  and  sinuous  wounds,  ns 
after  resection  of  the  knee-joint,  injections  must  be  used.  Compli- 
cated woimds,  as  those  attending  fracture  of  the  thigh,  with  injury 
of  the  knee-joint,  must  be  cai-efully  watched  ;  for,  even  though  thiB 
surface  of  the  wound  be  clean,  there  may  be  deposits  in  the  subcuta- 
neous cellular  tissue,  and  when  the  wound  is  small  or  when  phl^- 
mououH  inflammation  has  set  in.  Incisions  must  then  be  employed, 
as  in  the  ordinary  treatment. 

4.  Promotion  of  the  Healing  Process, — ^M.  Langenbeck  has  not 
yet  been  able  to  determine  how  far  the  use  of  the  bath  promotes 
union  by  the  first  intention.    In  one  case,  however,  of  circular  am- 
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potation  of  the  leg  immediately  below  the  knee,  the  wound  healed 
by  the  tirst  intention  in  the  course  of  the  sutures.  In  an  open  wound, 
fabjectcd  to  the  influence  of  the  bath,  the  layers  of  coagulateii  Mood, 
adiwrent  to  the  wound,  lose  their  colour ;  the  fibrin  remains,  until, 
on  tiie  third  or  fourth  day,  it  is  ix^moved  by  the  granulations.  Tlie 
forface  of  the  wound,  in  five  or  eight  hours  after  operation,  asnunies 
ayellowiMi-gray  colour,  home  what  white,  resulting  from  the  decol- 
oration of  tlie  bupoi-ticial  parts.  And  from  the  layer  of  exudation, 
vkich  adlien»K  to  the  wound.  The  limb,  especially  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  wound,  swells  from  the  imbibition  of  water,  and  i-egaius  its 
natural  dimen>ious  on  the  a'moval  of  the  water.  This  absorption 
Bust  Lave  a  beneiicial  influence  in  promoting  removal  of  the  secre- 
tioDS,  and  preventing  disorders  in  the  capillary  circulation.  M. 
Laiigenl«ck  lias  observetl  inflammation  of  tlie  edges  of  the  wound 
and  phlegmonous  rodnoss  only  in  cases  where  purulent  deposits 
Here  formed,  or  where  the  sutures  weit)  too  tight. 

In  throe  or  four  days,  the  dead  layer  is  reuioved  in  portions  by 
tLe  water,  and  granulation  commences.  In  a  very  short  time,  the 
deeper  parts  Liccome  filled  up.  the  ends  of  the  bones  are  covered,  and 
the  granidations  from  the  medullary  canal  unite  with  the  others.  In 
the  hath,  the  granulations  attain  a  development,  which  is  not  ob- 
nrred  with  other  mo«lcs  of  dressing.  Tlie  semi-transparent  appear- 
taee  »hows  that  this  depends  in  part  on  the  absorption  of  the  water. 
When  the  wound  is  coveied  with  granulations,  cicatrization  com- 
■oiccs.  Tliis  is  probably  somewhat  letarded  by  the  balh  ;  hence 
■Cthis  stage  M.  Langenbeck  has  rccourse  to  the  ordinary  dressings. 

To  ascertain  whether  wounds  heal  more  rapidly  under  water  than 
when  exposed  to  air,  a  large  nunilKjr  of  comparative  experiments 
VAuhi  be  R'quirod  ;  and  even  then  we  must  n'lnemlxsr  that  the  pe- 
riod of  healing  varies  even  for  the  same  o|)eration.  In  thixx;  cases 
ofsnbcataneous  resection  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  healing  took  place 
ia  five,  seven  and  twelve  week.^  ;  while  in  two  cases  of  subcutane- 
Cfsi  excision  of  ankylosed  clbow-joiuts,  the  wounds  healed  in  the 
witer  Lath  in  four  weeks.  A  case  of  excision  of  the  knee-joint  j)cr- 
!brmcil  at  Kiel,  rei|uiixHl  fourtefu  weeks  ;  while  another  case,  under 
the  iutluence  of  the  bath,  ro(|uiivil  only  eight  weeks.  It  must  bo 
imenibered,  however,  that  opiMation  woumls  sometimes  hoal  very 
zipi<My  under  the  onlinary  tivatinent.  Nevertheless,  ^I.  Langen- 
lccki»  inclined  to  believe  that  the  use  of  the  hith  promotes  cicatri- 
ladon. 

Will  tlie  employment  of  tlicl;ath  obviate  the  danger  of  pyemia? 
This  questiuu  cannot  yet  be  decide<lly  answercd  ;  but  M.  Langen- 
Veck  ha*  never  scon  pya*niia  atteutl  this  treatment,  although  it  oc- 
ecm.tl  at  the  >ame  time  in  other  patients  under  his  care.  Chilling 
of  the  wounil,  n?teniiou  and  decomjiosition  of  the  secretions,  and 
fiU.^mita,  are  the  cause.-*  of  pVtTniia.  The>e  are  obviattnl  l»y  the 
^tt  Ml  the  bath  ;  although  the  possibility  of  the  occurrence  of  pyn* 
&li  cannot  be  denied. 
32 
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M.  Langenbeck  relates  several  cases  in  wluoh  he  baa  employed 
the  treatment  described,  viz  : — 

1.  Componnd  comminnted  fracture  of  the  right  leg ;  2.  Oate- 
osarcoma  of  the  right  tibia ;  amputation  immediately  below  the 
kneo  ;  8.  Carcinoma  of  the  foot ;  ampnta^ion  by  Lisfranc's  method; 
4  and  5.  Ankylosis  of  the  right  elbow ;  subcntaneons  resection  ;  6. 
Mednllary  cancer  of  the  pateUa ;  removal  of  the  patella,  and  ezcie- 
ion  of  ihe  ends  of  the  bones  ;  7.  Large  fibrous  tumour  on  the  outer 
side  of  the  knee ;  extirpation ;  joint  opened  ;  extensive  gangrene 
and  sanions  suppuration,  Recovery  took  place  in  all  the  cases  ex- 
cept the  last. 

In  the  Deutsche  Elinik  for  October  13, 1855.  Dr.  Fock  publiabes 
some  further  observations.  The  following  are  the  cases  in  which 
the  use  of  the  bath  is  indicated  :  1.  All  large  wounds  of  the  soft 
parts,  whether  it  be  desired  to  heal  them  by  the  first  intention  or 
not.  2.  Penetrating  wounds  of  the  joint.  8.  Oompound  fractmes, 
as  soon  as  inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  skin  and  oellalar 
tissues  set  in.  4.  Lacerations  of  the  soft  parts  of  the  hands  and 
feet,  with  or  without  injury  of  the  bones.  5.  After  lithotomyt 
urethrotomy,  operation  for  hernia  ,  removal  of  uterine  tnmours,  ex- 
tirpation of  the  ovary.  6.  Caries.  7.  Whitlow,  diffuse phl^mon, 
and  acute  suppurative  oedema.  8.  Gangrene.  9.  Bums.  10.  Acate 
and  chronic  mflammation  of  the  joints.  11.  Operations  for  anky- 
osis  and  contracted  joints,  whether  by  rupture  or  osteology.  [12. 
The  Cffsarean  section  ?] — Association  Med.  Journ.,  l^Iarch  8, 1856. 


Surgical  Uses  of  Glycerine. — In  our  preceding  No.  (p.  518),  we 
noticed  some  observ^ations  made  by  M.  Dcmarquay  on  the  surgical 
applications  of  glycerine.  Since  M.  Dcmarquay  published  his  re- 
marks, further  experiments  have  been  made  on  the  the  subject,  the 
result  of  which  lias  been  published  (  Gazette  Medicate  de  Paris,  Jan- 
uary 26, 1856)  by  M.  Lutton.  He  describes  first  the  physical,  and 
then  the  therapeutic  effects  of  glycerine. 

1.  Physical  Effects. — Being  of  an  oily  appearance,  while  it  is  of 
the  consistence  of  syrup,  it  prevents  the  dressings  from  adhering  to 
the  wound  ;  and  by  its  solubility  in  water,  it  sdlows  the  wounds  to 
be  readily  cleaned.  Glycerine  evidently  moderates  suppuration  ; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  being  very  hygrometic,  it  keeps  the  parts 
constantly  moist,  and  prevents  the  products  of  exudation  from  con- 
creting. To  obtain  this  result,  it  is  necessaiy  to  apply  the  glycerine 
in  abundance,  and  to  impregnate  the  charpie  and  linen  well  with  it. 
It  protects  the  parts  from  the  action  of  the  air,  and  maintains  them 
at  a  sufficiently  high  temperature.  In  these  respects,  glycerine  is 
bupcrior  to  fatty  matters  for  surgical  dressings. 

2.  Therapeutic  Uses. — ^The  first  effect  of  the  application  of  the 
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glycerine  is  to  produce  a  slight  prickling  sensation,  which,  however, 
is'foon  cAlmcd,  and  is  never  very  distressing. 

Sim/^U  Wounds. — In  onlinnry  wounds,  whether  accidental  or 
tnigical,  and  free  from  complication,  glycerine  has  no  very  inani- 
iest action.  Under  itK  application,  wounds  heal  :it  least  as  soon  as 
under  mo'^t  neutral  local  applirations,  and  almost  the  only  circum- 
■Unce  of  any  note  is  the  small  amount  of  suppuration.  Besides 
thw,  there  is'  scarcely  ever  an  exuberance  of  granulations. 

Bums, — In  different  degrees  of  burns,  glycerine  is  a  very  conve- 
Birat  and  efficacious  application.  Patients  who  have  Iteen  treated 
by  tlie  transcnrrent  cauter\%  on  account  of  white  swelling,  sciata, 
etc.,  have  ohjocteil  to  be  dressetl  with  glycerine,  on  the  ground  that 
ihebnni  healed  too  quickly,  and  did  not  ''draw"  enough.  Tlie 
happy  effect  of  glycerine  has  l^een  remarkably  observed  in  a  case  of 
burn  in  the  second  <iegme,  produced  by  an  explosion  in  a  mine. 

DiphtheritU  of  Woundn. — In  the  llospital  of  St.liouis,  wounds, 
darinsT  the  first  days  of  their  production,  present  a  grayish,  almost 
diphtheritic  appearance,  anil  become  clean  slowly.  Uu«ler  the  iuflu- 
€ttoe  of  glycerine,  this  condition,  more  troublesome  than  .serious,  is 
anescted ;  the  wound  assumes  a  rosy  aspect,  without  any  exulier- 
nce  of  granulations. 

ffojtpiial  Ganprenf. — It  was  for  this  affection  that  glycerine  was 
first  employe<l  in  the  Hospital  of  St.  Louis.  The  disease  in  the  first 
ci«e  was  x-^ry  extensive,  and  had  l»een  unsucwssfully  treated  by 
lemon-juice,  quinine,  and  even  by  strong  nitric  acid  and  the  actual 
eanterr.  In  this,  as  in  two  other  cases,  glycerine  was  completely 
raecesxful. 

AbsctMsei  and  Purulent  Deposits. — In  de^^j)  wounds  and  sinuous 
vloer«,  glycerine  has  been  use«l,  either  by  hoiivj;  introdnce*!  on  a  piece 
of  charpio.  or  as  an  injection.  The  amount  of  suppuration  has 
been  remarkably  dimini>hed,  and  the  priod  of  cicatrizatiun  has 
been  smaller.  M.  Demarquay  has  also  injected  glycerine  into  cold 
aod  congestive  abscesses,  and  those  in  conncc-tion  with  iutlained 
bones,  with  complete  success. 

ClcerM. — Chronic,  varico^^e,  gangrenous,  and  other  u1c(ts,  liavo 
leo«^me  rapidly  clean  under  tb<»  influence  of  glycerine.  The  surface 
throws  out  granulations,  and  cicatrization  soon  takes  plac*e.  Rest 
if  a  powerful  and  necessary  ait  I. 

Ckancren. — <tlycerine  thou<;h  it  has  no  specific  action  on  chan- 
CTW.  raj'idly  cleans  the  surface,  and  causes  tlinm  to  a^^sunie  a 
healthy  apj^earance. 

DUtates  of  the  Xcrk  nf  the  Uterus. — MM.  Trousseau  and  Aran 
hav»?  already  employeil  glycerine,  but  with  little  satisfart ion,  in  ute- 
rine atTections.  M.  Demarquay,  however,  ban  found  it  n*n^{\\\  \\\ 
iimple  or  granular  ulceration  uf  the  corvix.  When  the  ulceration 
\u^  kievn  chronic,  or  when  the  cervix  was  rather  enlarged  and  tuuie- 
&!r«i,  caa^tic  applications  were  also  maile.  <  rlyccrinc  was  then  ap- 
plied by  means  of  wadding :  after  the  separation  of  the  eschar,  the 
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secretions,  comraonly  to  abandant  and  fetid,  were  remarkably  mo- 
derate in  quantity. 

In  vaginitis,  also,  glycerine  has  been  applied  ;  but  hero,  as  in 
diseases  of  the  cervix  uteri,  nothing  conclusive  can  as  yet  be  arrived 
at  regarding  its  efficacy. 

The  editor  of  the  Med.  Times  and  Oaz,  states  (April  22,  1856) 
that  he  has  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  watching  a  trial  of  the 
remedy  by  Mr.  Skey,  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The  first 
few  cases  in  which  it  was  resorted  to  appeared  greatly  benefitted, 
and  Mr.  Skey  was  induced  by  their  result  to  direct  its  general  use. 
His  final  conclusion,  however,  as  stated  in  clinical  remarks,  has 
been,  that  the  remedy  possesses  no  peculiar  virtues  whatever.  A 
considerable  number  of  sores  heal  rapidly  during  its  use,  as  indeeed 
they  would  do  under  that  of  any  non-irritating  application  which 
would  exclude  the  air  and  prevent  drying ;  in  those,  however, 
which  have  assumed  an  utihealthy  state,  and  which  resist  the  infla- 
ence  of  other  like  remedies,  it  effects  nothing  whatever.  A  smaller 
series  of  trials  by  Mr.  Hutdiinson  on  patients  at  the  Metropolitan 
Free  Hospital,  have  led  him  to  the  same  conclusion  with  Mr. 
Skey.  Unheidthy  sores  dressed  with  it  for  periods  <^  three  weeks 
have  remained  precisely  in  statu  quo.  It  is  an  agreeable  application, 
causes  no  smarting,  excludes  the  air,  keeps  the  sore  moist,  and  does 
not  adhere  to  the  edges  ;  but  beyond  these  it  appears  to  possess  no 
recommendations-  While  moi-e  expensive,  it  seems  little,  if  at  all, 
superor  to  olive  or  almond  oil.  It  may  seem  difficult  to  reconcile 
the  great  discrepancy  between  foreign  and  Engli.sh  experience  which 
these  cunclusions  show.  Itraiglit,  perliaps,  scarcely  bo  deemed  fair 
to  insinuate,  that  on  the  Coulinent  the  employment  of  dressings 
which  simply  exclude  air,  and  are  themselves  non-irritating,  is  not 
so  well  undei-stood  as  among  ourselves,  and  that,  consequently, 
credit  has  been  given  to  a  single  remedy  which  belongs  rather  to 
the  whole  class.  Such,  however,  wo  suppose  is,  to  some  extent, 
th6  case.  In  one  case,  recoixled  bp  M.  Petel,  the  source  of  fallacy  is 
tran.sparent.  A  woman  came  under  his  care  for  pl1agella^uic  stom- 
atitis. Glycerine  was  applieil,  and  chlorate  of  potash  given,  A 
very  rapid  cure,  of  course,  occuritxi.  The  narration  reminds  one  of 
Voltaii-e's  assertion,  that  he  could  cosily  kill  a  flock  of  sheep  by 
spells  of  witchcraft,  provided,  at  the  same  time,  he  might  mix  a 
little  arsenic  with  their  food. 


UNITED  STxVTES. 

7'he  Pathology  and  Cause  of  Sun-stroke, 

The  question  is  often  asked.  What  is  "  sun-stroke  ?"  and  where 

any  definite  answer  is  given,  we  are  usually  told  that  the  disease  or 

accident  in  question  is  apoj)lexy  or  extensive  congestion   of  the 

brain,  caused  by  the  direct  action  of  the  sun's  rays  upon  the  head. 


Progreu  of  Mtdicine.  (08 

4aring  the  exoanivaly  hot  weather  in  summer.  In  acconlance  with 
this  view  of  the  pathology  of  the  malady,  tha  treatment  frequently 
•Kommended,  and  till  of  late  frequently  a«lopted,  confiistR  princi- 
pally of  veneflection,  to  relieve  the  overloaded  vessels,  followed  by 
IW  application  of  cold  to  the  head.  It  is  remarkable  that  an  nfho- 
lion  which  provea  fatal  to  numbers  duriog  the  hot  season,  should 
knvtt  so  little  attracted  the  attention  of  pathologists,  that  its  name 
is  hsrdly  to  fas  found  in  any  treatise  on  tlio  practice  of  medicine  or 
BVgBry.  Notvithstanding  this  omission,  however,  the  attention  of 
Medical  men  is  frequently  called  to  the  disease,  as  it  occurs  especially 
m  oar  laige  cities,  and  we  Ixilieve  that  careful  observation  has 
•sUblished  a  more  correct  pathology,  and  a  more  rational  treatment 
of  it.  We  believe  it  is  now  generally  a<lmitted  that  sun-stroke  is 
a  state  of  nervous  exhaustion  from  extreme  heat,  and  that  the 
brain,  instead  of  Iwing  gorged  with  blood,  is,  in  many  cases  at 
least,  if  not  all,  in  a  state  of  anosmia,  and  that  the  patient  is  in 
a  condition  somewhat  resembling  extreme  syncope.  Hence  the 
iadications  for  treatment  are  the  employment  of  stimulants,  rather 
Aaa  of  depletives. 

We  notice,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Detroit  Mediatl  Independent, 
WL  iatflresting  paper  on  this  subject,  by  Dr.  Banford  B.  Hunt, 
^ich  we  would  gladly  transfer  to  our  pages,  did  our  space  allow. 
b  is  among  the  selected  articles,  but  we  are  not  informed  from 
vkat  sonroe  it  was  taken.  Dr.  Hunt  considers  that  direct  exposure 
ts  As  sun  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  the  production  of  the  diKcase, 
1m  although  imdonbtedly  the  larger  number  of  cases  occnr  in  the 
MSB  ur.  still  many  take  place  within  doora,  or  in  cloudy  weather. 
Vmn%  the  month  of  August,  1854,  of  235  deaths  from  sun-stroke, 
IB  were  those  of  females,  whence  Dr.  Hunt  concludes  that  some  of 
the  cases  at  least  must  have  occurred  under  shelter.  Quoting  from 
a  Tsloable  paper  by  Dr.  H.  D.  Swift,  on  Exhaustion  from  the  Efiects 
sf  Heat,  Dr.  Hunt  says  that  eleven  persons  were  attacked  one  morn- 
ing in  a  laundry  of  a  large  hotel,  and  several  others  in  a  sugar 
idincrr,  and  the  cases  corresponded,  both  in  symptoms  and  lesions, 
with  those  which  occurred  during  exposure  to  the  sun. 

The  supposed  condition  of  cerebral  congestion  has  arisen,  we  are 
iadined  to  think,  from  the  symptoms  rather  than  from  poMt  mortem 
demonstration.  When  a  person  falls  down  in  a  state  of  insensi- 
bility, often  accompanied  with  convulsions,  it  is  natural  to  think 
at  once  of  apoplexy  or  a  state  approaching  it,  and  venesection 
snggnts  itself  as  an  appropriate  rcmcily  ;  but  on  further  examining 
the  patient,  we  find  the  skin  pale  and  cool,  the  pulse  rapid  and 
Um,  and  the  general  condition  that  of  extreme  prostration.  So 
tar  as  poai  wtorUm  examinations  have  been  made  in  this  disease,  the 
above  views  are  in  the  main  confirmed.  Dr.  Swift,  in  the  paper 
above  alloded  to,  says  that  he  has  met  with  but  very  fow  cases  of 
oersbral  conigestion,  among  a  very  laige  number  of  examinations. 
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Pr.  Hnnt  considers  tbat  a  bigh  temperatnro,  combined  witb  a 
considerable  degree  of  bnmiditj,  is  the  essential  condition  for  tbe 
production  of  the  disease.  Nervous  exhaustion  is  not  produced  bj 
a  high,  yet  a  dry  heat.  A  temperature  of  185  degrees  may  be  bone 
for  half  an  hour  without  great  discomfort,  but  no  person  could  \vft 
in  a  vapor-bath  of  that  heat.  "  The  effect  of  surplus  moisture  in 
prostrating  the  nervous  system,  impairing  the  vigor  of  the  heart's 
action,  and  producing  syncope,  is  as  well  known  as  the  vapor  bath, 
and  needs  no  comment.  Ine  symptoms  of  ecmp  de  ioleil,  in  its 
ordiiiaTy  form,  are  precisely  similar  to  prolonged  syncope.  Hie 
exhausting  influence  of  a  sultry  day,  or  of  a  hot  sun  direct! v  after  a 
shower,  are  familiar  instances  of  the  ^fect  of  a  high  humidity  upon 
the  system." 


d^bitorial. 


As  ihiB  is  the  season  in  which  the  various  Medical  CoO^gea 
throughout  the  extent  of  our  wide  spread  Continent,  are  actively 
engaged  in  issuing  their  announcements  for  the  coming  winter, 
quite  a  number  of  their  cards  will  appear  in  the  advertising  sheet  of 
the  present  number  of  the  Lancet.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  impor- 
tance to  students  that  they  should  make  a  judicious  and  early  selec- 
tion of  a  school  for  their  future  alma  mater,  and  therefore  we  ear- 
nestly invite  attention  to  those  cards. 

Being  connected  with  the  interest  of  medical  teaching  in  Cincin- 
nati, and  feeling  a  pride  in  the  success  of  any  honorable  enterprise 
in  the  city  we  claim  as  our  home,  it  is  natural  that  our  predilections 
should  be  in  favor  of  our  own  schools,  though  we  would  not  desire 
to  exercise  any  undue  influence  or  persuasion  to  turn  any  from  the 
many  excellent  schools  that  surround  us,  .on  the  East  and  West, 
on  the  North  and  8outh. 

In  Cincinnati  we  are  both  "blessed"  and  "cursed"  with  many 
schools, — regular,  irregular,  and  defective ;  of  these,  two  only  can 
receive  our  commendation ;  in  those  alone  can  a  diploma  be  obtained 
that  an  honorable  man  would  not  "  blush  and  hang  his  head  with 
shame  to  own."  The  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  the  oldest  Medical 
institution  in  the  West,  is  too  well  known  to  all  the  readera  of  the 
Laticet  to  require  any  praise  from  us.  The  too  frequent  changes  in 
her  faculty,  that  have  marked  the  few  last  years  of  her  history,  seem 
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BOW  to  Iw  happQy  at  an  end»  as  it  will  be  foand  that  every  member 
of  the  past  Bassion  will  be  at  his  post  during  the  coming  winter, 
though  we  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  two  valuable  additions 
to  her  corpse  of  teachers.  Prof.  S.  M.  Lawbon,  so  long  and  favor- 
ably known  as  an  accomplished  teacher,  after  an  absence  of  two 
SaaaionA  from  the  School,  has  again  returned  to  his  familiar  posi- 
tion,— the  theory  and  practice  of  Medicine.  E.  8.  Wayne,  an  expe- 
rienced analytical  and  practical  Chemist  and  Pharmaceutist,  will 
lactnre  on  experimental  Chemistry  and  practical  Pharmacy.  These 
additions  add  much  to  the  strength  of  the  school,  and  will  doubt- 
len  receive  the  cordial  approbation  of  both  our  students  and 
dtmmni. 

The  Miami  Medical  College  a  young  but  vigorous  rival  of  the 
Medical  College  of  Ohio,  presents  again  an  unbroken  front,  and  is, 
we  hope,  pursuing  an  honorable  course  to  merited  success. 

We  feel  in  duty  bound  to  invite  all  students  who  may  favor  this 
dty  with  their  presence  in  the  coming  winter,  to  give  these  two 
ichools  their  undivided  consideration.  Let  the  question  -'  which  of 
these  shall  I  attend?"  be  the  only  one  to  occupy  their  minds,  and 
be  decided  on  after  their  arrival  in  the  city,  if  they  do  not  wish  to 
fin  their  future  professional  career  with  regret  and  repentance. 


PRACTICAL  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  E.  8.  Wayne,  a  gentleman  who  has  gained  much  celebrity 
■■  an  analytical  Chemist  and  practical  Pharmaceutist,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Lecturer  on  Practical  Pharmacy  in  the  Medical  College  of 
OUo. 

We  regard  this  as  a  good  move  in  the  right  direction.  There  is  no 
dspArtment  of  a  practical  medical  education  so  much  neglected,  and 
Isr  pnctitioners,  especially  in  the  country,  none  more  useful.  We 
loobat  not  but  it  will  be  appreciated  by  the  Class  as  a  valuable 
ptft  of  their  course  of  instruction. 


BT  We  have  receive  from  the  publishers,  for  notice,  the  follow- 
ing works  which  may  be  found  by  purchasers  at  H.  W.  Derby's. 
'-Dunglison  on  New  Itemed ios."  "  Simpson's  Obstetric  Works, 
iecond   Series."     **  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by  E.  8. 
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Bradford,  Third  Edition."  Gardner  on  Sterility.*'  "Gaipenter 
on  the  Microscope."  '*  Wright  on  Headache."  Also,  the  "Trana- 
actions  of  the  South  Carolina  Medical  Association  of  1856." 
History  of  Ligature  Applied  to  the  Brachio-Cephalic  Artery,  by 
Paul  F.  Eve,  M.  D."  '*  Encysted  Osseous  Tumors,  or  a  thin 
membranous  Cyst,  developed  in  Cancellous  Structure  of  Bone» 
and  surrounded  by  a  thin,  Bony  Wall."  By  Alden  March,.  M.  D." 
In  our  next  issue,  a  more  extended  notice  will  be  given  of  thea 
valuable  contributions  to  science. 


Prof.  L.  M.  Lawsok. 

We  are  gratified  in  beiag  able  to  announce  the  election  of  Prop. 
Lawson  to  the  Chair  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  tho 
Medical  College  of  Ohio. 

Of  Pbof.  liAwsoH'a  abilities  as  as  a  teacher  it  is  needless  for  us 
to  speak.  He  ban  been  long  known  to  the  profession  as  a  writer 
and  teacher,  and  few  men  occupy  a  more  oommanding  position* 


Died  in  this  dty,  on  Thursday  morning,  the  10th  inst.,  at 
8^  o'clock,  after  a  protracted  illness,  Prof.  Johx  Lockb,  in  the 
65th  year  of  his  age. 

The  above  announcement,  which  appeared  in  our  city  papers, 
cast  a  gloom  of  sadness  over  many  minds,  as  it  told  of  the  extin- 
guishment of  one  of  the  great  lights  that  had  for  a  long  time 
illuminated  the  Halls  of  science  in  this  city.  The  learning — the 
deep  searching  mind — the  industry  and  enthusiasm  in  the  pursuit 
of  knowledge,  possessed  by  Prof.  Locke,  are  attributes,  seldom  en- 
joyed in  so  eminent  a  degree  as  that  which  made  him  distinguished 
among  the  learned  men  of  our  age.  Prof.  Locke  had  few  equals, 
and  perhaps  no  superiors,  in  a  knowledge  of  the  Natural  Sciences, 
particularly  in  the  departments  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philoso- 
phy, with  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  Mechanics. 

Dr.  Locke  was  born  on  the  19th  of  Feb.,  1792,  in  Freyburg,  Me. 
After  acquiring  a  preliminary  education  in  his  native  State,  he 
entered  Yale  College,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  with  distinguish- 
ed ardor,  and  received  his  degree.  He  subsequently  removed  to  the 
West,  and  in  1837  was  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Chemistry  in 
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tlM  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  which  he  filled  with  great  ability 
imtfl  1858. 

Some  months  previoos  to  his  death  it  was  remarked  by  his 
flnends  that  his  natarally  vigorous  constitution  was  rapidly  failing. 
It  was  obvioos  that  the  "  silver  cord"  would  soon  be  loosened,  and 
that  his  groat  mind  must  ere  long  return  to  the  God  who  gave  it. 

A  poMt  mortem  examination  of  his  remains  was  made  by  Prof. 
Blackman,  and  the  appearances  were  reported  as  follows  : 

"There  was  no  disease  of  the  heart  or  lungs,  but  the  heart  and 
entire  arterial  system  was  at  least  one-third  larger  than  usual.  The 
fiver  presented  considerable  indications  of  disease,  but  was  not  par- 
ticnlmrly  enlaiged.  The  kidneys  were  congested  and  apparently 
gnBular,  but  only  softened  ;  they  were  about  the  usual  size. 
The  brain  exhibited  conditions  of  softening  in  the  middle  and 
posterior  lobes  of  the  left  side ;  the  remarkable  feature  of  the  organ 
was  its  weight — fifty-six  ounces — much  more  than  the  average; 
mod  the  depth  of  the  convolutions,  which  were  fully  one  and  a 
quarter  inches." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  profession  held  in  the  Office  of 
Dr.  C.  Woodward,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  great  disposer  of  events  to  remove 
by  death  our  distinguished  fnend  and  brother,  Dr.  John  Locke ; 
toA  whereas,  it  is  right  for  the  living  to  pay  just  tribute  to  the 
fflnstrious  dead ;  therefore, 

Retoived,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Locke  our  community  has  lost 
one  of  its  brightest  ornaments,  and  science  one  of  her  most  ardent 
YoCariM. 

RiMolved,  That  to  him,  as  instructor  of  youth  in  the  earlier  stage 
of  his  bright  career,  many  of  our  mothers  and  sisters  are  indebted 
for  that  intelligence  and  cultivation  which  ever  distinguished  his 
pnpils. 

Ite9olw§d,  That  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  College 
of  Ohio,  ho  discharged  faithfully  and  acceptably  the  duties  of  his 
department,  won  the  affection  and  respect  of  the  students,  and  con- 
Inbated  his  full  share  to  the  hucoess  of  that  institution. 

JteMolved^  That  as  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  useful  arts,  and 
public  lecturer  upon  Chemistry  and  Mechanical  Philosophy,  all 
dasses  of  onr  citizens  are  under  deep  obligation  to  him,  and  will 
charish  his  memory  as  a  public  benefactor. 

Hesoived,  Tliat  in  the  walks  of  experimental  philosophy  and 
scientific  research,  he  not  only  stood  pre-eminent  among  us,  but 
also  occupied  a  proud  position  among  the  savans  of  Europe,  and 
■hed  lustre  upon  the  American  name. 

RetcivHif  That  we  especially,  as  medical  men,  are  called  to 
Bonm  the  loss  of  one  who,  though  not  directly  engaged  in  the 
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practical  duties  of  onr  calling,  has,  nevertheless,  by  his  unwearied 
investigations,  shod  much  light  npon  our  professional  pathway, 
and  contributed  rich  gifts  to  medical  literature. 

Beadved^  That  as  an  expression  of  our  own  sorrow,  and  onr 
sympathy  with  the  bereaved  family,  we  will  attend  the  funeral  this 
afternoon. 

Resdvtd,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  published  in  the  dafly 
papers,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 


The  important  facts  contained  in  the  following  communication, 
were  received  too  late  by  Prof.  B.  to  be  incorporated  in  the  artiole 
under  the  head  of  '  Oorrespondence'  p.  469.  The  phenomena  le- 
vealed  by  the  autopsy  have  certainly  taken  us  by  surprise,  for  we 
had  no  doubt  after  a  dose  examination  of  the  existence  of  a 
dislocation. 

Mr.  EnnoB  : — Last  evening  I  received  from  the  attending 
physician,  an  account  of  the  appearances  presented  in  the  fatal  case 
referred  to  in  my  communication  on  the  reduction  of  old  disloca- 
tions. This  unfortunate  case  is  remarkable  for  this,  among  other 
circumstances,  viz.  the  number  and  character  of  the  professional 
gentlemen,  who,  with  myself,  believed  in  the  existence  of  ditloeatUm, 
No  less  than  twelve  practitioners  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
patient's  residence,  and  three  of  the  first  surgeons  in  Cincinnati, 
like  myself,  supposed  that  they  felt  the  head  of  the  bone  under  the 
head  of  the  pectoral  muscle.  It  should  be  remembered,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  examination  made  by  those  of  us  residing  in  Cincinnati, 
sixteen  weeks  had  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the  accident. 

Careful  measurement  showed  no  difference  in  the  length  of  the 
two  arms.  The  elbow  was  separated  from  the  side,  nor  could  it  be 
depressed  without  considerable  force.  Rotation,  made  by  seizing 
the  condyles  of  the  humerus,  rendered  the  upper  end  of  the  shaft 
readily  perceptible  under  the  pectoral  muscle  ;  and  there  existed 
likewise  a  depression  under  the  acromion  process.  Although  there 
was  some  fullness  in  the  glenoid  cavity,  the  head  of  the  bone  could 
not  be  detected  in  that  situation. 

The  following  extract  from  the  account  of  the  autopsy,  will  show 
at  once  the  cause  of  the  error  into  which  so  many  of  us  were  led  : 

"  This  disclosed  a  transverse  fracture  of  the  anatomical  neck  of 
the  humerus,  apparently  as  close  to  the   capsular  ligament  as 
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pouibb.  The  head  of  the  bone  remained  in  the  glenoid  cavity 
snzToimded  bj  the  capsnlar  ligament  which  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  torn.  On  dividing  this,  and  turning  the  head  of  the  bone  oat 
cyf  the  cavity,  the  joint  did  not  appear  to  have  suffered  mechanical 
injury.  The  fracture  acrpss  the  cancellated  part  of  the  bone  was 
eonchoidal,  leaving  the  upper  end  of  the  shaft  of  a  concave  form. 
The  upper  end  of  the  shaft  lay  a  little  in  front  of  the  joint,  was 
readily  moved,  and  raised  into  the  bed  where  it  had  rested  for  many 
weeks.  When  tn  this  position  the  end  of  the  coracoid  process  and 
the  insertion  of  the  pectorulis  minor  rested  in  the  concave  end  of  the 
6oiw,  and  caused  it  to  appear  about  of  its  natural  length, 

"  The  posterior  part  of  the  shaft  had  lain  in  contact  with  the 
fractared  portion  of  the  head,  something  more  than  an  inch  from 
that  of  the  shaft.  At  this  point  diore  had  been  an^effort  to  form  a 
re-nnion.  There  was  a  callus  attached  to  the  shaft,  and  several 
fngmenta  nf  bony  matter,  probably  broken  loose  from  the  portions 
which  they  were  designed  to  connect.  They  were  attached  to  the 
ddtoid  muscle  which  they  had  served  to  agglutinate  over  the  head 
of  the  bone.  The  humerus  was  sound  and  presented  no  sign  of  ever 
having  been  fractured  or  otherwise  injured,  in  any  part  than  that 
which  haa  been  described." 

In  my  next  I  hope  to  present  the  early  history  of  the  case,  at 
which  period  he  was  attended  by  a  prominent  practitioner  of  Pitts - 
boi|^h.  Dr.  McCook,  Jr.,  who,  it  is  but  justice  to  add,  from  the 
first,  r^gftrded  it  as  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  humerus.  This 
view  of  the  case  was  also  taken  by  Prof.  Muasey,  but,  the  impres- 
•ion  left  on  the  mind  of  the  attending  physician,  from  his  interview 
with  Prof.  M.  was  that  he  regarded  the  fracture  as  complicating  the 
dislocation.  Owing  to  Prof.  Mussey's  absence  from  the  city,  I  am 
nable,  as  I  would  wish,  to  learn  his  opinion  from  his  own  lips. 

Your,  dpc. 
G.  C.  B. 

The  yonng  man  whose  hip  we  reported,  in  our  March  number, 
ai  havbg  been  reduced  by  Prof.  Blackman»  after  six  months 
standing,  is  now  in  the  Commercial  Hospital.  Ho  can  evert,  or 
invert,  his  foot  as  readily  as  that  on  the  sound  side,  and  can  flex 
and  extend  the  whole  limb  with  caw?.  Tlie  limb  appears  to  be 
shortened  about  throe-quarters  of  an  inch,  which  is  doubtless  due 
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to  the  partial  obliteration,  axid  widening  of  the  aoefeabnlmn,,  and  the 
change  produced  on  the  head  of  the  bone,  by  long  continued  prea* 
sore  on  the  ileum.  Prof.  B.  will  be  happy  to  exhibit  thia  patient 
to  any  surgeon  who  may  feel  sceptical  in  refexenoe  to  the  reduction. 
We  have  carefully  examined  him,  and  feel  warranted  in  making  th0\ 
above  observations. 


isctlhneons. 

Removal  o/Aflk  in  the  Breast, — Mr.  Gibbon  states  in  the  Lancets 
that  the  application  of  belladonna  to  the  mamma  is  an  excellent 
means  of  checking  the  seoretion  of  milk.  With  a  lotion  consisting 
of  half  a  drachm  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  to  half  a  pint  of  water^ 
he  has  succeeded  in  arresting  the  secretion  in  three  protracted  casea, 
where  a  variety  of  expedients  had  failed. 

I^ew  InMtrumerU  for  the  AnoLytie  of  Milk, — ^Leconte's  galacto- 
meter,  which  determines  with  tolerable  rapidity  and  exactness  the 
quantity  of  butter  present  in  milk,  consists  of  a  glass  tube,  two 
cubic  centimetres  wide,  the  lower  end  of  which  is  closed.  The  tube 
is  divided  into  fi\Q  parts,  each  containing  ^we  cubic  centimetres. 
To  the  upper  end  of  this  tube  a  second  and  less  broad  glass  tube  is 
attached,  divided  into  1-20  cubic  centimetres,  haviug  a  short  and 
broader  tube  for  use  as  a  funnel  fixed  to  its  upper  end.  Five  cubic 
centimetres  of  the  milk  to  be  tested  are  poured  into  the  galactometer, 
and  then  twenty  cubic  centimetres  of  acetic  acid.  When  the  funnel 
end  of  the  tube  is  closed,  and  the  instrument  well  shakco,  to  coagu- 
late the  casein,  which  afterwards  dissolves  in  the  excess  of  acetic 
acid,  the  butter  rises  to  the  surface  of  the  fluid  in  the  narrow  tube 
in  the  form  of  cream,  and  by  warming  the  fluid  a  little,  to  facilitate 
the  separation  of  the  fat,  the  quantity  of  butter  may  be  easily  read 
off  at  the  graduation  of  the  narrow  tube. — London  Lancet. 

Treatment  of  Ascarides. — A  correspondent  of  the  London  Lancet 
Fays,  that  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  he  has  successfully  treated 
adults  affected  with  the  troublesome  ascarides  by  administering  a 
wine-glassful  of  the  infusion  of  quassia  half  an  hour  before  break- 
fast, dinner,  and  supper;  but  the  plan  must  be  pursued  for  two 
months  without  intermission. 

Another  correspondent  says,  **  The  best  treatment  I  have  found 
for  ascarides  has  been  an  injection  of  half  a  pint  of  lime  water 
every  second  or  third  night,  cleaning  the  bowels  well  out  the  fol- 
lowing morning  with  a  dose  of  compound  scammony  powder." 
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Dr.  Robert  Lee*9  opinion  of  Ovariotomy, — After  having  been  con- 
salted  several  times  about  a  tumor,  Bupposcil  to  l>e  an  enlarged 
ovarium  in  a  young  lady,  her  parents  having  for  the  first  time  heanl 
of  ovariotomy,  returned  to  tiic  Doctor,  lie  says  :  **  Apparently 
their  purpose  in  calling  upon  me,  was  not  so  much  to  obtain  my 
sanction  to  the  proc^ing  as  indirectly  to  reproach  me  for  not 
having  long  before  recommended  or  performed  an  operation  which 
they  bclieve<l  to  be  so  efficacious  and  tlevoid  of  danger.  Instead  of 
ofTcring  my  observations  on  the  propriety  of  the  operation,  I  took 
down  Vol.  xxvii.  oi  i\\Q Medico- Chirurgicat  Transactions,  and  tuni- 
ing  to  Mr.  B.  Phillip'd  Table  of  '  0])eration.s  for  the  extraction  of 
Ovarian  Tnmors/  begged  them  to  run  their  eyes  along  the  column 
of  rtsults.  In  this  they  saw  the  word  ^de'^tK  re])eato<l  tioenty-eight 
iimeif  thrice  three  times  running,  and  once  four  times  without  any 
intervening  case  of  '  cure'  or  '  recovery.*  Nothing  further  was  said 
Inspecting  the  operation  on  that  day." — Xashvillt  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Resolvent  Ointments. — ^M.  Guepin  strongly  recommends  the  fol- 
lowing ointment  in  scrofidous  swellings  : — liard,  30  parts  ;  sal 
ammoniac,  2;  iodide  of  lead,  1.  lu  rheumatism  as  met  with 
among  the  hboring  classe;:,  sailors,  etc.,  he  ha«  foimd  the  follow- 
ing very  useful :— -Lard,  30  parts  ;  carl)on.  of  animon.,  2  to  5  ; 
calomel,  5  ;  ext.  of  opium,  3  ;  ext.  of  hyoscy.  6. — Bull,  de  Therap. 
mnd  London  Med.  limes. 

Tteo  pieces  of  Xecdle  removed  from  the  Thigh  ajfer  a  srjoum  of 
forty-five  years. — On  the  9th  of  Foliruary,  l^.'iG.  Mr.  El»enezer 
Byrani,  age«l  53  years,  presented  himself  at  my  oHice  for  the  pur- 
po.se  of  having  his  thigh  exaniinetl,  which  he  said  v/as  swollen,  as 
his  physician  tuld  him,  from  the  '*  fever  settling  in  it,"  having  had 
a  fijKfll  of  typhoid  fever  some  twelvemonths  previous.  On  expo-iin;;^ 
the  limb,  I  found  the  thigh  on  its  external  side,  mueh  swollen,  red, 
and  inflame<l ;  the  surrounding  parts  heing  quite  hard,  and  about 
the  centre  of  the  thigh  on  its  external  si«Ie  was  a  small  soft  space 
about  the  size  of  a  silver  dollar,  which  fluctuated  on  ]'ercussion, 
showing  that  a  quantity  of  matter  was  contained  within.  1 
pinnged  a  large  abscess  lancet  into  this  soft  plju-e,  and  ilischarginl 
abont  a  gill  of  thin  yellowish  fluid.  1  then  introduced  the  proln*, 
and  after  ficarching  for  some  time,  felt  the  probe  grate  against  some 
foreicfi  body.  I  immediately  withdrew  the  jirolie  and  introiluce«l  a 
fmall  i>air  of  forceps,  and  laid  hold  of  the  substance,  and  withdrew 
two  bits  of  what  appearetl  to  have  l>een  a  largo  sewing  mx?ille ;  esich 
piece  was  near  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  length.  Afrcr  iiitroilucing 
a  tent,  and  dressing  the  wound,  I  made  inquiry  conceming  his 
previous  history.  lie  informe*!  me.  that  when  about  eight  years  of 
age,  he  had  wliat  his  parents  callcfl  white  swelling ;  the  symptoms 
then  were  great  swelling,  pain,  and  rcilness  of  the  thigh,  which 


512  MUeellaneam. 

continued  to  trouble  and  pain  him  for  twdve  months  ;  but  at  no 
time  did  it  ever  discharge  matter,  but  gradually  subsided,  and  at  the 
end  of  twelve  months,  he  suffered  little  or  no  inconvenience  from 
it,  except  on  sitting  "  in  a  certain  manner"  in  a  chair,  or  in  riding 
on  horseback,  if  he  pressed  the  parts,  "  a  certain  way,'*  they  would 
feel  as  though  something  were  sticking  in  him ;  these  continued 
to  be  his  symptoms  up  to  September,  1855,  when  the  pain,  red- 
ness, and  swelling  increased  and  gave  him  so  much  trouble,  as  to 
induce  him  to  seek  advice ;  and  the  above  is  the  history  and  the 
result — y.  0.  Med.  <md  Surg.  Jour. 

On  the  Therapiutie  Action  of  the  Vapor  <^  Bi-SulphurH  of  Car- 
hon. — Dr.  Calvin  G-.  Page  recommends  the  vapor  of  bi-sulphuret 
of  carbon  to  be  applied  externally,  for  neuralgic  and  rheumatic 
pain,  by  holding  a  wide-mouthed  vial,  containing  half  a  drachm  of 
that  liquid,  so  that  the  vapor  will  be  brought  in  contact  with  the 
part  affected.  The  vapor  produces  at  first  a  sensation  of  coldnesB, 
then  a  feeling  of  warmth  with  prickling,  which  rapidly  increases 
until  it  can  no  longer  be  borne.  Dr.  Page  believes  it  to  be  a  valu- 
able agent  for  the  temporary  relief  of  pain,  and  in  certain  cases  with 
permanent  benefit. 

Action  of  Sugar  on  the  Teeth. — ^M.  Larez,  in  a  course  of  investi- 
gation, arrived  at  the  following  conclusion,  viz. — 

1.  Refined  sugar,  from  either  cane  or  beets,  is  injurious  to  healthy 
teeth,  either  by  immediate  contact  with  these  organs  or  by  the  gas 
developed,  owing  to  its  stoppage  in  the  stomach. 

2.  If  a  tooth  is  macerated  in  a  saturated  solution  of  sugar,  it 
is  so  much  altered  in  its  chemical  composition  that  it  becomes 
gelatinous,  and  its  enamel  opaque,  spongy,  and  easily  broken. 

3.  This  modification  is  due,  not  to  free  acid,  but  to  a  tendency 
of  sugar  to  combine  with  the  calcareous  basis  of  the  tooth. 

Eau  Sedative  de  Raspail  is  prepare<l  of  three  strengths  : — 
Take  of  Solution  of  ammonia  (22^)  60  parts  80  parts  100  parts 
Tincture  of  camphor,  10     "      10     "       10     " 

Common  salt,  60     "      60     *'       60     «« 

Water,  1000     "  1000     "  1000     " 

Dissolve  the  common  salt  in  the  water,  then  mix  the  camphor 
and  ammonia  together,  and  add  them  to  the  saline  solution. 
M.  Raspail  intends  No.  1  for  persons  whose  skin  is  easily  affected 
by  rubefacients ;  No  2  for  allaying  the  pain  from  the  sting  of 
insects,  and  No.  3  for  those  patients  who  have  a  hard,  callous 
skin.  It  is  employed  in  hemicrania,  cerebral  congestions,  and 
rheumatic  affections.  It  is  applied  by  compresses  to  the  part 
affected,  and  when  near  the  eyes  care  shoidd  be  extended  to  protect 
them. 
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Om  the  Alkaline  method  of  treatment  in  Aeuie  ItheumaHem. 

By  James  Graham,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and 

Therapeutics,  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio. 

Dr.  John  11.  Griscom,  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  New 
York  Hospital,  has  recently  presented  to  the  profession  the 
results  of  his  experience  in  the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism 
by  the  alkaline  method,  and  these  results  correspond  so  closely 
with  my  own  at  the  City  Infirmary,  during  my  late  connec- 
tion with  that  Institution,  that  I  venture  to  offer  a  few  general 
ranmrks  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  Griscom's  statistics  comprise  twenty-six  cases,  and  the 
ftTerage  time  that  his  patients  were  under  treatment  was 
iboat  thirteen  days ;  the  duration  of  the  whole  attack  aver- 
ipng  about  twenty -one  days.  Dr.  G.  asserts  that  under  the 
Bost  improved  plans  of  treatment  heretofore  pursued,  the 
average  duration  of  treatment  has  been  about  six  weeks. 
There  is  one  point  to  which  this  physician  particularly  alludes, 
ia  which  his  experience  is  strongly  corroborated  by  my  own, 
Tii:  the  freedom  from  cardiac  and  other  complications,  which 
attended  the  alkaline  treatment.  In  not  a  single  instance  did 
laeh  complication  manifest  itself  after  the  patient's  admission 
into  the  Hospital,  and  the  testimony  of  the  other  physicians 
88 
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of  the  Institution  establishes  the  same  fortunate  exemption. 
I  was  first  led  to  try  the  alkaline  method  by  the  perusal  of 
Dr.  Henry  William  Fuller^s  most  excellent  work  on  rheuma- 
tism. Dr.  Fuller^  as  many  are  aware^  maintains  that  in  acute 
rheumatism,  the  blood  is  contaminated  by  a  poison,  ^'wbich  is 
at  once  the  source  and  maintenance  of  the  mischief^"  and  he 
further  asserts  [p.  73],  that  this  materies  morhi  is  an  acid,  or 
an  acidulous  compound,  which  can  be  eliminated  only  by  a  free 
exhibition  of  alkalies  and  neutral  salts.  Ho  admits,  however, 
that  purgatives,  sudorifics,  and  diuretics,  by  promoting  the 
various  excretions,  may  assist  in  accomplishing  the  object,  yet 
alkalies  are  essential  to  prevent  the  further  formation,  and  to 
effect  the  elimination  of  the  morbific  element.  The  remedy 
preferred  by  Dr.  F.  is  the  potassio  tartrate  of  soda,  which  is 
readily  decomposed  in  the  stomach,  acts  quite  as  energetically, 
and  is  much  better  tolerated  than  corresponding  quantities  of 
the  alkaline  carbonates.  Dr.  F.  made  some  experiments  to 
determine  the  efficacy  of  impregnating  the  joints  ^affected 
with  alkaline  matter,  and  though  these  were  not  sufficiently 
extensive  to  enable  him  to  form  a  positive  opinion,  yet,  on  the 
whole,  they  "proved  extremely  satisfactory."  The  most 
serious  complication  of  acute  rheumatism,  it  is  needless  to  add, 
is  heart  disease.  The  frequency  with  which  this  occurs  may 
be  inferred  from  the  statistics  collected  by  Dr.  Fuller,  during 
the  period  he  held  the  office  of  medical  registrar  at  St.  George's 
Hospital,  London,  viz:  from  the  Ist  of  January,  1845,  to  the 
1st  of  May,  1848,  Of  379  cases  observed  by  him,  embracing 
all  the  examples  of  acute  and  sub-acute  rheumatism  admitted, 
the  heart  was  healthy  in  160  instances,  in  32  ^^roJaJ^y  healthy, 
while  in  187  it  was  temporarily  or  permanently  deranged  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent.  These  statistics  certainly  present  a 
most  formidable  aspect,  as  some  form  of  heart  disease  existed 
in  about  half  the  cases.  Now,  to  preserve  the  heart  from 
mischief,  according  to  Dr.  Fuller,  it  is  necessary  not  only  to 
take  precautions  against  inflammation,  but  to  maintain  the 
solubility  of  the  fibrin  of  the  blood,  and  for  this  purpose,  I 
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miD  satisfied  we  must  rely  upon  the  free  administrution  of  al- 
kalies and  the  neutral  salts,  the  experience  of  Dr.  Fuller,  Dr. 
Griseom,  as  well  as  my  own,  having  satisfactorily  shown  that 
they  surpass  all  other  agents  in  preventing  fibrinous  deposits 
on  the  valves.  Dr.  Griseom  administered  the  sup.  tart,  pot 
ct  soda,  in  drachm  doses,  every  hour,  and  ordered  an  anodyne 
lotion  of  carb.  potas.  and  tinct.  opii  to  be  applied  to  the  joints 
affected.  Alteratives  and  evacuants  preceded  the  employ- 
ment of  these  remedies,  according  to  the  indications  presen- 
ted. The  severity  of  the  symptoms  were  found  to  diminish  a? 
the  urine  became  less  acid. 

I  am  aware  that  Dr.  Roderick  Macleod,  who,  at  the  timf» 
of  the  publication  of  his  work  on  rheumatism,  (1842)  was  also 
physician  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  has  given  the  results  of  his 
experience  in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  based  on  400  case? 
attended  by  him  in  his  public  capacity,  and  that  he  claims 
in  favor  of  the  blood-letting  and  purging  treatment  the  aver- 
age duration  attained  by  Drs.  Fuller,  Griseom,  or  myself. 
For  example,  c»f  2f5fi  cases,  14?^  were  discharged  cured  within 
1  month,  110  within  a  fortnight;  and  fiO  within  eight  day?. 
Dr.  Hope  asserted  that  under  a  similar  method  of  treatment. 
in  his  practice,  the  cases  were  exceptional  which  were  not 
cured  within  a  week.  Dr.  Corrigan,  with  large  and  repeated 
doses  of  opium,  cure<l  his  cases  in  nine  days.  Bonillaud,  bv 
copious  and  repeated  ab*?traction  of  blood,  required  from  on*- 
to  two  weeks  for  the  same  purpose,  and  yet,  if  report  bet  rut. 
he  lost  .six  out  of  eighteen  patients  from  cardiac  disease. 

But  I  have  extended  my  remarks  beyond  the  limits  which  1 
proposed.  My  only  object,  in  offering  a  few  observations  f>u 
the  alkaline  method  of  treatment,  is  to  bear  my  humble  testi- 
mony in  its  favor,  fiilly  believing  as  I  do,  that  it  is  capable  ^f 
effecting  a  more  speedy  and  perfect  cure  than  any  other  plan 
that  has  ever  been  adopted.  To  those  who  are  skeptical  ()Ti 
the  subject,  I  would  recommend  the  study  of  the  facts  collec- 
ted in  Dr.  Fuller's  treatise.  In  this  a  comparative  view  may 
be  taken,  which,  in  my  opinion,  must  satisfy  every  unpreju- 
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diced  mind.  It  will  there  be  found,  that  the  boasted  BaoceBS 
of  the  authors  whom  we  have  mentionedi  admits  of  consider- 
able qaalification,  and  is  in  reality  less  than  has  been  asserted. 


Laceration  of  the  Cervix  Uteri.  From  Preternatural  Rigiditg. 

By  J.  R.  Freess,  M.  D.,  of  Bloomington,  DL,  Professor 

elect  of  Surgery,  in  the  Western  Law  and  Medical  College. 

A  case  of  this  character  fell  under  my  care  a  few  days  ag<^ 
and,  as  it  is  a  rare  condition  of  things,  and  is  liable  to  give 
a  good  deal  of  anxiety  to  the  uninitiated,  I  have  concluded  to 
report  it  for  the  benefit  of  my  younger  medical  brethren. 

On  the  22nd  of  May  last,  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  C. 
who  was  then  in  labor  with  her  second  child — ^the  first  haying 
been  bom  about  two  years  previous.  Upon  examination,  per 
vaginam,  I  found  two  distinct  openings  into  the  womb— one 
anterior  to  the  other.  I  passed  my  finger  in  at  the  one,  and 
out  at  the  other ;  hooking  the  lacerated  part  over  the  first 
phalange  of  the  index  finger.  The  septum,  or  lacerated  part, 
seemed  to  be  nearly  a  half  inch  broad,  by  an  eighth  in  thick- 
ness. Upon  a  still  closer  examination,  I  found  the  posterior 
opening  to  be  the  natural  08  tinecBy  while  the  anterior  was  the 
lacerated  opening.  The  presentation  was  natural ;  and,  as 
the  labor  progressed,  I  found  the  anterior  opening  more 
dilated  than  the  posterior,  and  supposed  that  the  foetus 
would  emerge  through  that  opening.  I  hesitated  for  a  few 
moments,  whether  to  draw  the  septum  forward,  and  thus  try 
to  have  the  child  pass  through  the  natural  os,  lest  the  other 
one  might  be  still  further  lacerated,  or  let  it  take  its  own 
course,  and  finally  decided  upon  the  latter.  If,  thought  I, 
the  rigidity  of  the  os  was  too  great  in  the  first  instance,  it  is 
probably  too  great  still ;  besides,  the  labor  would  be  greatly 
retarded,  as  the  natural  os  was  so  far  posterior  that  the  vertex 
would  press  unduly  against  the  sacrum,  and  thus  the  foetus 
would  be  thrown  out  of  Gams'  curve,  the  line  of  which  seem- 
ed to  correspond  with  the  lacerated  opening. 
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The  labor  continued  about  six  hours,  when  a  ^'  man-child" 
bom  into  the  world — which  unfortunately,  however,  prov- 
ed to  be  '^  before  its  time,''  probably  about  a  seven  or  eight 
month's  child.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  I  established 
respiration — every  care  was  taken,  but  the  child  lived  only 
about  twelve  hours. 

The  expulsion  of  the  placenta  was  arrested  by  the  septum, 
ucl  I  had  to  pass  my  hand  into  the  vagina  to  release  it,  be- 
fore it  could  be  brought  away. 

The  woman  had  a  strong  disposition  to  peritoneal  inflam- 
mfttion  ;  but,  by  timely  assistance,  this  was  prevented,  and 
die  was  ^'  up  and  about"  in  nine  days. 

I  learned  from  her  that,  in  her  first  confinement,  she  had 
very  strong  and  long  continued  pains,  but  that  "  Buddcnly^^" 
to  use  her  own  expression,  the  child  was  bom.  Her  medical 
attendant  gave  her  no  reason  for  it,  and  the  probabilities  are 
that  he  mistrusted  not  the  undue  rigidity,  and  knew  nothing 
of  the  rupture  in  the  cervix  uteri.  Her  convalescense  was 
tedious,  and  she  still  suffered  more  or  less  from  weakness, 
pains  in  the  back,  an  uneasy  sensation  about  the  womb,  etc. 

The  rationale  of  the  case  I  presume  to  be,  that,  previous 
to  her  first  gestation  she  had  anteversion  of  the  womb,  togeth- 
er with  extreme  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri,  both  of  which  condi- 
tions continued  to  a  certain  extent,  up  to  the  time  of  her 
eonfinement.  Then,  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  resting  against 
the  sacmm,  together  with  this  extreme  rigidity,  prevented 
the  child  from  being  bora  per  viop  naturaleSy  and  hence  the 
rapture,  anterior  to  the  mouth,  through  which  the  child  was 
**  suddenly**  born.  This  rupture  finally  healed  at  its  edges, 
fearing,  however,  a  double  opening  into  the  womb— through 
the  false  one  of  which  the  last  child  was  bom,  and  all  subse- 
<pent  ones  will  be,  if  she  continues  in  the  "  good  old  way." 

This  was  not  a  case  of  occhmon  of  the  os  uteri,  as  I  could 
readily  pass  my  finger  in  or  out  of  the  natural  os.  Neither 
do  I  think  that  it  depended  on  obliquity  alone,  as  Velpeau, 
Bindelocqiie,  Desormeauz,  North  and  others  think  that  many 
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oases  of  ruptured  womb  do ;  but  it  was  a  consequence,  in  my 
opinion,  of  the  two  abnormal  conditions  combined,  viz :  ob- 
liquity and  rigidity. 

If  her  medical  attendant,  in  her  first  confinement  had 
known  the  exact  condition  of  parts,  perhaps  he  might  have 
prevented  the  rupture,  by  elevating  and  supporting  the  fun- 
dus of  the  womb— drawing  forward  the  mouth,  administering 
nauseating  doses  of  tartarized  antimony  with  opium,  bleeding, 
ad  diliqeum  animij  if  necessary,  or,  even  incising,  with  a 
probe  pointed  bist^,  one  side  of  the  cervix  uteri ;  but,  as 
he  knew  it  not,  and  did  nothing,  Nature  took  the  case  in  her 
own  hands,  made  an  incision  in  the  ^^  natural  way,"  and  left 
two  openings  instead  of  one,  into  the  great  matrix  maiemi — 
that  wonderful  '^fountain  of  life  !** 

June  18th,  1856. 


Poisoned  Wounds.    By  Edwin  R.  Maxson,  M.  D.,  of  Gene- 
va, N.  Y. 

It  is  a  fact  well  understood,  that  slight  wounds,  received 
(luring  dissection,  often  have  unpleasant  consequences,  from 
the  absorption  of  animal  matter,  the  virus  thus  absorbed  fre- 
quently producing  local  and  general,  or  constitutional  efiects, 
of  the  most  serious  character. 

It  is  a  fact,  of  equal  importance,  though  perhaps  less  gen- 
erally understood,  that  the  virus  may,  and  frequently  does 
exist  in  the  living  subject,  being  generated  in  extensively  sup- 
purating wounds,  and  communicated  to  those  in  attendance 
by  absorption,  from  slight  wounds  of  the  hands  or  fingers, 
developing  all  the  symptoms,  both  local  and  general,  which 
follow  dissecting  wounds. 

This  we  see  illustrated  in  the  severe  local  and  general  efiects 
which  sometimes  follow  a  slight  scratch  upon  the  hand  or  arm 
ill  nurses,  and  also  in  those  who  handle  or  wash  foul  clothes 
removed  from  suppurating,  putrid  or  sloughing  surfaces. 
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A  remarkable  case  of  serious  poisoning,  by  matter  from  the 
liring  subject,  recently  fell  under  my  observation  and  care  in 
the  person  of  Dr.  H.  A.  Potter,  an  eminent  surgeon  of  this 
Tillige. 

In  the  early  part  of  July,  1856,  Dr.  Potter  was  called  onto 
attend  his  brother,  who  was  also  an  eminent  physician  and 
mrgeon,  residing  in  Steuben  county,  of  this  State,  supposed 
to  have  been  poisoned  by  matter  received  from  an  extensive 
suppurating  wound,  by  a  slight  scratch  in  one  of  the  fingers 
of  the  right  hand. 

The  local  and  general  symptoms  which  were  developed  in 
bis  case,  were  similar  to  those  usually  following  dissecting 
▼ounds,  as  I  understand :  there  having  been  slight  irritation 
of  the  wound,  followed  by  an  asthenic,  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mation of  the  arm  and  side,  great  general  restlessness  and  ir- 
ritability, and  finally  extensive  suppuration  in  the  right  axil- 
lary region. 

He  had  been  bled,  by  his  own  directions,  as  I  understand, 
before  calling  his  brother,  a  circumstance  very  much  to  be 
regretted,  as  it  probably  lessened  the  chances  of  his  recovery ; 
at  least  it  was  so  regarded  by  Dr.  Potter  when  ho  was  first 
called  to  attend  the  case. 

Dr.  II.  A.  Potter,  when  he  was  first  called  to  see  his  bro- 
ther, regarded  his  case  as  a  desperate  one,  and  so  remained  with 
him  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  in  about  one 
week,  thus  giving  him,  not  only  the  benefit  of  a  judicious 
treatment  but  also  of  untiring  care. 

While  Dr.  Potter  was  attending  his  brother,  he  opened  an 
extensive  abscess  which  had  formed  in  the  right  axillary  re- 
gion, anil  passed  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand  into  the  cavity, 
in  order  to  ascertain  its  direction,  and  also  otherwise  exposed 
his  hands  to  the  matter  which  was  discharged,  in  dressing  the 
parts  each  day.  He  was,  I  believe,  attending  another  patient 
with  an  extensive  suppurating  wound  at  the  same  time,  or 
daring  that  week. 


522  Mauok  an  PwmmA  Wamid$. 

While  attending  the  funeral  of  his  brother,  in  Pates  ooonty, 
on  the  13th  of  July,  Dr.  Potter  snfiered  from  a  slight  oneasi* 
ness  in  a  trifling  scratch,  receiyed  several  days  before,  on  the 
outside  of  the  third  finger  of  the  right  hand.  In  a  few  boon 
the  irritation  had  passed  along  the  lymphatics  to  the  back  of 
the  hand,  where  an  asthenic  erysipelatous  inflanmiaiion  was 
soon  set  up,  inyolying,  by  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  the  whole 
back  of  the  hand. 

At  this  time  I  was  called  to  attend  him,  he  having  reached 
home  late  in  the  evening.  ' 

I  found  him  restless,  irritable  and  chilly,  notwithstanding 
he  had  taken  nearly  a  quart  of  whiskey,  in  sweetened  milk, 
during  the  preceding  eight  hours,  to  counteract  the  poison, 
which  the  Dr.  knew  was  producing  its  general  as  well  as 
local  effects  upon  his  system. 

The  hand,  at  this  time,  was  very  much  swelled  and  exceed- 
ingly painful,  though  no  general  re-action  had  as  yet  taken 
place. 

The  liquor  was  continued  untill  something  over  a  quart  had 
been  taken,  when,  as  the  stomach  began  to  reject  it,  very  little 
more  was  given.  A  warm  foot  bath  and  friction  along  the 
spine,  with  a  strong  infusion  of  capsicum  in  vinegar,  succeed- 
ed, with  other  measures  in  overcoming  the  chilliness  and 
bringing  about  re-action,  so  that  no  more  chilliness  was  expe- 
rienced afler  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  pain,  swelling  and  redness  of  the  hand  continued  and 
extended  rapidly  up  the  arm,  the  whole  of  which  was  kept  wet 
with  a  strong  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  iron. 

A  strong  infusion  of  valerian  was  given  every  six  hours,  up 
to  the  third  day,  at  which  time  nearly  the  whole  extremity 
was  swelled  to  about  twice  its  natural  size,  and  the  hand  was 
evidently  approaching  gangrene,  to  prevent  which  I  laid  it 
open  freely  between  the  second  and  third  metacarpal  bones. 

The  bloody  serous  discharge  from  the  incision  relieved  the 
excessive  pain  in  the  hand  and  arm,  and  appeared  to  arrest 
the  deep  asthenic  erysipetatous  inflammation,  and,  in  fact. 
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die  progress  of  the  local  affection,  as  the  color  of  the  arm  be- 
gui  to  fade,  and  soon  the  swelling  was  evidently  becoming 
lew.  At  this  stage,  as  there  was  an  evident  sinking  tenden- 
cy, I  gave  him  the  sulphate  of  quinine  in  full  doses,  with  half 
a  grain  of  camphor,  and  applied  a  bread  and  milk  poultice  to 
the  hand.  This  treatment  was  continued  up  to  the  seventh 
dij,  at  which  time  free  suppuration  took  place  in  the  hand 
and  arm,  the  matter  in  the  hand  escaping  from  the  incision 
Bade  four  days  before. 

On  the  eighth  day,  I  opened  the  arm,  through  the  extensor 
nuucles,  two  inches  above  the  wrist ;  and  subsequently,  at  a 
point  nearer  the  elbow ;  and  still  later,  made  another  opening, 
on  the  ulner  side  of  the  hand ;  from  all  of  which  points,  matter 
has  been  discharging,  up  to  this  date,  July  30th ;  though  sup- 
puration now  is  nearly  suspended.  The  quinine  and  camphor 
are  still  continued ;  and  the  Doctor  is  taking  a  good  nourish- 
ing diet,  and  has  a  fair  prospect  of  regaining  the  use  of  his 
huid. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  stimulating  course  of  treat- 
ment for  poisoned  wounds,  I  am  satisfied  that  in  this  case  at 
leait,  the  liquor,  the  quinine,  and  the  free  scarification,  were 
the  essential  means  which  operated  to  avert  the  rapidly  fatal 
tendency  of  this  constitutional  and  local  affection. 

I  am  not  certain  but  that  the  quinine  and  camphor,  given 
from  the  commencement,  without  the  liquor,  might  have  had 
die  same  good  result.  But  if  it  be  true,  as  is  generally  sup- 
posed, that  poison  animal  matter,  received  in  this  manner, 
from  the  dead  or  living  subject,  produces  not  only  an  asthe- 
aic  inflammation  in  the  lymphatics  and  other  tissues,  or  parts 
dirongh  which  it  first  passes,  but  also  produces  a  fermenta- 
tion in  the  blood,  by  which  its  whole  mass  becomes  changed ; 
■ay  it  not  be  true  that  the  alcohol,  in  such  cases,  operates  to 
impend,  or  prevent  this  fermentation,  in  the  animal  fluids,  in 
a  manner  similar  to  that  in  which  it  is  well  known  to  operate, 
in  suspending  or  preventing  it,  in  vegetable  fluids,  which  are 
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tending  to  fermentation?  and  if  ao,  hence  its  efficacy,  as  a 
remedy,  in  such  cases ;  and  in  £EU)ty  in  all  poisoned  wounds. 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1856. 

[Editorial  Remarks. — Some  twelve  years  since,  the  wri- 
ter suffered  severely  from  the  absorption  of  poison  from  the 
living  subject.  He  was  engaged  in  trephining  an  elderly  man, 
a  stout,  healthy  farmer,  who  had  fractured  his  skull.  The 
scalp  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wound  was  much  bruised,  and  the 
fingers  of  both  hands  were  for  some  minutes  in  contact  with 
the  part.  There  was  a  slight  abrasion  on  the  ring  finger  of 
right  hand,  through  which  the  poison  must  have  entered  the 
system.  At  the  end  of  seven  days  a  free  incision  in  the  finger 
gave  exit  to  a  bloody  matter,  and  in  a  short  time  the  pain  and 
tumefaction  in  the  axilla  and  throughout  the  arm  disappeared. 
The  patient  from  whom  I  received  the  poison  died  in  about 
twelve  hours  after  the  operation.  Afser  his  death,  he  was 
neither  touched  nor  seen  by  the  writer. 

Instances  of  inoculation  from  the  living  subject  are  few  in- 
deed, and  have  been  noticed  chiefly  by  veterinary  surgeons. 
The  absorption  of  the  matter  of  glanders,  and  of  the  fluids  of 
the  human  body  after  4eath,  gives  rise  to  symptoms  in  many 
respects  similar.  The  cases  reported  by  Mr.  Travers,  in  hLs 
admirable  work,  "  On  Constitutional  Irritation,"  confirm  this 
opinion.  The  very  interesting  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Maxon, 
certainly  lend  strong  support  to  the  practice  of  Celsus,  who 
in  the  treatment  of  diffuse  inflammation  oft  he  cellular  mem- 
brane, resorted  to  early  stimulation.  "  Necessarium  est,"  ho 
observes,  "  exsorbere  portionem  meri  veni  cum  pipere,  vel 
quidlibet  aliud,  quo  calor  movendus  est,  ne  humorem  intus 
coire  patitur,  nam  maxima  pars  venenorum  frigore  interemit.*' 
L.  V.  cap.  xxvii.  The  numerous  cases  collected  by  Dr.  Andrew 
Duncan,  in  his  elaborate  essay  published  in  the  Edinburgh 
Medico  Chirurgical  Transactions,  Vol.  I,  1824,  as  well  as 
those  recorded  in  the  work  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Travers,  to  which 
we  have  alluded,  fully  sanction  Dr.  Maxon's  condemnation  of 
venesection  in  the  fatal  case  of  Dr.  Potter.  g.  c.  b.] 
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Surt/ical  Cases. — ^By   G.  A.   Kuxkler,  ^I.  D.,  of  Madison, 
liid. 

TIic  following  cases  may  possess  suiEcicnt  practical  value 
to  deserve  publication. 

Case  I. — Cystic  bronchocele  cured  by  iodine  injection  : — 
During  July  of  the  preseut  year,  I  was  consulteil  by  Mrs.  G., 
a  French  latly,  about  forty  years  of  age,  the  mother  of  several 
chiMren  ;  for  a  large  bronchocele,  with  wliich  she  was  afiFected. 
Some  twenty  years  ago,  she  noticed  that  a  tumor  had  formed 
in  front  of  the  thyroid  cartilage  ;  this  gradually  increased  for 
about  fifteen  years,  when  it  appeared  to  become  stationary. 
During  the  past  four  years,  however,  it  had  again  increased 
in  size,  and  at  the  time  she  consulted  me,  it  gave  much  annoy- 
ance from  its  size,  which  was  such  as  to  impede  respiration. 
Tlie  tumor  was  about  the  size  of  a  large  fist,  occupying  the 
whole  space  between  the  chin  and  sternum.  The  swelling  was 
uniform,  the  skin  not  discolored,  except  by  the  large  plexus 
of  Tt'ins  which  traversed  it.  Fluctuation  could  be  distinctly 
perceived. 

On  the  tenth  of  July  I  operated,  by  introducing  a  large 
trochar  into  the  swelling,  about  an  inch  from  the  median  line, 
and  in  the  middle  of  the  tumor,  carefully  avoiding  the  veins. 
With  some  difficulty  between  six  and  seven  ounces  of  a  thick, 
glairy,  dark  colored  fluid,  were  evacuated.  The  canula  was 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  wound,  and  a  solution  composed  of 
one  drachm  of  tincture  of  iodine  and  two  of  rose  water,  in- 
jected into  the  sac,  and  allowed  to  remain. 

The  pain  was  trifling ;  no  chloroform  was  employed.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  hours,  symptoms  of  violent  inflammation 
iippeared,  which  shortly  increased  to  an  alarming  extent,  and 
the  swelling  became  enlarged  far  beyond  its  former  size.  By 
the  a^iiduous  application  of  fomentutioub^  leeches,  and  the 
use  of  cathartics,  etc.,  it  was  somewhat  reduceil  in  the  course 
of  twrnty-four  hours.  The  tumor  was  extremely  tender  and 
painful.  In  the  course  of  the  following  two  days  it  began  to 
diminish,  until  on  the  eighth  <lay  after  the  operation,  it  was  only 
one  fourth  of  its  former  size.     It  gave  no  further  inconveni- 
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enee^  and  at  present  is  only  the  site  of  a  pigeon's  egg.  A 
strong  iodine  ointment  is  applied  daily.  I  may  here  mention 
that  the  patient  was  raised  in  a  region  of  Tyrol,  where  goitre 
is  extremely  prevalent. 

Case  11. — Tracheotomy,  for  the  sting  of  a  bee. — May  4th, 
1855, 1  was  called  to  see  the  child  of  Mr.  P.,  a  farmer  living 
about  three  miles  from  this  place.  Several  persons  had  been 
engaged  in  taking  honey  from  the  hives,  when  a  boy  some 
five  years  of  age,  while  eating  some  in  the  comb,  suddenly 
complained  that  he  wafl  stung,  at  the  same  time  spitting  out 
two  bees  with  some  effort.  When  I  arrived,  the  litde 
patient  was  on  the  point  of  suffocation.  The  tongue  and  back 
part  of  the  mouth  had  swelled  largely.  The  stings  must  have 
been  inflicted  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  right  tonsil.  The 
respiration  was  extremely  difficult  and  labored,  and  every 
minute  became  worse.  The  body  was  bathed  in  a  cold  clammy 
perspiration  ;  the  countenance  sunken,  and  of  a  leaden  hue, 
and  inspiration  appeared  to  be  very  painful  and  was  made  with 
much  effort.  The  condition  of  the  patient  demanding  prompt 
action,  I  at  once  concluded  to  open  the  trachea.  The  strug- 
gles of  the  patient  were,  however,  so  furious,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  proceed,  until  I,  with  great  hesitation,  resorted 
to  chloroform.  A  half  drachm  poured  on  a  handkerchief,  and 
laid  over  the  mouth  of  the  patient,  produced  insensibility  in 
less  than  two  minutes.  The  operation  was  made  by  an  incision 
a  little  above  the  cricoid  cartilage,  extending  downwards  about 
an  iach  and  a  half.  There  was  considerable  venous  hemor- 
rhage, but,  owing  to  the  urgency  of  the  case,  the  trachea  was 
opened  before  it  had  ceased  entirely;  a  large  and  well  fitting 
tube  preventing  the  ingress  of  blood  into  the  trachea.  Upon 
opening  the  trachea  respiration  at  once  became  easy.  Leeches 
and  fomentations  were  applied,  and  with  a  trifling  general 
treatment,  the  patient  was  out  of  danger  in  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours ;  the  swelling  having  disappeared  almost  entirely, 
excepting  the  right  tonsil,  which  remained  very  much  swollen, 
giving  great  pain  in  deglutition.  The  tube  was  removed  on 
the  third  day ;  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  together 
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by  adhesive  stripSy  and  the  child  recovered  without  the  appear- 
mnoe  of  any  nntoward  symptoms. 

Case  III. — Ilydrocele  treated  with  chloroform  injection. 
On  the  22d  day  of  July  of  the  present  year,  I  operated  on 
Wm.  D.,  a  young  man  aged  28,  for  an  enormous  hydrocele. 
The  patient  is  a  slight  built,  delicate  man,  but  enjoying  good 
liealth.  For  four  years  he  has  been  afflicted  with  hydrocele, 
which  during  the  past  year  had  increased  to  an  extraordi- 
nary size,  giving,  in  consequence,  great  inconvenience.  On 
introducing  the  trochar,  about  twenty  ounces  of  straw-colored 
■ernm  was  evacuated.  Three  drachms  of  chloroform  were 
immediately  injected.  This  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the  sac 
a  few  minutes  and  was  then  evacuated. 

The  pain  was  excessive.  In  the  course  of  three  hours,  the 
parts  had  swelled  to  almost  double  their  former  size.  The  pain 
became  excruciating,  following  the  course  of  the  spermatic 
eord,  and  diifusing  itself  over  the  whole  abdomen.  This 
atate  continued  for  nearly  twenty -four  hours,  when  by  the 
liberal  use  of  opium,  mercury,  eechcs,  and  warm  fomenta- 
tions, it  was  finally  reduced.  The  testicle  rema.ned  swelled 
for  about  five  days  after,  and  then  gradually  decreased,  the 
patient  making  a  good  recovery,  the  cure  being  perfect. 

Case  IV. — Tumor  of  the  eye. — July  19th,  of  the  present 
year,  I  was  consulted  by  Mr.  A.  for  an  affection  of  his  eye. 
Eitemally  nothing  could  be  perceived,  excepting  that  the 
lower  eyelid  of  the  left  eye  was  enormously  enlarged,  but  not 
discolored,  the  parts  presenting  more  the  appearance  of  a 
large  abscess  in  that  region.  A  slight  manipulation  and  pres- 
nire  on  the  apex  of  the  swelling,  caused  a  tumor  to  protrude 
out  of  the  eye,  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg.  On  exam- 
ination, it  was  found  attached  by  a  pedicle,  about  one  fourth 
of  an  inch  in  circumference,  to  the  conjunctiva  of  the  lower 
eyelid,  and  also  to  the  ocular  conjunctiva,  near  the  external 
eanthus.  The  tumor  was  extremely  vascular,  and  of  a  soft 
fangard  consistence,  bleeding  being  readily  provoked.  It 
had  only  appeared  during  the  past  three  months,  ^ve  no  pain 


i  GiBBS  tm  PeriodieUf. 

trouble,  except  by  ite  great  size,  in  eneroacUng  on  the 
'c-ball,  and  interfering  with  its  movements.     The  patient, 
of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  aged  about  thirty-eight  years,  and 
as  been  affected  for  several  months,  with  granular  conjunc- 
iva.     The  eye  being  steadied  by  an  assistant,  the  tumor  was 
removed  entirely  by  incisions,  with   curved  scissors.     The 
hemorrhage  was  very  profuse,  but  shortly  ceased.     No  in- 
flammatory action  followed,  and  the  patient  left  for  his  home 
the  second  day. 

About  two  years  ago  I  removed  a  similar  excrescenee  from 
the  conjunctiva,  which  I  have  no  doubt,  was  a  degenerated 
pterygium  carnosum.  It  is  probable  that  the  above  case  may 
have  had  a  similar  connexion,  although  its  rapid  growth  and 
situation,  would  hardly  warrant  the  assertion.  In  the  case 
alluded  to,  the  patient,  (an  Irish  servant  girl  aged  23,)  was 
affected  with  a  growth,  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  which  covered 
the  whole  cornea,  and  caused  a  very  unsightly  protrusion  of 
the  upper  and  lower  lids.  The  color  was  of  a  vivid  red ;  soft 
and  grrgiular.  It  was  but  partially  attached  to  the  cornea, 
and  could  be  lifted  to  a  certain  extent  from  that  part.  Its 
chief  attachment  was  at  the  internal  canthus.  It  had  been 
scarified  and  touched  with  caustic  by  several  practitioners.  I 
proceeded  to  remove  it,  with  a  small  double-edged  scalpel. 
The  dissection  was  extremely  tedious,  and  attended  by  con- 
siderable hemorrhage.  It  was,  however,  completely  removed, 
and  the  patient  shortly  regained  the  full  use  of  the  eye.  No 
return  of  the  disease  took  place.  The  duration  of  the  growth 
was  over  four  years. 


Observations  on  Periodicity ^  or  Intermittency  and  Itemiitenejf 
of  Diseases.    By  0.  C.  Gibbs,  Frcwsburg,  N.  Y. 
Under  the  above  title.  Dr.  Livezcy,  of  Lumberville,  Pa. 
has  published  a  series  of  articles,  in  recent  numbers  of  th 
Lanccty  which  present  many  points  of  interest.     There  ar 
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however,  in  the  articles  referred  to,  some  opinions  expressed, 
wliich  seem  to  us  inconsistent  with  facts,  and  which  might 
beeome  pernicious  in  their  therapeutical  bearings.  Wo  pro- 
poao  to  make  a  few  brief  comments,  upon  one  or  two  ideas 
advanced  by  Dr.  Livezey,  and  to  do  so  with  the  utmost  feel- 
ings of  kindness  and  respect  for  the  author  of  the  papers 
before  us.  We  do  not  propose  a  review  of  all  of  the  opinions 
to  which  we  might  take  exceptions,  nor  a  lengthy  considera- 
tion of  any,  but,  as  briefly  as  possible,  to  state  our  reasons 
for  dissenting  from  one  or  two  of  the  main  ideas  of  Dr.  Live- 
sey'fl  papers. 

Dr.  Livezey  commences  his  first  paper  with  nine  axioms, 
the  self-evidency  of  which  is  just  beyond  our  perception.  In 
axiom  first  he  says,  *' All  diseases  are  essentially  intermittent 
or  remittent.  Intermittent  fever,  then,  is  the  type  of  all 
disease ;  and  every  form  of  disease  is  only  a  modification  or 
development  of  the  primitive  type.''  In  axiom  2d  he  says, 
**  There  can  be  no  disease  without  a  general  constitutional  dis- 
tarbance.  Local  diseases  are  only  a  development  or  result 
of  a  series  of  constitutional  disturbances,  determined  by  pre- 
disposition to  the  weakest  part  or  parts  of  the  body." 

In  axiom  eight,  he  says,  ^'  The  many  diseases  which  phy- 
sicians for  thousands  of  years  have  been  treating  as  so  many 
distinct  and  separate  localisms,  are  all,  in  reality,  results  or 
developments  of  repeated  intermittent  attacks  of  general 
SBbrile  disturbance.*' 

This  is  certainly  simplicity  simplified.  That  many  diseases 
txhibit  remissions  we  are  willing  to  admit,  but  that  all  disca- 
Ms  are  regularltf  and  persistently  so,  we  deny.  Grant,  if  you 
please,  that  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy,  and  peritonitis,  and 
aeningitis,  show  signs  of  remissions  in  some  of  their  symp- 
toms ;  yet,  is  it  proper  on  this  account  to  say  they  are  -^  only 
aodifieations  of  intermittent  fever  1"  We  grant  the  truth  of 
Dr.  Holland's  remark,  which  Dr.  Livezey  quotes,  that  **  the 
tsndency  to  intermission  in  the  animal  functions  may  be 
JMly  tonaed  a  lawJ'    The  desire  for  food  or  for  sleep,  is 
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intermittent ;  yet,  who,  on  that  aeeonnt  would  suppose  tliat 
the  cravings  of  hanger  were  identical  with  an  offue^  or  the 
desire  for  sleep,  bnt  modifications  of  an  intermittent  faverT 
Does  Dr.  Livezey  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying,  that  in- 
flammation of  the  brain  and  the  lungs,  carditis  and  enteritis, 
rheumatism  and  cancer,  phthisis  and  pertussis,  small-pox  and 
syphilis,  porrigo  and  scabies,  bs  well  as  the  whole  catalogue 
of  disease,  both  local  and  general,  are  but  modifications  of 
intermittent  fever,  which  he  asserts,  '^is  the  type  of  oS 
disease  ?" 

When  Dr.  Livezey  asserts,  in  axiom  second,  that  *^  there 
can  be  no  disease  without  a  general  constitutional  disturbance/' 
he  asserts  that  which  may  be  true.  But  to  say  that  aU  disease 
is  a  result  of  that  constitutional  disturbance,  would  be  quite 
another  thing.  Hence,  when  he  says,  ^'  loetd  disea9e$  are  anfy 
a  development  or  result  of  a  series  of  constitutional  distur- 
bances, determined  by  predisposition  to  the  weakest  part  or 
parts  of  the  body,"  he  asserts  that,  which  not  only  fails  to 
be  self-evident,  but  is  untrue.  Porrigo  and  scabies,  as  well 
as  paany  other  local  diseases,  may  be  accompanied  with  con- 
stitutional disturbances,  but  that  such  diseases  are  preceded 
by,  or  are  the  result  of  such  disturbances,  can  not  be  proven 
by  any  collation  of  facts,  or  any  system  of  logic. 

Dr.  Livezey,  having  proven,  as  he  supposes,  by  eight  self- 
evident  propositions,  that  all  diseases  are  constitutional  and 
paroxysmal, — but  modifications  of  a  great,  intermittent  febrile 
type, — he  says,  "  From  the  principles  thus  briefly  advanced, 
it  is  self-evident  (Ax.  ix.)  that  if  the  constitutional  disturbance 
be  arrested,  and  its  paroxysms  subdued,  all  local  develop- 
ments t9  which  the  constitutional  disturbance  gave  rise,  will 
also  disappear."  Now,  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  intermit- 
tent fever,  the  grand  type,  as  our  author  says,  of  all  disease, 
can  be  invariably  cured  in  its  incipiency,  with  quinia,  and  hence, 
though  he  does  not  tell  us  so,  we  are  left  to  infer  that  he 
would  counsel  the  administration  of  this  remedy,  in  all  disea- 
ses, of  whatever  name  or  nature,  be  the  local  manifestations 
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what  they  may.  Dr.  Livezey's  papers  may  take  some  pathol- 
ogbts  and  therapentists  by  surprise,  and,  if  credence  were 
grrm  to  his  opinions,  might  foreshadow  a  good  time  coming. 
For  ooraelvcsy  we  would  be  glad  to  belieye  that  the  human 
race  was  subject  to  but  one  disease— the  belly-ache — and  that 
castor  oil  was  the  only  needed  remedy ;  but  facts  militate 
igainst  so  humane  an  idea,  and  it  is  not  improbable  but  that 
tlie  pathological  and  therapeutic  simplicity  of  Dr.  Liyezey 
may  find  the  same  obstacles  to  its  general  acceptance. 

Ab  regards  the  nature  of  disease  and  the  philosophy  ot 
remedial  action.  Dr.  Livesey's  views  are  as  simple  as  they  are 
original.  In  axiom  third  he  says,  *^  There  can  be  no  dis- 
ooae -without  a  change  of  motion  of  the  atoms  of  the  organ- 
im."  In  what  part  of  the  organism  does  this  atomic  change 
toko  place?  In  answer  to  this  question  we  have  the  same 
dioneterifltic  simplicity,  and  the  primary  seat  of  all  disease 
nfierted,  not  only  to  the  same  cause,  but  to  the  same  locality. 
I  he  says,  in  axiom  fifth,  "By  acting  on  the  cerebrospinal 
^  every  possible  constitutional  disorder  may  be  produced, 
wbother  from  within  or  from  without ;  and  through  the  same 
■frihim,  medicinally  or  otherwise,  can  be  rectified."  In  re- 
gard to  the  rationale  of  medication,  he  says,  "  The  curative 
of  any  agent  consists  in  its  producing  an  order  of  move- 
>  of  the  atoms  of  the  brain  and  nerves,  of  a  contrary 
I  to  the  order  of  movement  which  prevails  in  them  during 
Ao  oontinnance  of  the  disease  for  which  the  remedy  was 
givon."  Here  then  we  have,  not  only  the  nature  of  disease, 
hot  the  rationale  of  curative  action.  AH  disease,  according 
It  our  author,  consists  in  an  atomic  current,  not  unlike  an 
ilocUiflil  current,  with  a  certain  direction  ;  and  medicines  to 
be  Gorativo  must  have  a  tendency  to  produce  an  oppoeing 
corrent  just  sufficient  to  bring  the  moving  atoms  to  an  equi- 
poiao.  If  the  medicinal  current  coincide  in  direction  with 
the  diaeaae  current,  then  the  disease  is  aggravated  instead  of 
relieved.  Lest  it  be  thought  we  misrepresent  Dr.  Livezey's 
opipjons  ufon  the  action  of  medicinost  we  quote  again  firom 
84 


582  OiBBS  on  Periodieky. 

axiom  sixth :  '^  The  action  of  medicinal  Buhstances  are  purely 
electrical^  and  any  given  remedy  may  produce,  like  electricity, 
opposite  results  even  when  administered  to  two  patients  who 
are  supposed  to  be  suffering  under  the  same  nosological 
disease." 

We  had  hoped  that  the  day  of  fanciful  pathology  and  im» 
aginary  therapeutics  was  past;  that  the  expounders  of  legiti- 
mate medicine  would  not  bring  reproach  on  the  profession,  by 
the  earnest  advocacy  of  doctrines  wholly  chimerical.  But 
the  axioms  of  our  author  are  as  fanciful  as  those  of  Hahne- 
man,  to  which  in  simplicity  they  are  somewhat  allied. 

It  may  be  urged  by  Dr.  Lirezey,  that  he  did  not  intend 
his  pathological  and  therapeutic  opinions  to  apply  to  all  pos- 
sible forms  of  disease,  but  simply  to  all  forms  of  febrile  i^ec* 
tions.  Though  his  remarks  in  his  first  paper  are  general,  yet 
the  following,  which  we  quote  from  his  third  paper,  suggest 
the  idea  that  it  is  possible  that  he  intended  a  restriction.  He 
says,  ''We  hold  that  the  various  fevers  spoken  of  by  authors, 
such  as  bilious,  typhus,  typhoid,  nervous,  jail,  ship,  hospital 
fever  &c.,  &c.,  are  mere  modifications  of  remittent,  inienn* 
fied  in  their  localism  of  a  general  febrile  disturbance  of  the 
totality  of  the  system ;  that  their  several  aspects  only  mark 
the  continually  increasing  preponderance  of  the  electrical 
state ;  and  that  all  arise  from  a  common  cause,  which  is  the 
only  defensible  and  rational  doctrine."  But  the  restriction 
hinted  at  in  the  quotation  just  given  was  probably  not  in- 
tended, for  in  his  second  paper  he  says,  "Now  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  paroxysm  and  remission  are  the  characteris- 
tics of  every  development  of  disease ;  and  if  this  great  fact 
be  overlooked  and  mis-improved,  the  treatment  is. of  no  good 
avail."  "  How  blind  are  physicians  to  the  importance  and 
valuo  of  these  remissional  periods!" 

Wo  shall  conclude  our  strictures  on  the  papers  before  us, 
by  expressing  our  opinions  in  regard  to  the  non-identity  of 
the  various  forms  of  fever.  Our  author  says,  "All  the  differ- 
ent forms  of  fever  are  but  grades  and  species  of  one,  (remit- 
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tent  fever,)  differing  in  different  constitutions,  location  and 
the  iniensitff  of  the  morhid  cause.^'  Let  us  examine  this  point 
a  little,  and  see  how  much  truth  we  find  here.  If  typhoid 
ferer  is  identical  in  character  with  an  ague,  differing  in  dif- 
ferent constitutions  only,  then  every  antom,  where  agues  pre- 
vail, we  should  have  fevers,  modified  by  different  constitution?, 
from  the  mildest  ague[to  the  gravest  typhoid.  Every  physi- 
does  or  may  know  that  such  is  not  the  case.  A  genuine 
of  typhus  or  even  typhoid  fever,  is,  in  many  localities,  a 
rare  disease,  though  perhaps,  in  the  same  locality,  miasmatic 
feTora  prevail  in  every  grade  of  intensity.  Having  shown 
that  it  is  not  '^  different  constitutions"  that  constitutes  the 
difference  between  typhoid  and  intermittent  fevers,  let  us  see 
whether  such  difference  can  be  accounted  for  by  difference  in 
^locations  and  the  intensity  of  the  morbid  cause."  Typhoid 
fiever  is  a  graver  disease  than  a  simple  intermittent,  and 
hence,  according  to  the  doctrine,  should  prevail  in  such  local- 
ities mainly,  as  are  reputed  for  the  prevalence  of  miasmatic 
diseases,  and  the  intensity  of  the  morbid  poison.  Now,  every 
physician  knows  that  such  is  not  the  case.  Typhoid  fever 
has  prevailed,  perhaps  as  extensively  and  fatally  as  elsewhere, 
ia  localities  where  intermittent  fevers  were  seldom  or  never 
known.  This  fact,  when  duly  considered,  is,  in  itself,  suf- 
ficient to  refute  all  the  arguments  brought  forward  by  Dr. 
LiTeiey. 

In  regard  to  the  idea  that  typhoid  fever  occasionally  ends 
in  an  ague,  we  have  only  to  say  that  it  is  not  unusual  for  the 
two  fcTers,  typhoid  and  intermittent,  to  run  their  course  at 
the  same  time,  the  milder  only  showing  its  distinctive  charac- 
teristics after  the  subsidence  of  the  graver. 

We  certainly  wish  Dr.  Livezey  success  in  his  efforts  to 
simplify  diseases  and  their  remedies,  but  we  fear  that,  in  his 
seal,  he  has  entered  so  far  into  the  regions  of  fancy,  that  his 
name  will  never  go  down  to  posterity  and  to  fame. 
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Delivered  at  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  HotpiUi^  •S'^f  ^ 
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The  various  forms  of  intestinal  obstruction  may  be  conye- 
niently  arranged  under  the  following  heads : 

1.  Simple  enteritis. 

2.  Impaction  by  feeceSy  or  other  solid  formations. 

3.  Narrowing  of  the  canal  from  disease  within  the  bowel. 

4.  Pressure  of  tumors  external  to  the  bowel. 

5.  Displacement  of  a  portion  of  the  bowel,  causing  it  to 
twist  itself  upon  another  portion. 

6.  Incarceration  of  a  portion  of  bowel  in  a  loop,  formed  by 
false  membrane,  or  adhesions,  or  in  some  abnormal  opening. 

7.  Invagination  or  intussusceptio. 

1.  Simple  enteritis,  or  inflammation  of  the  bowels*  is  usual- 
ly, but  not  always,  attended  by  constipation,  which  purgatives, 
if  given  in  ignorance  of  the  true  nature  of  the  case,  fail  to 
overcome.  In  this  case  the  obstruction  is  due  to  the  inability 
of  the  inflamed  bowel  to  propel  its  contents ;  it  allows  itself 
to  become  distended.  The  transition  from  inflamed  to  healthy 
bowel  is  in  some  of  these  instances  very  marked,  the  upper 
portion  being  distended,  congested,  and  even  gangrenous, 
while  the  lower  portion  is  abruptly  pale,  empty  and  con- 
tracted. 

2.  The  usual  cause  of  obstruction  from  impaction  is  by  the 
presence  of  hardened  fseces,  but  in  some  instances  concretions 
of  other  kinds  take  place,  and  complete  obstruction  has  been 
known  to  be  caused  by  a  large  gall-stone.  Dr.  Watson  relates 
such  a  case  in  his  lectures. 
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8.  Narrowing  of  the  bowel  from  internal  disease  is  tbe  re- 
mit either  of  chronic  inflammation,  with  nlceration  and  inter- 
stitial deposit^  or  of  cancerous  degeneration  of  the  coats  of  the 
bowel.  Giles's  is  an  insunce  of  the  former  disease.  The 
rtrietnre  thus  induced  may  occur  in  any  part  of  the  intestinal 
traet,  but  is  most  commonly  found  in  the  rectum,  and  within 
leadi.  This  is  specially  the  case  with  reference  to  cancer, 
for  of  878  fatal  cases  from  this  cause,  in  221  the  disease  was 
located  in  the  lower  bowel. 

4.  Obstruction  from  tumors  pressing  on  the  bowel  from 
vitlioat  is  comparatively  rare,  but  cases  are  recorded  in  which 
ooch  a  result  has  been  induced  by  large  malignant  tumors, 
aod  by  a  retroverted  uterus. 

6.  Strangulation  from  simple  twisting  of  the  bowel  upon  it- 
self is  also  rare,  but  several  cases  are  on  record.  I  have  my- 
sslf  met  with  two  marked  instances,  one  of  which  I  related 
sesM  years  ago  to  the  Pathological  Society  ;  the  other  has  re- 
SBBtly  occurred.  In  both,  the  descending  colon  had  turned 
'  upon  itself,  producing  fatal  obstruction.  Two  cases  are 
related  by  Mr.  Mackenzie,  in  the  Medical  Oazcttey  in 
wbidi  the  colon  was  similarly  dislocated.  Now  and  then, 
also,  an  analogous  displacement  takes  place  in  the  small  in- 
tsstine,  in  consequence  of  a  preternaturally  deep  mesentery. 

6.  The  sixth  variety  of  internal  strangulation  of  the  bowel 
is  Moro  common.  It  has  occurred  to  me  to  see  several  cases, 
mmk  on  instanee  you  lately  witnessed  in  this  hospital  was  one. 

more  common   appearances  found  are  a  band  of  false 
iibrone,  the  result  of  some  former  attack  of  partial  perito- 
on  adhesion  of  the  free  extremity  of  the  appendix  vermi- 
,  giving  rise  to  a  noose  through  which  the  bowel  slips ; 
arm  rent  or  congenital  fissure  in  the  mescntary  or  diaphragm. 

7.  The  last  form  to  be  mentioned  is  intussusccp  tie.  In  this 
osis  one  portion  of  the  bowel  slips  into  the  portion  below  it, 
ss  may  be  imitated  in  the  finger  of  a  glove.  The  portion  thus 
iOTcrted  is  sometimes  of  considerable  length,  and  when   it 
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gires  rise  to  a  imnor  perceptible  through  tlie  \ 
tOB,  it  is  called  a  Yolvnlos. 

There  is  a  great  differenod  in  the  rdatiYe  firoqaenoy  of  IImm 
Be?eral  causes  of  intestinal  obstruction,  as  may  be  seen  in  m 
analysis  made  by  Mr.  Philips,  in  an  admirable  paper  paUiahed 
in  the  81st  yolume  of  the  Medioo-Chimrgical  Traasactioiis. 
He  has  here  collected  169  cases,  and  of  these  69  were  inataa- 
ces  of  invagination  or  intossusceptio,  60  of  strai^iilation  by 
the  constriction  of  bands,  adhesions  and  abnormal  openini^B, 
while  19  only  were  caused  by  disease  of  the  coats  of  the  bowel, 
11  by  impaction  of  hardened  faooes  or  eoneretiona,  and  16 
from  the  pressure  of  tumours  external  to  the  boweL 

Whatever  be  the  cause  which  offers  impediment  to  defeca- 
tion, a  certain  train  of  symptoms  sooner  or  later  ensae,  though 
it  must  be  added  they  do  not  follow  any  regular  giadaticm  or 
combination  peculiar  to  individual  lesions ;  hence  the  difficulty 
I  have  spoken  of  in  deciding  upon  the  exact  seat  and  nature 
of  intestinal  obstruction.  The  first  thbg  that  usually  attracts 
attention  is  pain ;  this  is  or  is  not  accompanied  1^  vomiting, 
and  it  is  found  on  inquiry  that  from  a  certain  date  there  baa 
been  no  action  of  the  bowels.  Day  after  day  passes  without 
relief  being  obtained,  and  the  symptoms  become  more  severe, 
the  pain  more  constant,  the  vomiting  more  urgent  and  eventu- 
ally stercoraceous ;  the  abdomen  also  becomes  more  and  more 
distended,  the  pulse  quickens,  the  countenance  becomes  hag- 
gard, and  in  fatal  cases  sooner  or  later  symptoms  of  collapse 
ensue,  and  the  patient  sinks,  retaining  his  mental  &culties  to 
the  last.  This  is  a  description  of  an  average  case  of  ileus ; 
but  great  variation  is  manifested  in  particular  cases,  in  the 
relative  urgency  of  the  several  symptoms,  and  in  their  group- 
ing. I  will  briefly  consider  these  symptoms  seno^jm,  and  first 
of  the  pain. 

This  symptom  is  usually  present  in  greater  or  less  intensity 
— but  in  some  few  it  is  very  unimportant,  and  cases  may  prove 
fatal  in  which  there  is  neither  spontaneous  pain,  nor  great 
tenderness  on  pressure  of  the  abdomen.    In  other  cases  it  is 
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the  first  symptom  which  excites  alarm,  and  occurs  often  dur- 
ing some  exertion  or  after  an  indigestible  meal.  In  such 
instances  it  is  not  uncommonly  found  that  a  portion  of  bowel 
bas  become  strangulated,  and  the  sudden  pain  would  seem  to 
indicate  the  precise  moment  in  which  the  bowel  has  become 
imprisoned.  In  other  cases  there  is  little  or  no  pain  for  some 
dnysy  but  it  soon  declares  itself  in  connexion  with  distension 
ef  the  abdomen,  and  marks  the  occurrence  and  progress  of  the 
enteritis,  which  seldom  fails  to  add  to  the  fatal  tendency  of  the 
mechanical  obstruction.  Towards  the  close  of  life,  when  gan- 
grene ensues,  the  pain,  as  in  idiopathic  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion, often  quickly  and  entirely  subsides. 

The  eomiipaiion  is,  in  all  cases  of  genuine  obstruction  of 
the  bowels  complete ;  or  if  any  fsacal  matter  passes,  it  is  merely 
Alt  contained  in  the  bowel  below  the  constricted  point.  Li 
isaie  cases  of  intussusceptio,  bloody  mucus  passes,  which,  in 
Aildren  especially,  will  materially  assist  in  forming  a  differ- 
ential diagnosis. 

The  vomiiing  is  a  symptom  subject  to  much  variety.  I  have 
itly  had  a  case  under  my  care  in  which  the  obstruction 
I  of  fourteen  days'  duration,  with  immense  distension,  but 
fmniting  did  not  once  occur.  This  case  proved  fatal  without 
tlie  patient  once  vomiting.  The  obstruction  was  in  the  sig- 
■Old  fiexure.  For  the  most  part,  however,  vomiting  is  a  very 
fistressing  symptom,  and  adds  materially  to  the  difficulties  of 
medicinal  treatment.  At  first,  it  is  simply  the  ejection  of  the 
ccdinaxy  contents  of  the  stomach,  but  at  some  variable  inter- 
mls  it  becomes  faecal. 

The  abdominal  didemicn  likewise  varies  both  in  degree  and 
period  of  occurrence.  In  some  cases,  where  the  obstruction 
ia  high  up,  as  in  the  duodenum,  there  is  little  or  no  distension ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  abdomen  becomes  fiat,  or  even  retracted. 
Generally  a  tympanitic  condition  soon  declares  itself,  and 
may  proceed  to  an  enormous  extent,  so  that  distended  coils  of 
intestine  become  perceptible  to  the  naked  eye. 

The  condition  of  the  urine  is  thought  by  many,  and  especially 
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by  Dr.  Barlow,  to  giro  important  evidence  as  to  tke  site  of  ihe 
impediment.  Where  it  is  copious  it  is  supposed  to  indicate 
obstruction  of  the  lower  end  of  the  tube,  and  the  reyerse  when 
it  is  scanty  in  qnantity.  Further  inquiries  are,  howeyer,  re- 
quisite to  establish  this  as  a  trustworthy  symptom.  The  state 
of  the  circulation  in  intestinal  obstruction  fluctuates.  The 
pulse  may  be  unaffected  at  first,  but  rarely  fails  to  sympathise 
with  the  gravity  of  the  disease,  in  a  rise  of  frequency  and  sub- 
sequent loss  of  power. 

You  will  see,  then,  from  what  I  have  said,  that  there  is 
considerable  diversity  in  the  symptoms  of  intestinal  obstruc- 
tion ;  it  may  be  added  that  this  diversity  is  not  limited  to  a 
diversity  of  intestinal  lesions,  but  that  the  same  lesion  may  in 
a  series  of  cases  manifest  an  equal  discordance.  Hence  the 
extreme  diflSculty  of  determining,  in  many  cases,  both  the  na- 
ture and  the  seat  of  the  obstruction ;  but  this  fact  will  be  most 
forcibly  impressed  on  your  minds  by  reading  to  yon  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Philips,  who,  in  reference  to  the  possibility  of 
correct  diagnosis,  has  analysed  a  large  number  of  cases.  He 
says  :  '^  The  impression  which  must  be  produced  by  reading 
the  preceding  cases  is  this  :  that  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
cause  of  the  obstruction,  no  remarkable  difference  is  observed 
i  n  the  more  prominent  symptoms  by  which  it  is  accompanied. 
There  are,  in  all,  abdominal  pain,  tension,  constipation  and 
sickness  ;  but  in  the  mode  of  their  occurrence  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  point  out  any  distinct  difference. 

*'^  The  constipation  may  have  the  same  characters,  whether 
the  obstruction  be  caused  by  hardened  faeces,  by  contraction 
depending  upon  ulceration  or  other  disease,  or  by  bands  or 
tumors — this  is  certain.  The  same  may  be  said  of  sickness  : 
it  is  usually  distressing  and  ends  in  fecal  vomiting,  but  it  may 
be  as  obstinate  in  a  base  of  invagination  as  in  a  case  of  tight 
strangulation  by  bands,  &c." 

This  opinion  is  very  disheartening,  but  it  is  nevertheless 
true  ;  and  indeed  you  have  so  recendy  had  an  instance  of  its 
correctness,  in  the  case  under  one  of  my  colleagues,  that  no 
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18  required  to  convince  you  of  the  nncertainty  in  the 
diftrential  diagnosis  of  these  cases.  Still  it  may  he  asked, 
are  Aere  not  some  hroad  landmarks,  so  to  speak,  hy  wliich  we 
may  arrire  at  an  approzimatiye  diagnosis  ?  I  should  answer 
in  Ae  affirmative,  and  tell  yon  what  they  are,  and  how  far 
Atj  may  be  made  available. 

In  reference,  then,  to  the  nature  cf  <he  obstruction,  I  would 
•ay  that  where  there  is  sudden  pain  and  vomiting,  with  com- 
plete  constipation  in  a  person  previously  healthy,  and  where 
tfce  vomiting  is  an  urgent  symptom,  and  the  pulse  quickly  sym- 
pathiies  with  the  general  disturbance,  we  are  justified  in  pre- 
Mming  (in  the  absence  of  external  hernia,)  that  the  cause  is 
eitlier  inassusceptio  or  an  internal  strangulation,  the  result  of 
Um  intrusion  of  a  portion  of  bowel  into  some  abnormal  open- 
iag  in  the  mesentexy,  or  into  a  noose  produced  by  a  band  of 
idbe  membrane.  In  such  a  case  our  presumption  would  be 
strengthened  if  there  was  the  history  of  former  attacks  of  par- 
tial perotinitis,  likely  to  have  produced  false  membranes. 
TUb,  however,  is  all  we  can  say.  Between  intassusceptioand 
•Crangulation  by  bands,  I  know  of  no  means  of  deciding,  un- 
ion the  occurrence  of  bloody  stools  be  sufficient.  In  relative 
frequency  of  occurrence,  in  a  given  number  of  cases,  they  are 

riy  equal. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  we  have  the  history  of  prior  dis- 
f  of  the  bowels,  one  or  more  attacks  of  constipation  over- 
with  more  or  less  difficulty,  when  the  symptoms,  so  to 
My,  do  not  explode  with  so  much  violence,  but  arc  more  gra- 
dnal  in  their  accession,  we  should  lean  to  the  conviction  that 
Ae  cause  is  one  which  has  produced  gradual  narrowing  of  the 
bawel,  such  as  cancerous  or  other  disease  of  its  coots,  or  pres- 
•are  by  a  gradually  increasing  external  tumor.  Now,  reason* 
iag  thus,  we^should  perhaps  be  right  in  many  cases,  but  yon 
va  bound  to  know  that  in  many  also  we  should  be  quite  wrong, 
■0  that  in  every  instance  the  diagnosis  of  a  case  of  obstmo- 
Hoii  cannot  be  approached  with  too  much  diffidence  and  cau- 
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Ab  with  regard  to  the  oavM  of  obstmction,  so  with  referanee 
50  to  its  seat.  Where  yon  have  actual  tactile  eyidenoe  of 
Q  obstruction,  as  in  a  stricture  of  the  rectum  within  reach, 
here  can  be  little  difficulty  in  deciding  the  point ;  but  where 
10  such  evidence  exists,  the  question  becomes  one  of  the  most 
difficult  which  can  offer  itself.  We  have  to  ask — ^is  the  ob- 
struction in  the  large  or  small  intestines,  and  in  which  part  ? 
Now,  taken  in  reference  to  the  question  of  operation,  the  right 
decision  is  everything  ;  we  may  save  or  prolong  life,  or  we 
may  uselessly  perform  a  dangerous  operation,  as  you  have  re- 
cently seen,  accordingly  as  we  interpret  the  evidence  before 
us  correctly  or  the  reverse.  The  only  help  I  can  give  you  in 
this  difficulty,  and  it  is  very  small  and  liable  to  numerous  excep- 
tions, is  founded  on  the  following  considerations  :  "  If  we  find 
a  circumscribed  tumor  in  any  part  of  the  abdomen,  we  may 
perhaps  correctly  draw  the  inference  that  there  is  the  seat  of 
obstruction ;  but  we  shall  still  hesitate  between  large  and  small 
bowel,  volvulus  and  impacted  fisces.  If  a  flexible  tube  passea 
ten  or  twelve  inches  into  the  bowel,  and  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  fluid  can  be  injected  without  returning,  it  will  perhaps 
be  judged  that  there  is  at  least  no  obstruction  within  the  de- 
scending and  tranverse  colon ;  but  even  here  a  fallacy  may 
exist  and  did  exist  in  the  case  of  Giles  ;  the  tube  may  appear 
to  pass,  but  in  reality  double  upon  itself  in  the  rectum,  or  even 
it  might  have  passed  through,  in  his  case,  as  the  stricture  was 
not  absolutely  impervious,  and  thus  be  the  very  means  of  lead- 
ing us  astray.  Again,  it  might  be  supposed  that  some  assist- 
ance could  be  derived  from  observing  the  course  of  the  coils  of 
intestine  when  these  are  visible  through  the  abdominal  parietea 
For  instance,  if  a  marked  prominence  with  tympanitic  reson 
ance  existed  transversely  across  the  abdomen  and  appeared  t 
descend  into  the  left  loin,  any  one  would  be  justified  in  pr« 
nouncing  that  there  was  a  distended  colon,  and  that  the  co 
striction  must  be  below  this.  Yet  how  fallacious  any  dedv 
tion  drawn  on  such  premises  may  be,  was  shown  in  Dr.  Coj 
man's  case.  Here,  as  you  may  remember,  there  was  precis 
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this  traiiBTene  prominence,  thought  by  many  to  be  the  colon ; 
mnd  yet  it  turned  out  to  be  not  the  colon  at  all,  which  was 
empty,  but  severpd  distended  coils  of  small  intestines. 

Among  other  supposed  data  for  the  localization  of  the  seat 
of  obstruction,  I  may  mention  the  early  occurrence  and  ur- 
gency of  the  vomiting  when  the  constriction  is  in  the  small 
intestines,  the  scantiness  of  urine  under  the  same  circumstan- 
ces, and  the  sensation  of  the  patient  of  a  passage  of  air  up  to 
%  certain  point  and  no  further,  and  of  enemata  up  to  the  same 
point  in  the  opposite  direction.  All  these  may  bo  occasionally 
of  use,  especidUy  the  latter,  when  present ;  but  the  exceptions 
•re  so  numerous  that  at  best  but  a  limited  amount  of  confi- 
dence can  be  placed  in  them. 

With  reference  to  the  treatment  of  intestinal  obstructions 
in  general,  so  much  has  been  said  when  speaking  of  the  course 
porsued  in  the  case  of  Giles,  that  but  little  need  be  added. 

Before  any  measures  whatever  are  adopted,  examine  the  usual 
Mats  of  external  hernia,  the  inguinal  canal,  the  femoral  spaces, 
and  in  females  the  vagina ;  the  rectum  should  also  be  exam- 
ined carefully. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  when  seen  early,  constipation  is 
the  prominent  symptom  and  the  one  which  the  patient  is  most 
urgent  to  have  relieved.  Purgatives  may  then  form  the 
initiative  treatment  in  almost  every  case,  and  may  be  con- 
tinued for  two  or  three  days,  but  not  longer,  as  should  they 
£ul,  after  so  long  a  trial,  you  may  feel  assured  that  the  ob- 
struction is  such  that  they  will  not  overcome,  and  is  probably 
mechanical.  Once  that  this  conviction  is  justified,  purgatives 
should  be  abolished,  and  other  methods  adopted  of  a  tempo- 
riiing  nature.  Injections  carefully  given  may  be  continued, 
and  should  be  given  with  a  tube  passed  as  far  as  can  be  ac- 
complished. Colomel  and  opium,  one  grain  of  each,  may  also 
be  given  every  two  or  three  hours,  or  opium  alone.  If  the 
patient  is  robust  and  there  is  marked  abdominal  tenderness, 
Uood  may  be  taken  from  the  arm,  or  leeches  applied  to  the 
abdomen.    The  strength  will  reqftire  sustaining  as  well  as  the 
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vomiting  will  permit,  and  after  a  few  days  the  exhibition  of 
gtimulus  and  opium  comprises  nearly  or  quite  all  that  can  be 
done  internally.  But  if  the  case  progresses  onfiBiTorably,  in 
spite  of  everything,  what  is  the  next  step  ? — ^is  the  patient  to 
be  allowed  to  die,  or  are  we  to  endeavor  to  save  or  prolong 
his  life  by  operation  ?  This  is  a  question  very  ^Qfficult  of  de- 
cision, on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  exact  seat  of  ob- 
struction, and  without  a  tolerable  assurance  of  ihia  point,  to 
open  the  bowel  will  be  to  add  one  more  element  of  fatality  to 
those  already  existing.  It  is  clear,  then,  that  before  contem- 
plating operative  interference,  every  precaution  to  insure  a 
correct  diagnosis  must  be  taken  ;  should  this  fail  to  enlighten 
us  as  to  the  precise  point  of  obstruction,  I  do  not  think  any 
operation  is  to  be  countenanced  ;  but  if  we  are  certified  that 
the  constriction  is  at  a  point  above  which  the  bowel  can  be 
safely  opened,  we  have  then  to  decide  which  of  the  several 
proceedings  is  to  be  adopted. 

The  operations  usually  performed  are  three:  first,  that 
which  is  called  Amussat's  or  Callisen's  operation,  and  consists 
in  opening  the  colon  in  the  loin  ;  second,  that  which  has  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Littre's  operation,  in  which  the  bowel  is 
opened  in  one  or  other  groin  ;  and,  third,  in  which  an  explo* 
ratory  incision  is  made  into  the  abdomen  for  the  purpose  of 
searching  for  the  seat  of  obstruction.  This  latter  I  shall  dis- 
miss with  a  very  few  words,  as  I  should  not  consider  it  justi- 
fiable in  any  case,  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  borne  out  by 
practical  results,  as  well  as  by  the  opinion  of  the  most  compe- 
tent surgical  authorities.  But  the  other  operations  have  been 
performed  with  success  so  frequently,  that  the  Physician 
would  not  be  justified  in  excluding  their  consideration,  pro- 
vided always  that  the  exact  locality  of  the  obstruction  is  known 
— as  for  instance  in  a  tangible  stricture  of  the  rectum ;  or  is 
indicated  with  tolerable  certainty  by  circumstantial  evidence. 
Where  this  evidence  is  wanting,  the  feasibility  of  the  opera- 
tion is  certainly  very  problematical,  and  as  this  evidence  is 
seen  in  the  majority  of  cases  to  be  of  an  unsatisfactory  na- 
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tore,  the  number  of  instances  in  'which  it  can  be  performed 
with  any  thing  like  confidence  must  necessarily  be  small.  But 
snpposiDg  a  case  in  which  all  the  particulars  requisite  to  form 
%  correct  differential  diagnosis  are  present,  and  in  which  or- 
dinary treatment  is  unavailing,  it  would  be  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  results  of  a  carefully  recorded  experience,  to 
suggest  that  the  surgeon  should  endeavor  to  effect  what  inter- 
nal medicines  are  incompetent  to  accomplish.  The  only  ques- 
tion would  be,  Which  operation  is  the  most  advisable,  and 
when  it  ought  to  be  performed  ?  The  reply  to  the  latter  ques- 
tion is  easy  ;  it  should  be  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  ob- 
struction is  ascertained  to  bo  mechanical.  You  can  easily 
conceive  that  if  it  be  delayed  until  the  bowels  have  become 
inflamed  if  not  absolutely  gangrenous — if,  in  fact,  it  be  per- 
formed only  when  life  is  fast  ebbing  away,  it  necessarily  car- 
ries with  it  the  element  of  failure. 

As  to  which  operation  is  to  be  preferred,  whether  that  of 
opening  the  colon  in  the  left  or  right  loin,  or  in  the  corres- 
ponding inguinal  region,  much  must  depend  upon  circumstan- 
ces. There  is  perhaps  less  fear  of  exciting  peritoneal  inflam- 
mation in  the  former  than  in  the  latter  mode  of  establishing 
an  artificial  anus  ;  but  on  the  other  hand  there  is  no  compari- 
son between  the  two,  as  regards  the  convenience  and  comfort 
of  the  patient.  If  the  opening  be  in  the  loin,  not  only  is  there 
more  difficulty  in  keeping  on  the  pad  which  is  required  to  pre- 
vent the  continual  escape  of  gas  and  faeces,  but  the  help  of 
an  assistant  is  necessary.  Whereas,  when  the  opening  is  in 
the  inguinal  region,  the  patient  can  wait  upon  himself,  and 
thus  hide  from  observation  a  most  disgusting  infirmity.  It 
would  be  foreign  to  my  purpose  to  describe  to  you  the  modes 
(tf  performing  the  operation  for  artificial  anus.  On  this  head 
I  must  refer  you  to  your  surgical  instructors. 
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1.  New  York  Academy  ef  Medicine.    Stated  meeting^  Jvhf 
2, 1856.     The  JPreeidentj  Dr.  W.  Pabkbb,  in  the  chair. 

The  discussion  of  the  subject  of  Ununited  Fraeturee  being 
in  order,  it  was  opened  by 

Dr.  Detmoldy  who  stated  the  causes  of  non-union  to  be  both 
local  and  constitutional ;  but  sometimes  no  cause  could  be 
assigned.  The  old  method  of  causing  union  was,  to  excite 
inflammation  between  the  fractured  extremities,  by  friction, 
blisters,  the  seton,  &c.  Resection  and  wiring  the  ends  to- 
gether, was  another  mode.  Dr.  D.  stated  that  Dr.  Mott's 
cases  (where  the  seton  had  been  employed)  were  only  suc- 
cessful where  it  had  been  necessary  to  drilly  in  order  to  intro- 
duce the  seton  ;  and  he  thinks  that  Dr.  Mott  was  misled  in 
this  way.  Dieffenbach  resorted  to  drilling  and  fastening  with 
ivory  pegs.  Five  years  ago  Dr.  D.  had  tried  boring  with  a 
common  gimlet,  and  was  successful  in  all  cases.  A  Commit- 
tee from  the  Academy  had  seen  one  of  these  operations. 
This  method  was  afterwards  claimed  by  a  Western  surgeon 
(Dr.  Brainard). 

Dr.  Buck  referred  to  the  local  conditions  preventing  union, 
such  as  portions  of  muscle  or  tendon  getting  between  the 
ends  of  the  bone.  Dr.  B.  gave  the  history  of  a  case  in  which 
union  of  the  humerus  was  prevented  in  this  manner.  In  the 
tibia  and  fibula  it  is  sometimes  almost  impossible  to  keep  the 
upper  fragment  of  the  tibia  in  place,  and  the  union  of  the 
fibula  often  kept  up  this  difiiculty.  Dr.  B.  spoke  of  Mal- 
gaigne's  apparatus  for  overcoming  this  displacement.  He  had 
both  failed  and  succeeded  with  both  seton  and  exsection. 
The  perforating  method  was  generally  successful  in  about 
twelve  weeks.  Friction  was  useful  where  the  cases  were  not 
of  too  long  standing. 
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Dr.  Detmold  Btated  that  he  had  been  eucoesBful  with  the 
perforating  method,  where  Dr.  Buck  had  failed  with  the  seton. 
He  had  also  been  very  sncceBsful  in  a  fractured  ulna,  after 
the  third  trial.  One  great  advantage  of  the  perforating 
method  was  that  it  leaves  no  unpleasant  symptoms.  He  had 
often  operated  at  his  office,  and  allowed  the  patient  to  go  home. 
Another  advantage  was,  that  it  could  be  repeated  any  number 
of  times ;  another,  that  it  does  not  shorten  the  limb.  He  had 
nerer  fiuled  in  the  operation.  He  repeats  the  operation  in 
one  week,  if  no  union  has  taken  place. 

Dr.  Buck  stated  that  he  introduced  the  scton,  in  a  case,  by 
of  perforating,  and  union  followed  ;  but  afterwards  it 
again  broken,  and  the  patient  came  under  the  treatment 
of  Dr.  Detmold. 

Dr«  Parker  considered  this  question  important  for  all  prac- 
titioners, as  it  often  occurred  when  no  cause  could  be  assign- 
ed for  it,  when  there  was  no  fault  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon, 
and  was  often  the  basis  of  mal-practice  suits.  In  non-union 
of  the  lower  extremities  of  hospital  patients  he  used  the 
starch  bandage,  recommended  all  possible  use  of  the  limb, 
together  with  good  diet,  fresh  air,  and  stimulating  drinks. 
fwitum  (as  introduced  by  White,  of  Edinburg,  in  1760,  and 
improved  by  J.  K.  Rodgers,  of  this  city,  by  wiring  the  ends 
together)  was  often  successfully  employed.  Electricity  is  use- 
ftil ;  he  knew  of  one  case  treated  successfully  by  this  agent. 
Dr.  P.  had  noticed  that  operations  on  the  upper  extremities 
were  followed  with  less  success  than  on  the  lower,  and  asked 
for  an  explanation  of  this.  He  had  been  successful  with  the 
drill ;  and  asked  if  any  benefit  was  derived  from  leaving  the 
chips  or  borings  in  the  hole.     He  thought  there  might  be. 

Dr.  Detmold  agreed  with  Dr.  Parker  that  these  bony  par- 
tides,  or  debris,  served  as  a  nucleus  for  the  new  union. 

Dr.  Stone  thought  that  in  these  cases  of  fracture  it  was 
especially  important  to  ascertain  whether  the  case  was  one  of 
ddayed  union^  or  one  of  true  faUe-jointj  where  the  bones 
were  covered  with  cartilage,  and  where  a  new  synovial  cap- 
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snle  existed.  In  the  upper  extremitji  particularly  in  tlie 
humeruBf  false  joints  were  not  uncommonly  found,  and  the 
fractured  extremities,  if  oblique,  could  not  be  readily  approz* 
imated.  In  such  cases  he  did  not  believe  the  operation  by 
the  gimlet,  as  proposed  by  Dr.  Detmold,  would  be  likely  to 
succeed,  or  that  any  operation  promised  success  unless  it  had 
for  its  objects  the  removal  of  the  cartilage  and  destruction  of 
the  capsule,  and  the  approximation  of  the  broken  extremities 
to  each  other.  In  the  lower  extremity,  especially  in  fractures 
of  the  tibia,  it  was  extremely  rare  to  meet  with  cases  of  false 
joint.  lie  (Dr.  Stone)  had  never  met  with  a  single  instance, 
and  was  disposed  to  regard  them  rather  as  cases  of  delayed 
unioUj  which  would  readily  unite  if  a  very  little  inflammation 
could  be  excited.  Dr.  Stone  would  expect  to  obtain  this  re- 
sult by  the  repeated  application  of  blisters;  others,  by  rub* 
bing  of  the  bones  together ;  but  Dr.  Detmold,  by  boring  with 
a  gimlet.  This  suggestion  of  Dr.  Detmold  was  a  useful  one ; 
but  in  the  fact  of  union  taking  place  in  a  week,  it  proved  that 
very  little  inflammation  was  necessary.  Dr.  Stone  had  been 
on  the  Committee  who  investigated  Dr.  Detmold's  cases,  and 
had  then  come  to  this  conclusion.  As  to  the  idea  that  the 
dust  or  debris  contributed  to  the  union,  he  must  confess  that 
it  seemed  to  him  to  be  truly  fanciful ;  he  should  suppose  that 
the  dust  must  necessarily  be  removed  in  abstracting  the  gim- 
let ;  or,  on  the  supposition  that  it  might  possibly  be  left  be- 
hind, he  should  regard  this  as  an  untoward  accident,  which 
would  be  likely  to  act  as  a  foreign  body  and  produce  abscesses. 

Dr.  R.  S.  Kissam  remarked  that  he  was  successful  in  one 
case  of  non-union  of  the  humerus,  by  means  of  the  starched 
bandage. 

Dr.  Batchelder  remarked  that  fractures  are  solutions  of  con- 
tinuity in  the  bones,  which  heal  in  the  same  way  as  do  like 
solutions  of  continuity  (wounds)  in  the  soft  parts,  i.  e.,  by 
the  first  or  second  intention.  When  the  fractured  extremities 
in  simple  fractures  are  brought  and  kept  in  apposition,  the 
lacerated  vessels,  pertinent  to  the  bone  in  the  immediate 
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▼icinity  of  the  fracture,  inosculate,  and  union  by  the  first  in- 
tention ensues,  as  in  wounds  in  the  soft  parts ;  with  this  ex- 
ception, that  the  earthy  matter  which  immediately  surrounds 
these  vessels  at  the  place  of  fracture  must  be  first  absorbed. 
This  preliminary  step  is  accomplished  in  a  longer  or  shorter 
time,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  or  size  of  the  bone. 
When  the  crepitus  ceases  to  be  perceived,  it  is  an  indication 
that  the  absorption  of  the  earthy  matter  is  nearly  or  quite 
completed  ;  and  as  motion  at  the  place  of  fracture  diminishes, 
we  infer  that  re-union  is  progressing  about  in  proportion  to 
the  diminution  of  abnormal  motion  ;  so  when  this  motion  has 
ceased,  the  inference  is  that  union  has  taken  place,  and  that 
the  process  of  re-deposition  of  ossific  matter  among  and 
around  the  vessels,  has  begun,  or  will  soon  begin,  and  con- 
tinoe  till  callus  is  completely  formed,  provided  the  fractured 
parts  are  kept  in  position  and  motionless.  If  such  motion 
be  allowed,  the  newly  formed  vascular  union  will  be  broken 
up,  and  the  re-union  will  be  prevented,  and  the  process  have 
to  be  gone  over  with  again.  When  the  parts  are  much  dis- 
turbed and  the  union  repeatedly  broken  up,  the  vessels,  thus 
foiled  in  their  attempts  to  repair  the  injury,  refuse  to  renew 
their  eflforts ;  but  uniting  with  the  periosteum,  form  a  liga- 
mentous union,  which,  while  it  serves  as  a  connecting  medium 
between  the  ends  of  the  bone,  keeps  them  asunder  and  pre- 
Tents  bony  union.  To  get  rid  of  this  interposed  ligamentous 
substance,  and  cause  absorption  of  the  earthy  matter  sur- 
ronnding  the  vessels  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fracture, 
is  the  first  object  which  surgery  should  aim  at  as  essential  to 
the  cure.  In  the  larger  bones  this  ligamentous  union  is  very 
conspicuous,  and  is  most  perfect  in  cases  of  ununited  fracture 
of  the  neck  of  the  femur.  In  these  cases,  the  capsular  lig- 
ament is  fuMed  in  between  the  fractured  surfaces,  and  acts 
in  the  first  instance  as  an  extraneous  body  which  tends  to 
prevent  osseous  union,  but  which  in  the  end  contributes  main- 
ly to  that  which  is  ligamentous.  The  objects  to  be  aimed  at 
in  all  our  endeavors  to  cure  ununited  fracture  are,  1.  to  get 
85 
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d  of  this  interposed  ligamentous  substance ;  2.  to  promote 
r  eflfect  tho  absorption  of  the  earthy  matter  which  surrounds 
he  vessels  at  the  broken  ends  of  the  bone ;  3.  when  this  is 
Uicomplished,  to  bring  and  keep  these  ends  in  apposition, 
that  the  vessels  thus  prepared  may  inosculate  and  unite  as 
they  should  do,  and  probably  would  have  done  in  the  first  in- 
stance if  they  had  had  fair  phiy,  or  if  there  ^ had  been  no 
fault  in  the  patient's  constitution.  The  method  which  Dr.  B. 
has  adopted  and  practiced,  (with  few  exceptions  in  favor  of 
the  starch  dressing)  is  to  wind  a  bandage  firmly  around  the 
affected  limb,  in  order  to  prevent  swelling  below  the  part  to 
which  the  appropriate  application  is  to  be  made.  This  done, 
a  piece  of  thick  sole-leather  soaked  in  water  until  perfectly 
soft  and  pliable,  cut  and  fitted  exactly  to  the  limb,  and  long 
enough  to  reach  from  joint  to  joint,  and  sufficiently  large  to 
cover  the  whole,  is  to  be  applied  and  bound  firmly  on  with  a 
bandage.  While  this  dressing  is  being  consolidated,  great 
care  must  be  taken  to  put  and  keep  the  fractured  extremities 
in  perfect  apposition,  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible;  wliich  is  best 
accomplished,  when  the  lower  extremity  is  the  affected  mem- 
ber, by  relays  of  assistants,  who  will  hold  the  parts  in  eiiu. 
When  this  dressing  has  become  dry  and  consolidated,  meas- 
ures should  be  taken  to  make  the  lower  fragment  press  firm- 
ly against  the  upper.  As  nothing  in  the  system  can  resist 
pressure,  and  as  newly-formed  parts  yield  readily  to  its  in- 
fluence, the  interposed  ligamentous  substance  of  which  we 
have  spoken,  and  also  the  earthy  matter  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  vessels  at  the  fractured  ends,  are  soon  absorbed, 
and  the  vessels  which  have  been  thus  freed  of  osseous  matter 
will  unite,  and  the  union  be  re-established.  In  case  of  a 
lower  extremity,  it  may  be  proper  to  let  the  patient  get  up 
and  move  about  with  the  help  of  crutches,  and  perhaps  bear 
more  or  less  weight  upon  the  foot,  taking  care  to  do  it  in 
such  a  way  as  to  cause  as  little  motion  between  the  fractured 
ends  as  possible  ;  especially  after  a  short  time  ;  as  motion, 
if  kept  up,  would  infallibly  prevent  union.  If  it  be  the  hu- 
merus, the  patient  should  be  confined  to  his  bed,  and  an 
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ttppantofl,  besides  the  rabber  splint,  be  so  contrived  and 
■iq>lied  as  draw  the  lower  fragment  up,  and  force  the  fractur- 
ed surfaces  to  press  firmly  one  against  the  other,  which  cannot 
be  so  well  done  in  the  erect  or  sitting  posture  as  in  the  re- 
enmbent.  This  bone  (the  humerus)  is  the  one  in  which  the 
artificial  joint  most  frequently  occurs,  and  in  which  the  usual 
methods  of  cure  have  most  signally  failed.  In  reflecting 
«pon  these  fiicts,  it  has  occurred  to  Dr.  B.  that  both  these  ac- 
eidents  were  to  be  imputed  to  our  mode  of  treating  these 
fractures ;  splints  are  firmly  bandaged  on,  which,  with  the 
weight  of  the  limb  below  the  fracture,  prevent  the  muscles 
drawing  the  lower  fragment  up,  and  causing  it  to  make  the 
requisite  pressure  against  the  fractured  end  of  the  upper  por- 
tion— ^in  which  opinion  he  has  been  fully  confirmed,  when, 
finding  at  the  end  of  several  weeks  there  was  no  union,  the 
impending  evil  has  been  immediately  obviated  by  applying 
an  apparatus  which  caused  the  fractured  ends  to  press  one 
against  the  other.  He  believes  that  this  method  of  treatment 
will  efiect  a  euro  in  most  cases  of  un-united  humeri,  even  of 
bng  standing. 

In  compound  fractures,  union  takes  place  by  the  second 
intention,  which  docs  not  usually  commence,  or  is  not  appre- 
riated,  until  the  external  wound  is  nearly  or  quite  closed. 
Dr.  B.  remarked  that  the  starch  bandage,  the  gutta  percha 
splint,  and  probably  the  gypsum  bandage,  as  recommended 
by  Dr.  Mathysen  (which  he  had  never  tried)  will  no  doubt  be 
found  better  than  the  leather  splint  which  was  resorted  to 
many  years  before  anything  was  known  of  even  the  starch 
bandage,  or  the  '*  dextrine,"  as  recommended  by  Prof.  Van 
Buren. 

Dr.  Batchelder  exhibited  a  specimen  from  Dr.  Finncll's 
eoDection,  of  ununited  fracture  of  the  radius  and  ulna,  which 
beautifully  illustrated  the  manner  in  which  the  ligamentous 
anion  is  formed. 

Dr.  Finnell  remarked  that  the  man  to  whom  the  ulna  and 
ladhu  referred  to  by  Dr.  Batchelder,  belonged,  bad  good  use 
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oiB  ann.    In  St  Vinont's  Hospital  he  had  often  ioond  i4  ' 

^esBary  to  use  Btimnlants  fredly.    He  ^)proTed  of  deo- 
oity.  I; 

Dr.  Phelps  observed  that  all  present  must  oonclnde  that  t 

ie  main  point  in  practice  was  to  secare  a  certain  amount  of 
iflammation  in  the  ends  of  the  bone  before  union  could  be 
produced. 

Dr.  W.  Parker  said  that  the  question  seemed  brought  to  ^ 

two  points :  1.  Where  there  is  union  by  ligament ;  and  2. 
where  there  is  a  false  joint.    So  long  as  the  inflammation  is  ' 

mild,  there  is  no  union.  Again,  there  is  such  a  thing  as  toe 
much  inflammation.  Diarrhoea,  lactation,  bums,  suppuration, 
Ac,  may  prevent  union.  A  physician  of  this  city  who  had  a 
fracture  and  an  injury  ef  the  brain  was  severely  salivated, 
and  no  union  took  place  until  the  salivation  ceased,  at  the  end 
of  thirteen  weeks.  The  system  must  be  brought  to  the  ordi- 
nary standing  point,  by  correcting  it  if  deranged,  and  bring- 
ing it  to  a  proper  tone.  But  in  a  false  joint,  an  operation 
must  be  performed. 

Dr.  McNulty  presented  an  instrument  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  a  platinum  wire  between  the  ends  of  an  ununited 
bone,  by  means  of  which  he  proposed  to  pass  a  galvanic  curr 
rent  to  act  as  a  cautery,  and  thus  produce  inflanmiation  and 
union.  Dr.  MoN.  was  requested  to  give  the  history  of  the 
cases  in  which  he  might  try  it. 


|ltbitfos  anb  |totitts. 


yew  Elemenis  of  Operative  Surgery.  By  A.  L.  M.  Velpead,  Snr- 
geoij  of  the  Hospital  La  C/iarite;  Member  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Medicine;  of  the  Institute,  &c,  &c.,  in  three  volumes,  with  a 
Treatise  on  Minor  Surgery.  lUnstrated  by  over  two  hundred 
engravings,  incorporated  with  the  text,  and  an  Atlas  in  quarts 
of  twenty-two  plates.  Translated,  with  additions,  by  P.  8. 
ToWNSEND,  M.  D.,  under  the  supervision  of,  and  with  Notes  and 
Observations,  by  YALEKTfNa  Mott,  M.   D.»  Professor  of  the 
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Opeimtions  of  Surgery,  Ac.  Ac,  in  the  Uniyerf  ity  of  New  York; 
Foreign  Associate  of  the  Academie  Koyale  de  Medecine  of  Paris, 
Ac.  Ac.  Foarth  American  edition,  with  additions  by  G.  G.  Bi^ck- 
MAX,  VL  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio; 
Burgeon  to  the  Commercial  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  New  York: 
8.  8.  A  W.  Wood.    1856. 

The  second  yolume  of  Prof.  B^ackxan's  new  edition  of  Mott's 
▼dpean  is  devoted  to  the  Operative  Surgery  of  the  Venous,  Lym- 
phatic, and  Nervons  Systems  ;  Amputations  ;  Exsection  of  Bones 
and  Joints  ;  Trephining ;  Tumors  and  Ophthalmic  Surgery.  Under 
the  head  of  the  Nervous  System,  we  find  several  cases  reported,  in 
vhkh  portions  of  nerves  have  heen  exsected  for  the  relief  of  obsti- 
Bste  nearalgic  affections.  The  operators  were  M.  Htsern  of  Ma- 
drid, M.  SsDrLLOT  of  Strasbnrgh,  Dr.  Warren  of  Boston,  and 
Pkop  WiLLARD  Parker  of  New  York.  The  following  note  by 
hor.  B.  on  the  union  and  regeneration  of  a  nerve,  is  not  without 
intereet: 

Some  two  inches  of  the  median  nerve  were  removed  by  Professor 
Ftf  ker  of  this  city,  during  the  extirpation  of  en  unoephaloid  tumor 
from  the  arm,  with  which  the  nerve  was  inseparably  connected. 
The  paralysis  resulting  from  this  occurrence,  in  a  few  weeks  b^gan 
to  disappear,  and  at  length  the  use  of  the  arm  was  perfectly  regained. 
The  exsect  co-portion  of  the  nerve  had  doubtless  been  regener- 
Med,  the  possibility  of  which  ha^  been  proved  by  the  observations 
ef  Cruikshank,  Haighton,  Fontana,  Monro,  MichaeliR,  Meyer,  Tiede- 
nan,  Prevost  and  Swan.  True,  the  restoration  of  the  functions  of  a 
Mralysed  limb  has  been  otherwise  explained  by  Reil,  Soemmering, 
oraschet  and  Jobort.  According  to  their  views  of  the  subject, 
this  change  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  anastomosing 
branches,  rather  than  to  a  direct  union  of  the  main  trunk  of  the 
divided  nerve,  but  Meyer  succeeded  in  tracing  the  uniting  medium, 
by  subjecting  the  intermediate  cicatrix  to  the  action  of  nitric  acid, 
ind  proved  that  this  medium  was  composed  of  the  nervous  filament 
itself. 

In  some  instances  however  after  the  division  of  a  nerve,  it  seems 
doubtful  if  union  takes  place  in  the  manner  above  mentioned.  An 
iataresting  case  is  related  by  Mr.  FerguNSon  (Pract.  Surgery,  Srd 
Lend.  Ed.  p.  2S7.)  in  which  he  assisted  Dr.  Simpson  of  Edinburgh 
in  an  attempt,  by  an  operation,  to  re-establis-h  the  continuity  in  a 
dividetl  median  nen-o.  In  this  inHtance,  a  Hmall  tumor  had  formed 
OB  the  upper  extremity  of  the  cut  nerve,  such  as  is  seen,  occasionally, 
tfker  amputation,  and  its  removal  required  the  exsection  of  about 
one  inch  in  the  median  nerve.  The  divided  ends  were  brought  as 
Mariy  aa  possible  into  contact,  but  some  years  elapsed  before  any 
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material  increase  oeciirred  in  the  temperature  and  aensibility  of  the 
parts  supplied  by  this  nenre.  On  the  same  page  he  relates  another 
case,  in  which  he  divided  the  median  nerve,  for  the  relief  of  the 
pain  produced  by  a  tumor,  about  the  siae  of  a  haael  nut,  in  the  palm 
of  tlie  hand,  and  which  was  supposed  to  be  a  growth  in  the  sub- 
stance of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  median  nerve.  The  simple 
division,  in  this  case,  did  not  effect  the  desired  object. 

Amputations. — ^In  the  text,  M.  Vslpbau  comments  among  the 
contra  indications  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  organic  lesion  of  the  hearty 
and  other  internal  organs,  as  even  after  the  removal  of  the  limb  a' 
disease  is  left  behind  of  such  gravity  that  death  will  almost  inevi- 
tably soon  follow.  From  Prof.  Blackmah's  note  on  this  subject^ 
however,  it  would  seem  that  Mr.  VFLPSAn  has  of  late  somewhat 
modified  his  opinion  in  reference  to  the  co-existence  of  pulmonary 
disease: 

When  the  tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs  coincides,  as  is  fre- 
quently the  case,  with  that  of  a  joint,  amputation  is  generally  re- 
garded as  an  unjustifiable  operation.  The  diseased  joint  in  these 
cases  is  supposed  to  act  as  a  safety  valve,  warding  off  or  keeping 
in  check  the  internal  affection.  But,  as  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  re- 
marks in  the  last  edition  of  his  work  *'  On  the  Diaeasee  of  the 
Bones  and  Joints,"  visceral  diseases,  which  were  previously  in  a  state 
of  inactivity,  may  assume  a  new  form,  and  make  rapid  progress 
under  the  depressing  influence  of  the  articniar  malady,  and  under 
these  circumstances  an  amputation  may  prolong  life,  perhaps  for 
several  years.  He  relates  a  case  in  point.  A  young  woman,  af- 
fected with  strumous  disease  of  the  joint,  had,  also,  a  troublesome 
cough,  purulent  expectoration,  Ac,  on  which  account  Sir  Benjamin 
did  not  deem  an  operation  advisable.  As  the  pain  became  insup- 
portable, the  patient  earnestly  implored  him  to  amputate  the  limb, 
to  which  he  finally  consented  with  reluctance.  The  stumps  healed 
readily  ;  the  pulmonary  symptoms  soon  subsided,  and  four  or  five 
years  afterwards  she  was  in  good  health.  M.  Nelaton,  in  his  *'JEU' 
mens  de  Pathdogie  Chirurpicale,*'  torn.  II.  p.  227.)  refers  to  a  case 
in  which  M.  Velpeau  amputated,  notwithstanding  M.  Andral  and 
several  other  physicians  had  diagnosed  tubercular  disease  of  the 
lungs.  Two  years  afterwards  the  patient  was  in  the  most  perfect 
health.  The  testimony  of  Mr.  James,  of  Exeter,  is  to  the  same 
effect. 

In  the  former  Edition,  Dr.  Townsend  introduced  some  lengthy 
observations  on  Conservative  Surgery,  claiming  as  one  of  the  great- 
est triumphs  of  modem  surgery,  the  reluctance  of  Surgeons  to  un- 
dertake an  amputation  ;  limbs  which  formerly  were  condemned,  are 
now  saved,  especially  since  the  true  pathology  of  diseases   of  the 
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joints  bat  become  better  nnderetood.    On  this  subject  Prof.  B. 
remarks : 

The  practice  of  making  free  incisions  into  diseased  joints  is 
now  somewhat  extensively  resorted  to,  in  consequence  of  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Gay  of  London,  an4  will  doubtless  be  the  means  of  saving 
many  limbs  from  amputation.  We  have  seen  several  instances  in 
which  this  plan  has  been  adopted,  and  the  results  were  indeed  most 
gratifying.  To  Mr#  Gay,  however,  does  not  belong  the  credit  of 
originating  this  practice,  as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  Appen- 
dix in  the  last  edition  of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary.  It  will 
tliere  be  found  that  Professor  I'rowbridge,  of  our  own  country,  has 
long  been  accustomed  to  treat  morbus  coxarius  in  this  manner, 
carrying  his  incisions  between  the  gluteus  maximus  and  modius 
muscles,  down  to  the  bone,  and  laying  open  the  joint.  He  has 
thus  opened  the  joint  in  all  stages  of  the  disease,  and  speaks  confi- 
dently of  the  safety  and  utility  of  this  method  of  treatment.  Again. 
the  exsection  of  many  diseased  joints  which  were  formerly  doomed 
to  amputation,  now  obviates  the  necessity  of  this  sacrifice  to  the 
Dfttienty  and  even  true  anchylosis  of  the  large  joints  may  be  remedied 
by  a  xesort  to  Barton's  operation.  But  this  matter  will  be  more 
particularly  noticed  under  tlie  head  of  the  £x8ecHotis, 

Hie  question  as  to  the  best  substitute,  after  the  loss  of  a  limb ,  is 
one  to  which  the  practitioner  is  not  always  prepared  to  reply.  As 
regards  the  lower  extremity,  Prof.  B.  has  no  hesitation  in  giving 
the  prefiBrenoe  to  the  invention  of  B.  Frank  Palmer,  which  he  looks 
nponas  **  one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of  American  Suigery."  Sev- 
eral wood  cuts  are  given  to  illustrate  the  internal  mechanism  of  this 
admirable  invention,  and  rules  are  laid  down  to  guide  the  operator 
in  selecting  the  most  suitable  point  so  as  to  afford  the  best  and  most 
servioeaUe  stump.  But  we  must  not  dwell  on  this  topic,  and  we 
proceed  to  the  examination  of  Prof.  B's  notes  on  the  Exsection  of 
Bones. 

In  reference  to  that  terrible  operation,  the  removal  of  the  entire 
lower  jaw,  which  we  have  seen  performed  by  Prof.  B.  himself,  we 
find  the  following : 

Dr.  Geo.  McLellan  removed  the  entire  lower  jaw,  in  a  state  of 
necrosis.  "  In  a  few  weeks  the  periosteum  sccretcii  a  new  and  slen- 
der plate  of  bone,  which  kept  the  chin  prominent,  and  maintained  a 
tolerable  shape  of  the  original  entire  circle  of  bone,  from  joint  to 
joint,  on  each  side.  Tlie  angles  were  very  obtuse,  indoetl,  almost 
deficient,  but  the  little  girl  ga'w  iip  to  liecomc  a  fine  looking  woman 
with  a  very  narrow  lower  jaw,  and  deficient  teeth  below.  Some  of 
my  friends  thought  I  must  have  left  a  thin  plate  of  sound  bone  be- 
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tkd  at  the  time  of  operation  ;  bnt  they  were  mistaken."    (IfeLd- 

n*8  Surgery,  p.  357.)  Dr.  M.  insists  on  the  importance  m  such 

tses  of  leaving  as   much  of  the  perioHteum  as  possible,  in  order 

aat  we  may  have  a  regeneration  of  osseons,  instead  of  ligamentous 

natter.     Mr.  Stanley  has  reported  a  similar  case  which  came  nnder 

lis  care  at  8t.  Bartholomew's  Hospital     Dr.  Ganwesky,  of  West- 

phalta,  in  September,  1838,  removed  the  entire  lower  jaw  for  necro- 

tds,  and  a  new  jaw  was  partially  formed  afterwards,  which  was  not 

very  useful  in  mastication,  but,  nevertheless  served  to  prevent  any 

disfigurement.     (Hatman's  Med,  Jcunudt  Leipsic,  Vol.  XXXIX, 

No.   V.) 

"  The  entire  lower  jaw  has  also  been  removed,  for  necrosis,  by 
Heyfelder,  Mr.  Perry,  Dr.  Camochan,  M.  Maisonnenve,  of  Paris, 
and  Pitha,  of  Prague.  Mr.  Cnsack,  of  Dublin,  informed  the  writer, 
Jane  2d,  1853,  that  some  fifteen  years  before,  he  had,  for  osteo- 
sarcoma extirpated  the  entire  bone,  and  that  the  patient  died  a 
week  afterwards,  during  his  absence  from  town,  in  a  snpposed  epi- 
leptic fit.  In  Prof.  Symo's  "  ContnbuHons  to  the  Pathology  and 
Practice  of  Snrgery,"  page  21,  is  the  report  in  which  this  surgeon 
removed  the  entire  lower  jaw  for  osteo-sarcoma.  The  patient  died 
middenly  the  next  day,  as  was  supposed  from  suffocation  produced 
by  the  retraction  of  the  tongue." 

"In  1850,  Prof.  Ackley,  of  Cleveland,  removed  the  entire  lower 
jaw,  for  osteo-sacroma,  and  the  patient  survived  the  operation 
some  two  years.  We  have  seen  the  removed  bone,  now  in  nis  pos- 
session. 

"  Dr.  Signoroni,  of  Padua,  on  the  27th  Sept.,  1842,  exhibited  to 
the  Medical  Congress  of  Poilua  a  patient  in  perfect  health,  from 
whom,  by  succestiive  opcrationK,  he  had  for  osteo-Karcoma  extirpa- 
ted the  entire  lower  jaw  (Annal  UniverSt  de  Medicine,  1843,  also, 
PhU  Med.  Examiner,  Vol.  VII,  1844,  p.  96.) 

**  For  many  years,  Walther,  of  Bonn,  haw  had  the  cretlit  of  hav- 
ing HucccBsfully  removed  the  entire  lower  jaw,  and  as  his  claims 
have  recently  been  disputed,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  place  before 
the  reader  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Webber 
to  Dr.  Perkins  of  thin  city.  Dr.  W.  is  a  nephew  of  Walther,  and 
is  well  known  personally  to  many  surgeons  of  this  city.  He  thns 
writes  :  SufTice  it  to  say  that  I  myself  am  acquainted  with  eye 
witnesses,  yet  living,  who  saw  the  case  before  the  operatiou^-dnr- 
ing  the  operation — and  after  the  operation  and  subseciucnt  recovery  ; 
and  there  is  at  this  moment  in  the  hands  of  the  eMest  son  of  Wal- 
ther, a  distingui.>>he<i  physician  at  the  capital  of  Bavaria,  a  written 
account,  minute  in  its  details,  aflfonling  a  complete  history  of  the 
case  ;  which  report,  written  by  himself,  at  the  n^quest  of  his  father, 
a  few  days  subsetjnent  to  the  removal  of  the  bone,  will  l>e  pnblishe(7 
among  the  collcctoil  papers  of  Dr.  Walther,  which  his  family  ar 
about  giving  to  the  world.*' 
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Dr.  Mott  informs  us  that  there  is  now  in  this  city  an  indi- 
▼idiial,  whom  he  has  examined,  and  who  says  that  his  entire  lower 
jaw  was  removed  hj  Mr.  Hutton»  of  Dublin. 

We  think  that  Prof.  B.  is  mistaken  in  the  case  referred  to  of  Prof. 
Alley's  patient^  for  we  witnessed  that  operation,  and  have  the 
impression  that  a  small  portion  of  the  ramus  on  one  side  was  not 
Rmov«d. 

Prof.  B.  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  danger  from  the  retraction  of 
the  tongue  in  this  operation  has  been  underrated,  several  cases  hav 
ing  been  reported  to  him  by  the  operators  themselves,  in  which 
there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  the  sudden  death  of  the  patients 
was  cmnsed  by  (his  phenomenon.     He  thus  gives  his  own  experi- 


This  retnetion  of  the  tongue  doubtless  destroyed  the  patients  of 
Uesars.  Cusack  and  Hyme,  after  the  removal  of  the  entire  bone,  and 
Diflenbach  states,  in  his  Operaiive  Surgery,  that  he  has  witnesssed 
this  accident  several  times,  and  that  one  of  his  patients,  the  first 
•vniing  after  the  operation,  was  nearly  suffocated  before  discovered. 
bi  a  caae  where  we  removed  the  symphisis,  together  with  a  great 
poftion  of  each  side  of  the  jaw,  our  patient  was  nearly  suffocated 
from  this  cause,  and  for  some  time  afterwards  this  tendency  to 
ntnction  of  the  tongue  had  to  be  narrowly  watched.  In  another 
cue,  we  took  the  precaution  to  secure  the  tongue  before  commencing 
the  operation,  yet  the  moment  its  attachments  to  the  bone  were 
armed,  so  great  was  the  retraction  that  this  patient  was  nearly  suf- 
cated.  We  have  twice  disarticulated  the  lower  jaw  and  several 
times  removed  the  symphisis  and  body  of  the  bone,  but  have  never 
lost  a  patient  from  the  operation. 

In  his  remarks  on  the  removal  of  the  upper  jaw,  we  find  Prof. 
B.  agiin  defending  the  daims  of  our  countrymen : 

As  Prof.  Syme  still  claims  priority  in  this  operation,  we  have 
thought  proper,  notwithstanding  our  author's  dismissal  of  the  ques- 
tion, to  preaent  the  following  facts : 

'*  Dr.  Jameson  of  Baltimore,  on  the  11th  of  November,  1820, 
nmovcd  an  enormous  fungoid  tumor  involving  nearly  the  entire 
body  of  the  maxillarv  bone.  The  carotid  was  tied  as  a  preliminary 
meaanre.  Full  details  of  this  case  are  given  in  the  American  Jfedi- 
co/  Becordtr,  Vol.  IV.,  1821,  p.  222.  Acompanying  the  report,  is 
a  graphic  illustration  of  the  ap|)earance  of  the  patient  before  the 
operation.  Three  months  afterwards,  he  was  in  perfect  health.  In 
August,  1828,  Dr.  Alexander  II.  Stevens,  of  this  city,  removed  a 
large  portion  of  the  upper  jaw  for  a  disease  of  the  antrum,  and 
seven  years  afterwanls  his  was  in  perfect  health.  ( Velpeau's  Sur- 
fie&l  Anaiamy,  with  an  Appendix,  by  John  W.  Sterling,  Vol.  II.  p. 
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518,  N.  Y.,  1880.)  Dr.  Stevens  claims,  and  we  hMeve  jnadj,  thai 
he  was  the  first  to  operate  on  the  now  estahlished  principle  of 
cutting  through  the  sound  and  not  the  diseased  parts. 

Dr.  David  L.  Rodgers,  of  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1824,  successfully  re- 
moved the  greater  portion  of  the  upper-jaw  affected  with  osteo-sar- 
coma  ( JV.  IT.  Med.  and  Phya.  Journal,  Vol.  8d.)  Bfr.  Lizars  of 
Edinburgh,  in  1826,  proposed  the  entire  removal  of  the  upper-jawy 
and  described  at  length  the  plan  adapted  to  this  purpose.  (A  dts* 
tem  of  anatomical  Plates,  &c.,  PartXK.,  1826.)  In  December,  1827« 
he  attempted  to  carry  this  plan  into  execution,  for  the  removal  of  m 
medullary  saroomatus  tumor  of  the  antrum,  but  was  obliged  to 
desist  on  account  of  the  hemorrhage.  On  the  26th  of  May»  1827* 
Gensoul,  of  Lyons  removed  the  entire  superior  maxillary  bone,  with 
the  whole  of  the  palate  bone.  His  patient  recovered  (Letieri  Chi- 
rurgical  sur  guelguea  Malidiea  graves  du  Sinus  Maxdlair,  ttc,  p. 
18.)  On  the  first  of  August,  1829,  Mr.  Lizars  performed  his 
second  operation,  which  was  completely  successful,  and  yet,  in  the 
face  of  these  facts,  and  those  recorded  by  our  author,  we  find  Mr. 
Byme  in  1848  using  the  following  language :  <'  In  that  year,  (1829,) 
I  proved,  by  the  operation,  the  practicability  of  removing  the  upper- 
jaw,  and  established  a  plan  of  proceeding,  which,  without  any  alter* 
ation,  except  as  to  the  subordinate  details*  has  since  been  adopted  by 
the  profession ! 

Many  surgeons  have  strongly  condemned  the  operation  in  enoe* 
phaloid  disease  of  the  upper-jaw,  and  Prof.  B.  relates  a  remarkable 
case  in  his  own  practice,  in  which  he  resorted  to  a  difierent  pro- 
ceeding to  arrest  the  growth  of  the  tumor  and  to  prolong  the  life  of 
his  patient : 

In  view  of  the  discouraging  results  following  the  exsection  of 
the  upper  jaw  for  encephaloid  disease,  a  different  operation  has  been 
tried  both  by  Dr.  Mott  and  myself.  Both  primitive  carotid  arteries 
were  tied  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  progress  of  the  disease  and 
prolonging  the  lives  of  the  patients,  and  the  effect  has  been  most  grati- 
fying. Nearly  seven  years  have  elapsed  since  we  performed  this 
operation  on  a  lad  13  years  of  ago,  affected  with  a  disease  of  the 
antrum,  of  the  malignant  nature  of  which  Dr.  Mott,  who  saw  the 
patient,  had  no  doubt.  There  was  an  interval  of  three  weeks  be- 
tween the  operations,  and  the  morbid  growth,  which  distended  the 
cheek,  and  protruded  from  the  nose  and  mouth,  at  once  became  shriv- 
elled, and  soon  disappeared.  The  young  man  is  now  in  perfect 
health,  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  hai-dware  store  in  this  city. 
Within  the  last  year  ho  has  heen  exhibited  by  Profs.  Mott  and  Par- 
ker, to  their  classes  in  the  University  College,  and  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Although  a  century  has  passed  since  Waite  removed  the  head  and 


}tmnew9  and  Noticei.  567 

vpper  part  of  tbe  femar,  for  Hip  Joint  disease,  and  cnred  bis  pa- 
ticBt,  soigeons  have  been  reluctant  to  repeat  the  operation.  Of 
late,  however,  it  has  been  revived,  and  the  following  facts  collected 
by  Prof.  B.  enable  us  to  form  some  estimate  of  the  value  of  exsec- 
tion  of  the  head  of  the  femur. 

A  diversity  of  opinion  seems  to  prevail  as  to  the  propriety  of 
excising  the  head  of  the  femur  in  cases  of  morbus  coxarius.  Mr. 
Byrne  denonnces  it  under  all  circumstances.  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie 
lays,  this  operation  should  bo  performed  *'  only  in  those  cases  where 
vneqnivocal  advantage  may  be  gained  by  it."  Mr.  Fcrgusson  has 
performed  it  in  at  least  four  cases,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  under 
certain  circumstances  it  may  be  resorted  to  with  benefit  to  the  pa- 
timt,  though  he  admits  that  thus  far  the  experience  on  this  subject 
in  London  has  not  been  very  satisfactory.  Mr.  Uenry  Smith,  who 
has  himself  had  an  unsuccessful  case,  published  some  statistics  of 
this  operation,  in  the  London  Lancet,  April,  1848.  Of  16  cases 
which  he  had  collected,  in  one  half  it  had  proved  successful. 
In  8  of  these,  however,  it  was  performed  for  a  comminuted  frac- 
tare  of  the  joint  by  a  ball,  necrosis  from  an  old  fracture  into  the 
joint,  and  in  one  case  for  caries  of  the  great  trochanter  and  neck  of 
the  femor.  The  acetabulum  is  not  always  involved,  as  was  sup- 
posed by  Mr.  Fonl,  and  as  is  even  yet  maintained  by  Mr.  Syme. 
This  was  proved  in  the  case  in  which  Mr.  French  operated,  where 
the  disease  was  of  long  standing  ;  and  even  if  the  cotyloid  cavity 
be  involved,  we  may,  as  did  Mr.  Walton,  with  a  gouge  remove  the 
cariooa  portion  ;  for  this  caries,  Prof.  Byme  assures  us,  does  not 
■fleet  the  bone  deeply.  Again,  this  part  possesses  far  greater  repa- 
rative powers  than  the  head  of  the  femur,  and  may,  if  but  mode- 
ratdy  affected,  undergo  a  spontaneous  cure.  A  recent  writer  on 
Snrgery,  Mr.  Erichson,  observes,  that  if  the  head  of  the  bono  still 
continue  in  its  socket,  the  operation  should  not  be  undertaken. 
Now,  if  this  rule  be  strictly  followed,  it  will  seldom  be  {lerformed, 
for  caees  of  dislocation  are  beyond  all  question  very  rare.  We 
know  of  no  writer  who  has  more  satisfactorily  established  this  fact 
than  Dr.  March,  of  Albany.  In  his  paper  On  Coxali/ia,  in  the 
TVaiu.  Amer.  Med.  Assoc.,  Vol.  VI.  1853,  he  has  collected  evidence 
on  thia  point  sufficient  to  convince  the  most  sceptical.  M.  Bonnet 
in  hia  IVaite  des  Mai  Articulations,  Vol.  II.,  pp.  394,  400,  has 
ahown  how  frequently  mistakes  have  been  made  in  tliis  matter, 
and  Mr.  Fergusson  agi-ecs  with  the  writers  alrcdy  quotcil,  that  spon- 
taneous dislocations  in  coxalgia  are  very  rare.  In  the  spring  of 
1847.  we  saw  M.  Rouxexseot  the  head  of  the  femur.  Tlie  patient 
was  a  little  boy  who  sank  in  two  or  throe  days  after  the  operation. 
The  outyloid  cavity  and  the  great  troclianter  wei-e  found  in  a  cariona 
condition,  the  upper  extremity  of  tbe  femur  was  inflamed  and  sur- 
rounded by  numerous  large   abscesses  in  the  soft  pa  its.     In  thia 
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cue,  the  head  of  the  hone,  previous  to  the  opention,  wai  in  its  n^ 
taral  position.  M.  Sedillot,  who  is  an  advocate  for  the  operatioot 
states  (Iraiie  de  Med.  Operatoire,  Vol.  1st,  n.  512)  that  in  1850, 
he  saw  at  Wartzburg,  in  the  hospital  of  M.  Teztor,  a  yonng 
man  on  whom  this  sai*geon  had  operated  some  years  before,  ana 
who  walked  and  bore  his  weight  on  the  limb  without  diflBenltj. 
We  believe  that  Dr.  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  has  had  a  case  which  ter- 
minated fatally,  but  Dr.  Bayre  has  been  highly  sucoessfol,  althoogii 
a  portion  of  the  socket,  in  a  diseased  state,  required  removaL 
Through  the  politeness  of  Dr.  S.  we  have  had  frequent  opporta- 
nities  of  watching  the  progress  of  this  case,  than  which  nothiiy 
could  be  more  gratifying  or  calculated  to  strengthen  our  confidence 
in  the  operation. 

There  are  many  other  topics  discussed  by  Prof.  B.  in  ibis  volume, 
which,  did  space  permit,  we  should  be  glad  to  lay  before  the  reader. 
Under  the  head  of  Trephining,  in  particular,  we  find  statistics  which 
must  be  of  great  importance  to  every  practical  suigeon.  But  we 
are  compelled  to  conclude  our  notice  of  this  volume,  and  in  the 
next  number  shall  examine  the  American  Appendix,  which  com- 
pletes Prof.  B/s  contributions  to  the  work.  8.  G.  A. 


Human  Physiology.     By  Hoblbt  Dunousow,    M.  D.,  L.  L.  D., 

ProfesRor  of  the  Institute  of  Medicine,  in  Jeflerson  Medical  Col- 
lege, Philad'a;  Vice  President  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  <&c.,  <fec.  With  532  illustrations.  Eighth  edition,  re- 
vised, modified  and  enlarged.  In  two  volmes  :  pp.  1494.  Blan- 
chard  k  Lea.  Phila..  1856. 

it  IS  well  known  that  the  learned  author  of  **  Human  Physiolo- 
gy/' in  the  numerous  editions  of  his  work  which  have  appeared 
during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  has  aimed  at  nothing  more  than 
to  make  a  judicious  selection  and  arrangement  of  the  various  facta 
and  doctrines  widely  scattered  throughout  the  various  monographs 
and  treatises  which  have  appeared  on  this  subject.  That  he  has 
succeeded,  most  admirably  succeeded  in  his  purpose,  is  apparent 
from  the  appearance  of  an  eighth  edition,  and  well  may  he  remark, 
in  his  preface,  that  ''  the  reception,  which  his  undertakings  have 
met  with,  has  abundantly  satisfied  him  that  his  labors  have  been 
far  from  fruitless."  It  is  now  the  great  encyclopedia  on  the  subject, 
and  worthy  of  a  place  in  every  physician's  library.  For  sale  by  H. 
W.  Derby. 
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nt  Dir««etf0r*f  Jfinwo/  of  Ptad'cal  and  Surpieai  Anatomy,  Bj 
jCrabmdb  Wilson,  F.  R.  S.,  dtc,  dtc.  Third  Am.  Ed.  from  the 
last  revised  Lend,  Edition.  Illustrated  with  154  wood  en^rav- 
iQgs.  Edited  hj  Wm.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy 
in  tlie  University  of  Pennsylvania,  pp.  583.  Blanchard  <fe  Lea, 
Pkila.,  lSd6. 

This  excellent  Manual,  by  the  distingnished  author  of  '*  A  Bys- 
ttm  of  Homan  Anatomy,"  Ac,  is  too  well  known  to  require  any 
prmtse  at  onr  bands. 

Tlie  present  edition,  besides  being  much  enlarged,  is  somewhat 
aadified  from  the  others.  The  new  cats  are  decidedly  superior  to 
the  old  ones,  and  add  to  the  value  of  the  work.  It  is  just  such  a 
Tolame  as  the  advanced  student  and  practitioner  require  require  to 
lefteflh  their  memories,  or  to  aid  them  in  their  dissections.  For 
I  by  H.  W.  Derby. 


Medkai  Jurisprudence,  By  Alfred  R.  TAYTX)n,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  B., 
Lecturer  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Chemistry  in  Guy's  Hos- 
pital. Fourth  American  from  the  5th  and  improved  London 
edition.  Edited,  with  additions,  by  Edward  Hartshorkk,  M. 
D.,  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  Will's  Hospital,  pp.  697.  Blanchard 
Si  Lea,  Philadelphia,  1856. 

It  is  announced  in  the  Preface  of  the  learned  author  of  the  above 
work,  that  considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  present 
edition,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  pages. 
He  also  informs  us  that  he  has  had  the  valuable  assistance  of  the 
Bight  Honorable  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  of  Scotland.  The  date  of 
the  aathor's  preface  is  July,  '54.  The  date  of  the  Philad'a  edition  is 
1856,  and  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  editor  to  incorporate  all  recent 
^aaes  and  decisions  of  importance.  Next  to  the  elaborate  work  of 
oor  own  countryman,  the  lamented  Becks,  this  has  always  been  our 
iaTorite.     For  sale  by  U.  W.  Derby. 


Qmieai  Ledure*  on  the  dUeaaes  of  Women  and  Children,  By  Guk- 
MiMO  S.  Bradford,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  Dis- 
eases of  Women  and  Children,  and  Clinical  Midwifery,  in  the 
University  of  New  York.  Thini  edition  carefully  reviKeti  and  en- 
laiged.  New  York :  Samuel  S.  dc  William  Wood,  889,  Broad- 
way, 1856. 
We  have  read,  with  conaiderable  inteieBt,  the  TarioiiB  criticiami 


660  Progreu  of  Medieine. 

on  the  Clinical  lectures  of  Prof.  Bedford,  some  of  wbicli  were  de- 
signed to  be  very  severe,  but  we  have  failed  to  discover,  after  a  pretty 
close  examination  of  the  work,  that  it  deserves  the  censure  which 
some  reviewers  have  cast  upon  it.  On  the  contrary  we  have  been 
very  much  interested  and  instructed  in  following  him  in  his  familiar 
and  easy  stylo  of  presenting  his  cases  to  his  hearers. 

One  strong  evidence  that  the  merits  of  the  work  are  not  lew,  and 
that  they  are  appreciated,  notwithstanding  its  many  unfavorable 
notices,  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  second  edition  is  demanded  so 
soon  after  the  appearance  of  the  first.    For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby. 


Beadttehis — their  Causes  and  their  Cure.  By  Hekrt  Q.  Wmoht, 
M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  8.  L.,  L.  S.  A.,  Fellow  of  the  Roy.  Med.  Chir. 
Boc,  Physician  to  the  St.  Pancreas  Royal  dispensary.  New 
York  :  Samuel  S.  and  Wm.  Wood,  No.  389  Rroadway.  1856. 
In  this  little  volume,  Headaches  are  classed  under  their  heads,  vis: 
*'  Headaches  in  Childhood  and  Youth,''  ''Headaches  in  Addt  lAh," 
and  **  Headaches  in  Old  Age." 

Under  each  of  these  divisions  we  find  many  suggestions  of  great 
practical  utility,  both  in  the  diagnosis  and  the  treatment  of  head- 
aches. From  the  frequent  occurrence  of  headache  in  every  age  of 
life,  and  the  embarrassment  often  experienced  by  Physicians  in  at- 
tempting to  trace  out  its  cause  and  apply  an  efficient  remedy,  we  are 
confident  this  unassuming  work  may  be  consulted  with  advantage 
by  the  most  experienced  practitioners.     For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby. 
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Pneumonia  discussed  in  thirty -three  Aphorisms. — ^The  following 
condensed  series  of  aphorisms  are  taken  from  the  excellent  work  on 
Diseases  of  Nursing  Children,  by  M.  Bouchut. 

Primary  pneumonia,  which  is  also  called  pneumonia  d'emblee  is 
rare  in  children  at  the  breast. 

Pneumonia  usually  follows  simple  bronchitis,  or  bronchitis  com- 
plicating fevers,  or  acute  febrile  diseases. 

Primary  pneumonia  is  usually  lobar. 

Consecutive  pneumonia  is  always  lobular. 

Lobular  pneumonia  is  sometimes  discrete,  sometimes  confluent* 
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The  pnenmonim  of  children  at  the  breast  is  almost  always  double^ 
and  usually  attacks  both  lungs. 

Loliar  or  lobular  pneumonia  is  observed  under  two  anatomical 
forms,  slightly  difiering  as  to  structure ;  these  are  intia-vesicular 
and  extra- vehicular  pneumonia. 

Intra- vesicular  pneumonia,  usually  primary,  leads  to  congestion 
and  thickening  of  the  walls  of  the  cells  of  the  lungs,  with  the  fo*-- 
matiAn  of  the  internal  plaHtic  deposit,  w^hich  constitutes  the  char- 
acter of  red  and  grey  hepatization. 

Extra- vesicular  pneumonia,  always  consecutive,  only  produces 
congestion  and  thickening  of  the  walls  of  the  pulmonary  vesiclea 
without  fibrinous  plastic  secretion  in  the  interior  of  these  vesicles. 

Chronic  pneumonia,  more  common  in  the  infant  at  the  breast 
than  in  the  adult,  is  always  lobar. 

Pneumonia  often  engenders  the  formation  of  fibro-plastic  miliary 
granulations  in  the  interior  of  the  cells  of  tbe  lung,  in  lymphatic 
and  scrofulous  children,  or  in  the  issue  of  parents  tainted  with 
scrofula. 

Tbe  development  of  lobular  pneumonia  is  favored  by  the  crowd- 
ing of  children  in  the  wards  of  a  hospital. 

Ordinary  and  frequent  cough,  accompanied  by  fever  and  anhela- 
tion,  should  make  us  fearful  of  an  invasion  of  pneumonia. 

Expiratory  groaning  and  jerking  respiration  is  a  certain  sign  of 
the  existence  of  confluent  lobar  or  lobular  pneumonia. 

Panting  respiration,  accompanietl  by  a  continual  movement  of  the 
nostrils,  is  a  sign  of  pneumonia. 

Dullness  of  the  chest  in  generally  but  slightly  defined  in  the  pneu- 
monia of  children  at  the  breast. 

When  dullness  of  the  chest  exists  in  a  young  child  with  a  very 
bad  cold,  pneumonia  should  be  feared. 

Dullness  ooufined  to  one  side  of  the  chest  in  a  young  child  rather 
indicates  pleurisy  than  pneumonia. 

Tlie  subcrcpitant  rale  which  accompanies  the  cough,  the  fever, 
and  anhelation,  confirm  the  diagnosis  of  confiuent  lobular  pneu- 
monia. 

Bronchial  respiration,  which  is  rare  in  children  at  the  breast, 
always  belongs  to  lobar  pneumonia,  and  sometimes  to  confluent 
lobular  pneumonia. 

Bronchophony,  that  is  to  say,  the  resounding  of  the  cry,  indi- 
cates that  pneumonia  has  arrived  at  its  last  stage. 

Tbe  exaggerated  vibration  of  the  thoracic  walls  at  the  time  of 
the  cries,  indicates  pneumonia,  whilst  their  absence,  on  the  contra- 
ry ^points  out  the  existence  of  pleurisy  with  considerable  efl'usion. 

llie  acute  or  moderate  fever,  at  first  continued,  presents  numer- 
ous exacerbations  in  the  course  of  pneumonia. 

Primary  pneumonia,  or  d'emblee,  is  less  severe  than  consecutive 
pneumonia. 
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PnenmoniA  conBeoutive  to  Bimple  pnlmonaxy  OBtarrh  is  often 

red. 

Pneumonia  consecutive  to  measles,  scarlet  fever  or  small  poz,  is 

very  serious  disease. 

The  pneumonia  of  children  at  the  breast  is,  especially,  a  serious 
.issase,  in  consequcnoe  of  the  complications  which  proceed  or  fol- 
ow  its  development. 

The  pneumonia  of  children  at  the  breast  has  a  great  tendency  to 
pass  into  the  chronic  state. 

The  pneumonia  which  is  consecutive  to  the  development  of  fibro- 
plastic miliary  granulations,  or  to  tubercular  gmnmations,  is  usu- 
ally fatal. 

Expiratory,  groaning  and  jerking  respiration,  accompanied  by 
movements  of  the  noutrils,  announce  that  the  life  of  the  child  is  in 
great  danger. 

The  (swelling  and  oedema  of  the  hands,  or  of  the  feet,  which 
comes  on  in  the  course  of  pneumonia,  indicates  an  approaching 
death.     (Trousseau. ) 

I'he  return  of  the  secretion  of  tears,  which  has  been  suspended 
in  the  attack  of  pneumonia,  is  a  good  augury  for  its  favorable  ter- 
mination.    (Trousseau.) 

One  or  two  leeches  at  short  intervals,  several  blisters  in  front  of 
the  chest,  and  doses  of  ipecacuanha,  are  sufficient  for  the  cure  of 
simple  acute  pneumonia. —  Virginia  Medical  Journal, 


Tlic  statistics  recorded  in  the  following  article,  conflict  so 
strongly  with  the  experience  of  Britii»h  and  American  practitioners, 
tliat  wei-e  it  not  for  the  high  position  of  M.  Trousseau,  we  might 
feel  disposed  to  (question  the  nature  of  the  affection  which  he  denom- 
inates Croup.  a.  c.  b. 

0/*  Tracheotomy  in  the  last  stage  oj  Croup, — By  M.  Trolssbau, 
Physician  to  the  Hotel -Dieu. 

(Medical  Times  ami  Oaxotte,  January  5,  1856.) 

After  some  preliminary  remarks,  M.  Trousseau  proceeds: 
•*  I  am  lirmly  decided,  for  my  part,  not  to  be  discouraged,  but 
to  advocate  tracheotomy  with  so  much  the  more  conviction  as  the 
proportion  of  successful  cases  increase  ;  and  if  that  proportion  re- 
mained even  as  it  was  ten  years  ago,  I  would  still  proclaim  the  ne- 
cessity of  tracheotomy,  and  I  would  not  cease  to  uphold  it  as  a 
duty,  a  duty  as  imperious  for  a  surgeon  as  the  ligature  of  the  carotid 
artery  after  a  wound  of  that  vcbsol,  oven  if  dcatli  followed  the  opera- 
tion as  often  as  the  cure. 

**  Here  are  the  results  of  my  operations  for  tracheotomy  during 
the  year  1854:  Io{>erated  on  nine  children.  Of  these,  two  died, 
while  seven  were  cured,  and  are  now  living  in  perfect  health. 
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"Certainly  the  proportion  of  cured  is  not  always  so  great ;  still, 
if  I  make  the  sum  total  of  the  operations  I  have  performed  in  the 
laat  four  years,  I  find  twenty-four  operations,  and  foartoen  cores, 
equivalent  to  more  than  half. 

**  At  the  Hospital  des  Enfans  Malades,  in  the  last  Ave  years,  the 
proportion  of  cures  has  been  nearly  a  quarU;*  Here  arc  the  ofticial 
nainbers,  viz  : 

operations  .    6  cures,  about  l-3d. 

•  12      "     more  than  l-3d. 
**         -  11      "     less  than  1-dth. 

•  7      "    only  l-9th. 
"          •  11      •*     only  l-4th. 

Total  215  "  47      "    about  l-4th. 

"This  result  is  considerable,  if  we  remember  the  social  condition 
of  the  children  who  are  brought  to  the  hospital,  the  deplorable 
treatment  they  are  subjected  to  by  'sage  femmes,'  quacks,  etc.;  in  a 
woni,  those  persons  the  poor  generally  consult  in  preference  to  doc- 
tors. We  should  bear  in  mind,  too,  the  unfavorable  condition  of 
tlie  hospital,  where  the  children  operated  upon  arc  placed  in  the 
nM»t  of  the  most  varied  and  fatal  contagion  ;  so  much  so,  that 
Offlen  when  the  operation  for  tracheotomy  is  succeeding  as  well  as 
conlJ  lie  desired,  the  scarlet  fever,  measles,  small-pox,  or  hooping 
coogh,  cause  the  most  fearful  complications. 

**  I  do  not  doubt  that  half  the  operations  performed  out  of  hos- 
pital are  successful,  always  provideil  tracheotomy  takes  place  when 
the  chances  of  cure  are  possible. 

"This  restriction  is  important;  for,  if  the  diphtheritic  infection 
la  thoroughly  rooted  in  the  system  ;  if  the  skin,  and  particularly 
tlie  cavities  of  the  nose,  are  invaded  by  this  special  phlegmasia  ;  if 
theqnickncss  of  the  pulse,  delirium,  prostration,  indicate  a  profound 
poii^on,  and  if  the  danger  is  rather  in  the  general  state  fhan  in  the 
local  legion  of  the  lar^-nx  or  of  the  trachea,  certainly  the  o])eration 
ibonld  not  be  trieil,  for  it  is  invariably  fatal ;  when,  however,  the 
local  lesion  constitutes  the  principal  danger  of  the  diseaKc,  no  mat- 
ter at  what  degree  asphyxia  has  arrived,  even  if  the  child  has  but  a 
few  moments  to  live,  tracheotomy  succeeds  invariably,  as  well  as 
though  it  had  been  tried  three  or  four  hours  sooner." 

Tlien  M.  Trousseau  speaks  of  the  mode  of  operating,  and  of  the 
•eeessity  of  using  a  double  canula ;  and  after  this  he  proceeds  to 
■peak  of  the  after-treatment.  Upon  this  last  subject  his  remarks 
are  of  extreme  importance,  and  wo  copy  them  without  abbrevia- 


••The  operation  once  performed,  the  first  duty  of  the  practitioner 

it  to  see  to  the  nourishment ;  that  remedy,  above  all,  is  essential  in 

most  acnte  maladies,  and  particularly  in  diseases  of  children.     Cer- 

tnaly,  abstineaoe,  prescribed  by  Broossaia,  and  ordered  by  those 
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practitioners  who  still  cling  to  tlie  old  school,  and  who  keep  up 
the  prejudices  of  their  early  medical  education,  is  one  of  the  most 
pernicious  helpers  of  disease ;  it  is  the  host  means  of  prolonging 
the  infection  of  the  system,  and  surest  way  of  facOitating  the  ab- 
sorption of  exterior  miasma  and  vicious  excretions  formed  by  the 
malady ;  the  surest  opponent  of  that  resistance  which  is  the  chief 
aid  of  convalescence  and  ultimate  cure. 

"Now,  I  do  not  mean  that  we  must  fall  into  the  opposite  ex- 
treme, that  we  must  overfeed  the  little  patients  ;  I  only  say,  that  we 
should  satisfy  the  appetite,  if  they  have  any,  and  even  force  them  to 
eat,  if  they  show  too  much  repugnance  to  food.  Do  not  hesitate 
in  employing  intimidation ;  in  this  case  often  have  I  assumed  the 
air  of  severity,  and  obliged  the  child  to  eat,  thus  preparing  the  way 
to  a  cure  I  otherwise  judged  impossible.  Milk,  eggs,  custards, 
chocolate,  and  soups  are  the  aliments  I  most  insist  on.  What  I 
have  here  uiged,  sufficiently  indicates  that  I  most  formally  pro- 
scribe the  continuation  of  those  means  judged  more  or  less  usefol 
before  the  operation,  viz.:  calomel,  alum,  emetics,  and  puiges, 
which  are  not  compatible  with  the  nourishment  I  advise. 

*\I  need  not  add,  that  the  application  of  blisters  would  he  perni- 
cious, inasmuch  as  they  would  establish  a  new  surface  when  the 
specific  inflammation  would  break  out,  and  thus  occasion  a  fatal 
absorption,  which  must  be  avoided  at  any  risk. 

"When  this  happens,  as  it  often  does,  after  blisters  have  been 
applied,  we  must  as  soon  as  possible  dress  the  wound  with  extract 
of  rbatany  or  Gonlard's  cerate,  or  else  rub  it  with  nitrate  of  silver, 
if  diphtheritic  concretions  already  cover  the  skin  which  has  so  use- 
lessly been  laid  bare. 

''  I  now  come  to  the  details  of  dressing,  to  which  I  seem  to  attach 
so  much  importance;  but  the  older  I  grow  the  more  I  am  con- 
vinced that  in  medicine,  the  minutiae  hold  a  much  more  considora- 
blo  place  than  is  generally  supposed.  Great  care  must  be  taken  in 
placing  between  the  skin  and  canula  a  round  piece  of  oiled  silk,  or 
mdia-rubber,  in  order  to  prevent  the  sides  of  the  canula,  and  the 
strings  which  attach  it,  from  irritating  the  wound. 

''  The  patients  must  be  taught  to  remove  and  replace  the  internal 
canula,  which  is  to  be  cleaned  every  two  or  three  hours. 

"The  child's  neck  must  bo  enveloped  in  a  knitted  woolen  scarf 
or  large  piece  of  muslin,  so  that  he  breathes  in  through  the  tissue 
which  covers  the  neck,  and  inhales  the  warm  air  impregnated  with 
the  moisture  furnished  by  the  breath.  This  precept  is  excellent;  we 
thus  avoid  the  drying  of  the  cavity  of  the  canula  and  of  the  trache; 
we  prevent  the  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the  forma- 
tion of  hard  scabs,  analogous  to  those  which  form  in  the  cavities  of 
the  nose  of  persons  attacked  with  coryza — scabs  which,  detaching 
themselves  in  complete  tubes,  or  in  fragments  of  tubes,  cause  terri- 
ble fits  of  suffocation,  and  sometimes  even  death,  by  the  occlusion 
of  the  canula. 
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<'  Before  Dr.  Gnenant  and  I  had  adopted  thia  method,  we  lost 
numbers  of  patients  by  catarrhal  pneumonia,  and  now  this  result  is 
much  less  frequent.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  introduction  of 
hot  and  moist  air  into  the  broncni  is  quite  a  favorable  condition. 
nwre  is  still  a  practice,  without  which  the  cure  is  rare  :  I  refer  to 
tike  cauterization  of  the  wound.  The  first  four  days  the  whole  sur- 
face of  the  incision  should  be  vigorously  rubbed  with  nitrate  of  sil- 
ver once  a  day  ;  thus  we  avoid  a  serious  result.  I  mean  the  diph- 
theritic infection  of  the  wound  which  covers  itself  with  thick  and 
fetid  false  membranes.  A  specific  inflammation  seizes  the  sur- 
xoonding  cellular  tissue,  and  developing  often  a  bad  species  of 
phlegmonous  erysipelas,  which  becomes  the  occasion  of  local  gan- 
grene, and  at  last  of  a  violent  symptomatic  fever,  and  of  a  general 
mlection  almost  always  fatal.  The  fifth  day  the  surface  of  the 
wound  is  so  modified  that  the  results  above  indicated  arc  no  longer 
to  be  feared.  There  now  remains  a  last  and  very  delicate  part  of 
the  treatment,  to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention  for  an  instant — I 
refer  to  the  removal  of  the  canula  and  the  definite  occlusion  of  the 
wound. '  We  must  establish  the  fact  that  the  sooner  the  canula  is 
removed  the  better.  This  can  rarely  be  done  before  the  sixth  day, 
M  it  is  seldom  necessary  to  scar  it  later  than  the  tenth.  However, 
there  are  cases  when  the  larynx  remains  completely  shut  during  fif- 
teen, twenty,  and  even  forty-four  days,  as  I  saw  in  the  case  of  a 
yonng  girl  eventually  cured. 

"At  the  end  of  the  first  week  we  must  remove  the  canula,  taking 
care  not  frighten  the  child  or  make  it  cry.     The  poor  little  sufferers 
are  so  accustomed  to  breathe  with  ease  by  artificial  means,  that 
when  the  canuU  is  removed,  in  onler  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  the 
sir  through  the  larynx,  they  are  seized  with  excessive  fear,  express- 
ed by  agitation,  cries,  and  in  consequence  tliore  is  an   acceleration 
of  the  breathing.    The  larynx  is  still  a  little  obstructed  either  by 
false  membranes,  by  mucus,  or  by  a  slight  tumefaction  of  the  mcm- 
brmne ;  and  then,  perhaps,  the  larynegal  muscles  have  lost  the  habit 
ef  contracting  in  harmony  with  the  wants  of  respiration.    There 
often  results  great  difiiculty  from  this  circumstance.     This  difficulty 
disappears  well  enough  in  the  great  number  of  cases,  if  we  succeed 
in  tranquillizing  the  little  patient :  this  is  the  province  of  the  mother 
rather  than  the  practitioner.     The  wound  is  closed  with  short  strips 
of  court  plaster.     If  the  sound  of  the  cough  or  the  respiration,  or  the 
natoTO  of  the  voice,  indicate  that  the  o|)cning  of  the  larynx  is  suffi- 
ciently large,  we  leave  the  dressing  there ;  but  if  the  air  only  pass  in 
insufficient  quantity,  the  plaster  must  be  put  on  ;  the  wound  should 
only  be  covered  with  linen  and  simple  cerate,  and  we  wait  the  next 
day  before  closing  the  wound  ;   if  the  air  do  not  pass  at  all,  then 
we  replace  the  canula,  and,  two  or  three  days  later,  make  the  attempt 
^gain. 

"  So  soon  as  the  respiration  proceeds  well,  notwithstanding  the 
ocdnaion  of  the  wound,  we  should  renew  the  dressing  two  or  tluee 
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On  Carbuncle  and  Boil,  By  Mr.  Btmb,  Professor  of  Clinical 
Saigery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

f  Lalloe^  Mweh  Sth,  I8S6.) 

"Gamhtiiole/'  says  Mr.  Syme,  in  a  Clinical  lecture,  ''is  a  cir- 
tfumscribed,  inflammatory  condition  of  the  true  skin.  It  begins 
with  a  small  red  point,  which  gradually  and  rapidly  extends  with  a 
Mculiar  tingling  and  pungcntly  painful  sensation,  much  greater 
uan  might  be  expected  from  the  degree  of  morbid  diange  apparent 
Co  ti^t.  The  skin  becomes  loosennl  in  its  texture,  and  swollen,  so 
•a  to  be  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  in  thickness.  Small  yellow 
pointa  appear  on  the  surface,  and  are  presented  by  a  section  of  the 
dermoid  texture,  interspersed  in  the  interstices  of  its  substance. 
^Hmbc  local  changes  are  attended  with  a  more  than  corresponding 
aoBonnt  of  constitutional  disturbance,  the  patient  being  unable  to 
■kep  or  eat,  having  an  anxious  expression  of  countenance,  and  pre- 
amting  all  the  characters  of  excessive  irritation.  If  the  evil  be 
itted  to  pursue  its  course,  it  terminates  in  sloughing  of  the  af-* 
1  skin,  and  either  death  of  the  patient  from  exhaustion  or  a 
tedious  recovery  from  the  loss  of  substance  which  has  beensus- 
AU  sorts  of  internal  remedies  and  local  applications  have 
little  or  no  control  over  a  carbuncle,  and  the  only  effectual  method 
of  catting  short  its  advance  is  to  make  a  froe  crucial  incision  com- 
pletely through  the  whole  extent  of  inflamed  skin.  Immediately 
■pen  this  being  done  the  redness  disappears  and  the  pain  ceases,  the 
constitutional  disturbance  soon  subsides,  and  the  affected  skin,  unless 
already  deprived  of  its  vitality,  quickly  resumes  itsnatiu-al  thickness 
and  httlthy  action,  so  as  to  remove  all  obstacle  from  the  healing 
process. 

"Reason  and  experience  being  so  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  prac- 
tice here  employcil,  1  should  consider  it  unnecessary  to  say  a  word 
■ew  npon  the  subject  were  I  not  aware  that  the  most  erroneous  ideas 
in  rpganl  to  the  pathology,  as  woll  as  treatment  of  the  disease,  are 
extensively  difliised  ;  and  as  my  duty  is  not  merely  to  inculcate  what 
teem  to  me  sound  principles  of  practice,  but  to  counteract  ond  ex- 
tirpate the  misleading  notions  which  you  may  have  elsewhere  ac- 
qninfd.  I  deem  it  necessary  to  warn  you  against  the  four  following 
erront,  which  are  very  generally  entertained  and  which  may,  perhaps, 
in  some  measure,  account  for  the  large  number  of  deaths  connected 
with  carbuncle  in  some  bills  of  mortality. 

"  In  the  first  place  1  beg  to  remind  you  that  the  disease  is  not 
■nbcntaneoiis,  but  seated  in  the  skin  itself.  Secondly,  that  tlic  ob- 
ject of  incisions  is  not  to  allow  room  for  thcescajw  of  matters  con- 
fined un«ler  the  skin,  bnt  to  extinguish  the  intinnimatory  action, 
through  discharge  of  Uood  ami  the  relief  of  tension,  by  dividing  the 
texture  in  which  it  is  seatcl.  Thinlly,  that  the  apjdication  of  caus- 
tic is  the  extreme  of  absurdity,  since  it  di[-ectly  insures  what  the 
gre.ftt  object  of  treatment  should  be  to  prevent,  and  by  destroying  the 
akin  aflfocted,  instead  of  restoring  it  to  a  healthy  condition,  neces 
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saiilj  protracts  recovery,  and  renders  it  less  perfect.  Fonrihlyp  and 
lastly,  I  bc^to  warn  yon  against  giving  the  patient  wine  and  noor- 
ishing  food,  or  employinp^  local  applications  of  a  stimulating  kind, 
so- long  as  ibe  inflammatory  tendency  continnes  in  operation. 

"  It  may  here  not  be  out  of  place  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
boils,  whidi  are  very  nearly  connected  with  carbnnde.  Like  it  they 
are  seated  in  the  skin,  begin  by  points  so  small  as  to  be  hardly  per- 
ceptible, and  extend  from  the  centre  in  a  circnmscribed  form,  with 
local  and  constitutional  symptoms  of  disturbance  graatlr  dispro* 
portioned  to  their  extent.  They  are  distinguished  by  restricted  to  a 
smaller  size,  by  presenting  a  more  convex  surface,  and  by  tendiqg 
to  suppuration  rather  than  to  sloughing.  It  is  true  that  they  con- 
tain a  white  substance,  named  their  core,  which  looks  like  and  is 
often  mistaken  for  merely  dead  cellular  substance,  but  is  diiefly  the 
result  of  a  morbid  deposition.  Fomentation  and  podticee  may 
soothe  the  uneasy  symptoms  proceeding  from  boils,  bnt  the  only 
effectual  mode  of  checking  their  progress  is  to  make  a  free  crucial 
incision  through  the  whole  extent  of  inflamed  skin  which  consti- 
tutes their  base.  It  is  often  said  that  'opening*  boils  does  so  good, 
and  this  may  be  true,  since  the  incision,  like  that  for  the  re  medy  of 
carbuncle,  must  be  directed,  not  with  a  view  to  evacuation,  but  to 
free  division  of  the  affected  skin.  The  opinion  generally  entertained 
atpresent  is,  that  boils  should  be  allowed  to  pursue  their  course, 
under  palliatives,  with  a  liberal  diet,  and  patients  are  frequently  met 
with  who  have  sufiFered  for  mouths,  or  even  yeors,  from  their  suc- 
cessive formation.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  nothing  can  be  more 
injudicious  than  such  a  procedure ;  ^ince  each  boil,  instead  of  being 
extingiiisheii  by  a  timely  incision  in  its  infancy,  is  allowed  to  go 
through  the  whole  of  its  irritating  course  with  attendant  constitu- 
tional disturbance,  which,  instead  of  benefiting  the  patient's  system, 
must  increase  its  derangement  and  liability  to  similar  formations. 
Between  two  and  three  weeks  ago  a  medical  man  of  great  respecta- 
bility in  this  city  called  upon  me,  complaining  of  a  boil  upon  his 
arm,  which  he  had  been  poulticing,  and  did  not  wish  to  remedy  by 
,  incision.  Two  days  afterwards  I  was  asked  to  visit  this  gentleman, 
found  him  in  l}cd,  and  was  told  that  he  had  l>een  deprived  of  sleep 
throughout  the  preceding  night  by  a  large  boil  on  his  haunch,  which, 
if  allowed  to  pursue  its  course,  threatened  to  produce  a  great  amount 
of  distress,  and  seriously  to  disturb  his  health.  Having  been  re- 
questeil  to  do  what  seemed  best,  I  made  a  free  crubial  incision,  and 
restricted  the  diet  to  milk  and  farinaceous  food.  Next  day  I  found 
the  patient  down  stairs,  sitting  in  his  library  perfectly  comfortable, 
as  he  had  been  ever  since  submitting  to  the  incision.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  the  system  at  present  in  fashion  hod  been  pursued  in 
this  case,  my  fnend,  instead  of  enjoying  perfect  health,  would  now 
have  been  fairly  entered  upon  a  course  of  annoyance  no  less  distress- 
ing than  unlimited  in  its  duration." 
[Note. — We  have  had  some  considerable  experience  in  the  treat- 
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oittit  of  carboncky  and  we  know,  positively,  that  our  patients  have 
derived  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  use  of  caustic  potash,  notwith- 
etanding  Prof.  Byrne's  assertion,  "that  its  application  is  the  extreme 
of  abeorditj."  The  relief  of  tension,  and  discharge  of  blood,  in  onr 
practice,  has  failed  alone  to  subdue  the  morbid  action,  and  it  was 
;  until  the  caustic  had  been  very  freely  applied,  that  improvement 
manifested.  Onr  rule  is,  in  addition  to  the  incisions,  to  con- 
cert the  whole  of  the  diseased  cellular  substance  into  a  saponacious 
compound,  and  to  extinguish  the  inflammatoiy  action  by  means  of 
slimnlanta— guinine,  a  >i;enerou8  diet,  dtc^;  and  we  cannot  too 
strongly  recommend  thin  mode  of  treatment.  b. 


FSMt  Vintfera  Radix,  a»  a  Diuretic, — Gentlexkk  : — From  a 
ooaaideFable  experience.  I  have  found  the  Grape-vine  Root  to  be 
one  of  the  best  diuretics  known  to  me.  Scarlet  fever  has  been  in 
my  section  for  some  length  of  time,  having  many  cases  of  genuine 
AmoMatra  to  treat  as  a  sequel  of  that  disease,  I  have  given  the  Grape- 
vine Root  a  fair  trial.  In  a  number  of  cases  nothing  else  prescribed^ 
the  water  moving  off  rapidly. 

I  have  the  root  procured,  and  then  placed  upon  a  heated  oven-lid^ 
■ad  there  burnt  into  ashes. 

1^.  Two  table-spoonnful  of  the  ashes,  pour  on  a  pint  of  boiling 
water.    The  patient  drinks  it  ad  libitum. 

Another  prescription  often  used — Sr.  Two  tablc-spoonsfnl  of 
the  ashes,  Jii  bi tartrate  potass.,  pour  on  a  pint  of  boiling  water. 
Taken  ad  libitum. 

Case. — A  case  of  uliui^orca  of  the  lower  extremities — tlio  sub- 
ject WA«  a  stout  negro  woman,  tncierUe  some  months,  a  plethoric, 
roLubt,  hearty  woman.  Her  legs,  thighs  and  left  labia  much  euhirgod. 
]k.  Grape-vine  Root,  two  table  spooui^ful,  bitartrato  po/ai»h.,  3ii. 
Pour  on  a  pint  of  boiling  water — patient  took  the  above  prescrip- 
tion, ad  liiHtum,  cou^iumiug  about  a  pint  a  day,  in  less  than  live  days 
Ihe  swelling  Iiad  completely  subsided. 

I  mention  this  cose  for  the  bencdt  of  the  young  practitioner,  as  he 
is  often  at  a  loss  how  to  treat  such  cases. 

Very  Respectfully, 

A.  U.  SI31M0NS,  M.  1). 

BavkstoVp  Monroe  Co.,  Ga. 


J^Prop.  Evb,  in  the  description  of  a  recent  visit  to  N.  Y.  thus 
informs  us  of  what  he  saw  at  Dr.  Horace  Green's  office  : 

Catheterism  of  the  air  passages  proposed  by  Prof.  Green  of  the 
Medical  College  of  New  York,  of  course  attracted  us  to  that  gen- 
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tleman,  whose  aoquamtanoe  we  had  thejpleaenra  of  making  at  De- 
troit. We  found  Dr.  Oreen  with  an  office  foil  of  patients,  and  the 
Doctor  actively  engaged  in  his  unique  operations  npon  the  throat 
and  air  passages.  He  took  great  pains  to  explain  the  simplicitj  of 
the  operation,  and  repeatedly  performed  it  in  onr  presence.  We  aaw 
him  inject  a  small  glass  synnge  fnll  of  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  of  the  strength  of  25  gn.  to  the  ounce,  into  the  left  bron* 
chus  of  a  nephew  of  President  Van  Buren,  who  got  up  immedi- 
ately after  the  operation  and  walked  about  the  room»  evmcing  not 
the  slightest  concern.  While  the  tube  through  which  the  injection 
was  made  was  in  the  trachea,  and  immediately  after  the  piston  of 
the  syringe  had  been  pushed  down,  the  patient  was  reqested  to  in- 
apire  air  which  he  did,  and  those  present  could  distinctly  hear  the 
fluid,  yet  in  the  tube,  descending  before  the  air  into  the  lungs.  Dr. 
Green  contends,  that  the  exquisite  sensibility  known  to  reside  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  elottis,  and  located  by  physiologists  in  the 
epiglottis,  is  not  in  this  organ,  which,  upon  the  contrary,  is  almost 
insensible,  but  is  precisely  where  it  ought  to  have  been  for  the  func- 
tion contemplated,  at  the  entrance  of  &e  glottis.  There  is  no  sort 
of  doubt  about  Dr.  Green's  operations,  so  far  as  the  entraaoa  of  the 
fluid  into  the  lungs  or  of  the  passage  of  a  sponge  probang  below 
the  vocal  cords,  if  indeed  there  be  any  such  thing,  which  Professor 
Leidy  denies,  we  understand,  in  his  demonstrations  of  these  parts. 
Time  must  determine  what,  if  any,  advantage  is  the  result  to  pa- 
tients laboring  under  tubercle  of  the  lungs  from  this  method.  The 
cases  published  by  Dr.  Gi-cen  inspire  hope,  and  this  great  pioneer 
in  a  forlorn  hope  fihould  be  encouraged  to  test  the  matter  in  full. 
God  knows,  and  the  tuberculous  sufferers  will  testify,  that  medicine 
requires  something  more  than  it  has  yet  been  able  to  offer  at  this 
point. — XaahvUle  Journal, 


Iodide  of  Zinc  in  enlarged  Tonsils, — Several  years  since  my  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  uhc  of  Iodide  of  Zinc  in  enlarged  tonsils 
of  a  chronic  character.  A  few  cases  soon  presented  themselves,  in 
which  the  tonsil  instniment  would  have  been  otherwise  the  resort  as 
tlieouly  means  of  relief.  But  by  the  use  of  the  repeated  application 
of  a  solution  of  ten  grs.  of  the  salt  to  31  of  water,  I  hjive  been 
able,  in  a  largo  majority  of  cases,  to  overcome  these  chronic 
enlargements.  Such  were  the  fortunate  results  of  the  use  of  the 
remedy  in  these  cases,  that  I  was  induced  to  try  its  efficacy  in  other 
cases. 

1  have  since  useil  it  in  ulceration  of  tlie  Os  Uteri.  At  first  I  used 
tlic  solution  and  increased  its  strength.  The  result  encouraged  mo 
in  a  perseverance  in  its  use,  aud  was  d»>cidedly  better  than  usually 
follows  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver — in  my  hands  at  least.  In- 
stead of  the  solution,  I  now  use  the  powder,  by  means  of  the  hair 
pencil  or  a  small  piece  of  fine  sponge  on  a  probang  and  carried 
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through  the  specnlam  to  the  uloerated  spot.  A  few  applications, 
with  lome  days'  mterval,  were  all  that  have  heen  necessary.  The 
•ohition  to  the  enlarged  neck  or  lips  of  the  uterns  will  he  found  a 
valuable  local  alterative. 

To  the  nlcers  of  "  nursing  sore  mouth,"  to  the  fauces  in  scarla- 
tina, to  foul  ulcers  upon  the  extremities,  the  solution  has  heen  very 
often  followed  by  excellent  results. 

Time  will  not  allow  me  now  to  give  a  report  in  detail  of  any  one 
of  the  different  cases  in  which  I  have  used  the  Iodide  of  Zinc,  but 
bacanse  I  regard  it,  after  considerable  experience,  as  not  only  a  valu- 
abb  remedy,  but  preferable  even  to  nitr.  aig.  in  very  many  cases.  I 
hkYe  thought  proper  in  this  brief  article  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
profenion  to  it,  and  hope  that  after  such  a  trial  as  I  have  given  it 
the  TCsnIt  may  be  as  satisiactOTy. — Iowa  Medical  Journal- 


'  The  learned  editor  of  L.  Union  Modicale,  Amede  I^tour, 
I  in  review  some  of  the  leading  speakers  at  the  Academy 
of  Medicine.  The  uterine  controversies  gave  rise  to  these  graphic 
aketches.  The  Virginia  Medical  Journal,  for  August,  to  which  we 
are  indebted  for  a  translation,  presents  its  readers  with  the  following 
wall-timed  prefatory  remarks : 

Whatever  touches  the  uterus,  medically  speaking  of  course,  has 
the  privilege  of  rousing  the  attention  and  intcrci^t  of  physicians  and 
aargeons.  The  innumerable  publications  on  this  subject  are  always 
rare  to  find  eager  readers.  The  theme  is  apparently  exhaustlcss,  else 
h  would  long  since  have  been  exhausted.  In  the  last  thirty  years, 
what  frequent  and  terrible  battles  have  been  fought  about  the  uterns  ! 
What  has  not  been  said  or  written  about  the  poor  organ  ?  What 
has  not  been  done  to  it  above  all  ?  It  has  been  cauterizeil  with  con- 
onitrated  acid^,  potential  salts,  heated  irons  and  galvanic  contrivan- 
cea  of  porcelain  and  platinum  ;  itha.sl>cen  incised,  iinpalc<l,  injected, 
fumigatetl,  niuti I ute>l,  lignted,  extirpated  even;  and  all  this  for  its 
own  good,  of  course  !  We  call  women  the  weaker  wx :  wo  should 
like  to  know  how  the  pretendod  strong  sex  would  como  out  of  such 
a  conrfio  of  delicate  manipulation. 

As  discussions  on  uterino  iH'<«»asos  have  been  mostly  bitter  polem- 
ics, so  the  treatises  on  the  subjoct  arc  chiefly  of  a  controversial  na- 
ture, Hlloil  with  special  pleailing  and  ex.iggoration,  and  calciilatc<.l  to 
bewilder  rather  than  afford  information.  Tho  conscfjuencc  is  that 
the  majority  ufyonng  prartitinin'r»i,at  least,  have  eiilier  imsettled,  or 
partisan  views  R»sp'.?fling  this  important  rlass  of  affectiun's. 

As  a  kind  of  introduction  wc  translate  the  following  dcscrijition 
of  t lie  academic  orators,  from  the  i>en  of  AmcJec  Latour,  the  spirit- 
ed editor  of  L'Union  Medicale.* 

*L'l'nI(.D  McdJcaltf,  toI.  Tiii,  No.  R3 
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"Do  yoa  know  that  in  this  discossion  then  have  bem  feorten 
grand  orations  ddivered  by  ten  orators?  My  pen  yearns  to  pass 
the  speakers  in  review.  But  our  profession  in  Paris  has  become  so 
susceptible,  so  touchy,  if  I  may  be  excused  the  expression,  that  I 
dare  not  ventore  on  those  innocent  little  criticisms  which  my  read- 
ers used  to  receive  so  benevolently. 

«  What  harm  could  it  do,  for  example,  for  me  to  say : 

'<  M.  Depaul  is  an  academician  of  great  prominence,  but  he  needs 
to  habituate  himself  to  those  courteous  forms  of  language  which 
render  criticism  the  more  poignant  as  it  is  more  polished.  His  tal- 
ent for  discussion  is  incontestible ;  but  he  wonld  improve  by  giving 
more  variety  to  his  aigament,  by  laying  aside  certain  stiff  and  set 
expressions,  by  refraining  from  following  his  adversaiy  sentence  hj 
sentence,  by  dwelling  on  important  points  and  passing  over  details 
more  rapidly.  M.  Depaul  has  one  charming  defect ;  he  is  young, 
he  has  time  and  opportunity  to  acquire  more  freedom  in  the  tribune, 
greater  facility  in  elocution,  and  more  felicitous  and  appropriate 
forms  of  discussion.  What  his  friends  should  nige  upon  M. 
Depaul  is  to  bear  contradiction  calmly  and  patiently ;  this  condition 
is  indispensable  at  the  academy,  in  anticipation  of  which,  no  doubt 
it  was  mdited  in  scripture  :  Detts  traudidU  mundum  di$jniUUiombu9 
corum. 

*'  M.  Malgaigne  requires  no  advice.  His  discourses  are  always 
agreeable,  spic}'  and  keen  ;  too  keen,  sometimes,  for  the  austere  ac- 
cuse him  of  occasionally  forgetting  the  precepts  of  charity  and  the 
rules  of  good  taste.  What  I  should  like  to  correct  in  M.  Malaigne 
is  his  declamation.  He  indulges  in  vocal  outbui^sts,  boisterous  in- 
tonations, bursts  of  pulmonary  thunder,  which  the  placid  subjects 
of  discusiiion  do  not  always  justify.  Whoever  had  entered  the 
academy  last  Tuesday,  for  example,  at  a  certain  period  of  M. 
Malgaigne's  speech,  would  have  thought  that  he  heard  a  A-ehement 
apostrophe  against  some  new  Cataline,  and  would  liave  been  greatly 
astonished  on  learning  that  the  noisy  eloquence  was  addressed  only 
to  the  speculum.  But  apart  from  these  little  defects,  which  only 
prove  that  M.  Malgaigne  has  not  taken  lessons  in  declamation  like 
some  of  his  colleagues  that  I  could  name,  what  pungency,  what  wit, 
what  brilliant  facility  in  the  orations  of  this  acailemician  !  What  a 
marvelous  aptness  !  Speech  is  to  him  like  a  docile  instrument, 
which  evolves  the  most  varied  sounds.  He  holds  the  audience  for 
hours  under  the  charm  of  that  clear,  accentuated  elocution,  now 
vehement,  then  sarcastic,  here  grave  an»l  lofty,  there  lively  and  bit- 
ing, always  correct,  often  elegant  and  retlolent  of  that  literary 
charm, 

*Now-a-dayst  alas!  so  rare.* 

**  M.  Paul  Dubois,  is,  of  all  the  academic  orators,  the  one  whoso 
discourses  are  strikingly  characterized  by  that  extreme  courtesy  and 
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•erapoloas  politeness,  the  absence  of  which  is  elsewhere  felt  nnpleas- 
aatly.  That  slow  and  nnctuons  utterance,  that  studied  preference 
for  the  most  pmdent  and  reserved  expressions,  that  constant  care 
to  use  not  a  single  word  or  gesture  under  the  impulse  of  emotion, 
tbat  TisiUe  solicitude  as  to  the  interpretation  which  may  be  given  to 
liifl  language,  that  obvious  apprehension  lest  he  may  go  beyond  what 
be  really  wishes  to  say,  all  these  impress  a  peculiar  character  on  the 
discoursee  of  M.  Dubois.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  seize  the  real 
thought  of  the  skillful  orator,  under  the  triple  veil  which  envelopes 
it — A  soft  and  silken  veil,  strewn  with  charming  ornaments,  which 
nem  placed  artistically  to  distract  attention,  or  to  deaden  the  sting 
of  a  criticism  which  is  very  penetrating  notwithstanding.  Long  be- 
fore the  recovenr  of  aniesthesia  in  surgery,  M.  Dubois  invented  an- 
aathesia  in  criticism,  that  is,  the  precious  art  of  mutilating  the  dis- 
ooiirae  or  doctrines  of  an  advereary  beyond  redemption,  without 
giving  him  the  slightest  pretext  for  complaint  or  recrimination. 

"  M.  Cazkacz  is  distinguished  by  opposite  characteristics.  Aa 
an  orator  he  is  perfectly  parliamentary,  but  very  sharp  and  decided. 
He  comes  at  once  to  the  gist  of  a  question,  without  noticing  prelim- 
inaries. His  argumentation  is  searching  and  rigorous  ;  he  is  posi- 
tive order ;  he  cares  little  for  accessories  and  ornaments  ;  he  presses 
forwmrd  to  the  main  issue;  his  criticism  is  straight-forward  and  plain; 
nothing  is  concealed  or  softened  down.  It  is  the  old  GauHc  manner, 
harsh  perhaps,  but  frank  and  devoid  of  subtlety  or  malice. 

M.  Velpeau,  of  all  the  orators  at  the  academy,  is  the  one  whose 
Hpeeches  show  the  least  indications  of  labor  and  preparation. 
Always  sure  of  what  he  wishes  to  say,  the  great  suigcon  pays  little 
attention  to  the  manner  of  saying  it,  and  this  carelessness  of  forms, 
which  would  le  perilous  for  others,  is  in  him  attended  by  almost  con- 
stant success  in  the  tribune.  Everybody  loves  the  informality  of  his 
discourses,  his  familiarity,  his  readiness,  the  playful  irony  of  his  argu- 
mentation, and  his  biting  ami  witty  criticism.  He  can  speak  for  a 
loQg  time  without  wearying  the  auditory,  such  is  his  faculty  of  cap- 
tivating the  attention,  without  declamation  or  any  artifice;  of  rheto- 
ric, simply  by  the  resources  of  an  ai-gumcnt  always  guided  by  good 
sense,  antl  ever  and  anon  enlivened  by  some  sly  jest.  Not  that  M. 
Velpeau,  does  not  debate  with  skill  and  adroitness,  but  there  is  no- 
thing artificial  in  it ;  he  is  logical  naturally,  by  the  force  of  his  keen 
intellect,  without  studying  the  rules  of  ratiocination. 
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M^lt  wQl  be  observed  that  the  name  of  Prof.  Gao.  G.  Blackmam 
appears,  in  the  present  number  of  the  Lancet,  at  one  of  its  editors. 
This  is  the  result  of  his  buying  an  interest  in  our  Joomal ;  whidi 
connects  him  inseparably  with  its  future  destiny.  We  can  but  con- 
gratulate our  readers  on  the  bright  future  that  this  anangement 
promises  for  the  Lancet.  Few  men  have  passed  over  a  wider  field 
of  observation  and  experience,  and  few  have  accumulated  a  greater 
amount  of  knowledge,  in  their  joumeyings,  than  Prof.  Blackman. 
His  talents,  experience,  reputation  and  accomplished  scholarship, 
peculiarly  fit  him  for  an  editor  of  a  medical  journal,  and  it  is  with 
mifeigned  pleasure  that  we  present  his  name  in  this  connection  to 
our  patrons.  w. 


J^In  our  last  number  we  reported  a  case,  which  illustrated  the 
difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  forming  a  correct  diagnosis  in  inju- 
ries of  the  shoulder  joint.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  we  pre- 
sent to  our  readers,  the  confession  of  a  distinguished  French  sui^on, 
M.  Lenoir.  It  was  elicited  by  the  discussion  which  took  place  on 
the  13th  of  October,  1852,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Societe  deChirurgie. 
We  translate  his  remarks,  as  published  in  the  BtUietin  de  la  Societe 
de  Chirurgie,  toin.  iii,  p,  180.  o.  c.  b. 

Bemarks  of  M.  Lenoir. — You  are  aware  that  we  have  two  kinds 
of  fracture  in  this  region.  One,  and  that  the  most  common,  through 
the  surgical  neck ;  the  other,  but  rarely  observed,  through  the  ana- 
tomical neck.  Now  I  admit  nearly  all  that  has  been  said  about  the 
facility  of  detecting  a  fracture  through  the  surgical  neck,  and  the 
value  of  the  proceeding  adopted  by  M.  Richet,  for  reducing  the 
dislocated  head  of  the  bone.  In  this  accident,  the  upper  fragment 
presents  a  certain  volume,  and  something  tangible,  to  aid  us  in 
our  exploration  and  reduction.  But  I  deny  that  a  fracture  through 
the  anatomi(;al  neck  may  bo  so  readily  detected.  I  deny  that,  in 
such  a  case,  the  head  of  the  upper  fragment  can  be  graspeil  with 
facility,  beneath  the  soft  parts  which  envelop  the  shoulder,  and  I 
assert  the  impossibility  of  returning,  by  lateral  pressure,  the  luxa- 
ted bone  into  the  glenoid  cavity.     I  base  my  assertion  upon  two 
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CMaa,  wliidi  I  find  recorded  in  the  annals  of  science,  and  npon  one 
which  came  nnder  my  own  observation.  The  first  of  these  occurred 
in  the  practice  of  my  old  master  (Honselot  j^^re),  and  formed  the 
1»aai8  of  the  excellent  memoirs  published  by  Delpech,  in  his  CAimr- 
5V  CiimqtM  d§  Jfmipelier.  The  specimen  should  now  be  in  the 
Mnaenm  of  the  Val'd$'Ghue$,  where  it  was  deposited  by  Houselot, 
TIm  patient  was  a  hemiplegic  old  man,  who  fell  out  of  bed,  and  died 
firom  the  eflfects  of  the  injury  at  the  end  of  twelve  days.  The  head 
€f  the  bone  was  thrown  backwards  into  the  infra  spinous  space.  In 
this  case  the  existence  of  the  fracture  could  not  be  detected  during 
lifis.  The  second  case  is  reported  by  (fir  Astley  Cooper,  in  his  ex- 
osUent  Treatise  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations.  The  fracture  was 
intra  capsular,  and  the  head  of  the  bone  was  thrown  in  front  of  the 
scapula,  to  which  it  had  contracted,  as  shown  by  the  autopsy,  osse- 
eos  adhesions.  The  patient  died  several  years  after  the  accident  At 
the  time»  she  was  treated  by  Mr.  Lucas,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  Qny's 
Hospital*  who  failed  to  detect  the  fracture.  The  third  case  occurred 
in  my  own  practice.  A  woman  aet.  88,  by  a  fall  on  her  shoulder, 
fractuied  the  anatomical  neck  of  the  humerus  •  She  died  some  five  or 
■ix  months  after  the  accident,  and  at  the  autopsy,  I  found  that  the 
head  of  the  bone  had  been  thrown  from  the  glenoid  cavity,  through 
a  large  rent  in  the  capsular  ligament,  and  that  it  rested,  by  its  une- 
Ten  surface,  on  the  brachial  plexus,  its  smooth  and  cartilaginous 
sorface  presented  anteriorly,  so  that  it  had  been  thrown  in  a  direc- 
tion from  above  downwards. 

Here,  then,  we  have  three  cases  of  fracture  of  the  anatomical  neck 
of  the  humerus,  complicated  with  a  luxation  of  the  head  of  the  bone, 
and,  in  which,  the  concomitant  luxation  has  been  overlooked.  Could 
this  have  been  the  result  of  inattention,  or  want  of  skill,  on  the  part 
of  the  observers  ?  Or,  was  it  not  owing  to  the  fact,  that,  if  not  impos* 
sihle,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  form  a  diagnosis  in  these  cases  ?  A 
single  glance  at  the  symptoms  by  which  such  accidents  may  be  char- 
acterized, will  aid  us  in  determining  this  point.  In  the  first  place 
they  are  produced  only  by  extreme  violence  applied  almost 
most  exduaively,  to  the  stump  of  the  shoulder ;  such  violence 
always  gives  rise  to  a  considerable  extravation  of  blood,  tumefac- 
tion, and  stifihess  of  the  contused  muscles  ;  all  of  which  circum- 
stances are  unfavorable  to  a  thorough  examination  of  a  deeply  seat- 
ed fracture.  Again,  the  deformity  by  which  this  accident  is  attended. 
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is  seaioely  perceptible.  Indeed,  when  tbe  heed  of  tk  hmnmis  u 
separated  from  the  tubercles,  the  upper  fmgment  still  presents  a 
oertain  volume,  and  if  it  remain  in  the  glenoid  cavitj,  the  stump  of 
the  shoulder  will  be  but  little  depressed.  I  ask,  then,  is  it  possible 
for  the  most  attentive  suigeon  to  detect  this  slight  depresdon,  whib 
the  soft  parts  are  still  swollen  ?  Crepitus,  a  pathognomonic  symp- 
tom of  fracture,  is  here  absent,  or  it  may  be  indistincti  when  ths 
uneven  surface  of  the  lower  fragment  is  brought  in  contact  with  the 
smooth,  polished  surface  of  the  glenoid  cavity.  But  the  sensation 
thus  produced  is  calculated  rather  to  lead  tbd  suigeon  to  suppose, 
that,  instead  of  a  fracture,  he  has  only  a  contusion  to  treat.  Beside 
the  sjrmptoms  already  enumerated,  we  have  the  presence  of  the  head 
of  the  done  in  the  vicinity  of  the  glenoid  cavity ;  if  detected,  of 
course  it  will  be  the  most  positive  test  of  the  fracture  and  tte  luxa- 
tion ;  but  the  tumefaction  remaining  for  days  after  the  accident  will 
interfere  with  our  examination,  and,  as  tbe  head  of  the  bone  is  bat 
of  small  size,  may  it  not  be  so  situated  as  to  render  it  imposnble 
for  the  most  experienced  surgeon  to  discover  it  ?  For  these  reasons, 
I  maintain,  that,  in  these  cases,  errora  in  diagnosis  must  often  be 
committed 


The  Winchester  Medical  College,  Va.,  has  reduced  the  number 
of  its  Profc88oi*8  to  three.  Generally  but  two,  and  never  more  than 
three  lectures  are  delivered  during  the  day.  The  Session  com- 
mences on  the  first  of  October,  and  continues  until  May.  The 
General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  in  order,  we  suppose,  that  the  supply 
of  Doctors  may  equal  the  demand,  has  passed  an  act,  in  accordance 
with  which,  fifteen  young  men  from  the  State  of  Yiiginia  are 
admitted  without  charge.  There  is  one  feature  in  the  arrangement 
of  this  Institution  which  meets  with  our  most  cordial  approbation. 
For  example,  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  lectures  during  the 
day.  Those  who  originated  the  present  system  of  medical  teaching, 
vastly  overrated  the  capacities  of  the  human  mind  for  acquiring 
knowledge.  We  once  knew  a  lawyer  who  boasted  that  he  could 
"  take  in"  ten  pages  of  Blackstone  at  a  glance,  and  sure  we  are, 
that  an  intellect  of  less  ditnensums  cannot  take  in  seven  lectures,  on 
different  topics,  on  the  same  day.     Some  students  may  have  **  a 
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huppy  memory/'  but  even  they  most  have  "  «&  onliAppy  diges- 


Trolj  did  the  eccentric  author  of  **  The  Doctor*'  remark :  "  the 
beil  compacted  memory  is  like  a  sieve ;  more  of  necessity  slips 
tbroQgh  than  stops  npon  the  way ;  and  well  is  it,  if  that  which  is 
of  most  value  be  what  remains  behind."  Who  can  donbt  that  the 
iflacty  of  thna  attempting  too  mnch  in  the  fonr  months  usually 
aDotfted  to  medical  lectures,  must  be  to  send  forth  incompetent 
practitioners,  men  who  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  but  little  merit 
the  title  of  "  a  learned  profesHion."  So  long  as  the  present  imper- 
isot  system  is  maintained,  we  may  hold  onr  annual  meetings,  and 
vsiblve  that  we  «r«  a  learned,  a  dignified  profession,  but  such 
Mwdntions  cannot  enfprce  the  homage  or  retain  the  confidence  of 
tte  "^ffiiiff  fftmraUUimo,  the  great  general  public."  Have  we 
sot  ouredvea  to  blame  that  the  latter  so  readily  divide  their 
patronage  with  the  artkodax  profession  and  the  quack  ?  From  year 
to  year,  young  men  of  ability  find  less  and  less  inducement  to 
engage  in  the  study  of  a  profession,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  which 
can  be  acquired  only  by  years  of  unremitting  toil  and  sacrifice. 
Onleti  the  standard  of  medical  education  can  be  elevated,  and  a 
more  rational  system  of  instruction  adopted  than  now  prevails,  who 
can  foretdl  how  soon  we  must  forfeit  all  claims  to  the  honors  and 
fwml€gt9  awarded  to  the  Ubinrai  professions  ? 

But  we  have  more  to  say  upon  this  important  topic,  than  our 
timie  and  space  at  present  will  permit,  and  hope  soon  to  resume  its 
disenssion.  b. 


Ugaiurt  ^f  ike  Aorta  ! — ^Mr.  South,  of  St.  Thomas'  Hospital, 
London,  on  the  2l8t  of  June  last,  tied  the  abdominal  aorta  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  a  laige  aneurismal  tumor  of  the  right  iliac  artery. 
A  miserable,  unsatisfactory  report  of  the  case  was  published  in  the 
Ammoc.  Med,  Jcmmal  for  June  28th,  seven  days  after  the  operation, 
in  which  the  reporter  devotes  considerable  space  to  the  anatomical 
description  of  the  abdominal  aorta,  but  conceals  from  the  reader 
the  progress  and  final  result  of  the  case  after  the  operation.  The 
latter,  however,  may  be  inferred  from  Che  four  previous  uiisuccess- 
fd  attempts  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  (1817);  Mr.  James,  (1829); 
Mr.  Mnrray  (1884),  ani  Dr.  Monteiro  (1842). 
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In  the  above  infUnoes,  the  patienta  Bumyad  the  opention,  ihm 
first,  40  hours ;  the  seoond,  3  hours ;  the  third,  28  hours  ;  and  the 
fourth  is  reported  to  have  lived  fifteen  days.  Mr.  Sonih's  patient 
may  survive  the  latter  period,  hut,  xecoveiy  certainly  could  not 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  operator.  The  cases  in  which  patients 
have  survived  for  months  and  years  after,  the  giadual  obliteration  of 
the  abdominal  and  thoracic  aorta,  affotd  us  no  criterion  by  which  to 
judge  of  the  efibcts  produced  by  the  sudden  obetraciion  of  the  vesael 
by  ligature,  and  the  operative  proceedings  required.  n. 


Pbof.  Bt.  John,  who  has  been  long  and  favorably  known  aa 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College,  has  been 
appointed  Lecturer  on  the  same  department  in  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  New  York.  By  his  withdrawal  ttom  the 
Cleveland  School,  the  West  has  lost  a  strong  man* 


The  Bhode  Island  Fiske  Fund  Prize  has  been  won  by  a  South* 
emer,  Dr.  Edwin  Warren,  of  Edenton,  N.  Carolina.  During  the  past 
five  years  it  has  also  been  given  to  another  southern  physician,  the 
late  Dr.  Peebles,  of  Virginia.  Dr.  Warren's  Essay  is  on  the  in- 
fluence of  pregnancy  in  arresting  the  progress  of  tubercular  disease. 
We  hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  perusing  it  in  some  of  our 
Journals.  B. 


g^  The  Army  Medical  Board  of  Examiners,  composed  of  Drs. 
Triplcr,  Jarvis,  and  McLaren,  has  been  in  session  at  the  Newport 
(Ky.),  Barracks  for  three  weeks.  Of  36  applicants,  who  received 
orders  to  present  themselves  for  examination,  we  understand  not  20 
have  appeared.  The  result  of  the  examination  has  not  yet  been 
made  known.  Candidates,  both  for  the  army  and  Naval  Medical 
staff,  are  now  compelled  to  snbmit  to  a  most  rigid  and  impartial  ex- 
amination. According  to  a  recent  act  of  Congress,  fnll  Surgeons 
have  the  rank  of  Majors,  and  their  pay  is  $165  per  month.  Assist* 
ant  Surgeons  rank  as  Captains,  and  receive  9122  50  per  month. 

B. 
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J^Dr.  T.  O.  R1OHARD8ON,  ofLonisville,  has  accepted  thein- 
TiUtiontofilltlie  chair  of  Anatonj  in  the  Pennsylvania  Medical 
CoIIqpe,  Dr.  J.  M.  Allen  having  resigned.  Dr.  Middleton  Grold- 
mith,  for  many  years  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Castleton  Medi- 
cal Goll^,  Yt,  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Suigery  in  the 
Kentucky  School  of  Medicine.  Dr.  J.  La  Conte,  has  resigned  the 
Cbair  of  Chemistry  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Soigeons,  N. 
Y.  Prof.  Wilhird  Parker^  of  N.  Y.,  has  been  elected  to  the  post  of 
SwgeoB,  in  the  New  York  Hospital,  made  vacant  by  the  lesigna- 
tioB  of  Dr.  Cheeseman.  A  large  number  of  the  friends  of  the  late 
Mr.  Guthrie  have  determined  to  erect  a  suitable  monument  to  his 
memory.  Local  ansBsthesia,  by  means  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  has  been 
•QOoeMfully  tried  by  Dr.  Finnell,  of  N.  Y.»  in  removing  a  diseased 
loo-aail.  Prof.  Simpson  has  used  it  with  considerable  benefit  in 
painful  conditions  of  the  Yagina,  uterus,  Ac.  He  uses  a  bottle 
with  a  flexible  tube  attached  to  the  cork.  The  gas  is  generated  by 
nixing  the  following  iugrcdients :  Acid  Tart.  3vi.,  Sod.  Bi.  Carb. 
3viiL,  Aq.  3vi.  The  same  practice  had  been  previously  adopted, 
by  Dr.  Dewei.  of  Phil,  and  Dr.  Rossi,  of  Italy.  Prof.  Owen,  the 
modem  Guvier,  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Natural  History  Depart- 
ment of  the  British  Museum.  His  salary  is  £500  per  annum. 
Mr.  Quekett  is  Prof,  of  Histology  and  Conser\'ator  of  the  Museum 
of  the  Royal  CoU^  of  Surgeons.  A  warm  controversy  is  now 
ffiging  between  Drs.  Henry  Bennett  and  H.  Tyler  Smith,  of  Ijondon, 
as  to  the  propriety  and  eflicacy  of  the  caustic  treatment  in  uterine 
&ease.  Dr.  Smith  proposes  that  an  obstetric  congress  bo  called 
to  settle  the  matter. 

Medical  "5iio£«."— Tlio  last  number  of  the  Philadelphia  Medi- 
cal and  Suigical  Journal  contains  some  very  pertinent  and  well- 
timed  editorial  remarks  ujpon  a  cei  tain  class  of  men  which  the  au- 
thor denominates  "  noioneiy  ncken,'*  They  are  the  pest  of  eveir 
community,  but  most  especially  of  cities,  where  any  considerabJe 
aomber  of  professional  men  are  brought  into  competition. 

A  few  quotations  from  the  article  to  which  we  have  alluded  will 
bdicate  most  clearly  their  generic  classification.  We  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  add  some  italics,  in  order  to  indicate  more  prominently 

a7 
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.  the  personage  in  oor  Medical  Societies,  and  probably  onr  readm 
will  find  no  difficult j  in  recognizing  the  tkii^  wherever  he  is  met 
with. 

"  These  gentlemen  are  by  no  means  confined  to  politics;  the  genw 
is  found  in  literaiy  circles,  scientific  bodies,  law  associations,  and 
largely  in  medical  toeietiei.  In  the  latter  they  flonrish  hogdr.  Tim 
practice  of  the  profession,  allowing  of  little  opportunity  for  tDch 
display,  they  spend  days  and  money  to  visit  any  gaihmifip  fif  mmH' 
tal  men,  in  order  to  appear  'on  the  minutes,'  to  ofier  a  resolution, 
to  thunder  away  at  quackery — ^themsdves  the  most  amal 
quacks. 

This  little  noisy  animal  is  sure  to  be  seen  wherever  a  new  consti« 
tution  is  to  be  'got  up,'  a  set  of  medical  ethics  to  be  defiBnded— or 
some  friendless  member  of  the  body  medical  is  to  be  kicked  out  or 
^/united.  He  delights  in  trying  honorable  men  and  insulting  them, 
m  appeariffff  as  chairman  of  some  learned  committee,  wAof  #  iaior  is 
performed  by  some  modest  unpretending  member,  while  the  notoriehr- 
seeker  makes  all  the  public  blowing,  and  claims  all  the  honor  of  tba 
great  movement,  which  originated,  he  says,  with  himset/. 

These  fellows  also  congregate  in  parties  and  cliques  of  mutual 
admiration  societies,  and  prise  each  other  to  the  echo.  We  can  pre- 
dict with  unerring  certainty,  after  watching  a  few  meetings  of  any 
public  medical  body,  who  will  next  figure  as  the  magnus  Apollo, 
who  will  be  the  Dii  Majores,  who  the  Dii  Minores,  and  who  the 
penates. 

'Tis  amusing  to  see  the  early  struggles  of  this  genus  of  animal  for 
position.  The  least  favor  from  the  greater  lights  is  received  with 
obsequious  humility,  and  at  the  same  time,  ihe  bidding  of  these  lights 
is  scrupulously  obeyed — a  hint,  a  nod,  a  wink,  sends  a  poor  devil 
whom  the  Gods  wish  to  damn,  to  eternal  perdition.  The  slaves  do 
their  master's  wishes  better  than  he  could  himself — and  when  they 
have  arrived  at  the  so  much  sought  for  'bad  eminence,'  they 
have  their  pimps  and  agents  and  act  like  Sir  Oracue — when  they 
speak  let  no  dog  bark. 

These  fellows  foolishly  imagine  that  by  this  dirty  process  they  at- 
tain eminence  in  their  profession.  They  attain  notoriety — bo  does 
the  man  that  is  hung.  No,  true  greatness  feels  the  vanity  of  such 
toys,  and  looks  to  a  higher  source  for  the  hearts  and  sympathies  of 
man  and  God.  Our  public  Medical  societies  are  cursed  by  these  no- 
toriety seekers.  Their  voice  is  heard  everywhere  in  pul)lic,  and  the 
true  end  and  purposes  of  such  bodies  are  '  missed  and  come  short 
of '  because  of  the  ill  jangling  and  ill  manners  of  the  notoriety 
seekers. 

Reform  it,  brethren,  reform  it  altogether.  Smile  the  greatness  of 
these  little  men  into  its  Intimate  nothingness,  and  let  true  science 
and  worth  be  honored." 

These  "  snobs,"  as  we  are  disposed  to  call  them  are  a  disgrace  to 
tbe  profession,  on  account  of  their  ignorance ;  their  elementary  edu- 
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eatioa  not  enabling  tliem  to  arrange  a  half  dozen  sentences  in  gram- 
matical constmction.  They  may  have  a  smattering  of  knowledge 
which  haa  been  drummed  into  them  at  the  rate  of  five  or  six  lectures 
fer  diem"^  for  the  space  of  three  times  three  months,  and  if  examined 
at  ik$  do9B  have  been  allowed  to  pass  into  the  profession.  This  nine 
months  grinding  in  the  professional  mill,  will  furnish  them  with 
all  the  capital  which  an  uncultivated  brain  can  invest;  and  all  that 
ia  required  to  make  the  full  grown  medical  **  snob"  is  vanity,  perse- 
varenoe  and  self-love.  The  result  then  of  this  nine  months'  gesta- 
tion ia  at  best  an  abortion. 

But  to  '*rtform  such  men  is  asking  too  much  of  the  profession.'* 
Medical  men  have  no  time  to  do  the  work  of  the  country  ichool- 
mmi  1,  or  to  give  fireside  parental  instruction  in  manners.  Besides 
it  ia  hopdessTy  too  late;  for,  although  puerile,  they  are  "  too  old  to 
kam."  They  are  beyond  the  reach  of  all  the  ordinary  rules  of  teach- 
iag^-even  the  sting  of  ridicule  sheathed  in  the  garb  of  friendship. 
Henoe,  in  many  circles  where  leisure  and  merriment  meet,  they  are 
tlie  "nnts  to  crack."  And  this  very  class  of  men  is  contributing, 
BM>re  than  any  other  cause,  to  the  success  and  propagation  of  quack- 
aiy.  Tlie  community  mistake  notoriety  for  a  trustworthy  reputa- 
tion founded  upon  real  merit ;  these  men  get  into  a  business,  and 
keep  their  patients  just  long  enough  to  disgust  them  not  only  with 
thair  ill-manners,  hcri$  luugh  and  self-adulation,  but  their  empirical 
dosing,  leaving  their  minds  susceptible  to  the  garrulity  of  any  old 
woman,    whether  she  advocates  little  pills   or  the  **e6ld   water 


Nay,  the  work  of  reformation  must  be  done  outside  of  the  pro- 
on  ;  gnard  its  portals,  let  elementary  education  in  the  sine  qua 
**dui]f  qualified,*'  the  pass- word,  and  we  should  not  be  so  much 
oyed  with  notoriety  seekers. — The  Medical  Independent. 

IVeaimgni  pf  ErysipdoM, — ^M.  Velpcau  gives  the  results  of  his 
treatment  of  1000  cases  of  Erysipelas.  He  places  the  greatest 
wlianoe  in  tnm.  He  employs  the  jprolo-n///)Aa/0  of  iron  in  solution, 
aboDt  twelve  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water — or  as  ointment,  eight 
paita  to  thirty  of  lard.  In  forty  cases  in  which  this  was  exclusively 
med,  the  erysipelas  yielded  in  from  twenty-four  to  forty -eight 
homa.  The  ointment  is  more  easily  employed  to  some  parts  than 
d»  lotion,  but  is  somewhat  less  efficacious.  It  should  be  applied 
about  three  times  a  day.  The  lotion  should  be  applied  by  soft 
eoaspreases  or  cloths  kept  constantly  moist, — Bull,  de  Therap. 

IWolHiM/  nf  Xocturnal  Erections. — By  M.  Debout. — ^When 
ftma  occur  during  the  course  of  a  gonorrhcea,  or  are  produced 
W  genital  erethism  in  the  young,  M.  Van  den  Corput  recommends 
mt  following  nills : — Extr.  of  belladon.  10  centigr.,  fresh  lupulin, 
eaaiphor,  oa  60  centig.  Divide  into  eight  pills,  from  one  to  four 
lo  ha  tMkta  towards  the  evening.    The  saccharata  of  Inpnlin  always 
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BQcoeeds,  when  givon  in  snfficient  doses,  in  the  idiaf  of  the  ereetions 
which  are  sympathetio  of  specific  inflammation  of  the  mncooi 
membrane.  A  oetter  combination  than  that  of  camphor  md  bella- 
donna is  formed  with  indian  hemp  : — ^Extract  of  indian  hemp  5 
centigrammes,  recent,  lupnlin  1^  grammes,  sngar  9.s„  for  the  tri- 
turation of  the  Inpolin.  To  form  two  doses,  to  be  taken  in  the 
evening  at  an  hour's  interval.  As  to  the  erethism  of  children,  it  le 
nsnally  induced  by  ascarides  in  the  rectum,  and  may  he  rdieved  by 
injections  of  cold  water  or  of  salt  and  water. — BM.  cb  Tkermp. 
Tom.  XLIX.  p.  360. 

Diseased  Supra-rentd  Capsules. — fCase  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Gibbon.) — [In  the  subjoined  case,  the  aiscoloration  of  the  skin  was 
sufficient  to  lead  to  a  diagnosis  of  diseased  supra-renal  oi^ans ;  it 
did  not,  however,  amount  to  a  tnie  bronzing.  The  disease  found 
at  the  autopsy  had  only  partially  destroyed  the  organs,  and  was  of 
such  a  character  as  might  have  boon  supposed  to  be  in  all  proba- 
bility of  recent  origin.  The  case  is  thus,  as  far  as  it  goes,  confir- 
matory of  Dr.  Addison's  views. — J.  H.] 

The  following  narrative  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Oibbon,  under 
whose  care  the  patient  died : 

Edward  Duncan,  aged  52,  a  cabman,  was  admitted  into  the  Lon- 
don Hospital,  February  8,  1866,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Parker, 
when  the  clinical  clerk  made  the  following  notes  :  His  parents  died 
at  an  advanced  age  ;  their  other  children  are  all  well ;  the  patient 
has  four  children,  all  in  good  health;  ho  has  been  ill  and  getting 
worse  during  the  Ihstsix  months.  Complains  of  general  weakness, 
loss  of  appetite,  some  cough,  but  no  pain  ;  he  has  not  had  bowc4 
complaint  or  night  sweat ;  is  somewhat  thinner  than  usual ;  expec- 
torates only  a  little  mucus  ;  skin  yellow  ;  cool,  and  moist ;  sleeps 
a  great  deal,  but  awakes  easily  and  completely ;  respirations  24 ; 
left  side  of  chest  expands  most  freely,  and  on  the  right  the  vocal 
tremor  is  mobt  distinctly  felt,  with  prolonged  expiration  and  Kome 
crepitus  on  the  posterior  part ;  pulse  94,  soft  and  weak ;  heart 
sounds  normal ;  bowels  costive  ;  tongue  slightly  coated  with  white 
fur.  No  tenderness  on  pressure  of  abdomen  ;  urine  clear,  no  de- 
posit, sp.  gr.  1022  ;  acid,  no  albumen.  A  variety  of  tonics  were 
given,  but  none  had  the  desireil  effect.  He  grew  weaker  and  weaker. 
Had  an  attack  of  diptheritis  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  throat 
and  fauces.  When  1  first  saw  him  and  took  charge  of  him  a  week 
before  his  death  ho  was  in  alow  typhoid  condition,  and  was  reported 
to  be  phthisical.  After  a  most  careful  examination,  1  could  detect 
no  physical  signs  of  disease;  the  symptoms  most  resembled  those 
of  typhoid  fever,  but  the  symptoms  indicating  the  cerebral  oppres- 
sion always  present  in  continued  fever  were  absent.  From  the 
aneemic  condition,  and  the  yellow-brownish  appearance  of  the  skin, 
which  did  not  extend  to  the  sclerotica,  I  guessed  he  had  disease  of 
the  snpra-renal  capsules.  Steel  was  given  him  as  well  as  a  very 
liberal  diet,  but  he  died  {rom  eiJoaxiAlVoxi. 
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Post-mortem  Examination. — Skin  universally  of  a  yellowish  color; 
no  ppots  or  blotches  in  the  armpits.  Great  emaciation.  Blood 
flnid  in  the  heart  and  arteries.  The  lungs,  heart,  liver,  spleen  and 
kidneys  were  healthy.  The  supra-renal  capsules  were  both  of  them 
of  move  than  normal  size,  and  when  laid  open  were  seen  to  consist 
of  mere  membranous  bags,  in  the  interior  of  which  were  shreds  of 
dicinlegrmted  tissue.  In  the  right  a  thin  lamella  of  healthy  cortical 
structure  still  existed  in  parts,  but  in  the  left  the  tissue  of  the  organ 
appeared  to  be  wholly  destroyed. 

IVeatmeni  of  Small-pox  Pustules. — Sir : — ^I  beg  leave  to  lay  be- 
fore your  readers  a  mode  of  treating  small-pox  pustules  on  the  face, 
which,  ao  far  as  I  have  tried  it  in  both  varieties  of  that  disease,  has 
been  attended  with  very  happy  results  in  preventing  the  formation 
of  pits  and  scars. 

My  plan  of  treatment  consists  in  the  free  application  of  rectified 
spirits  to  the  pustules  at  intervals  of  about  four  hours  from  the  time 
they  have  fully,  or  nearly  fully,  developed  themselves. 

The  effect  of  the  application  is,  tho  rapid  hardening  and  drying 
of  the  contents  of  the  pustules  by  cougulation  of  their  albumen. 

Tlie  crusts  thus  formed  become  detached  after  a  few  days,  leiiving 
the  subjacent  skin  smooth  and  unaltercil,  covered  l)y  a  thin  but 
beakhy  cuticle.  The  cm^Ui  in  the  oouilueut  form  of  the  disease 
separate  in  large  masses,  and  tho  new  cuticle  continues  to 'des- 
quamate for  many  days  after  the  pustule-crusts  have  disappeared. 

1  have  not  yet  fully  ascertained  the  effects  of  the  application  of 
the  Kpirits  of  wine  in  arresting  the  development  of  tho  pustules, 
when  applied  early  in  the  disease  ;  but  I  hope  to  have  shortly  some 
case*  to  submit  to  your  readers.     I  am,  (fee, 

26,  Wobum-plai-e.  James  Jones,  M.  D.,  Loud. 

— London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 

DEATH  OF  DR.  WILLl.AM  U.  COBB.— We  \\mv^  teldoni  been  mure 
paiaml  by  any  iutrjligeuce  than  we  wtroa  few  weeks  iiiiice  by  the  ncwi  of 
the  death  of  Dr.  William  II.  Cobb,  eldent  bom  of  our  estimable  friend,  Trof. 
Cobb.  This  melancholy  evi^ut  took  place  in  Mii^souri,  wheru  this  iironiifling 
yoBBg  physiciau  had  i^onc  to  pursue  his  profession,  and  where  he  hati  nlnMidy 
Bade  many  warm  frleuiis  by  his  manly,  upright  depurtmcut.  Dr.  Cobh  was 
mmmoi  the  most  thorouglily  educated  young  physiciuns  In  oor  country,  and 
hia  eorly  death  is  a  real  Iom  to  our  profi-ssion.  Modest,  gentle,  ingenuous; 
fre«  from  every  vice;  with  a  cleiir,  ec'jve,  (Hscriiniualing  mind,  a  plmiting 
pcrvon  and  address,  and  a  true  lore  of  science  and  letters,  there  cun  be  no 
doubt  that,  if  his  life  had  been  spared,  he  would  have  attained  an  enviable 
diiBtiDCtion.  He  was  for  several  years  a  prLv.-ite  teacher  of  medicine  io  Louis- 
ville, and  was  admired  for  his  proffssional  le:ir'iing,  und  his  clear,  happy  btyle 
oi  imparting;  instruction.  Subs«-queutly  he  wum  Denion!)tnitor  ot  Aiiiilomy 
IB  tiie  MetiiC4l  Colle^^e  of  Ohio,  and  uuriug  his  brief  couneotiou  with  that 
•ehool,  be  gave  proof  of  his  cnpucity  to  shine  in  a  department  ol  the  profes- 
■loo  ia  vhiLh  hi^  father  h-is  b<*conit*  so  (lixtipgulBhed.  We  can  conct-ive  of 
few  heavier  CHUinities  than  the  death  o(  such  u  son.  and  we  are  sure  that  tho 
poTi*DtM  of  this  gifted,  amiable  young  physician  have  the  Bincere  sympithy  of 
ibal  wide  circle  of  friends  in  which  his  talents  and  virtues  were  Urst  known 
mad  appreciated.— lYosAcitfe  Jturnal. 
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6ripa(  f  tcturrs,  (^ssa^s,  anlr  Commmticatioits. 

On  Ih.   J.  R.  Free9e^$    ^^Foreeps  versus  Seiuom,  Sharp 
CfroieM"  etc. — ^By  B.  F.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati. 

The  perusal  of  the  case  under  the  above  caption  reported 
in  the  August  number  of  the  Lancet  by  Dr.  Freese  of  Bloom- 
ington,  DL,  suggested  to  my  mind  the  words  of  Gurran, 
^  Truth  is  to  be  sought  only  by  slow  and  painful  progress. 
Error  is,  in  its  nature,  flippant  and  compendious;  it  hops 
with  airy  and  fastidious  levity  over  proo&  and  arguments, 
sad  perches  upon  assertion — ^which  it  calls  conclusion."  It 
is  certainly  very  desirable  that  cases,  which  are  unusual  in 
their  nature  or  management,  should  be  reported  in  our  medi- 
cal journals  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession  at  large.  We 
■hould  not,  however,  lose  sight  of  the  important  fact,  that 
there  is  a  vast  diiTerence  between  an  unusual  and  an  improbable 
or  impossible  case.  In  the  history  of  medical  practice,  we 
kave  many,  what  CuUen  denominated  faUe  facts;  and  in 
that  category  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  place  the  report 
■nder  consideration ;  for  it  is  at  variance  with  certain  well 
established  obstetrical  and  mechanical  laws,  and  sets  at 
naught  the  accumulated  testimony  thrived  from  observation 
and  experiments  from  the  days  of  Smellie  and  Levret  down 
VOL.  XYIL — NO.  88. 
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to  the  present  time.  That  unusaal  cases  and  their  manage- 
ment, maj  prove  instructive  and  advantageous  to  the  profea* 
sion,  it  is  necessary  that  cHl  of  their  important  features  should 
be  as  clearly,  definitely,  and  exaetly  set  forth,  as  tke  circum- 
stances will  permit.  These  conditions  having  been  faithfully 
complied  with,  we  will  be  in  but  little  danger  of  having  oar 
credulity  imposed  upon. 

It  may  be  no  difficult  matter  for  a  physician  to  so  conduct 
himself  as  to  secure  ''much  credit"  ''  among  tiie  friends"  of 
his  patient;  and  yet  were  that  same  conduct,  in  connection 
with  the  views  upon  which  it  was  predicated,  presented  to  the 
profession  for  iU  judgment,  the  result  might  not  be  quite  so 
creditable.  It  would  re^Hpre  no  special  shrewdness  to  impose 
upon  the  liberal  confidence  of  firiends  who  are  as  anxious  for 
the  patient's  safety,  as  they  are  ignorant  of  the  means  best 
adapted  to  that  end ;  and  yet  I  hope  that  no  high-minded  and 
intelligent  physician  can  ever  feel  it  necessary  to  resort  to  a 
^professional  ru%e^'  for  the  purpose  of  securing  much  or 
little  commendation  at  the  hands  of  those  about  him.  Let 
us  not  usurp  the  legitimate  weapon  of  the  charlatan. 

If  I  had  any  personal  malice  to  gratify,  I  might  rejoice  at 
the  doctor's  response  to  the  prayer  of  one  of  old,  "0!  that  mine 
enemy  would  write  a  book;"  but  having  no  other  feeling  than 
that  of  vindicating  scientific  obstctricy,  I  shall  proceed  to  aa 
examination  of  his  report. 

At  the  outset  the  doctor  complacently  remarks  :  "  Most  of 
my  friends  call  me  a  bold  operator,  a  bold  practitioner,"  etc. 
If  by  boldness  we  are  to  understand  a  reckless  disregard  of 
the  land-marks  of  scientific  obstetricy,  as  established  by  the 
study  and  observation  of  eminent  men  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years  past ;  then,  doubtless,  the  doctor  deserves  his  heroic 
reputation;  for  he  attempted,  and  Bays  he  performed,  that^ 
in  which  one  of  the  Chamberlains  failed  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six  years  ago,  in  Paris,  and  as  a  merited  consequence 
of  his  presumption,  retnrned  to  England  in  disgrace.  That 
one  should  have  succeeded  where  the  other  failed,  the  cases 
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bmng  similar  in  their  character,  may,  perhaps,  be  explained 
Mtisfaetorily,  by  stating  the  fact,  that  the  jealous  and  astute 
If aoriceau  selected  the  case  for  Chamberlain — ^Doctor  F. 
mieeied  hi»  otcm. 

The  great  feature  of  this  report  is  the  extraction,  with 
Hodge's  forceps,  of  a  foetus  ^^  over  the  usual  nze^*  through  a 
pdrie,  having  for  its  sacro-pubic  diameter  from  two  to  three 
inches,  and  its  transverse  not  more  than  8]^,  and  the  child 
was  living,  and  doing  well  physically  and  mentally,  up  to  the 
date  of  the  report !  These  were  the  ascertained  diameters 
lesnlting  from  a  vaginal  examination  before  delivery ;  and 
the  aathor  resolutely  maintains,  after  delivery,  the  correct- 
sesa  of  his  diagnosis.  That  he  fuH^  believes  what  he  asserlB 
I  have  no  reason  to  doubt.  He  even  goes  further,  and  main- 
the  feasibility  of  delivering  a  child  at  term^  ^*  in  all 
where  there  is  room  for  the  entrance  and  exit  of  the 
dosed  forceps'  blades,"  thus  requiring  but  2  10-12  inches 
laterally;  the  Hodge  forceps  having  only  that  extent, 
meluding  the  thickness  of  the  blades.  He  evidently  believes 
that  he  only  used  that  amount  of  space,  transversely,  in 
aecomplishing  the  aforesaid  delivery,  for  he  says:  ^'The 
•trait  I  concluded  was  large  enough  to  admit  the  entrance 
md  exit  of  the  forcep  blades,  anil  if  I  could  get  them  fairly 
en  the  head  of  the  child,  it  being  a  vertex  presentation,  I 
woald  une  force  enough  to  crush  the  head  within  the  size  of 
the  forceps  blades,  and  thus  deliver  the  woman."  That  he 
■vcceeded  in  his  purpose,  he  thus  definitely  informs  us : 
**  Having  got  the  blades  fairly  applied,  and  assured  myself 
that  there  was  no  portion  of  the  genital  organs  within  their 
pasp,  I  grasped  and  pressed  the  handles  of  the  forceps  with 
■vch  force  that  they  hit  together^  and  there  I  secured  them 
vhh  a  strong  cord ;  I  was  then  prepared  to  draw  upon  the 
fietns,  which  I  did,  first  gently  with  a  slight  rotary  move- 
sent,  and  then  with  considerable  force,"  etc.  His  third 
attempt  at  extraction  was  crowned  with  success,  after  having 
applied  a  '*  very  considerable  force."    For  our  present  pur- 
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pose,  however,  we  will  grant  the  doctor  all  the  sptee 
included  within  the  boundary  of  his  maximum  diametert, 
that  is,  8  inches  sacro-pubic,  and  8}  bis-iliac.  What  extent 
of  circumference  do  they  give?  just  9|  inches;  and  ha 
asserts  that,  through  an  aperture  not  larger  than  this,  he 
dragged  the  head  of  a  child,  ^  oi9er  the  iunud  me,"  with  a 
pair  of  Hodge's  forceps,  and  that  the  child  livedo  and  oqh- 
tinues  to  enjoy  good  health ;  and  so  far  as  we  are  informed, 
there  was  neither  fracture  of  the  cranial  bones  nor  other 
serious  injury;  and,  that,  <<  in  about  nine  days,"  the  mother 
was  "up  about  the  house,"  without  having  presented  any 
"  special  symptoms  to  the  doctor's  care."  Now,  to  what 
^oes  all  this  amount?  ^o  an  obstetrical  impombiUty. 

The  mo&t  common  estimate,  by  European  authors,  of  the 
bi-parietal  diameter  of  the  foetal  head,  is  8f  inches ;  of  the 
sub-occipito-bregmatic,  or  cervico-bregmatic,  the  same;  of 
the  inter-auricular,  8  inches;  and  the  snl-occipito-frontal, 
4  inches.  Prof.  Meigs,  by  a  careful  admeasurement  of  IfiO 
foetal  heads,  found  the  mean  diameters  greater  than  ike 
European  estimate,  and  so  far  as  children  born  in  this 
country  are  concerned,  his  measurements  are  the  most  appli- 
cable ;  and  I  shall  take  his  average  bi-parietal  diameter  of 
3  11-12  inches,  as  at  least  fair  in  its  application  to  a  head 
"  over  the  usual  size."  Now,  what  is  the  circuntferenee  of 
the  sub-occipito-bregmatic  diameter  ?  Eleven  inches  and  a 
half.  Again,  what  is  the  circumference  of  the  sub-occipito- 
frontal  diameter  ?  K  we  take  a  point  half  way  between  the 
auricular  meatus  and  parietal  boss,  it  gives  us  a  transverse 
diameter  of  fully  3^  inches :  this,  in  conjunction  with  the 
sub-occipito-frontal,  gives  us  a  circumference  of  11^  inches. 
Taking  either  of  these  planes  of  the  foetal  head,  we  have  a 
circumference,  in  the  one  case,  one  inch  and  a  half,  and  in 
the  other,  one  inch  and  three  quarters  greater  than  the 
aperture  of  the  aforesaid  pelvis  can  accommodate.  Now, 
both  of  these  planes  of  the  foetal  head  mttet  be  accommodated, 
and,   unless  the  circumference  of  the   one  be  reduced   1} 
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mcheSi  and  of  the  other  1^.  then  they  eannot  pas$.  The 
great  question,  therefore,  to  bo  answered,  is  :  Can  this  reduo* 
tkm  be  accomplished  with  Hodge's  forceps,  or  any  other, 
oonsistently  with  the  preservation  of  the  child's  life?  I 
answer,  ii  eannot  We  will  suppose  the  most  favorable 
position  of  the  head  in  a  vertex  presentation,  the  occiput  to 
the  left,  and  inclining  less  anteriorly  in  proportion  to  the 
rriatiTely  greater  retraction  of  the  sacro-pubic  diameter. 
Dnring  labor,  the  vertex  dips  through  the  superior  strait;  meet- 
iBg  with  resistance  to  the  right  and  posteriorly — ^the  frontal 
region  having  impinged  upon  the  brim ;  the  head  is  flexed 
mom  and  more  until  the  sub-occipito-bregmatic  circumference, 
which  is  11}  inches,  is  brought  in  relation  with  the  plane  of 
die  saperior  strait,  through  which  there  is  an  aperture  of  only 
9f  inches  in  circumference.  Therefore,  it  can  pass  no  further 
vitil  reduced  at  least  one  inch  and  a  half.  We  will  now 
^  apply  the  blades  of  the  forceps,  secundum  artem,''  which,  I 
■appose,  means,  in  this  case,  laieraUyj  and  see  if  we  can 
laitr  ihem  grasp  the  head  in  such  a  manner  as  either  to 
kasen  this  circumference  or  the  bi-parietal  diameter^  which 
bsl  is  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  antero-posterior  pelvic 
The  point  of  the  male  blade  must  rest  on  some  point  of  the 
oeeipnt,  and  the  point  of  the  other  must  fall  somewhere  upon 
the  frontal  bone,  near  its  base,  if  properly  applied ;  for,  if 
die  neck  of  the  child  arrests  the  male  blade,  at  the  base  of 
the  occiput,  the  point  of  the  other  cannot  get  much  below  the 
lase  of  the  frontal  bone,  and  at  the  same  time  lock.  When 
Hodge's  forceps  are  closed  at  the  handles,  the  points  of  the 
Uades  are  just  half  an  inch  apart :  now,  what  is  the  interval 
between  the  points,  when  applied  as  above  described  ?  At 
least  three  and  a  half  inches,  thereby  separating  the  handles 
aierv  than  two  inchtM.  Yet  we  arc  told  by  the  doctor,  that 
he  used  "  such  force  that  they  hit  iogetherj*  and  there  he 
■ecured  thorn  with  a  strong  cord !  lie  says  nothing  about 
the  instrument  being  bent  or  broken,  nor  that  the  forehead 
or  &ee  were  dreadfully  crushed.    At  least  one  or  more  of 
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these  woald  have  occurred,  if  the  case  is  tnithfiilly  stated. 
But,  to  resume :  we  have  a  sub-occipito-bregmatic  diameter  of 
8|  inches,  in  relation  to  the  bis-iliac,  which  he  says  is  only 
8}.  It  must,  therefore,  be  reduced  by  the  pressure  of  die 
forceps.  We  shall  see,  however,  that,  although  the  blades 
may  force  the  superior  portions  of  the  frontal  and  occipital, 
beneath  the  parietal  bones,  to  any  reasonable  extent,  thereby 
lessening  the  occipito-frontal  diameter ;  still  the  8ulM)ccipito- 
bregmatic  diameter  remains  the  same !  for,  we  must  bear  in 
mind,  that  the  line  of  this  circumference  passes  posteriorly 
to  the  anterior  fontanell,  crossing  the  anterior  border  of  the 
parietal  bones,  thence  over  the  protuberances  and  round  the 
occiput  below  its  middle.  Therefore,  to  make  pressure 
sufficient  to  reduce  this  diameter  two  thirds  of  an  inch, 
would  necessarily  crush  the  bones.  Even  supposing  this 
could  be  done  consistently  with  the  child's  wdl  being;  in 
what  manner  is  the  bi-parietal  diameter  affected?  The 
frontal  and  occipital  being  underneath  the  parietal  bones,  these 
latter  cannot  overlap  each  other ;  further,  the  contents  of  the 
cranium  under  this  antero-posterior  pressure,  will  be  strongly 
forced  against  the  inner  sides  of  the  parietal  bones ;  thus 
unyieldingly  maintaining  the  bi-parietal  diameter  at  3  11-12 
inches,  and  it  matters  not  how  much  vertical  elongation  results 
from  the  compression  with  the  forceps,  it  cannot  lessen  this 
diameter,  even  if  the  head  should  appear  to  be  "  two  or  three 
times  as  long  as  it  was  broad,  looking  more  like  a  piece  of  the 
human  arm  than  a  foetal  head!"  Suppose  now  we  attempt 
extraction :  in  passing  through  the  superior  strait,  the  head 
cannot  possibly  yield  in  the  direction  of  the  transverse 
diameter  of  the  pelvis,  for,  in  conjunction  with  the  forceps' 
blades,  it  fills  up,  entirely,  the  space  between  the  ilia.  Now, 
how  can  the  bi-parietal  diameter,  which  is  3  11-12  inches, 
pass  through  the  sacro-pubic  diameter,  which,  in  this  case,  is 
only  three  inches.  The  cerebral  contents  between  the  parietal 
bones  cannot  be  displaced,  laterally,  on  account  of  the 
unyielding  side  pressure  ;  and,  therefore,  to  extract  the  head 
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unplies  almost  oertain  destruction  to  the  mother,  from  the 
injury  that  would  result  to  the  soft  parts ;  and  the  inevitable 
death  of  the  child ;  for  it  could  not  sustain  a  lateral  com- 
pression of  the  head,  to  the  extent  of  11-12  of  an  inch, 
without  the  parietal  bones  being  crushed  to  pieces,  and  the 
Wain  suffering  fatal  disorganization,  by  being  forced  in  the 
direction  of  the  sagattal  suture,  that  direction  presenting  the 
least  resistance.  But,  suppose  again,  that  this  circumference 
of  the  head  could  be  brought  through  the  superior  strait 
without  destruction  to  the  child  or  serious  injury  to  the 
Biother,  the  sub-occipito-frontal  circumference,  which  is  11^ 
inches,  must  still  be  accommodated.  Its  line  crosses  the 
oeciput  at  its  base,  thence  along  the  side  of  the  head  and 
round  the  frontal  bone  just  above  its  base.  The  plane  of  this 
eircnmference  is  immediately  above  the  base  of  the  cranium, 
And  is,  therefore,  unyielding,  and  cannot  be  reduced  one  inch 
and  a  half;  neither  can  its  sub-occipito-frontal  diameter  be 
lessened  10-12  of  an  inch,  which  includes  the  thickness  of 
the  forceps'  blades,  without  fatally  crushing  the  base  of  the 
cranium.  Therefore,  to  enable  the  sub-occipito-bregmatic 
eiscumference  to  pass,  without  almost  certain  destruction  to 
the  mother  (the  child's  life  being  out  of  the  question  by 
Ather  mode  of  procedure),  we  must  eviserate  the  head  and 
thereby  reduce  the  circumference.  As  we  cannot  alter  the 
iarm  of  the  sub-occipito-frontal  circumference,  by  means  of 
the  forceps,  without  fatal  consequences  to  the  child,  we  should 
resort  to  evisceration,  as  infinitely  safer  for  the  mother,  and 
Cor  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to  draw  it  through  the  pelvis, 
>oUiqncly. 

I  have  been  thus  circumstantial  in  describing  the  mechan- 
ism of  forceps  delivery,  as  an  alternative  for  Craniotomy  and 
Hysterotomy,  where  the  diameters  of  the  pelvis  are  3  by  8| 
inches,  or  less,  for  tao  reasons.  Firstly,  if  I  impliedly 
charge  Dr.  F.  with  professional  ignorance,  and  careleu 
TtpreMnnlatiofiSj  he  has  a  right  to  demand  at  my  hands  satis- 
bctOTj  reasons  for  so  doing,  and  especially  is  this  course 
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necemarj  and  proper,  on  my  part,  in  view  of  the  faet  tliat  he 
has  recently  been  exalted  to  the  responsible  position  of 
•*  Professor  elect  of  Surgery,  in  the  Western  Law  and  Medi- 
cal College."  Secondly,  although  aU  anthoni  within  my 
knowledge  have  declared  it  onjnstifiable  to  attempi  delivery 
with  the  forceps,  where  the  child  is  at  f^rm,  and  properly 
developed,  and  the  sacro-pubic  and  transverse  diameters  are 
respectively  8  and  8^  inches,  or  less;  yet  none  of  them  hav« 
demonitraied  iU  impracUeahxliiy^  so  that  we  have  nothing 
bnt  the  authority  of  their  opinions. 

In  conclusion  I  will  say  that,  even  considering  his  report 
as  correct,  it  is  so  indefinite  and  defective,  in  detail,  as  to  be 
nninstructive.  We  are  not  informed  as  to  how  long  the 
liquor  amnii  had  been  evacuated  prior  to  the  application  of 
the  forceps ;  neither  are  we  told  whether  the  head  was  above 
the  superior  strait,  engaged  in  it,  or  down  in  the  excavation. 
We  are  not  informed  as  to  whether  it  was  arretted  wr  impaeUd. 
The  pre9eniatian  is  given,  but  not  the  ptmiion.  We  are 
informed  that  he  '^  proceeded  to  place  the  woman  in  ttte,  and 
apply  the  blades  of  the  forceps,  secundum  artem,'*  but  we 
are  not  informed  as  to  whether  the  blades  were  applied 
antero-posteriorly  or  laterally ;  or  whether  the  woman  was 
placed  upon  her  side  or  back — a  matter  of  some  little  conse- 
quence, when  she  is  placed  in  the  ^  middle  of  the  bed,"  with 
Hodge's  forcep  applied  above  the  superior  strait !  He  also 
**  found,  somewhat  to  his  horror,  that  the  antero-posterior 
diameter  of  the  pelvis  was  only  from  two  to  three  inches.*' 
One  inch  in  three  is  a  pretty  wide  margin,  especially  when 
we  are  talking  about  the  sacro-pubic  diameter  of  the  female 
pelvis  !  Again,  in  speaking  of  the  appearance  of  the  head, 
he  says,  "  and  such  a  looking  head !  two  or  three  times  as 
long  as  it  was  broad."  One  breadth  of  a  fortal  head,  is,  of 
course,  a  small  matter  in  such  an  estimate.  Whoever,  before, 
heard  or  read  of  extracting  the  foetus  "  first  gently  with  a 
slight  rotary  movement,  and  then  with  considerable  force  ?" 
Allow  me  here  to  remark,  that  the  general  tone  and  spirit  of 
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tke  report  are  nnsuited  to  a  subject  which  jnstly  demands  the 
DOBt  serious  consideration  of  everj  physician  who  properly 
qipreciates  his  obligations  to  science,  and  his  responsibility 
to  Buffering  hnmanity. 

Finally^  if  we  were  to  take  this  report  as  indicative  of  the 
doctor's  attainments  in  medical  knowledge,  and  as  consti- 
isting  an  ^*  oaeie*'  in  the  midst  of  his  practice ;  then,  indeed 
might  we  safely  and  jnstly  conclude  that,  unless  he  applies 
kimself  more  sedulously  to  the  study  of  that  ^^  noble  pro- 
lession,"  of  which  he  presumes  to  write  himself  a  doctor, 
kis  profiissional  life  will  have  been  a  ^^  great  desert,"  unpro* 
dnctive  either  of  honor  to  himself,  good  to  humanity,  or  of 
benefit  to  sdenoe* 


Ohio  ^te  Medical  Society— Be  Workinge.  By  Paul  Caus- 
tic, M.  D.,  Cross  Roads,  D.  0. 

The  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  was  organized  on  the  ere- 
ning  of  the  14th  day  of  May,  1846,  at  the  Neil  House,  Co- 
lumbus. We  have  not  been  able  to  learn  the  name  of  the 
prime  projector.  The  association  appears  to  have  grown  out' 
of  an  urgent  sense  or  feeling  of  necessity,  on  the|part^of  a  few 
loading  spirits  of  the  State  Medical  Convention  which  then 
had  an  existence,  firsty  to  preserve  in  a  connected,  complete 
form,  the  transactions  of  a  state  medical  organisation ;  and, 
oeeondf  to  exclude  from  their  ranks  and  professional  fellow- 
ihip  professional  quacks  and  eunttche^  which  like  parisitic 
growUis,  clung  to  the  old  medical  convention  of  Ohio.  How 
lar  these  objects  have  been  accomplished  under  the  new 
organisation,  a  fSuthful  history  of  the  society  will  show. 

The  following  are  the  objects  of  the  society,  as  set  forth 
in  its  declaration :  Jiretj  the  association  of  the  profession  for 
the  purposes  of  mutual  recognition  and  fellowship ;  eecondj 
the  maintenance  of  union,  harmony,  and  good  government 
of  its  members,  thereby  promoting  the  character,  interest, 
honor,  and  usefulness  of  the  profession ;  and  third,  the  culti- 
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Tation  and  advancement  of  medical  sdenoe  and  literatoie, 
and  elevation  of  the  standard  of  medical  education. 

The  high  aims  and  professional  pm^poses  entertained  by 
this  organization  in  its  infancy  may  be  inferred  by  the  abovef 
and  the  sterling  corps  of  officers  which  presided  over  and 
conducted  its  first  deliberations. 

Prmdenty  Db.  G.  W.  Bcebstlbr;  i^^  Vice  Pruidewt^ 
Db«  J.  P.^'Eirtland;  Second  Vice  PreMentj  Dr.  Johh 
Butterfibld;  Third  Vice  JPreeideni^  Dr.  J.  P.  Judkinb; 
Ocrre^panding  Secretctry^  Db.  B.  Thompson  ;  Recording  Sec- 
retarjfy  Db.  Jos.  F.  Hibbbbd  ;  Treaeurerj  Dr.  K  L.  How- 
ABD ;  Librarian^  Db.  Fbanois  Cabtbb. 

For  four  years  this  association  was  a  sort  of  ta$ic(um  eanc* 
iarum  to  the  Medical  Convention,  admitting  only  such  of  the 
latter  as  were  of  known  professional  virtue  and  sound  scien- 
tific attainments.  Its  members  were  laborers  from  the  great 
vineyards  of  the  profession.  Work  was  agreeable  to  their 
feelings,  and  they  performed  that  which  was  assigned  them 
with  ability,  dispatch,  and  cheerfulness.  The  sessions  of  the 
society  were  short  and  spirited,  and  were  held  during  the 
mornings  and  evenings  of  the  days  upon  which  the  conven- 
tion was  sitting.  It  often  convened  as  early  as  7J  A.  M., 
and  continued  in  operation  until  the  hour  arrived  at  which 
the  convention  met;  then  it  would  adjourn  over  until  evening, 
and  the  members  join  the  deliberations  of  the  convention. 
The  harmony  and  seclusion  which  characterized  the  sessions 
of  the  society  invested  its  proceedings  with  unusual  interest. 
Its  membership  increased  rapidly,  and  its  transactions  fur- 
nished matter  for  a  respectable  volume.  Thus  grew  and 
flourished  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Ohio,  as  it  were,  at 
the  expense  and  out  of  the  decaying  ruins  of  the  State  Con- 
vention, which  admitted  all  who  desired  to  join  its  ranks, 
without  restriction. 

In  four  years  the  society  increased  from  twenty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  members,  and  numbered  among  its 
ranks  most  of  the  talent  of  that  class  of  the  profession  in 
Ohio,  which  took  an  active  part  in  medical  organizations. 
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They  had  labored  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  a  common  cause, 
like  a  band  of  brothers ;  had  secured  a  charter  with  the  privi- 
lege of  organising  auxiliaries  throughout  the  state;  had 
adopted  the  American  code  of  medical  ethics,  the  operation 
of  which  was  through  the  branch  societies,  located  in  ten  or 
fifteen  counties  of  the  state,  and  exercising  a  salutary,  health- 
ful influence  upon  the  profession.  From  three  to  five  local 
associations  were  annually  organized,  and  after  complying 
with  the  necessary  requisitions,  became  auxiliaries  of  the 
parent  society.  In  this  manner  the  State  Society  was  rapidly 
working  a  desired  reform  in  the  ranks  of  the  lay  members  of 
the  profession. 

About  this  time  a  feeling  of  jealousy  and  rivalry  grew  up 
between  the  leading  members  of  the  State  Convention  and  the 
State  Society.  The  refractory,  discordant  spirits  of  the  for- 
mer had,  to  some  extent,  been  kept  out  of  the  latter,  and  this 
fact  only  tended  to  increase  animosity,  and  embitter  senti- 
ments towards  each  other,  which  finally  resulted  in  a  separa- 
tion of  the  convention  from  the  society,  and  an  overthrow  of 
the  former.  This  took  place  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  June, 
1860.  The  convention  met  at  the  appointed  time  and,  by  a 
preconcerted  arrangement  of  the  members  of  the  society — 
who  were  also  members  of  the  convention — a  motion  was 
made  and  carried  to  adjourn  $ine  die.  This  was  done  on  the 
morning  of  the  first  day  of  the  convention,  and  after  the 
iociety  had  withdrawn  there  was  not  enough  vitality  remain- 
ing to  reorganize  the  convention.  The  society  then  was 
called  to  order  and  held  its  first  public  meeting ;  and  from 
this  dates  the  second  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society. 

All  systematic  communities  of  any  size,  and  especially 
medical  societies,  furnish  specimens,  more  or  less  striking,  of 
profemonal  eunuchs.  They  are  the  bane  of  all  organizations 
— they  produce  nothing  but  their  own  impotency^  contriving 
nothing  but  the  elements  of  diecordy  yield  nothing  to  the 
common  stock  but  disgrace^  and  are  themselves  the  sum  of 
an  that  is  detestable  and  disgusting.    They  are  ever  found 
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oeoupying  the  ^^  uppermost  seats"  when  not  on  the  door  with 
^*  Mr.  Speaker  "  on  the  end  of  their  tongaes,  or  delivering 
themselves  of  some  gaseous  effusions,  which,  when  sifted, 
contain  neither  reason  nor  common  sense.  They  are  eter^ 
nally  boring  and  annoying  the  society  with  some  unimpor- 
tant resolution,  or  dealing  out-  abstractions  in  order  that  their 
names  may  appear  upon  the  published  transactions.  Thegr 
manage  to  hold  most  of  the  offices ;  are  sure  to  be  on  all  of 
the  committees ;  and  decide  unsolicited,  all  points  of  order 
for  the  chairman,  to  suit  themselves,  without  ever  dreaming 
that  Jefferson  indited  a  ^^  Manual,"  or  Mathias  wrote  **  Boles 
of  Order."  No  resolution  or  business  of  the  society,  how* 
ever  local  or  abstract  in  its  nature,  can  be  passed  without 
being  amended  or  modified  by  these  gentry.  Their  names 
appear  on  every  page,  if  Aot  in  every  paragraph,  of  the 
minutes;  but  you  may  search  in  vain  among  the  documents 
for  any  thing  more  voluminous  or  classic  coming  from  them, 
than  badly  worded  resolutions.  Of  these  there  is  an  endless 
variety.  A  view,  ex  eathedray  of  the  transactions  of  a  medi* 
cal  society  infested  by  these  mildews,  would  give  the  impres- 
sion, that  the  membership  of  the  association  did  not  exceed 
eight  or  a  dozen  individuals,  at  most.  They  form  a  perpetual 
routine,  and  it  is  only  by  chance,  when  there  are  not  enough 
of  them  to  fill  the  complement  of  committees,  that  a  strange 
name  appears,  and  then  it  is  seen  to  be  near  the  tail. 

It  is  impossible  for  some  of  these  parasites,  who,  having  a 
little  more  of  tact  and  shrewdness  than  the  rest  are  down- 
right Ishmaels,  to  speak  for  one  moment — and  they  always 
are  speaking,  to  any  given  subject.  No  matter  what  the  pre- 
text may  be  that  brought  them  to  the  floor,  the  second  sen- 
tence will  be  a  salient  tangent,  and  they  are  off  upon  some 
personal  grievance,  local  quarrel,  or  petty  jealousy,  which 
moves  to  emotion  and  excites  to  convulsion,  small  communi- 
ties and  small  men.  They  pour  these  upon  the  society  in 
round,  polished  sentences,  and  suit  their  words  to  the  effect 
sought  to  be  produced  by  the  actions  of  the  buffoon  or  come- 
dian.    They  are  restless  and  illy  at  ease  unless  engaged  in 
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a  discuBBion  of  eihieal  or  adminietroHve  regulations.  Identity 
of  purpose  to  them  is  Hindoo,  unless  that  purpose  be  of  evil. 
They  keep  the  society  in  a  state  of  perfect  efferyescence,  than 
which  nothing  to  such  individuals  could  be  more  gratifying. 
They  seek  to  perpetuate  the  connection  with  these  organisa- 
tions for  the  sole  object  of  taxing  their  forbearance  and 
annoying  the  body  politic.  They  ignore  ethics  because  it 
imposes  restraint,  and  declare  that  gentlemen  require  no  law 
to  regulate  their  actions. 

Some  of  these  snoi«,  or  '^  notoridy  eeehere^**  as  they  have 
been  recently  dubbed,  have  no  moral  or  professional  standing 
at  home.  They  are  denied  admission  to  local  or  county  med- 
ical organisations,  on  account  of  their  recreancy  to  truth  and 
professional  probity.  They,  however,  soar  far  above  these 
petty  sectionalities  and  annually  make  pilgrimages  to  the 
state  or  national  medical  societies.  From  these  points  they 
■re  sure  to  be  heard.  They  bawl  and  ^^beat  the  air''  equal 
to  his  honor  Graseonfelt,  and  strut  and  stamp  the  stage  with 
the  vehemence  and  ardor  of  Hans  Bullenflied.  These  are  the 
Beelsebubs  of  the  profession — the  unclean  spirits  that  walk 
vp  and  down  in  the  earth  seeking  rest,  but  find  none.  They 
wear  long  sanctimonious  faces,  love  salutations  in  the  market- 
places, and  devour  the  homes  where  peace  should  dwell. 

None  of  these  are  the  men  who  read  and  think  for  the  pro- 
fession, or  even  for  themselves.  They  eschew  the  new  order 
of  publications,  and.  rarely  take  a  medical  journal.  Their 
libraries,  if  libraries  they  have,  are  like  Paul  Potapher's :  or, 
what  is  worse,  scattered  or  stowed  away  in  some  box  or  gar- 
ret, and  long  since  were  embalmed  in  spider-webs  and  dust. 
Here  is  the  place  to  go  to  find  old  monographs,  or  publioar 
tions  out  of  print. 

It  was  to  get  rid  of  this  class  of  light-fingered  profeesional 
genJtrgj  peaceably,  that  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  was 
formed.  But  it  has  failed  to  accomplish  its  first  great  pur* 
pose,  and  is  now  a  putrid,  disorganised  mass,  in  the  hands  of 
those  who,  we  much  fear,  will  never  be  able  to  work  a  cure» 
vntil  the  process  of  decomposition  finally  separates  the  groee 
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filth  from  the  true  seed.  A  deep,  radical,  thorough  refonna- 
tion  must  be  instituted  and  carried  into  effect  at  the  coming 
semi-annual  and  annual  meetings,  or.  the  death-knell  will 
surely  sound.  This  calamity — for  calamity  it  certainly  would 
be,  and  a  most  serious  one  to  the  medical  profession  of  Ohio 
— cannot  longer  be  averted.  Then  let  the  friends  of  law  and 
good  order,  the  friends  of  scientific  medicine,  the  friends  of 
progress,  come  up  in  their  strength  at  the  approaching  ses- 
sion, and  jog  the  eunttchs,  brand  the  87iob9j  and  silence  the 
notoriety'^eekem.  Let  the  laboring  men  of  the  profession, 
those  who  represent  its  true  interests  and  talents,  9ee  to  iij 
first  and  foremost,  that  men  of  known  and  acknowledged 
parliamentary  attainments  and  executive  ability  be  placed  in 
the  chair  of  the  society,  and  they  will  have  little  to  fear. 
Much  of  the  discord  and  inefficiency  which  have  character- 
ized the  proceedings  for  the  past  few  years,  are  certainly  due 
to  the  want  of  a  prompt  and  efficient  presiding  officer  to  con- 
duct the  deliberations.  The  officers  of  the  society,  let  it  be 
borne  in  mind,  were  not  created  to  confer  honor  upon  the  dis- 
tinguished and  aged  of  our  profession,  but  to  subserve  the 
interests  of  the  association.  We  will  not  consent  that  these 
remarks  shall  be  construed  into  offensive  personalties.  This 
is  wholly  foreign  from  our  intentions  and  purposes.  Every 
one  at  all  conversant  with  parliamentary  deliberations,  is 
aware  of  the  fact,  that  peculiar  tact  and  talent  are  indispen- 
sable to  render  a  gentleman  fit  for  an  executive  officer,  and 
that  these  qualities  are  rarely,  from  the  nature  of  their 
duties,  found  in  physicians.  Our  existing  venerable  presi- 
dent, and  indeed  all  his  predecessors,  so  far  as  we  know,  are 
among  the  very  first  men  of  onr  state,  in  point  of  talent, 
professional  probity,  an<l  urbanity,  and,  to  a  man,  deprecate 
the  discordant  proceedings  of  our  society. 

We  are  ever  ready  to  do  obeisance  to  the  virtuous  gray 
hairs  of  our  profession — these  we  love  to  honor ;  yet,  the 
chair  of  a  state  medical  society  is  not  the  place  for  the  vene- 
rable, when  designing  persons  put  them  there  for  the  object 
of  subserving  vile  purposes. 
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But  to  return  from  this  digression  to  the  sketch. 
Even  before  the  State  Medical  Society  attempted  an  inde- 
pendent state  of  existence  through   some  means  or  other, 
indiriduals  gained  admission  to  membership  "who  certainly 
were  unworthy,  notwithstanding  the  portals  were  supposed 
to  be  well  guarded.     Members,  when  importuned,  furnished 
indorsement  for  individuals  with  whom  they  were  insuffi- 
ciently acquainted.     Personal  influence  and  solicitation  from 
others  of  position  in  the  society,  also  secured  the  election  of 
■ome  who,  otherwise,  should  have  been  excluded.     Then  the 
disposition  to  increase  in  numbers  had  an  influence  in  relax- 
ing the  primitive  vigor  which  characterized  the  early  admis- 
aion  of  members.    By  these,  and  other  means  that  might  be 
enumerated,  which  from  time  to  time  were  brought  to  bear 
on  the  society,  it  soon  opened  wide  the  door  to  all  who  made 
any  profession  of  virtue  and  integrity.     The  result  was,  the 
society  speedily  gathered  together  all  the  discordant  elements 
of  the  old  convention  system,  without  enjoying  any  addi- 
tional  advantages   of  ridding  itself  of  theso  excrescences. 
The  disorganising  propagandist,  the  presumptuous,  arrogant 
gasconade,  and  the  sliming  sycophant,  who  have  worked  their 
ways  into  the  association,  each  in  his  own  peculiar  way,  have 
as  good  a  right  to  a  voice  in  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
Ohio,  at  this  time,  as  the  most  faithful,  scientific,  laborious 
student  that  is  to  be  found  in  its  ranks.     The  operation  of 
Ihe  different  phases  of  these  several  discordant  elements  soon 
began  to  show  themselves,  and  thereby  rcadered  inoperative, 
and  thwarted  the  grand  aim  and  prime  purposes  for  which  the 
society  was  organized.    At  one  time  a  quarrel  between  med- 
ieal colleges  has  to  be  decided ;  again  quacks  are  about  to 
OTemin  and  tramp  down  a  college,  and  gain  adminsion  to  a 
hospital,  and  this  must  have  a  hearing  by  the  society.     An 
aggrieved  individual,  who  is  fund  of  polemics,  attempts  a 
eulogy  upon  a  deceased  member,  and  lugs  in  a  personal  quar- 
lil  which  ends  in  a  personal  rencounter — almost.    Ten  pupils 
consume  the  better  part  of  a  whole   session  in  quarreling 
over  who  was  the  projector  of  a  defunct  convention.     A 
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notorious  quack  seelcs  admission.  He  seonrei  the  requisite 
indorsements ;  his  case  is  taken  from  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee on  admission,  and  he  finds  a  cordial,  firm  support  bj  a 
score  of  kindred  spirits  in  the  society.  This  consumes  one 
or  more  days.  A  "law  and  order"  gentleman  would  like  to  g«t 
rid  of  the  ethics ;  has  himself  appointed  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee, and  reports  in  favor  of  abolishing  all  laws.  This 
consumes  two  sessions,  and  shakes  the  society  to  its  center. 

Such  are  some  of  the  means  through  which  the  State 
Medical  Society  of  Ohio  has  proved  to  be  an  abortion,  and 
its  transactions  a  grand  farce — a  disgusting  burlesque.  The 
active  laboring  men  of  the  profession  have  been  shoved  aside, 
to  give  place  to  the  arrant,  presumptuous  nonenitiea  who 
call  themselves  doctors. 

But  there  are  other  instrumentalities  which  have  contrib- 
uted to  impede  the  usefulness  of  the  association.  It  will  be 
observed  that  many,  or  most  of  our  transactions  are  small, 
and  meagre  of  virtuous,  original,  useful  matter.  This  is 
humiliating.  The  annual  published  transactions  of  the  state 
medical  societies  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  are  double 
and  treble  the  size  M  ours,  and  the  semi-annual  reports  of 
Missouri  and  Kentucky  are  much  more  voluminous  than 
those  of  Ohio.  Now,  why  is  this  ?  Are  there  more  working 
men  in  our  sister  states?  Have  they  more  talent  engaged 
in  the  medical  profession  than  we  ?  I  trow  not.  Then  why 
is  it  that  our  transactions  are  diminutive  and  devoid  of  inter- 
est, a  libel  upon  the  talent,  industry,  and  education  of  our 
state,  and  a  disgrace  to  any  dignified  association  ?  We  will 
permit  the  reader  to  form  his  own  conclusions. 

One  versed  in  the  modus  operandi  of  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society,  can  predict,  with  great  certainty,  from 
those  who  pull  the  wires  of  this  year,  what  the  complexion 
of  the  coming  year's  proceedings  will  be.  Run  over  the 
published  transactions  since  1851,  and  tell  us  how  ma'ny 
special  committees  have  made  reports.  It  will  be  borne  in 
mind  that  these  consist  of  surgery,  obstetrics,  practice  of 
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nediciney  and  medical  literature.  Seldom,  indeed,  have 
these  agents  of  the  socictj  been  heard  from.  Four  com- 
■litcees — tweWe  men — ^fiye  years — and  three  reports ! 

Now  it  might  not  be  unimportant  for  those  who  annually 
Umre  their  respective  fields  of  labor  to  attend  upon  the 
sessions  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  to  pause  for  a  moment 
and  inquire  into  the  causes  which  result  in  robbing  them  of 
their  time  and  money.     They  have  the  promise  of  being 

profited  by  hearing  a  report  on  Surgery,  from  Prof. ; 

•ne  on  Obstetrics,  from  a  very  learned  and  accomplished 
aceoneheur  living  in  the  Western  Emporium ;  one  on  thd 
Practice  of  Medicine,  by  a  celebrated  teacher  upon  this 
subject ;  and  one  on  the  Medical  Literature  of  their  State, 
from  the  pen  of  a  finished  scholar  and  ready  writer.  They 
go.  The  Prof,  is  in  Paris — was  when  be  was  appointed,  and 
was  not  expected  home  in  time  to  prepare  and  make  a  report. 
The  Obstetrician  never  attended  but  one  session  of  the  State 
Society,  and  that  was  when  it  mot  in  his  own  city — takes 
bat  little  interest  in  such  gatherings,  and  thinks  it  not  worth 
Us  while  to  trouble  his  brain  to  write  a  report  on  his  favorite 
sabject.  The  practitioner  can't  leave  his  patients,  and  the 
^  Literati  are  abroad."  The  disappointment  is  by  no  means 
ineonsiderable  at  such  issues,  to  those  who  have  traveled 
across  the  state,  hoping  to  be  profited  for  the  time  and 
money  expended ;  and  yet  it  has  been  the  fate  of  all  those 
wlio  anticipated  scientific  or  practical  advancement,  as  a 
reward  for  their  attendance  upon  the  State  Medical  Society 
of  Ohio,  for  the  past  five  or  six  years.  Those  who  make  up 
their  mind  to  have  a  good  time  at  these  gatherings,  hear  a 
few  vagrant,  volunteer  papers,  witness  a  vast  display  of  bad 
temper,  will  rarely  return  disappointed. 

Well,  why  should  these  disappointments  occur  continually? 
We  will  tell  you.  The  machinery  of  the  society  is  bad-^ 
desperately  defective.  We  never  knew  the  house  to  turn  out 
a  good  job.  It  is  from  the  firm  of  ^^  Reciprocity  ;  TiCK- 
Aain  I'llticklbyou."  Recollect  the  name,  and  be 
toIm  xvn.— 50.  89. 
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eareful  and  aroid  these  manufactiirers  when  jwi  want  work 
of  this  kind  done.  They  are  all  for  show— outside  show,  and 
use  the  worst  kind  of  material.  Qood  metal,  they  are  poor 
judges  of,  and  only  employ  it  through  mistake* 

Look  at  this  picture.  Offioers  of  the  society  are  to  be 
made.  The  wire-workers  are  first  to  assemble.  They  hold 
a  caucus;  their  heads  are  frequently  seen  together  after  they 
anive  at  the  hall.  The  thing  is  all  set.  A  gentleman 
mores  the  raising  of  a  committee  to  nominate  ofiScers.  This 
anticipates  another,  who  represents  a  different  clique,  and  he 
moves  that  the  committee  on  permanent  oflBcers  be  excused 
from  action.  Ruled,  out  of  order.  The  committee  retire 
and  re-enact  the  programme  already  made  out.  They  g» 
through  this  form  for  the  sake  of  illustrating  to  any  one 
not  m  the  seerei^  who  may  chance  to  be  on  tiie  committee, 
that  all  is  fair.  Indeed,  these  persons  are  always  careful  to 
make  a  show  of  fairness,  to  trap  the  noyice.  The  committee 
make  their  report  to  the  society,  which  may  or  may  not 
adopt  it.  Most  likely  not.  Those  who  have  been  pulling  in 
a  different  direction  are  quite  sure  to  take  exception,  either 
to  the  name  proposed  for  the  presiding  officer,  or  some  of 
the  Vices,  and  effect  a  change  by  suggesting  and  balloting 
for  other  individuals.  It  is  thus  that  the  iv4  are  accordingly 
thwarted.  The  various  functionaries  of  the  society,  are, 
however,  installed,  and  the  scene  opens.  The  society  is  in 
fiill  blast.  The  work  goes  swimmingly  on.  Mutterings  are 
heard  in  the  dim  distance.  There  is  trouble  ahead.  Business 
becomes  confused  and  accumulates.  Half  a  dozen  reports, 
thirteen  resolutions,  and  double  as  many  amendments  are 
before  the  society  at  once.  Factions  and  fag-ends  strive 
for  the  mastery.  Nine  members  are  half  way  between  a 
subject  and  tiptoe  to  gain  the  floor.  A  decided  fluttering 
and  sensation  is  manifest  all  through  the  house.  A  very 
indiscreet  young  man,  failing  to  carry  his  point,  in  a  fit  of 
passion  goes  off  in  a  tirade  of  abuse  upon  the  presiding 
officer,  denounces  the  whole  affair  as  a  great  hoax,  a  sublime 
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swindle,  then  apologises  !  A  feeling  of  disgust,  mingled  with 
eMumiseration,  is  almost  universal,  and  the  society  adjourns 
M  the  only  means  of  extricating  itself  from  the  difficulties  in 
width  it  has  become  involved. 

The  time  for  filling  the  committee  arrives,  and  the  process 
of  ^tieHe  me  and  FU  tickle  youy^  commences.  The  powers 
that  be,  now  dispense  favors  upon  those  who  secured  their 
promotion.  This  is  done  without  any  special  regard  to  the 
adaptation  of  the  appointee  to  fill  the  duties  of  the  office 

itemplated.  This  is  a  secondary  consideration ;  the  first 
g;,  the  full  name,  as  chairman  of  an  important  committee. 
The  intareet  of  a  medical  college  must  be  subserved  by 
appointing  its  professors  as  leading  members  of  committees. 
Tke  vanity  of  some  presumptuous  member  is  to  be  tickled, 
bj  having  his  name  appear  in  a  similar  position.  These 
tlmigB  must  be,  the  gods  have  declared,  and  their  voice  is 
like  the  laws  of  the  Mcdes  and  Persians. 

It  18  by  this  process,  or  similar  ones,  that  men  are  over 
Mid  over  again  placed  as  chairmen  of  committees,  without 
ever  making  a  report,  or  ever  intending  to  do  so.  This  is 
wholly  different  from  what  it  should  be.  No  man  should  be 
placed  as  the  leading  member  of  any  important  committee, 
who  is  not  in  the  first  place  adapted,  from  the  cast  of  his 
■ind,  nature  of  his  qualification,  and  bent  of  his  study,  to 
astmct  and  enlighten  the  profession  upon  the  subject  which 
ha  is  to  present ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  it  should  be  the 
dity  of  the  President  or  his  associate  Vices,  to  ascertain, 
especially  in  anticipation,  whether  Dr.  A.  or  B.  will  perform 
the  labors  of  chairman  of  a  certain  committee,  before  he  is 
appointed.  The  trouble  to  secure  this  information  would  be 
iaaigBifioant,  when  distributed  among  the  appointing  power. 
By  this  regulation  the  society  would  annually  have,  for  its 
eantideration,  full,  able  reports  upon  the  various  subjects  of 
iBterest  to  its  members. 

How  long,  then,  shall  the  scenes  which  for  the  past  few 
years  have  rendered  the  name  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
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Society  a  by-word,  a  name  to  be  scoffed  and  hissed,  as  etfl, 
wherever  known,  be  re-enacted,  without  meeting  with  a  mer- 
ited rebuke ;  and  how  long  shall  the  decorum,  sobriety,  and 
good  breeding  of  the  society  be  outraged  ?  The  united  voioe 
of  the  membership  is  clearly  adverse  to  any  discord,  and  yet 
to  put  an  end  to  it,  has  foiled  the  best  endeavors  of  the  pru- 
dent and  judicious.  All  are  disgusted  unto  nausea ;  and^ 
notwithstanding  this,  one  is  willing,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  to 
hear  the  twaddle  of  Dr.  Quackinboes,  for  the  ten  minutes 
which  he  asks— -only  ten  minutes,  to  introduce  and  pass  a 
resolution ;  and  when  the  floor  is  obtained,  and  the  attention 
of  the  society  gained,  an  hour,  .'or  perhaps  a  day  will  be 
required  to  choke  him  off,  or  undo  that  which  he  has  done. 
Another,  who  is  fond  of  a  littte  fun^  is  disposed  to  admit  a 
reply  ot  fifteen  minutes  from  Dr.  Oasinboss  to  the  arguments 
of  the  preceding  gentleman.  He,  too,  stands  his  allotted 
time,  and  only  desists  under  the  operation  of  the  '  previous 
question.'  One  is  in  favor  of  applying  the  gag  to  all  this 
gasconading ;  another  is  inclined  to  more  clemency,  and  allow 
brief  discussions,  while  a  third  party  is  disgusted  for  want  of 
a  proper  knowledge  how  to  proceed  to  arrest  the  above  dis- 
graceful transactions.  "  A  word  to  the  wise  is  suflScient." 
Now,  gentlemen,  we  want  an  end  of  this.  An  end  we'll 
have.  Have  you  lost  all  self  and  professional  respect  ?  The 
time  was  when  a  different  state  of  feeling  obtained,  and  you 
stood  in  fair  repute  with  your  brethren  of  the  profession. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  you  have  so  far  sunk  yourselves  in 
the  slough  of  despond,  and  invested  your  persons  and  con- 
sciences with  such  obduracy,  as  to  be  wholly  impregnable  to 
the  entreaties  of  wisdom  and  peace  ?  What  are  you  accom- 
plishing for  yourselves,  but  ignominy  and  deep  disgrace  ? 
Already  you  **  stink  in  the  nostrils"  of  those  upon  whom  you 
have  forced  your  society,  as  the  putrid  carcass  of  decaying 
nature.  Long  since  they  have  spewed  you  out  of  their 
mouths,  and  will  you  continue  still  to  force  your  passage 
down  their  throats,  in  despite  of  their  persistent  disgust  and 
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nausea.  We  have  a  charity  which  hopeth  better  things — a 
charity  which  has  endured  many  things,  but  which  longer 
refoseth  to  focbear.  Forbearance  has  ceased  to  be  a  virtue ; 
•ad  tins  ends  the  9econd  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  Ohio 
Medical  Sociefy  and  its  workings. 


A  case  of  Vesico-  Vaginal  Fistula  treated  with  the  Button 
Suture  of  Dr.  Bozeman.    By  T.  Wood,  M.  D. 

Mrs.  C.  B aet,  26,  was  brought  to  bed  with  her  fourth 

cliild  on  the  27th  of  June  last.  She  was  attended  by  a 
woman  who  cannot  give  any  definite  account  of  the  labor  fiir- 
tlier  than  that  ^^  it  was  slow,  and  that  the  child's  head  was  in 
Uie  bones  about  twelve  hours  before  it  was  bom.'*  The  child 
was  still -bom.  One  week  after  her  confinement  I  was  called 
to  see  her  and  found  her  with  a  dry  parched  tongue,  full 
quick  pulse,  hot  dry  skin,  and  bowels  constipated,  with  a  con- 
stant dribbling  of  urine  from  the  vulva,  and  extensive  excoria- 
tion of  the  pudendum  and  nates  from  the  irritating  discharge. 

On  examination  per  vaginam  the  uterus  was  found  intact, 
with  the  08  tolerably  well  closed  but  the  lips  were  swollen  and 
of  a  dull  florid  hue.  The  entire  mucous  membrane  lining 
the  vagina  appeared  inflamed,  and  was  very  sensitive  to  the 
touch  of  the  speculum  or  finger.  A  small  spot  about  the  size 
of  a  dime,  at  the  left  side  of  the  median  line  and  about  mid- 
way between  the  caruncula  myrtiformis  and  the  os  tinc», 
was  white  and  ragged,  and  at  this  point  the  urine  could  be 
seen  issuing  from  the  bladder  into  the  vagina.  Through  this 
point  the  forefinger  passed  readily  into  the  bladder,  and  the 
white  appearance  proved  to  be  cellular  tissue  that  had  lost  its 
Titality,  but  was  still  attached  to  the  living  parts. 

On  inquiry  I  learned  that  the  patient  had  been  unable  to 
pass  any  urine  for  about  five  days  after  her  confinement,  and 
had  suffered  much  from  that  cause,  but  it  had  suddenly  burst 
away  givin<^  immediate  relief  from  the  pain  of  retention,  but 
ever  after  she  was  unable  to  restrain  the  flow. 
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The  history  and  examination  clearly  revealed  the  nature 
of  the  difficoltyy  and  she  was  at  once  advised  that  the  only 
•hope  of  relief  was  in  an  operation. 

A  cathartic  was  ordered,  and  a  dilate  solution  of  the  acetate 
of  lead  directed  to  be  thrown  into  the  vagina  several  timet  a 
day.  In  a  few  days  the  sloughing  process  was  completed, 
and  the  inflammation  of  the  vagina  had  disappeared,  except 
around  the  margins  of  the  fistulous  orifice. 

From  this  time  her  general  health  improved  and  she  sufiered 
no  inconvenience,  except  the  painful  scalding  from  the  urine 
on  the  skin. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  efficient  attendance  I  had  her 
admitted  into  the  Commercial  Hospital  to  undergo  an  opera- 
tion, and  just  six  weeks  from  her  confinement,  the  button 
suture  of  Dr.  Bozeman  was  applied  to  the  fistula. 

For  a  description  of  the  button  suture  the  readers  of  the 
Lancet  are  referred  to  the  May  number  of  the  Louisville 
Review  (page  76),  where  a  valuable  article  appears,  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Bozeman,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

The  various  stages  of  my  operation  did  not  vary  in  any 
essential  particular  from  the  method  of  Dr.  Sims,  except  in 
the  application  of  the  button  suture.  After  the  operation, 
absolute  rest  and  a  low  diet  were  strictly  enjoined,  and  the 
bowels,  which  had  been  freely  opened  by  oil  the  day  before 
the  operation,  were  quieted  by  occasional  doses  of  opium. 
The  operation  gave  rise  to  no  constitutional  disturbance,  and 
at  each  daily  visit,  until  the  seventh  day,  she  uniformly  replied 
to  inquiries,  that  she  felt  perfectly  well.  On  the  seventh  day, 
I  found  her  with  cold  feet  and  hands,  her  countenance  some- 
what flushed,  and  some  pain  in  the  head. 

Her  bowels  had  not  moved  since  the  operation,  and  suppos- 
ing the  constipation  to  be  the  cause  of  the  headache,  I  ordered 
her  a  dose  of  oil. 

The  next  day  the  disturbance  in  the  circulation  had  dis- 
appeared with  the  operation  of  the  medicine.  As  no  urine 
had  passed  through  the  fistula  after  the  operation,  I  felt  pretty 
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well  assured  that  the  anion  'was  complete,  and,  therefore, 
lenoTed  the  sittures,  when  I  found  my  hopes  fully  realised. 
Union  throughout  the  seam,  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in 
leagUi,  was  perfect  and  firm. 

My  main  motire  in  giving  this  hasty  report,  is  to  offer  my 
hwnble  testimony  in  &vor  of  the  ingenious  and  simple  ocm- 
Cmmnee  of  Dr.  Boseman.  I  believe  that  it  possesses  many 
advantages  over  all  other  methods  that  have  been  recom- 
nended,  and,  in  my  hands,  it  has  fully  justified  all  that  has 
:  said  of  it  by  its  talented  inventor. 


<^  Periodicittfy  InlermiUency  or  JRemiUing  of  Disecaes,    By 
Abbm.  Livezet,  a.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lumberville,  Pa. 

>0.   IT.  SZANTHEMATA — lOAKLATTJiA. 

In  considering  the  exanthematous  diseases,  I  shall  pass  in 
review  only  two  of  those  that  are  attended  with  fever — 
idiopathic,  so  called — namely,  scirlatina  and  erysipelas.  To 
these  I  shall  limit  my  remarks,  as  being  of  the  class  the 
most  important,  most  frequent,  and  most  fatal  in  practice-— 
fiUal  too,  from  a  want  of  a  better  understanding  of  the  inter- 
mittent nature  of  morbid  action. 

Scarlatina  is  considered,  by  the  schools,  a  self-limited 
disease;  that  is,  it  is  muntained  by  authors  that  it  must  run 
jnst  so  many  days  before  it  becomes  exhausted  under  the 
recaperative  powers  of  the  system,  determined  by  the  powers 
of  the  organism  to  overcome  the  febrile  disturbance  upon 
which  the  disease  depends  for  its  perpetuation,  rather  than 
by  any  inherent  law  of  self-limitation.  Disease  is  a  simple 
repetition  of  disordered  action,  manifesting,  throughout  its 
whole  course,  paroxysm,  and  remission.  If  disease  is  con* 
tinned  from  day  to  day,  or  from  week  to  week,  it  is  always 
because,  as  the  disease  progresses,  the  exacerbation  becomes, 
with  each  repetition,  longer  in  duration  and  more  severe  in 
character;  the  intermissions  at  the   same  time  becoming 
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shorter  and  less  marked :  hence,  disease  is  perpetuated  or 
prolonged,  because  the  remissional  periods  are  either  not 
observed  or  not  improTod. 

Hence  we  maintain  that  there  is  no  reason  wh  j  the  exacer- 
bations which  mark  the  progress  of  scarlet  ferer  riioold  be 
repeated  for  just  so  many  days ;  no  cause  for  the  repetitioii 
of  paroxysm  and  remission  from  day  to  day,  until  the  disease 
has  been  overcome  by  the  recuperative  powers  of  the  patient^ 
or  terminated  with  his  life.  That  the  ^^  fever  has  exacerba- 
tions towards  evening/'  and  that  the  *^  color  is  most  intense 
during  the  exacerbation  of  the  fever/'  is  admitted  by  the 
looks,  and  can  be  observed  by  every  practitioner. 

Scarlatina  being  subject  to  the  same  ^  general  law*'  of 
paroxysm  and  remission,  the  attributes  of  every  other  disease, 
can,  in  nearly  every  instance,  be  cut  short  in  three  or  four 
days,  and  when  it  has  been  protracted  much  beyond  that 
time,  it  has  always  been  complicated  with  some  preeeAng 
and  chronic  distmrbance  of  the  organism,  or  had  resulted 
firom  the  fallacy  of  prior  treatment.  Let  scarlet  fever  be 
treated  as  we  would  any  other  constitutional  disturbance, 
during  its  exacerbations  by  remittent  (nauseant)  remedies, 
and  during  its  remissional  periods  by  prompt  remittents,  and 
then  we  will  seldom  or  never  have  any  of  those  terrible 
sequelae  to '  comtat,  which,  under  the  old  practice,  have 
conspired  to  make  the  results  of  scarlatina  more  horrible 
than  the  disease  itself. 

Under  this  view  of  the  nature  of  this  disease,  the  proper 
and  rational  mode  of  procedure  would  be,  where  there  was 
much  oppression,  soreness  of  the  throat,  foulness  of  the 
stomach,  great  heat  of  surface  or  high  fever,  to  administer, 
promptly,  an  emetic,  ipecac  or  lobelia,  followed  by  laxatives 
or  enemas,  and  nauseants  resumed  until  diaphoresis  (remis- 
sion) is  obtained.  Then  chlorate  of  potass  3  os.  dissolved  in 
a  tumbler  of  cold  water,  may  be  given  frequently,  in  table- 
spoonful  doses ;  or,  throughout  the  intermission,  the  follow- 
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ing,  in  tea-spoonful  doses,  every  two  honrs,  to  a  child  two  or 
three  years  old : 

St.     Quin.  snlph.  gr.  z. 

Acid,  sulph.  ar.  gtt.  zz. 
Syrup.  simpL  3i.  m. 

Thus  averting  paroxysmal  repetitions  and  guarding  against 
the  access  of  the  severer  forms  of  the  disease. 

Emetics,  particularly  in  the  anginose  form,  render  the 
disease  mild  in  its  subsequent  course  ;  and  a  tea-spoonful  of 
a  solution  of  emetine,  gr.  i.  ad.  aquam  3i.  every  seven  or  ten 
minutes,  soon  induces  nausea  or  perspiration,  and  a  remission 
IB  obtained,  when  the  acidulated  quinine  syrup,  as  above,  or 
the  chlorate  of  potass,  with  a  few  drops  of  muriatic  acid, 
ahonld  be  resorted  to.  For  the  throat,  the  best  external 
application  is  the  tincture  of  iodine,  applied  by  means  of  a 
earners  hair  pencil,  from  ear  to  ear,  vis  die.  This  applica- 
tion prevents  some  of  those  troublesome  sequelae,  such  as 
enlargements  of  the  parotid  and  submaxillary  glands,  which, 
when  they  arise,  attest  the  general  depression  of  the 
tjBtem. 

If  the  heat  of  skin  be  excessive,  the  surface  steadily  hot 
and  dry,  cold  sponging  will  be  admissible,  and  the  most 
toitable  to  the  case,  is  a  solution  of  chloride  of  lime  (Si-ii* 
ad.  aq.  6)  frequently  employed,  which  not  only  cools  the 
mrface  equal  to  any  other  application,  but  destroys,  in  a 
goodly  measure,  the  vim  of  the  disease,  by  destroying  the 
intensity  of  the  eruption,  which  is  regarded  as  a  fungous 
growth. 

The  symptoms  of  an  attack  of  maligna  are  strikingly 
eharacteristic  of  those  of  malignant  typhus  fever.  When 
this  form  of  the  disease  sets  in,  there  is  speedily  shown  a 
great  deterioration  in  the  blood,  its  character  rapidly  becomes 
watery,  and  there  is  so  great  a  deficiency  of  cohesion  in  the 
particles,  so  speedy  a  disappearance  of  the  red  globules  con- 
tained in  it,  as  to  render  it  unfit  for  the  correct  performance 
of  its  funotions. 
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Hence  the  sudden  symptoms  of  extreme  depression  (the 
electrical  state)  frequently  observed  at  the  onset  of  scarlet 
fever,  and  the  tendency  to  malignancy,  which  is  a  striking 
peculiarity  of  all  epidemic  diseases,  oceasi(med  by  the  poison 
of  the  contagion  of  the  disease  exerting  its  baneful  influence 
with  such  fearful  rapidity. 

In  such  cases  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  rousing  the  ener^eB 
of  the  system,  by  establishing  a  reaction  in  a  decided  man- 
ner ;  this  is  to  be  effected  by  an  emetic  draught  composed  of 
a  few  grains  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  with  double  the  quantity  of 
ipecac,  in  syrup,  followed  by  an  infusion  of  camomile ;  or 
by  fine  mustard,  or  salt  and  capsicum,  may  be  administered 
for  the  emetic,  if  preferred.  The  operation  of  the  emetic 
must  be  followed  by  the  solution  of  quinine  before  mentioned^ 
with  the  addition  of  tinct.  of  hops  and  strong  camphor 
mixture  every  two  or  four  hours.  The  beneficial  effects  of 
this  course  of  medicine  is  perceived  in  twelve  hours,  and 
reaction  is  produced,  when  a  modified  plan  must  be  pursned, 
adapted  to  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the  patient. 

When  the  tongue  is  red  and  dry,  with  slight .  fissures 
observable  in  it,  much  thirst  and  fever,  with  dry  and  hot 
skin,  I  always  resort  to  sod.  bicarb,  and  gum  acacia,  alter- 
nating with  turpentine  in  mucilage,  every  two  hours,  with 
satisfactory  results.  But  when  the  tongue  has  become  moist 
and  pale,  or  with  a  whitish  coat,  the  greatest  benefit  may  be 
expected  from  the  administration  of  arom.  sulphur,  acid  with 
quinine. 

The  violent  inflammation  that  is  apt  to  occur  in  the 
tonsils,  in  scarlet  fever,  can  be  so  successfully  combated,  by 
a  stimulant  and  tonic  plan,  as  to  deprive  the  disease  of  half 
its  terrors.  When  there  is  a  disposition  shown,  to  the  forma- 
tion of  matter  in  the  tonsils,  the  administration  of  quin. 
sulph.,  with  dil.  sulph.  acid,  and  infus.  cascaril.  or  mist, 
campli.,  either  rapidly  restores  the  parts  to  their  normal  size, 
or  causes  a  more  favorable  and  energetic  formation  of  the 
abscess  and  consequent  termination  of  the  disease. 
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To  hasten  the  progress  of  cure,  as  well  as  to  guard  against 
the  dropsical  manifestation,  in  every  variety  of  this  disease, 
it  is  advisable  to  exhibit  turpentine  in  mucilage,  with  or 
without  sp.  aeth.  nit.,  as  soon  as  the  tongue  parts  with  its 
oomt,  and  becomes  red  and  dry  (which  it  does  quickly,  and 
after  the  manner  of  a  case  of  typhoid  fever). 

To  recapitulate,  let  the  treatment  be  commenced  by 
emetics,  laxatives,  or  enemas,  sponging  the  surface  with  a 
solution  of  chloride  of  lime,  during  the  febrile  paroxysms; 
quinine  during  the  morning  remissions,  which  is  all  important; 
and  tincture  of  iodine  to  the  throat  when  indicated. 


doe  of  Tuherculum  Renale. — By  Edwin  R.  Maxson,  M,  D., 
of  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Through  the  politeness  of  Drs.  Smith  and  Ste\t:xs,  of  this 
Tillage,  I  witnessed  the  post-mortem  examination  of  the  fol- 
lowing case,  made  by  them,  June  21st,  in  the  presence  of 
several  medical  gentlemen;  and  also,  gathered  from  them, 
the  most  important  facts  in  relation  to  the  history  of  the  case. 

The  case  is  an  important  one,  as  it  tends  to  throw  light 
upon  the  pathology  of  the  organic  renal  affection,  usually 
called,  Albuminurea,  granular,  or  Bright's  disease.  I  there- 
fore offer  it,  without  any  further  apology. 

The  subject  of  this  examination  (Mr.  B.),  was  about  forty 
years  of  age,  of  medium  size,  well  proportioned,  and  a  day 
laborer,  by  occupation.  There  was  no  positive  evidence  of  a 
hereditary  scrofulous  diathesis  ;  yet,  such  may  have  been  the 
ease,  as  there  was  a  curvature  of  the  spine  of  some  years 
standing. 

He  was  vaccinated,  in  early  life,  and  suffered  severely 
from  its  effects ;  and,  it  was  ascertained,  that  the  virus  used, 
had  been  taken  from  a  syphilitic  patient.  There  was  no  fur- 
ther evidence  of  a  syphilitic  taint. 

He  had  had  occasional  vomiting  spells,  for  several  years, 
which  were  relieved  forUhe  time,  by  applying  cups  on  each 
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side  of  tbe  Bpine,  where  the  cnrrature  existed*  And, 
he  had  complained  of  lameness  in  one  foot.  Otherwise,  he 
had  appeared  tolerably  well,  till  about  one  year  before  his 
death ;  at  this  time  there  was  evidently  a  dedine,  his  coun- 
tenance being  .bad,  his  digestion  imperfeot,  and  more  or  less 
derangement  in  the  renal  secretion. 

As  the  cold  weather  approached,  the  decline  became  more 
rapid,  and  the  renal  affection  became  more  prominent ;  the 
ordinary  symptoms  of  granular  disease 'of  the  kidney  being 
developed,  indicating  the  different  stages  of  this  organic  renal 
affection,  as  was  admitted  by  those  in  attendance;  and,  as  I 
understand,  by  the  counsel  had  in  the  case. 

These  symptoms  were  only  partially  relieved,  or  palliated, 
by  a  judicious  course  of  treatment,  and  he  gradually  run 
down,  till  the  time  of  his  death  (June  20th),  having  been 
confined  to  his  bed  for  about  six  months.  About  two  weeks 
before  his  death,  matters  pointed,  on  the  inner  and  outer  side, 
of  the  middle  portion  of  the  foot ;  the  result  of  caries,  of  the 
tarsal  bones. 

We  found,  at  the  post-mortem  examination,  the  lungs  appa- 
rently healthy  ;  the  liver  atrophied ;  the  spleen  granular,  or 
tuberculated ;  the  mesenteric  glands  indurated;  the  dorsal 
vertebrae  at  the  curvature  carious,  or  softened ;  and  very 
much  enlarged,  appearing  to  involve  the  sympathetic  nerve 
on  each  side.     The  valves  of  the  heart  were  thickened. 

On  reaching  the  kidneys,  we  found  them  of  about  their 
natural  size.  But  on  laying  open  the  left  kidney,  the  entire 
tubular  portion  was  found  a  softened  mass  of  tubercular 
matter ;  the  matter,  occupying  the  place  of  each  cone,  was 
in  a  distinct  sac,  formed  by  the  external  cortical  or  vascular 
portion  of  the  kidney,  and  its  continuation  onward,  surround- 
ing each  cone,  or  bundle  of  tubuli  urinii  feri. 

On  laying  open  the  right  kidney,  the  place  of  about  one- 
half  the  cones  were  found  occupied  by  softened  tubercular 
matter,  like  the  left  kidney ;  but  the  remaining  cones  were 
not  softened,  but  some  of  them  were  filled  with  tubercles, 
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apparently  approaching  to  softening;  while  a  few  were  m 
the  incipient  stage,  and  filled  onlj  with  minute  granulations, 
aituated  between  and  surrounding  the  tubuli.  These  granu- 
lations, or  incipient  tubercles,  as  well  as  the  more  advanced 
tubercles,  occupied  mainlj  the  tubular  portion  of  the  kid- 
ney ;  but  that  portion  of  the  cortical  or  yascular  substance  of 
ihe  kidney  surrounding  the  cones,  and  in  immediate  con- 
tact with  the  tubuli  uriniferi,  was  more  or  less  filled  with 
them,  in  the  form  of  minute  granulations,  or  more  advanced 
tabercles,  and  this  was  true  of  both  kidneys. 

Now,  here  was  a  case  in  which  were  developed  all  the 
asnal  symptoms  of  what  has  been  called  '^Bright's  Disease," 
or  "  Granular  Disease  of  the  Kidney  ;**  and  yet,  in  one  kid- 
ney the  disease  had  gone  on  to  the  softening  of  the  entire 
tabular  portion ;  while  in  the  other,  about  one-half  of  the 
tabular  portion  had  become  softened ;  the  remaining  portion, 
presenting  according  to  my  observation  the  ordinary  appear- 
ance of  the  granular  kidney,  but  progressing  rapidly  towards 
the  same  disorganiied  con<Iition. 

It  is  evident,  in  this  case,  that  there  was  a  scrofulous  *con- 
dition,  involving  bad  digestion,  imperfect  assimilation,  im- 
paired constitution ;  and,  in  consequence  of  all  this,  minute 
granulations  of  the  kidneys,  which,  becoming  developed,  were 
real  tubercles;  and  these  tubercles  softening,  produced  the 
condition  above  described. 

6B5EyA,  N.  Y.,  June  23d,  1856. 

[The  co-existence  in  the  above  case,  of  disease  of  the 
Vertebra,  perhaps  the  infiltrated  form  of  tubercular  disease 
•f  bone  as  described  by  Nelatox,  renders  it  exceedingly  pro- 
bable, that  the  afieccion  has  been  correctly  denominated  by 
Dr.  Maxson.  If  we  mistake  not,  his  remarks  are  calculated 
to  oonvey  the  inference  that  Brigut's  disease,  granular  degen- 
eration of  the  kidneys,  albuminuria,  or  the  albuminous  nephri- 
tis of  Ratrr,  is  caused  by  a  tubercular  degeneration  of  the 
kidney.  He  employs  the  terms — ^granulations  and  incipient 
tabercles — as  synonymous.      Dr.  BaiGHT*s  paper  in  the 
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second  volume  of  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  is  now  before  ni, 
and  we  can  discover  nothing  in  his  observations  to  justify  w 
in  applying  the  term  tubercular  to  express  the  condition  known 
as  ^^ mottling/'  ^^ white  degeneration/'  "contraction/'  or 
"  granulation/'  Indeed,  the  table  of  one  hundred  cases  given  by 
Dr.  B.,  proves  conclusively,  that  of  all  the  complications  of  the 
disease,  none  are  so  rare  as  the  tubercular.  "  In  only  four 
cases,"  he  remarks,  "  has  recent  phthisis  developed  itself,  and 
what  is  somewhat  remarkable,  in  more  than  double  that  num- 
ber, the  disease  seems  to  have  made  a  certain  inroad  upon  the 
upper  lobes  of  the  lungs,  and  then  to  have  sunk  into  a  state 
of  quiesence,  or  entirely  subsided,  from  which  we  should  per- 
haps be  inclined  to  infer,  that  so  far  from  these  diseases 
being  associated,  the  condition  of  the  body  in  this  form  of 
renal  disease  is  unfavorable  to  the  existence  of  phthisis,  or 
that  it  is  certainly  not  peculiarly  apt  to  occur  in  tuberculous 
constitutions."  Again,  Dr.  Chbistison,  in  his  Treatise  "  On 
Granular  Degeneration  of  the  Kidneys,  &c./'  published  in 
Edinburg,  1839,  informs  us  that  in  about  four-fifths  of  the 
cases,  the  disease  is  caused  by  the  immoderate  use  of  alco- 
holic beverages,  and  it  is  now  well  ascertained  that  such  pota- 
tions tend  rather  to  prevent  than  to  promote  the  deposition 
of  tubercle.  B. 


On  Obliquity  of  the  Uterus, — By  J.  N.  Salisbury,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  Russelville,  Ohio. 

The  influence  that  Obliquity  of  the  Uterus  has  in  causing 
different  and  tedious  labors,  has  by  most  of  our  authors  been 
passed  over  with  but  little  notice.  And  those  who  have  noticed 
it,  are  mistaken  either  in  the  causes,  effects,  or  remedies. 

Causes:  Levret  thought  the  main  cause  to  be,  the  inser- 
tion of  the  placenta,  which  would  draw  the  uterus  to  the  side 
of  its  attachment.  But  facts  do  not  establish  this  theory. 
We  have  often  met  with  obliquity  to  one  side,  and  the  placenta 
attached  to  the  opposite  side.     The  observations  of  many 
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others  also  corroborate  this  fact.  We  sometimes  also  meet 
with  the  obliquity  forward,  while  the  placenta  is  attached  to 
the  back  part  of  the  Uteras. 

Bat  MoRBAU  says,  '^  Anterior  obliquities  are  caused  by 
th^  maiund  inclinaium  of  the  pelvis  forward/'  But  we  may 
aflk|  Why  does  not  the  same  natural  cause,  produce  the  same 
•feet  in  all  cases  ?  That  it  docs  not,  even  in  a  majority,  no 
<NM  will  deny,  although  the  forward  inclination  of  the  pelvis 
is  always  present;    or  in   Moreau's  own  language,  it  is 

In  hearty,  robust  young  women,  the  gravid  uterus  usually 
eeeapies  the  middle  of  the  abdomen ;  so  then  we  must  con- 
dsde  that  the  forward  inclination  of  the  pelvis  alone  could 
BOt  produce  the  obliquity. 

Now  the  main  cause  of  obliquity  seems  to  be  undue  relax- 
ation of  the  abdominal  parietes.  Hence  it  is  that  we  usually 
ffsd  it  in  women  who  have  borne  several  children,  and  but 
Tery  seldom  meet  with  it  in  first  pregnancies.  Moreau  him- 
self admits,  that  the  more  children  a  woman  has  had,  the 
BUHTS  relaxed  are  the  abdominal  parietes,  and  the  more  marked 
tiM  anterior  obliquity  of  the  uterus. 

The  requisite  support  from  the  abdominal  parietes  being 
ihuB  weakened,  the  axis  of  the  uterus  with  respect  to  the 
person  becomes  changed,  so  that  the  fundus  may  fall  forward, 
s&d  the  mouth  be  thrown  back  against  the  sacrum,  or  the 
finidns  may  incline  to  the  right  or  left  side,  and  the  mouth  to 
the  opposite  ilium. 

Effects  :  That  obliquity  of  the  uterus  may  cause  delay, 
and  sometimes  dangerous  delay,  I  believe  none  have  denied* 
BM  while  they  have  not  denied  it,  they  have  failed  to  state 
As  fact.  True,  Dr.  Churchill  says,  it  may  cause  delay.  Dr. 
DsNMAN  sa^s  that  some  labors  are  procrastinated  by  obli- 
quity of  the  uterus.  And  Moreau  says  it  may  be  the  origin 
of  serious  accident  to  both  mother  and  child.  But  with  these 
exceptions,  where  is  the  author  that  marks  out  the  difiiculty 
ssd  danger  in  a  proper  manner?    I  cannot  better  point  out 
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the  danger  than  by  giving  the  case  of  Baudkloqus.  A 
woman  had  been  four  days  in  labor,  attended  by  an  ignorant 
midwife,  who  had  allowed  her  to  walk  about  and  Btand  ereet 
during  the  whole  period  of  labor.  The  difficulty  he  found  to 
be  anterior  obliquity  of  the  uterus,  which  was  very  great, 
the  head  resting  against  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  pre- 
venting dilatation  of  the  os  uteri.  ^^  At  last,"  he  says,  '^  the 
head  descended  covered  by  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  Vene- 
section, a  horizontal  position,  and  the  precaution  of  eleva- 
ting the  breech,  could  not  prevent  gangrene  and  death,  which 
occurred  before  the  termination  of  labor." 

Treatment  :  Is  it  necessary  to  interfere  at  all  in  obli- 
quity of  the  uterus,  and  if  so,  what  shall  we  do  ? 

Dr.  Wm.  Hunter  remarks,  ^'  As  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  observe,  the  mere  obliquity  of  the  uterus  never  occasions 
so  difficult  a  labor  as  to  require  any  artificial  arrangement  to 
bring  the  os  uteri  in  a  proper  situation.  In  such  cases,  ae  in 
many  others,  art  can  do  little  good,  and  patience  will  never 
fail.  Dr.  Churchill  agrees  with  Hunter,  that  little  is 
necessary,  except  patience.  "I  do  not  think/*  he  says, 
"  that  interference  with  the  os  uteri  is  ever  justifiable."  Dr. 
Ramsbotham  also  strongly  opposes  interfering  with  the  os 
uteri ;  and  declares  that  at  best  he  has  very  little  faith  in 
obliquity  of  the  uterus  producing  serious  protraction.  Dr. 
C.  D.  Meigs,  thinks  all  that  is  necessary  to  corect  the  obliq- 
uity is  to  change  the  position  of  the  woman.  Drs.  Dewess 
and  Churchill  think  that  it  may  sometimes  be  necessary  in 
addition  to  position,  to  lift  up  and  support  the  pendulous  belly, 
until  the  head  shall  occupy  the  inferior  strait. 

Now,  the  question  with  every  honorable  obstetrician  should 
be,  not  whether  natural  forces  will  be  sufficient  to  overcome 
the  difficulty,  but  how  far  can  he  interfere  safely  and  be 
instrumental  in  shortening  and  relieving  the  sufferings  of  his 
patient.  The  course  recommended  by  the  worthy  author  re- 
ferred to  above,  may  be  sufficient  in  some  cases  to  remedy 
the  evil ;  but  can  position  and  proper  support  be  relied  upon 
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in,  all  cases  T  I  think  not.  I  believe  with  Moreau  that  it  it 
necessary  to  act  upon  the  os  uteris  as  well  as  to  attend  to  the 
piMjtion  and  proper  support. 

About  a  year  ago,  I  was  called  to  see  a  woman  that  had 
baen  in  labor  twenty  hours.  At  first  she  had  called  in  a 
person  pretending  to  be  a  physician,  who  either  tried  to  do 
nothing  or  was  ignorant  of  her  situation,  and  left  her  as  he 
fonnd  her,  without  even  attempting  to  relieve  her,  but  direct- 
ing her  to  send  for  him  if  she  became  worse.  She  suffered 
on^  getting  no  better,  and  not  much  worse  until  I  was  called* 
I  found  the  os  uteri  high  up  against  the  left  ilium,  and  the 
fhndus  thrown  to  the  right  side.  I  had  the  patient  placed  oa 
her  left  side,  and  followed  the  directions  of  our  authors.  Bat 
it  was  all  of  no  avail.  I  then  introduced  the  finger  of  the 
right  hand  into  the  os  uteri,  and  gently  drew  it  down  during 
tka  pains,  while  with  the  loft  hand  I  raised  up  and  supported 
tka  fundus,  and  thus  in  a  very  short  time  succeeded  in  right- 
ing its  position.  Dilatation  then  proceeded  rapidly,  and  in 
lata  than  an  hour  her  labor  was  terminated,  much  to  her  relief 
and  satisfaction.  The  case  of  Baudelocqub  mentioned  above, 
ka  aays,  could  have  been  successfully  terminated,  had  the  obli- 
quity been  remedied  in  the  beginning. 

Dbcbmbbr  8th,  1835. — We  were  in  attendance  upon  a 
patient  with  anterior  obliquity  of  the  uterus.  The  os  uteri 
was  high  up  against  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum.  The 
patient  was  placed  upon  her  back,  and  the  fundus  of  the 
womb  raised  up  and  supported,  but  all  to  no  purpose ;  for 
three  long  hours  the  labor  advanced  not  a  particle,  although 
there  were  strong  pains  the  whole  time.  We  then  introduced 
the  finger  into  the  mouth  of  the  womb  and  made  gentle  trac- 
tion, when  dilatation  proceeded  steadily,  and  in  about  one 
hoorand  a  half  the  delivery  was  complete. 

August  22d,  185G. — Ilud  a  case  of  anterior  obliquity 
vary  similar  to  the  one  above.  The  patient  was  placed  on 
htt  husband's  lap,  and  traction  made  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
vol-  XVU— NO.  40, 
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00  uteri,  while  the  fundus  was  raised  and  supported.     Labor 
progressed  well,  and  in  a  few  hours'  time  was  terminated. 

Here  is  a  case  full  of  interest,  given  by  MoBBAtr,  of  ante- 
rior obliquity.  He  says,  ''  The  foetal  head  was  in  the  eavity 
of  the  pelvis,  covered  by  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  whose  pari- 
etes  were  so  smooth,  thin,  and  tense,  that  it  seemed  as  if  the 
head  were  bare.  Such,  indeed,  was  the  opinion  of  the  attend- 
ing physician,  who  was  preparing  to  apply  the  forceps,  when 
the  family  requested  our  advice.  We  immediately  ascer- 
tained, by  the  sensibility  of  the  part,  and  the  pain  caused  by 
touching,  that  the  foetal  head  was  not  exposed,  and  that  it 
was  covered  by  the  yet  undilated  head  of  the  uterus.  We 
placed  the  woman  on  her  back,  with  her  breech  elevated, 
introduced  the  extremity  of  the  index  finger,  curved  in  the 
shape  of  a  hook,  into  the  os  uteri,  which  was  behind  and 
nearly  on  a  level  with  the  promontory  of  the  sacrumi  so  as 
to  draw  the  anterior  lip  gently  downward  and  forward  during 
the  uterine  contraction;  at  the  same  time,  with  the  other  hand 
on  the  abdomen,  we  pushed  the  fundus  uteri  upward  and 
backward.  This  simple  plan,  continued  with  great  caution  and 
gentleness,  effecting  a  rapid  dilatation,  and  in  less  than  two 
hours  a  successful  and  natural  termination  of  a  labor,  which, 
until  our  arrival  bad  been  considered  as  excessively  difficult, 
and  requiring  the  use  of  the  forceps. 


Report    of  two    cases    of  Placenta    Prcevia. — By    G.    A. 
KuNKLER,  M.  D.,  of  Madison,  Indiana. 

August  14,  '56,  I  was  called  to  attend,  with  my  partner. 

Dr.  Wm.  Davidson,  Mrs.  D ,  a  strong,  robust  woman, 

the  mother  of  thirteen  children.  She  was  taken  with  labor- 
pains  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
with  a  most  painful  hemorrhage  ;  losing,  according  to  her 
estimation,  nearly  a  gallon  of  blood.  The  membranes  had 
been  ruptured,  but  still  it  continued.  She  was  at  the  full 
period  of  gestation ;  had  had  nothing  in  the  form  of  hemor- 
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rbagCy  preyiously,  and  apparently  had  enjoyed  the  most  per- 
fect health.  Her  previous  labors  had  all  been  remarkably 
easy.  On  examination  the  os  uteri  was  found  largely  dilated, 
and  the  placenta  immediately  before  it.  The  hemorrhage 
still  continued,  and  the  woman  was  in  an  extremely  exhausted 
conation.  To  attempt  turning,  in  her  condition,  was  out  of 
the  question.  The  placenta  was  detached  and  removed  at 
once,  and  the  cord  tied.  The  hemorrhage  ceased  immedi- 
ately. It  was  now  ascertained  that  the  left  shoulder  of  the 
child  presented.  With  the  aid  of  stimulants,  she  gradually 
began  to  rally,  and  the  pains  returned.  Towards  midnight 
Dr.  Davidson  was  enabled  to  turn,  and  the  labor  was  com- 
pleted. The  child,  which  was  very  large,  and  well  developed, 
was  dead*  The  patient  immediately  after  commenced  to 
sink,  the  extremities  becoming  cold,  the  eyes  sunken,  the 
countenance  ghastly,  and  covered  with  a  clammy  perspira- 
tion. With  the  aid  of  stimulants  she  gradually  rallied.  The 
improvement,  however,  was  of  short  duration,  flooding  took 
place  to  some  extent,  the  patient  gradually  sank  and  died  in 
about  thirty  hours. 

Casb  u. — On  the  18th  of  Nov.,  '55, 1  was  called  to  attend 
Mrs.  R J  a  young  woman  aged  23,  in  her  second  con- 
finement. On  arriving,  I  found  the  patient  very  much  pros- 
trated from  hemorrhage.  For  the  past  three  days  she  had 
been  subject  to  occasional  attacks  of  hemorrhage,  but  to  only 
a  small  extent.  The  labor  had  commenced  several  hours 
previously,  with  hemorrhage.  The  membranes  had  been 
raptured,  upon  which  it  ceased  to  some  extent. 

On  examination,  the  vagina  was  found  filled  with  coagula. 
The  06  uteri  was  dilated  and  soft,  tlie  placenta  nearly  cov- 
ering the  orifice.  There  was  but  slight  uterine  action.  The 
patient  not  being  in  an  extreme  state  of  exhaustion,  I 
dedded  to  turn  and  deliver.  I  proceeded  to  detach  the 
placenta,  partially,  which  being  completed,  I  found  the  pre- 
•entation  natural,  grasped  the  legs  and  brought  them  both 
into  the  vagina,  and,  assisted  by  the  uterine  efibrta,  which 
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Tina  single  pustule  went  on  to  be  fully  developed,  without 
producing  any  further  eruption.  A  second  infant  was  inocu- 
lated with  pus  taken  from  the  first.  The  pustule  here  was 
likewise  developed,  was  accompanied  by  fever,  and,  on  the 
eighth  day,  a  discrete  secondary  eruption  made  its  appear- 
ance. A  third  infant  was  inoculated  with  pus  taken  from 
the  second,  and  the  eruption  was  still  more  abundant 
Finally,  with  the  fifth  generation,  he  obtained  a  confluent 
eruption.  The  small-pox  was  complete — it  had  been  regen- 
erated. 

These  facts  were  significant,  and  should  not  be  lost. 
Guided  by  our  master  we  have  collected,  upon  the  sixteenth 
day,  the  virus  of  which  we  despaired ;  that  is,  a  virus  which 
never  becomes  papular  until  the  fourth  day,  pustular  the 
.  sixth,  and  is  surrounded  by  an  areola  on  the  seventh,  begins 
to  dry  on  the  tenth,  and  the  scabs  fall  off  on  the  fifteenth. 
We  inoculated  with  this  virus  a  healthy  infant ;  afterwards 
taking  it,  we  have  transmitted  it  through  a  series  of  infants, 
in  the  best  possible  condition.  At  the  end  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  generations,  it  appeared  that  the  new  vaccination  had 
become  more  virulent,  manifested  sooner  its  effects,  termi- 
nated later  its  evolutions,  than  the  virus  with  which  we  set 
out.  But  not  wishing  to  be  deceived  by  any  illusion,  we  had 
transported  to  the  mayory  of  the  ninth  ward^a  child  to  be 
vaccinated.  On  the  eighth  day  we  took  the  virus,  and  with 
it  inoculated  the  left  arm  of  a  healthy  infant,  wliilst  into  the 
right  arm  we  inserted  our  virus  of  six  days.  Many  children 
were  inoculated  in  this  same  manner,  and  it  appeared  to  us 
that  our  virus  regenerated  was  much  more  powerful  than  the 
ordinary  virus  of  the  city. 

Who  does  not  perceive  that  we  have  only  acted  as  the 
horticulturist,  who  collects  in  the  country  his  simple  seeds, 
sows  them  in  selected  soils,  obtains  varieties,  culls  the  best 
of  them,  sows  them  anew,  and  thus,  after  many  generations, 
obtains  the  most  beautiful  flowers  of  our  parterres ;  the 
origin  of  which  most  men  do  not  imagine  ? 
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We  irill  recapitulate  by  saying  that,  it  appears  to  us, 
according  to  the  facts  which  we  have  collected,  that  a  vaccine 
▼iniSi  enfeebled  by  successive  transmissions,  can,  when  placed 
under  certain  conditions,  be  made  to  regain  the  strength  it 
liad  lost 


Ve^ieo-lnteitinal  i^/uZa.^Translated  for  the  Western  Lan- 
cet, from  the  Journal  des  ConnatMances  MedtealeSj  by  D. 
L.  Frbbman,  M.  D.,  Floydsburg,  Ky.) 

Dr.  Strum  reports  the  following,  which  should  be  ranked 
among  the  rarest  cases  in  Pathology.  A  man  aged  forty 
years,  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  with  the  exception 
of  some  slight  attacks  of  Hypochondriasis,  felt  in  1844  the 
first  signs  of  a  hemorrhoidal  aifection.  His  stools  were  irreg- 
ular, and  he  suffered  pains  in  the  region  of  the  sacrum.  The 
reins  around  the  anus  were  tumefied.  Soon  after,  he  was 
attacked  with  lancinating  pains,  of  a  peculiar  character. 
These  returned  in  paroxysms  of  short  duration,  and  extended 
firom  the  root  to  the  glans  penis.  In  other  respects,  his 
liealth  was  not  impaired. 
*  In  December,  1844,  the  patient>emarked*that  during  the 
emissions  of  urine,  and  sometimes  even  without  urinating, 
that  gas  escaped  by  the  penis.  A  little  later,  he  found  in  his 
night-vessel  some  fragments  of  almonds  that  ho  had  eaten 
during  the  day,  which  were  passed  with  the  urine,  then  mor- 
sels of  faecal  matter,  of  which  the  quantity  gradually  increased, 
and  obstructed  at  intervals  the  canal  of  the  urethra. 

The  evacuations  per  annum  gradually  diminished.  Neither 
catheterism  of  the  bladder  nor  of  the  intestine  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  fistulous  opening  between  the  bladder  and  the 
btcstine.  In  1845,  Dieffenbach  was  consulted,  but  his  pre- 
scriptions were  without  effect.  The  only  relief  the  patient 
experienced  was  duo  to  the  injection  of  large  quantities  of 
water.  The  general  aspect  of  the  patient  was  good,  the 
appetite  unimpaired,  emaciation  progressed  but  slowly,  and 
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the  strength  failed  hut  little.  Notwithstanding  the  pains 
increased,  and  finally  became  so  intolerable  as  to  produce 
maniacal  paroxysmB.  In  April,  1845,  peritonitis  terminated 
fiitally. 

Autopsy. — In  opening  the  abdomen,  there  issued  «  large 
quantity  of  brownish,  offensive  liquid,  mingled  with  purulent 
floculi.     The  ascending  and  descending  colon  adhered  to  the 
other  intestines  and  the  mesentery.    The  liver,  spleen,  and 
fall  bladder  were  covered  with  resisting  false  membrane  ;  but 
their  texture  was  not  altered.    The  ascending  colon  was  dis- 
tended with  gas,  and  contained  much  fJeecal  matter.     The 
descending  portion,  at  its  inferior  part,  was  so  firmly  adhe- 
rent to  the  bladder  and  neighboring  organs,  that  they  could 
not  be  detached.    About  eight  inches  above  the  anus  the 
adhesion  of  the  intestine  with  the  bladder  was  still  more  inti- 
mate, for  the  space  of  two  inches,  and  at  the  middle  of  this^ 
tliere  was  an  opening  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  which  estab- 
lished the  communication  between  the  bladder  and  the  intes- 
tine.    The  bladder  contained  a  yellowish,  liquid  faecal  matter ; 
its  mucous   membrane    was  thickened,  of  a  bluish-marbled 
color,  covered  with  a  yellowish  mucus,  and  dotted  over  with 
very  prominent  varicose  dilatations.     No   diminution  in  the 
caliber  of  the  colon  or  rectum.     The  mucous  follicles  of  the 
rectum  were  greatly  developed,  and  immediately  above  the 
sphincterani  was  a  crown  of  dilated  veins.      No  trace  of 
tubercles  or  cancerous  deposit.     Dr.    Strum  attributes  the 
fistula  to  an  ulcerative  inflammation  of  a  vesical  varix,  which 
had  at  first  excited  local  adhesion,  and  afterwards  led  to  the 
perforation. 
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Paper  read  before  (he  Cincinnati  Medical  Society ^  September 
2rf,  1856,  by  B.  F.  Richardson,  M.  D.  Comparative 
StatiiHcsof  Operative  Obstetricy. 

<^  It  may  be  needful  once  more  to  compare  the  practice  of 
different  institutions,  that  you  may  be  convinced  that  the  first 
principles  of  operative  midwifery  have  not  yet  been  estab- 
lished— at  least  that  they  are  not  generally  understood — and 
tbjit  there  is  no  other  branch  of  surgery  at  the  present  time 
in  such  a  rude  condition."  Such  was  the  language  of  Prof. 
Sobert  Lee,  of  London,  to  his  class,  prior  to  the  year  1843. 
I  believe  that  it  is  almost  as  true  of  this  as  of  that  day.  There 
teems  to  be  a  general  indisposition  upon  the  part  of  the  pro- 
fession to  devote  themselves  earnestly  and  sedulously  to  the 
itady  of  obfitetricy.  I  may  do  injustice  to  my  medical  breth- 
ren at  large,  in  regard  to  their  attainments  in  scientific  and 
^vctical  midwifery.  I,  however,  only  give  utterance  to  my 
honest  convictions,  and  desire  not  to  under-estimate  the  pro- 
ficiency of  the  profession  in  this  particular  branch.  If  I  am 
correct  in  my  assumption,  then  why  should  such  a  state  of 
things  €xi8t?  There  is  no  part  of  our  duties  as  general 
practitioners  that  imposes  upon  us  greater  responsibility  than 
this.  In  no  division  of  medicine  is  circumspection,  cool  de- 
liberation, and  promptness  of  action,  both  mental  and  physi- 
cal, more  imperatively  demanded ;  and  in  no  other  class  of 
cases  does  the  preservation  of  life  so  evidently  depend,  as 
upon  the  timely  aid  of  the  cultivated,  judicious,  and  self- 
possessed  obstetrician. 

As  an  apology  for  the  uncertainty  which  exists  in  regard 
to  the  principles  and  rules  which  should  govern  the  accoucher 
m  his  supervision  of  labors,  we  are  told  that  eminent  men 
pursue  a  widely  different  course ;  that  whereas  some  use  the 
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forceps,  for  instance,  only  once  in  728  labors,  other  men, 
equally  as  authoritative,  use  them  in  every  seven,  eight,  or 
nine  cases ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  ordinary  practitioner, 
with  his  comparatively  limited  experience,  cannot  expect  to 
acquire  well  established  ideas  in  regard  to  this  branch  of  prac- 
tice. In  my  humble  opinion,  this  is  a  mistaken  view  of  the 
subject  We  have  the  accumulated  statistics,  derived  from 
the  observations  and  practice  of  many  eminent  and  truly 
talented  men  in  different  countries,  whose  opportunities  and 
experience  have  been  vast  and  diversified.  Now,  an  analysis 
of  the  tables,  and  a  comparison  of  the  restUts  of  their  prac- 
tice, ought  certainly  to  teach  us  something  in  regard  to  the 
operation  of  those  principles  and  rules  which  they  have  incul- 
cated and  adopted ;  and,  to  that  end,  I  have  examined  the 
results  of  British,  French,  and  German  obstetrical  practice, 
taking  as  a  basis  for  my  calculations  45,634  British,  44,760 
French,  and  261,224  German  cases  of  labor. 

The  comparative  calculations  of  Prof.  Ohurchill  are  defec- 
tive and  unfairly  partial  towards  British  practitioners,  in  two 
or  three  particulars.  He  has  put  cases  into  his  aggregate 
tables,  the  analysis  of  which  does  not  appear  in  his  compara- 
tive tables,  and  he  has  introduced  favorable  operative  results 
into  the  latter,  whose  aggregate  does  not  appear  in  his  general 
tables.  Again,  Mr.  Collins'  crotchet  cases  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  in  the  aggregate;  but  only  seventy-nine  are 
selected  as  suitable  for  the  analytical  table,  out  of  which  he  lost 
fifteen  of  the  mothers.  The^other  thirty-nine  are  excluded  by 
Mr.  Collins  himself,  and  in  this  peculiarity  he  is  imitated  by 
all  authors,  so  far  as  I  have  examined.  Now,  at  least  twenty- 
seven  out  of  these  thirty-nine  are  proper  cases  for  the  ana- 
lytical table.  Nineteen  of  them  occurred  in  cases  of  rupture 
of  the  uterus.  According  to  Mr.  Collins'  own  record  they 
legitimately  constitute  an  clement  by  which  to  estimate  the 
comparative  mortality  to  the  mother.  In  eight  other  of  these 
cases  the  labors  became  complicated  by  convulsions,  antl  the 
record  of  their  management^  before  and  after  the  occurrence 
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of  the  complication,  clearly  indicates  the  unfairness  of  their 
exclusion ;  for,  in  four  of  them  Mr.  Collins  himself  admits 
tliat  death  was  not  attributable  to  the  convulsions.  We  maj, 
therefore,  with  fairness  and  propriety,  add  to  the  seven  ty- 
nitu  cases  these  iwenty-iseven,  out  of  which  latter  he  lost 
iweMijf'three  of  the  mothers.  We  consequently  have  one 
hundred  and  six^  instead  of  seventy-nine  cases,  as  a  legiti- 
mate element  of  the  analytical  table,  and  of  this  number  he 
loai  thirty-eight  of  the  mothers,  or  more  than  every  third  one  ! 

Mr.  Collins  also  stands  pre-eminent  in  the  infrequency  of 
Ilia  forceps  deliveries,  as  an  alternative.  He  is  always  repre* 
Mated  in  tables,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  as  having  used 
the  forceps  once  in  every  six  hundred  and  seventeen  labors ; 
bat  as  an  alternative  he,  in  reality,  only  used  them  once  in 
fourteen  hundred  and  ninety-two  cases,  or,  if  we  include  with 
them  his  three  lever  deliveries — once  in  eleven  hundred  and 
mvewty-two. 

Thirteen  of  his  forceps  deliveries  were  precipitated  by  the 
labors  becoming  complex;  three  of  them  were  accomplished 
with  the  lever,  and  we  therefore  have  remaining  but  eleven 
casea  wherein  he  used  the  forceps  as  an  alternative  for  unsuc* 
oessful  natural  efforts. 

These  omissiotis  and  additions  constitute  elements  of  error, 
when  we  come  to  consider  forceps  and  crotchet  deliveries  as 
alternatives  for  unsuccessful  natural  efforts.  The  erroneous 
results  of  some  of  these  tabular  defects  have  been  corrected, 
although  for  the  present  I  shall  allow  the  British  authorities 
the  advantage  of  the  omissions  and  additions  in  the  practice 
of  Dr.  Collins,  after  having  thus  pointed  them  out. 

Amongst  the  British,  French,  and  German  practitioners, 
the  following  tables  will  give  the  mean  frequency  of  forceps 
and  crotchet  deliveries,  respectively : 

Coaatr7.                                      Number  of  Laliors.  Forceps  Cmci.  Propotilont. 

a«Wi » 4iJBM  !«  1  In  301 

fntkcb AA'.X  277  1  in  IA9 

evHian •J6l;iiS4  1.718  1  In  153 

CvvBtry.                                         Nuffiher  of  Laban.  Crotchet  CtMt.  Proportion. 

■Auh 47P.11  SIR  IfaiSIS 

36.189  m  1  In  l^Nt 

SU^BU  m  llnl,M4 
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The  British  use  the  forceps  only  three  times  where  they 
use  the  crotchet  five  times ;  the  French  use  them  eight  times 
where  they  use  the  crotchet  once,  and  the  Germans  use  them 
thirteen  times  to  the  crotchet  once. 

Taking  45,684  lahors  as  a  basis  for  comparison,  we  hare 
the  following  results  of  operative  midwifery^  so  far  as  the 
forceps  and  crotchet  are  concerned,  between  the  British, 
French,  and  German  obstetricians : 

ProportloDal  Moibert        Proporttonal    ChOArai 

Britlah.  MmIaIMt*  "  -    —  -     - 


MSMA  iVorceptCaM..n6  1  in  m  7  1  In  3 

^<"^  fCrotdhetCtMt.M  1  in  4  St  aB. 


iTioA  I'Porcept  Cuei.  SUA 
Z*'*^  JCrotehetCMei.   38 


4IB  T«ld..«t 

ProporMmua  MoHieni  ?i«ponto«a  CMIAIb 

Prench.                               MortaUtj.  IxMt.  MorUlttj.  LotL 

lta«}  33  ItaS  «7 

lia  4  1»  aU.  3B 

Proportional  Motiurt  Propwltoari  Chlttm 

Genoaa.                  MortaUtgr.  LoM.  Ifortatttgr.  LoaU 

jK  jm^  IPorcepiCMM....8M           1  in  19  15  1  In  6  47 

^^'"^  (Crotchet  Oasee...  S3          1  in  3«-5  7  alL  13 

Total.... 2S  Total.  .70 

Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  comparative  results  are  con- 
demnatory of  British  practice,  and  most  favorable  to  that  of 
the  Germans. 

That  these  unfavorable  results  of  British  practice  are  the 
legitimate  fruits  of  the  principles  and  injunctions  laid  down 
and  followed  by  their  most  authoritative  teachers,  even  up 
to  a  recent  period,  I  shall  undertake  to  establish  in  a  sub- 
sequent paper.  For  the  present,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
drawing  a  comparison  between  the  practice  and  its  results  of 
Mr.  Collins,  of  Dublin,  who  stands  above  all  others  as  the 
representative  of  non-operative  midwifery,  and  Prof.  F.  H. 
Ramsbotham,  of  London,  who  truly,  in  his  practice,  exempli- 
fies conservative  progress  in  the  science  and  art  of  obstet- 
rics: 

Mr.  Collins  in  16,414  labors,  used  the  forceps  11  times,  or 
1  in  1,492.  Mr.  Ramsbotham  in  48,996  labors,  used  the 
forceps  73  times,  or  1  in  671. 
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Mr.  Collins  in  16,414  labors,  used  the  crotchet  118  times, 
or  1  in  141.  Mr.  Ramsbotham  in  48,996  labors,  used  the 
crotchet  60  times,  or  1  in  817 ;  or  if  we  properly  add  23  cases 
of  prematurely  induced  labor,  1  in  590. 

Mr.  Collins  in  16,414  labors,  had  34  cases  of  ruptured 
utems,  1  in  483.  Mr.  Bamsbotham  in  48,996  labors,  had  8 
caies  of  ruptured  uterus,  1  in  6,128. 

Mr.  Collins  in  106  craniotomy  cases,  proper  for  analysis, 
lost  38  of  the  mothers,  or  more  than  1  in  3.  Mr.  Ramsbo- 
tham in  60  lost  6  of  the  mothers,  or  1  in  10. 

Mr.  Collins  in  24  forceps  cases,  lost  4  of  the  mothers,  or  1 
IB  6.  Mr.  Ramsbotham  in  73  forceps  cases,  lost  3  of  the 
miUiers,  or  1  in  24. 

Mr.  Collins  in  16,414  labors,  lost  164  mothers,  or  1  in  100. 
Mr.  Ramsbotham  in  48,996  labors,  lost  162  mothers,  or  1  in 
802 

Mr.  Collins  in  16,654  births,  md  1,121  bom  still,  or  1  in 
15.  Mr.  Rimsbotham  in  49,538  births,  had  1,822  born  sull, 
or  1  in  27. 

It  will  be  observed  that  a  departure  from  the  non-inter- 
firtnee  theory  and  practice  of  Mr.  Collins,  is  attended  by  far 
Bore  favorable  results  to  both  mother  and  child;  and  dk  further 
departure  and  le99  conservatism  upon  the  part  of  Prof.  Rams- 
botham, would  doubtless  be  followed  by  a  proportional  do 
of  maternal  and  infantile  mortality. 


^ebiebs  anb  Itoticts. 


On  the  Dieeaeee  of  Infopte  and  Children,  By  Ft.cbtwooo 
OtoBcmLL,  M.  D.  M.  R.  I.  A.  Ao.,  d(c.,  Hecond  American  Edi- 
tioB,  enlarged  and  reviMd  by  the  Author.  Edited  with  Additions, 
W  WiLUAo  Y.  Kbatxkr,  M.  D.  A.  M.,  Phil.,  BUncbard  and  Lea. 
1866.    pp.  735. 

The  author  states  in  his  Preface  that  in  preparing  this  edition  for 
hs  press,  he  has  endeavored  carefully  to  add  all  the  information 
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that  coald  be  derived  from  recent  researches^  and  "  hopes  that  the 
work  may  be  deemed  more  worthy  of  the  kindness  it  has  received 
at  the  hands  of  my  American  brethren,  to  whom  once  more  I  desire 
to  offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  welcome  they  have  accorded  to 
this,  as  well  as  my  other  volumes." 

He  also  informs  ns  that  this  volume  owes  its  existence  to  the  soli- 
citations of  his  "  excellent  American  publishers,"  who,  donbtlosSp 
were  well  prepared  to  appreciate  the  value  of  his  name,  and  to  re- 
turn suitable  acknowledgments  of  the  same.  Our  own  country  haa 
certainly  produced  some  works  of  value  on  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. The  names  of  Eberle,  Dewees,  Francis,  Lindsly,  Homer, 
Parrish,  Stewart,  Condie,  and  Ware,  are  favorably  known  to  all  who 
make  any  pretensions  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  labors  of  their 
own  countrymen,  and  like  ourselves  they  must  feel  not  a  little  ha- 
miliation,  that  the  ''  excellent"  publishers  of  the  work  before  us, 
were  under  the  necessity  of  sending  to  Dublin  city  for  an  author 
whose  name  could  remunerate  them  for  its  publication.  But  pub* 
lishers,  as  well  as  readers,  must  live,  nor  can  they  be  blamed,  in  a 
business  point  of  view,  for  entering  into  such  arrangements  atf  shall 
most  promote  their  interests.  We  are  satisfied,  however,  that  more 
than  one  might  liave  been  found  among  our  own  physicians,  who 
could  have  compiled  (for  Dr.  Churchiirs  is  but  little  more  than  a 
compilation),  a  treatise  of  equal  value  with  thepresent,  which 
"  has  been  written  in  the  midst  of  the  distractions  of  professional 
business,  or  at  hours  which  are  usually  devoted  to  rest." 

The  limits  of  our  journal  would  not  admit,  even  were  we  dis- 
posed to  attempt  the  task,  of  a  critical  analysis  of  its  merits.  It 
was  evidently  designed  to  form  an  Encyclopedia  on  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  infantile  diseases,  and  we  are  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge that  we  know  of  none  in  the  English  language  better  entitled 
to  such  a  character.  There  is  one  disease,  however,  peculiar  to  our 
climate,  which  no  European  author  can  be  competent  to  discuss. 
We  allude  to  Cholera  Infantum,  that  plague  of  our  large  cities,  the 
existence  of  which  is  doubted  by  many  transatlantic  writers.  Again, 
in  the  treatment  of  the  laryngeal  or  tracheal  affections  of  children  by 
topical  applications,  we  believe  we  may  claim  superiority  on  the 
part  of  the  American]  practitioners.  Dr.  Churchill  unquestionably 
exhibits  a  much  more  extended  acquaintance  with  the  writings  of 
our  countrymen  than  do  most  European  authors,  yet  we  i-citerate 
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whai  we  have  before  asserted,  that  more  than  one*  might  have  been 
foimd  among  American  authors,  who  were  capable  of  producing  a 
work  equal  in  every  respect  to  this  of  Dr.  Churchill.  If  our  pub- 
liflhers  aie  to  pursue  the  course  adopted  in  bringiug  out  the  present 
tmtise,  American  authors,  like  Lightfoot  in  the  Nursery  Tale,  must 
contest  the  race  with  their  legs  tied — a  race,  which  it  is  needless  to 
add,  under  such  disadvantages,  cannot  always  be  to  the  swift. — ^For 
by  H.  W.  Derby.  b. 


Bmman  Phytiology,  Statical  and  Dynamical;  or  the  Conditions 
and  Course  of  the  Life  of  Man.  By  John  William  Draper, 
If.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Physiology  in 
the  University  of  New  York.  Ilhistrated  with  nearly  800  wood 
engravings.    Harper  de  Brothers,  N.  Y.  1856,  pp.  649. 

This  work  has  been  so  extensively  advertised  through  the  medium 
6t  **  Harper's  Magazine,"  that  we  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter 
into  any  lengthy  examination  of  its  contents.  The  author  can- 
didly admits  that,  "  beyond  the  suggestion  of  a  trifling  fact  or  idea 
ban  and  there,  the  matter  presented  is  not  original  with  him,  but 
deriTed  from  other  sources."  The  volume  is  of  special  interest  as 
iDnstrating  the  important  ser^'ices  which  Photography  is  destined  to 
lander  science  as  well  as  art,  nearly  all  of  the  copied  engravings, 
having  been  obtained  through  the  inter\'ention  of  photographs. 
Ilnw  illoatrations,  compareil  with  those  in  Gruveilhier's  Anatomy, 
imed  by  the  same  wealthy  publishers  a  few  years  since,  must  satisfy 
tile  most  sceptical  that  Photography  is  an  invaluable  contribution 
to  the  arts,  and,  for  the  improvement  by  which  this  process  is  made 
available,  we  are  indebted  to  Prof.  Draper  himself.  In  the  prepa- 
lation  of  this  volume,  the  author  seems  to  have  had  in  view  the 
iMtniction  of  the  general  as  well  as  the  professional  reader,  and  he 
icftn  with  much  emphasis  to  the  advantages  to  arise  if  the  elements 
of  physiology  were  made  a  part  of  general  education.  "  Such  a 
diftuion  of  physiological  knowledge  would  not  only  tend  to  a  re- 
pnaaion  of  empiricism,  but  would  also  exert  an  effect  in  raising  the 
•iMidard  of  acquirement  among  medical  men  ttiemselves.''  That 
a  great  revolution  is  impending  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  no  one 
vko  is  at  all  observant  of  the  progress  of  science  can  doubt.  The 
:  phjsiciana  of  the  futore^will  be  the*  gieat  physiologista.    He 


682  Reviewn  and  Niriiee^. 

• 
wbo  can  best  correct  the  imperfections  of  a  machine  is  he  who  best 
knows  its  stracture  and  action." 

In  concluding  our  brief  notice  of  Prof.  Draper's  treatise,  we  have 
no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
instructive  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and  we  cannot  too  stronglf 
recommend  it  both  to  the  profession  and  the  laity.  We  r^ret  that 
we  have  not  space  to  transcribe  certain  portions  of  the  work,  for 
throughout  it  ^breathes  the  spirit  of  scienbe  and  devotion.  Prof. 
Draper,  to  use  his  own  language,  has  presented  philosophic  truth  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  conducive  to  our  highest  and  most  enduring 
interests.    For  sale  bj  H.  W.  Derby.  b. 


A  Treatise  on  Iherapevtics,  and  Pharmacology,  or  Materia  MeSea. 
By  Grorgb  fi.  Wood,  M.  D.,  late  President  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  ;  President  of  the  GoUege  of  Physicians  of 
Philailelphia ;  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine 
in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  Senior  Physician  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital ;  one  of  the  Authors  of  the  United  States  Dis- 
pensatory ;  Author  of  a  Treatise  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine ; 
etc.,  etc.  In  two  volumes.  J.  B.  Lippincott  <fe  Co.,  1858,  pp. 
1741. 

The  nnmerons  friends  and  admirers  of  Prof.  Geo.  Wood,  cannot 
but  hail  with  delight  the  appearance  of  this  Treatise  on  Materia  Me- 
dica.  The  vast  experience  of  the  author,  and  the  attention  which 
for  many  years  he  has  bestowed  upon  the  subject,  render  him  pecu- 
liarly qualified  for  such  an  undertaking.  In  our  next  we  shall 
notice  the  work  at  greater  length.     For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby. 


The  Causes  and  Curative  Treatment  of  Sterility,  with  a  Prelimi- 
nary Statement  of  the  Physiology  ot*  Generation,  with  colored 
Lithoo^raphs  and  numerous  Wood-cut  Illustrations.  By  Aaous- 
TOs  K.  Gardner.  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Permanent  Member  of  the  Na- 
tional Medical  Association  ;  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine,  <fec.,  (fee,  <fec. 

This  is  the  title  of  a  work  published  by  Dewitt  <fe  Davenport,  of 
New  York,  and  although  the  names  of  the  publishers  are  well  known 
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to  the  readers  of  '*  light"  modern  literature,  yet  we  doubt  whether 
thej  have  any  very  substantial  claims  to  the  patronage  of  the.medi- 
ctl  profession.  From  the  first  appearance  of  the  volnme  before 
OS,  we  have  witched  with  no  little  cariosity  for  its  reception  by 
tlie  medical  press,  and  now  that  the  real  object  of  its  publica- 
tion can  no  longer  be  diflguised,  we  may  express  onr  opinion  with- 
out any  misgivings.  The  Bevicws  of  this  work,  so  far  as  we  are 
aw«re,  have  declared  that  it  contains  nothing  new,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  *'  pictorial  iUniitrations/'  and  while  th  y  have  admitted 
Ami  these  ''  adomings"  exhibited  the  highent  perfection  of  art,  they 
baw  ventured  to  express  a  doubt  of  the  influence  which  they  may 
exert  npon  "  eyes  and  minds  unholy."  Our  neighbor  of  the  It^ 
dtpendeni,  hX\  of  '^  that  charity  which  is  easily  entreated,  that  hop- 
eCh  all  things,  and  is  kind/*  would  fain  believe  that  the  author  haa 
bem  actuated  by  no  other  than  pure  and  legitimate  motives—'*  that 
tIftB  sordid  element  alone  has  not  been  the  sole  motive  that  prompted 
bim  to  produce  the  work."  Perhaps  we  might  have  been  filled 
with  the  same  charity,  had  not  a  copy  of  the  Now  York  Tribune 
leoeotly  fallen  into  our  hands,  from  which  we  copy  the  following, 
Mnf  bat  a  part  of  the  advertisement  in  that  paper  : 

^  NOW  RBADT. 

iMrfniy,  Ha  C«uei  and  CaratlTe  Treatmeiil.~WiUi  n  PrellniiiMrf  Sutemeni  of  the  Phjrrio- 

Ifffy  of  Oenrratlon. — C<it'ir««l  Iltlioiminlif  ami   Kameroai  Wood-Cat  inuKtraUoni.    By 

Ar«rvrra  K-  a^aBiiBa,  A.  M.,  11 .  D.«  PrrmaDCBt  Memhcr  of  the  Aavtaui  Medical  AaM- 

dallon,  FcUow  of  tlae  New  Turk  Academy  of  Mnllclne,  Itc.,  Ac,  Ac 

TUi  la  one  of  the  ahleat  and  m*t<  ralnahle  Medical  Wnrics  ever  pn1ill«hed  on  a  sal^cct  of  t1- 
Id  tapoAMca  In  all  thane  who  have  herekifore  aapptiied  Sthilitt  u>  be  laconMe. 

It  b  dearly  anil  c>urU*ly  Mrriu^n.  hn-l  tilu^rMdl  In  a  niMiner  to  laake  it  eaqr  of  coapre- 
kiMtaa  la  fvadan  of  alt  claaaea.    We  fflve  a  portktn  of  the 

COKTENTft: 
Lp— raraioLoaf  or  •bmiration. 

In  whatreproilaetiADO^nfllatA^KifcuiidiUHiu  uvr  «f  mcnstruathin — The  hnman  ejtjr— Ana- 
la  planu  and  fl4ti— ft-ite«l  tini'*  of  iinpn'Xni*  tnmr  "f  erir— Mm  In  hU  flrtt  tmbdi' — j^rmen 
Una  in  aniaMl«aod  vt»iaeu— Tint  the  viinaQ  — lu  rom|i:Hitiiiii — I>.*vuliiiinii^nt  of  t^iicnna- 
vho  ia#n«tm-«te4  U  e«|>aMuor  h'inf  fecun*  ti|it:t — M :ui tier  nf  union  of  the  male  and  fe- 
dttH— lileotitjr  uf  fecund  aion  in  all  iinimal  j  mik*  lift-xivin-^  principle — Action  of  uiern^  in 
H^-Trievry  vf  pnflacinic  w-fxc^nt  will — Pru*  ,  c<)nxrce^~-B:*cliotI*»  nnd  othen*  rie«-e— Dia- 
paitl<in  of  male  t-i  f«m  lie  births— D'^cription  tinclire  dutt^4  of  the  diTi^loni  of  the  irerm 
■ftbtomB— MalelifepHneipl**-Thi'feniii'*or- J  Tetieif^— 4}ra«rth  of  dcTelupment  ceuea  ani 
laaoC  iapipJnctiup— Their  ftuieti<jiMH-M.ui>  i  thf  Krowth  uf  augmentetiuii  cuBOMucea. 

II  .— PATHObOOr  OP  irrBKIUTT. 

fimBifatlon— fr>ivIniiarp«1~Cirram!itince«  Lncorrhaa  an  erttlence  of  a  ftrvBoaadlatheala 
HWuling— ASbetlDna  of  the  T4f  iua— [apo-  i  — S|ieculuni  oe  otert— Kffecta  of  inordUiale 
tpsce  off  nale  from  malforui^tliin^,  diacwe,  ■  •uxu^U  intercourse— IM^eHsea  of  esTlcy  of  the 
%•■— BflMta  of  varioas  vaxlnil  iliKharjre*—  '  oteniA— Utem*  oniflM^Xeliltia^Dfaeaaei  of 
Tartaoa  Appearwiee  of  Hyiuen— C  mutriction  the  failoi>ian  tulie«~Strictur»— Ruptnre— Ob- 
aC,  aad  ilrfeiaru  Id  the  Ta4io>~Pnilai>«uf, ',  lUeratiun— Dlwaie  of  fialirateil  extreuitj— 
■JaiiiMona,  Soiiona  anil  Tenii>n«  of  ateraa  '  Polypi— Dine-iee  of  ovarj— Toaora  In  and 
— ASeeuone  of  o4  luid  cerrlx  at^— l*olpyl  of .  aDand— lleraia  of,  abeence  uf,  atrophy-" 
Hill  Valae  of  the  ■peeulum  in  dl«irno«l4—  ahenm^lnn  and  nearalfla  of  ateraa  and  ap- 
Miiaaea  of  the  oa  and  oerrtx,  the  anaioiue  of  pendiKi>s~ Influence  of  fatneaa  an  caaalof 
««iM«  «la-difea«ea~A  ■enifuloni  diathetic  <  linllity— ^  Frer  martlna*— The  fmale  of  mala 
hiftof  B  Marked  tendenaiy  to  alariae  dtaeaKe, ;  and  fimalB  twins  banea— Menial  ■anifcila 
•Ito  »>  fMVB^Blioo— Syaplomi  of  Mrrine  dta- 1  tloBN  of  the  dtoeaeed—AhaeDea  of  aantf  ap- 
atK  charwoicr  of  rairlnal  dUehar|ce«— Caa«e  of  petilea  fhini  over  atlinalattoDt  Tanaraal  exoaa- 
ta*  of  apaiwiHii»a    falllnft  of  the  vaoil^  i  aaa,  iMalnrtwilnn,  Ac 
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BAFBcnct  •¥  wnmsuTt, 


Trettmenl  nd  cure  SQmetime«  qrnoDymoot 
— ReqntntM  for  fecanatttion^-Operationfl  on 
Hjmen— ^trlctarea  of  Tagina  tremted— Senii- 
tlreneM  of  raglnm  ftrom  ttrethral  tmnore  re* 
lered  bgr  local  aiMBeUietlea— Bemoral  of  ureth- 
ral tamors  by  kntfe,  llgatare,  eaatery— Srer- 
iion  of  the  otenis  treated  by  Bimyaon^B  ute- 
rine supporter — Polypi — rarioufl  modes  of 
trsalment—exdslon,  (onion,  eanstics,  curette 
— LHtle  danger  of  hemorrhage  from — ^Remo- 
Tal  by  Chaisearaac'a  ecrasMur— Q7  galTanlsm 
— Hydatid*— How  remoTed—New  form  of  spe- 
ealum^Uleeimtions  treated  by  local  f^Jectlone 


of  cold  water— Infusions  of  tannin— <^aaatfff 
appHcatSons-^AHcrailona— Sexual  Interconnr 
not  necessarily  interrupted— Issues  upon  ea 
uteri— Leeehes  and  their  danger— Strictorea  ef 
oerrix,  and  Assures  of^s  DysmenonriMgu— 
Instrument  for  division  of  strictures— flpongv 
Tenta-^atarrh  of  the  womb— Treataaent  b^ 
iujections— Dangers  of— Obliteration  of  the 
earitj  of  tlie  uterus— Probing  fsDoplan  tube 
Treatment  for  affections  of  the  oraqr^-ezeea- 
«!▼•  fal— Torper  of  uterine  qrslsB — A] 
tion  of  electricity— SyphlUtie  taint-  ' 
of  bodty  and  ndnd  recoBuuended.** 


After  this  announcement,  in  detail,  of  the  contents  of  the  work, 
intended  especially,  be  it  remembered,  for  the  public  eye,  follows  • 
list  of  Testimonials  "from  some  of  the  most  eminent  members  of 
the  profession."  These  testimonials  occupy  about  half  a  column, 
and  after  perusing  them,  the  reader  is  carried  back  to  the  Old  Tes- 
tament days  of  Abraham  and  Sarah.  He  unconsciously  recalls  to 
mind  the  complainte  of  Abraham  for  want  of  an  heir,  and  th9 
laughter  of  Sarah,  a^t.  90,  when  her  spouse  put  the  interrogative^ 
Shall  a  ekSd  be  bom  unto  him  that  is  an  hundred  years  old  ?  Had 
the  author  .of  "  The  Causes  and  Curative  Treatment  of  Sterility  ; 
with  colored  Lithographs  and  numerous  Wood-cut  Slustrations/' 
lived  in  those  days,  Hagar  might  have  been  spared  the  flight  from 
her  mistress  Sarah,  and  the  Ishmaelites  which  now  infest  the  earth 
have  all  been  nipped  in  the  bud  !  But  barren  Sarahs  need  no  longer 
entreat  their  Abrams  to  **  go  in  unto*'  their  maids,  for  if  they  wish 
to  be  fruitful,  to  multiply  exceedingly,  they  need  but  remit  two  dol- 
lars to  Robert  M.  DeWitt,  Nassau  St.,  N.  Y.,  for  which  amount 
he  "will  mail  a  copy,  prepaid,  to  any  distance  within  8,600  miles/* 
Should  the  instructions  need  an  interpi*eter,  of  course  they  must 
apply  to  the  author  himself.     For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby.  b. 


Practical  Anatomy. — A  new  arrangement  of  the  London  DissectoTr 
with  numerous  modifications  and  additions,  containing  a  concise 
description  of  the  muscles,  blood-vessels,  nerves,  viscera  and  liga- 
ments of  the  human  body  as  they  appear  on  dissection.  With 
illustrations.  By  D.  Hayes  Agnew,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Ana- 
tomy, and  Surgeon  to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  (Blockley). 
J.  B.  Lippincott  and  Co.,  Phil.,  1856,  pp.  310. 

The  aim  of  the  editor  of  this   new  arrangement  of  the  London 
Dissector  has  been  to  render  it  as  concise  as  possible.    It  has  been 
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|ri«pared,  he  eUtes,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  faithfnl  economy  of  the 
student's  time.     Some  of  the  illustrations  are  very  well  executed. 


7%e  Mutual  BesponsihUUies  of  Physicians  and  the  Community ^  tte., 
de,  Bj  Ubnrt  P.  Tappan,  D.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  Chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Michigan. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the  Medical  College  of  the  Uni- 
▼ersity  of  Michigan,  the  learned  chancellor  delivered  an  address 
of  a  different  character  from  the  majority  of  those  which  owe  their 
origin  to  similar  occasions.  The  mutual  responsihilities  of  the 
profession  and  the  community  was  his  theme,  and  we  know  hut  few, 
in  this  or  any  other  country,  more  capahle  of  doing  justice  to  snch 
a  topic.  A  scholar,  a  gentleman,  and  a  christian,  for  many  years 
Us  efforts  have  heen  unceasing  to  fully  develop  our  educational 
VBsonrces  and  to  perfect  the  American  scholar.  Some,  who  could 
mot  have  been  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  views,  have  re- 
garded them  as  Utopian,  and  by  no  means  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
our  young  and  practical  country.  Aristotelean  and  scholastic  logic 
may  do  for  snch  **  old  fogy"  institutions  as  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 
the  Britons  pride,  or  it  may  suit  the  dreamy  transcendcntalist  of 
Germany,  but  what  America  needs,  it  is  asserted,  is  practical  men. 
TVne»  we  need  practical  men,  but,  with  Tappan  "it  would  be  no 
tril  did  all  become  eminent  men  ?"  One  cause  of  the  great  and  ma- 
nifold evils  which  render  the  title  of  Physician,  at  the  present  day, 
•0  little  to  be  coveted,  is  undoubtedly  the  imperfect  education  of  the 
masses  of  medical  men.  Another  very  important  reason  for  the 
low  estimation  in  which  medical  men  are  regarded,  we  fear  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact,  that  many  physicians  have  neglected  to  cultivate 
*'the  spirit,  the  honor,  and  the  manners  of  gentlemen.'' 

•*  Who  docs  not  love  that  good  old  ^orA^ gentleman  f  Who  does 
not  reverence  what  it  conveys  ?  It  is  no  monopoly  of  family,  wealth, 
or  station  :'  it  is  simply  a  cnltivatcil,  refined,  and  proper  humanity. 
It  18  not  a  plant  growing  only  under  the  shadow  of  monarchies 
lad  in  the  gardens  of  aristocracy  :  it  is,  originally,  a  wild  flower  of 
nature  which  culture  develops  to  its  full  luxuriance  and  perfection. 
Hiomas  Jefferson,  the  leader  of  the  democracy,  was  a  gentleman, 
fienjamin  Franklin,  the  philosopher  of  the  people,  was  a  gentleman. 
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Benjamin  Rush,  the  patriArdi  of  American  phjaidaiiB,  waa  *  gen- 
tleman. 

*'  The  human  sonl  is  a  worthy  thing :  it  is  all  that  makes  ns  men. 
That  human  sonl  imhned  with  knowledge  and  the  principles  of  trnth, 
wisdom,  and  goodness,  and  refined  by  gonial  culture,  becomes  the 
soul  of  a  gentleman.  The  condition  of  the  soul,  within,  gives  its 
expressionH,  without,  in  the  attitudes  and  movements  of  the 
person,  in  the  looks  of  the  countenance,  in  the  forms  of  speech,  in 
the  very  tones  of  the  voice,  and  in  the  habits  of  daily  life.  A  gen- 
tleman cannot  be  made  by  dress,  by  pretension,  by  assumed  airs  of 
consequence  and  gentility,  by  the  affectation  of  Refinement,  or  by 
attempting  to  conceal,  under  freedom  and  ease  of  manner,  the  vul- 
garity and  rudeness  which  reign  within.  Perfection  of  manners  de- 
mands perfection  of  grace  ;  and  yet  grace  of  manner  may  be  gained^ 
by  associating  with  the  world,  without  any  grace  and  goodness  of 
heart.  And,  although  awkwardness  is  never  desirable,  a  man 
awkward  through  natural  timidity  may,  nevertheless,  be  a  tme  gen- 
tleman. He  may  be  awkward,  but  he  will  never  be  uncourteona, 
coarse,  and  rude. 

"  One  who  is  called  to  mingle  with  all  varieties  of  people,  like  the 
physician,  will  open  hnman  hearts,  inspire  confidence,  scatter  sun- 
shine, and  win  his  way,  by  being  simply  a  gentleman. 

"  And  then  the  honor  of  a  gentleman — what  a  glorions  thing  is  the 
honor  of  a  gentleman  I  You  may  pile  upon  a  man  any  amount  of 
learning  and  cultivation  ;  you  may  give  him  the  highest  talents,  the 
greatest  profossional  skill ;  you  may  even  clothe  him  with  a  religions 
profession  ;  and  yet,  if  he  have  not  the  honor  of  a  gentleman,  he  is 
not  to  be  trusted. 

'*  But  when  we  speak  of  this  nnimpoachable  honor,  do  we  not 
imply  that  keen  moral  honso  which  would  hccni  naturally  to  devel- 
op itself  into  all  that  is  pure  in  morals,  and  sincere  and  holy  in 
religion  ?  Are  ^ve  not  therefore  to  expect  of  .1  physician  that  he 
shall  be  the  friend  of  morality  and  religion,  and  lend  all  his  infln- 
ence  in  supporting  them  ?  Ha])py  is  he  who  can  unite  with  that 
professional  skill  which  relieves  disease,  with  those  gentlemanly 
manners  which  breeil  attraction,  with  that  unsullied  honor  which 
wins  confidence,  the  spirit  of  a  sincere  and  devout  christian  !  The 
physician  dwells  with  those  who  aitj  hovering  on  the  borders 
of  eternity.  He  is  ever  among  the  sick  and  tlie  dying,  and  the  lam- 
entations of  the  bereaved  are  continually  falling  upon  his  ear.  He 
keeps  '  watch  o'er  mail's  mortality.'  Finnne^H,  coolness,  and 
cheerfulness  he  must  have,  for  these  qualities  are  necessary  to  a 
proper  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  exert  over  the  sick  a  recupera- 
tive power.  But  should  he  not,  also,  have  the  religious  tenderness 
and  sympathy  which  would  lead  him  to  point  the  eye  of  the  dying 
to  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  to  show  the  afflicted  the  living  waters  of 
consolation  ?" 
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The  UnlTenity  oi  Michigan  may  well  be  proud  of  its  Chancel* 
lor»  and  the  canee  of  education  throngbont  the  whole  West  must 
be  advanced  by  the  labors  of  one  who,  in  himself,  is  the  embodi- 
ment of  all  that  constitutes  the  scientific  and  the  accomplished  gen- 
tleman! B. 


(gbitorial. 


MEDICAL   COLLBOB  OF  OmO. 


The  thirty-seventh  annual  course  of  lecturas  in  this  institution 
commences  on  the  15th  inst. ;  and  we  are  gratified  to  observe  the 
indications  of  an  improvement  in  the  class,  as  compared  with  the 
last  session.  Numerous  causes  have  conspired,  withm  the  last  few 
yean,  greatly  to  depress  the  cau^e  of  medical  education  in  the  West ; 
and  so  potent  have  been  the  adverse  iufluenoes,  that  the  three  regular 
Bchocds  of  Cincinnati  had  not  in  the  aggregate,  during  the  past  ses- 
mon»  as  many  pupils  as  formerly  attended  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio  alone.  Many  members  of  the  profession,  looking  alone  at  the 
lemilts,  and  not  comprehending  the  temporary  character  of  these 
advente  circumstances,  were  ready  to  conclude  that  the  "  Queen 
City  "  had  lost  het  prestige,  and  would  never  again  become  the  great 
Occidental  seat  of  medical  teaching.  Prophetic  croakers  have  been 
nnmerous  enough,  but  we  trust  their  mission  is  about  to  close. 

The  matriculants  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  are  at  this  time 
(Sept.  20th)  more  than  they  liave  been  for  mauy  years  at  a  corres- 
pondiag  date  ;  and  although  it  may  not  be  sufficient  to  base  a  poei- 
tive  aaaertion  npon,  yet  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  there  will  be  a  large 
iaersase  the  ensuing  bession.  This  we  had  a  right  to  expect.  Cin* 
eianati  possesses  superior  advantages  as  a  point  for  medical  educa* 
lion  ;  and  jast  as  certainly  as  effects  follow  cauncM,  will  these  advan- 
tages sustain  a  large  and  flourishing  school.  The  Medical  College 
of  Ohio  possesses  the  advantages  of  a  fine  edifice,  one  unsurpassed 
in  the  United  States  ;  and  in  addition  to  this,  and  what  is  still  more 
important,  her  clinical  facilities  are  of  the  first  order.  The  Com- 
mercial Hospital  being  under  the  medical  supervision  of  the  Faculty^ 
affords  a  large  and  varieil  field  for  medical  and  pathological  studies, 
and  is  unsurpasseil  as  a  theater  for  surgical  pursuits. 

We  may  add  further,  that  the  Faculty  are  zealous  and  determined » 
and  will  perform  every  duty  necessary  to  insure  the  pupils  a  full  and 
complete  course  of  instniction. 

W  ith  theee  douients  of  success,  it  requires  no  great  amount  of  en- 
tboaiasm  to  create  an  opinion  that  the  Medical  CoUejge  of  Ohio  will 
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rapidly  recuperate  from  hor  recent  depreBsion,  and  that  her  contiii" 
ned  Bucoess  is  placed  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  donbt.  We  cor* 
dially  invite  those  who  are  seeking  medical  instruction,  to  test  the 
facilities  of  this  institution,  and  to  become  familiar  with  its  advan- 
tages, before  rejecting  its  claims  to  their  confidence  and  support. 


FRELDfOTAnT     COURSE. 

We  would  urge  upon  all  students  who  design  attending  the  Lec- 
tures in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  the  coming  winter  session,  to 
be  present,  if  possible,  during  the  preliminary  course.  There  are 
many  reasons  why  students  should  avail  themselves  of  this  course : 
First,  because  important  specialities  will  be  presented,  which  cannot 
be  so  fully  discussed  during  the  regular  term ;  second,  the  regular 
term  Is  entirely  too  short  to  present  a  complete  curriculum  of  medi- 
cal study  ;  third,  students  can  have  all  their  arrangementa  made — 
boiEirding-houses  secured,  etc.,  before  the  regular  lectures  oommenoe.. 

The  following  will  be  the  subjects  presented : 

General  Diagnosis,  by  Prof.  Armor  ;  Physical  Diagnosis,  bjiProf. 
Lawson  ;  Anatomy  of  the  Eye,  by  Prof.  Wood  ;  Surgery  of  the  Eye, 
by  Prof.  Blackman  ;  Diagnosis  of  Infantile  Disease,  by  Prof.  IC^- 
SHAu. ;  Medical  Botany,  by  Prof.  Warder  ;  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
by  Prof.  Tate  ;  General  Iherapeutics,  by  Prof.  Graham  ;  Chemical 
Analysis  o/  Animal  Secretions,  by  Pi  of.  Wayne.  * 


J^^  Although  we  have  not  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  historian  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  who  writes  under 
the  signature  of  **Paul  Caustic,*'  we  are  assured  by  those  who  have, 
that  he  is  one  of  our  best  educated  physicians,  and  fully  acquainted 
with  the  subject  bo  proposes,  in  a  series  of  papers,  to  discuss.  We 
give  insertion  to  Ixis  articles,  believing  that  he  has  the  interests  of  the 
profession  at  heart.  If  his  history  be  true,  his  cauterization  must 
be  productive  of  beneficial  results.  b. 


■  Dr.  Isaac  Taylor,  physician  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  has 
published,  in  the  September  number  of  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine, a  valuable  paper  **  On  the  Sunburnt  Appearance  of  the  Skin 
as  an  early  Diagnostic  Symptom  of  Supra-Renal  Capsule  Disease." 
Tlie  paper  is  accompanied  with  illustrations.  M.  Trousseau  suggests 
that  this  bronze  diaease  should  be  denominated  *'  Addison's  disease,'* 
in  honor  of  the  distinguished  physician  of  Guy's  Hospital,  who  first 
pointed  out  the  frequent  connection  of  this  aJBTection  with  disease  of 
the  supra- renal  capsules.    This  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  equal 
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to  the  addition  to  our  nomenclatare  of  "  Bnght's  Disease/'  "  Potts' 
Disease,"  etc.  On  the  same  principle,  the  London  Times  and  Ga- 
zette suggests  that  we  should  call  insufficiency  of  the  aortic  valves 
'*  Corrigan's  Disease/'  and  endocarditis  **  Bouillaud's  Disease." 

B. 


'  Dr.  Dowler  has  reported  in  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and 
8ingical  Jonmal,  for  September,  a  case  of  troublesome  and  alarm- 
ing hemorrhage  following  the  extraction  of  a  tooth.  After  sponging 
tbe  socket,  a  plug  of  lint,  moistened  with  a  solution  of  tannic  acid, 
was  placed  in  the  ca%nty,  over  which  a  compress  was  fitted,  and  the 
jaws  were  bound  together.  This  produced  bnt  a  temporaiy  cessa- 
tion of  the  hemorrhage,  and  on  its  recurrence  the  actual  cautery  was 
at  once  applied.  Two  wires  were  used,  the  tip  ends  of  which  were 
bent  at  right  angles ;  one  wire  being  about  the  size  of  a  crow  ouilU 
and  the  other  that  of  a  common  knitting-needle.  The  hemorrhage 
was  checked,  and  a  plug  and  compress  were  applied  as  before,  and 
tlie  jaws  tightly  bandaged.  Fiveday.s  afterward,  the  hemorrhage  re- 
tamed,  and  the  cautery  was  rc-applied.  The  bleeding  again  ceased,  but 
in  the  course  of  six  days  l)ecame  as  profuse  as  ever.  Lint  saturated 
with  the  perchloride  of  iron  was  now  placed  in  the  socket,  the  com- 
press was  applied,  and  the  jaws  bound  together.  Three  days  af- 
terwards fresh  blood  appeared,  the  socket  was  again  sponged,  and 
refilled  with  lint  dipped  in  the  same  solution.  Eight  drops,  three 
times  a  day,  were  administered  internally.  After  this,  the  hemor- 
riiage  diil  not  return.  Dr.  D.  refers  to  other  instances  of  hemorrhage 
from  various  organs,  in  which  the  perchloride  of  iron  was  used  with 
decided  benefit.  During  the  past  week,  the  writer  has  employed  it» 
together  with  the  actual  cautery,  in  a  case  of  serious  hemorrhage, 
fouowing  a  lacerated  wound  of  the  tongue.  The  boy,  of  a  hemor- 
xliagic  diathesis,  in  a  fall  against  the  lo-^er  jaw,  cansed  one  of  the 
incisor  teeth  to  be  driven  nearly  through  the  substance  of  the  tongue. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  in  this  case  the  styptic  materially  aided  the 
«0ecU  of  the  actual  cautery.  b. 


jy  Dr.  H.  Tyler  Smith,  in  his  lectures  on  Obstetrics,  now  pub- 
lishing in  the  London  Lancet,  remarks  in  Lecture  XI.  as  follows : 

'*  The  amount  of  disturbance  to  which  some  women  may  be  ex- 
posed without  inducing  abortion  is  extraonlinary.  Manriceau  relates 
the  case  of  a  woman,  in  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy,  who  fell 
from  the  window  of  a  house,  and  besides  extensive  bniises,  broke 
one  of  the  bones  of  the  forearm,  and  dislocated  the  wrist,  without 
abortion.     Dr.  Henry  Davies  once  told  me  of  the  case  of  a  woman. 
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wbo»  throwing  some  water  from  a  window,  lost  hor  balaiioe,  and 
MI  into  the  street,  breaking  both  her  thighs,  but  xecoyered  without 
•bortion," 

A  still  more  extraordinarj  case  occurred  last  winter,  in  tliis  city. 
The  patient  was  nnder  the  care  of  Dr.  Fries  and  myself.  A  robnst 
German  female,  about  26  years  of  age,  and  five  months  pregnant, 
fell  into  a  well,  and  descended  51  feet  t  She  suffered  an  obliqne 
fracture  of  the  thig^,  complete  dislocation  at  the  knee  joint,  and  a 
fracture  both  of  the  tibia  and  fibula  just  above  the  ankle  1  At  no 
time  after  the  accident  did  she  manifest  any  signs  of  abortion,  bni 
went  her  full  time,  and  was  delivered,  some  time  in  June  last,  of  a 
well-formed,  healthy  child.  It  mar  not  prove  uninteresting  to  men- 
tion that  durii^  the  pregnancy,  the  fracture  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
ankle  joint  failed  to  unite.  After  delivery,  the  process  of  reparation 
commenced,  altboqgh  slowly,  and  she  is  now  regaining  the  me  of  her 
limb.  !• 


'  M.  Malffafgne,  in  his  treatise  on  Dislocations,  published  ib 

1855,  remarks  (p.  1098),  that  he  is  aware  of  but  two  instances  of 
luxation  of  the  phalang^  of  the  toes.  One  of  these  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  M.  Broca.  The  second  phalanx  of  the  third  ioe  was  par- 
tially dislocated  upwards  on  the  first :  the  other  was  observed  by  M. 
Pinel.  The  latter  was  a  compound  dislocation  of  the  phalanx  of  the 
great  toe,  produced  by  the  falling  of  a  boise  upon  the  foot.  Dr.  H. 
N.  Bennett,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  some  two  years  since,  furnished 
us  with  the  notes  of  the  following  remarkable  case ! 

An  Irish  laborer,  engaged  in  laying  water-pipes,  was  struck  upon 
the  foot  by  a  pipe  of  large  dimensions,  and  which  weighed  about  200 
lbs.  It  descended  perpendicularly,  or  nearly  so,  from  a  platform, 
the  edge  of  the  pipe  striking  upon  the  second  phalanx  of  the  great 
toe,  dislocating  it  at  both  ends,  and  leaving  the  first  in  situ.  The 
bone  was  driven  into  the  ball  of  the  foot,  the  metatarsal  extremity 
lying  beneath  the  first  metatarsal  bone,  the  other  projected  just  be- 
neath the  integuments.  The  physician  first  called  could  not  reduce 
the  bone,  and  it  remained  in  this  position  for  four  months.  At  this 
time  I  first  saw  the  case,  and  recommended  theexsection  of  the  bone, 
which  was  successfully  peiformeti,  leaving  the  toe  of  normal  appear- 
ance, with  the  exception  that  it  was  diminished  in  length  about 
three-quarters  of  an  inch. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  met  with  but  one  instance  of  dislocation  of 
the  toes  from  the  metatarsal  bones.  This  was  produced  by  falling 
from  a  considerable  height.  There  was  a  considerable  projection  at 
the  roots  of  all  the  smaller  toes,  the  extremity  of  each  metatarsal 
bone  being  placed  under  the  first  phalanx  of  its  corresponding  toe. 
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MEDICAL  EDUCATION  IH  CANADA. 

From  the  Annual  Announcement  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of 
McQill  Coll^;e,  Montreal,  for  the  session  1856-57,  we  perceive  thai 
our  Canadian  brethren  require  a  far  more  thorough  and  extensive 
coarse  of  study  than  is  pursued  in  the  medical  colleges  of  the  United 
States  The  Montreal  Medical  Chronicle,  for  September,  challenges 
**  a  comparison  with  the  educational  resources  of  the  very  few  schools 
of  medicine  in  America  that  can  claim  any  entitlement  to  a  charac- 
ter of  respectability,  much  less  to  one  of  utility."  The  McGill  Col- 
lege professes  to  imitate  the  curricula  of  the  best  British  schools. 
Indeed,  their  tickets  are  received  by  the  British  colleges,  and  it  is 
needless  to  add,  could  not  be  consistently  refused  by  any  of  our  own 
iDstitntions.  No  one  is  admitted  to  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  who  has  not  attended  lectures  for  a  period  of  at 
kaet  four  sessions,  of  six  months'  duration.  Again,  previous  tohis 
examination  for  a  Degree,  he  must  give  proof  of  *'  competent  ** 
claenical  attainments,  and  students  are  recommended  to  submit  to 
this  examination  wlien  they  lirst  begin  their  attendance  at  the  col- 
lege.    The  following  is  an  extract  from  their  circular  : 

•*  An  extended  division  of  subjects,  as  will  be  observed  by  refer- 
ence to  the  table  of  cloHses,  couincd  with  the  six  months'  duration 
of  the  courses,  affords  a  sufficiency  of  time  for  the  amplest  instmc- 
tion  in  each  branch  of  medical  study  ;  while  the  statutory  prosecu- 
tion of  it  during  the  period  of  four  years,  alike  agreeing  with  the 
British  model,  enables  the  student  to  become  more  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  his  subject,  and  fully  prepared  to  undergo  a  Ktrict 
oieoretical  and  practical  examination  at  its  termination.  The  high 
character  which  the  deg^ree  in  medicine  of  this  uni^'ersity  has  secured 
for  its  possessors,  both  on  this  continent  and  in  Great  Britain,  ia  a 
fact  to  which  the  Faculty  appeals  with  pleasure,  as  it  has  been  the 
nward  of  its  unceasing  labors. 

••  With  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  examinations  are  con- 
ducted,  it  may  be  necessary  to  observe  that,  within  the  last  three 
years,. they  have  been  divi«led  into  a  primary  and  a  final.  The  for* 
mer,  which  may  be  undergone  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  winter 
tession,  is  restricted  to  the  elementary  branches  of  Anatomy,  Chem- 
istry ,  luKtitutes  of  Medicine,  and  Materia  Medica  ;  the  latter,  at  the 
con  elusion  of  the  full  tenn,  is  coutined  to  the  practical  branches  of 
Medicine,  Surgery,  Midwifery,  and  Meilical  Jurispnuience.  The 
candidate  for  Uie  degree  is  examined  on  each  branch  by  the  profes- 
sor, thus  »«curing  to  him  an  impartial  but  strict  and  fair  inquiry  into 
his  k  m>wledge.  The  Faculty  has  found  this  division  of  the  profes- 
sion al  examination  of  great  Ijenefit  to  the  student,  as  it  enables  him 
to  confine  his  attention  more  exclusively  to  the  elementaiy  branches 
of  his  profession  for  his  *  Primary,'  thus  laying  a  more  substan- 
tial foundation,  upon  which  the  superbtructure,  establiohed  by  the 
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sncocssful  'Final/  based  upon  his  practical  acquaintance  with  dis- 
ease during  the  last  two  years  of  studentship,  bat  especially  dnring 
the  last,  is  to  be  founded.  The  Faculty  has  every  reason  to  be  sat- 
isfied with  this  modification  of  the  <  Examinations/  as  it  has  com- 
felled  upon  the  student  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  elementarj 
ranches,  without  a  due  acquaintance  with  which  no  one  can  become 
an  accomplished  physician.  The  double  examination,  however,  is 
optional  with  the  candidate  for  the  degree.'^  b. 


"The  crowded  state  of  the  original  department  preyents  the' 
insertion  of  several  articles  prepared  for  the  present  number.  As 
many  of  the  readers  of  the  Lancet  are  already  aware,  the  subscriber, 
with  the  commencement  of  the  new  volume  (January),  becomes 
sole  editor  and  proprietor.  It  is  his  intention  to  enlarge  the  jour- 
nal, and  he  has  made  arrangements  by  which  numerous  illostra- 
tions  will  appear.    Further  particulars  in  the  November  number. 


isttlhntou. 


A  Calcareous  Placenta. — ^The  Medical  Independent,  for  August, 
contains  the  full  report  by  Dr.  Gorton  of  a  case  of  calcareous  pla- 
centa. The  mother,  aged  thirty,  had  previously  been  delivered  <rf 
four  healthy  children,  and  nothing  of  moment  had  occurred,  except 
in  her  last  confinement,  when  the  placenta  was  so  strongly  adherent 
as  to  require  considerable  force  for  its  removal.  The  following  is 
an  extract  from  Dr.  Gorton's  report : 

**  On  my  arrival  I  found  light  pains,  the  membranes  slightly  protru- 
ding, no  fever,  and  predicted  for  her  a  speedy  delivery  and  usual 
favorable  recovery.  She  again  assured  me  during  this  conversation, 
that  I  was  mistaken,  for  she  was  *  fully  convinced  that  from  my 
present  bed  I  shall  never  rise.'  The  pains  increased,  the  os -uteri 
opened  rapidly,  and  at  3  o'clock  A.  M.,  she  was  delivered  of  a  full 
sized,  healthy  child.  On  applying  my  hand  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen,  I  fonnd  the  uterus  lower  down,  but,  instead  of  the 
usual  round  body,  it  presented  a  flattened  appearance.  After  wait- 
ing some  time  to  notice  the  effect  of  the  pain,  in  expelling  the  pla- 
centa, and  finding  it  not  advanced,  I  made  an  examination.  On 
tracing  the  cord  up  to  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  the  placenta  was 
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femid  entirely  adherent,  and,  instead  of  its  nsnal  Bpongy  feel,  of  « 
hmrdenod  texture,  ho  intimately  connectal  and  so  entirely  a«lherent, 
that  its  edge  could  in  no  part  be  detached  by  the  finger.  After 
making  fruitless  efforts  to  extract  the  placenta,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  desist  for  the  present. 

Ttiis  case  appeared  to  present  difficulties  not  easily  overcome  by 
the  practitioner,  or  managed  with  safety  to  the  patient.  The  nterine 
coniractions  were  exceedingly  strong,  but  did  not  ill  the  least  effect 
iu  detachment.  Abont  11  o'clock  the  next  day,  I  was  met  b^  my 
friend  Colby  Knapp,  M.  D.,  an  eminent  and  experienced  obstetrician, 
whom  I  had  requested  to  see  the  case  with  me,  and  to  whom  I  feel 
myself  much  indebted  for  advice,  not  only  in  this,  but  many  subjecU 
eonnectfld  with  this  pailicnlar  branch  of  our  profession.  Tlie  nature 
ci  the  case  was  stated,  and  he  was  requested  to  make  an  examina- 
tion. He  found  at  this  time  a  strong  tonic  contraction,  the  placenta 
hard  and  adherent,  ^fhe  most  strenuous  and  judicious  efiorts,  on 
his  part,  could  not  effect  the  slightest  detachment,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined to  wait,  prescribe  anodynes,  and  be  ready  to  take  advantage, 
if  possible,  of  whatever  might  occur  in  the  chapter  of  accidents. 

On  visiting  the  patient  the  next  moniing,  wo  found  her  free  from 
pain,  had  rested  well  duiing  the  night,  no  hemorrhage,  and  the  state 
of  the  uterus  in  no  respect  altered,  except  that  the  placenta  could  be 
more  distinctly  felt  at  its  etlges.  At  this  time  my  lamented  friend. 
Dr.  Henry  Mitchell,  an  eminent  surgeon  and  accoucheur,  was  asso- 
ciated with  us.  His  efforts  to  extract  the  placenta  were  conducted 
with  his  usual  itkill  and  address,  but  with  no  better  success.  These 
repeated  examinations  and  attempts  to  extract  the  placenta  had 
been  conducted  with  as  much  gentleness  as  possible,  at  the  same 
time  with  perseverance  and  resolution,  but  nothing  had  1>een  elTected. 
On  further  consultation,  it  was  resolved  to  desist  entirely  from  all 
manual  efforts,  give  ei^got  in  full  doses,  in  order  to  assist  if  possible 
in  accomplishing  our  object. 

The  uterine  contractions  wore  promptly  produced  by  this  agent ; 
aside  from  the  pain,  however,  no  progress  was  made.  Tlie  next  <lay 
an  examination  was  ma<le,  merely  to  see  if  any  change  had  occurred ; 
there  was  none.  On  the  night  of  the  fourth  day  she  was  very  rest- 
lau,  palsa  rapid,  fever  high,  and  discharge  fiBtid.  The  system  had 
bei^n  to  sympathize  fully  with  the  condition  of  the  uterus ;  all 
attempts  at  extraction  from  this  time  were  abandoneil.  It  is 
vnnecefisary  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  symptoms  and  treat- 
ment of  the  case  from  this  date.  Liq.  chlorid  so<la,  injected  into 
the  vagina,  removed  the  foctor  for  a  time.  Aperients,  ancxlynes, 
and  diaphoretics  were  used  as  symptoms  indicated,  until  the  12th 
day,  when  the  constitution  succumbed  from  the  effect  of  irritation. 

Eight  hours  after  death  an  examination  of  the  bo<ly  was  made  in 
Ae  presence  of  Dr.  Knapp  and  a  few  other  meilical  gentlemen. 
There  was  no  unusual  appearance  until  we  laid  open  the  uterus.  The 


6i4  3B9eManmu$. 

Anterior  part  of  the  body,  and  tbe  neck  of  thif  organ  were  in  k 
normal  condition*  The  placenta  reposed  upon  the  npper  and  back 
part  of  the  fundus,  of  about  two-thirae  the  size  of  a  natural  placenta 
at  tbe  usual  full  time  of  delivery.  It  was  about  1^  inches  in  thick* 
ness.  From  the  insertion  of  the  funis  upwards,  and  about  two* 
thirds  of  its  circumference  was  ecdeareout^  of  a  giayish-whita  color, 
vesembling  in  appearance  and  hardness  more  a  limestone  than  • 
placenta.  It  was  firmly  adherent,  so  much  so  that  the  mucous  men* 
brane  of  the  uterus  seemed  incorporated  in  the  mass,  and  it  ^ztdXj 
attached  to  the  walls  of  the  uterus. 

What  influence  the  former  adhesions  had  in  producing  this,  or 
what  had  excited  the  convictions  of  the  mother  that  from  this  labor 
she  should  never  recover,  I  have  no  solution  to  ofier.  None  of  tha 
gentlemen  present  had  ever  met  with  such  a  case,  although  Dr. 
Knapp  had  deservedly  a  greater  experience  as  an  accoucher  than  any 
general  practitioner  I  have  ever  known.  It  is  the  only  case  of  tlie 
kind  I  have  ever  met  with  in  a  somewhat  extended  experienoe. 

My  attention  was  called  to  my  notes  of  this  case,  by  reading  the 
testimony  of  Dr.  Pitcher,  of  this  city,  g^ven  in  the  case  of  Egger* 
man  against  Kiefier,  who  remarked  that  "  he  had  never  seen  a  case 
of  calcareous  placenta — it  is  merely  possible,  as  the  condiiioD 
requires  considerable  time  for  its  development.'' 

Buch  being  the  testimony  of  age  and  experience,  we  may  justly 
conclude  that  such  unfortunate  complications  are  exceedingly  rare." 

That  such  a  condition  is  rare  may  be  inferred  from  the  observation 
of  Rokitansky,  in  his  Pathological  Anatomy,  Vol.  II,  Am.  Ed., 
p.  260  :  "  Foreign  observers  have  given  instances  of  osseous  de- 
posits in,  or  ossification  of  the  placenta ;  they  are  gibbous,  nodu- 
lated, or  cordate  formations,  which  are  probably  developed  in  the 
placential  tissue  after  it  has  been  obliterated  by  inflammation,  or  in 
the  flbiinous  coagula  caused  by  hemorrhages." 

According  to  Cruveilhier,  ossification  almost  always  takes  place 
on  the  uterive  surface.  He  makes  two  varieties  ;  in  the  first,  there 
is  an  osseous  shell,  one  or  two  lines  in  thickness,  spread  uniformly, 
or  in  patches,  over  the  uterine  surface,  without  penetrating  its  sub- 
stance ;  in  the  other,  needle-like  projections  penetrate  the  placenta, 
and  traverse  it  in  every  direction.  The  seat  of  the  latter  transfor- 
mation is  in  the  arterial  vessels,  while  that  of  the  former  is  in  the 
fibrous  membrane  which  invests  the  decidua,  the  ossification  always 
proceeding  from  the  uterine  towards  the  foetal  surface. 

In  tracing  the  origin  of  the  degeneration  in  Dr.  Gorton's  case, 
tbe  question  may  suggest  itself  to  some.  Might  not  a  portion  of  the 
placenta  have  been  left,  in  the  attempt  to  extract  it  in  her  previous 


Mi$eellanea%u.  646 

oonfiiiemeiit  ?  Dr.  F.  H.  Bamsbotham  believes  that  a  nncleons  thnd 
left  may  nndei^  hTdatinous  degeneration  ;  and  if  the  latter,  why 
not  the  osseous  ? 

Mr.  Draitt,  the  well  known  author  of  the  "  Modem  Surgery/' 
pdbliAed  a  paper  in  the  London  Lancet  for  February,  1853,  in  which 
ke  maintained  that  in  a  structure  like  the  placenta,  of  but  temporary 
ezistenoe,  degeneration  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  natural 
M  well  as  of  the  morbid  history  of  the  animal  economy.  He  con- 
siders  anch  changes  of  no  uncommon  occurrence,  and  that  these 
consisted  generally  of  the  earthy  and  the  fatty  degenerations.  He 
doubts  whether  any  full-grown  placenta  can  be  met  with  that  does 
not  exhibit  traces  of  it  Examined  microscopically,  these  earthy 
depoaita  may  be  seen  in  minute  transparent  crystals  within  the  in- 
Testing  decidual  cells  of  the  foetal  villi.  They  dissolve  readily  in 
Mstic  acid,  with  copious  effervescence.  One  thing  is  certain  in  view 
of  Mr.  Dmitt's  assertions  :  that  either  he  is  mistaken  in  his  opinion 
of  the  frequency  of  these  earthy  degenerations,  or  the  rest  of  his 
professional  brethren  must  have  been  very  incompetent  or  super- 
ficial observers.  b. 


'The  Rochester  Democrat  of  the  15th  inst.  contains  the 
aeeoant  of  an  extraordinary  case  of  poisoning  by  strychnine.  A 
policeman  swallowed,  by  mistake,  four  grains  of  the  poison.  Em- 
etics failed  to  excite  vomiting. 

**  Dr.  Bly  was  sent  for.  Two  large  emetics,  taken  in  pretty  quick 
tocoession,  failed  to  cause  vomiting.  When  Dr.  Bly  arrived,  twenty 
minntes  after  the  poison  was  taken,  the  patient  lay  upon  the  liuor 
on  his  back,  and  was  convulsed  couiitantly  with  the  scvoi-eht  form 
of  tetanic  spasms,  and  at  times  his  whole  muscular  system  was 
rigid,  and  he  lay  in  the  opihtholonos  position,  resting  ui)on  hi9 
bead  and  his  heels,  with  the  body  raised  clear  from  the  Hoor  in  the 
form  of  an  arch.  Several  of  these  terrible  spasms  occurred  in  the 
■pace  of  a  n^note.  His  jaws  were  firmly  looked,  so  that  he  could 
not  swallow,  and  it  was  impossible  to  open  his  mouth  to  adminibter 
remedies.  The  approach  of  anything  toward  his  mouth  cauhcd  a 
recurrence  of  the  spabms.  Dr.  Bly  applied  chloroform,  which  re- 
liered  the  spasms  in  about  three  minutes,  and  stopped  them  com- 
pletely in  ten  minutes,  when  a  third  powerful  emetic  was  given.  If 
tke  chloroform  application  was  remitted,  the  spasms  instantly  re* 
tamed  in  full  force ;  so  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  keep  the 
patient  ooQstantly  nnder  the  influence  of  the  aniestbetio.  In  aboni 
lea  auAiitea  after  the  third  emetic  was  taken,  Yomitiag  was  prodaced. 
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Dn.  Bly,  Armstrong,  and  Moore,  had  arrived  at  this  thne.  Wana 
water  was  now  given  in  large  quantities,  and  thrown  off  the  stomadi 
as  often  as  a  sufficient  quantity  was  drank,  until  it  was  believed 
that  the  stomach  was  cleansed  of  the  poison  remaining  in  it.  The 
assisting  physicians  then  left  the  case  with  Dr.  BIy.  The  chloro- 
form was  still  administered,  and  the  patient  was  kept  under  its 
affects  until  5  o'clock,  Sunday  morning,  when  the  spasma  were 
almost  entirely  broken  up,  and  at  6  o'clock  they  ceased  entirely. 
During  the  time  that  the  spasmodic  action  was  controlled  by  the 
chloroform,  the  system  had  opportunity  to  throw  off  the  poison 
that  had  been  taken  np  by  the  absorbents,  and  when  that  was  efifeet- 
ed,  the  patient  was  out  of  danger.  He  had  retained  his  oonscioos- 
ness  during  the  whole  of  the  period  that  he  suffered  from  the  effects 
of  the  poison.  He  was,  at  ten  o'clock  yesterday,  in  a  comfortable 
state,  with  a  clear  mind  and  a  good  pulse.  The  first  decided 
symptom  of  returning  ease  occurred  at  3  o'clock,  A.  M.,  when  the 
patient  requested  a  chew  of  tobacco,  in  which  he  was  indulged. 

This  case  is  one  of  a  very  remarkable  character.  It  has  never 
before  been  known,  that  a  person  who  had  swallowed  even  a  grain 
of  strychnine  recovered  from  its  effects." 

From  the  newspaper  report  of  the  case  it  appears  that  previously 
to  the  administration  of  the  chloroform  several  emetics  were  given 
at  short  intervals,  but  without  effect.  Dr.  George  Wood,  in  his 
recently  publisbed  work  on  Materia  Medica,  states  (Vol.  I,  p.  821) 
that  he  Las  been  informed  of  a  case  in  which,  after  the  strong- 
est emetics  had  been  taken  without  effect,  a  current  of  electricity 
directed  through  the  body  at  the  epigastrium  was  quickly  followed 
by  vomiting,  in  consequence,  as  Dr.  Wood  supposes,  of  the  suscep- 
tibility of  the  stomach  being  aroused  by  the  measure.  Dr.  W. 
recommends  the  sulphate  of  zinc  or  taiiar  emetic,  united  with  ipe- 
cacuanha in  such  cases.  Of  the  different  remedies,  opium,  cam- 
phor, ether,  chloroform,  etc.,  employed  to  obviate  the  effects  of  the 
portion  of  the  poison  absorbed,  the  evidence  is  certainly  in  favor  of 
the  chloroform.  Dr.  W.  quotes  from  the  Western  Lancet  for  Feb- 
ruary, 1850,  the  case  successfully  treated  by  Dr.  Dresbach,  of  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  in  which  the  most  alarming  symptoms,  caused  by  swallowing 
three  grains  of  strychnia,  were  completely  relieved  in  fifteen  minutes, 
by  two  drachms  of  chloroform  administered  by  the  mouth.  Dr. 
Wood,  like  the  majority  of  the  Philadelphia  physicians,  would  use, 
for  inhalation,  ether  instead  of  chloroform,  as  **  less  liable  to  pro- 
duce fatal  prostration."  The  statement  of  the  Rochester  paper, 
that  no  person  after  having  swallowed  a  grain  of  strychnia,  has 
recovered  from  its  effects,  is  disproved  by  that  reported  in  this  Jour- 
nal, as  above  stated,  for  February,  1850.  b. 
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Small-Pox. — ^Dr.  William  H.  M'Eee  reportR  in  the  transactions 
of  the  medical  society  of  North  Carolina,  1855,  a  case  of  conflnent 
•mall-pox,  in  which  he  employed,  as  he  supposes  with  great  benefit, 
tlie  muriated  tincture  of  iron.  He  was  led  to  resort  to  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  witnessed  its  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  erysipe- 
las. Neither  pain  in  the  head  nor  delirium  would  deter  Dr.  M'Kee, 
in  future,  from  administering  the  remedy.  In  connexion  with  the 
•abject  of  small-pox,  we  would  remark,  that  the  recent  death  of 
one  of  our  most  prominent  merchants  from  this  loathsome  disease, 
ftnd  that  too,  after  vaccination,  is  calculated  to  diminish  somewhat 
oor  confidence  in  this  measure  as  a  prophylactic. 

The  following  observations  by  Trousseau,  Professor  of  Clinical 
Medicine  at  the  Hotel -Dieu  of  Paris,  are  worthy  of  attention. 

If  the  immunity  acquired  by  vaccination  is  gradually  lost,  how 
•oon  is  it  lost  ?  In  other  words,  how  often  is  revaccination  neces- 
sary ?  This  i«  a  question  of  the  highest  importance.  We  have 
•een  that  of  40,000  Wurteniburg  troops,  20,000  were  susceptible 
of  Intimate  genuine  vaccinia  twenty  years  after  the  first  vaccina- 
tion, whence  we  may  reasonably  conclude  that  half  the  population 
will  lose  the  immunity  acquired  by  vaccination  in  the  course  of 
twenty  years.  But  if  half  of  the  individuals  who  compose  a  popu- 
lation are  completely  divested  of  the  vaccinal  influence  in  twenty 
years,  it  is  extremely  probable  that  many  of  them  were  in  this 
condition  before  this  date,  at  fifteen,  ten,  or  even  five  years  from  the 
date  of  the  first  vaccination.  I  vaccinated  a  little  girl  in  1832,  at 
the  hospital  Necker,  who  in  three  years  returned  to  the  hospital  with 
varioloid.  In  this  subject,  then,  the  protective  power  of  vaccinia 
had  nearly  died  out  in  three  years. 

In  my  private  practice  I  revaccinate,  every  five  years,  those  per- 
sons who  confide  to  me  the  entire  direction  of  their  health.  Kven 
at  then)  short  intervals,  I  usually  have,  not  vaccinoid,  but  gooil 
Tsccine  pustules.  In  m^bown  family,  and  in  those  families  that 
kave  full  and  entire  confidence  in  me,  I  revaccinate  more  fretjuently 
— whenever,  indeed,  small-pox  prevails  to  any  extent.  Why  so  ? 
Because  I  am  persuaded  that,  at  a  period  which  varies  greatly,  the 
raccinal  immunity  is  lost,  without  any  appreciable  cause.  In  some 
families,  it  is  my  custom  to  have  a  general  revaccination  whenever 
a  new-born  infant  is  to  be  vaccinated.  It  often  hap{)ens  that  after 
sereral  unsuccessful  attempts,  I  obtain  a  vaccinoid  or  a  regular 
Tsccinia.  which  proves  that  the  vaccinal  immunity  is  completely  or 
partially  lost. 

In  sill  all-pox  epidemics,  it  is  very  common  for  persons  to  have 
Tarioloid  who  liave  not  been  vaccinated  for  six  or  ten  years.  It  is 
proper  therefore — I  will  say  more,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  phybician,  to 
revaccinate  at  the  end  of  ^ve  years  ;  for  experience  demonstrates 
that  the  preservative  influence  of  vaccinia  may  become  extinct  in 
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this  Iftpse  of  time*.  As  it  is  impossible  to  detenniise,  a  prhri, 
whether  individaalfl  are  protected  or  not,  it  is  better  to  subject  them 
to  the  slight  inconvenience  of  two,  three,  or  even  a  doeen  vmccina- 
tions,  than  to  expose  them  to  the  serious  danger  of  varioloid  or 
variola. 

How  shall  revaccination  be  performed  ?  It  is  important  to  mnl- 
tiplj  the  points  of  insertion  of  vaccine  vims,  no  matter  what  haa 
been  the  number  of  previous  vaccinations.  In  Bichom's  statistioi 
of  vaccination,  it  is  conclusively  shown  that  the  greater  the  number 
of  pustules  in  the  first  vaccination,  the  less  likely  is  revaccination  to 
succeed.  Five  punctures  should  be  made  on  each  arm.  A  distin- 
guished accoucheur,  a  physician  of  the  first  arrondissementof  Paris^ 
has  told  me  that  he  never  makes  fewer  than  ten  punctures,  and  that 
he  does  not  remember  a  single  instance  of  an  individual  vaccinated 
by  him  affected  with  varioloid  or  small-pox. 

It  now  remains  to  inquire  whether  vaccinia,  which  afforded  such 
complete  protection  for  ten  years  after  its  discovery,  so  that  cases  of 
varioloid  among  those  vaccinated  in  the  early  days  of  vaccination 
are  rare  exceptions,  whereas  great  numbere  of  those  vaccinated  in 
1810,  1815,  etc.,  have  sufibred  from  that  disease ;  it  is  a  question,  I 
say,  whether  vaccinia,  thus  deteriorated,  will  not  ultimately  lose  all 
of  its  protective  power  ?  Persons  of  my  age  will  not  witness  this 
sad  change,  but  it  is  possible  that  some  of  our  younger  brethren 
may.  If  it  should  so  happen,  what  should  be  done  ?  Surely  what 
Gregory  wished  to  do,  when  seeing  bis  small-pox  hospital  crowded 
with  patients  who  had  once  been  vaccinated,  he  exclaimed  :  **  If  I 
had  to  commence  over  again  with  my  own  children,  I  would  inocu- 
late them  !"  Gregory  had  to  retract  this  expression  in  obedience 
to  the  almighty  vaccine  comn^ittee  of  London,  but  it  is  likely  that 
he  retained  the  opinion  notwithstanding.  Assuredly  no  one  can 
donbt,  at  the  present  day,  that  variolous  inoculation  confers  a  pro- 
tection far  more  complete  than  that  bestowed  by  vaccinia.  It  is 
evident  that  the  inoculation  of  variolous  pus  gives  variola.  No  one 
can  deny  to  variola  a  preservative  influence  far  l>eyond  that  of  vac- 
cinia. The  facts  are  at  hand  to  testify.  In  the  Marseilles  epidemic, 
the  propoUion  of  patients  who  had  previously  had  small-pox  was 
1  in  67  ;  the  proportion  of  patients  among  the  vaccinated  was  1  in 
7.  It  is  not  improbable,  moreover,  that  many,  if  not  the  majority  of 
the  cases  inserted  in  the  category  of  sufferers  from  previous  attacks 
of  variola,  on  their  own  testimony  or  that  of  their  relatives,  were 
in  reality  cases  in  which  the  antecedent  disease  was  only  a  simple 
varicella.  This  would  singularly  diminish  the  number  of  cases  in 
the  first  category. 

In  the  last  century,  when  small-pox  was  much  better  known  than 
now,  and  was  as  yet  not  modified  by  vaccinia,  it  was  one  of  the 
rarest  of  occurrences  for  a  person  to  have  the  disease  a  second  time. 
It  was  this  fact  which  induced  the  physicians  of  that  day  to  import 
into  Europe  the  Asiatic  practice  of  inoculation. —  Virginia  Medical 
Journal. 
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7%s  "  7VW  Spinal  System  /—The  Rev.  Mr.  Whewell  was  some- 
what censured  by  his  own  countrymen  on  the  appearance  of  his 
odehrated  "  History  of  the  Indnctive  Sciences,"  in  1837,  because 
be  was  nnwiHing  to  treat  of  the  general  progress  of  Physiology,  as 
an  inductive  science.  After  diligently  examining  the  bold,  learned 
■peculations  of  physiologists,  he  was  unable  to  discover  any  system 
in  which  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  science  were  so  embo- 
died as  to  command  any  thing  like  general  assent.  The  British 
Sdiool  of  Physiology  boasted  that  it  was  a  practical  one,  and  that 
It  was  unincumbered  with  the  fanciful  speculations  characteristic  of 
tlieir  continental  brethren.  It  maintained  that  the  progress  of  the 
•denoe  in  Britain  had  been  strictly  inductive,  and  confidently  pre- 
dicted that  time  would  strengthen  the  doctrines  it  had  inculcated. 
Bat,  if  recent  reports  are  to  be  credited,  we  must  believe,  also, 
Hiat  the  physiologists,  not  only  of  Great  Britain  but  of  the  Conti- 
nent, have  alike  been  guilty  of  hasty  generalizations,  and  that  the 
babit  of  confounding  the  phenomena  artificially,  with  those  nor- 
mally producedv  has  given  rise  to  the  various  hypotheses  which  have 
prevailed  from  the  earliest  period  of  experimental  physiology  down 
to  Marshall  Hall's  "  third  great  era  in  the  history  of  neurology/* 
or,  to  **  tbe  hand,  hatchet,  or  cane  theory"  of  Dr.  Bennet  Dowler, 
of  New  Orleans.  The  "  True  Spinal  System,"  which  Dr.  Hall 
vq;arded  as  the  reward  of  his  years  of  unremitting  labor,  of  "  the 
aaerifiee  of  hours  which  should  have  been  devoted  to  repose,"  is  now 
mingled  with  the  ruins  of  exploded  systems  of  former  times. 

Like  the  illustrious  Harvey,  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  was  a  martyr  to 
his  "  discoveiy."  For  years  he  saw  his  opponents  diffusing  an  un- 
favorable impression  through  the  profession,  relative  to  the  value  of 
hil  hbors,  and  it  was  not  until  1841,  that  "  full  reparation"  was 
attempted  to  be  made.  This,  however,  he  asserts  can  never  be 
done,  for  the  delay  itself  is  injustice,  and,  in  the  second  place,  the 
injury  can  never  be  completely  remedied.  "  The  stab  is  not  the  lesi 
injurious  because  we  may  afterwanls  endeavor  to  heal  the  wound  we 
bftve  inflicted."  Fifteen  ytar%^  therefore,  is  the  duration  of  the 
"  third  great  era  in  the  history  of  neurology."  No  longer  shall  the 
qOBition  be  agitated,  whether  the  glory  of  the  discovery  of  the  excito- 
notory  system  be  due  to  Prochaska  or  to  Dr.  Marshall  Hall.  It 
natters  little  whether  Sir  Charles  Bell  or  Mr.  Mayo  anticipated  the 
lesalts  of  their  investigations,  now.  To  use  the  language  of  M.  Broca, 
TOk  zm— Jio.  ^ 


660  MisceUaneous. 

we  must  snbmit  to  make  a  tabula  ra$a  of  every  thing  that  has  been, 
hitherto  said  on  the  physiology  of  the  medulla  spinalis.  No  known 
doctrine  or  system  he  declares  can  live  idongside  the  experiments  of 
M.  Brown  Sequard,  experiments  which  were  performed  in  the  piea- 
enoe  of  MM.  0.  Bernard,  Booley,  Broca,  Oiraldes,  Oonhanx  ,and 
Ynlpian.  From  these  experiments,  it  wonld  appear,  that  the  pos- 
terior cords  of  the  spinal  marrow  do  not  transmit  sensory  impirea^ 
sions  to  the  brain,  bat  that  it  is  finally  effected  by  the  gray  sobstaaos 
irf  the  cord,  and  especially  its  central  portion. 

In  a  communication  to  the  editor  of  the  Charleston  Medical  Jour- 
nal and  Review,  dated  Paris,  Aug.  1st,  1856,  and  published  in  the 
September  number  of  that  Journal,  Dr.  Brown  Sequard  thus  enu- 
merates the  most  interesting  of  the  fiEusts  he  has  discovered  : 

**  1st.  A  transversal  section  of  either  the  two  posterior  colamns 
of  the  spinal  cord,  instead  of  diminishing  or  destroying  sensibility, 
is  followed  by  a  notable  increase  of  sensibility  in  almost  all  the  parts 
of  the  body  which  are  behind  the  section. 

**  2d.  All  the  parts  of  the  enoephalon  which  are  situated  in  the 
posterior  or  superior  side  of  this  nervous  centre  resemble  the  poste- 
rior columns  of  the  spinal  marrow  in  this  respect — that  a  state 
of  hyperaasthesia  always  follows  a  transverse  section  upon  any  of 
them. 

**  3d.  After  a  complete  transversal  section  of  the  whole  spinal 
cord,  except  the  posterior  columns,  the  transmission  of  sensitive 
impressions,  from  almost  all  the  parts  behind  the  section,  does  not 
take  place. 

*'  4th.  A  longitudinal  section  on  the  lumbar  enlargement  of  the 
spinal  cord,  separating  it  in  two  lateral  hah^es,  although  it  does  not 
injure  the  posterior  columns,  destroys  sensibility  in  the  two  poste- 
rior limbs. 

'•  5th.  The  gray  matter  of  the  spinal  cord  seems  to  be  deprived 
of  sensibility,  although  it  is  a  conductor  of  sensitive  impressions. 

*•  6th.  If  the  whole  spinal  cord  is  left  undivided,  while  the  cen- 
tral gray  matter,  and  a  good  part  of  the  posterior  comua  are  di- 
videil  transversely,  sensibility  is  lost  almost  entirely  behind  the 
section." 

''  Now,  as  to  my  conclusions,  here  ave  some  of  them.  You  will 
see  how  widely  they  differ  from  Dr.  Dowler's  conclusions  : 

**  Ist.  There  are  two  kinds  of  sensitive  fibres  in  the  posterior 
columns  (these  columns  are  the  only  sensitive  parts  of  the  conl), 
some  going  up  towards  the  encephaion  (centripetal  or  aacendinjf 
fibres^ ^  some  going  in  the  opposite  direction  (centrifugal  or  de* 
Mcending  fibres), 

**  2d.  There  are  also  ascending  and  descending  fibres  in  the  pos- 


Miscellaneous.  6(1 

tenor  gray  comna,  and  the  lateral  colnmns ;  bnt  these  fibres,  al- 
thongh  able  to  transmit  sensitive  impressions,  are  deprived  of  sen- 
dbility. 

"  8d.  The  ascending  and  descending  fibres  of  the  posterior  col- 
imins,  and  also  of  the  gray  comna,  and  very  likely  those  of  the  pos- 
terior parts  of  the  lateral  columns,  come  mostly  from  the  posterior 
roots  of  the  spinal  nerves. 

"4th.  The  ascending  and  descending  fibres  which  have  passed 
from  the  posterior  roots  into  the  posterior  columns,  the  gray  cornua, 
and  very  likely  also  in  the  lateral  columns,  soon  leav«  these  parts  to 
£0  into  the  central  gray  matter. 

**  5th.  The  ascending  and  descending  fibres  coming  from  the  pos- 
terior roots,  decussate  in  the  spinal  cord,  and  they  make  their  decus- 
sation, in  a  great  measure,  very  near  their  place  of  entrance  into 
this  oigaa.  This  conclusion  is  proved,  not  only  by  experiments, 
bnt  by  many  pathological  cases  observed  in  man. 

**  6th.  The  transmission  of  sensitive  impressions  through  the 
^inal  cord  towards  the  encephalon,  takes  place  in  some  definite 
directions  and  not,  as  many  Grorman  physiologists  have  thooght,  in 
almost  every  direction. 

"  7th.  There  are  some  transversal  fibres  in  the  spinal  cord,  com- 
b^  from  the  posterior  roots,  which  do  not  seem  to  transmit  sensi- 
tive impressions, 

"  8th.  The  part  through  which  sensitive  impressions  are  in  the 
last  place  transmitted  to  the  sensorium  (in  the  encephalon),  is  the 
gray  matter,  and  particularly  that  of  the  centre  oi  the  cord." 

JMicai  Jiii$ceUanUs,—WmiAm  Buckland,  D,  O.,  the  celebrated 
geologist  and  Dean  of  Westminster,  died  on  the  7th  August,  at 
Clapham,  Eng.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Deanery  of  Westminster 
by  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  in  1845.  It  is  stated  that  shortly  after  his  ap- 
pointment, he  became  subjected  to  **  the  last  infirmity  of  noble 
minds " — ^his  intellect  gave  way.  In  November,  1846,  it  was  our 
privilege  to  listen  to  his  preaching,  and  sure  we  are  that  at  that  pe- 
riod he  manifested  no  symptoms  of  the  disease  to  which  he  afterwards 

became  a  victim. The  Library  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 

England,  conUins  over  30,000  volumes. A  new  edition  (the  7th) 

of  Dmitt's  Suigeiy  has  recently  been  published  in  London. ^Ac- 
cording to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Sept.  11th, 
the  health,  so  long  and  seriously  impaired,  of  Dr.  J.  Mason  War- 
ICB,  will  soon  be  re-established.  At  present  he  meete  his  patieate  at 
bis  nsoal  consnlUtion  hours,  and  has  partiidly  resumed  his  duties  at 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  The  Warrens  are  names  in- 
MparaUy  aagodatad  with  American  Snigery. 
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Dr.  Jas.  Dubois,  of  New  XJtrechty  L.  L,  Las  faQen  a  victim  U>  tk 
yellow  fever,  which  is  prevailing  in  that  vicinitj.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  epidemic,  Dr.  D.  was  advised  by  bis  friends  to 
leave  for  a  more  healthy  location,  bnt  he  replied  that  it  was  Lis  duty 
to  remain,  and  not  to  desert  the  inhabitants  in  their  boar  of  affic- 
tion.    Like  a  true  soldier,  he  died  at  the  post  of  duty. 

A  quack  in  England  has  recently  been  convicted  of  manslanghlflr 
in  causing  the  death  of  a  patient  by  administering  lobelia-infiata  in 
five-grain  doses.  According  to  a  statement  made  by  Dr.  Letheby, 
in  1853,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  London  Hospital,  no  less 
than  thirteen  cases  of  p<Hsoning  had  occurred  from  this  drug  within 
the  three  or  four  preceding  years,  and  in  six  of  these  a  coroner's  jury 
brought  in  a  verdict  of  manslaughter.  In  the  recent  trial,  the  pris- 
oner was  sentenced  to  three  moiiths'  imprisonment. 

Dr.  J.  Y.  C.  Smith,  for  many  years  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  is  about  to  establbh  a  new  journal,  to  advo- 
cate *'  more  liberal  principles.'' 

In  Mr.  Marson's  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Yac- 
cination  Bill,  1856,  he  mentions  as  an  example  of  what  can  be  done 
by  efficient  vaccination,  the  fact,  that  not  one  o(  the  nurses  or  ser- 
vants of  the  London  Small-Pox  Hospital  has  had  small-pox  for  the 
last  twenty  years.  They  had  all  been  either  vaccinated  or  re-vacci- 
nated at  the  commencement  of  their  service. 

Dr.  H.  D.  Bulklej,  formerly  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Times, 
has  become  associated  with  Drs.  Purple  and  Smith,  of  the  N.  Y. 
Journal  of  Medicine,  which  is  one  of  our  best  medical  periodicals, 
and  but  too  little  known  at  the  West.  By  this  union  of  the  edito- 
rial corps,  both  journals  become  consolidated.  We  can  cordially 
recommend  the  N»  Y.  Journal  to  our  readers.  b. 

J^'In  these  days  of  throat-burning  and  womb-buminff,  when  the 
apostles  of  the  speculum  and  the  probang  vie  with  each  other  in 
their  disinterested  zeal  for  suffering  humanity,  a  word  of  caution, 
especially  to  those  who  are  but  just  bc^nning  to  brandish  their 
weapons,  may  prove  of  service.  Dr.  Tyler  Smith  asserts  (London 
Lancet,  Am.  Ed.,  July,  1856,  p.  40),  that  the  womb-burners  have 
caused  death  **  by  perforation  of  the  vagina  behind  the  posterior 
lip  of  the  uterus  and  the  occurrence  of  fatal  peritonitis."  We 
learn  from  the  London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  for  August, 
that  great  excitement  has  recently  been  produced  in  France  by  the 
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condemnation  of  a  physician  to  imprisonment,  under  the  following 
orcnmfltances : 

"  M.  Rcnant,  a  provincial  practitioner  of  long  standing,  and  in 
extensive  practice  at  Dormans  (Mame).  had  under  his  care  a 
woman,  aged  48,  sufTering  from  chronic  laryngitis,  who  had,  two 
or  three  years  before,  been  treated  for  syphilis  at  the  Hotel-Dieu, 
Chateau-Thierry.  Towards  the  end  of  April,  the  symptoms  in- 
creased in  severity,  and  continned  to  reKist  treatment ;  and  M. 
Renaat,  after  satisfying  himself,  by  exploration,  that  oedema  of  the 
glottis  had  sopervened,  proposed  to  the  patient,  on  May  6,  that  he 
flboidd  cauterize  the  swelling  by  means  of  the  acid  nitrate  of  mer- 
cniy.  After  considerable  persuasion  she  consented  ;  and,  being 
seated  in  a  chair,  with  her  head  supported  by  an  assistant,  the 
nitrate,  diluted  with  four  times  its  weight  of  water,  was  applied. 
Scarcely  had  this  lieen  done,  when  the  patient  was  seized  with 
■pams,  for  which  M.  Ronant  prescribed  gargling  with  cold  water ; 
and,  after  ten  minutes,  he  left  the  house.  After  his  departure,  how- 
ever, the  patient  became  worse,  dyspnoea  and  increasing  paroxysms 
of  aoflbcation  set  in  ;  so  that,  two  hours  after  the  cauterization,  the 
patient  died.  An  accusation  of  having  caused  the  woman's  death 
through  the  operation  was  brought  against  M.  Renaut  at  the  Tri- 
bunal of  Chateau-Thierry,  and  two  Doctors  of  Medicine  were  sworn 
M  experts.  The  autopsy  proved  that  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease 
had  been  rigidly  correct.  Tlie  experts,  however,  express  an  opinion 
that  the  symptoms  due  to  the  cRdoma  were  not  urgent  enough  to 
call  for  cauterization  ;  and  that,  even  if  they  had  been,  the  nitrate 
of  mercury  was  not  an  eligible  substance.  They  suggest,  that  the 
svper\'ening  asphyxia  was  due  to  some  drops  of  this  penetrating 
into  the  larynx.  Tliey  think,  moreover,  that  medical  aid  properly 
rendered,  and  especially  by  the  performance  of  tracheotomy,  nii^ht 
have  saved  lifo.  The  tribunal  comlemned  M.  Renaut  to  three  mouuis' 
imprii»onmcnt  and  a  heavy  tine.  lie  has  appealtHl  to  the  Cour  Im- 
periale  of  Amiens.  In  the  meantime,  consulted  by  the  defendant, 
nnd  appealed  to  by  many  corrcHpondcnts  who  regard  this  decision 
«  very  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Medical  Profession,  the 
Editorial  Committee  of  the  Union  Meilicale,  comprising  several  men 
of  hi^  ProfeHsional  position,  has  taken  the  case  up.  It  maintains, 
1.  That  M.  Renaut' s  diagnosis  was  exact ;  2.  That  the  em  ploy- 
neat  of  cauterization  is  a  recognized  mode  of  treating  ipdema 
glottiflih  ;  while  his  choice  of  the  caustic  was  basoil  upon  the 
syphilitic  origin  of  the  dibcase — a  choice  since  approved  of  by  MM. 
Lao4lonzy,  Velpeaux,  Ricord,  and  Nclaton.  The  apparent  meliora- 
tions in  this  disease  are  too  often  deceptive  to  justify  delay.  3.  As 
to  the  fatal  termination,  the  experts  have  adopted  the  po$l  hoc  ergo 
propter  hoe  line  of  roasoning.  It  is  a  dibease  in  which  all  experi- 
ence shows  that  sudden  and  unexpected  <ieath  is  not  uncommon  ; 
while  practitioners  who  have  employeil  caustics  thousands  of  times, 
mch  as  Bietonneanx,  Troussean,  etc.,  all  agree  that  the  apparently 
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alarming  consequences  of  the  entrance  of  caustic  fluids  into  tlw 
air-passages  are  essentially  transitory,  so  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
an  authentic  case  of  deatn  being  so  induced  exists.  4.  Although 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  M.  Senaut  was  wrong  in  so  soon  leav- 
ing his  patient,  yet  the  case  did  not  then  apparently  present  more 
symptoms  of  irritation  of  the  air-passages  than  are  usually  observed 
temporarily  afler  cauterization  of  the  larynx.  M.  Tardieu,  ta 
eminent  authority  in  Legal  Medicine,  much  consulted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, while  adhering  to  the  above  conclusions,  adds,  that  the 
exclusively  Medical  questions  at  issue  here  can  in  nowise  be  trans- 
formed into  questions  of  Medical  responsibility.  In  this  affair,  it 
is  only  a  discussion  of  diagnosis  and  general  therapeutics,  in  which 
the  want  of  success  in  the  means  employed  can  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  be  assimilated  with  the  '  grave  fault '  specified  by 
the  law.  M.  Dupin,  senior,  is  still  more  explicit  in  laying  down 
the  law  in  this  class  of  cases,  when  engaged  in  another  case :  '  In 
questions  of  this  kind  we  have  not  to  inquire  whether  the  treatment 
ordered  has  been  suitable  or  not ;  if  it«  effects  have  been  hurtful  or 
salutary ;  whether  other  treatment  would  have  been  more  serviceable  ; 
whether  this  or  that  operation  was  indispensable ;  whether  impru- 
dence or  not  was  manifested  in  undertaking  it,  skill  or  clumsiness 
in  executing  it,  or  whether  with  this  or  that  instrument  or  pro- 
cedure a  better  result  might  not  have  been  obtained.  These  are  all 
scientific  questions  for  a  debate  among  doctors,  and  can  never  con- 
stitute cases  of  civil  responsibility,  or  be  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  tribunals.' " 

The  Imperial  Court  of  Amiens  has  recently  reversed  the  judg- 
ment in  this  case.  n. 

jrarWe  copy  from  the  N.  Y.  Daily  Times,  of  Sept.  2d,  the  fol- 
lowing important  report  of  a  trial  for  malpractice  : 

''  A  case  interesting  to  practitioners  was  up  in  the  Marine  Court* 
on  the  29th  August.  It  was  the  case  of  Courtney  v.  Henderson. 
The  plaintiff  is  57  years  of  age,  of  good  habits,  has  worked  aa 
foreman  for  ten  years  for  Messrs.  Pollard,  up  to  last  December, 
when  he  quit,  with  bad  eyes,  wont  to  the  Eye  Infirmary,  remained 
there  from  six  to  eight  weeks,  when  he  was  imluceti  by  a  friend  of 
the  defendant  to  leave  the  £ye  Infiimary  and  put  hiniKclf  under  the 
defendant's  treatment.  There  had  been  a  gradual  improvement  of 
his  eyes  from  soon  after  he  entered  the  Eye  Infirmary  until  he  left, 
and  that  improvement  continued  for  two  or  three  weeks  after  he 
left — no  doubt  being  the  result  of  the  treatment  he  received  at  the 
Eye  Infirm aiy — wlien  they  began  to  grow  worse.  He  continued 
under  the  defendant's  treatment  until  July  (about  three  months), 
and  the  defendant  performeil  an  operation  on  his  eyes,  and  put  some 
kind  of  a  powder  into  them.  When  he  first  put  himself  under  the 
defendant's  treatment  he  could  go  there  alone ;  he  soon  became  so 
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blind  he  bad  to  be  led  there  by  a  little  boy.  The  plaintiff  Teturned 
to  the  Eye  Infinnary  in  July,  but  his  yision  was  gone  never  to 
letnrn.  Dr.  Agnew  deposed  that  he  has  no  doubt  the  plaintiff's 
tjm  would  have  got  well  if  he  had  remained  in  the  Eye  Infirmary, 
or  been  under  good  treatment  outeide.  Dr.  Agnew  and  Dr.  Buck, 
both  holding  positions  in  the  Eye  Infirmary — the  only  physicians 
who  testified  in  relation  to  the  treatment — have  no  donbt  that  the 
plaintiff 'fl  eyes  would  have  recovered  under  proper  treatment 

"  Tliey  both  ga\'e  a  history  of  their  practice  in  diseases  of  the  eye» 
which  b  difierent  from  the  defendant's  practice,  as  testified  to  and 
shown  by  a  card  which  is  admitted  to  be  his.  The  defendant 
ollered  to  prove  by  a  score  of  persons  that  they  had  had  bad  eyes, 
and  been  treated  for  them  by  the  defendant,  and  got  well,  or  im- 
proved, which  was  ruled  out  by  the  Court  The  defendant's  counsel 
raised  Mveral  points,  but  the  second  one  is  sufficient  to  atat^^ 
*  That  an  error  m  judgment  is  not  malpractice.' 

**  The  Court  held  that  to  be  good  law  when  applied  to  a  man 
dulled  in  anatomy,  surgery,  or  physios,  but  that  it  bad  no  applioa- 
tion  in  this  case  ;  that  the  defendant,  knowing  nothing  of  anatomy, 
tnrgery,  or  physics,  could  have  no  judgment  in  the  matter.  The 
law  contemplated  a  judgment  founded  upon  skill  and  knowledge  in 
these  sciences.  That  man  who  would  hold  himself  out  to  the 
world  as  a  doctor  and  an  oculist,  without  a  diploma,  without  any 
.  knowledge  of  these  sciences,  and  under  such  false  uretenoes  obtain 
a  patient,  and  commence  tinkering  with  the  most  delicate  of  all  the 
oigana,  the  eye,  must  bo  reckless  indeed.  An  error  in  judgment  of 
a  man  skilled  in  a  particular  calling  is  not  malpractice,  unless  it  is 
a  gross  error.  But  error  in  judgment,  in  a  science,  of  a  man  un- 
ikUled  in  that  science  (if  such  a  thing  can  be),  is  malpractice.  In 
ether  woida,  a  person  attempting  to  practice,  in  physic  or  surgery, 
without  first  having  obtained  a  knowledge  of  such  science,  is  liable 
lor  all  the  damage  that  is  the  result  of  his  practice.  I  have  no 
donbt  the  plaintiff  lost  his  vision  through  the  defendant's  treatment, 
and  that  the  treatment  was  the  result  of  ignorance  on  his  part. 
Judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  8500  ;  allowance,  etc.,  #12." 

JOHN   S.  KOHL, 

IMPOaTKR  AKD  DEALBE  IN 


CUPPER,  LEECHEU  AND  BLEEDER, 

No.  816  main  Street,  bet.  9tli  and  8tli«  East  Side. 

Gul!0!IXfBiDLin. 

TU  ImT  Leechei  always  on  hand,  for  sale  or  application.    Ladies,  if  reqalred 

wiU  be  Blleiuied  by  Un.  KOHL. 


BACON'S  MEROANTILB  OOLLEGB, 

N.  W.  CORNEK  OP  SIXTH  AND  WALNUT  8TS.,  CINCINNATI. 

THE  nndenfgned  bai  removed  his  Mercantile  Oollefe  to  bU  new  balldinK.  aortk- 
weet  comer  of  Walnut  and  Sixth  atreet,  where  he  hae  fitted  op  a  «p  lendld  aol^, 
of  rooma.  expreasly  for  bis  buslneaa— htvlnr  aptred  neither  palna  nor  expense  la 
making  them.  In  every  reapect,  the  moat  conveai«nt  and  plewant  nchcMl  rooait  la  tha 
United  Statea. 

The  plan  adopted  In  tettcMng  combine*  practice  with  theory;  Inetead  of  vaiac  hooka, 
the  pnplia  are  exerclaed  In  makfag  oh^nal  entrlea  of  every  day  buainees  tranaactloaa. 
Joumalizlnx*  poatlng,  balancing  accounts,  opening  and  cloaing  of  a  great  variety  of 
dfflhrent  aeta  of  hooka,  both  for  partnerahip  and  indlvidoal  bualneaa,  where  the  baal- 
neaa  has  been  proaperooa  and  adverae ;  and  thoa  qualifying  the  atudeut  for  enieriaf 
Into  the  practical  duties  of  tbe  accountant  In  any  kind  of  buelneaa. 

The  Counie  of  Inetniclion  will  conaiat  of  DOUBLE  ENTRY  BOOK  KREPINO,  eia- 
bracinx  every  departaient  of  Trade  and  Mercantile  Acoounta,  vls.t  Whoteaale,  Ratals 
Commiaaion,  Exchange,  Banking,  Manufactnrlng,  Shipping,  Indlvidoal,  Partnerehip, 
Steamboatlng,  and  Compound  Co.  Buaineaa,  Commercial  Caicolatioaa.  Practical  P«b> 
manabfp,  and  I^ecturea  on  Commercial  Law ;  also  Lecturaa  on  the  Science  of  AccobaIb, 
Onatom  of  Merchanta,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  course  of  atndy,  th4  underaixned  has  made  arrangemeBtt 
with  Meaara.  Henry  Snow.  Eaq  ,  Hon.  B.  Storer,  Prof  C.  W.  Wright,  and  other  eminent 
loetnrera,  to  deli  vera  course  of  lectnrea  on  the  aulitiects  of  Commercal  Law,  Hiatory  of 
Commerce,  Political  Economy  aa  connected  with  Commerce,  Cheroiatry  aa  connected 
with  Commerce,  and  other  auldecta  of  great  importance  In  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  never  before  Introduced  in  any  Meicantile  College  in  the  United  Statea. 

Pupita  are  inatructed  individually,  aud  not  in  clasaea,  so  that  atudenta  may  enter  at 
anytime,  and  proceed  in  the  ratio  of  tbelr  capacity  or  a«ldnlty. 

Public  examlnationa  are  had,  (though  pupils  are  examined  privately.  If  they  deeira 
it),  when  the  atudent  undergoea  rixid  and  thorough  Interrogationa  by  the  Principal, 
(aaalsted  by  a  Committee  of  Practical  Commercial  aad  Boaiaea  MoaX  aod  dipkMMa 
awarded  to  thoae  who  are  deemed  worthy  of  them. 

A  course  can  be  completed  in  from  alx  to  ten  weeks. 

Tbe  Principal  will  Uke  pleasure  in  doing  everything  la  hie  power  to  advance  hia 
students,  and  make  tbemtDoroagh  and  accomplished  aceountanu;  and  hla  extenaiva 
acquaintance  with  the  tHiaineas  community  will  generally  enable  him  to  procure  sllaa- 
tona  for  those  desirous  of  obtaining  them. 

TERMS— For  a  fbll  Courae  of  Lesaona  in  Book  Keeping,  Writing,  Commercial  Ac 
counts,  Calculation,  Law,  etc.       •••. fMtt 

July,  1&».  R.  S.  BACON,  PrlncipaL 


PALMER'S  PATENT  LEG 

Haa  now  attained  to  a  celebrity  anparalleled  in  the  of  anatomical  mo* 
chunism.  It  has  been  exhibited  at  thirty  Exhibitions  of  distinguish* 
ed  scientific  societies,  in  competition  with  all  other  substitutes  ;  aad 
has  in  every  inftanc0,  been  declared,  by  eminent  judges,  to  be  *<  Me 
best  **  artificial  limb  extant. 

In  addition  to  Thirty  Gold  and  Silver  Medals,  (by  the  onani- 
^ous  appruval  of  an  international  Council  of  distinguished  scientific 
Surgeons)  was  honored  with  the  award  of  the 

PEIZE  MEDAL,  at  the  World's  Exhibition,  in  London, 

and  also  with  the  ©nTCWJSa  MIJaJp^An^  (only  First  Class  Prlio,)  at 
tlie  New  York  Crystal  Palaco, 

FOR  "TIE  BEST  ARTmCIAL  LEB." 
"  THE  BANeTaStTaNTIDOTE,'' 

Is  the  title  of  a  Journal  published  for  gratuitous  distribution  anions  Sar- 
geon8,  nnd  persons  who  have  suffered  ampatation  of  limbs.  By  D.  FKANK 
PALMER,  Inventor  of  the  Artificial  Leg. 

**Tlie  Bane  and  Antildoto*'  contains  fall  information,  and  in  it  will  be  seen 
the  certificates  (authorized)  of  about  fifty  of  the  most  eminent  Surgfeons  in 
London,  Paris,  and  the  United  States.  The  pamphlet  will  be  aent,  postage 
paid,  to  every  applicant. 

Address,  B.  FRANK.  PALMER, 

37  Che9tnut  Street,  PhiUuU^hia 
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Bateman's  Operation fw  Veftco-Vaginal Fiitula.  By  Geo. 
C.  Blackman,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio,  Surgeoa  to  the  Commercial  Hospital, 
Cincinnati. 

Mrs. J  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  a  lady  of  high  social  posi- 
tion, was  placed  under  my  care  about  the  middle  of  Septem- 
bsr.  She  had  been  a  snfferer  from  vesico-vaginal  fistula  for 
about  twenty  months.  It  was  the  result  of  sloughing  from 
a  labor  protracted  for  four  days.  The  fistulous  opening  was 
situated  an  inch  and  a  half  from  the  meatus ;  was  three  quar- 
ters of  an  inch  in  length,  and  transverse  in  its  direction. 
Ihe  patient  was  about  thirty  years  of  age  and  of  a  vigorous 
eonstitution.  Assisted  by  Drs.  Fries,  Wright,  and  Richard- 
son,  I  performed  the  operation  proposed  by  Dr.  Boseman, 
and  which,  according  to  a  communication  in  the  last  number 
>  of  the  '^  Louisville  Medical  RevieWy'  has  been  successful 
b  Dr.  B.*8  hands  ip  sixteen  cases.  This  method,  as  is  well 
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known  to  many  of  our  readers,  consists  in  substituting  the 
huiton  for  the  clamp  suture  of  Dr.  Sims,  of  New  York.  Bie 
margins  of  the  fistula,  in  our  case,  were  freely  denuded,  in 
the  execution  of  which  a  prolapse  of  the  bladder,  overl^h 
ping  the  fistula,  presented  many  obstacles.  These  were  at 
last  surmounted,  and  four  sutures  of  silver  wire  were  passed 
and  brought  through  the  perforations  in  the  buttoa,  as  iDiis- 
trated  in  the  following  cut. 

The  button  was  then  held 
closely  in  contact  with  the  fis- 
tula, while  the  ends  of  the  su- 
ture were  passed  through  per- 
forated shot,  and  the  latter 
firmly  compressed  with  strong 
forceps,  so  as  to  act  the  part  of  a  knot.  The  operation  was 
performed  on  Friday,  and  Sims'  self-retaining  catheter  was 
retained  constantly  in  the  bladder  for  twenty-four  hours,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  it  was  withdrawn  for  a  few  moments 
and  cleaned.  At  the  end  of  the  fourth  day,  this  catheter 
became  so  obstructed  by  muco-purulent  matter,  that  it  be- 
came necessary  to  remove  it,  and  substitute  the  ordinary 
female  catheter,  which  was  employed  until  the  end  of  the 
treatment.  The  button  and  the  sutures  were  remov^^d  on  the 
eighth  day,  when  union  was  found  to  be  complete.  For  seve- 
ral days  after  the  removal  of  the  button  the  patient  suffered 
severely,  from  irritability  of  the  bladder  and  occasional  inoon- 
tinence,  but  by  the  use  of  the  warm  bath,  alkalies,  and  ano- 
dynes, this  gradually  subsided,  and  the  patient,  in  less  than 
three  weeks,  was  enabled  to  ride  in  a  carriage,  to  visit  her 
friends,  and  to  walk  for  a  considerable  distance.  At  my  last 
visit,  some  twenty-two  days  after  the  operation,  she  informed 
me  that  she  had  retained  her  urine  for  eight  hours !  She  has 
now  returned  to  her  friends  completely  cured.  Notwithstand- 
ing our  previous  'partiality  to  Dr.  Sims'  operation,  we  are 
compelled  to  declare  our  preference  for  Dr.  Bozeman'a 
method,  believing  that  in  simplicity  and  efficacy  it  can  not  be 
surpassed. 
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Primary  Encevhaloid  of  the  Spleen.  By  C.  II.  P.  Hart,  M.D., 
of  Centrevilley  Wayne  Co.,  Indiana. 

On  the  sixth  of  Aognst,  1856, 1  was  requested  to  attend 
ft  poet-mortem  examination  of  a  child  cet.  4  years  and  5  ms., 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  Brown,  residing  about  four 
miles  south-west  of  Gentreville.  The  child,  who,  at  the  time 
of  its  death,  was  under  the  charge  of  its  uncle,  Dr.  Brown, 
of  Union  county,  had  died  from  the  effects  of  an  abdominal 
tumor,  supposed  by  its  attending  physician,  Dr.  Brown,  and 
aho  by  the  consulting  physicians,  Drs.  Mitchell  and  Pritchard, 
of  Centreville,  to  be  an  enlarged  spleen.  To  ascertain  by 
necropsy  the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  appeared  to  be  the 
principal  object  of  those  having  charge  of  the  case.  As  I  had 
nerer  before  seen  the  child,  nor  expressed  any  opinion  in 
relation  to  the  probable  cause  of  its  death,  it  was  deemed 
idvisable  that  I  should  make  the  examination;  which  was 
accordingly  done  in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Brown  and  Mitchell, 
Dr.  Pritchard  being  imavoidably  absent. 

Inspection,  ten  hours  after  death. — ^The  body  was  greatly 
emaciated,  but  exhibited  no  external  signs  of  disease  except- 
ing an  enormously  enlarged  abdomen,  through  the  walls  of 
which  could  be  distinctly  felt  a  nodulated  crescent-shaped 
tumor,  extending  diagonally  across  the  abdomen  by  the  left 
hypochondriac  region  to  the  right  iliac,  and  occupying  at 
least  seven-eighths  of  the  enlarged  sub-diaphragmatic  cavity. 
The  external  admeasurements  resulted  as  follows : — Circum- 
ference of  the  abdomen  just  below  the  most  prominent  part  of 
the  costal  cartilages,  23.5  inches;  from  the  anterior  superior 
spinous  process  of  one  side  to  that  of  the  other,  16.8  inches ; 
from  the  spinous  process  of  the  first  dorsal  vertebra,  below 
the  cartilages  of  the  left  ribs,  over  the  whole  length  of  the 
tumor  to  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  right 
side,  20.3  inches ;  and  from  the  spinous  process  of  the  first 
dorsal  vertebra,  below  the  cartilages  of  the  right  ribs,  across 
tte  tumor  J  to  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  left 
side,  17.2  inches.    It  was  found  that  these  admeasurements 
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would  admit  of  being  reduced  nearly  five  per  cent,  by  Tigor- 
ous  compression.  The  tumor  had  a  Bemi-elastic  feel,  aonie- 
what  resembling  in  that  particular  a  newly  made  cheese. 

The  extent,  position,  nodulated  character,  and  semi-elastic 
feel  of  the  tumor,  led  me  to  believe  that  the  abnormal  growth 
would  prove  to  be  encephaloid  disease  of  the  spleen,  and  I  bo 
expressed  myself  before  opening  the  abdomen.  In  fact^  I 
am  persuaded  that  a  careful  consideration  of  the  above  fiaetf 
could  lead  to  no  other  diagnosis. 

In  order  to  give  as  complete  and  unembarrassed  a  view  as 
possible,  the  abdomen  was  opened  by  a  crucial  inciaioDi 
extending  from  the  ensiform  cartilage  to  the  pubes,  and  from 
the  crista  of  one  ilium  to  that  of  the  other.  On  turning  back 
the  flaps,  the  only  objects  that  met  the  view  without  disturb- 
ing the  relation  of  the  parts,  were  the  descending  colon  and 
the  morbid  growth,  the  latter  occupying  in  front  the  entire 
anterior  portion  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  excepting  a  very 
small  space  in  the  right  lumber  region ;  through  which,  widi 
attention,  could  be  detected  a  small  portion  of  the  gastro- 
colic omentum,  and  the  insignificant  space  occupied  by  the 
descending  colon,  which  lay  along  the  most  elevated  ridge  of 
the  tumor,  to  which  it  was  firmly  adherent.  After  dissecting 
away  the  adhesions  on  every  side,  which  were  very  extensive, 
so  as  to  enucleate  the  tumor  as  far  as  possible,  we  were  enabled 
to  obtain  a  view  of  its  posterior  relations  and  connections,  by 
which  it  was  clearly  proven  to  be  the  spleen.  It  was  found 
to  occupy,  posteriorly,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  left  hypochon- 
driac, the  epigastric,  the  umbilical,  the  left  lumber,  the  left 
iliac,  and  the  hypogastric  regions,  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  right  iliac  and  right  lumber  regions.  The  omentum  and 
smaller  intestines  were  crowded  principally  into  the  right  lum- 
ber and  right  iliac  regions,  lying  within  the  crescent  formed  by 
the  tumor,  by  which  they  were  almost  entirely  concealed  from 
view.  The  liver  and  stomach  were  forced  entirely  out  oF 
view  into  the  hollow  of  the  diaphragm,  the  former  appearing 
considerably  atrophied,  the  latter  empty  and  contracted.   The 
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Uadder  was  in  a  Bimilar  condition,  being  closely  pressed 
against  the  pubes  by  the  heterologous  growth  above.  In  fact, 
the  appearances  were  precisely  such  as  would  be  likely  to 
reaiilt  from  a  constantly  increasing  spleen,  which,  by  its 
enlargement,  should  gradually  encroach  upon  the  left  half  of 
ike  abdominal  cavity,  until,  having  reached  the  left  iliac 
fossa,  it  should  be  deflected  across  into  the  right,  making  at 
the  same  time  a  partial  rotation  on  its  own  axis.  This  will 
readily  explain  the  position  of  the  descending  colon,  which, 
by  becoming  attached  to  the  side  of  the  enlarging  tumor, 
was  at  last  carried  diagonally  across  the  abdomen,  so  that 
die  sigmoid  flexure  was  above,  and  in  contact  with  the 


The  enlarged  organ  or  tumor  was  14.4  inches  in  length, 
8b8  inches  in  breadth  opposite  the  umbilicus,  and  10.5  inches 
IB  thickness  at  the  same  point.  It  was  estimated  to  weigh 
between  six  and  seven  pounds.  Greater  accuracy  could  not 
be  obtained  in  this  respect,  as  the  presence  and  complete 
lefiisal  of  the  parents  prevented  the  entire  removal,  and 
eonsequently  the  preservation  of  the  invaluable  specimen. 
Its  surface  was  studded  all  over  with  hemispherical  eleva- 
tions of  a  brownish-yellow  color  mixed  with  white,  and  about 
the  consistency  of  new  cheese.  Enlarged  and  tortuous  veins 
ramified  over  the  surface,  between  the  tuberosities,  and,  being 
Ughly  congested,  gave  the  tumor  a  beautiful  arborescent 
qipearance.  The  enlarged  organ  appeared  to  have  lost  every 
trace  of  its  original  character,  and  to  have  become  entirely 
eoDverted  into  the  same  heroclite  formation  which  added  so 
much  to  its  bulk.  A  section  of  the  tumor  exhibited  the 
characteristic  structure  of  the  encephaloid  growths,  the  mem- 
branous partitions  separating  the  difierent  lobules  becoming 
ffoite  manifest  on  squeezing  out  forcibly  the  softer  intercellu- 
hr  substance.  The  general  appearance  of  the  lobules  was 
granular,  but  occasional  dark  specks  and  spots  were  interspers- 
id,  having  the  appearance  of  small  partially-absorbed  clots  of 
blood.     A  portion  of  the  tumor  somewhat  softer  than  the 
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of  fla^tutiflft,  v«0  fowd  to  ooBteia  abmii  bulf  -sa  <wiwirij|j| 
iMgoiM-istnikBi  ^  fl^ 


No  tr«oo  <tf  tibo  woopbakid  nftttor  wi  tmtd  vimfi 
abcbmuiMl  ofjpiiiyiudfiw  a  Mftonol  eendtluMi  of  tibolynfMit 
glaaflbi  around,  th^  nqpleeii  ud  ^kmcmb  be  00Brid«od^«f 
indicatiQg  iti  preeonoe  in  ilmft.  The  Ijyar  w— lieaKbi^  Igb 
appearctd  flomewhjUMropUod.  The  g«ll*UeddatfiirM  MMlk 
oontmstedi  end  oentaiaed  eboai  %  dredm  ef  Ttty  :!riflai||| 
ter-like  b9e^  -Theamoooaeoatof  tlieilo«ifl«happeered^pte 
aDdflbbbj^bviwAafQihorwiselMadiy.  T|ii  nmiW  intintiMi 
presented  nothing  remarkable,  ezeepting  iiiat  some  .oCiAi^ 
patohee  of  Peyet  pmmited  •  /fery 'irn^daf ,  gnonlar  ip^ 
peaianoe^AhMat  amoanting  to  vloeration.  Tb»  largo  bMHi 
iraa  empty  and  healthy,  ei^oepting  the  deaoeodiBg  ooliil^ 
where-it  paaeed  oTer^  tba  apex,  of  the  tamor,.  the  mmmftt 
smuhraneiof  whieh  was  oonaidcmUy  tfaiekenod. .  Umi^  pe^rf 
toneum  waa  Aiokenedy  hasy,  and  easily  torn,  and  ooutained^ 
considerable  quantity  of  serum.  The  other  abdominal  ovgaM 
were  healthy. 

The  history  of  the  above  ease  is  interesting,  aa  shoirifltg 
the  rapidity  of  the  tumor's  growth,  the  ineffioiemsy  of  medieal 
treatment  in  its  arrest,  and  the  decided  tendency  of  oaneeroua 
growths  to  become  hereditary. 

At  the  age  of  mx  months  the  parents  discoyered  an  es^ 
largement  on  the  left  side  in  the  region  of  the  spleen.  Xhie 
was  treated  by  Dr.  Ardery,  of  Decatur  county,  who,  by  tlM 
free  use  of  the  tincture  of  iodine,  effected  some  improvemenli 
It  then  remained  nearly  stationary  until  the  13th  of  Mareh^ 
1856,  when  it  began  rapidly  to  enlarge,  and  was  placed  unde^ 
the  treatment  of  Dr.  Brown,  of  Union  county.  At  this  time 
it  extended  to  within  about  three  inches  of  the  umbUicus,  bttf 
under  treatment  calculated  to  relieve  congestion  and  inflaoK 
mation,  it  subsided  aa  before  to  nearly  its  former  dimensidnsL 
Considerable  improvement  also  took  place  in  the  general 


Habs  m  Primary  JSneephalcid  vf  the  S^fken.       668 

heidth  of  tho  patient,  so  that  she  was  able  to  be  abottt.  Early 
ia  Jme,  the  organ  began  again  to  grow  with  great  rapidity, 
emacimtion  set  in,  and  the  disease  progressed  thenceforward 
in  spite  of  all  treatment,  accompanied  towards  the  last  with 
httmorrhage  of  the  nrinary  organs,  until  it  ended  in  the  death 
of  the  child  on  the  sixth  of  August. 

That  this  affection  was  hereditary,  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  the  child's  undo  on  the  maternal  side,  Wm.  Woods,  lost 
Ui  life  from  the  effects  of  fungus  hoematodes  in  his  knee. 
When  first  noticed  in  December,  1852,  it  was  about  the  size 
of  a  pea;  and  was  situate  just  on  the  outer  side  of  the  inser- 
tioB  di  the  tendon  patell».  Continuing  to  enlarge,  it  was 
aeoompanied  with  much  intermitting  pain ;  and  in  March  it 
WM  rashly  opened  by  the  patient,  who  stuck  his  knife  into 
As  tumor  under  the  impression  that  it  was  of  tho  character 
of  «Q  abscess.  A  sprouting  fungus  soon  appeared.  In  April 
ha  went  to  Cincinnati  to  consult  Dr.  Mussey,  who  advised 
Vm  to  Buboiit  to  an  operation  at  once.  Unfortunately,  on  his 
lay  thither,  he  had  called  at  a  "  Water-cure  establishment'' 
near  the  eity,  where  he  was  so  beset  with  hydropathic  harpies, 
that  he  was  induced  to  believe  the  disease  was  a  mere 
^fcumor,"  which  could  be  easily  charmed  away  with  their 
magic  remedies.  Instead,  therefore,  of  availing  himself  of 
the  only  chance  of  relief,  he  returned  to  the  '*  Establishment," 
where  he  remained  for  five  weeks,  during  which  time  it  was 
Tspeatedly  cauterized,  washed,  and  scoured,  $ecundem  artem. 
On  the  28th  of  May  following,  having  returned  to  his  home 
mch  enfeebled,  his  leg  was  amputated  by  Dr.  Pritchard,  of 
Osntreville,  assisted  by  Dr.  Cleveland,  of  Abington.  The 
patient  died  of  secondary  hemorrhage  a  few  minutes  after 
ike  operation  was  completed,  as  soon  as  the  effects  of  the 
Alorofarm  had  passed  off.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
whether  this  mishap  depended  on  disease  of  the  art(^ries, 
iddch  is  the  most  probable  supposition,  but  of  the  truth  of 
vUeh  I  am  not  informed. 


JkmfMM  fit  ik^ifiiBm^i^^ 
is  reeogidMd^j  dl  ]iftftliddgieil'iritt«n 
tibii;  indeed^  I  am:  iiMlmed  to  4ba  o)^]im 
his  Miw  befeiift  betA  datoribad ;  ai  1«M^  ia^  1^ 
and  aztaiidad  annkatioft  thaftllwve  liaa&  aUa toi 
hare  fidlad  to  find  a  aingla  raaatdad  anuph.    In-ftely- Afc 
moat  raaant  antlMritiaay  aa  iM  ba  aaan  haraaAar^  i 
onlytibalattar.  -^EUa  nndfydbtadly nriaaa  firoB Iba 
it  baa  naratf  banva  bate  foimd  maaaoduitad 
dapoaita  in  albar  argana.    Labart^inUawarfci 
Diaaaaea»  alataa  ihal  ba  baa  narar  mat  vilb 
Hopa^m  UaPrtMBplaa  ofPliitboIogieal  Anatoajf  aajalba  i 
JhtdL  Gmm  ia  aquUj  ignaiaact  of  na j  aoah  larian^  aa  bs  ( 
nat  aiaiitiQn  it  amng  tba  affaetionB  ofiba  1 
ifhmtmnk  on  Fongaa  Hoaaatodaa  waa 
atataa  ibat  <<in  n  paiiwt  1^  diad  of  a  < 
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itm  Mt  OMiaNMlT  anboMd .  tfaro^  Iha  i 

and  waa  very  probably  aftotod  wi^  tba  aama  dieeaaer^ 

ha  adds,  that  ho  had  had  an  opportonity  of  seeing  the 

aflacted  with  this  disease  in  only  one  ease,  the 

and  an  acenrato  aoooant  of  which  had  been  sent  to  bin  Ig^ 

Mr.  Monteathy  lato  sorgeon  to  the  Boyal  Infinnair,  < 

In  this  patient,  there  were  soft  polpy  tomors  in 

and  a  t^  large  atasa  of  swelled  (^ands  had  fottd  im 

abdomen^  which  waa  connected  at  one  part  with  tba 

The  organ  was  nndi  oilarged,  weighing  two 

half.    Brery  part  of  it  was  stadded  qircr  widi  white 

cwlons  WMissM^  of  a  naiform  whito  color,  and  ^  cofciiisad  af 

a  wbitopa^y  matter,  reaeaibli^  brain."  Mr.  Wardrof^  aftw 

qaoting  Mr.  Moatcatb'a  histofy  of  tba  case,  adfr:  "'lis 

spleen  is  moi«  rarriy  fiMad  diseased  dma  most  of  the  aAsr 

orgaas  of  ^  body;  and  it  woaU  appear,  that  ia  the  I 

i^  caae»  it  bad  becoaae  contaminated  with  fkagas  : 

ia  c«09etiaeace  of  its  adbceion  to  the  BMcbid  maas  af  ^mdi 
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in  the  abdomen.  Fungus  hoematodes  of  the  spleen  has,  as 
Cur  as  I  know,  never  been  described  in  any  account  of  the 
morbid  anatomy  of  that  organ."  Observations  on  Fungus 
Matmatodes  or  Soft  Cancer  in  several  of  the  most  important 
ergons  of  the  Human  Body.   Page  155.    Edingb.  1809. 

A  case  somewhat  similar  to  the  above  has  just  been  com- 
municated to  me  by  Frof.  Dunglison.  He  says :  ''  Upwards 
of  twenty  years  ago  I  attended,  in  Baltimore,  a  young  child 
whose  abdomen  was  literally  filled  with  encephaloid  formation, 
m  which  the  spleen  was  implicated.  Unfortunately,  I  was 
Bck  at  the  time  the  body  was  examined  after  death ;  and  the 
particulars  of  the  appearances  presented,  although  promised, 
were  never  furnished  to  me." 

To  the  foregoing  may  be  added  the  opinions  of  some  of  the 
more  recent  authorities  since  Wardrop  : 

^  Cancer  rarely  occurs  in  the  spleen,  and  usually  as 
encysted  encephaloid,  generally  (inlist)  combined  with  cancer 
rf  the  liver  or  lumbar  glands."  Bock,  Atlas  der  Patholo- 
gisehen  Anatomies  Leipzig,  1856 ;  and  Lehrbuch  der  PathdUh 
fieehen  Anatomies  zte  Auflage,  8.  670,  Leipzig,  1852. 

Bokitansky  has  nearly  the  same  words  :  **  Cancer  (of  the 
•pleen)  occurs  very  rarely ;  we  have  as  yet  only  met  with 
the  medullary  variety,  in  combination  with  cancer  of  other 
ergans,  especially  of  the  liver  and  lumbar  glands."  A  Manual 
^Pathological  Anatomy ^  Sydenham  Society's  edition,  vol.  ii. 
p.  677.    London,  1849. 

'*  Carcinoma  occurs  seldom  in  the  spleen,  and  scarcely  ever 
without  cancerous  formations  in  other  organs,  especially  in 
the  liver  and  stomach.  It  presents  itself  in  the  form  of 
mialler  or  larger  encephaloid  i\iheTc\Qf^{Markschtoammknoten)y 
which  are  connected,  at  times,  with  soft  tubercles  in  the 
flindus  of  the  stomach."  A.  Forster,  Handbuch  der  Speciellen 
Paihologischen  Anatomic.    S.  131,  Leipzig,  1854. 
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Ohio  Slate  Medical  Society — It9  Workings^  Hztra  Seeaion^ 
etc.  No.  2.  By  Paul  Caubtig,  M.  D.,  Croes  Roads, 
D.O. 

*^  STUBBLE  FROM  MT  OABKEB." 

The  polity  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  if  ezercised 
with  ordinary  experience,  is  omnipotent  for  good  to  the  pro- 
fession. The  privileges  conferred  by  the  charter  would  enable 
not  only  the  parent,  but  auxiliary  associations,  to  organize 
and  possess  libraries,  cabinets  of  natural  history,  apparatus,  in- 
struments, etc.,  to  any  extent  that  might  be  desired  by  the  re- 
spective societies.  Its  membership — amounting  to  about  500, 
and  located  in  almost  every  county  and  village  throughout 
the  State — should  enable  it  to  exercise  an  influence  of  the 
most  diversified  and  extended  character  upon  society  at  large, 
and  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth.  To  the  physician, 
either  in  an  individual  or  corporate  capacity,  the  community 
look  for  the  initial  steps  in  all  great  reforms,  especially  of  s 
hygienic  or  sanatary  character.  Indeed,  they  are  not  only 
expected  to  project,  but  often  of  their  own  munificence  to 
mature  and  carry  them  into  operation. 

When  they,  as  a  class,  fail  to  regard  with  special  attention 
matters  pertaining  to  general  health,  longevity,  vital  statis- 
tics, etc.,  the  enactments  by  which  these  results  were  sought 
to  be  brought  about,  fall  still-born  from  the  law-making  power- 
All  history  demonstrates  the  correctness  of  this  position.  A 
single  familiar  illustration  may,  however,  render  the  subject 
more  apparent.  The  last  general  assembly  of  Ohio,  through 
the  influence  and  energy  of  a  few  physicians  who  were  mem- 
bers of  that  body,  enacted  a  registration  law.  The  general 
provisions  of  the  act  are  wholesome,  but  the  detail  falls  short 
of  what  could  be  desired.  It,  however,  is  a  good  commence- 
ment, upon  which,  from  time  to  time,  as  public  sentiment 
demands,  additional  provisions  and  details  might  be  engrafted, 
until  it  become  perfect.  Notices  and  abstracts  of  the  law  have 
been  published  in  the  medical  and  secular  journals  of  Ohio. 
Few  physicians  are  ignorant  of  the  objects  and  obligations 
which  the  law  contemplates  and  imposes.     It  has  now  been 


VAJOh  OAUsno  on  the  Ohio  SSaU  Medical  Society.    687 

in  force  for  seven  months,  and  we  hazard  nothing  in  the  aaser- 
tion,  that  not  ten  individuals  in  the  State  are  living  up  to  its 
requirements.  This  law  will  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
stetate  book,  miless  physicians  or  medical  societies  move  in 
the  matter. 

The  State  Medical  Society,  assisted  by  its  auxiliaries,  is 
jost  the  instrument  to  insure  the  strict  observance  of  the  act. 
It  has  its  representatives  in  every  county,  and  if  vitality  and 
efficiency  were  not  crushed  out  of  it  by  a  misconception  or 
perversion  of  its  original  objects,  such  would  be  the  case. 
Bat  when  ^^  the  head  is  sick,"  the  members  are  paralysed  and 
&int«  Under  the  present  state  of  affairs,  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society  is  a  nonentity,  or  a  negation,  so  far  as  good 
to  the  profession  or  humanity  is  concerned.  At  one  time  it 
resolves  that  no  member  shall  receive  into  his  office  a  student 
who  does  not  possess  certain  mental  qualities  and  scientific 
ittainments ;  at  another  it  appoints  a  committee  on  vital  sta- 
tistics, and  at  another  it  imposes  different  obligations ;  and 
yet  these  several  duties  and  requirements  remain  unperform- 
ed, and  are  like  our  existing  registration  law-— only  encumber 
ike  statute.  A  resolution  enacted  by  a  chartered  organiza- 
tkw  should  mean  something,  but  in  the  State  Society  it  appears 
Co  signify  but  the  nanie  of  the  author,  in  the  published  min- 
ites,  without  any  expectation,  cither  on  the  part  of  the  soci- 
ety or  the  member  resolving,  that  any  thing  is  to  be  done, 
sny  work  performed. 

For  several  years  past,  the  subjects  of  a  State  geological 
survey,  bureau  of  statistics,  and  the  abolition  of  the  patent 
medicine  traffic  in  Ohio,  have  been  agitated  by  medical  men. 
One  or  more  of  these  have  been  before  the  general  assembly 
during  this  time,  for  the  requisite  enactments  to  enable  the 
objects  to  bo  executed,  but  have  failed.  Foiled  at  the  impo- 
tmcy  of  individual  effort,  some  far-seeing  gentleman  conceived 
the  idea  that  an  extra  session  of  the  State  Medical  Society, 
held  during  the  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  this  winter, 
would  be  a  capital  opportunity  to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  law- 
making power,  the  physic  of  the  State.    Now,  whether  this 
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resolation,  bj  wbich  the  Bociety  adjourned  nntQ  tbe  third 
Tuesday  of  January,  1857,  was  intended  by  the  author  and 
the  association  itself  to  be  bmding,  or  only  as  a  BhaWy  we  will 
not  stop  to  determine ;  but  infer  from  the  premises,  and  the 
prospect  of  having  a  good  time,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
some,  at  least,  to  be  present  on  that  occasion. 

We  most  earnestly  implore  the  friends  of  medical  science 
to  construe  the  obligation  of  the  resolution  as  binding,  and  be 
present.  There  is  work  that  much  needs  to  be  done  by  them 
— ^work  that  none  else  can  or  will  perform.  Preliminary  to 
that,  let  every  representative  and  senator  be  waited  upon, 
either  individually  or  in  an  official  capacity,  by  some  judicious 
member  of  the  profession,  and  have  laid  before  them  the  im- 
portance of  enactments  upon  the  above  suSjects,  and  the  facte 
and  circumstances  demanding  their  speedy  adoption.  This 
will  prepare  the  whole  body  to  appreciate  the  necessity  and 
demands  upon  them,  by  a  respectable  body  of  their  constitii- 
ents.  Then,  in  due  time,  let  them  assemble  at  the  capitol— 
take  with  them  their  business  capacities,  their  devotion  to  their 
profession,  their  interest  in  humanity  and  scientific  pursuits, 
and  lay  their  prayers  before  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  and  they 
will  be  granted  without  gainsay.  The  same  integrity  of  pur- 
pose which  overcomes  obstacles,  and  secures  success  at  home 
in  the  ordinary  avocations  of  life,  will  render  triumphant  the 
avowed  purposes  for  which  the  extra  session  of  the  State  Soci- 
ety is  to  convene  in  January  next. 

Let  no  imaginary  obstacle  keep  you  away.  We  know  that 
the  scenes  which  have  been  enacted  in  the  past  will  rise  up 
before  you,  and  crimson  your  cheeks,  as  you  turn  in  disgust 
from  their  contemplation.  To  prevent  these  is  one  of  the  ob- 
jects for  which  your  presence,  genUemen  physicians,  sobery 
patient,  persevering,  earnest  laborers  after  truth,  is  so  much 
required.  Bring  with  you  that  iron  determination  which 
nerves  you  to  action,  when  a  great  principle  of  nature  is  to  be 
solved.  It  may  be  needed.  Eunuch,  snob,  and  notoriety 
seeker  will  be   there.     As  usual,  they  will  be  first  to  move, 
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and  withoat  interposition,  they  will  move  to  the  disgrace  and 
defeat  of  the  objects  of  the  society.  Of  this,  however,  they 
will  care  bat  little.  They  must  constitute  the  conference  earn- 
wdUee  that  will  wait  on  the  law  functionaries.  Their  plans 
will  be  all  matured  in  anticipation,  and  the  moves  conunitted 
to  memory — ^for  they  are  too  indolent  to  commit  them  to  pa- 
per. They  will  be  full  of  buncombe  speeches,  which  must  be 
deliyered  at  the  expense  of  decorum  and  decency.  It  will  be 
a  capital  time  for  rhetorical  display,  and  they  can  not  resist 
the  opportunity  to  go  off.  Some  old  tome  may  chance  to  lose 
somewhat  of  its  accumulated  dust,  in  their  quest  for  a  speech. 
The  translations  of  Homer,  Cicero,  or  Demosthenes,  or  Frost's 
American  Speaker,  will  surely  be  consulted. 

What  think  you,  brother  physicians,  will  be  the  impression 
of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  the  profession  of  Ohio  gene- 
rally, made  upon  the  general  assembly  by  this  surreptitious 
gasGonadmg  ?  We  will  be  there  as  the  representatives  of  the 
medical  men  of  the  State  at  large,  and  as  such,  will  be  held 
responsible.  Our  actions  and  conduct  will  be  taken  as  indices 
of  the  profession  as  a  whole.  If  we  allow  members  to  step 
forward,  who  do  not  represent  a  single  sentiment  or  sympathy 
of  the  body,  and  place  the  society  in  a  fabe  position  by  blovi- 
ation  and  ignorance,  it  will  be  our  fault  Should  the  society 
have  any  thing  to  ask  of  the  legislative  body,  let  it  spedc 
through  those  who  represent  the  profeseumj  and  not  through 
self-constituted  mouthpieces.  In  this  way  the  desired  object 
will  be  gained,  and  the  honor,  dignity,  and  urbanity  of  tho 
profession  preserved. 

It  would  be  quite  unnecessary  for  us  to  point  out  those 
whose  actions  are  to  bo  feared  and  ignored  on  this  occasion. 
Their  names  are  as  familiar  to  the  humblest  member  of  the 
society,  as  the  greatest  delinquent  upon  their  Icger,  against 
whom  entries  have  long  since  ceased  to  be  made ;  and  are  as 
much  to  be  detested  and  shunned.  If  disbanding  the  organi- 
lation  would  rid  tho  profession  of  these  pests,  the  end  would 
almost  justify  the  expedient ;  but  this  has  been  tried,  and 
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6zeo«tion=cKfl4ealifie0  dioni  for  e  ponttoni  in  the  Iftriuy  elo^ip 
Bide  of  medical  publications.  They  ajre,  therefore,  oonaignod 
to  the  lumber  or  rubbiBh  box,  amoBg  medical  college  aanovnoa- 
menta  and  other  artideeof  little  yalne.  GentlemoB,  eontriba^ 
ting  to  their  pages,  would  be  nnwilHng  to  send  a  eopy  la  • 
professional  friend,  or  scientific  publication,  on  acoomt  of  tiie 
palpable  errors  in  which  it  abounds,  and  the  meagemessof  the 
execution;  They  are  literally  worthless,  and  are  ammallj 
growing  more  so.  The  material,  typography,  and  mechaaMl 
execution  generally,  render  the  few  late  numbers  a  disgraee 
to  any  publishing  bouse,  and  an  insult  to  any  intelligent  asM^ 
dation  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

WhatoTor  interest  that  might  otherwise  attach  to  these  an- 
nual publications,  is  lost  in  their  delayed  i^pearanoe.  13m 
period  which  the  new  wife  watoheth  for  etmeeptianj  moHan^  aad 
portMrdfon,  almost  always  elapses  ere  these  yoluminous,  ele- 
gant (?)  documents  make  their  appearance.  Indeed,  the  terii 
of  el^faantine  gestation  rolled  quite  around,  on  one  occasioiy 
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before  the  transactions  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  mem- 
bers! 

The  proceedings  for  1856  are  now  out,  in  nautical  lan- 
guage, abont  five  months,  and  still  there  are  no  signs  of  their 
approach.  We  trust  that  their  appearance  will  soon  be  an- 
nounced firom  Cape  Get-out,  Lands-end,  or  some  other  port. 

The  transactions  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  with 
an  occasional  biographical  notice  of  our  departed  brethren, 
will  be  all  the  data  from  which  posterity  will  be  able  to  arrive 
at  any  conclusion  concerning  the  present  generation  of  physi- 
cians in  Ohio.  And  if  we,  who  have  participated  in  the  delib- 
erations of  the  State  Society,  blush  in  the  effort  to  decipher 
from  the  blurred,  dingy  paper — ^rendered  doubly  confused  by 
error  piled  on  error—- our  own  ideas  and  those  of  our  cotempo- 
nries ;  how  much  will  we  necessarily  suffer  in  the  estimation 
of  oar  children,  and  thoso  who  follow  after  us  in  the  paths  of 
tiie  profession.  Think  of  it,  gentlemen  of  the  profession,  gen- 
tiemen  of  the  laity,  you  who  quietly  submit  to  taxation  for  the 
publication  of  documents  which  are  to  transmit  your  names 
to  coming  generations,  in  disgrace  and  ignorance.  Hare  self- 
respect  and  professional  pride  entirely  loft  you  ?  Could  you 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  reassert  the  rights  ruthlessly  wrested 
from  you,  and  place  these  matters  again  where  they  belong? 

The  talent  of  the  medical  profession  is  fast  becoming  es- 
tranged from  the  State  organization.  Apathy  and  disgust 
are  seising  the  membership,  and  soon  it  will  be  as  defunct  in 
fiict,  as  it  now  is  in  principle. 

Let  us  return  to  the  principles  of  the  fathers,  and  labor  as 
they  did  in  this  good  cause.  Then,  instead  of  boisterous,  dis- 
graceful sessions,  meager,  scurvy  transactions  issued  six, 
nine,  or  twelve  months  after  the  society  adjourns,  we  can  en- 
joy wholesome,  scientific  debates,  and  publish  a  well-developed 
volume,  richly  stored  with  sound  medical  doctrine,  six  weeks, 
or  two  months,  after  each  session  of  the  association. 

No  good  and  sufficient  reason  can  be  furnished  for  these 
imperfections,  and  repeated  derelictions.    If  the  transactions 
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of  the  State  Society  can  be  pablished  at  all,  one,  or  two  montbs 

at  most,  would  furnish  ample  time  for  any  publishing  honae 
to  perform  the  work,  and  do  it  well.  Once  within  our  recol- 
lection, and  once  only,  have  the  proceedings  been  distributed 
within  the  above  period,  but  the  style  and  mechanical  exe- 
cution have  never  come  up  to  the  standard  of  the  literary  and 
scientific  publications  in  our  State.  We  can  boast  of  publish- 
ing houses  which,  in  perfection  and  efficiency  in  their  depart- 
ments, vie  with  the  very  first  of  this  or  any  other  land.  Then, 
we  would  ask,  why  patronize  country  newspaper  and  cheap 
publication  offices,  which  are  unprepared  to  execute  a  credit- 
able job  of  book-work,  in  preference  to  those  we  have  just 
mentioned.  The  publishing  committee  have  no  right  to  run 
all  over  the  State,  to  ascertain  where  the  cheapest  job  can  be 
done.  It  is  this  cheap  jobbing  that  has  disgusted  the  profes- 
sion, and  induced  its  members  to  withhold  their  support  and 
patronage  from  the  society.  Give  to  them  a  clear,  healthy, 
vigorous  looking  volume — an  equivalent  for  their  money — in- 
stead of  a  spongy,  dingy,  scorbutic  sheet,  and  our  word  for  it 
there  will  be  no  lacking  for  funds  to  defray  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  such  a  publication. 

The  labors  of  our  professional  brethren,  of  this  State,  are 
in  demand  wherever  science  is  cultivated.  Their  productions 
embellish  the  pages  of  every  medical  journal  of  any  reputation 
that  is  published  in  America.  The  American  Association  for 
the  advancement  of  science,  the  most  exclusively  learned  body 
of  this  continent,  solicit  their  contributions  and  co-operation; 
and  the  American  Medical  Association  recognize  and  publish 
the  products  of  their  pens,  with  evident  marks  of  distinction, 
by  furnishing  to  the  authors  such  numbers  of  their  papers  as 
they  may  desire  for  private  distribution. 

Why  is  it,  then,  that  those  men  whose  reputation  for  talent, 
scholarship,  and  sound  scientific  attainments  command  for 
them  attention  and  distinction  wherever  the  English  language 
is  read,  cannot  be  cheerfully  enlisted  in  building  up  our  do- 
mestic, as  well  as  National  medical  literature,  in  order  that 
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Ae  monberB  of  our  State  Society  may  be  profited  by  their 
libors,  and  be  lumored  of  all  men  7  Why  ia  it  that  they  seek 
medical  jonmalfl  and  National  Societies  as  channels  through 
wkich  to  oommunicate  with  the  scientific  world,  in  preference 
to  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  ?  Certainly,  there  must  be 
good  and  sufficient  causes  for  this  estrangement.  To  us  the 
faaaona  are  quite  obvious.  In  a  rough  manner  we  have  at* 
taapted  to  sketch  a  few  of  the  most  prominent  of  them.  We 
alaim  no  artistic  skilL  Some  of  our  pictures  may  appear  dis- 
fforted  and  uncouth,  and  even  startle  those  whose  nerves  are 
•aiily  disturbed.  Let  us  assure  such,  ^t  they  must  notper« 
nit  themselves  to  become  agitated  at  these  scenes.  They  are 
aannally  awcted  in.  the  parent  society,  and  have  been  drawn 
from  a  bird's-eye  view  of  each  field  of  operation.  In  them,  we 
Inst  that  some  will  '^  see  themselves  as  others  see  them,"  and 
abandon  nonsense  and  chicanery,  for  sober  realities;  and 
tken,  and  not  till  then,  will  good  eome  out  of  our  meeting 
tagether. 


Smcen^ful  Termmatian^  in  a  ea»e  of  Ifomud  Preananey^ 
^  eompHeated  wUh  ExtrorUtmne.    By  EnwiK  R.  Mauok, 

M.  jD.  of  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

I  was  eaUed,  September  8th,  1856,  to  attend  Mrs. ^ 

aged  about  thirty-five,  in  her  third  confinement 

On  inquiry,  she  stated  to  me  that  her  health  had  been  good ; 
and,  as  her  pains  were  regular,  she  was  delivered,  in  a  few 
hmra,  of  a  fine  female  child,  which  weighed  eight  pounds. 

I  observed  notlung  unusual  in  her  condition  or  symptoms 
at  the  time,  except  that  the  placenta  adhered  slightly,  at  or 
Biar  the  left  fallopian  tube,  or  its  orifice. 

This  adhesion,  however,  was  slight,  as  it  was  detached  by 
a  gentle  twisting  motion  given  to  that  portk>n  of  the  placenta 
vUdi  presented,  thus  r^dering  it  unnecessary  to  introduce 
tha  hand  into  the  womb  for  its  detachment* 
VOL.  xvn. — ^No.  44. 
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On  examination  of  the  placenta  to  see  if  any  portion  had 
been  lefk;,  I  discovered,  at  the  part  which  I  supposed  adhered, 
an  appearance  which  indicated  that  it  had  been  attached  at 
that  point  in  a  manner  different  from  the  ordinary  attadi* 
ment,  the  part  appearing  aa  if  it  had  been  torn  from  some- 
thing to  which  it  had  adhered  very  tenaciously. 

Bat,  as  no  portion  of  it  appeared  to  have  been  left,  I  passed 
the  matter  by,  without  any  further  concern  at  the  time ; 
and,  as  she  appeared  quite  well,  I  left,  and  saw  no  more  of 
her  till  the  following  day,  September  9th,  at  which  time,  all 
her  symptoms  being  good,  I  discharged  her,  not  intending  to 
Tisit  her  again. 

On  the  11th  of  September,  three  days  after  her  confine- 
ment, the  husband  consulted  me  in  relation  to  a  tumor,  which 
he  said  had  given  her  some  inconvenience,  and  more  <Hr  leas 
pain,  during  the  six  or  eight  preceding  months. 

He  represented  the  tumor  as  being  the  sise  of  a  hen's  egg, 
and  occupying  the  left  iliac  region ;  and  that  it  was  then 
giving  her  some  uneasiness.  He  assured  me  that  she  had 
never  suffered  from  hernia,  and  promised  to  notify  me  if  it 
gave  her  any  serious  inconvenience. 

I  was  called,  September  12th,  four  days  after  her  confine- 
ment, in  great  haste,  and  found  that  she  had  been  suffering 
the  most  excruciating  pain,  in  the  left  iliac  region,  and  as  she 
thought  in  the  tumor  itself.  She  described  the  pain  as  being 
the  most  severe  she  had  ever  suffered,  and  lasting  for  twenty 
or  thirty  minutes,  and  then  suddenly  subsiding,  leaving  only 
a  slight  uneasiness  in  the  part. 

The  tumor,  too,  had  disappeared  suddenly,  with  the  pain  ; 
and  as  she  had  become  quite  easy,  I  had  a  flannel  wet  in 
warm  camphorated  spirits  applied ;  and  as  she  had  no  chill 
or  fever,  I  left,  without  any  further  prescription,  with  direo- 
tions  to  notify  me,  should  the  tumor  again  make  its  appear- 
ance, or  the  pain  return. 

On  the  following  day,  September  13th,  a  slight  contraction 
of  the  womb  (or  what  she  called  a  severe  after-pain)  brought 
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■nray  a  perfectly  formed  fcetaB,  as  described  to  me  by  the 
mother  of  the  lady,  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  length, 
and  about  the  sise  of  the  thumb.  She  examined  it  with  a 
neighboring  lady,  with  great  care,  and  assured  me  that  it  was 
perfectly  formed,  but  that  it  felt  very  hard. 

During  the  same  pain,  there  was  also  expelled  what  was 
probably  the  placenta,  which  she  described  as  a  circular  piece 
of  flesh,  about  the  size  of  a  dollar,  though  somewhat  thicker. 
This  they  also  examined  carefully,  and  washed  it  in  water, 
in  order  to  be  sure  that  it  was  not  coagulated  blood,  and  were 
thus  sure  that  it  was  flesh,  as  they  called  it. 

I  need  hardly  say,  that  the  character  of  the  ladies  in  ques- 
tion is  such,  that  their  statement  in  this  matter  is  entirely 
reliable. 

Now,  here  was  a  case  in  which  a  normal  pregnancy  was 
carried  out,  with  a  fallopian  pregnancy  occurring  at  the  same, 
or  some  previous  time  ;  the  fallopian  foetus,  with  its  placenta, 
being  expelled  from  the  fallopian  tube,  into  the  womb,  doubt- 
less, during  the  severe  pain  which  occurred  the  fourth  day 
after  her  confinement,  and  expelled  Irom  the  womb  the  fifth 
day,  as  above  described. 

I  do  not  know  whether  a  case  similar  to  this  has  ever  oc- 
curred or  been  noticed  before. 

The  fallopian  foetus,  in  this  case,  with  its  placenta,  must 
have  occupied  that  portion  of  the  tube  nearest  the  womb ; 
and  I  suspect  the  two  placentas  adhered  to  each  other,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  tube ;  and  that  the  slight  twist  which  I  gave 
the  uterine  placenta,  to  detach  it,  detached  or  loosened  the 
fidlopian  placenta  and  foetus,  and  thus  probably  favored 
their  expulsion  into  the  womb,  as  it  occurred  the  fourth  day 
afker,  instead  of  the  tubes  bursting  and  their  being  expelled 
into  the  peritoneal  sac,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases. 

She  does  not  remember  to  have  noticed  the  tumor  previous 
to  her  last  pregnancy  ;  but  thinks  it  had  been  visible  for  the 
kit  six  or  eight  months  before  her  confinement ;  thus  render* 
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it  probable  that  the  uterine  and  fallopian  ooneeptionSy 
irred  at,  or  nearly  at  the  same  time. 
!he  left  fallopian  tube,  which  evidently  contained  the 
»UB  in  this  case^  must  have  contracted  very  soon  after  its 
pulsion  of  the  foetus,  to  nearly  its  natural  size ;  as  there 
48,  since  the  severe  paroxysm  of  pain  alluded  to,  been  no 
ppearance  of  a  tumor  in  the  left  Qiac  region ;  and  the  lady 
a  now,  September  25th,  quite  well. 
.  aeneva,  N.  Y.,  Sept,  25^,  1856. 


Spoimodie  condition  of  the  neek  and  body  of  ike  Uieru9  per^ 
sisting  during  the  whole  of  labor  and  more  than  twenty 
hours  after  death.  By  Dr.  Jobert,  of  Guyonville.  (Trans- 
lated from  the  Gazette  des  HonpiUmxy  by  J.  H.  T.) 

R.  T.,  aged  thirty-five  years,  and  of  a  strong  sanguine 
constitution.  Pregnant  for  the  first  time,  she  had  undergone 
during  the  whole  of  gestation  the  inconveniences  inseparable 
from  a  voracious  appetite.  The  consequences  of  that  voraci^ 
were  frequent  indigestions,  and  a  continual  uneasiness  in  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  However,  she  arrived  at  the  full  term 
of  gestation.  With  the  earliest  pains  a  midwife  was  called 
in  ;  and  an  examination  made.  The  neck  of  the  uterus  had 
begun  to  open  and  the  labor  appeared  to  commence  well. 

The  first   day  passed  without  any  progress,  though  the 
woman  complained  much.     At  the  end  of  this  first  day  i 
second  examination  made  known  that  little  change  had  bee 
made  in  the  state  of  the  neck ;  it  had  become  thin,  but  w? 
hard,  and  scarcely  would  aJmit  the  extremity  of  the  fing* 
That  night  was  calm,  the  patient  not  even  experiencing  f 
slightest  pain.     At  the  beginning  of  the  second  day  the  p« 
reappeared,  but  they  were  trifling,  and  very  distant.    At 
visit,  the  midwife  having  again  made  an  examination,  fc 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  in  the  same  state  as  at  the  i 
previous — the  neck  effaced,  but  the  mouth  very  hard,  an 


little  opeB.  In  the  meantime  the  patient  fdt  compelled  to  bear 
down  oontinually,  wasting  her  strength  in  yain  efforts.  At 
tbe  dose  of  the  day  she  was  bled,  and  had  a  comfortable 
night. 

On  the  morrow  (third  day)  the  patient^  who  had  slept  almost 
the  whole  night,  awoke  a  prey  to  the  most  violent  pains :  she 
eried  oat,  and  declared  that  she  felt  the  child  coming.  A 
messenger  hurried  after  the  midwife,  who  came  and  fonnd 
things  but  little  changed  from  yester  eyening;  the  mouth 
being  only  a  little  more  dilated.  Confidence  was  given  to 
tbe  patient  by  telling  her  that  her  labor  was  now  progress- 
ing. This  was  at  seven  in  the  morning,  and  at  midday  there 
was  nothing  new :  the  woman  tossed  about,  complained,  and 
gradually  became^  weaker,  still  being  unable  to  resist  the 
tendency  to  bear  down.  By  a  new  examination  the  midwife 
discovered  that  the  bag  of  waters  now  began  to  present,  and 
during  this  procedure  the  membranes  broke  spontaneously. 
Two  hours  after  an  arm  was  without,  and  the  other  hand 
presented  soon  after. 

At  this  time  all  the  pains  lefti,  and  the  womb,  when  felt 
across  the  walls  of  the  abdomen,  appeared  struck  with  the 
most  complete  inertia.  Fifteen  grains  of  ergot  were  now 
pven.  Quickly  the  face  became  animated:  the  agitation 
increased  more  and  more;  and  a  second  venesection  was 
employed.  The  pains  appeared  again  to  awaken,  but  were 
of  litde  foree,  and  at  distant  intervals.  The  mouth  of  tbe 
uterus  appeared  now  more  firm  than  at  the  first  bleeding.  A 
second  dose  of  ergot  was  now  given. 

The  night  now  had  come  on,  and  the  friends  became 
uneasy :  for,  during  three  long  days,  the  patient  had  been 
in  the  same  condition.  By  the  advioe  of  the  midwife  a 
physician  (officier  de  sante)  was  called  in,  and  after  seeing 
Ae  ease  he  advised  that  the  arm  should  be  amputated,  and 
other  manoBuvres  made  of  the  same  nature.  To  this  the  mid- 
wife would  not  agree,  and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  reporter 
was  called  in. 
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Midnight. — The  &ce  is  now  tnrgid  ^nd  lirid,  the  patient 
18  a  prey  to  the  most  violent  agitation :  the  pnlse  is  small  and 
rapid ;  one  arm  is  without  the  yalya^  and  the  other  deeply 
engaged.  The  womb,  pressed  upon  across  the  abdominal 
walls,  remains  without  any  sensible  movement,  and  in  this 
condition  has  now  remained  for  twenty  hours ;  being  drawn 
up  within  itself  as  at  the  ordinary  periods  of  uterine  contrac- 
tion during  labor. 

After  this  history  of  the  case  from  the  midwife,  and  an 
examination,  I  was  led  to  think  that  the  cmc  was  one  of 
spasmodic  contraction  of  the  neck  and  sides  of  the  womb, 
rather  than  one  of  inertia.  In  consequence  I  prescribed  a 
bath,  in  which  the  patient  remained  two  hours.  At  the  same 
time  the  vagina  and  mouth  were  largely  rubbed  with  bella- 
%  donnae  ointment.  The  spasm  now  appeared  to  yield,  and  the 
i  mouth  was  sufficiently  enlarged  to  admit  of  obstetrical  ma- 
noeuvres. Of  this  state  I  took  advantage  and  attempted 
turning,  but  my  efforts  were  fruitless^  I  could  well  succeed 
in  introducing  the  hand  into  the  womb,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  maintain  it  there.  The  mouth  contracted  spasmodically 
with  such  tightness  around  the  wrist,  that  the  hand  lost  all 
powei:  of  feeling.  Many  manoeuvres  were  tried,  but  all  un- 
successfully. The  patient  was  worn  down  with  the  cries 
which  she  gave  out  and  the  efforts  which  she  made,  notwith- 
standing that  they  seemed  involuntary.  A  profound  syncope 
supervened :  all  the  assistants  thought  her  dead,  for  she  had 
a  hideous  pallor,  with  absence  of  pulse,  and  relaxation  com- 
plete of  all  the  body,  and  of  the  members  in  particular. 

In  presence  of  dangers  which  I  had  foreseen  for  several 
hours,  I  felt  myself  authorized  in  recommencing  my  ma- 
noeuvres ;  I  therefore  ascertained  again  the  state  of  the  parts. 
The  mouth  was  now  largely  open,  and  the  womb  without 
any  movement,  or  contraction  :  the  hand  now  penetrated 
without  the  least  resistance,  and  version  was  accomplished 
with  extreme  facility ;  the  feet,  the  knees,  and  the  breech 
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ifnickly  passed  through  the  TulTa ;  the  child  had  been  dead 
0ome  time. 

In  the  meantime  the  woman  had  regained  her  consciouB- 
nesa,  and  at  once  the  month  contracted  spasmodically  around 
the  shoulders  of  the  child.  AH  efforts  to  disengage  the 
presenting  arm  were  abortive,  and  it  was  not  until  two 
hours  of  trying  had  passed  that  the  unfortunate  woman  com- 
plained of  some  uneasiness  in  the  parts ;  I  perceived  another 
relaxation  of  the  mouth,  and  I  succeeded  in  delivering  suc- 
eeasively  the  shoulders  and  arms. 

All  was  however  not  yet  finished,  and  greater  difficulties 
still  arose  which,  in  fact,  were  insurmountable,  because  they 
admitted  of  no  obstetrical  manoeuvres,  either  manual  or  instru- 
mental. The  uterus  had  suddenly  contracted  upon  itself,  and 
to  such  a  degree  that  it  was  not  larger  than  two  fists,  and  it 
was  as  hard  as  a  stone;  at  the  same  time  the  mouth  of 
the  uterus  was  drawn  spasmodically  around  the  neck  of  the 
diild,  and  was  of  a  hardness  extraordinary.  What  must  be 
done  T  bleed  or  use  the  bath,  or  both  ?  The  debility  of  the 
patient  was  extreme,  there  was  a  profound  and  general  pros- 
tration ;  the  pulse  small  and  oppressed,  disappearing  under 
the  finger,  the  face  was  pale,  and  the  eyes  dull  and  lan- 
guishing. 

Three  hours  passed  in  this  condition  of  distress  for  the 
woman,  and  of  anxiety  for  us  all.  Finally,  the  patient  cried 
out  most  distressingly,  and  called  me,  saying  that  the  pains 
had  returned.  I  approached  and  found  her  dead.  I  could 
do  nothing  more  for  her.  I  made  at  this  time  another  effort 
to  extract  the  head,  but  without  success.  In  vain  did  the  mid- 
wife at  ten,  and  fifteen  hours  after  death,  attempt  extraction 
of  the  head :  the  mouth,  continuing  convulsed,  remained  tight 
fike  a  cord  around  the  neck  of  the  foetus.  In  a  word  all  the 
parts  convulsed  had  preserved  exactly  the  same  rigidity  as 
they  had  during  life. 
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A  case  of  Hydatids  and  Abscess  of  the  Liver.  Treated  by  Ab- 
bury  Evans,  M.  D.,  of  Covington,  Kv.,  late  Professor  of  the 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Snrj^ry  in  the  Medical  College 
of  Ohio,  and  Clinical  Surgery  m  the  Commercial  Hoapitu, 
Cincinnati.  Read  before  the  Covington  and  Newport 
Medical  Society,  Oct.  6th»  1856. 

I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  D ^  of  Newport,  on  the  15th 

of  August  last,  in  consultation  with  our  friend  Dr.  Foster. 

Mrs.  D ^is  a  native  of  Wales,  aged  34,  and  has  been 

married  nine  years.  Sbe  was  bom  and  reared  in  a  mona- 
.  tainous  region,  and  is  of  a  healthy  family.  She  has  from 
childhood  been  slight  and  delicate.  Her  health,  however,  was 
not  notably  bad ;  and  was,  at  the  time  of  marriage,  pretty  good. 
Says  she  had  some  uneasiness  in  the  right  side  during  her 
maidenhood — ^nothing  well  marked,  however,  until  after  the 
birth  of  her  first  child,  about  eight  years  ago.  Her  preg- 
nancy was  attended  by  much  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  after 
confinement  she  complained  of  considerable  pain  in  the  right 
side,  and  in  the  loins.  She  has  had  four  children,  one  of 
whom  was  still-born.  Each  pregnancy  was  marked  by  much 
sickness,  and  after  delivery  the  pain  of  the  side  was  increased 
-^— in  a  word  she  became  more  and  more  an  invalid. 

After  the  second  confinement,  a  distinct  fullness  of  the 
lower  right  ribs  was  presented,  and  extended,  in  a  diminished 
degree,  all  round  the  anterior  and  lateral  portions  of  the 
body. 

About  four  years  since,  the  ribs  on  the  right  side  were  disr 
tinctly  bulged  out  in  the  hepatic  region.  She  has  since  borne 
two  living  and  healthy  children.  All  her  labors  were  easy, 
although  pregnancy  was  always  painful,  and  towards  the  close 
of  each  she  was  nearly  helpless. 

One  year  ago  the  swelling  was  very  distinct.  It  was  thought 
to  be  mere  fullness,  not  a  well  defined  tumor.   She  was  treated 
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fbr  "weakneBs"  by  the  various  physioianB  irho  prescribed  for 
her. 

Her  last  pregnancy  was  as  nsnal,  except  tbat  some  weeks 
before  deliTery  she  was  attacked  by  diarrhea,  which  persisted 
up  to  the  time  of  my  visit.  She  gave  birth  to  her  last  child  on 
June  8th,  1856.  No  physician  was  present — ^her  mother  at- 
tended. Four  weeks  after  her  delivery,  she  called  at  the 
office  of  Dr.  Foster,  of  Newport,  for  hie  advice,  and  complained 
of  "  wind  and  weakness.''  Dr.  F.  had  no  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining her.  He  gave  her  carminatives.  About  a  week  after- 
wards she  called  on  a  physician  of  Oincinnati,  and  was  then  so 
swollen  as  to  present  externally  the  signs  of  a  seven  months' 
pregnancy.  About  two  weeks  after  this  she  sent  for  our 
•ftiend  Dr.  Thornton,  who  found,  upon  a  careful  examination, 
a  weU  defined  tumor  in  the  right  ride^  extending  across  the 
abdomen  towards  the  spleen  and  umbilious.  The  lower  ribs 
were  bulged  outward. 

August  1st,  1856,  Dr.  Foster  was  called  to  see  her  at  her 
bouse.   Dr.  F.  found  the  tumor  present  the  same  appearances 

as  noted  by  Dr.  Thornton.     Mrs.  D had  diarrhea  in 

<  bad  form,  and  was  greatly  emaciated.  I  saw  her,  with  Dr. 
F.,  August  16th.  Her  complexion  was  waxy  and  sallow ;  she 
was  emaciated,  weak,  had  no  appetite,  complained  of  pain  over 
and  around  the  hypochondriac  and  epigastric  regions,  which 
was  increased  by  pressure  and  percussion.  Her  tongue  was 
red,  smooth,  shining,  and  uncoated;  and  the  mouth  and  tongue 
sore ;  had  a  constant  diarrhea  with  pain,  the  discharges  often 
greenish  in  color,  and  many  of  them  containing  mucus  and 
blood.  The  symptoms  presented  an  assemblage  characteristic 
of  the  disease  now  known  as  ^'nursing  sore  mouth,"  and  her 
general  condition,  a  result  of  this  disease,  which  had  persisted 
for  many  weeks,  was  so  bad  as  to  hold  out  little  hope  for  her 
recovery ;  indeed,  death  seemed  to  be  not  very  distant. 

The  lonal  affection  gave  the  following  appearances :  A  dis- 
tinct tumor  could  be  felt  in  the  right  side  extending  into  the 
left.  No  outline  upward  could  be  detected ;  it  was  evidently 
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attached  to,  if  it  did  not  spring  from  the  liyer.  Ite  lower  bor- 
der was  clearly  defined,  though  roundish,  and  feeling  much 
like  the  hypertrophied  lower  border  of  the  liTcr.  It  readied 
nearly  to  the  umbilicus,  and  ran  up  toward  the  spleen;  pre9» 
sure  gave  pain,  and  she  had  sharp  flying  psins  very  fi^nent- 
ly,  such  as  might  be  supposed  to  arise  from  a  slight  peri- 
tonitis. 

Percussion  emitted  a  dull  sound  all  over  the  swelling.  Dis- 
tinct  fluctuation  could  be  felt,  greatest  at  the  most  prominent 
portion  of  the  tumor,  just  above  and  to  the  right  side  of  the 
umbilicus ;  the  whole  surface  was  hbulatedj  and  the  tumor  wae 
immovable.  The  bowels  were  greatly  shrunken,  and  did  not 
give  so  clear  a  sound,  on  percussion,  as  usual.  This  waa 
owing  to  her  extreme  emaciation.  Was  the  tumor  ovarian  f 
It  had  begun  above,  where  disease  of  some  sort  had  prevailed 
for  many  years,  and,  moreover,  no  attachment  below  the  navel 
could  be  found.  Was  it  an  enlarged  spleen  ?  The  mass  lay 
chiefly  upon  the  right  side  and  she  had  never  had  ague.  Waa 
it  abscess  of  the  liver  ?  She  has  had  no  fever,  and  no  symp- 
toms heretofore  which  would  clearly  mark  an  hepatitis — nev- 
ertheless, as  the  tumor  is  hepatic,  it  is,  probably,  either  an 
abscess  of  the  liver  ^  a  great  cysty  or  a  collection  of  hydatide. 
The  constitutional  symptoms  did  not  positively  forbid  the  idea 
of  abscess,  nor  did  they  clearly  fayor  it. 

The  treatment  was  for  her  general  condition.  We  gave  the 
presesquinitrate  of  iron,  nitric  acid,  cod-liver  oil,  and  ale ;  with 
opium  for  the  relief  of  pain.  A  few  days  only  were  required 
for  her  great  improvement.  In  forty-eight  hours  her  diarrhea 
was  gone,  and  all  the  other  symptoms  were  greatly  mitigated. 
Powerful  as  this  preparation  of  iron  is,  I  have  never  seen  it 
show  its  marvelous  powers  more  decidedly  than  in  this  case, 
and  will  here  take  occasion  to  commend  it  to  the  profession 
(for  I  fear  it  is  not  used  often  enough),  as  one  of  the  most 
powerful  means  we  have  for  the  treatment  of  the  chronic  diar- 
rhea of  women. 

The  tongue   lost    its   redness,   the    papill®  reappeared, 
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strengdiy  and  appetite  were  increasedy  and  her  spirits  greatly 
inproTed* 

The  tamor,  however,  kept  steadily  increasing,  and  in  three 
W€ek$  was  greatly  enlarged.  The  bowels,  which  before  were 
wo  amall,  and  seemed  almost  attached  to  the  spine,  were  now 
swoUen  and  tympanitia  The  abdomen  presented  at  a  mere 
glance  the  aspect  of  a  case  of  ascites.  Percussion  soon  remo* 
Tad  this  illusion.  A  little  effusion  was  found  in  the  perrito- 
d,  the  bowels  in  the  lower  and  lateral  parte  of  the  abdo- 
i  yielded  a  clear,  fuH  sound,  and  the  tumor  still  emitted  ite 
dnll  flat  sound.  Fluctuation  was  distinct,  and  the  tumor  not  so 
lobnlated  as  before.  The  pain  was  greater  and  had  been  con- 
■laiilly  increasing  for  some  time.  About  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember her  feet  were  noticed  to  be  swollen. 

Sept.  21st,  Dr.  Foster  and  I  called.  I  have  not  seen  her 
for  some  time.  She  is  much  worse,  has  had  one  or  two  renew- 
ab  of  diarrhea,  which  the  iron,  ete.,  promptly  relieved. 

She  is  confined  te  bed,  and  has  been  for  ten  or  fifteen  days. 
Hm  tumor  is  so  heavy,  and  gives  rise  to  so  much  dragging 
pain,  in  the  erect  position,  as  to  prevent  her  walking  even  a 
few  steps. 

She  lies  on  the  back,  as  turning  to  either  side  gives  much 
pain ;  pressure  and  percussion,  also,  increase  her  suffering. 
She  has  taken  large  doses  of  opium  to  assuage  the  pain. 

She  has  long  been  anxious  for  an  operation.    She  knows 
a  lady  from  whom  I  removed  a  large  ovarian  tumor,  and  who 
I  thereby  restored  to  perfect  health,  and  supposes  that  of 
I  can,  by  an  operation,  do  the  same  for  her. 

Wednesday,  24th  Sept,  Prof.  Lawson  and  I  saw  her.  The 
toMNT  was  still  larger,  great  pain ;  it  is  less  lobulated,  and 
defined;  fluctuation  more  distinct;  bowels  prominent;  no 
great  constitutional  symptoms;  evidences  of  hepatic  origin 
dear;  percussion  shows  liver  does  not  asoend  as  high  as 
The  tumor  has  probably  dragged  it  downward.  Prof. 
L.  agrees  with  Dr.  F.  and  myself  as  to  the  propriety  of  open* 
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mnmsoie.  OoreM  inspeotton  proved  itechiurioter,  snd  1 4iA 
throfit  a  needle  through  it  to  determine  the  aeiure  of  the  txmr 
tents.  Pas  escaped.  A  slight  but  not  sufficient  adhoeion  had 
taken  place  between  iiie  two  faces  of  the  peritonennu  I  there- 
fore would  not  open  the  ewelling,  for  fear  of  the  eaoape 
of  pus  into  the  cavity.  The  exit  of  pus  seemed  to  fiilly  demr 
onstrate  the  nature  of  the  contents.  Yet,  as  will  be.  seen,  it 
did  not,  but  really  deceived  ns  more  than  any  other  mode  of 
exploration  we  had  employed.  Two  sutures,  at  the  auggcfr- 
tion  of  Dr.  Fries,  were  introduced  into,  not  tiirovj^  the  peri^ 
toneum,  and  through  the  edges  of  the  wound,  thereby  wiiting 
them  firmly.  It  was  thought  this  would  promote  union  of 
the  peritoneal  surfaces  more  rapidly  than  otherwise.  Phrfl 
Laweon  gave  her  a  small  quantity  of  letheon.  She  was 
fiot  totally  insensible,  and  sufiered  some  pain.  She 
more  than  could  be  expected,  and  complained  of  mnch] 
Half  a  drachm  of  tinct  opii  was  given,  which  soon  relioTel 


r,  And  Bhe  rested  well  during  the  night  A  firm  bandage 
I  placed  around  the  body  by  Dr.  Fries. 

Friday  26th.  Twenty-fonr  hours  after  the  dirision  of  the 
anacles,  etc,  Dra.  Foster  and  Temple  present,  I  proceeded 
to  evaonate  the  supposed  abscess.  The  surfaces  were  well 
uhad,  and  the  whole  wound  covered  with  lympL  I  thrust 
in  a  trocar  and  canula,  which  permitted  the  escape  of  pus 
that  presented  a  healthy  appearance  in  all  respects,  except 
being  too  thin,  as  if  mixed  with  water.  When  two  or  three 
onncea  had  flowed,  the  appearance  of  the  discharge  wholly 
dunged.  It  was  now  nothing  but  water.  An  ounce  or  so 
eMaped  and  then  the  flow  ceased.  I  ran  a  probe  through  the 
eannlsi  and  pus  ran  out,  and  then  a  quantity  of  water.  Both 
soon  quit  flowing,  and  it  was  plain  that  the  cyst  could  not  be 
Miptkd  through  the  oanula ;  I  therefore  incised  the  sac,  with 
a-loiife,  to  the  extent  of  two  inches,  when  a  great  gush  of  pus 
aad  hydatidie  cysts  leaped  from  the  wound  to  a  distance  of 
aereral  feet 

Buoh  was  the  rapidity  of  their  escape,  that  we  could  not 
ceUeet  them.  We  had  at  first  a  pint  cup  to  catch,  and  meas- 
ure the  quantity  of  the  contents.  The  pus  and  cysts  passed 
ersr  this,  and  we  had  to  stand  aside  to  keep  from  being  coy- 
srad  with  them.  A  large  bowl  was  at  length  obtained,  and 
(he  discharge  was  received  in  it.  The  whole  affair  was  so  novel 
end  interesting,  that  I  closed  the  wound,  and  sent  for  several 
Mighboring  physicians.  In  a  little  while  Prof.  Lawson,  and 
Dr.  Tripler,  of  the  army,  arrived,  and  the  wound  was  again 
•poned.  At  each  inspiration,  pus  and  hydatids  leaped  out. 
The  small  ones,  and  those  of  the  sise  of  a  hen  egg,  escaped 
without  diflBculty ;  the  largest,  near  the  sise  of  a  goose  egg 
widiout  ite  shell,  hung  in  the  wound,  and  then  floundered  out. 
Il  was  a  curious  sight.  Some  one  compared  it  to  the  flight 
ef  Boraan  candles.  The  cysts  varied  in  sise,  from  a  large 
dieny  to  near  a  goose  egg,  and  numbered  about  200.  The 
form  was  generally  spherical.  Some  were  pear-shaped,  and 
there  was  a  difierence  in  their  fullness.    The  larger  were  not 
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ftilly  distended,  and  oonld  be  flattened ;  the  small  ones  were 
quite  round,  filled  to  their  capacity,  and  elastic.  I  dropped 
one,  the  size  of  a  boy's  marble,  on  a  plate,  and  it  sprang  op 
several  inches.  All  were  more  or  less  elastic  and  translnceati 
though  in  various  degrees.  About  a  gallon  of  pus  was  dis- 
charged. The  cavity  had  a  capacity  of  from  a  gallon  and  a 
half  to  two  gallons. 

She  was  somewhat  alarmed  at  the  rapid  escape  of  the  mat- 
ter and  hydatids,  and  when  a  very  large  one  would  hang  in 
the  wound,  would  complain,  more  from  fright  than  pain.  I 
had  to  enlarge  the  wound  towards  the  close,  to  the  size  of  the 
outer  wound,  near  three  inches.  I  introduced  my  finger  into 
the  sac,  and  it  bled  freely.  I  suppose  three  or  four  ounces 
altogether.  The  most  of  this  came  from  within.  Along  with 
the  blood,  and  pus,  and  hydatids,  there  flowed  an  ounce  or  so 
of  pure,  thin,  yellow  bile.  Injected  with  tinct.  iodine  and 
water,  equal  parts.  She  did  not  sink  so  much  as  yesterday. 
Dr.  Foster  gave  ten  drops  of  laudanum.  A  strong  bandage 
was  applied,  with  an  opening  over  the  wound,  to  permit 
the  escape  of  pus,  etc.  She  called  for,  and  ate  food, 
during  night,  and  rested  very  well. 

Saturday,  27th  Sept.— Called  at  11,  A.  M.,  with  Dr.  Rou- 
dabush.  There  had  been  little  discharge.  She  had  lain  on 
the  back  all  night.  The  opening  was  much  contracted,  and 
the  whole  abdomen  fallen  in.  I  re-opened  the  wound,  and  a 
free  discharge  of  pus  followed,  carrying  with  it  fifty  or  more 
cysts.  At  length  the  opening  was  choked  with  what  seemed 
a  ruptured  hydatid.  This  I  drew  out,  she  complaining  all  the 
while  of  pain,  I  think  more  from  fear  than  actual  hurt.  Again 
I  injected  with  iodine. 

Dr.  R.  thought  this  cyst  was  a  yard  long — ^its  width  was 
such  as  to  completely  fill  the  wound.  It  filled  a  large  saucer 
heaping  full.  Was  this  a  single  ruptured  hydatid,  or  was  it 
the  envelop  of  all  ?    The  matrix  f    A  copious  flow  of  pus  fol  - 
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lowed  its  remoyaly  and  a  free  discbarge  of  yellow  bile  also  oc- 
eurred,  amounting  to  seyeral  ounces. 

Whence  tbis  escape  of  bile?  Has  ulceration  laid  open  some 
of  the  bile  ducts  ? 

Injected  with  iodine. 

Called  again  at  4,  P.  M.,  with  Drs.  Foster,  Thornton,  of 
Newport,  Lee,  Tibbetts,  Manfred,  and  Boudabush,  of  CoTing- 
too,  and  Frank  Smith,  of  Boone  county. 

IC  is  necessary  to  thrust  in  the  canula  to  open  the  wound 
fofficiently  for  an  easy  discharge.  This  was  done.  A  free 
•■cape  of  pus  took  place,  along  with  large  ruptured  hydatids, 
and  a  large  number  of  small  perfect  ones.  The  siio  of  these 
latter  was  that  of  a  pea,  and  less.  Some  bile  again  flowed 
oat  Iiy ected  with  iodine.  The  discharge  does  not  smell  bad 
at  all,  and  is  lessening  in  quantity.  The  sac  is  manifestly 
oontracting. 

Sunday  morning,  28th  Sept. — Slept  well  last  night;  has  no 
foTer.  Passed  canula,  and  let  out  a  pint  of  healthy  pus ;  no 
ImeH.  Is  iodine  preserving  it?  Bowels  tympanitic.  HaTe 
lot  been  moved  since  operation.  Injected  freely  with  iodine. 
Gave  enema  of  turpentine,  which  produced  in  an  hour  a 
free,  healthy  evacuation. 

Introduced  a  flexible  (gum)  catheter  into  wound,  the  end 
flat  off,  to  keep  wound  open,  and  permit  discharge.  Fastened, 
to  bandage  round  body. 

Monday,  29th. — ISo  fever ;  not  quite  so  well ;  not  so  cheer- 
frd ;  tongue  trembles,  and  looks  a  little  red.  Matter  flowed 
all  night,  wetting  bandage  and  clothes.  Wind  passed  last 
night,  and  bowels  moved  this  morning ;  discharge  healthy. 
Hot  much  appetite,  though  she  has  eaten  a  little  food.  Let 
oat  some  matter,  which  looks  and  smells  well.  Injected  wound 
as  heretof<N-e, 

Tuesday,  SOth. — ^A  large  discharge  of  pus  last  night.  Dr. 
Foater  injected  the  wound  with  iodine.  A  large  number  of 
small  hydatids  escaped.   This  has  occurred  every  day.    Some 
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fretfalnesB  of  palse,  and  not  a  good  appetite.  Not  so  welL 
Some  tympanitis,  which  I  think  is  favorable,  as  the  bowels 
thereby  compress  the  sac  against  the  bandage,  and  keep  oat 
the  atmospheric  air.  Is  not  this  one  reason  why  the  pus  haa 
not  putrified  ? 

Wednesday,  Oct.  Ist, — Saw  her  in  afternoon*  Not  so  moclL 
discharge.  Several  hydatids,  of  the  size  of  peas,  passed*  A 
large  one  had  blocked  up  the  catheter,  and  prevented  escape 
of  pns.     She  has  a  good  appetite,  and  looks  and  feels  well. 

Thursday,  Oct.  2d. — Drs.  Fries,  Foster,  and  Profs.  Graham 
and  Lawson  saw  her  with  me.  She  feels  welL  Lodks  better* 
Dr.  Fries  has  not  seen  her  for  a  week,  and  is  struck  with  her 
improvement  in  every  way.  Sowels  shrunken.  Wound  has 
risen  up  to  short  ribs,  an  ascent  of  several  inches.  Withdrew 
catheter — a  ruptured  cyst  in  it ;  not  much  discharge.  Injected 
iodine.  Can  force  in  only  about  an  ounce.  DiUlneas  upon 
percussion  shows  an  outline  not  much  larger  than  a  man's 
hand.    A  rapid  and  great  contraction  in  less  than  a  week. 

Friday,  3d  Oct.,  3  P.  M. — ^Bowels  moved  twice  to-day  ; 
natural  discharges ;  appetite  good  ;  no  fever ;  pulse  weak,  not 
fast;  tongue  trembles,  but  no  longer  red  and  smooth.  Swell 
ing  gone  from  feet ;  wound  still  liigher  over  the  ribs.  She  i$ 
nearly  tpeU,  apparently.  A  hydatid  was  in  the  catheter  this 
morning ;  there  is  none  this  afternoon — the  first  time  none  ha» 
been  absent  on  its  removal.  Injected  about  two  ounces  of 
iodine,  nearly  all  of  which  was  retained.  She  complained  of 
it  as  usual.  No  pain  on  percussion.  Percussion  shows  the  sac 
to  be  small — 2  or  3  ounces  of  iodine  fills  the  sac ;  it  once 
would  have  held  a  gallon  and  a  half. 

Saturday,  4th  Oct. — Slept  pretty  well  last  night.  Has  had 
a  good  appetite.  Has  a  little  headache,  pulse  quick,  tongue 
still  trembles ;  bowels  moved  last  night  and  this  morning- 
natural.     Feels  tired  from  lying — wanes  to  get  up. 

Abdomen  of  natural  size  ;  not  much  flow  from  wound  last 
night  and  this  morning. 
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Injected  an  ounce  or  two  of  tinct.  iodine ;  some  forced  back. 
She  may  sit  up  a  little.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  she  did  sit 
a  week  ago,  two  days  after  operation,  to  haye  her  bed  made 
«p.  No  escape  of  cysts  to-day.  We  suppose  nearly  1,000 
ItfiTe  been  discharged.  It  is  probable  their  production  has 
been  arrested  by  the  use  of  the  iodine. 

Sunday,  5th. — Was  pretty  well  in  the  morning ;  in  the  af- 
temoon  she  was  sitting  at  the  table  with  the  rest  of  the  family. 
No  discharge  from  the  cavity  to-day. 

llonday,  6th. — ^No  discharge  this  morning.  Uad  pain  in 
dde  last  night.  Afternoon. — The  catheter  sprung  out,  and 
three  cysts  escaped-— one  was  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg — ^the 
others  about  the  size  of  filberts.  At  night  she  has  a  little 
fever,  in  consequence  of  eating  pork,  cheese,  and  onions.  She 
is  a  Welsh  woman. 

RemarJcM. — Tnis  case  presents  several  points  of  interest, 
which  I  propose  to  point  out  for  discussion. 

Ist.  The  length  of  time  the  hydatids  have  probably  existed. 
The  patient's  youth  was  delicate,  though  she  had  no  decided 
disease  of  any  kind :  she  began  to  complain  of  suffering  in  the 
hepatic  region,  about  nine  years  ago.  We  may  infer  that  at 
Aat  time  the  hydatids  already  existed,  and,  as  it  is  almost 
oertain  that  they  may  be  produced,  and  increase  in  size  and 
number  for  even  a  long  period,  without  noticeable  symptoms, 
h  is  probable  she  labored  under  the  disease  at  a  period  prior 
to  that  at  which  she  began  to  complain.  Again,  it  is  highly 
probable,  nay  almost  certain,  that  for  a  number  of  years  the 
disease  existed  as  an  hydatic  collection  only.  The  abscess 
was  of  recent  occurrence.  It  is  well  known  that  hydatid 
tumors,  as  such,  may  remain  for  years  without  resulting  in 
the  formation  of  pus.  Indeed,  this  is  not  necessary  at  any 
time,  but  always  an  accident.  The  rapid  growth  and  over- 
distension of  the  cyst  may  cause  its  rupture,  or  a  process  of 
ulceration  may  occur,  and  lay  it  open ;  the  fluid  contents  will 
then  come  in  contact  with  the  adjoining  part,  and  as  they  are 
highly  irritating  will  excite  suppurative  inflammation.  The 
VOL.  xvu. — so.  45. 
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opening  may,  as  in  this  case,  be  in  connection  with  a  biliaiy 
duct.  Bile  will  consequently  discharge  into  the  cyst,  Mui 
then  occasion  suppuration.  That  biliary  ducts  emptied  into 
the  cyst  in  Mrs.  Dayies'  case,  is  prored  by  the  appearance  cf 
yellow  bile  in  the  discharges  from  the  cavity.  On  the  fini 
day  several  drams  escaped,  and  on  the  second  three  or  foD 
ounces.  In  all,  perhaps  half  a  pint  was  thus  passed  from 
the  patient.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  an  opeor 
ing  into  the  sac,  some  time  before  it  was  made,  would  have 
let  out  nothing  but  hydatids  and  their  contents.  We  may 
likewise  suppose  that  the  acuteness  of  her  pains  and  suffering 
was  due  to  the  presence  of  bile  within  the  sac,  and  the 
suppurative  inflammation  thereby  set  up. 

2d.  Is  it  not  singular  that  so  long  a  time  elapsed  before  ft 
well-marked  tumor  was  discovered  ?  Although  the  patient 
had  felt  pains  in  the  hepatic  region,  and  felt  and  saw  that  she 
was  swelled,  she  never  recognised  a  true  tumor,  nor  did  aay 
of  her  medical  attendants,  until  about  five  weeks  after  h^ 
last  confinement.  When  first  noticed,  it  was  already  large^ 
and  perfectly  distinct,  its  lower  and  lateral  outlines  being 
well  defined. 

8d.  DiagnoBis,  Budd  says,  "  The  diagnosis  of  an  hydatid 
tumor,  when  it  has  attained  such  a  size  as  to  be  readily  seen 
and  felt,  seldom  presents  much  diflSiculty."  Yet  in  mention- 
ing the  various  points  of  a  difierential  diagnosis,  he  plainly 
shows  it  may  be  difficult.  One  I  will  mention.  "  The  tumor 
can  hardly  be  mistaken  from  an  abscess,  which  never  forma 
and  attiiins  a  large  size,  without  a  high  degree  of  fever." 
Now,  this  is  a  mistake,  and  a  most  important  one.  Large  ab- 
scesses do  form  in  the  liver  without  correspondent  constitu- 
tional disturbance,  both  in  man  and  the  lower  animals.  We 
were  assured  of  this  in  considering  Mrs.  Davics'  case.  And 
had  we  not  previously  known  the  fact,  her  case  alone  would 
prove  it.  For  in  her  was  found  a  larger  abscess,  without 
preceding  chills,  shiverings,  fever,  sweats,  etc.,  which  invari- 
ably (according  to  Budd)  mark  the  use  and  progress  of  hepatic 
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ftbtcesses.  Moreover,  the  tumor  was  lobulated  when  first 
examined — an  nnosual  thing,  except  in  malignant  tumors.  Dr. 
Fobter  and  myself  made  out  a  cyst  of  the  liver.  What  its 
eontents  were,  we  could  not  decide.  Whether  a  common  or 
aft  hydatic  cyst,  we  doubted.  The  {Mresence  of  pus  was  posi- 
tiTely  determined  by  puncture,  although  it  was  supposed  to 
esiat.  The  effect  of  the  puncture  is  worthy  of  a  remark.  It 
was  made  with  a  surgeon's  needle.  Several  drops  of  pus  im- 
mediately flowed  out.  Had  one  of  the  hydatids  Iain  against 
the  puncture,  pent  water  alone  would  have  escaped,  and  the 
diagnosis  would  have  been  different.  The  means  seems  to  be 
demonstrative,  but  in  truth,  was  delusive.  Nelaton  speaks  of 
Jremi$$ement  as  a  diagnostic  sign.  This  is  a  sort  of  vibratory 
movement  which  prolongs  itself  some  time  after  the  blow. 
H^muBement  is  perceived  in  those  cases  only  where  a  number 
of  hydatids  are  in  the  cyst,  and  never  when  there  is  but  one. 
Nelaton  says  it  is  pathognomonic,  and  is  occasioned  by  the 
various  elastic  bodies  striking  against  each  other  and  thus 
prolonging  the  percussion.  This  sign,  if  present,  was  over- 
looked. 

4th.  Mode  of  Opening,  A  direct  puncture,  whether  free 
or  small,  is  always  attended  by  danger,  unless  union  has  taken 
place  between  the  sac  and  the  abdominal  walls.  If  pus,  as 
in  common  abscess  of  the  liver,  is  the  only  fluid  present,  it 
wfll,  by  escaping  into  the  peritoral  cavity,  give  rise  to  speedy 
■nd  generally  fatal  peritonitis.  The  contents  of  hydatids  are 
likewise  a  powerful  irritant.  Analogy  would  not  favor  this 
idea ;  but  observation  has  shown  it  to  be  true.  In  this  case 
there  was  not  only  pus  and  hydatic  serum,  but  also  a  consid- 
eraUe  quantity  of  bile.  Had  this  compound  fluid  been  per- 
mitted to  flow  into  the  cavity  of  the  belly,  a  frightful  inflam- 
a»tion,  leading  to  early  death,  would  have  occurred.  It  was, 
therefore,  indispensable  that  such  a  catastrophe  should,  if 
possible,  be  warded  off.  This  was  not  to  be  done  by  procuring 
union  of  the  opposing  faces  of  the  peritoneum.  Various 
BS  are  resorted  to  for  this  purpose.    Of  late  years  the 
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one  I  employed  had  received  much  favor.  Nelaton  does  not 
like  it,  and  says  it  has  often  failed,  and  Bndd  has  twioe  been 
nnsnccessfal.  Nelaton  and  others  prefer  caostic.  Bat  this  is 
tedious  and  painful.  Budd  prefers  to  leave  an  abscess  of  the 
liver  to  natnral  processes,  believing  the  liv^  cannot  eontraet 
rapidly  enough  in  the  event  of  pnnetnre. 

Graves  introduced  the  method  of  preliminary  incision^  mnd 
he  and  Stokes  have  several  times  practiced  it  with  snccess. 
Others  have  resorted  to  it  with  benefit ;  and  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  most  scientific  and  rational  method.  The  result  in 
this  case  was  strikingly  good.  Twenty-four  hours  after 
division  of  the-^kin,  muscles,  and  parietal  peritoneum,  all  the 
parts  involved  were  covered  thickly  wif;h  lymph,  and  complete 
adhesion  had  taken  place.  Effusion  into  the  cavity  was  not 
to  be  feared.  The  sutures  passed  through  a  part  of  the  vis- 
ceral peritoneum,  and  the  edges  of  the  wound,  at  the  suggee- 
^on  of  Dr.  Fries,  probably  aided  the  final  and  salutary  effect 

5th.  Nature  of  the  c&rUenti  of  the  Me.  Prof.  Lawson  made 
a  careftil  microscopical  examination,  and  has  kindly  furnished 
me  the  following  statement : 

"  The  cyst  or  cell-wall  exhibited,  under  the  microscope,  a 
finely  laminated  arrangement.  A  transverse  section  showed 
numerous  lines,  which  were  evidently  the  divisions  of  the 
various  lamina.  I  could  not  estimate  either  the  number  of 
the  lamina  or  their  thickness,  but  they  were  evidently  very 
numerous,  and  consequently  exceedingly  thin,  for  the  entire 
membrane  could  not  have  measured  more  than  half  a  line. 
The  membrane  collectively  presented  the  appearance  of  a 
simple  homogeneous  tissue,  having  neither  cellular  nor  fibrous 
arrangement.  It  manifested  a  tendency  to  roll  up  when  cut, 
and  could  be  torn  into  shreds,  but  no  fibres  could  be  detected. 

"  The  contents  of  the  cyst  consisted  of  transparent  serum, 
in  which  floated  white  flocculi,  varying  in  quality  in  different 
specimens.  On  subjecting  these  to  the  microscope  they  were 
found  to  consist  of  nimierous  cells,  varying  in  size  from  about 
the  80th  of  a  line  to  a  mere  point.    In  some  of  the  speci- 
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mens  (especially  the  larger)  these  cells  were  very  nmnerous. 
They  were  found  chiefly  in  the  white  flooculi,  in  connection 
with  a  white  amorphous  substance  in  which  they  appeared  to 
be  imbedded.  There  were  but  few  cells  found  in  the  sprum. 
Independent  of  the  flocculi,  although  numerous  granules  were 
floating  in  it.  Cells  could  be  obtained,  also,  by  scraping  the 
inner  surfiice  of  the  cyst. 

^  The  microscopic  cells  were  mostly  oral  in  form,  although 
a  few  were  observed  to  be  pyriform.  Some  were  distinctly 
granular,  and  looked  not  unlike  pus  corpuscles ;  others  con- 
tained one  or  two  nuclei.  A  majority,  however,  were  simple 
eells,  without  granules  or  nuclei.  An  evident  tendency  to 
aggregation  was  observed,  the  smaller  clustering  about  the 
larger. 

"Acetic  add  produced  no  sensible  effect  on  the  microscopic 
cells,  except  to  render  the  whole  mass  slightly  more  transpa- 
ventk  Tincture  of  iodine  produced  no  immediate  change. 
The  cells,  however,  speedily  became  tinged  with  the  iodine, 
apparently  by  penetrating  the  cell-wall. 

"  Nothing  bearing  the  appearance  of  the  eehinococei  could 
be  detected.  I  looked  carefully  and  anxiously  for  these  para- 
sites, bat  was  unable  to  verify  their  presence. 

^  The  magnifying  powers  which  I  used  were  the  inch,  half 
inch,  seventh,  and  twelfth. 

"  It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  cysts  had  been  in  alcohol  sev- 
eral days  before  the  examination  was  made ;  but  it  is  scarce- 
ly prolMkble  that  this  circumstance  would  have  prevented  the 
recognition  of  eehinococei,  had  they  been  present.  I  am  firmly 
convinced  there  were  no  animalcules  within  the  cysts." 

6th.  Meruit  of  treatment  The  preliminary  division  of  the 
akin  and  muscles  was  attended  by  a  most  favorable  result. 
Not  a  drop  of  the  contents  of  the  sac  entered  the  cavity  of 
the  belly.  This  might  not  have  occurred  without  this  proce- 
dure, as  there  was  more  or  less  union  of  the  tumor  to  the 
walls  of  the  abdomen,  and  had  been  for  some  time.  The 
large  effusion  of  plastic  lymph  over  the  wound  at  the  end  of 
one  day  showed  the  completion  of  the  union. 
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When  the  inoision  into  the  eao  had  been  made,  the  pas  and 
hydatids  leaped  out.  This  was  due  not  only  to  the  great  dia- 
tention  of  the  sac,  but  likewise  to  its  elasticity  and  rapid 
contraction. 

As  soon  as  the  cavity  was  sufficiently  evacuated,  a  tight 
bandage  was  passed  around  the  body,  and  this  has  been  kept 
on  to  the  present  period.  The  pus  had  a  healthy  appearance, 
and  tinct.  iodine  was  injected  on  the  first  day.  The  sac 
steadily  contracted.  The  iodine  perhaps  facilitated  this  in»- 
portant  movement.  The  pus  has  not,  up  to  this  time,  smeil 
or  appeared  bad.  Its  healthy  character  is  attributed  to  the 
modifying  influence  of  the  iodine,  and  the  prompt  contractions 
of  the  sac.  It  was  feared,  and  is  always  to  be  dreaded,  that 
laying  open  so  large  a  cavity  will  cause  putrefaction  of  the 
purulent  secretion,  as  well  as  a  great  increase  of  its  quantity 
— ^rendering  the  patient  liable  to  succumb  under  the  prostn^ 
ting  effects  of  the  great  drain,  and  the  absorption  of  the  un- 
healthy pus. 

The  cut  tended  to  close.  A  catheter  was  thereupon  intro* 
duced  and  kept  in.  The  internal  treatment  was  the  same  as 
before  operating,  and  such  is  suitable  to  a  chacheatic  habit, 
viz :  iron,  cod  liver  oil,  and  ale  or  wine,  with  nutritious  diet 
Her  moral  condition  was  always  good.  Previous  to  the  oper- 
ation, and  especially  during  four  or  five  days  preceding  it, 
her  suffering  was  so  great  as  to  require  the  constant  use  of 
large  doses  of  opium,  whereas  afterwards  she  never  took  but 
one  dose,  and  that  amounting  to  only  ten  drops.  The  pain 
was  rapidly  assuaged. 
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A  Treatise  an  the  Practice  of  Surgery.  By  Henrt  H.  Sanra,  M. 
1).,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Suiigery  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania ;  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  St.  Jo- 
seph's Hospital,  Philadelphia ;  Author  of  a  Treatise  on  Operative 
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Suigery,  etc.*  etc.    Blustrated  by  274  engravings  on  wood,    J. 
B.  Lippincott  A  Co.    Plul.,  18S6.    pp.  828. 

This  work,  aoconling  to  the  anthor's  pieface,  hms  boon  prepared 
to  serve  as  an  adjunct  to  his  lectures,  and,  together  with  his  treatise 
on  the  operations,  "  to  form  one  series  on  the  Science  and  Art  of 
Sugery."  Although  he  has  aimed  to  present  the  student  with  only 
the  elements  of  surgery,  he  hopes  to  excite  in  his  mind  a  spirit  of 
inquiry  that  shall  induce  him  to  study  the  more  comprehensive  trea- 
tises on  specialities,  such  as  Sir  AsUcy  Cooper's  on  Fractures  and 
Dislocations,  Diseases  of  the  Breast,  Uemia,  etc.;  Stanley  on  the 
Bones ;  Lawraoce  on  the  Eye  ;  Wilde  on  the  Ear,  etc.,  etc.  Prof, 
fimith's  experience  with  medical  students  must  have  been  very  dif- 
ineai  from  that  of  many  other  teachers,  to  inspire  him  with  the 
belief  that  the  majority  of  tbem  will  be  able  or  disposed  to  purchase 
the  extra  volumes  to  which  he  alludes.  The  most  extensive  medical 
pabliehers  of  his  own  city  have  assured  us  that  no  works  have 
proved  so  unprofitable  to  them  as  some  of  those  enumerated  by  the 
Author.  For  our  own  part,  wo  must  confess  a  decided  aversion  to 
this  multiplication  of  elementary  works.  We  do  not  believe  that 
any  of  them  are  entitled  to  bo  dignified  with  the  title  of  thb  <'  Prac- 
tice of  Surgoiy."  Were  the  Professor  to  consolidate  his  treatise  on 
Minor  Suigery,  his  System  of  Operative  Snigery,  and  the  volume 
jnst  issued,  they  would  bo  mora  worthy  of  the  appellation  bestowed 
upon  the  latter.  Even  then,  however,  the  meagre  details  of  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Suigery  would  seriously  afiect  die  value  of  the  work.  Con- 
trasted with  the  elaborate  Traite  de  Pathologic  Extome,  in  5  vols., 
of  Vidal,  in  which  the  materials  are  so  appropriately  blended.  Prof. 
Bmith'a  consolidated  work  would  exhibit  many  unfavorable  points 
of  view.  In  a  treatise  purporting  to  notice  in  so  limited  a  space, 
and  necessarily  so  imperfectly,  every  affection  which  the  suigeon  may 
be  called  to  treat,  the  author,  in  our  humble  opinion,  has  committed 
an  error  in  devoting  eight  and  a  half  pages  to  the  bites  of  serpents, 
aad  of  rabid  animals,  and  little  more  than  a  page  to  spina  bifida  ; 
twelve  lines  to  imperforate  rectum,  and  throe  pages  to  arthritis  of 
the  knee  and  ankle  joints.  We  liavc  practiced  surgery  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  have  not  blh  yet  been  called  to  see  a  patient  bitten 
hj  %  mad  dog  or  a  rattlesnake,  whereas  the  other  afTections  to  which 
we  have  referred  are  not  of  very  uncommon  occurrence.  Again,  five 
\on  the  effects  of  poisons  upon  the  stomach,  and  the  antidotes 
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to  8Qch  poisons,  present  rmtlier  «  ridioaloos  coatimst»  in  a  woik  on 
the  Practice  of  Snrgery,  with  three  lines  on  haie  lip,  and  three  and 
a  half  lines  on  salivary  fistula.  £neore,  three  pages  on  the  much 
vexed  qnestion  of  the  origin  of  syphilis,  seem  to  ns,  in  a  practicsl 
work,  sadly  out  of  proportion  to  one  and  a  half  on  varioocele.  It 
may  be  objected  to  onr  criticism,  that  reference  is  constantly  made 
to  the  anther's  "  Operative  Snrgery/'  To  this  we  wonid  reply,  that 
snoh  a  volume  is  rather  an  unnecessary  and  expensive  Index. 

LiBRi  MDLTT,  Nuioa  PARCi,  is  sorionsly  felt  by  most  medical  stu- 
dents, and  in  order  to  procure  this  "  one  series  '*  of  Professor  Smith 
"  on  the  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery,"  the  student  in  Cincinnati 
must  pay  two  dollars  for  the  Minor  Surgery,  six  dollare  and  seventy- 
flve  cents  for  the  Operative  Snigery,  and  five  dollars  and  a  half  for 
the  present  volume,  making  in  all  914  25  for  tfat  complete  work. 
We  might  enumerate  other  objeotions  to  the  plan  of  tiie  present 
undertaking ;  but  the  most  serious,  in  our  humble  opinion,  is,  that 
the  work  will  have  a  tendency  to  dispose  the  student  to  rest  eontent 
with  superficial  acquirements.  Ear  be  it  from  us  to  attribute  to  the 
author  any  such  purpose.  But  we  have  had  some  opportunities  of 
observing  the  habits  of  medical  students,  not  only  in  our  own  coun- 
try, but  in  foreign  lands,  and  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  it  is  no 
easy  matter  "  to  tempt  them,"  in  the  language  of  Professor  Smith, 
"  to  further  investigations,  through  the  medium  of  the  excellent 
monographs  of  such  authorities  as  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Sir  Benjamin 
Brodie,  or  the  veterans  of  St.  Bartholomew,  viz.:  Messrs.  Lawrence 
and  Stanley. 

The  illustrations,  of  which  107  are  new,  reflect  much  credit  on 
Mr.  Baxter,  the  artist.  To  those  who  are  already  in  possession  of 
the  author's  work  on  Operative  Surgery,  we  would  say,  by  all  means 
procure  the  present  volume.  b. 


Ths  History  and  St^iiistics  of  Ovariatomy  and  the  eircvmstcmcet 
under  which  the  operation  may  be  regarded  <m  safe  and  expedient. 
Being  a  Dissertation  to  which  the  Prize  of  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society  was  awarded.  May,  1856.  By  Georob  H.  Ltmak, 
M.  D.     pp.146. 

The  late  Mr.  Guthrie,  in  his  Commentaries  on  Surgery,  published 
in  1S53,  relates  the  story  of  his  interview  with  a  respectably  dressed, 
middle-aged  woman,  who  entered  his  office  one  morning,  saying  that 
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■be  WIS  sent  to  show  him  her  '<  domev."  Seeing  that  Mr.  O.  hesi- 
tated, she  added,  **  the  mark  of  the  cut,  sir,  made  by  Mr. in 

my  stomach,  fonrteen  inches,  sir,  from  the  end  of  the  bieast  bone  to 
the  bone  below."  "  Then,  Madam,"  said  Mr.  Q.,  **  you  were  r^ga- 
larly  opened."  ''  Oh,  yes  sir,"  she  replied,  "a  lump  twice  as  big 
as  yonr  head  was  taken  out,  and  the  doctors  were  very  kind.  One 
put  back  my  bowels,  another  arranged  my  liver,  and  pushed  my 
stomach  up  into  its  place  ;  but  there  was  some  difficulty  about  what 
they  called  my  '  colon.' "  There  are  some  other  difficulties  connected 
with  this  operation  beside  thofle  presented  by  the  "  colon,"  and  it 
has  been  the  object  of  the  author  of  the  present  prize  essay  to  inves- 
t%ate  the  nature  of  these,  and  the  best  means  of  surmounting  them. 
la  his  history  of  Ovariotomy,  Dr.  Lyman  places  the  name  of  L'Au- 
among  Ihe  first  successful  operators,  an  assertion  at  vari- 
I  with  that  made  by  Professor  Gross,  in  his  History  of  Kentucky 
Surgery,  wherein  he  declares  that  L'Aumonier's  operation  was  for 
the  removal  of  an  abdominal  tumor  from  a  boy  I 

Among  the  measures  recommended  for  the  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy. 
is  injection  of  the  cyst,  and  the  results  of  this  practice  are  thus  wdl 
amnmad  up  by  Dr.  Lyman : 

''In  the  Philosophical  Transactions,!  Mr.  Warrick,  of  Truro, 
leports  the  case  of  Jane  Roman,  in  which  he  injected  '  Cohora 
daret '  and  '  Bristol  water/  after  tapping  for  ascites.  She  recov- 
ered. He  also  mentions  the  propos^  of  Oareneeot  to  rinse  out  the 
cavity,  after  tapping,  so  as  to  remove  'the  feculent  part  of  thg 
waters.*  It  is  only,  however,  of  late  years,  that  this  plan  has  been 
followed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  entitle  it  to  rank  among  the  estab- 
lished points  of  practice.  Its  most  strenuous  advocates  have  been 
the  French.  In  hydrocele,  hernia,  synovial  disease,  hydrocephalus, 
pleurisy,  ascites,  and  cystic  disease  of  the  ovary,  it  is  now  constantly 
employed ;  and,  veryroccntly,  the  pericardium  itself  has  been  treated 
in  the  same  way.  While  looking  for  cases  of  Ovariotomy,  I  have 
noted  such  cases,  recent  or  not,  as  I  have  met  with  treated  by  injec- 
tion. Some  of  them,  like  similar  cases  quoted  in  the  last  section, 
are  instances  in  which  this  trsatment  was  an  afterthought,  as  it  were, 
auggested  by  the  progress  of  the  case,  and  not  entering  into  the  origi- 
nal design  of  the  operator  ;  and  the  great  variety  of  circumstances, 
relating  both  to  the  operation,  and  the  condition  of  the  cyst,  as  well 
as  the  character  of  the  injection  used,  will  render  the  result  only  an 
approximation  to  the  truth.  I  trust,  however,  that  it  will  not  be 
valueless,  as  an  evidence  of  the  frequent  success  following  this 

method, 

1.  VOL  zllil,  ^  12,  1744. 
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In  La  Dran's  two  cases  (pp.  12,  18),  injeoiioiis  were  naad,  tl» 

patients  both  recovering. 

Denman  i  mentions  a  case  in  which  wine  was  injected ;  the  patient 
dying,  the  sixth  day,  of  inflammation. 

Bcudamore  (p.  lo)  nsed  port  wine  and  sulphate  of  sine,  withont 
any  apparent  efiect  upon  the  disease ;  the  patient  dying,  in  a  fsw 
weeks,  of  exhaustion. 

Trowbridge  >  injected,  as  a  part  of  the  treatment,  warm  port  wina 
and  water ;  the  patient  recovering  in  fifteen  days. 

Samel,  *  after  drawing  from  the  cyst  thirty -eight  pounds  of  puru- 
lent, inodorous  liquid,  of  the  consistence  of  honey,  forced  air  throagh 
the  cannla,  as  an  irritant.  Adhesive  inflammation  was  induoed,  aad 
the  patient  recovered. 

It]gollot4  drew  ten  or  twelve  pounds  of  '  purulent,  fetid,  greenr 
ish  fluid,'  by  tapping.  Twenty  days  after,  tapped  again,  and  in- 
jected 'a  decoction  of  plaintain  and  red -rose  leaves,  with  alittk 
wine.'  This  caused  acute  pain ;  and,  after  the  liqmd  was  removed, 
the  abdomen  was  kneaded,  in  order  to  inflame  it  I  This  result  fol- 
lowed, requiring  active  antiphl(>gistic8.  Cure  complete  in  one  month 
— a  small,  indolent  tumor  remaining. 

Holschcr.fi — After  two  tappings,  at  an  interval  of  four  weeks, 
the  cyst  was  injected  with  two  livres  of  wine,  which  was  allowed 
to  remain  ten  minutes ;  slight  febrile  reaction.  In  three  months, 
was  well. 

Tnickmullor. — Decoction  of  oak  bark  injected,  as  part  of  the 
treatmout.    Eocovered  in  two  mouths  (p.  17). 

Dohlhoff  (p.  17  K — Wine,  and  also  a  solution  of  pcmitrato  of  mer- 
cury, were  injecteu,  as  a  part  of  the  treatment.  They  seemed  to  have 
no  local  cfifoct ;  the  patient  dying,  in  six  days,  of  exliaustion  from 
the  disease. 

Pilchcr«  injected  on  ovarian  cyst  with  sulphate  of  zinc.  Suppu- 
rative inflammation  ensued  ;  recovered.  He  thinks  it  questionable 
whether  this,  or  entire  extirpation,  is  the  more  dangerous. 

Allison's  case  (p.  17)  seems  to  have  owed  its  success  as  much  to 
the  iodine  injection  as  tlie  permanent  opening.  7  See  also  pages  18, 
20,  21,  for  cases  of  Bainbridge,  Tilt,  Anderson,  Crouch,  Kiwisch, 
etc. 

Dr.  DnplayS  says,  that  neither  large  size,  advanced  age,  or  the 
character  of  the  encysted  fluid,  neeil  deter  from  the  operation  ;  and 

1.  Am.  cd.  1807,  p.  00.  ~ 

2.  See  SynopsiSi  2^)6. 

8.  L'Kxpericuce,  ISHS,  from  Hufeland's  Journal,  Oolober,  l&SO. 
4.  Meil.  Chi.  Rev.  >*ol.  xy.  1831 ;   aud  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.  vol. 
v.,  from  I  he  Trans,  of  the  Med.  Soc.  of  Lyons, 
f).  Eucyologrfiphie  des  Sc.  Med.  toI.  xxvii,  from  Revue  Mcdicale. 

6.  \sanc9U  vol.  i,  1844,  p.  8'.»0, 

7.  Vrof.  Simpson  quotes  this  as  curehy  injection. 

8.  In  an  inicrosting  papor  in  the  Archives  Gencralcs,  1853,  p.  194. 
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hi  adTiset  it  to  be  dc»ie  immediately  after  the  firat  tapping,  ineiead 
of  waiting  some  months,  as  in  many  of  the  cases  reported.  He 
dflUila  the  case  of  a  patient,  age  sixty-five,  in  whom,  all  other  reme- 
dies having  failed  (drastic  pnrgatives,  etc.),  he  drew  fonr  gallons  by 
tipping,  and  then  injected  eight  ounces  of  solntion  of  iodine,  i  After 
knnding  well  the  cyst,  the  injection  was  removed.  Not  the  slight- 
est pain  was  caused ;  and,  though  some  febrile  reaction  and  tender- 
Mii  ensued,  she  soon  recovered,  and  continued  well  a  year  after. 
He  quotes  from — 

It.  Boinet,  who  has  also  had  two>  snccessfnl  cases  ^ono  injected 
■imadiately,  the  other  some  months  after  first  tapping),  as  follows: 
'Ls8  femmee  eprouvent  une  fievre,  plus  ou  moins  forte ;  quelquefois 
il  sarvient  des  nausees,  quelques  symptomes  legeres  de  |)eritonite ; 
il  y  a  de  I'agitation,  de  Tinsomnie  ;  la  peau  est  chaude,  le  ventre  est 
pins  on  moins  sensible,  surtout  dans  les  points  en  rapport  avec  le 
kjMe ;  maia  tons  oes  accidents  habituellement  legers,  cedent  promp- 
tanenl  au  repos,  aux  cataplasmes  laudanisees,  aux  onctions  mercu- 
risUes,  et  dispanissent  completement  dans  les  premieres  viugt-qna- 
In  henres ;  rarement  ils  durent  plus  de  deux  ou  trois  jours.  Chea 
be  sujets  nervcux,  la  reaction  est  gcneralemcnt  plus  forte;  mais  elle 
diaparait  anssi  facilement  que  chez  les  autres." 

Duplay  has  since  reported  >  another  successful  case. 

Jobcrt  4  injected  one  case  with  alcohol,  successfully ;  and,  on  the 
I  authority,  Rieord  has  had  one,  Robert  three.  Boys  de  Lioury 
and  Monod  several,  successful  cases. 

Dr.  Tyler  t^mitliA  injected  four  ounces  of  tincture  of  iodine;  the 
I  promising  recovery  at  the  time  of  the  report,  four  days  after 
the  operation. 

Mr.  Brown*  injected  five  ounces  of  tincture  of  iodine  (Edinbuigh 
itnDffth),  and  allowed  it  to  remain.  Trifling  pain  only  followed ; 
hut  tSe  case  was  unsuccessful,  the  cyst  refilling. 

Prof.  SSimpson^  has  injected  ton  or  twelve  cases  with  iodine,  most 
of  them  proving  successful.  He  confirms  the  above  opinion  as  to 
die  absence  of  resulting  pain  or  excitement. 

Dr.  Shattuck,*  after  a  second  tapping,  injected  four,  ounces  of 
tincture  of  iodine.  In  three  weeks,  the  fluid  re-accumulated,  ami  the 
operation  was  rcpeatc«l.  The  patient  died,  in  two  days,  of  peritoni- 
tUm  So  autopsy  could  be  obtained ;  but,  as  the  first  injection  caused 
IM  troublesome  results,  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  peritonitis  was 
dne  to  other  causes  than  the  iodine. 

1.  Guibourt'i  formula^ — Iodine,  6  parts;  iodide  of  potassium,  6  parts; 
alcohol.  dO  pans;  water,  loO  paru. 

2.  These  cases  are  in  the  ArchiTes  Oenorales,  (.  z»,  1852,  p.  48S;and 
•■a  of  Iheni  is  in  the  Lancet^  toI.  ii,  18o2.  p.  670. 

8.  New  OrleauB  Med.  News  and   i[o»p.  Gas.,  July,  1854,  from  Bulletin 
Xhsrapeutique. 
4.  Quoted  by  Duplar.  7.  ObsUtrio  Works,  toI.  i.  p.  2(M). 

&.  Lancet,  toI.  ii,  1H54,  p.  459.        8.  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.  1855. 
6.  Uaeet,  toL  i,  1866,  p.  884. 
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Sinoe  writing  tbe  above,  I  find  it  stated  7  that  Prof.  AcUejliM 
been  sncoesefdl,  in  five  or  six  cases,  by  injecting  iodine,  first  cansiBg 
adhesion  of  the  sac  to  the  abdominal  parietes  bj  passing  in  oxpkw- 
ingneedles.! 

Dr.  Mnsseys  nsed  injections  in  two  cases,  causing  a  great  deal  of 
snfiering  and  no  benefit. 

Dr.  Slackmans  mentions  one  case  where  bjections  proved  btaL 

Dr.  Fries  also,  4  between  the  two  attempts  at  extirpation,  used 
injections  of  nitrate  of  silver,  with  no  good  efiect. 

In  addition  to  these  methods.  Dr.  Cartwright,  of  New  Orleans, 
has  proposed  catheterism  of  the  Fallopian  tubes,  and'  CT^ves  tti 
details  of  a  case  thus  operated  npon  with  snooess, — ^the  only  one  I 
have  met  with ;  and  Dr.  Tanner  •  has  suggested  the  propriety,  fai 
case  adhesions  hinder  the  extirpation  of  the  cyst,  of  tying  the  pedi- 
de  firmly,  after  the  fluid  has  been  removed  by  tapping,  in  the  hope 
that  this  obstruction  of  the  main  arterial  supply  might  prevent  a  re- 
accumulation  of  the  CTStic  secretion,  *  whilst  the  supply  of  blood 
furnished  by  the  adheriions  '  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  gangreiM. 
I  am  not  aware  that  this  suggestion  has  ever  been  carried  oat  in 
practice.'* 

After  noticing  the  various  objections  made  to  Ovariotomy — ob- 
jections which  Dr.  L.  regards  as  applying  with  equal  force  to  every 
kind  of  capital  operation — ^he  next  examines  the  question,  "  Under 
what  circumstances  may  the  operation  be  regarded  as  safe  and  expe- 
dient ?" 

**  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  tumor  is  occasionally  of  very  slow 
growth,  and  that  the  general  health  of  patients  suffering  from  cystic 
disease  of  the  ovary  is  oi*dinnrily  good,  unless  inflammation  of  the 
cyst  supervenes,  or  some  accident  causes  its  rapid  development,  we 
should  say  that  it  was  neither  safe  nor  expedient  to  put  in  force  any 
operative  procedure,  before  constitutional  symptoms  are  excited  by 
the  suflering  from  distention,  and  the  consequent  disturbance  of  the 
functions  of  digestion,  respiration,  etc.  7 

The  fear  of  adhesions,  or  other  future  contingency,  docs  not  ren- 
der an  operation  safe  or  expedient,  as  has  been  often  urged ;  for  those 
contingencies  may  never  arise. 

If  any  operation  is  contemplated,  the  above  period  (i.  e.,  that  in 
which  serious  constitutional  disturbance  begins  to  show  itself )  should 

1.  Trousseau's  plan,  p.  19.        2.  West.  Lancet,  March,  1866.        8.  lb. 

4.  Synopsis,  169. 

5.  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.  toI.  xHt,  1861.  From  New  Oriean 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jonr.  6.  Druitt,  p.  467. 

7.  Section  XIII.  shows  that,  in  the  majority  of  the  operations,  (he  mor- 
tality is  small,  in  comparison,  when  the  disease  has  existed  at  least  three 
or  four  years;  which  is  probably  not  far  from  the  period  in  which  these 
constitutional  symptoms  would  begin  to  show  themselves,  in  a  fair  average 
of  cases. 
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be  selected ;  finrther  delay  diminishing  the  chances  of  a  favorable 
molt,  by  the  progressive  loss  of  health  and  strength,  and  the  liability 
to  repeated  attacks  of  subacute  inflammation  of  the  cyst,  and  the 
fermation  of  adhesions 

It  is  neither  safe  nor  expedient  to  operate,  if  there  be  any  signs 
of  a  malignant  diathesis. 

Tlw  safety  of  the  operation  is  greatly  diminished  by  the  co-exist- 
inoe  of  uterine  or  other  visceral  disease  ;  and  hence  it  is  neither  safe 
nor  expedient  to  operate  until  every  known  method  of  diagnosis  has 
been  exhausted — as  the  touch,  the  use  of  the  uterine  sound,  auscul- 
tation, percussion,  etc.;  after  which,  no  case,  no  matter  how  positive 
apparently  the  diagnosis  may  be,  should  be  operated  upon  until  after 
previous  tapping,  that  every  certainty,  short  of  actual  sight,  may  be 
poaeessed. 

This  preliminary  tapping  should  be  followed  by  moderate  pres- 
mrBp  in  the  hope  of  checking  the  refilling  of  the  cyst,  as  such  favor- 
able results  have  occasionally  followed ;  and  the  patient  is  in  no 
worse  condition  for  ulterior  measures,  even  should  the  tapping  prove 
unless. 

If,  after  the  removal  of  the  characteristic  fluid,  it  again  accumu- 
lates, no  '  bold  incisions '  are  justifiable  until  the  smallest  possible 
exploratory  incision  has  shown  that  no  adhesions  exist,  so  far  as 
tins  can  be  ascertained  by  the  introduction  of  a  finger  or  probe. 

Under  the  above  conditions  alone  do  we  think  tliat  0\-ariotomy 
can  be  considered  both  safe  and  expedient.  But  the  farther  question 
now  presents  itself.  Is  not  this  operation  expedient,  even  though  it 
may  bo  less  safe,  in  many  of  the  remaining  cases  ? 

Tlie  answer  to  this  depends  entirely  upon  how  far  it  is  justifiable 
for  a  surgeon  to  assume  the  ribk  of  cutting  short  a  life,  which,  at  any 
rate,  muF t  terminate  in  a  few  weeks  or  months  at  most,  in  the  very 
nnoertain  hope  of  prolonging  it  by  operation.  This  is  a  question  of 
aMftical  ethics  which  each  individual  conscience  must  answer  for 
iteelf,  and  upon  which  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  may,  and  in 
bet  does,  exist.  If,  however,  we  take  as  our  guide  the  surgical 
practice  in  many  malignant  diseases — the  treatment,  by  amputation, 
of  inveterate  cases  of  necrosis,  articular  disease,  etc.,  the  operations 
of  embryotomy,  or  Coisarian  section — we  should  say,  without  hesi- 
tatioUp  that  very  many  of  tlie  more  desperate  cases  of  ovarian  tumor 
were  legitimate  subjects  for  operation.  Has  the  suipson  a  right  to 
My  to  -one,  who,  with  death  staring  her  in  the  face,  urgently  do- 
Bunds,  as  her  last  hope  of  life,  such  relief  as  his  art  may  pea'hanoe 
afibid,  '  I  dare  not  assume  the  responsibility  ' "? 

Our  space  is  too  limited  to  permit  us  to  insert  his  remarks  on  the 
diagnosis  of  ovarian  tumors.  Our  readers  will  readily  agree  with 
Dr.  L.  that  the  abdomen  has  been  freely  opened  by  distinguished 
in  the  habit  of  operating,  and  fully  aware  of  their 
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csponsibilities — who,  to  their  disniftj,  ha^  foani  eitfcsr  ttk  cnttnty 
dif^rcnt  disease,  or  no  disease  at  all — "  only  flatalenee  and  fat" 
The  abdominal  enlargements  which  may  deceive  the  practitioner  are 
the  following: 

Pregnancy  ;  Ascites ;  Fibrous  tumors  of  utema ;  Enlaigementa  of 
Udney,  liver,  or  spleen,  and  omental  tmnors  ;  Hydatid  diaeaae  of 
the  peritononm ;  Spinal  curvature  ;  Psoas  abscess ;  Hysterieal  tym- 
panitis ;  Fecal  accumulation  ;  Betroversion  or  letroflezion  of  the 
litems ;  Hydrometra ;  Distention  of  bladder  by  retained  urine ;  Recto- 
■va^nal  hernia,  or  prolapsus  of  the  ovary  ;  Pdvio  absoeaa  ;  Mosonlar 
contraction  of  the  abdominal  parietes. 

From  the  analysis  of  300  cases  of  Ovariotomy,  Dr.  Lyman  thinka 
we  may  gather  the  following  facts  : 

"  In  three-tenths  of  the  cases  (29.72  in  100,  Section  I),  the  ope- 
lation  could  not  be  completed. 

The  rate  of  mortality  in  all  the  operations  (Section  11),  was 
40.18  per  cent. 

In  seven-tenths  of  the  cases  ^Section  III),  the  operation  was  com- 
pleted, n-ith  a  resulting  mortality  of  42.78  per  cent. 

In  the  unfiniehed  operations  (Section  Vl),  the  mortality  waa 
80.68  per  cent 

The  proportion  between  the  whole  number  of  recoveries,  a/Ur  ik$ 
removal  of  the  tumor^  and  the  whole  number  of  operations  under- 
taken in  tho  hope  of  such  a  result,  we  find  to  be  (Section  lY).  aa 
89.66  to  100,  or  less  tlian  two-fifths  ! 

Adhesions  caused  tho  abandonment  of  the  operation  in  22.06  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number,  or  caused  77.27  per  cent,  of  the  failurea 
(Section  VII). 

]S'o  tumor  was  found  in  nearly  three  per  cent,  of  the  whole  (2.66 
per  cent.,  Section  VII). 

Where  adhesions  complicated  the  removal,  47.82  per  cent,  died  ; 
where  no  a^lliciiions complicated  the  removal,  82  per  cent,  only  died. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  short  incisiouK,  30.76  per  cent,  died ;  of 
thofsc  completed,  88.38  per  cent,  died ;  of  those  not  completed, 
22.80  per  cent,  only  died. 

Of  tho  whole  number  of  long  incisions,  41.95  per  cent,  died  ;  of 
those  completed,  41.46  died ;  and  of  those  not  completed,  45  pei 
cent.  died. 

Previous  tapping  does  not  always  causo  adhesions. 

As  far  as  these  cases  go,  the  mortality  is  least  between  the  ages  > 
fifty  and  sixty,  and  greatest  under  twenty. 

The  mortality  is  least  when  the  disease  is  of  bet^^-een  three  f 
four  years'  duration. 

Tliere  is  but  little  difiference  in  the  mortality  between  the  mar 
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Hie  right  ovary  is  more  often  diseased  than  the  Ieft»  though  lesa 
■0  than  often  stated. 

Of  the  above  fatal  caM!8,  42.35  per  cent,  were  from  peritonitis, 
S8.52  per  cent,  from  hemorrliage. 

Death  ensued,  upon  an  average,  the  eighth  day  ;  the  average  of 
deaths  from  peritonitis  being  also  the  eighth  day  ;  and  those  from 
hemorrhage  in  twenty-two  hours. 

Andp  finally,  in  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  important 
tiTors  of  diagnosis  occurred. 

We  mnst  now  bring  our  notice  of  Dr.  Lyman's  essay  to  a  dose. 
It  certainly  is  one  of  the  most  complete  and  interesting  monographs 
on  the  subject  which  has  come  under  our  notice.  We  believe,  how- 
•Tor,  that  the  author  will  agree  with  us,  that  it  is  impossible  to  form 
any  very  accurate  conclusion  in  reference  to  the  mortality  follow- 
ing Ovariotomy,  for  who  is  not  familiar  with  the  histories  of  nnfor- 
tanate  cases,  the  details  of  which  the  operators  are  anxiously  wait- 
ing for  an  opportunity  to  present  to  tlie  profeRsion  ?  But  we  will 
not  enlarge  upon  this  point  until  we  have  removed  *'  the  beam  from 
our  own  eye"!  b. 


T%trapnitie9  and  Pharmacology.  By  Geo.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  ITieory  and  Practice  of  5lcdiciuc  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, etc.     In  two  vohnncs. 

ISiDce  issuing  the  last  number  of  our  Journal,  we  have  examined 
many  parts  of  this  work,  and  feel  gratified  in  recommending  it  to 
the  profession  at  largo,  and  to  medical  students  in  particular.  The 
author,  as  stated  in  the  preface  to  these  volumes,  was  engaged  for 
about  thirtv  years  in  publicly  teaching  the  ^latcria  Mcdica,  and  he 
has  enjoyed  superior  advantages,  both  in  hospital  and  private  prac- 
tice, of  testing  the  operation  and  uses  of  medicines.  With  a  mind 
naturally  sagacious,  he  has  been  a  most  laborious  student,  as  all  his 
pnblibhed  works  so  fully  attest. 

If  we  were  asked  our  opinion  of  a  therapeutic  treatise,  we  should 
Bij,  with  Benouard,  "  Its  merit  does  not  consist  so  much  in  nomen- 
dature  and  classification  of  curative  agents,  as  in  a  scrupulous  care 
to  specify  well  the  ciaumstances  which  cause  a  variation  in  the  ef- 
fiscts  of  these  agents ; — ^not  in  attributing  to  thoni  any  imaginary 
virtue  in  connection  with  this  or  that  medical  doctrine,  but  in  keep- 
ii^  strictly  to  the  results  of  pure  observation." 

Judging  the  present  volumes  from  this  stand-point,  we  saw  very 
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much  in  them  that  is  good,  and  not  a  little  that  ia  had.  Thus*  in 
many  instances,  when  recommending  a  remedy  for  a  diaease,  instead 
of  stating  with  particnlarity  the  character  of  the  cases,  the  attending 
circumstances  which  cause  a  variation  in  the  effects  of  the  remedial 
agent,  with  numerical  results,  etc.,  etc.,  as  a  hasis  of  the  recommen- 
dation, we  have  instead  hut  a  general  direction^  drawn  from  some 
favorite  theory  of  disease  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  physiologioal 
operation  of  the  remedy  on  the  other.  Instead  of  stating  dearly  and 
definitely  v^uU  it  »,  there  is,  it  seems  to  as,  too  strong  a  disposition 
to  indulge  in  speculation  as  to  why  ii  it.  This  is  a  faolt  of  almost 
all  writers  who  have  been  long  engaged  in  teaching  students.  Whan 
the  author  adheres  strictly  to  the  results  of  pure  observation,  he  ia 
generally  clear,  full,  and  forcible  ;  but  when  he  forsakes  this  plainer 
and  better  path  to  entertain  us  with  his  notions  about  the  modus 
opemndi  of  medicine,  he  is  entitled  to  little  more  of  our  faith  than 
Brown,  Rassoni,  Broussais,  and  others  who  have  wandered  in  the 
same  field. 

Still,  notwithstanding  these  and  some  other  defects,  which  im 
may  notice  in  future,  we  repeat  our  recommendation  to  the  profes- 
sion,  to  purchase  the  book.  It  is  gotten  up  in  fine  style  by  Lippin- 
cott  &  Co.,  the  publishers,  and  is  for  sale  by  Derby,  on  Main  St., 
Cincinnati.  * 


Lehre  von  den  Blutigen   Operatlonen  am  Menschlichen    Korper. 

In     AhbUdungen    mii    erlautemdem   Texte,       Zum    Oebrauch^ 

faer  Studirende  und  ausuabende    Wundarzte,     Von  Dr.   G.  B. 

GuNTU£R,  Professor  der  Chirui-gie  zu  Leipzig. 
(On  the  Bloody    Operations  performed  upon  the  Human  Body. 

By  Dr.  G.  B.  Gunther,  <kc.) 

This  work,  commenced  in  1853,  has  reached  its  eighteenth  fas- 
ciculus. Professor  Gunther  has  been  assisted  in  his  task  by  Pro- 
fessors Ritterich,  Streubol,  Drs.  Schmidt,  Berger,  Coccius,  and 
Hennig.  Together,  they  certainly  have  produced  a  remarkable  work. 
We  know  of  no  other  in  which  every  detail  of  operative  snigery 
has  been  so  faithfully  delineated,  or  in  which  more  complete  sta- 
tistics of  the  results  of  capital  operations  can  be  found.  The  parts 
thus  far  published  treat  of  minor  surgery,  amputations,  exsection 
of  bones,  and  the  ligature  of  arteries.     When  finished  it  will  con- 
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ititiile  ona  of  the  most  comprehensive  works  ever  published  on 
operative  soi^gery.  From  its  title,  we  conclude  that  the  author  does 
not  intend  to  discuss  the  subject  of  fractures  or  dislocations,    b. 


Bdndbuck  der  PraiHsehen  ChirurgU,  fur  Artzte  und  Wundarzte. 

Von  Dr.  Victor  Brunb,  Professor  der  Ghiruigie  und  Chirnrgis- 

dien  Klinik  in  Tubingen. 
(A  Manual  of  Pradieai  Surgery,  Jte.    By  Dr.  Victor  Bbuns,  Ac.) 

The  first  part  of  this  work  appeared  at  Tubingen  in  1854.  From 
time  to  time  we  have  received  other  portions,  and  have  now  in  our 
posseaaion  the  whole  of  the  first  volume,  comprising  some  eleven 
hnadred  pages,  devoted  to  the  sntgical  afiections  of  the  head.  A 
magnificent  atlas  of  plates,  in  folio,  accompanies  the  work,  and  wo 
^mturo  to  assert  that,  upon  the  topics  discussed,  it  has  no  superior 
IB  anj  language.  The  learned  author  exhibits  an  acquaintance 
with  the  contributions  which  have  been  made  to  surgical  literature, 
dirooghout  the  world.  At  the  commencement  of  each  division  of 
the  work,  we  find  a  most  extensive  list  of  references.  As  is  usual 
with  German  writers,  we  find  a  much  greater  familiaritj  with  tlie 
labors  of  our  own  countrymen,  than  is  met  with  among  the  French. 
The  volume  before  us  abounds  with  valuable  statistical  informa-  . 
tion,  some  of  which  we  may  hereafter  be  tempted  to  transfer  to  the 
pages  of  our  Journal.  b. 
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J^With  the  commencement  of  the  new  year,  we  expect  to  assume 
the  entire  control  of  the  Wtittm  Lancet,  both  as  editor  and  pro- 
prietor. It  is  our  dcterminatibn  to  enlarge  the  journal,  to  improve 
its  typography,  and  to  make  use  of  a  better  quality  of  paper.  Fre- 
qnent  illnstraUons  will  also  be  given.  We  have  made  such  arrange- 
ments as  will  secure  die  aid  of  valuable  collaborators,  and  we  feel 
anthorised  to  promise  our  subscribers  the  full  value  of  tlieir  money. 
It  may  be  expected  that  we  should  fully  express,  at  this  time,  our 
miliments  on  medical  politics,  as  well  as  the  principles  by  which 
we  purpose  to  be  governed  in  our  editorial  duties.  In  reference  to 
diD  former  we  will  only  state  that  we  shall  at  all  timea  foal  bound  to 
VOL.  xvn. — vio.  46. 
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uphold  the  dignitj  and  interesU  of  tim  pmfcwaon,  and  that  aa  odi- 
ior,  we  are  firmlj  resolved  that  nothing  of  «  personal  chazMdr 
shall  erer  sully  the  pages  of  the  Lemeti*, 

The  profession  has  snfiered  too  deeply  and  home  with  too  much 
patience  the  annoyances  arising  from  the  qnarrda  of  rival  praotitiMi- 
ers,  and  of  rival  institutions. 

The  pages  of  a  medical  journal,  in  our  hnmhle  opinion,  can  he 
more  profitably  filled  than  with  scorrilons  personal  attackS)  and,  we 
donbt  not,  had  this  propensity  been  lees  xndolged  by  editor  and 
contributor,  thQ  profession  would  now  occupy  a  far  higher  positiota 
than  it  at  present  ei^oye.  With  this  expression  of  our  views,  we 
trust  that  no  one  will  solicit  the  use  of  our  pages,  for  aught  tlulQ 
the  diffusion  of  medical  knowledge,  or,  the  elevation  of  oar  ranks. 
To  these  objects  alone  shall  our  efforts  be  directed,  and  we  know 
that  our  hands  will  be  strengthened  by  the  pood  and  ike  true,  who, 
we  &ncy,  are  ready  to  commend  oar  enterprise,  and  to  address  to  «s 
the  language  of  Wiseman,  ^*  Lei  thy  tmcerity,  in  thy  aetiny  60  iky 
warrant  far  Chd*4  hUsting  on  iky  endeavort."  b. 


J^  Subscribers  remitting  their  money  for  the  next  volume  befote 
the  firfit  of  January,  will  receive,  gratis,  a  copy  of  a  work  to  be  enti- 
tled, "  Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Bones  and  Joints."  It  will 
convSi8t  of  the  revised  lectures  delivered  on  the  subject  by  the  editor, 
fluring  the  present  session  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio.  A  por- 
tion will  appear  with  each  number  of  the  Lancet ;  in  extra  sheets,  and 
the  whole,  forming  some  250  or  300  pages,  will  be  completed  dur- 
ing the  year.  This  will  be  sent  only  to  those  who  pay  in  advance. 
The  price  of  subscription  to  the  Lancet  will  be  three  dollars  in 
ADVANCE  !  Subscribers  to  the  new  volume  will  please  dii^ect  to  our 
new  residence.  No.  44,  Ninth  street,  Cincinnati  (hettoeen  Vine  and 

Walnut),  B. 

-< 

jC^  Since  Dr.  Evans'  report  of  his  case  of  hydatids  of  the  liver 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  no  less  than  two  hundreil 
more  of  these  extraonlinary  productions  have  been  discharged,  and 
we  regret  to  learn  from  the  Doctor  that  the  prospect  of  the  woman's 
recovery  is  by  no  means  as  favorable  as  at  the  time  of  writing  his 
report.  The  farther  progress  of  the  case  he  promises  to  furnish  in 
the  December  number  of  the  Lancet.  b. 
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Hbdicatkd  Vapor  Baths. — ^^Ir.  A.  B.  Coleman,  the  enterpriBing 
proprietor  of  the  Burnet  House,  has  niaile  an  addition  to  his  princely 
asUMishnient,  which  richly  deserves  the  attention  and  patronage  of 
the  meilical  profession.  We  allnde  to  an  arrangement  of  his  bathing 
department,  by  which  a  patient  can  enjoy  a  medicated  vapor  bath  in 
an  its  perfection.  Medical  men  need  not  to  be  told  of  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  direct  application  of  remedial  agents  to  the 
enrfacc  of  the  body.  These  have  long  been  known,  and  are  nniver* 
aaHy  acknowledged.  .  The  want  of  a  suitable  apparatus  for  the  pnr- 
poM  has  been  thn  cause  of  the  too  infrequent  resort  to  this  mode  of 
administration  ;  and  Mr.  Coleman  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the 
profession  for  the  addition  thus  made  to  the  world-renowned  "  Bur- 
• "  !  «. 


'  It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  claim  Dr.  Brown-8equard, 
whoNe  brilliant  discoveries  are  at  present  exciting  so  mucli  admira- 
tion, as  one  of  our  own  countrymen.  In  a  letter  to  the  editor 
of  the  Ckari€»i&H  Medical  JourmU,  dated  Paris,  Aug.  1st,  1856,  ha 
thus  proclaims  his  right  to  be  call&l  an  American  citizen  : 

"  In  finishing  your  article  of  May  last,  you  say :  '  The  medical 
cditorK  of  this  country  are  called  upon  to  contest  the  claims  of  the 
European,  and  assert  the  right  of  priority  of  discovery  of  the  Amer- 
ican physiologisL'  I  was  not  bom  in  Europe,  and  I  am  not  iu  any 
way  a  Europaan.  I  am  an  American  citizen,  not  by  natural izat ion, 
as  you  might  think,  but  by  right  of  birth,  acconling  to  the  United 
States  law,  that  wherever  a  man  U  born,  if  he  is  the  son  of  an  Arner^ 
ican.  he  is  him^tc]f  an  American.  I  might  aiid  that  my  father's  fam- 
ily, in  the  last  century,  settled  in  your  own  State,  in  Now  York,  and 
in  Philadelphia;  and  my  father,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
mred  several  years,  when  young,  in  the  Uniteil  States  navy,  as  a 
midithipman. 

"  I  may,  therefore, — and  I  am  proud  to  be  able  to  do  so — call  my- 
■df,  your  countryman,  E.  C.  BnowK-SEgrARD,  M.  I>.*' 

B. 


Among  the  bibliographical  notices  in  a  late  number  of  the 
London  Lanrei,  we  find  one  of  a  work  lately  published,  entitled,  *'  Prac- 
tical Hints  for  Investing  Money  in  the  Funds  and  otlier  Securilies." 
Hw  writer  of  the  notice  has  but  little  doubt  that  the  book  will  prove 
Moeptable  to  those  of  his  mora  prosperous  professional  biethren, 
who.  with  savings  to  invest,  require  some  experienced  guide  to  in- 
itnict  them  wherr  and  how  to  make  investments  to  the  best  atlvan- 
lage,  and  with  the  least  possible  risk.  We  have  not  yet  leceivod  a 
copy  of  thia  work,  but  when  we  do,  we  will  transcribe  the  important 
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counsel  which  it  may  contain.  Perhaps  the  author's  plan  for  profi- 
table investments  may  do  away  with  the  "  Societies  for  the  Belief  of 
the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men  1"  In  conneotion  with 
this  subject,  the  reader  may  not  be  nninterested  in  the  following  ex- 
tract from  an  address  not  long  sboe  delivered  by  Professor  Bimpaoa 
to  the  newly-elected  graduates  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  in 
which  he  speaks  of  "  money  in  and  out  of  the  profession."  He  tells 
the  young  gentlemen  not  to  expect  to  make  as  much  money  as  if 
emlmrked  in  trade,  or  in  any  other  profession ;  but  refiNrred  to  the 
following  instances : 

**  Dr.  Hall,  in  the  Crimea,  has  a  salary  of  two  guineas  a  day,  'an 
income  far  less  than  that  made  by  many  a  second  or  third-rate  vil- 
lage apothecary  (general  practitioner),  in  England ';  Dr.  Cheyne, 
of  Dublin,  when  only  34  years  of  agt>,  made  only  three  guineas  dur- 
ing the  first  half  oi  his  second  year's  practice — ^nine  years  subse- 
quently, he  was  making  £5,000  annually ;  Dr.  Chambers,  in  his 
fifth  year  of  practice,  and  when  84  years  of  age,  made  £211  in 
fees — seventeen  years  subsequently,  £9,000  annually  ;  Dr.  Baillie, 
£11,000  in  one  year ;  Dr.  William  Hunter  had  not  money  to  ad* 
vertibc  his  lectures.  In  1788,  the  son  of  an  English  clergyman 
attended  the  classes  of  Edinburgh,  and  lived  in  a  room  which  cost 
him  5s.  6d.  a  week  ;  in  afterlife,  as  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  his  profes- 
sional income  in  one  single  year  amounted  to  £23,000.  We  might 
add  to  these  the  following  items,  stated  on  good  authority :  Mr. 
CoUcH,  of  Dublin,  made  £11,000  a  year ;  Albert  Smith,  a  suigeon, 
gave  up  bis  profession  in  dismay,  and  made  £19,000  the  next  win- 
ter out  of  *  Mont  Blanc ';  Professor  Anderson,  now  in  London, 
makes  something  like  £10,000  a  month,  displaying  the  absurdities 
of  table-turning  and  mesmerism.  £86,000  is  said  to  have  been 
recently  realized  by  the  sale  of  a  copy-right  of  a  newspaper  which 
onginated  in  the  sale  and  ailvertising  of  a  patent  medicine,  while 
wo  fall  out  with  Dr.  Cormick's  Association  Journal^  for  spending 
£15.000  in  fifteen  years,  in  struggling  to  uphold  legitimate  medicine. 
Homeopaths  in  London  make  double  as  much  money  as  seventy 
average  surgeons." — Dublin  Medical  Press. 

The  medical  profession,  in  our  humble  opinion,  have  the  power 
materially  to  improve  their  pecuniaiy  condition,  and  if  they  were 
only  true  to  themselves,  they  would  lose  no  time  in  acting  in  con- 
cert in  f'O  important  a  matter.  The  present  rate  of  remuneration  is 
out  of  all  proportion  to  that  received  by  members  of  the  l^al  pro- 
fession for  their  services  ;  and  until  they  profit  by  the  example  of  the 
latter,  the  majority  will  continue  to  hsxB  cause  to  lament  the  ret 
anpustce  domi. 
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With  sooh  oamp«&sation»  it  is  not  snrprising  that  thej  have 
BOthiDg  "  lo  inv§H  *'  in  yalnable  works,  or  medical  journals.  Nor 
oan  we  censoie  the  public  for  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  regolar 
piofiBtsion,  nor  for  their  liberal  enconragement  of  the  Homeopaths, 
who,  in  London,  according  to  Professor  Simpson,  "  make  double 
M  mnoh  money  as  seventy  average  surgeons."  b. 


Ln  infant  affected  with  club-foot,  was  brought  a  few  days  since 
to  the  Commercial  Hospital  for  treatment,  and  on  examination,  the 
fingen  on  both  hands  were  found  to  have  su£fered  partial  amputa- 
tion or  DTiEo.  The  bands  producing  the  circular  indentation  were 
fooni  at  birth  firmly  embracing  the  fingers,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
lower  extremities,  just  below  the  knee.  The  case  was  one  of  interest 
in  connection  with  the  views  advanced  by  Dr.  Montgomery  and  Pro- 
fMBor  Simpson,  on  the  spontaneous  amputation  of  the  limbs  im 
onno.  These  authorities  maintain  that  the  bands  or  cords  consist 
ol  organised  lymph,  and  that  this  lymph  has  been  effused  by  inflam- 
matory action.  Professor  Simpson  asserts  (Obstetric  Works,  2d 
Beriea,  p.  150),  that  inflammation,  with  the  different  pathological 
dianges  which  it  produces,  is  one  of  the  moat  important  of  the  vari- 
ooa  morbid  actions  which  are  liable  to  occur  in  the  foetus,  both  as 
regards  the  frequency  of  its  occurrence,  and  the  nature  of  the  effects 
to  which  it  gives  rise.  Again,  at  p.  338,  he  remarks,  "  that  the 
entaneous  texture  of  the  foetus  in  utkro  is  liable  to  inflammation, 
attended  with  the  effusion  of  organizable  lymph,  is  known  from  the 
dronmstances  of  different  parts  of  the  surface  of  the  foetus  being  occa- 
nonally  found  adhering,  either  directly,  or  by  the  medium  of  false 
membranes,  to  the  amnion  covering  the  placenta,  to  some  part  of 
the  umbilical  cord,  as  described  by  Pole,  Meckel,  Yclpeau,  and  oth- 
ers, or  to  other  parts  of  its  own  body,  as  observed  in  tlie  case  men- 
tioned by  Morlanne.  Further,  that  organizable  lymph,  when  effused 
by  inflammatory  action  between  two  contiguous  parts  of  the  surface 
of  the  foetus,  is  capable  of  being  changed  into  pseudo-membranous 
bands  or  cords,  similar  to  those  ob8er\'ed  in  Dr.  Montgomery's  first 
case,  and  in  the  cases  dcscrilxhl  by  Sch»ffer  and  Zagorsky,  appears 
from  the  ciicumstance  of  lymph  occasionally  assuming  this  furm, 
when  effused  between  the  contiguous  points  of  such  surfaces  as  have 
a  free  motion  on  each  other,  as  is  sometimes  seen  in  the  bands  of 
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false  ^embnae  found  stretched  from  one  point  to  another  of  tihe 
cavitiee  of  the  pleura,  perkardhim,  and  peritoneom.'* 

Bnch  of  our  readers  as  may  wish  to  inTestigatB  this  matter  »  all 
its  details,  we  would  refer  to  the  papers  of  Dr.  Montgomery,  m  tlm 
first  and  second  volnmes  of  the  IMHn  Jfedkal  Jommmi,  or  to  tte 
work  of  Professor  Bimpson,  from  which  we  have  already  quoted. 


'Dr.  Mnspratt,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  LiTwpool 
College  of  Chemistry,  is  directing  his  attention  to  the  '*  frightfid 
and  injnrioos  adulterations  taking  place  daily  in  Port  wines,"  and 
he  declares  his  intention  before  long  to  publish  sereral  startliqg 
facts,  which  he  hopes  will  do  something  towards  preventing  these 
**  nefarious*'  practices.  Port  wine  is  very  frequently  prescribed  m 
this  country  by  the  practitioner,  but  forty-nine  botties  out  of  ^ttf 
of  the  so-called  '*  Port"  are  a  most  villainous  compound,  well  calca- 
lated,  when  administered  to  a  patient  prostrated  by  disease,  to  ex- 
tinguish the  last  spark  of  vitality.  In  our  next  number  we  hope  to 
present  our  readers  with  the  results  of  Mr.  Wayne's  examination  of 
some  of  the  wines  sold  in  Cincinnati  *'  for  medicinal  purposes." 
Perhaps  with  the  bane  it  will  be  well  also  to  present  the  antidote  i 

B. 


Medical  College  of  Omo. — ^The  number  of  students  matricula- 
ted at  this  institution  up  to  the  present  date,  October  23th,  surpasses 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  friends  and  the  faculty.  It  is 
a  matter  of  no  little  gratification  to  the  latter,  that  the  list  is  a  trus 
one.  The  number  of  bona  fide  students  at  the  college  the  present 
session  will  doubtless  exceed  that  of  any  medical  college  iu  the 
IState.  Her  unrivaled  clinical  advantages,  at  the  Commercial  Hos- 
pital, must  ever  give  to  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  a  commanding 
position  over  every  other  institution  in  the  State.  It  will  be  the 
constant  aim  of  her  faculty  to  make  her  worthy  of  the  pre-eminence 
which  she  now  enjoys.  b. 


Introductory  Lecture. — ^The  general  Introductory  to  the  37th 
eourse  of  lectures  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  was  delivered  by 
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Pkop.  L.  M.  Lawson,  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  inst.,  in  the 
amphitheatre  of  the  College  Building,  to  a  large  and  promiscuous 
audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  It  was  delivered  without  notes, 
and  we  regret,  therefore,  that  we  can  not  lay  it  before  our  readers. 

It  was  an  able  exposition  of  the  two  great  systems  of  medical 
inquiry,  which  have  claimed  the  attention  of  the  profession  from  its 
earliest  history — the  Empirical  and  the  Rational,  The  merits  and 
demerits  of  each  system  "Were  clearly  pointed  out,  and  the  conviction 
expressed  by  the  lecturer,  that  the  hope  of  progress  in  medical 
ecience  lies  in  the  patient  and  energetic  pursuit  of  the  same  method 
to  which  the  so-called  exaei  seiencet  owe  their  flourishing  state,— 
that  of  sober,  nnprejudiced  observation,  and  strictly  logical  induo- 
lion. 

The  lecture  was  replete  with  interest  throughout,  and  reflected 
much  credit  on  the  learning  and  ability  of  its  distinguiahed  author 


J7*  We  are  pleased  to  observe  that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  E. 
8.  Wayne,  "  an  experienced  analytical  and  practical  chemist  and 
pharmaceutist,"  is  so  warmly  approved  by  the  profession.  The 
following  from  the  yino  Jersey  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  for 
October,  shows  how  this  matter  is  regarded  at  the  East :  «  This  is 
a  capital  idea,  and  the  appointment  we  should  judge  a  worthy  one. 
We  wish  other  colleges  would  follow  the  good  example  set  by  the 
Medical  Coll^  of  Ohio."  b. 


Delinquents  will  find  their  bills  inclosed  in  the  present  num- 
ber. We  hope  that  they  will  be  promptly  attended  to,  as  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  the  old  accounts  settled  up  by  the  end  of  the 
present  year. 

All  ivmittances  should  be  addressed,  as  formerly,  to  "  Da.  T. 
Wood,  Editor  or  thk  Wbstbr3I  Lancet";  and  if  gentlemen  would 
iacloso  their  dues  at  once,  without  throwing  their  bills  by  for  future 
con:iideration,  they  would  do  us  a  great  favor,  and  save  themselves 
Uw  annoyance  of  future  duna.  w. 
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Pistellantons. 


Dr.  Montgomery,  die  learned  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  School 
of  Physic  in  Ireland,  has  retired  from  the  post  which  he  has  so  aU  j 
filled  for  twenty-nine  years.  So  happy  was  he  in  his  style,  and  so 
completely  master  of  the  art  of  blending  the  nsefol  with  the  agree- 
able, it  is  said,  that  attendance  on  his  lectures  was  always  regarded 

more  as  a  recreation  than  a  task. Dr.  Harrison,  Professor  of 

Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  Trinity  College,  author  of  the  Dablin 
Dissector  and  a  System  of  Anatomy,  has  succeeded  Mr.  Cosack,  aa 

saigeon  of  Steeven's  Hospital. The  Sir  Astley  Cooper  Prize  of 

fifteen  hundred  dollars,  for  1856,  has  been  awarded  by  the  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  of  Guy's  Hospital  to  Dr.  B.  H.  Richardson,  for 
his  Essay  "  On  the  Cause  of  the  Coagulation  of  the  Blood." 
Mr.  South's  case  of  ligature  of  the  .abdominal  aorta,  at  St.  Thomas' 

Hospital,  proved  fatal  within  48  hours. A  new  (4th)  edition  of 

Professor  Syme's  Principles  of  Surgery  has  recently  been  published^ 

Also,  a  new  edition  of  Dr.  Maunsell's  Practice  of  Midwifery. 

Mr.  Fergusson,  the  distinguished  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Kiug's  Col- 
lege, has  been  appointed  Examiner  in  Surgery  at  the  London  Uni- 
versity, in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hodgson,  who  has  been  appointed 
Examiner  at  the  Eoyal  College  of  Surgeons.  Mr.  George  Bush,  of 
the  Dreadnought  Hospital  Ship,  takes  the  place  of  Prof.  Owen  at 
the  College  of  Surgeons  of  England. A  medical  board,  consist- 
ing of  Surgeons  Finley,  Decamp,  and  Wright,  will  meet  at  St.Louia 
on  the  first  of  November,  for  the  purpose  of  exauiining  applicants 
for  admission  to  the  Army  service. ^The  widow  of  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Porter,  of  Nashville,  has  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Medical 
College  in  that  city,  the  library  of  her  lamented  husband,  said  to  be 

one  of  the  most  valuable  private  libraries  in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Wm.  S.  Halsey  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
Philailelphia  College  of  Medicine.     Dr.  H.  is  a  young  surgeon,  but 

of  fair  promise.     We  wish  him  success  in  his  new  position. ^We 

find  in  some  of  our  exchanges  a  notice  of  a  new  preparation — Cod- 
liver  oil  chocolate— odorised  with  cinnamon,  bitter  almonds,  pep- 
permint, etc.,  which  is  said  **  to  ngree  well  "  with  even  the  most 
delicate  stomachs  !     Wo  tliiuk  one  cup  would  suflfice  for  our  bieak- 
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Cut The  name  of  Dr.  Bowling,  instead  of  Prof.  Eve,  should 

have  been  inserted  in  onrnotioe  (Sept.  No.)  of  a  visit  to  Dr.  Horace 
Oree^'s  office. ^Professors  Gross  and  Richardson  are  now  domi- 
ciled in  their  new  quarters,  Philadelphia. We  had  the  pleasure^ 

a  few  days  since,  of  meeting  our  old  friend.  Prof.  Middleton  Gold- 
tmith,  on  his  way  to  lectare  at  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine, 
Lonisville.    We  predict  for  him  a  good  reception  in  that  city. 

B. 


We  find  in  the  London  Medical  Timet  and  Gazette,  for  Oc- 
tober, a  brief  report  of  the  introductory  lectures  recently  delivered 
at  the  various  hospitals  in  that  city  at  the  opening  of  the  medical 
setsion.  None  of  these  have  given  us  so  much  satisfaction  as  that 
delivered  by  Mr.  Spencer  Wells,  at  the  Grosvenor  Place  School  of 
Medicine,  adjoining  St.  George's  Hospital.  We  are  glad  to  see 
that  he  has  had  the  boldness  to  attack  the  present  absurd  method  of 
medical  teaching.  Surely  the  day  cannot  be  far  distant  when  one 
more  rational  and  effective  shall  be  established.  We  submit  to  the 
nader  whether  Mr.  Wells  has  not  taken  a  common  sense  view  of 
the  subject: 

"You  are  aware,"  he  remarks,  "that  in  our  universities  the 
■tndenta  are  taught  by  college  tutors  and  by  university  professors. 
The  professor  expounds  to  his  hearers  the  doctriues  of  the  best 
anthers  on  the  subject  umler  consideration,  adding  his  own  com- 
iienta,  in  the  form  of  a  read  or  extempore  lecture.  The  only  part 
the  student  has  to  perform  is  to  linten,  to  take  notes  of  what  he 
hears,  to  reflect  upon  it,  and  endeavor  to  remember  what  he  thus 
learns.  He  takes  no  active  part  in  the  scene.  He  is  not  required 
lo  prove  that  he  has  understood  what  he  has  heard,  or  to  show 
that  he  could  apply  the  knowledge  he  has  acquired  in  a  practical 
manner.  Mere  professorial  addresses,  even  when  the  lecturer  is 
able  and  the  matter  good,  have,  consequently,  but  very  little  attrac- 
tion for  students  ;  indeed,  so  little,  that  it  has  been  found  almost 
vniversally  impossible  to  keep  a  voluntaiy  class  together,  and  the 
^paratns  of  roll -calls  and  certificates  has  become  necessary.  I  do 
not  say  that  such  formal  lectures  do  no  good,  but  they  do  little  or 
no  more  than  the  reading  a  good  book  on  the  subject  treated ;  and 
if  they  do  good,  it  is  to  the  men  of  active,  ambitious  minds  who 
would  distinguish  themselves  under  any  system,  llie  only  influ- 
ence they  exercinc  upon  Uie  dull  or  idle  is  to  make  them  still  more 
doll,  and  to  give  thcni  an  excuse  for  i<llcncss. 

'*  Yet  this  has  been  the  ordinary  mode  of  teaching,  medical  stu- 
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dents  hav6  been  subjected  to.  The  natural  conseqnenoe  has  been, 
that  a  host  of  private  tutors  have  sprung  up  to  supply  what  was  a 
real  and  natural  want  They  adopted  the  tutorial  system  of  oiur 
colleges.  According  to  this  system  the  student  is  not  a  mera  lia- 
tenor,  bat  becomes  an  actor.  He  translates  a  Greek  or  Latin  bool^ 
proves  a  proposition,  or  Holves  an  equation,  under  the  eye  of  hk 
tutor,  or  answers  questions  testing  his  knowledge.  He  must  no* 
only  receive  knowledge,  he  must  prove  that  he  has  done  so.  Hi 
must  show  not  only  that  ho  is  full,  but  that  he  is  precise  and  ready. 
Had  our  private  tutors  really  worked  this  system  well,  they  would 
have  become  great  public  benefactors.  Unfortunately  they  abused 
it.  Their  teaching  was  directed  to  mere  preparation  for  a  compul- 
sory examination.  It  became  of  little  importance  whether  the  sfca- 
dent  were  really  well  informed,  if  he  could  only  make  it  appear 
that  he  were  so  to  his  examiners.  The  knowledge  acquired  for 
mere  examination  may  strengthen  the  memory,  but  it  does  not 
strengthen  the  general  powers  of  the  mind.  The  student  is  satii^ 
fied,  without  clearing  away  difficulties  he  finds  in  his  own  mind,  if 
he  can  only  satisfy  his  examiners.  He  wishes  to  express  himsdf 
clearly,  and  is  content  if  he  cs/i  do  so,  even  although  he  cannot  see 
clearly.  He  does  not  acquire  sound  reasoning  habits.  What  he 
learns  by  rote  is  soon  foigotten.  He  neglects  useful  pursuits  in 
order  to  study  subjects  immediately  connected  with  his  examine 
tion.  He  is  a  solaier  trained  for  the  review,  not  for  the  battle;  and 
even  if  ho  pass  muster,  tho  temporary  effort  of  the  mind  is  fol- 
lowed by  apathy  and  forgetfulness.  I  do  not  acqnit  our  examining 
boards  of  all  blame  in  this  matter.  They  have  neglected  to  test 
the  knowledge  of  candidates  practically.  The  University  of  Lon« 
don  and  the  £ast  India  Board  have  done  much  to  repair  this  error  ; 
and  their  experience  has  shown  how  great  it  has  been.  Out  of 
forty-five  candidates  at  one  examination,  only  three  could  plug  the 
nostrils ;  not  half  could  apply  a  bandage.  Yet  these  are  men  who 
had  passed  our  halls  and  colleges  with  credit.  No  wonder,  theUp 
that  the  grinding  gentlemen  can  boast  that  they  can  pass  a  man  in 
three  months  Avho  does  not  know  an  artery  from  a  vein.  But  think 
what  a  wretched  being  such  a  man  will  be  when  he  comes  to  tarn* 
per  with  tho  lives  of  his  fellow-creatures.  His  diagrams  and  his 
tables  are  useless  at  tho  bedside.  He  has  none  of  the  practical 
knowloiige  it  is  our  aim  to  impart  when  we  endeavor  to  attain  all 
the  advantages  of  the  pure  tutorial  system.  Now,  the  great  charac- 
teristic of  this  system  is  tho  prominence  given  to  teaching  by  inter- 
rogation, not  by  inducing  tho  student  to  commit  to  memory  answers 
to  a  series  of  questions — this  is  the  abuse  of  the  system,  which 
leads  to  tho  evils  I  have  just  pointed  out— but,  by  setting  a  pro- 
blem Ixjfore  the  pupil,  and,  instead  of  solving  it  for  him,  question- 
ing him  until  he  searches  for  himself,  and  tho  latent  powers  of  his 
mind  becoming  developed,  he  discovers  its  solution. 
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*'  It  18  the  aim  of  the  tntorial  syBtem,  gentlemen,  to  call  forth  the 
latent  powers  of  the  mind,  to  make  the  pupil  [«arch  for  the  troth, 
and  diKcover  it  for  himself,  to  point  oat  his  errors,  and  to  put  him 
into  the  waj  of  avoiding  thorn,  to  show  him  where  he  is  ignorant, 
iHid  how  he  may  acquire  knowledge.  Depend  upon  it  that  knowl- 
edge thus  acquired  is  solki  and  certain.  The  mind  does  not  hocome 
a  mere  storriionfie,  hut  the  reflective  powers  are  strengthened,  and 
the  student  is  enabled  to  speak  and  act  well  and  efficiently,  and  meet 
manfully  the  difficulties  he  must  encounter  in  his  course  through 
life." 

After  showing  how  the  diflferent  teachers  carried  their  opinions 
into  practice,  Mr.  Wells  strongly  advised  the  pupils  to  contend  for 
the  prizes  offered  in  each  clasH,  a«Furing  them  that  those  who  are 
eminent  among  their  college  compeern,  are  those  who  are  eminent 
afterwards  among  their  brotlier  practitioners ;  and  urging  them, 
while  rivals,  still  to  be  friends,  and  giving  various  instances  from 
the  biographies  of  eminent  physicians,  to  prove  that  success  and 
happiness  could  be  best  assured  by  a  friendly  competition. 

The  following  extract  from  an  editorial  article,  in  the  same 
journal,  shows  that  our  own  country  is  not  alone  afflicted  with  the 
mnltiplication  of  medical  schools  : 

"  The  competition  among  the  medical  schools  has  prevented  any 
one  of  the  number  from  enforcing  that  attention  to  study,  and  that 
inbmission  to  discipline,  whiuh  ought  to  mark  the  conduct  of  learn- 
ers;  for  if  one  school  were  to  adopt  a  high  principle  in  this  re- 
spect, it  would  be  outbidden  by  other  schools,  where,  perhaps,  the 
morality  is  less  strict. 

"  We  conceive  that  the  lecturers  of  all  the  medical  schools  should 
make  it  their  duty  to  ascertain,  by  personal  investigation,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  pupils  ;  that  they  should  institute  regular  periodical 
esamiuations  in  all  the  classes,  which  the  students  should  be  bound 
to  attend  ;  and  tlmt  on  no  account  should  oertificales  of  attendance 
on  lectures  and  hospital  practice  bo  gpranted  except  to  those  who 
have  really  availed  themselves  of  the  instruction  offered.  Such  a 
oonrse,  honestly  pursued  on  the  part  of  all  the  teachers,  would  tend 
to  raise  most  materially  the  standard  of  medical  qualification,  and  to 
leenre  to  the  public  a  Kupply  of  highly  educated  gentlemen  as  their 
medical  attendants.  Under  the  present  system,  or  mther  want  of 
^stem,  a  young  man  may  waste  in  idleness  a  great  portion  of  the 
three  years  usually  devoted  to  attendance  on  lectures  and  hospital 

E act  ice,  and  may  yet,  by  means  of  a  "  grinder,"  escape  the  vigi- 
ace  of  the  examining  boards,  and  receive  his  diploma.  How  far 
the  examining  boards  are  to  blaiue  for  not  making  their  examina- 
tions a  test  of  practical  knuwloilgc,  we  may  discuss  on  some  early 
occasion."  i. 
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Malpraxis  IK  Midwifery. — An  adjonrned  xnanest  (which  wm 
opened  on  Saturday),  on  the  hody  of  Hannah  Newton,  wife  of  a 
shop-keeper  in  Barton-npon  Irweil,  was  held  on  Monday,  at  th* 
Bird-in-hand  public-house  there,  before  Mr.  Butter,  county  coroner, 
and  a  verdict  of  manslaughter  returned  against  Edmond  Astltf, 
who  represents  himself  to  bo  a  surgeon  and  M.  D.  of  Aberdeen  (Jni- 
versity,  and  who  has  been  practicing  as  such  in  Panticroft  for  tha 
last  eighteen  months,  for  having  caused  the  death  of  Mrs.  Newton 
by  his  carelessness  or  incompetency.  The  drcamstanoee  of  the 
case  are  of  a  very  painful  character.  Deceased  was  41  years  of  age^ 
and  was  the  mother  of  seventeen  children,  nine  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. On  Wednesday  last  she  was  again  confined,  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
cox, who  has  been  practicing  as  a  midwife  for  twenty-four  years, 
was  called  in.  On  examination,  she  declined  undertaking  the  can 
herself,  and  Mr.  Astle  was  sent  for.  He  arrived  between  three  and 
four,  and  remained  till  dusk,  doing,  as  he  said,  all  he  could,  and 
keeping  Mrs.  Newton  in  the  greatest  agony,  but  without  effecting 
the  delivery  of  the  child.  He  used  no  instruments ;  only  his  hands. 
At  last  he  said  he  could  not  do  it,  and  when  he  left  the  poor  woman 
was  no  nearer  delivery  than  when  he  came.  The  nurse,  as  he  waa 
going  away,  asked  what  was  to  be  done,  and  his  reply  was  thai 
he  had  other  people  to  attend,  and  that  he  must  attend  to  them  aa 
well  as  to  her.  She  asked  again,  and  he  said,  **  Nature  must  do 
it."  She  replied  that  nature  must  be  helped,  and  to  this  he  only  an- 
swered, "  You  are  here,  you  can  do  it  aH  well  as  me."  On  coming 
down  stairs,  Mr.  Astle  was  met  by  the  husband,  who  said,  **  Well, 
can  you  do  any  thing  for  her?"  He  said,  *•  I  cannot ;  it  must  be 
nature  that  can  do  it;  nothing  else  can  do  it."  The  husband  an- 
swered. **  That  will  not  do  for  me ;  can  you  do  any  thing  for  her 
or  not  ?"     He  said,  •'  I  can  not." 

The  husband  then  said  that  he  must  look  after  somebody  else 
that  could  do  it,  and  with  that  Astle  left,  without  saying  any- 
thing more.  The  husband  then  went  up  stairs  and  spoke  to  de- 
ceased, and  she  said,  **  That  man  has  murdered  me — he  has  mur- 
dered me."  Mr.  Koe,  surgeon  of  Eccles,  was  then  sent  for,  and 
whilst  he  was  in  the  house,  Astle  came  back.  The  husband  said  to 
him,  **  What  are  you  wanting  again?"  He  replied,  ••  I  must  see 
the  job  out,  as  I  commenced  it."  To  this  the  husband  objected  ; 
and  then  Astle  said,  •«  Well,  I  shall  look  for  payment  whether  I  go 
up  or  not."  The  husband  said,  **  Very  well,"  and  Astle  then  left. 
Mr.  Roe,  finding  deceased  in  a  very  bad  state,  requested  the  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Welsh,  of  Eccles.  These  two  medical  gentlemen  then 
8uccecdo<l  in  delivering  Mrs.  Newton  of  a  still-born  child,  but  the 
poor  woman  died  during  the  night  of  Thursday.  Astle  called  on 
Tliursday  evening  and  asked  the  husband  how  Mrs.  Newton  was. 
The  husband  replied  that  she  was  living,  but  that  was  all ;  and  As- 
tle then  said,    '*1  have  no  doubt  if  I  had  been  allowed  to  attend* 
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■he  would  have  been  right."  He  offered  to  come  again,  but  the 
hneband  aaid  he  had  no  need.  Mr.  lioe  and  Mr.  Welsh,  in  their 
•▼idencei  described  fnlly  the  state  in  which  ibej  fonnd  Mrs.  New- 
ton at  the  time  when  they  were  first  called,  and  the  result  of  their 
■nbeeqnent  examination  of  the  body ;  and  they  coincided  in  the 
opinion  that  deceased  had  come  by  her  death  in  consequence  of  in- 
jury (a  rupture  five  or  six  inches  long)  to  the  soft  parts  of  the  va- 
S'na,  caused  by  force,  such  force  being  improper  and  unnecessary. 
r.  Welsh  added,  that  the  injury  must  have  been  done  by  a  hand 
forcibly  thrust  up  into  the  parts  ;  and  that  it  could  not  have  been 
produced  by  natural  causes.  Mr.  lioe  stateil  that  Astle  had  no  di- 
ploma from  Aberdeen  University,  and  Mr.  Welsh  said  the  name 
did  not  occur  in  the  list  of  medical  practitioners  in  his  "  London 
and  Provincial  Medical  Directory ;"  but  he  found  in  the  list  of 
those  who  had  not  given  any  return  of  the  nature  of  their  qualifi- 
cations, "  Astlc — ^Rainford,  Lancashire."  Dr.  Clay,  of  Piccadilly, 
Manchester,  was  called  for  the  defense.  The  result  of  his  evidence 
waa  merely  that  such  a  ruptui«  as  that  of  which  deceased  died  was 
of  occasional  occurrence  ;  but  he  had  to  admit,  on  cross-exam Iba^ 
tion,  that  it  was  of  rare  occurrence  in  the  hands  of  practitioners, 
though  it  might  occur  by  the  use  of  instruments.  The  jury  re- 
tained a  verdict  of  "manslaughter"  against  Edmund  Astle,  and 
.he  waa  committed  for  trial  at  the  assizes. — London  Timet  and  Oa- 


J7*  We  copy  from  the  New  Ilampnhire  Journal  of  Medicine  for 
October,  the  following  interesting  letter  from  Dr.  J.  B.  Grecly,  of 
Nashua,  N.  H. : 

EDinmrBOR,  Scotland,  Aug.  23,  185C. 

My  Dear  Doctor  : — ^Following  the  diiections  which  you  ho  kindly 
fiimished  me,  I  found  myself,  vci  y  soon  after  my  arrival  in  this  city, 
comfortably  located  and  feeling  very  much  at  home. 

I  waa  so  fortunate  as  to  arrive  here  at  tlic  commencement  of  the 
Summer  Kesvion  of  the  University,  and  have  for  the  last  three 
months  enjoyed  unceaNing  pleasure  in  listening  to  lectures,  attending 
clinics,  witnessing  operatiousi,  and  in  friendly  intercourse  with  the 
gentlemen  of  our  profession,  whoM)  kindness  I  shall  ever  remember 
with  the  warmest  gratitude.  I  foci  safe  in  promising  to  any  Araer- 
kmn,  who  may  desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  medical  opportuni- 
ties of  this  city,  a  similar  politeness  on  the  part  of  the  Edinburgh 
profession.  There  is  a  general  fueling  of  kiudncKS  and  an  apprecia- 
tion of  merit  exhibited  towards  our  countrymen  that  1  had  hardly 
expected  to  see.  Scarcely  a  day  iiassos  that  I  do  not  hear  some  of 
oor  first  men  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms.  It  was  but  yesterday, 
that  adiatii^uhad  anigeon,  in  adjusting  a  fractured  femur,  made 
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nse  of  Prof.  E.  K.  Sanborn's  Bplint,  wliich  he  styled  the  "greet 
American  Splmt."  In  applying  at  the  same  time,  adhesive  straps, 
as  a  means  of  extension,  he  informed  the  claas  that  these  wen 
'*  firRt  introduced  into  practice  by  an  American,  Dr.  Josiah  Croabj, 
of  Manchester,  N.  H."  This  is  only  one  instance  of  an  almoat 
daily  occurrence,  and  being  the  only  American  here  at  present,  it  has 
gTatifie<l  me  not  a  little,  I  assure  you,  to  hear  so  ofben  a  public  raoog- 
nition  of  the  merits  of  my  countrymen. 

I  may  here  say  that  Wood's  PracHee  of  Jfedidm  istheackno^- 
edged  text  book  in  that  department.  In  fact,  there  is  no  other  Ib 
general  use. 

Your  correspondence,  Doctor,  of  last  winter,  from  Edinbargh. 
described  so  fully  and  correctly  the  hospital  and  other  facilitiee  of 
the  place,  that  I  bhould  only  be  repeating  were  I  to  attempt  an  ao- 
cnrate  account  of  them  now.  I  may  only  say  that  the  medioal 
aohools  located  here  deserve  most  judtly  the  high  encomiums  b^ 
stowed  upon  them  throughout  the  world.  Here  the  student  can  lis- 
ten, every  secular  day  in  the  year,  to  the  teachings  of  the  masten  ife 
our  profession.  Here  he  can  see  every  species  of  disease  which 
afflicts  humanity  treated  with  the  most  consummate  skill  by  the 
most  thoroughly  practical  and  learned  men  of  the  age.  Here  be  can 
see  the  deformed  relieved  so  far  as  science  will  permit,  "the crooked 
made  straight,"  diseased  portions  lopped  off,  as  though  by  magiiPp 
and  with  a  dexterity  truly  wondci-ful.  He  can  here  Hud  abundasit 
material  for  his  diHKccting  knife,  and  ample  scope  for  botanical 
research.  One  of  the  best  libraries  in  the  world  is  open  to  him, 
and  he  can  have  an  easy  access  to  all  the  numerous  hospitals  and 
dispensaries  in  the  city. 

1  have  thought,  Doctor,  that  perhaps  a  brief  sketch  of  some  of 
the  most  prominent  men  in  the  medical  ami  surgical  departments 
of  the  Edinburgh  Schools  wouldnot  be  wholly  uninteresting  to  your 
readers.  I  may  mention  first,  Professor  Miller,  the  surgeon,  a  per- 
fect gentloinan  and  tlie  idol  of  the  students.  In  his  lectures  he  is 
clear,  fluent,  and  impressive,  dwelling  upon  the  most  important 
points  with  such  energy  that  they  are  imlelibly  fixeil  in  the  mind  of 
the  hean»r.  It  sei'ms  as  though  the  most  obtuse  among  his  listeners 
could  not  sit  for  a  single  hour  without  imbibiftg,  to  say  the  least,  a 
vast  amount  of  knowledge.  In  his  manner  Prof.  Miller  is  graceful, 
easy,  and  polite.  In  his  operations,  he  is  cool,  skilful,  and  extremely 
neat,  and  he  explains  to  the  class,  as  he  proceeds,  each  step  whicn 
he  makes,  the  anatomical  relations  which  present  themselves,  and 
the  pui*pose  which  he  has  in  view. 

Next  in  order  is  Syme,  whose  world-wide  reputation  as  a  surgeon 
attracts  hosts  of  students  to  Edinburgh,  and  whose  clinics  are 
attended  by  probably  a  laiger  number  than  any  other  lecturer  here. 
Originality,  quickness,  and  dexterity  are  the  characteristics  of  his 
operations.     I  may  note  a  few  of  those  peculiar  to  himself.      In 
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oopntating  a  limh,  instead  of  transfixing  it  with  a  knife»  as  is  com* 
^lonly  recommended  by  our  snrgeons^  be  makes  his  flaps  by  cntting 
from  the  surface  down  upon  the  bone.  By  this  method,  the  mns- 
das  are  not  retracted  afterwards  so  far,  the  flaps  are  always  even 
«m1  unite  more  readily  by  the  first  insertion. 

In  excision  of  the  superior  maxillary  bone,  instead  of  making  two 
long  incisions  through  the  cheek,  and  thus  leaving  an  ugly  cicatrix, 
hi  makes  but  one  in  the  mesial  line  of  the  upper  lip,  which,  in  re- 
coveringy  leaves  but  a  line,  hardly  observable.  In  excision  of  the 
ilbow  joint,  he  makes  an  incision  into  the  joint,  close  above  the 
olecranon,  extending  from  the  inner  eiige  of  that  process  to  the  exter- 
nal tuberosity  of  the  humerus,  and  at  each  extremity  of  thin  cut  he 
Bakes  another  incision  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  both  upward 
and  downward  in  the  long  direction  of  the  limb,  thus  giving  the 
SBtire  external  incision  a  resemblance  to  the  letter  If,  He  claims 
M  the  advantage  of  this  incision  over  others  which  have  been  recom- 
Mended,  a  greater  safety  to  the  ulna  nerve,  which  lies  close  upon  the 
inner  side  of  the  olecranon. 

I  must  not  foTget  to  mention  among  the  celebrities  of  our  profes- 
sion in  Edinburgh,  Dr.  W.  T.  Oairdner,  Professor  of  the  I*ractic6 
of  Phyitio.  lliough  a  young  man,  he  has  taken  a  high  position  in 
the  practice  of  Medicine,  and  has  proved  himself  worthy  to  fill  it 
with  honor.  His  opinions  are  respected  by  all,  and  his  writings  are 
ngmtded  as  standard  authority.  Crowds  of  students  follow  him 
AirDngk  his  wards,  busy  with  their  pencils  in  noting  every  word  and 
ki  recording  his  concitse  and  pertinent  suggestions.  No  one,  certain* 
ly,  could  possess  a  more  happy  faculty  of  making  a  clinical  visit  so 
fne  from  formality,  so  encouraging  to  tlie  patient,  and  so  calculated 
to  remove  the  agitation,  feeling  of  embarrassment,  and  dinlike  which 
the  presence  of  a  phynician  and  a  large  class  of  students  so  fre- 
quently inspires.  As  a  lecturer  Prof.  G.  is  plain,  distinct,  and  com- 
prehen»ive. 

To  the  American  Profession  Dr.  Simpton  needs  no  introduction. 
His  numerous  papers  publislicd  in  tlie  British  JoumalM  of  Medicine 
daring  the  last  fittecn  years,  have  given  him  a  lasting  reputation  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  rapid  sale  of  his  Obstetric  works, 
edited  here  by  Dr.  Priestly,  and  in  America  by  Dr.  Htorcr,  of  ISos- 
tOB,  ia  a  sufficient  proof  of  hifi  popularity.  During  the  last  throe 
anontha,  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  see  much  of  hin  private  prac- 
tice in  this  city,  and  have  been  surprised  i-ontinually,  not  only  at  his 
wonderful  success  in  treatment,  and  accuracy  in  diagnosiR,  but  at  the 
■larvclons  amount  of  labor  which  he  ])crforms.  With  his  house 
Ulerally  crowded  with  patients  from  morning  till  night,  no  one  who 
mm  not  aware  of  his  habits  of  midnight  stwiy  could  comprehend  at 
all  how  he  could  command  a  moment's  time  to  prepare  the  valuable 
isaya  which  regularly  make  their  monthly  appearance  from  his  pen. 
Ihavekad  the  pleasure  several  times  of  seeing  him  perform  his 
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operation  of  incision  of  the  oerviz  uteri  for  obstmctiva  dysmen- 
orrhcsa,  and  always  with  perfect  snccess. 

I  have  ako  Heen  him  use  his  intra-nterine  pessaries  with  marked 
l)enefit  in  many  cases,  which  have  reshted  all  other  irealment,  and 
notwithstanding  the  objections  made  to  their  nse  by  Dr.  Eoberi 
LeCp  of  London,  a  fair  trial  and  care  in  selecting  and  applying  one 
of  the  size  adapted  to  each  individual  case,  will,  I  am  sure,  convince 
almost  any  one  of  their  utility  and  capability,  as  a  last  resort  at 
least,  of  relieving  many  patients  of  this  serious  trouble. 

Dr.  Simpson  was  so  kind  as  to  invite  me,  the  other  day,  to  go  and 
visit  with  him  an  American  lady  under  his  treatment.  I  have  his 
permission  to  detail  the  case.  The  patient  is  from  New  York  city, 
and  has  had  a  severe  menorrhagia  for  the  last  eight  years.  She  has 
suffered,  in  conjunction  with  this,  a  long  course  of  Homeopathio 
treatment  in  New  York.  Her  physicians  had  no  clue  to  her  real 
disease,  never  proposed  the  Touch  or  the  speculum,  and  finally  in 
despair  recommended  a  sea  voyage  which  luckily  brought  her  to  this 
city.  Her  husband  sent  for  Dr.  Simpson,  and  judging  from  the 
minute  history  of  the  case  and  the  condition  of  the  patient,  he  con- 
cluded that  she  must  have  a  polypus  uteri.  An  examination  showed 
the  OS  uteri  closed  and  of  normal  size,  but  on  the  introduction  of  the 
uterine  sound  an  uterine  tumor  was  dictinctly  felt.  The  irritation  of 
the  sound  brought  on  labor  pains,  and  the  tumor  was  soon  foroed 
through  the  cervix.  Dr.  S.  preferring  to  let  nature  remove  it  if  sha 
would,  left  lier  in  this  condition.  The  next  moining  we  found  the 
patient  veiy  weak,  having  lost  a  laige  amount  of  blood.  The  tumor 
still  protruiling  through  the  cervix,  Dr,  S.  anticipating  danger  from 
longer  delay,  seized  it  with  a  pair  of  strong  lithotomy  forceps,  and 
twisted  it  from  itH  attachments.  The  hemorrhage  ceased  at  once, 
and  the  patient,  under  a  careful  tonic  course,  is  rapidly  recovering 
health  and  strength,  a  remarkable  inr^tance,  upon  the  whole,  of  the 
benetit  of  a  sua  voyage  in  getting  rid  of  a  polypus  uteri. 

Dr.  Simpson  is  atteiuptiug  the  railical  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy  by 
establishing  a  fistulous  comuiunieatiori  between  the  cavity  of  the 
cyst  and  that  of  the  peritoucuiu.  He  does  this  by  puncturing  the 
cnlaigtHl  ovary  with  a  trocar  ond  canula  in  the  ordinar}'  way,  but 
allowing  only  a  small  portion  of  the  fluid  to  escape  by  the  canula. 
This  is  ihen  withdrawn  and  the  union  of  the  external  wound  pro- 
motcjd.  hy  prcssing  the  tumor  gently  every  day  he  forces  a  little  of 
the  fluid  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  and  thus  keeps  the 
wound  in  the  tumor  open.  I  have  seen  several  of  Dr.  S.'s  patients 
who  have  been  subjected  to  this  mode  of  treatment  with  apparent 
success.  One  of  them  has  been  under  treatment  many  months,  the 
cyst  occasionally  iiiling  but  easUy  rcduccii  by  gentle  pressure,  show 
ing  that  the  iissuro  still  remains  open. 

My  letter.  Doctor,  is  already  longer  than  I  had  intended,  and  I 
must,  for  the  present,  bid  you  and  your  readers  adieu.     J.  B.  U. 
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Caae  of  Ovariotomy.  By  George  Fries,  M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

On  the  9th  of  July  last  T  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  C.  of 
this  city,  on  account  of  an  enlargement  of  the  ^bdomcn. 
She  informed  me  that  she  was  fifty-one  years  of  age,  that  she 
menstruated  regularly,  and  had  always  enjoyed  tolerably 
good  health.     She  is  the  mother  of  several  children. 

About  eight  years  ago,  soon  after  confinement  with  her 
Ift  Btchild,  she  observed  in  her  right  iliac  region  a  small  tumor, 
which  continuedto  grow  at  a  moderate  rate  till  a  year  since, 
when  it  rapidly  increased  so  as  to  fill  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen. At  no  time  had  she  pain,  soreness  or  other  indica- 
tion of  inflammatory  action  in  the  part,  and  she  had  suffered 
but  little  aside  from  mere  distension  of  the  abdomen. 

Diagnosis. — The  abdomen  fluctuates  distinctly  on  purcus- 
non.  There  is  dropsy.  The  tumor  is  smooth,  regularly  pro- 
tuberant, changing  but  little  with  the  altered  position  of  the 
patient.  When  she  is  on  her  back  there  is  dulness  on  pev- 
eussion  at  the  umbilicus,  with  resonance  in  the  lumbar  region. 
There  is  no  bulging  of  the  sides  of  the  abdomen.  The  fluid 
VOL.  xvn. — NO.  47. 


722  Fries  oh  Oimkkmfi. 

is  in  fronty  the  inteatiQes  behincL  The  dropaj  is  encjstedJ 
The  cyst  is  probably  uniloeiilar;  and  being  readily  shifted  tnm 
sid^.to^de^  and^there  haying  been  no  eridenoe  of  inflMrnn^". 
tory  ^otkUf  i%  li  probabl^jinot  adheint  to  a^jaeent  i|tr^|ll£w» 
The  history  of  the  case  shows 'i6i  oripn  to  haye  Ikim.  m,  or 
near  the  right  oyarinm. 

This  diagnosis  was  subseqaently  confirmed  by  Frofoasor 
Blackman  of  this  city,  and  Dr.  Erans  of  Corington  Ey. 

I  at  once  adtised  the  patient  of  the  nature  of  malady  and 
the  treatment  necessary  fer  its  removal,  but  declined  operal- 
ing  then  on  accoont  of  the  ezcessiye  heat  of  the  weather.    ■ 

Oct.  SOth,  assisted  by  the  aboye  named  gentlemen,  Ibg* 
0.  being  nnder  the  inflnence  of  Chloroform,  I  made  aa 
incision  three  inches  in  length,  into  the  cayity  of  iifr 
abdomen,  low  down,  juid  in  the  line  of  the  linea-alba*  l&s 
tumor  bfong  exposed,  it  was  tapped  with  a  small  aiied  troflftr» 
and  abont  thirty  pounds  of  light,  dear  and  colorless  flvidirera 
permitted  gradually  to  escape. 

Afterwards  the  empty  sac  was  withdrawn  without  difficidty, 
its  pedicle  ligated,  and  the  wound  dressed  in  the  usual 
manner."*" 

Her  subsequent  treatment  consisted  mainly  in  regulation 
of  her  diet,  and  the  use  of  opium,  of  this  she  took  two  grains 
eyery  two  hours  for  the  first  day,  fifteen  grains  the  second, 
and  ten  grains  on  the  third.  On  the  fourth  day,  haying  had 
no  passage  from  her  bowels  since  the  operation,  she  was 
ordered  Croton  Oil  and  Turpentine  in  su£Scient  quantity  to 
produce  the  effect  desired.  Afterwards  we  gaye  an  occasional 
opiate  or  laxative,  as  the  indications  of  the  case  seemed  to 
require. 

It  is  now  fifteen  days  since  this  operation  was  performed* 
The  ligature  from  the  pedicle  haying  come  away  on  yester- 
day,  wo   regard  the  recoyery  of  our  patient  as  beyond 

*With  the  exception,  that  a  large  darnlof  needle  waa  paaaed  throoghlb* 
pedicle  juft  interior  to  the  Ugatare,  and  tranareraly  and  exterior  to  the  wonad, 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  adhenion  between  the  pedicle  and  the  edge!  ef 
the  incision,  and  securing  more  effectaally  againat  the  admlaloiL  of  alooghiiig 
matter  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
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doubt.  Indeed,  at  no  time  has  she  presented  a  simple  untoward 
symptom. 

I  believe  this  plan  of  making  the  short  incision,  tapping 
and  withdrawing  the  empty  Bac,originated  with  Mr.  Jeaffireson, 
of  Framlingham,  England.  It  has  been  very  little  practised 
in  this  country,  while  its  adoption  in  all  cases  like  this  one, 
where  the  cyst  is  simple,  and  not  adherent,  would  seem  to  be 
the  plain  dictate  of  common  sense. 


As  stated  in  the  above  report  it  was  our  privilege  to  assist 
Dr.  Fries  in  his  very  interesting  and  successful  operation,  in 
which  every  circumstance  of  the  case  was  highly  favorable  to 
the  small  incision.  We  find,  that  Dr.  F.  is  incorrect  in 
awarding  priority  to  a  British  surgeon  for  proposing  and 
practising  this  method,  for  Dr.  Nathan  Smith  performed  it  in 
July,  1821,  as  the  reader  may  learn  by  referring  to  the 
Memoirs  of  his  son  Dr.  Nathan  R.  Smith,  now  of  Baltimore. 

In  his  case,  the  incision  was  three  inches  in  length. 
The  sac  was  emptied  of  its  contents  (8  lbs),  separated  from 
its  adhesions  to  the  omentum,  and  to  the  abdominal  parietcs, 
when  it  was  withdrawn,  the  pedicle  ligated  and  divided,  and 
the  patient  speedily  recovered. 

If  we  mistake  not  Mr.  Jeaffreson's  first  operation,  in  which 
the  incision  was  only  one  and  half  inches  in  length,  was 
reported  in  the  London  Lancet,  for  January,  1837,  the  opera- 
tion having  been  performed  in  March,  1836,  some  fifteen 
years  after  that  of  our  distinguished  countryman  Dr.  Trow- 
bridge, now  of  Watertown,  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 
operated  by  the  short  incision — 4  inches — in  April,  1827. 
Owing  to  the  adhesions  in  this  case,  however,  the  operation 
was  abandoned,  and  port  wine  and  water  injected.  The 
patient  recovered.  This  case  was  reported  in  the  Boston 
Medical  Intelligencer,  Vol.  V.  1827.  In  January  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  Dr.  Ezra  P.  Bonnet  of  Danbury,  Conn,  operated 
by  the  small  incision — 3  inches — ^with  perfect  success,  (Am^n- 
Journaly  Med.  Scienctj  April,  1856). 


'ed, 
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Dr.  Lyman,  in  the  Egisay  noticed  in  the  Not*  no,  of 
Western  Lancet,  has  attempted  to  estimate  the  cotnparatife 
merits  of  the  long,  and  ahort  incision.  Of  260  cases,  collected 
by  him,  117  were  shorty  148  long*  Of  tho  117  short  inciajOQA, 
the  operation  ivas  completed  in  tlO;  of  whom  87  recovered, 
and  23  died ;  or  one  in  2  14-2S,  or  38-33  in  100.  Of  the  5| 
in  which  the  operation  was  abandonedj  44  recovered  and 
died,  or  one  in  4  5-13* 

Of  the  143  long  iDcisions,  the  operation  was  completed 
123;  of  these  72  recovered^  51  died  ;  or  one  in  2  7-17,  or  41,'' 
46  in  100.  Of  the  143  long  mcisiona  the  operation  ww 
abandoned  in  only  20  cases;  of  these  11  recoTered,  and  9 
died. 

While,  therefore,  every  surgeon  mmi  assent  to  the  opimon 
advanced  hj  Dr.  Fries,  viz.  that  the  adoption  of  the  email 
incision  in  all  cases  like  his  own^  in  which  the  cyst  was  uiii- 
localor  and  no u- adherent,  would  seem  to  he  the  plain  dJclalQ^ 
of  common  sen£e,  the  statistics  collected  by  Dr.  Lyman  proi^H 
beyond  question  that  it  cannot  succeed  in  many  of  the  cases 
which  present  themselves  to  the  operator, 

In  defending  the  claims  of  Dr-  Nathan  Smith  to  priority 
in  the  small  incisiun,  wedonot  forget  the  operation  performed 
by  a  French  snrgeon,  L'Aumonier,  of  Rouen,  in  Jan,  1T82, 
Americans  claim  for  Dr.  McDowell,  of  Ky,,  priority  in  OTar- 
iotoray,  (Dec,  1809),  and  we  submit  to  onr  readers  the  follow- 
ing report  of  L' Anmonier  s  operation,  that  they  may  judga 
for  themselves,  whether  an  incision  through  the  abdominal 
walla  for  the  purpose  of  evacuating  an  inguinal  abscess  d^ 
serves  to  be  rogirded  m  a  methodical  operation  for  ovariotomy; 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Lyman's  elaborate  essay  for  the  dk)r 
tails  which  he  transcribed  from  the  Memoirea  de  la  SocieU  d§ 
Medicine^  1782,  p.  296.  Dr.  L.  also  refers  for  a  notice  of  tbe 
same  to  the  Lond.  Med.  Gazette^  vol.  XXXV,  Jeafiresoi^ 
Table;  and  Britj  and  Far.  Med.  Rev.  Oct.  1843,  p.  898.  3^ 
following  is  the  report :  .  ^ 

Marie  Louise  Lagrange ;  prostitute ;  age,  twenty-one ;  Aa 
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disease  apparently  followed  delivery ;  exhausted  from  colliqua- 
tiye  diarrhoea ;  had  obstinate  diarrhoea,  and  purulent  discharge 
from  Tagina  increased  by  pressure  on  the  tumor.  Incision, 
four  inches,  along  lower  edge  of  obliquus  externus,  and  scir- 
rhous ovarian  cyst,  the  sixe  of  an  egg,  was  found  in  connec- 
tion with  an  abscess,  which  was  tapped ;  and  a  pint  of  dark 
fetid  pus  issued  from  the  Fallopian  tube,  with  which  the 
ovarian  abscess  communicated.  The  adhesions  were  torn 
away  between  the  tube  and  ovary,  and  the  latter  removed. 
No  Ligature  used,  though  there  was  some  hemorrhage  from  a 
branch  of  the  spermatic  artery.  The  cavity  of  the  tubular 
abscess  was  filled  with  lint,  dipped  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg  and 
in  honey,  with  cataplasms  over  the  whole,  the  external  wound 
not  being  closed.  The  intestines  were  so  strongly  adherent 
to  each  other  and  to  the  peritoneum,. as  to  retain  their  place 
without  protrusion  through  the  wound.  She  was  very  low 
until  the  sixteenth  day,  when  cerebral  symptoms  arose, 
which  ceased  on  the  appearance  of  the  menses.  Suppuration 
from  the  abscess  ceasea  the  twentieth  day  ;  and  she  left  the 
hospital,  well,  Feb.  20,  the  operation  having  been  performed 
Jan.  5, 1782. 

Daring  the  past  week  we  had  the  pleasure  of  forming  the 
•equaintanoe  of  Dr.  Dunlop,  of  Bipley,  Ohio,  who  informed 
w  that  he  had  operated  in  10  cases,  of  which  9  had  been  suc- 
oaasful !  In  our  own  practice  we  have  had  but  2  cases, 
of  which  one  was  unsuccessful,  yet  with  the  multitude  of  for- 
tunate cases  which  Dr.  Lyman  has  furnished  us,  and  the 
extraordinary  results  of  Dr.  Dunlop's  practice  before  us,  we 
fael  justified  in  refusing  our  assent  to  the  doctrine  laid  down 
by  Dr. William  Hunter  in  the  Medical  Oberservaiions  and  In- 
fuirie$y  vol.  U.  viz.  that  a  patient  with  ovarian  disease  '^  will 
have  the  best  chance  of  living  longest  who  does  the  least  to 
get  rid  of  it." 

In  our  last  number  we  gave  some  statistics  showing  the 
reaults  of  the  treatment  by  injection,  and  from  the  effects 
produced  in  some  of  the  instances  quoted,  one  is  strongly 
diigposed  to  question  with  the  late  Mr.  Pilcher,  whether  in- 
jection or  entire  extirpation  be  more  the  dangerous.  We 
obeerve,  however,  by  the  Land.  Med.  Time$  and  Oautte  for 
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October,  that  the  trestment  of  oTWian  ejritt  hj.  flit  ugeetaon 
of  splutioiiB  of  iodine  is  decidedly  gaining  &Tor  iriih  ihe 
London  profeflsion.  Comptete  racceae  Iiaa  not  been  attained 
in  any  instancei  bat  the  tendency  to, reUHhaa  been  reatralned. 
In  none  have  seriooB  symptoms  foUoired*  In  general,  the 
attempt  to  drain  out  the  solutionji  after  a  few  minates,  liai 
been  made,  bat  in  severa],  in  mlick  this  coald  not  be  aonna* 
plished,  from  four  to  six  oonces  of  thd  Fhanaaeopceial  tine* 
tore  has  been  left  in  without  ill  eonaequenees.  Two  firtil 
cases  are  referred  to  by  the  writer,  in  which  asdtes  was  mis- 
taken for  ovarian  dropsy,  and  the  solution  injected  into  the 
peritoneal  cavity.  .      B. 


Ihateetian  of  (he  JBOow^oini—Bj  Qmo.  C.  BLAOKiuir, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Sorgezy  in  the  Jfedical  College  of  Ohio ; 
Surgeon  to  die  Commercial  Hospital,  fcc,  Ac. 
^  Daring  the  early  part  of  May  last  I  was  consulted  bj 
Catherine  Greary,  of  Cumminsville,  who  was  suffering  from 
caries  of  the  articular  surfaces  of  the  bones  entering  into  the 
formation  of  the  elbow-joint.  She  was  24  years  of  age,  and 
of  a  healthy  appearance.  Although  she  had  experienced 
pain  for  nearly  three  years,  it  was  not  until  about  Christmas 
last  that  matter  was  discharged.  Through  the  fistulous  open* 
ing  communicating  with  the  joint,  the  denuded,  carious  con- 
dition of  the  bones  could  readily  be  detected.  On  the  27th 
of  May,  with  the  assistance  of  Drs.  !Mount,  Fries,  Dandridge, 
and  in  the  presence  of  many  other  physicians,  I  exposed  the 
joint  by  a  H  shaped  incision,  and  during  the  dissection  of 
Hhe  flaps  the  ulnar  nerve  was  drawn  one  side  by  Dr.  Fries,  so 
as  not  to  be  even  exposed  during  the  operation.  The  arti- 
cular ends  of  the  bones  were  then  removed  with  the  greatest 
ease  by  means  of  one  of  Luer's  small  saws.  The  hemorr- 
hage was  slight,  but  one  vessel  requiring  a  ligature.  Water 
dressings  were  applied  to  the  parts,  and  the  limb  placed  in 
the  extended  position  upon  a  pillow.    After  a  few  days  Dr. 
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Mount,  who  Iiad  chftrge  of  the  case,  applied  an  angular 
splint,  and  from  time  to  time  the  arm  was  flexed  until  it  waa 
broo^t  to  a  right  angle.  Nearly  the  whole  wound  healed 
by  the  first  intention.  The  patient,  from  misapprehending 
instructions  giyen  her,  commenced  the  use  of  the  limb  at  too 
early  a  period,  by  which  the  uniting  band  was  temporarily 
weakened,  but  she  is  now — ^nearly  six  months  after  the  oper- 
ation— steadily  gaining  strength  and  control  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  limb.  No  fistulous  openings  exist,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  she  will  in  a  few  months  have  a  very 
excellent  use  of  her  arm.  This  prediction  is  based  upon  the 
results  of  the  operations  performed  by  Professors  Syme,  Fer^ 
gusson,  Srichsen,  and  others,  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  Drs. 
Harris,  Buck,  Mutter  and  Fancoast  in  our  own  country.  In 
many  of  these  oases  the  arm  acquired  almost  its  natural 
powers. 


On  Penodieity^  Iniermittency  or  Remitieney  of  DUeasei — 
By  Abrm.  Livezby,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lumbervillo,  Pa, 

HO.  V.  BXAKTHEMATA — ERYSIPELAS. 

ThiB  modification  of  remittent  fever  commences  with  ^Man- 
guor,  aching  in  the  limbs  and  joints,  chilliness,  or  rigors 
alternating  with  flushes  of  heat — succeeded  by  a  frequent 
pulse,  hot  skin,  a  furred  tongue,  anorexia,  thirst,  sometimes 
nasea  and  vomiting,  headache,  restlessness,  &c.,"  (Wood,) 
that  is  to  say,  this  fever  commences  as  all  the  other  idiopa- 
thic or  essential  fevers — so  called— do,  with  the  addition, 
after  a  few  days,  of  a  local  cuticular  development,  manifested 
by  a  small  pink  or  red  spot,  painful  and  tender  to  the  touch, 
and  usually  first  seen  on  the  nose,  ear  or  cheek. 

Throughout  the  whole  progress  of  the  disorder,  there  is 
marked  constitutional  disturbance,  and  the  paroxysms  and 
remissions  are  as  distinctly  seen  in  this  phase  of  disease  as 
they  are  in  any  of  the  remittent  fevers  treated  of  by  our 
Mthora. 
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TUb  hot  Mng  proTed  by  dose  obMrrttion,  irhj  AmU 
not  erjBipelas  be  promptlj  ameaable  to  tiie  Bime  eoima  of 
treatment,  that  ie  found  eacoesefiil  in  unipto  vniitlait  fererf 

Nearly  all  ef  onr  mtkors  agree  that  there  is  ^aoBietihiag 
peeuliar  about  tbe  inflammation  in  0ry8ipiBlu**-^4fte  tluitof 
rbenmatinBy  and  that  antiphlogiBtio  meaauee  are  bene 
badly. 

Certainly  in  a  disease  m  which  tiiere  h  a  tendency  to  '^gaii- 
grene  of  the  oeDolar  tissue/'  in  whidh  Ae  '^ferer  ia  not 
unfreqaently  asthenic^-— a  disease  ''most  liable  among  the 
intemperate ;"  among  those  whose  ^  systems  are  debilitaled" 
from  Tarions  canses ;  among  those  in  hospitsls  or  confined  is 
large  infirmaries— ire  should  fcToid  blood-letting  in  allitafbnns^ 
and  all  other  posittrely  depletive  measores,  which  only  tend 
to  indnce  the  typhoid  form  so  much  dreaded. 

Hence,  theni  afker  an  emetic,  which  is  indicated  by  reason 
of  the  heat,  rigors,  nausea,  anorexia,  headache  and  distresa 
generally ;  and  a  purgative  of  eal.  and  jal.,  or  jal.  and  sen^ 
or  sen.  and  salts,  we  would  do  well  to  commence  with  quinine. 

And  what  say  our  authorities  ?  Elliotson  says  he  '^  has 
never  seen  quinine  do  harm,  even  in  active  tonic  erysipelas^ 
and  in  doubtful  cases  I  believe  it  always  a  safe  and  eligible 
medicine/' 

Fordyce  (a  great  fever  man,)  administered  bark  with  the 
most  pleasing  success  in  the  several  modifications  of  this  dia- 
order. 

Dr.  S.  Dickson,  who,  with  McGulloch,  makes  ague  of  every- 
thing, shews  by  numerous  quotations  from  medical  authora, 
that  in  this  disease  the  phases  of  the  type  of  all  disease 
(ague)  are  distinctly  seen,  and  hence  tntermittenk  are  the 
only  true  curative  agents. 

And  yet,  practitioners,  generally,  have  no  idea  of  arrest- 
ing the  paroxysmal  .repetitions,  and  thereby  preventing  the 
extension  and  perpetuation  of  the  disease  from  day  to  day ; 
for  during  the  morning  remissions  the  inflammation  remains 
passive,  but  extends  during  the  febrile  exacerbation^  in  the 
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aftemoonB  and  evenings.  Now  daring  these  remissions,  natn- 
ral  or  attained,  the^  farther  progress  of  the  disease  may  be 
promptly  arrested  by  the  administration  of  qainine,  iron  or 
some  other  intermittent,  alone,  or  in  combination. 

In  reference  to  local  application,  collodion,  creasote,  tr. 
iodine,  nitrate  of  silver,  &c.,  may  be  occasionally  aseful ;  but 
more  serviceable  is  a  poultice  of  upland  cranberries,  and 
when  these  are  not  attainable,  an  application  of  baked  apples 
to  which  a  little  dilute  acetic  acid  has  been  added,  will  be 
found  very  useful.  But  the  very  best  application,  in  my  ex- 
perience, is  fine  linen  or  muslin  saturated  with  tr.  lobelia  and 
kept  constantly  applied  to  the  local  inflammation.  Yet  exter- 
nal means  will  be  rarely  demanded,  where  the  treatment  is 
prompt,  and  due  attention  is  had  to  the  paroxysmal  phases — 
except  to  give  temporary  relief,  (as  in  sponging  with  cold 
water,  fever  patients  generally,)  until  the  constitutional 
nature  of  the  disorder  is  overcome  by  internal  medication. 

Lest  my  remarks  be  misunderstood,  or  misapplied  inten- 
tionaUy  or  otherwise,  and  be  strietured  again,  it  is  necessary 
to  say  that  I  have  spoken  of  erysipelas  as  a  fever — as  a  dis- 
ease pervading  and  affecting  the  whole  system — attended 
with  rigors,  chilliness,  flushes  of  heat,  &c.,  and  not  as  a  local 
disease — ^not  the  erysipelas  that  the  surgeon  meets  with  in 
the  wards  of  a  hospital  after  an  operation,  or  an  injury, 
which  gives  rise  secondarily  to  symptomatic  fever. 

To  specify  cases  of  acute  erysipelas,  would  be  but  repeat- 
ing the  practice  recommended  above,  but  the  following  may 
be  interesting  and  useful  to  some  practitioners : 

Mr.  L.,  of  temperate  habits,  &c.,  was  frequently  afflicted 
with  attacks  of  erysipelas  affecting  his  nose :  much  physio 
had  been  used,  together  with  Jane's  Sanative  and  Leidy's 
Blood  Pills,  with  no  effect — tr.  iodine,  arg.  nit.,  plumb,  acet., 
various  kinds  of  ointments — as  the  mercurial,  citrine,  crea- 
sote, &c.,  failed,  when  six  or  eight  drops  of  Fowler's  Solution 
ier  die  continued  for  ten  days,  followed  by  a  physic,  and 
repeated  for  ten  days  more  effected  a  permanent  cure. 
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But  eryeipp&las  ariBing  from  •  Ibeal  iqj«r j  Hmj  baoQBitf'^ 
oonBtitutioiial  disorder,  and  oaraUe  by  ooostitatioflal  (bter- 
mitftent)  remedies,  after  looal  lOkeasores  &il»:#.g.:  ll^.  B^ 
aetat  17,  was  badly  seratohed  on  the  back  ot  hit  hand  hf  a 
oaL  A  violent  inflammation  of  an  erysipelatDM  charMter 
ensued,  which  was  finally  oyerocmie  by  means  of  cooKbg 
applications,  soothing  pooltioes,  Ac^  leating  nol  a  tnu)#  <tf 
the  disease  or  of  the  injury.  In  a  few  monthfly  howerar^  i^ 
tingling  sensation  was  felt  in  the  hand,  fidloired  by  ]ieat» 
swelling,  and  a  violent  inflammation.  And  thus  the  inflaav* 
siation  reappeared  agsdn  and  again — preceded  by  rigofi, 
flushes  of  heat,  &c.,  for  some  24  to  48  hours.  A  purgatiTd 
of  4enna  and  jalap  followed  by  Fowler's  Solution  fisr  tai 
days  or  two  weeks  cured  the  disease  permanently^ 

NoTXd — Dr.  Gibbs,  in  attempting  to  *'  stricture'^  my  obaer* 
vations  on  Periodicityi  &c.,  in  the  September  number  of  th« 
Lancet,  has  struck  only  at  the  shadow  and  missed  the  sub- 
stance—has nushed  aside  the  cream  and  sipped,  at  the 
(skimmed)  milk ! 

He  is  willing  to  admit  that  ^  many  diseases  exhibit  remis- 
sions, but  that  all  diseases  are  regxdarly  and  perrifUnthf  so,* 
he  denies,  very  properly,  and  bo  do  I ;  neither  have  I  main- 
tained the  doctrine  in  those  words. 

My  views  in  regard  to  pneumonia,  pleuritis,  &c.,  which 
*  show  signs  of  remission  in  some  of  their  symptoms,'  he 
shall  have  in  due  time ;  but  lest  he  should  not  survive  my 
'  chimerical  doctrines'  until  I  come  to  speak  of  those  diseases, 
I  will  say  in  this  place,  that  I  shall  hold  that  in  connection 
with  the  local  inflammation  in  each  individual  case,  there  also 
exists  a  febrile  disease  of  a  remittent  character ;  and  that 
quinine  or  prussic  acid,  after  a  venesection,  cupping,  vomit, 
purgative,  sedative  diaphoretics,  Ac,  should  and  can  be  given 
with  as  much  propriety  and  success  as  in  intermittent  or 
remittent  fevers,  when  the  patient  is  properly  prepared. 

Is  there  anything  ^pernicious'  in  this?  Why,  bless  me, 
we  often  have  to  give  an  emetic,  a  calomel  purge,  or  even 
cup  out,  or  blister  out  a  local  affection  springing  up  in  an  ague 
patient :  And  have  I  not  advised  all  these  remedial  means  in 
the  diseases  already  mentioned  ?  And  yet  in  the  face  of 
this  fact,  Dr.  Gibbs,  willfully  blind,  says  we  are  left  to  infer 
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that  Dr.  L.  would  connsel  the  administration  of  quinine  in 
all  diseases,  of  whatever  name  or  nature,  be  the  local  mani* 
festations  what  they  may. 

When  laying  down  those  axioms  in  my  first  paper,  I  pre- 
sumed that  I  would  be  addressing  an  inteUigeni  profession, 
and  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  generalize^  and  to  parOcu- 
Uurize  in  succeeding  papers,  which  I  have  done  in  a  goodly 
measure,  and  that  too  without  apparently  alarming  any  of  the 
profession,  save  and  accept  Dr.  Gibbs,  with  my  'pernicious 
therapeutics !' 

My  assertion  that  there  ''  can  be  no  disease  without  a  gen- 
eral constitutional  disturbance,"  may  be  true,  very  kindly 
says  Dr.  Gibbs ;  but  that  ^^  local  diseases  are  only  a  develop- 
ment or  result  of  a  series  of  constitutional  disturbances,  &c.," 
says  Dr.  Gibbs,  *not  only  fails  to  be  self-evident,  but  is 
UDtrue.'  And  to  prove  it,  he  astounds  me  and  the  profession, 
I  presume,  by  specifying  'syphilis,  porrigo  and  scabies!'  dis- 
eases transmitted  from  one  to  another  by  external  contact — 
coming  altogether  from  without,  and  thinks  that  these  '  can- 
not be  proved  by  any  collation  of  facts  or  system  of  logic  to 
be  preceded  by,  or  are  the  result  of  such  disturbances  !' 

Why,  Dr.  Gibbs !  do  you  reallv  think,  to  prove  my  doc- 
trine, that  a  person  ought  to  have  'constitutional  disturb- 
ances' from  the  syphilitic  virus  24  or  48  hours,  or  a  week, 
hefore  he  was  inoculated  ?  Do  you  suppose  anybody  will 
have  constitutional  disturbances  from  a  burn  two  hours  before 
he  puts  his  fingers  into  a  fire,  or  six  hours  before  he  chances 
to  kick,  with  his  naked  foot,  the  rhus  toxicodendron  ? 

Please  listen  to  what  Sir  B.  Brorliesays:  "I  am  now 
(1850)  satisfied  from  a  more  enlarged  experience,  that 
local  diseases,  in  the  strict  sense  of  that  word,  are  company 
lively  rare."  *  *  *  "Everything  tends  to  prove  that, 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  (porrigo  and  scabies  except- 
ed!! !)  there  is  a  morbid  condition  of  the  system  antecedent 
to  the  manifestation  of  disease  in  any  particular  structure." 

Dr.  Gibbs  next  dislikes  my  views  as  regards  the  nature  of 
disease  and  the  philosophy  of  remedial  action.  Well,  will  Dr. 
Gibbs  tell  us  how  a  charm  or  a  fright,  or  even  quinia,  acts 
upon  and  cures  an  ague  patient,  without  influencing  the 
cerebro-spinal  system,  a  doctrine  which  he  ridicules.  If  he 
will,  and  go  a  little  further  into  the  action  of  medicines, 
he  will  doubtless  edify  the  profession  at  large,  and  the  fol- 
lowing learned  professors  particularly :   Prof.  Dunglison  says, 


(vitl  Mat*  Med,)  *'  The  modm  opemndi  of  remediw  h  not 
always  clear/'  Prof,  Mitchell,  (vid,  Th^rap*)  &aysr  '*  Wty 
confes.s  most  candidly  that  we  know  very  little  on  the  sub- 
ject, almost  nothing  that  merits  the  title  of  accurate  and 
demonstrative.'^  The  late  Prof,  Patteraonj  in  an  introduc* 
tory  1851-2,  (q.  v»)  agrees  with  **  one  of  the  leading  spirits 
of  the  profesisioR  in  England,"  that  ^*  our  therapeutics  ftt 
present  are  all  fluctuating,  uncertain  and  doubtful,"  that  the 
*' old  explanation  of  the  moduB  operandi"  of  medicines  will 
no  longer  answer,  &c- 

If  the  action  of  medicinal  suhitances  are  not  electrical — 
if  they  exert  not  an  influence  over  one  part  of  the  orgamsm 
in  preference  to  any  other,  by  the  sanae  law  of  electire 
affinity,  which  doterniinoa  the  combinations  of  inorganic 
bodies,  how  is  it  that,  in  tlie  one  case,  any  given  remedy — 
say  Dover*^  powder — may  produce,  like  electricity,  opposite 
results  even  when  administered  to  two  patients  who  are  sup* 
posed  to  be  laboring  under  the  saroo  nosologieal  disease ;  and 
in  the  other,  why  is  it  that  ipecac  vomits,  jalap  purges,  Ac? 
Will  the  old  reply — confessing  ignorance — still  be  "from 
their  emetic  and  cathartic  power,*'  or  that  it  is  "  their  natures 
BO  to  act?'' 

But  to  notice  any  more  of  Dr.  Gibbs'  fallades  would  be 
time  misspent — Whence  in  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  I  think 
the  ^profession'  has  suffered  from  ^reproach' now  too  long 
and  much  more  by  ^  expounders  of  legitmiate  medicine/  from 
a  spirit  of  selfishness  and  bigotry,  assailine  Mid  decrying 
everything  that  savors  of  innovation,  than  by  the  *  earnest 
advocacy  of  doctrines'  which  Dr.  Gibbs  sees  proper  to  call 
^'chimerical;"  and  instead  of  having  entered  into  ^regions 
of  fancy,'  in  advocating  those  doctrines  earnestly,  I  nave 
only  entered  into  the  regions  of  eomman  Bense — ^into  habits 
of  doing  my  own  thinking,  and  not  accustoming  myself 
wholly,  in  verba  magisirwum  jurare. 
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Review  of  Dr.  JV.  S.  Davie'  Annual  Addrese  before  the  lUi- 
ncie  Si^te  Medical  Society ^  read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in 
VandaliOy  June  4, 1866. 

The  address  of  Dr.  Davis  is  designed  to  show  the  evil  effects 
of  aleoholy  in  that  state  of  the  system  known  as  iuberculosie. 
The  author  admits  the  general  view  to  be  correct  which  assigns 
to  the  taberculons  diathesis  a  low  grade  of  nutritive  actions ; 
but  he  denies,  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  that  alcohol,  or 
any  of  its  preparations,  can  in  any  manner  counteract  the 
morbid  conditions  found  either  in  the  predisposition,  or  the 
openly  developed  disease.  The  following  extract  will  give  a 
dear  concepiion  of  his  want  of  faith  in  the  virtues  of  alcohol : 

"Some  of  my  audience  may  be  ready  to  ask,  if  I  would  deny 
the  almost  universal  sentiment  of  mankind,  by  claiming  the 
broad  ground  that  alcoholic  liquors  are  neither  tonic,  invigo- 
rating, or  supporting  to  the  human  system?  I  answer,  unhesi- 
tatingly, yes !  and  base  my  answer  not  merely  on  the  deduc- 
tions of  the  most  careful  and  varied  experimental  researches, 
but  ask,  in  return,  what  there  is  in  the  tottering  and  unsteady 
step,  the  impaired  digestion,  the  frequent  functional  derange- 
ments of  the  kidneys,  exhibited  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  by 
all  habitual  drinkers,  which  is  indicative  of  increased  physical 
strength,  vigor,  or  power  of  endurance  ?" 

It  appears  from  the  above  extract,  that  the  author  denies  to 
spirituous  compounds  either  tonic^  invigorating  or  supporting 
effects  f  Surely  Dr.  D.  must  have  been  laboring  under  some 
singular  spirit  of  philosophical  hallucination  when  he  reached 
this  conclusion.  What  will  the  surgeons  think,  who  have 
administered  these  agents  to  patients  laboring  under  excessive 
suppuration,  gangrene,  and  other  states  of  debility  ;  or  what 
the  physicians,  who  have  followed  Stokes  in  the  administration 
of  wine  in  typhus  fever,  when  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  be- 
bomes  feeble  ?  We  can  ourselves  look  back  with  surprise  to 
an  instance  in  which  forty-eight  pints  of  wine  were  adminis- 
tered to  a  typhoid  fever  patient !  We  thought  at  the  time  that 
the  wine  saved  the  patient's  life ;  but  if  we  can  trust  the  con- 
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clnsioiiB  of  Br.  Daids,  we  were  adoiiiusteniig  to  bim  sn  age&l 
whicli  W&8  not  onlj  entirely  devoid  of  tcmio,  jn?igorating,  or 
supporting  influence,  but  in  fact  prograBUToly  dehilitatiiig  mad 
prostrating  the  system.  Still,  we  liaTe  the  satis&etkm  ci  re* 
membering  that  the  patient  finally  reoovered  from  what  seemed 
an  almost  hopeless  stale  of  prostration.  .  We  will  leave  Dr. 
Davis  to  explain  how  this  could  have  happened,  if  wjne  pos- 
sesses no  "tonic,  invigorating,  or  supporting"  effect! 

But  Dr.  Davis  proceeds  to  explain  why  alcoholic  prepara- 
tions are  pernicious  in  tuberculosis,  either  as  a  prophylaetie 
or  curative  agent  The  objections  to  alcoholic  stimulna  are 
the  following :  It  diminishes  l3ie  excretions,  especially  of  car- 
bonic acid,  retards  the  conversion  of  venous  into  arterial 
blood,  lessens  the  organic  changes,  depresses  the  temperature 
of  the  body,  and  lessens  the  tone  of  the  muscular  stmotnree. 
Let  us  inquire  more  carefully  into  these  effects. 

1.  AUohdicpreparaliwM  dimmUik  (he  exkalaiion  qf  cttrtowig 
acid  hy  the  lungs.  This  proposition  has  been  clearly  proven 
by  many  careful  observers  and  experimenters.  The  explana- 
tion offered  by  Liebig,  that  the  alcoholic  preparations  contain 
but  a  small  proportion  of  carbon,  with  an  excess  of  hydrogen, 
and  that  the  latter  is  really  the  heat-producing  agent,  may 
have  some  force.  It  is  certainly  true,  that  the  watery  exha- 
lation from  the  lungs,  when  alcohol  has  been  taken,  is  not 
diminished;  and  hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  ■  the  oxygen 
combines  with  the  hydrogen,  while  the  carbon  remains  un- 
changed. In  this  way  a  very  rapid  accumulation  of  carbon 
would  take  place  in  the  blood,  and  the  oxygen  being  appro 
priatcd  to  the  hydrogen  of  the  alcohol,  the  venous  blood  would 
finally  predominate,  provided  the  metamorphosis  of  the  tissues 
furnish  the  usual  proportion. 

2,  It  depresses  the  temperature  of  the  body.  We  can  not 
assent  to  this  proposition,  except  in  a  conditional  sense.  If 
alcohol  unconditionally  diminishes  animal  heat,  then  we  could 
safely  and  beneficially  employ  it  in  cases  of  inflammation,  or 
any  disease  attended  by  febrile  heat.    So  far,  however,  from 
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this  being  recognised  as  a  correct  course  of  practice,  we  pre- 
sume a  physician  who  would  propose  such  a  measure,  would 
be  regarded  as  demented. 

The  truth  is,  the  heat-producing  power  of  alcohol  is  alto- 
gether conditional.  If  given  to  a  person  in  ordinary  health, 
and  in  considerable  quantities,  so  as  to  raise  the  carbon  of  the 
blood  above  the  physiological  condition,  the  depressing  effects, 
at  least  secondarily,  will  finally  be  felt.  The  first  and  direct 
effect  will  be  that  of  excitation;  the  second,  that  of  super-car- 
bonization and  depression  of  the  nervous  system.  It  will  fol- 
low, therefore,  that  animal  heat  will  be  diminished  in  this  sec- 
ondary condition,  as  a  result  of  the  depression  which  always 
follows  over-stimulation,  and  also  from  the  presence  of  a  super- 
abundance of  carbon. 

This  is  one  point  of  view ;  let  us  examine  the  opposite. 
Suppose  the  system  to  be  greatly  emaciated — ^the  tissues  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  state  of  decomposition,  and  the  carbon  or 
heat-producing  agent,  almost  exhausted.  What  then  would 
be  the  effect  of  alcoholic  preparations  ?  Surely  a  moderate 
quantity  of  hydro-carbon  would  supply,  to  some  extent,  the 
deficiency,  and  the  oxygen  acting  on  this  dement,  would, 
beyond  all  doubt,  augment  animal  heat.  It  will  be  perceived, 
therefore,  that  in  one  example  alcohol  will  become  a  disease- 
producing  agent,  and  diminish  animal  bent ;  while  in  the  op- 
posite condition,  it  will  supply  hydro-carbon,  and  thereby 
contribute  to  the  development  of  caloric. 

8.  It  diminishes  organic  changes.  This  is  evidently  cor- 
rect ;  alcoholic  preparations  diminish  the  process  of  healthy 
metamorphosis,  in  a  physiological  state  of  the  system,  and  it 
is  equally  effieieni  in  arresting  emaciation  in  morbid  condiitons. 
Now,  while  we  would  have  no  dwre  to  secure  the  first  condi- 
tion (that  is,  to  fatten  a  healthy  man  with  spirituous  potations), 
it  might  become  exceedingly  important  to  arrest  progressive 
emaciation,  such  as  occurs  in  phthisis,  by  the  administration 
of  these  stimulants. 

We  think  it  is  abundantly  evident  that  Dr.  Davis'  premises 


re  f&lfie,  and  iherefor^  hia  eonelasioas  TitiatetL  His  gresfr 
error  consists  in  aasumiiig  that  the  marbid  efecta  of  Iftrgi 
cjaamUies  of  spirits,  on  a  healthy  aj&tein,  can  be  taken  «S 
evidence  of  the  tberapeutieal  action  of  dalj  proportioned 
qunntltiea  in  morbid  conditiotis  requiring  stinndants.  We 
have  not  before  ua  the  record  of  the  e^cperimenta  performed 
bj  Dr.  Davis ;  but  the  following  extraet  from  the  Address 
eonvejfi  a  clear  idea  of  the  kind  of  facts  on  which  he  relioa. 
In  support  of  the  opinion  that  alcoholic  preparations  cause  a 
jre  tent  ion  of  carbon  in  the  system,  he  says : 
I  **Sq  marked,  indeed,  is  this  effect  that^  in  aomo  of  my  ox- 
periments,  the  air  exhaled  from  the  lungs  one  hour  after  three 
or  four  ounces  of  brandy  had  been  taken  into  the  Btomach, 
contained  more  than  twenty -five  per  cent,  less  than  tho  nor- 
,mai  proportion  of  carbonic  acid  gas.  And  whoever  will  observe 
the  purple  lips^  the  bloaled  and  leaden  fai*o,  the  slow  and 
almost  stertorous  breathing  of  full  intoxication,  will  see  abun- 
dant proof  of  the  impeded  circulatian  through  the  pulmonary 
capillaries." 

It  is  abundantly  evident  from  the  above  extract,  as  well  as 
the  tenor  of  the  whole  address  before  us,  that  the  author  has 
committed  the  common  error  of  drawing  his  conclusions  from 
the  pathological  instead  of  the  therapeutical  effects  of  alcohoL 
The  introduction  of  '^  three  or  four  ounces  "  of  brandy  into 
the  stomach  certainly  far  exceeds  an  ordinary  therapeutical 
dose  ;  and  the  ^'  purple  lips,  the  bloated,  leaden  face,  the  slow 
and  stertorous  breathing  of  full  intoxication,"  are  simply  evi- 
dences of  the  morbid  effects  of  excessive  quantities.  What 
irould  Dr.  Davis  think  of  our  philosophy  if  we  should  denounce 
opium  as  unqualifiedly  injurious,  and  appeal  to  the  diminished 
sensation,  stertorous  breathing,  and  even  convulsions,  in  proof 
of  our  assumptions?  And  yet  there  would  be  as  much  pro- 
priety and  force  in  such  reasoning,  as  that  which  he  has  seen 
proper  to  adopt. 

In  the  experiments  of  Dr.  Bocker  (which  are  among  the 
most  careful  and  valuable  made  on  this  subject),  he  took  only 
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a  iea-^ointful  of  spirit  of  wine ;  while  Dr.  Davis  attempts  to 
draw  conclusions  &om  the  effects  of  '^  three  or  four  ounces  " 
of  brandy  taken  at  once,  or  even  from  full  intoxication ! 
Surely  no  course  of  experiment  or  reasoning  could  bo  more 
fallacious  and  unphilosophical. 

If  any  further  evidence  could  be  required  to  show  the  dif- 
ference between  the  moderate  and  immoderate  (therapeutical 
and  pathological)  effects  of  alcohol,  we  may  refer  to  the  effects 
produced  on  the  blood.  Habitual  and  excessive  use  of  alco- 
holic preparations  {aleohAismtis)  diminishes  the  solid  constitu- 
ents of  the  blood,  reduces  the  proportion  of  red  corpuscles, 
and  impairs  the  condition  of  the  fibrin  with  a  superabundance 
of  fatty  matter.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  shown  that 
after  a  moderate  use  of  beer,  the  watery  proportion  of  the 
Uood  was  diminished,  while  the  fibrin  and  red  corpuscles  were 
increased.  In  short,  the  excessive  use  of  alcohol  impoverishes 
and  depraves  the  blood,  and  speedily  induces  disease ;  while 
the  judicious  employment  of  these  preparations  may  be  made 
to  invigorate  the  system,  and  promote  assimilation. 

An  obvious  and  important  error  in  Dr.  Davis*  theory  is, 
that  he  denies  to  alcoholic  preparations  any  tonic,  invigora- 
ting or  supporting  power.  If  the  author  of  the  Address  will 
look  at  the  rubicund  countenance,  red  nose,  florid  complexion 
and  active  circulation  of  the  dram-drinker  (before  disease  su- 
pervenes), he  will  hardly  deny  that  alcoholic  preparations 
possess  very  decided  }nd  potent  stimulating  and  sustaining 
properties.  The  author  will  probably  find  that  he  has  mis- 
Uken  the  temporary  depression  following  over-stimulation, 
for  the  legitimate  and  necessary  results  of  medicinal  portions 
of  distilled  or  malt  liquors. 

But  there  is  another  and  even  more  important  error  involved 
in  this  broad  and  sweeping  denial,  namely,  the  failure  to  rec- 
ogniie  the  stimulating  effects  of  these  agents  on  the  digeelive 
9jfMtem.  All  observations  abundantly  prove  that,  in  debilita- 
ted states  of  the  system  (free  from  gastric  irritation),  alcoholic 
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prepnratiottB  improTo  the  appetite^  gire  greater  force  to  the 
function  of  digeBtion,  and  therefore  increase  the  tone  of  the 
body  in  a  general  sense*  It  is  in  this  waj,  at  leaat  in  part^ 
that  these  preparations  beeome  valuable  in  certain  cases  of 
tttbarcnloBis.  All  must  admit  that  it  1%  an  essential  point  in 
pulmonary/ConsniDptionj  to  maintain  primary  digestion  in  as 
healthy  and  Tigorous  a  condition  as  possible;  and  we  beliero 
candid  experience  will  prore  that  no  more  drug  will  do  this  fto 
welU  as  a  general  rule,  as  the  prr-^^"  administration  of  alco- 
holic stimulants*  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  exist 
ia  regard  to  the  effects  of  retained  carbon^  no  candid  and  accu- 
rate observer  can  doubt  the  beneficial  effects  of  alcoholic  stimu- 
lants, when  given  in  suitable  oiseSj  and  proper  forms  and  doses, 
in  promoting  primary  assimilation. 

The  second  part  of  the  adiiress  ia  devoted  to  the  detail  of 
cases  to  prove,  cHnically,  that  alcoholic  preparations  produce 
no  beneficial  effect  in  tnbcrculosis.  The  author  made  obser- 
vations in  37  cascSj  24  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland,  Of 
the  whole  nmnber  only  6  were  teetotalers,  while  81  drank 
more  or  less  alcoholio  liquors. 

We  are  not  able  to  perceive  that  these  cases  prove  anj 
thing  in  the  premises.  It  will  be  remarked  that  a  majoritf 
of  the  patients  were  Irish ;  and  with  the  well-known  habits 
of  a  maj<Mrity  of  such  persons  who  are  usually  ill  fed  and 
much  exposed,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  alcoholic  liquors 
should  prove  ineffectual.  Nay,  more,  it  is  quite  probable,  if 
not  positively  certain,  that  the  want  of  substantial  food,  will- 
under  the  effects  of  the  liquor  be  positively  pernicious.  Most 
of  these  persons  drink  liquors  of  the  worst  possible  quality, 
and  in  an  irregular  manner ;  often  excessively,  so  that  great ' 
evils  will  usually  follow. 

-  We  might  oppose  to  this  kind  of  evidence  our  own  expe* 
rience  and  that  of  many  members  of  the  profession.  Thus 
we  have  known  a  case  in  which  an  habitual  drinker,  who  died 
from  accidental  disease,  exhibited  evidences  po9t  mortem  of 
a  cicatrized  tuberculous  cavity.    We  might  ippeal,  al86,  to 
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numeroiis  instances  in  which  fermented  and  distilled  liqnors, 
conjoined  with  other  agents,  proved  eminently  usefuL  Thns 
we  would  leave  the  clinical  observations  of  Dr.  Davis  and 
ourselves  just  where  we  find  them :  viz.,  undetermined.  It 
will  require  very  extended  and  accurate  observations  to 
determine  the  exact  therapeutical  value  of  alcohol  in  tuber- 
culosis, and  the  question  is  evidently  yet  undetermined ;  but 
when  we  witness  a  steady  improvement  of  appetite,  an  arrest 
or  diminution  of  emaciation,  an  increase  of  weight  and 
strength,  we  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion  that  agents  which 
produce  these  effects  must  be  capable  of  fulfilling  at  least 
some  of  the  indications  in  treatment. 

We  desire  now  to  define  our  own  position,  otherwise  very 
erroneous  conclusions  might  be  drawn  from  the  preceding 
observations.  In  the  first  place,  we  do  not  advocate  the 
indiscriminate,  much  less  the  excessive,  use  of  alcoholic  liquors 
in  tuberculosis;  and,  again,  we  never  employ  it  as  the 
principal  agent  We  believe,  however,  that  it  promotes 
primary  digestion,  and  thereby  invigorates  the  general 
system;  that  it  checks  excessive  transformation  of  the  tissues, 
and  furnishes  materials  for  sustaining  animal  heat ;  that  it 
produces  a  certain  amount  of  nervous  excitement  which, 
within  proper  limits,  serves  to  sustain  the  vital  actions.  This 
is  the  extent  to  which  we  employ  it,  never  allowing  excessive 
stimulation,  and  never  permitting  it  to  be  taken  except  in 
conjunction  with  nutritious  aliment. 

In  closing  these  hasty  remarks  we  feel  impelled  to  make  a 
single  observation  on  the  subject  of  teeiotalism.  Wo  believe 
that  alcoholic  liquors  are  unnecessary  in  a  state  of  perfect 
health ;  that  they  do  nothing  to  sustain  the  system  under 
protracted  labor,  or  exposure  to  cold.  The  only  exception  to 
this  last  rule  is,  that  when  the  food  has  been  greatly  reduced, 
moderate  quantities  of  spirits  may  seem  to  supply  hydro- 
carbon, and  protect  the  system  from  rapid  emaciation  and 
increasing  cold.  We  subscribe,  therefore,  mainly,  to  the 
teetotal  system;   but  we  never  permit  these  opinions  to 
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influence  J  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  use  of  atcaholic  prepa- 
B  rations  as  medicines.  No  fear  of  making  our  patloot  a 
H drunkard  can  deter  us  from  giving  such  a  remedy  aa  \m 

■  Agencies   seem  to  require.     If  ^-e   permit   certain   moral 
H  abgtractions  to  influenco  our  practice^  we  would  soon  be  left 

with  a  most  meagre  materia  medica.     Opium,  on  this  prin- 
dpie,  must  lifcewiste  1>e  bani&hed  under  tht^  apprehension  that 

■  ire  maj  make  our  patient  an  opium-eatorp  There  is  hut 
little  fear  J  indeed^  of  making  patients  drunkards  when  their 
fitimuknts  are  given  with  and  as  medicines;  but  whatever 

[may  be  the  result,  medical  science  rests  on  too  broad  a  basis 
[to  be  circumaeribed  by  the  dogmas  and lisionary  abstractions 
fof  tiltraism  or  ultraisti* 

In  con  elusion  J  we  beg  to  assure  Dr.  Davis  that  our  opin* 
have  been  expressed  with  candor  and  with  the  highest 
i^pect  to  btm  individually,  but  with  a  firm  conviction  that 
he  13  occupying  fake  and  untenable  ground,  and  that  he  has 
heon  led  into  the  position  more  as  the  result  of  ultra  tempo* 
rtmce  notions,  than  calm  and  philosophic  investigations.  We 
beg  him  to  review  the  subject,  and  we  sincerely  believe  he 
will  finally  reach  very  different  and  more  wholesome  con- 
elusions.  L.  M.  L. 


Subeoracoid  luxation  of  the  humerus,  with  laceration  of  the 
axillary  artery  and  paralysis  of  the  arm  ;  by  T.  Rouyer, 
(Rev.  Med.  Chir.  Sept.  1855).  (Transkted  for  the  Western 
Lancet  by — ^Dr.  Krausb. 

In  May  of  1855,  the  author  had  the  opportunity  to  observe 
in  the  cinical  department  of  Nekton  a  luxation  of  the  hu- 
merus with  complications  so  rare,  that  he  regards  the  case 
itself,  as  well  as  the  remarks  by  Nekton,  worthy-of  public- 
ation. 

On  the  15th  of  May  a  man  was  admitted  to  the  Hospital 
d^s  Cliniqu^s,  who  had  received  a  severe  injury  75  days 
before.  A  Subeoracoid  luxation  of  the  humerus  could  at  once 
be  diagnosd  on  the  left  paralyzed  arm.  The  patient,  a  work- 
man^ stated  that  his  left  annirtv'wi  ^^TL^4L^T!A^\KHa»t.^^had 
been  caught  in  the  taniing-^)ieA  <>l  ^\ea^xl^-  T?tw5^^^^^ 
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pressed  his  body  against  the  axle-tree  and  pnlled  bis  arm 
yiolently.  Immediately  after  the  injury  he  was  brought  to 
the  hospital  of  Marly,  where  the  surgeon  did,  not  attempt  to 
replace  the  dislocated  limb  until  after  22  days.  He  did  how- 
eyer,  not  succeed  even  with  the  power  of  10  assistants. 
Daring  the  next  eight  weeks,  neither  the  position  of  the  arm 
nor  its  usefulness  had  improved.  On  examination  the  shoulder 
was  found  remarkably  flattened.  The  head  of  the  dislocated 
humerus  could  distinctly  be  felt  close  under  the  coracoid 
process.  The  acromion  appeared  very  prominent  and  a 
depression  below  it.  The  anterior  wall  of  the  axilla  had  a 
less  extent,  than  on  the  other  healthy  side.  Though  some 
writers  set  down  a  prolongation  of  the  anterior  axillary  wall 
as  a  symptom  of  subcoracoid  luxation,  the  inserting  point  of 
the  pectoralis  major  muscle  being  lowered  with  the  dis- 
located head  of  the  humerus,  yet  this  sign  holds  good  only  for 
recent  luxations.  For  in  old  cases  the  muscle  becomes  atro- 
phied, the  anterior  wall  of  the  axilla  proportionally  shortened. 
The  head  of  the  humerus  felt  uneven  so  much  so  as  to  render 
Btalactiform  deposits  of  bone  on  it  very  probable.  In  front 
of  the  head  of  the  humerus  the  brachial  plexus  of  nerves  was 
situated,  a  pressure  on  which  caused  stinging  pains  extending 
along  the  arm.  In  following  the  course  of  the  arteries  down 
the  injured  arm  the  axillary  artery  was  distinctly  perceptible 
firom  the  clavide  to  the  head  of  the  humerus,  below  which 
pulsation  ceased.  It  was  wanting  also  in  the  brachial,  radical 
«nd  ulnar  arteries.  About  the  acromion,  beneath  the  skin  a 
large  pulsating  artery  was  felt,  which  was  traceable  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  humerus.  The  whole  upper  extremity  was  highly 
(edematous,  the  oedema  in  the  axillary  region  hard  and  resist- 
ant. The  arm  hung  down  near  the  chest,  the  muscles  of  the 
humerus  and  forearm  were  paralyzed,  only  the  extensor 
muscles  of  the  fingers,  especially  of  the  thumb,  had  retained 
Bome  mobility. 

This  case,  therefore,  was  an  instance  of  a  very  rare  injury. 
The  axi^Arj  turterj  was  torn,  (?)  thoug^li  uo  tiieuxisfa«I  tvsxoAc 
WMB  present    Instaneoi  of  kcenidoik  ^  ix\«n«i^\»l  *^ 
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r  power  are  not  commoti.     It  takes  plac<?  mncfe  more 

sntlj  itt  consequence  of  the  force  applied  by  the  fltir* 

,  particalarly  in  cases  of  long  standing.     The  artery  i» 

r  tofQ  completely,  or,  it  happens,  that  only  the  two  i&ter- 

DembraneB  arc  divided,  while  the  external  eheath  of  the 

Ty  remaina  intact  in  the  form  of  a  distended   cylinder. 

related  case  seems  to  range  among  the  latter  class.    The 

mee     of     an    anemiamal    tumor    is    very     reniarkabW, 

gne  has  collected  12  cases  ofth    laceration  of  arteries 

flrerfnl  attempts  at  reduction-  mng  these  h  a  case  of 

Aon,  occnring  to  an  aged  ladj  with  subglenoid  luxation  of 

imerua.    The  reduction  of  the  recently  luxated  arm  had 

easily  effected-     Soon  after,  howeTer,  a  tnnior  formed  in 

ixillary  cavity,  gradually  increasing  in  siie  so  as  to  pre- 

the  appearance  of  an  aneurism.     The  ligation  of  the 

[avian  artery  did  not  arrest  the  growth  of  the  tumor ;  a 

days  after  the  operation  it  burst  and  proved  fatal.     The 

poet  mortem  showed,  that  the  aneurism  commiinicated  with 

the  a,  dorsalis  scapnlse,  rendering  thereby  the  ligation  of  the 

sabclayian  artery  of  no  avail. 

'Another  very  uncommon  complication  in  the  case  related, 
Ijl  tihe  paralysis  of  the  upper  extremity.  The  paralysis,  foI-» 
jbwing  luxation,  did  not  attract  the  attention  of  the  profession 
till  after  the  beginning  of  this  century.  Boyer  first  noticed 
the  paralysis  of  the  deltoid  muscle.  Paralysis  of  the  whole 
extremity,  however,  has  been  accurately  observed  but  recently. 
The  paralysis  as  well  as  the  lesion  of  the  arteries,  are  either 
Inronght  about  by  the  luxating  or  reducing  power,  causing 
laceration,  compression,  contusion  or  excessive  stretching  of 
the  nerve.  Laceration  of  the  nerve  is  of  extremly  rare  oe- 
enrrence.  It  has  been  observed  only  a  few  times  is  consequ- 
esce  of  two  powerM  attempts  at  reduction  in  old  cases. 
Oompression  of  nerves,  though  mentioned  by  Van  Swieten 
and  Desault,  seems  to  have  been  presumed  only  on  theoretical 
g^rounds.  There  is  at  least  not  a  single  instance  on  record, 
where  it  was  proven  beyond  doubt.  Contusion  and  stretching 
o£  tie  nerres  h  moiA  fimfomiiX^  i^tf^  efter 
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the  luxating  power  has  oeased  to  act.  The  plexos  of  the 
nerres  or  a  single  branch  is  stretched  beyond  measure  and 
contused  by  the  dislocated  head  of  the  humerus,  and  the 
paralysis  is  proportionate  in  degree  to  the  lesion  of  the  nerve. 
Sometimes  the  paralysis  may  have  been  caused  by  a  power, 
acting  but  momentarily  upon  the  nenres  iu  a  similar  manner, 
as  paralysis  of  the  arm  without  luxation  falls  under  obser- 
▼ation,  subsequent  to  a  fall  on  or  blow  at  the  shoulder. 

The  question,  whether  in  a  case  like  that  reported,  anything 
is  to  be  done,  in  order  to  improve  the  ufiefulness  of  the  limb, 
18,  indeed,  ^ffcult  to  answer.  In  regard  to  the  reduction, 
it  is  not  to  be  tried  for  several  reasons.  The  hard  oedema 
of  the  upper  arm  indicates  that  the  exudation  at  this  place 
has  organised  to  such  an  extent  that  the  reposition  of  the  head 
of  the  humerus  would  be  possible  only  at  the  expense  of  an 
extensive  tearing  of  the  soft  parts.  The  other  complications 
present,  moreover,  the  rupture  of  the  artery  and  the  lesion  of 
the  nerve,  might  give  rise  to  more  serious  accidents,  if  a  very 
powerful  force,  as  required  in  all  probability,  should  be 
brought  into  action ;  gangrene  of  the  extremity  might  even  be 
a  consequence.  It  is  likely,  that  also  in  this  case  a  spurious 
articulation  will  gradually  be  formed,  which  will  allow  a  freer 
use  of  the  limb.  The  muscles  of  the  arm  are  completely  para* 
lysed  with  our  patient.  Some  favorable  effect  might  therefore 
be  expected  from  the  use  of  Electro-magnetism,  if  it  should 
become  evident,  that  the  paralyzed  muscles  contract  under 
this  stimulus.  Without  the  use  of  this  agent  the  muscles  will 
probably  undergo  fatty  degeneration.  The  patient,  we  are 
torry  to  say,  left  the  hospital  after  2  days. 
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Cincinnati,  Oct  21, 1856. 
The  Society  met  at  the  residence  Of  Dr.  J.  J.  Quinn. 
F^resident  in  the  chair.    There  being  no  Essayist  appointed, 
the  relation  of  cases  waa  announced  next  in  order. 
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Dr.  Wrioht  g»T6  the  historj  of  a  ladj  who  bad  fer  tlie 
Ihird  time  given  birth  to  blighted  ova  or  mol6B-^4he  soppo- 
ntion  was  that  one  at  present  ooeopied  the  nteras,  and  the 
qneetion  presented  was  whether  it  wmdd  be  deemed  pmdent 
to  ezeite  the  nteros  to  action  to  expel  its  oontents. 

Dr.  FaiEB  reported  a  case  where  abortion  had  beodme 
almost  habitnal,  having  oceorred  fbnr  times  faooessivelyy 
generally  aboat  the  second  month.  Daring  the  last  pregnanqr 
he  advised  the  nse  of  cold  syringing,  and  the  application  of 
beches  to  the  inside  of  the  thighs  every  two  weeks,  and 
■ncnmbent  posture ;  by  this  treatment  she  has  eiK^aped  np  to 
the  present,  now  about  fonr  months  and  a  half^  giving  hope 
that  she  will  go  on  to  her  full  time.  StkB  is  a  woman  of  fine 
health,  but  of  extreme  nervous  temperament. 
:  Dn.  Wbjoht  remarked  the  facility  with  which  the  ntems 
containing  a  recently  detached  ovum  could  be  excited  to 
action,  compared  with  one  contmning  an  ovum  gradually 
undergoing  deterioration. 

Dr.  QuiNN  asked  if  Dr.  Wright  had  any  confidence  in  the 
use  of  ergot  in  these  cases. 

Dr.  Wright.  It  had  been  given  on  a  former  occasion  by 
the  physician  in  attendance,  but  with  no  better  results  than 
as  she  supposed,  of  increasing  her  sufferings  without  assisting 
the  expulsive  action.  Having  no  faith  in  the  drug,  he  would 
not,  of  course  administer  it. 

Dr.  Blackman  presented  a  calculus  to  the  society,  which  he 
had  just  removed  from  a  child  four  years  old.  It  presented 
the  mulberry  appearance,  was  removed  with  some  difficulty 
owing  to  its  being  partially  encysted,  or  rather  embedded 
in  the  texture  of  the  bladder.  The  surface  exposed  to  action 
of  the  urine  was  smooth,  for  the  most  part,  that  in  contact 
with  the  tissues  granulated — the  smooth  surface,  also  the 
exterior  one,  presented  a  small  protuberance  marked  with  the 
indentation  of  the  forceps,  which  was  fortunately  seized  upon, 
and  by  means  of  which  it  was  removed  from  its  attachments. 

In  connection  with  the  case  the  Doctor  made  some  remarks 
on  the  me  of  chloroform^  ssajBl  Yi<b  'vaa  laic^  %^  ix^  from  appre* 
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hension  in  its  use  as  formerly,  was  pleased  with  the  local 
anesthesia  by  cold,  except  in  cases  where  it  was  necessary  to 
have  union  by  the  first  intention. 

Dr.  DoDGB  said,  the  more  we  see  of  chloroform  the  mote 
we  are  disposed  to  dread  its  effects.  About  nine  days  ago  he 
administered  it  to  a  patient,  apparently  of  tuberculous  diathesis, 
who  had  been  suffering  from  neuralgia,  sometimes  in  the  sole 
of  the  foot,  again  in  the  fingers,  bearing  ecchymosed  spots — she 
was  seized  with  a  similar  pain  in  the  side,  which  not  having 
yielded  to  the  use  of  anodynes,  &c.,  chloroform  was  used  with 
decided  ^relief.  Having  at  the  next  visit  made  a  more 
thorough  examination  of  the  case,  there  was  found  to  exist 
enlargment  of  the  heart,  and  obstruction  of  the  brachial 
artery,  which  latter  did  not  exist  at  the  previous  examination. 
The  Doctor  is  of  opinion  that  this  obstruction  was  caused  by 
the  administration  of  the  chloroform  favoring  the  formation 
ofcoagula. 

Dr.  Wbiqht  asked  if  fatality  from  chloroform  were  gene- 
rally attended  with  a  coagulated  condition  of  the  blood. 

Dr.  DoDOE.  No ;  but  supposed  such  an  accident  could 
have  followed  its  use  in  a  case  where  deficiency  of  the  valves 
had  existed. 

Dr.BLACKMAN  has  seen  cases  reported  by  Mr.  Kirke,  where 
clots  have  been  carried  to  the  brain  in  cardiac  disease,  inde- 
pendent of  chloroform. 

Dr.  DoDOB  supposes  it  was  at  all  events  a  case  unsuitable 
for  the  use  of  chloroform. 

Dr.  Blackmail.  This  has  also  been  a  disputed  question. 
Dr.  Errichsen  of  London  has  even  gone  so  far  as  to  admit  its 
nse  in  fatty  degeneration,  but  unfortunately  a  patient  died 
under  its  influence  in  the  hands  of  his  colleague  about  the 
time  of  the  publication  of  his  work. 

The  obstruction  in  Dr.  Dodge's  case  may  have  been  owing 
to  arteritis,  and  spontaneous  gangrene  has  been  reported  as 
arising  from  the  same  cause  in  a  child  of  four  years  old. 

Dr.  Wriqht  asked  if  any  cases  had  been  reported  relative 
to  the  use  of  iodine  in  uterine  disease,  and  its  effects  on  tii^ 
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Boxnal  passion.  He  had  lately  applied  it  in  two  ecuee  to  the 
08  uteri  where  ulcerations  had  been  obstinate,  and  loss  of  sexual 
excitement  resulted  in  both  cases,  mndii  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
parties.  He  would  ask,  did  iodine  produce  this  effect;  both  the 
women  were  previously  of  strong  sexual  passion  and  feeling. 

Dr.  Bonner  asked  if  the  iodine  came  in  contact  with  the 
clitoris. 

Dr.  W.    No. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Woodward  asked  if  similar  result  followed 
other  remedies. 

Dr.  W.    No. 

Dr.  DoDQE,  may  not  the  sexual  excitement,  manifested 
previously  have  been  owing  to  the  ulceration,  or  may  not  its 
absence  have  been  caused  by  pregnancy. 

Dr.  Wright,  it  appeared  to  have  been  caused  by  the  first 
application. 

Dr.  Blackman  has  heard  of  its  destroying  procreative 
power  in  the  male,  but  it  was  in  cases  where  the  agent  had 
been  used  for  the  cure  of  syphilitic  sarcocele. 

Dr.  Wright  gave  a  short  history  of  a  case  supposed  to 
have  died  of  scirhus  of  the  stomach,  and  of  which  he  hoped 
to  present  the  post  mortem  details  at  the  next  meeting. 

MEDICAL   NEWS. 

Dr.  Krause  reported  the  following  from  the  German. 

Dr.  Tuette  never  failed  to  detect  the  chlorides  in  the  urine 
of  patients  suffering  from  pneumonia,  though  they  appeared 
somewhat  diminished  in  quantity  about  the  time  of  hepatiza- 
tion. They  do,  however,  not  disappear  entirely,  even  where 
all  food  is  withheld  from  the  patient.  The  urine  of  patients 
laboring  under  pneumonitis  with  nervous  symptoms,  differs 
from  that  of  really  typhoid  patients  by  the  absence  of  am- 
monia. The  best  re-agent  upon  ammonia  is  the  phosphoric- 
molybdic  acid.  It  is,  however,  self-evident,  that  the  ammonia 
test  is  available  only  on  the  urine  passed,  after  the  bladder 
has  been  evacuated  by  the  catheter,  and  cleansed  by  injec- 
tions o{  warm  water* 
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Dr.  Masing  of  Dorpat  furnishes  some  additional  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  chemical  changes,  to  which  alcohol 
18  subject  in  the  human  system.  It  passes  into  the  blood, 
from  which  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  ejected  unchanged 
through  the  lungs  and  kidneys.  Though  it  may  happen,  that 
a  small  quantity  of  the  alcohol  taken  is  transformed  into 
aldehyde  or  acetic  acid,  yet  this  is  but  a  presumption,  await- 
ing still  further  proof.  Liebig's  theory,  that  alcohol  under- 
going in  the  animal  system  just  the  same  changes,  as  alcohol 
burnt  in  the  laboratory,  is  oxygenated  and  decomposed  into 
water  and  carbonic  acid,  according  to  Masing's  chemical 
researches  lacks  foundation. 

Pavesi  (Gaz.  L&mb.)  cured  a  paralysis  of  the  bladder, 
caused  by  over-distension,  by  injections  of  nicotine,  a  grain 
to  an  ounce  of  water. 

Dr.  Cohen  of  Breslau  recommends  the  internal  and  external 
use  of  coniine  for  acute  laryngitis,  as  the  best  remedy  to 
aUay  the  troublesome  cough.  A  favored  prescription  of  his 
is  two  grains  of  coniine,  dissolved  in  two  dr.  of  cherry-laurel 
water,  6  to  12  drops  every  three  hours. 

In  case  of  croup  and  diphtheritis  of  the  larynx,  he  found 
cauterization  of  the  pharynx  and  epiglottis  always  useless. 
Its  effects,  if  favorable  at  all,  were  transient  and  in  some 
cases  it  seemed  to  increase  even  the  irritation.  When  croup 
or  dyptheritis  of  the  larynx  was  found  to  attend  pulmonary 
tubercolosis,  the  treatment  consisted  only  in  the  application 
of  cold  or  heat  to  the  throat. 

Finally,  he  declares  himself  in  very  decided  terms  against 
bloodletting  in  pneumonitis.  Pneumonitis  is,  in  his  opinion, 
like  the  acute  exanthemata,  typhoid  fever,  Ac,  a  process, 
which  cannot  be  checked  by  any  kind  of  treatment,  but  goes 
through  its  regular  stages.  A  venesection  does  not  change 
the  quality  of  the  blood  so  as  to  remove  its  tendency  to 
exudation  in  the  lungs.  On  the  contrary,  exudation  in 
pneumonitis  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  critical  excretion; 
where  the  disease  does  not  tend  to  this  crisis  about  the  fifth 
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or  seventh  day,  it  ifi  owing  to  a  grave  complication,  commonly 
as  uncontrollable  as  pneumonitis  itself.  Venesection  acts 
but  in  a  mechanical  way.  It  promotes  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  in  the  lungs,  and  consequently  the  diffusion  of  gases 
in  it.  It  lessens,  therefore,  sometimes,  the  dyspnoea.  In 
the  whole,  however,  venesection  allays  but  a  symptom,  and 
ought  therefore,  not  be  resorted  to  in  the  majority  of  cases. 
For  it  always  retards  the  recovery.  Dr.  Cohen  dispensed 
with  it  in  78  cases,  which  he  had  to  treat,  and  there  did 
not  prove  a  greater  number  fatal  than  under  any  other 
treatment. 

Dr.  Sautlus  of  Denmark  made  the  observation,  that  per- 
sons who  had  to  deal  with  scabby  jcalves,  affected  with  herpes 
farinosu9,  frequently  suffer  from  eczema  or  impetigo  of  the 
forearm,  which  extends  up  to  the  neck  by  successive  erup- 
tions, rarely  to  the  face,  and  never  to  the  hairy  provinces  of 
the  head.  A  series  of  experiments  convinced  him,  that  the 
eruption  on  the  human  skin  is  produced  only  by  direct  con- 
tact with  the  crusts  of  the  live  animal.  Every  other  method 
of  inoculation  proved  unsuccessful.  The  cure  was  always 
complete  within  four  to  five  days  under  the  indiscriminate 
local  use  of  collodium. 

The  same  physician  was  told  by  a  reliable  person,  that 
puppies  are  protected  from  the  distemper  by  vaccination  on 
their  nose.     He  never  found  it  to  fail. 

Schuller,  physician  to  the  findliz  house  at  Vienna,  reports 
two  fatal  cases  of  vomiting  with  children,  in  consequence  of 
a  distension  of  the  duotur  botalli  by  a  solid  coagulam  of 
blood,  which  pressed  upon  and  irritated  the  pneumo-gastric 
nerve. 

Dr.  Rosas  at  Vienna  {Wien  Med,  Wochemchrifty  3.  1856), 
observed  on  the  eye  of  a  young  man,  20  years  of  age,  an 
opacity  of  the  cornea,  which  appeared  every  day  immediately 
after  getting  up  from  sleep.  It  increased  for  five  minutes, 
and  disappeared  again  within  an  hour.     The  young  man  had 
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labored  under  it  for  1|  years.  He  noticed  it  first,  after  he 
had  exerted  his  vision  by  reading,  nearly  uninterruptedly  for 
48  hours.  The  opacity  did  not  appear  until  the  patient  rose 
from  his  lying  posture.  Other  changes  of  the  eye  with  the 
exception  of  a  hypersemia  of  the  choroid  membrane  and  retina 
irere  not  perceptible.  Every  kind  of  treatment,  quinine, 
morphia,  iodide  of  potassium,  were  of  no  avail.  Violent 
movements  as  well  as  irritating  applications  aggravated  the 
dificase.  The  cold  douche  applied  to  the  head  shortened  the 
duration  of  the  opacity  about  half  an  hour.  It  did,  however, 
not  prevent  its  reappearance. 

Dr.  Steubig  relates  {Med.  Centralz.  54.  1855,)  a  case  of 
paralysis,  cured  by  a  paroxysm  of  mania.  A  widow,  72  years 
of  age,  had  her  right  arm  paralyzed  for  40  years,  when  she 
fell  into  mania,  under  which  she  used  to  indulge  in  hearty 
cursing.  But  her  vehement  declamation  was  answered  by  a 
relative  of  hers  by  the  indeliberate  remark :  God  had  punish- 
ed her  by  paralyzing  her  arm.  Infuriated  by  these  words 
she  exclaimed,  If  God  has  made  me  sick,  he  can  also  restore 
my  health ;  and  forthwith  she  elevated  her  lame  arm,  and 
tossed  it  wildly  around  in  every  direction.  Since  that  time 
she  enjoyed  the  free  use  of  her  arm  until  her  death,  even 
during  the  intervals  of  her  mania. 

Dr.  Wolf  of  Freiburg  cured  a  patient  suffering  with  a 
foreign  body  in  his  left  knee-joint,  by  pressing  the  foreign 
body  down  into  the  internal  elongation  of  the  capsule,  and 
fixing  it  there  with  a  serre-fine.  The  instrument  was  removed 
on  the  seventh  day,  the  wounds  suppurated  a  little,  the 
inflammation  was  very  slight.  On  the  ninth  day  the  patient 
was  dismissed  with  a  bandage  of  adhesive  plaster  over  the 
diseased  joint.  He  continued  his  journey  on  foot  without 
the  least  trouble.  The  foreign  body  was  agglutinated  and 
immovable. 

Moved  that  the  Society  adjourn  till  the  second  Tuesday  in 
November,  to  meet  at  Dr.  Wright's. 


'•* 
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Wo  are  glad  to  oUorve  ihat  some  of  the  moAt  Talimbk  c(>mniniii< 
cations  in  Ihe  above  proce^Uings.  arc  from  the  ycu  of  if  r*  K,  Wayne^ 
Ijecturer  on  PLarmacy  in  Uie  Metiical  CoMogo  of  OhiD*  We  cap; 
ODe  of  thefie,  relating  to  ad  article  pxtensivelj  nmA  bj  pby*icUi 
til  rough  out  the  country.  We  have  long  been  aci|iittintOii  with 
McMimn^  now  of  Willmmshurgh,  near  New  York.  Ttio  Dot'tor 
tuis  always  eTijoyefl  the  confi«ience  and  resjieet  of  hia  ftilfow  {>ra(^ti* 
t  J  oners-  Of  the  valuB  of  Mr*  Wayne's  substituta  for  his  Elixir  we  are 
unable  to  decid««jK^^^BB^OflL  b. 

m$i^,  tk  formiii^  was  pnhHBhBim  Dr.  tnlni  SlBWi|rt  of  lbliiiioi«b 
fern  Btipih^dn  at  of^ttt/lniyiddd "uk^ml^Mtmlbt  UMhmttil, ^ 

The  pitp^ri^oii  of  Jl^iru  huMd  Qpopi  flbi  known  fii^'  duit  ifts* 
IbrioiyoiiQ  CMtoTvo  tiioi^lii^^ 
'&iidiiit»b itt'Ok'iiiwk'^  -*  ■  ■ '  •■'^'.■'^'''    •••^"  ^  ^  ^'^  v     ^     -    -  : 

:  Th»  fora^a  ii  m  lblb# :  Tdto  1000'  giv.  of  omnci,  muftfn^ 
and  levigate  it  with  water,  straining  the  solation  from  the  dregs 
and  washing  the  same  with  repeated  affusions  of  boiling  water,  and 
boiling  the  resulting  liqnor  with  a  milk  of  lime  made  with  half  an 
ounce  of  lime  and  two  onnees  of  water,  for  a  few  minatea  ;  then 
filter  and  wash  the  mass  upon  the  filter  with  lime  water,  until  the 
filtrate  measurei  10  ounces ;  separating  1  ounce  and  adding  to  it  5 
grains  of  muriate  of  ammonia,  boiling  and  separating  the  precipi- 
tated morphia  after  12  hours  standing  ;  and  if  it  weighed  6  grains, 
add  9  ounces  of  alcohol,  or  a  sufficient  quantity,  so  that  each  ounce 
of  the  prep  araion  contains  3  grs.  of  morphia. 

I  have  made  this  preparation  frequently,  having  had  a  demand 
for  it,  and  from  my  practical  acquaintance  must  make  several 
objections  to  it.  First,  that  the  precipitate  obtained  by  the  addition 
of  muriate  of  ammonia  to  the  lime  water  solution  gives  no  correct 
information,  only  an  approximation  as  to  the  amount  of  morphia 
in  the  solution,  as  the  precipitated  matter  will  be  found  to  contain  a 
laige  percent&ge  of  lime.  Second,  that  the  preparation  after  it  has 
been  made  and  filtered  clear,  will,  upon  standing,  deposit  lime  upon 
the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  vessel  containing  it,  carrying  with  it 
more  or  less  of  the  morphia,  and  that  this  deposit  will  continue  to 
take  place  as  long  as  there  is  any  lime  held  in  solution.  Third, 
that  the  preparation  is  at  best  but  a  solution  of  impure  morphia, 
which  becomes  weaker  upon  standing,  or  until  all  the  lime  has 
been  deposited,  and  consequently  of  less  value  than  when  first  made. 
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Other  fonnnlas  have  been*  pablished  with  the  8ame  view  as  the 
above,  t.  e.,  a  substitute  for  McMunn's  Elixir.  The  only  one  of 
which  I  now  can  call  to  mind,  is  that  of  Eugene  Dupuy.  It  is  very 
different  from  the  one  mentioned,  and  very  little  if  any  from  denar- 
cotised  laudanum, — a  watery  solution  of  opium,  evaporated  down 
to  a  certain  extent  and  treated  with  ether  to  remove  narcotine,  the- 
baina,  meconia  and  part  of  codeia,  and  contains  little,  if  any,  of  the 
volatile  principle  of  the  opium,  which  Dr.  Stewart  is  of  the  opinion 
has  valuable  therapeutic  properties,  lost  in  great  measure  by  the 
evaporation,  and  treatment  with  ether.  None  of  the  formulas 
published  seem  to  have  been  brought  in(o  general  use,  either  from 
want  of  trial,  or  of  the  efforts  of  harmaceutists  to  prepare  them 
And  bring  them  into  notice ;  satisfied  that  as  long  as  the  physician 
is  willing  to  use  a  nostrum  in  place  of,  perhaps,  a  better  prepara* 
tion,  to  take  no  trouble  upon  himself  so  long  as  the  other  pays  him 
a  profit  and  saves  him  some  trouble  in  the  preparation  of  it. 

I  submit  with  this  paper  a  formula  which  has  suggested  itself  to 
me,  (and  a  specimen  of  the  product,)  differing  in  some  respects 
from  those  mentioned.  From  that  of  Dr.  Stewart  in  the  morphia 
being  in  it  natural  combination  as  a  meconate,  and  in  obtaining 
the  volatile  portion  of  opium  by  distillation.  And  from  that  of 
Mr.  Dupuy  mainly  in  saving  the  volatile  principle,  which  is  in 
great  degree  lost  by  the  evapoiation  of  the  watery  infusion  in  his 
process. 

Formula. — Opium  1000  grains.  Gut  it  into  small  pieces  and 
macerate  it  for  ten  days  in  one  pint  of  alcohol,  U.  S.  P.,  with 
occanonal  agitation.  Then  place  it  in  a  percolator,  and  when  all 
the  liquid  has  passed  through,  add  sufficient  alcohol  upon  the  mass 
to  mlake  the  filtrate  meaurcre  16  ounces. 

Place  the  resulting  tincture  in  a  retort  and  distill  over  8  ounces, 
which  set  aside.  Remtove  now  the  contents  of  the  retort  to  an 
evaporating  dish,  and  let  it  stand  seven  hours.  A  large  portion  of 
resin  is  thus  deposited,  and  is  to  be  separated  from  the  solution  by 
filtration.  To  the  filtrate  add  its  own  volume  of  ether  and  agitate 
it  occasionally.  Separate  the  watery  from  the  ethereal  portion,  and 
expose  it  to  the  nlr.  to  allow  tho  dissolved  ether  to  evaporate.  To 
thu  then  add  the  alcoholic  distillate,  anM  make  up  the  original  mea- 
sure, 16  ounces,  by  means  of  dilute  alcohol. 

This  may  be  considered  a  difiicult  or  troublesome  preparation  to 
make.  Such,  however,  will  not  be  found  to  be  the  case,  and  it 
requires  actually  no  more  time  than  either  of  tho  other  })rocesses 
mentioned  to  make  it.  The  only  troublesome  part  of  tho  process  is 
the  distillation  (which  is*the  chief  feature  of  the  process)  ;  this  I 
consider  not  as  troublesome  as  the  evaporation  upon  ttie  water 
bath,  or  the  treating  the  solution  with  milk  of  lime  and  the  tedious 
filtration. 
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^  |V  ^A^  Medical  Profe$mon^  and  Sckniific  OhMerver^, 
■PTlie  nnderagnetl  having  been  appointed,  at  the  late  meet- 
'mg  of  the  Aaicrlcau  MedJcuI  Ajsj^ociation,  chairman  of  a| 
conimitice  on  tlie  Etiology  anJPatljology  of  epidemic  clialeia, 
respect  full  J  solicita  Etiological,  pEitliological  and  Iliitoricat 
data  pertaining  to  the  disea.'R^,  from  the  modical  professioiiy 
aad  Meteorological  data  from  any  person  who  may  have 
them, 

Ab  a  primary  examination  in  inTostigating  the  canse  of 
Asiatic  uhoktra^  and  its  mode  of  travel^  ho  wishes  to  he  ahle 
to  compare  Meteorological  data  obtained  when  tin?  diseaae 
wae  raging  in  any  giyen  locality  with  th^^e  which  were 
ebtaincd  where  the  disease  did  not  prevail. 

To  make  thie  coniparigon  most  complete  a  full  sot  of 
Barometrical,  Therm ometricaU  Ifygrometrical  and  Ozonomet- 
rical  tables,  with  preyailing  winds — and  electrical  phenomena 
->-as  far  as  obtainable — for  a  series  of  years,  embracing  those 
of  health  and  disease,  and  extending  over  a  large  territory, 
are  needed ;  but  where  full  tables  are  not  obtainable,  partial 
ones,  or  reports,  will  be  thankfully  received  if  the  observa- 
tions are  accurate. 

As  Hygrometrical  observations  are  extremely  rare  in  the 
United  States,  the  undersigned  hopes  that  each  person  who 
has  any,  which  may  be  of  value  in  the  present  investigation, 
will  forward  them  to  his  address,  or  inform  him  of  their 
existence,  and  how  they  may  be  made  available. 

It  is  also  hoped,  that  every  person,  properly  prepared  to 
keep  Meteorological  registers,  will  spare  no  pains  to  make 
them  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  not  fiul  to  embrace  Hygro- 
metrical observations  in  their  tables. 

Tables  now  forming  may  be  of  real  service  to  the  com- 
mittee before  the  time  expires  for  which  it  was  appointed. 

All  data  received  prior  to  March  15th,  1859,  will  receive 
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the  attention  of  the  committee ;  and  dae  credit  be  given  in 
every  instance  for  valaable  information. 

The  subjects  of  investigation  are  of  suoh  vast  interest  to 
mankind,  it  is  hoped  the  present  reqnest  will  elicit  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  medical  profession,  and  any  other  per- 
sons who  may  have,  or  shall  hereafter  collect  matter  of  the 
kind  requested. 

It  would  seem  that  he  should  not  hope  in  vain,  when  it  is 
considered  that  cholera  is  a  disease  which  knows  no  political 
bounds,  and  frequently  appears  to  regard  neither  Geographi- 
cal lines  or  Sanitary  cordons,  and  has  already  destroyed 
nearly,  if  not  altogether,  one  hundred  millions  (100,000,000) 
of  the  earth's  inhabitants. 

Thus  far,  all  with  whom  the  chairman  has  corresponded 
have  most  promptly  proffered  any  assistance  in  their  power, 
and  at  the  same  time  expressed  their  warmest  sympathy  and 
regard,  for  the  investigation ;  but  believing  those  with  whom 
he  is  unacquainted,  may  have  data  of  the  kind  sought,  he 
takes  the  present  method  of  presenting  his  wishes,  hoping 
they  may  be  complied  with  by  all  who  are  possessed  of  such 
data,  and  feel  an  interest  in  man's  emancipation  from 
disease. 

Medical  Journals,  Literary  Magazines  and  newspapers 
friendly  to  the  great  interests  of  humanity  and  medical 
science,  will  confer  a  favor  upon  the  committee — and  it  is 
hoped  upon  the  world — by  inserting  the  above  in  their 
columns. 

T.  WiNSLOW  (JORDON,  M.  D. 

Georgetown,  Brown  County,  0.,  October,  1856. 


Iltbitlos  anb  gotitts. 


Ohikirie$  :  7%$  ScUnee  and  the  Art.    By  Charum  D.  Muos  H. 
D.    Professor  of  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children  in  Je£feron  Medici  College  at  PhihMldphia ;  lately  one 
YOL.  XVIL—NO.  49. 


764  Retnewi  and  lSfaHce$. 

of  the  Physicians  to  the  Lying-in  Department  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital.  Member  of  the  Society  of  Swedish  Physicians  at 
Stockholm  ;  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Hnnterian  Society  of 
London ;  Member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society ;  of 
the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia;  etc.,  etc. 
Third  edition,  revised.  With  129  illiistrotions.  p.p. 758.  Phila- 
delphia :  Blanchard  k  Lea.     1856. 

In  his  brief  preface  to  the  present  edition,  the  author  states  that 
he  has  endeavored  to  fulfil  the  intention  expressed  in  the  last  para- 
graph of  the  preface  to  the  second  edition  of  his  work.  He  has 
attempted  to  amend  his  style  and  to  **  bring  the  subject  up  to  the 
latest  dates  of  real  improvements  in  our  art  and  seience.''  In  refer- 
ring to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  preface  above  mentioned,  we  find 
the  following  :  '*  Lastly  I  feel  most  grateful  for  the  kind  reception 
heretofore  given  in  this  country,  to  my  contributions  to  medical 
literature,  and  most  thankfully  acknowledge  my  obligation  to  im- 
prove them  as  opportunity  arises ;  but  this  sentiment  is  blended 
with  regrets,  that,  amidst  agitations,  the  distractions,  and  the 
fatigue  of  a  physician's  life,  less  time  is  allowed  me  for  revision 
than  is  demanded  by  the  many  demerits  of  all  that  I  have  hitherto 
written."  From  this,  the  reader  would  infer  that  the  author  has 
endeavored  in  the  present  edition,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  per- 
fect his  **  Treatise  on  Obstetrics  ;"  how  far  he  has  succeeded  in 
producing  a  sound  practical  work  is  a  question  which  we  hope  to 
have  discussed  in  our  next  number.  b. 


The  Practical  Anatomist,  or  the  Student's  Guide  in  the  Dissect- 
ing Room.  By  J.  M.  Allen,  M.  D.  Late  Professr  of  Anatomy 
in  the  Medical  Department  of  Pennsylvania  College,  etc.,  etc. 
With  266  Illustrations,  p.  p.  631.  Blanchard  &  Lea:  Phila- 
delphia.    1856. 

However  valuable  may  be  the  "Dissector's  Guides  "  which,  we, 
of  late  have  had  occasion  to  notice,  we  feel  confident  that  the  work 
of  Dr.  Allen  is  superior  to  any  of  them.  We  believe,  with  the 
author,  that  none  is  fo*  fully  illustrated  as  this,  and  the  arrangement 
of  the  work  is  such  as  to  facilitate  the  labors  of  the  student  in 
acquiring  a  thorough  practical  knowledge  of  anatomy.  We  most 
cordially  recommend  it  to  their  attention.  b. 
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Am  hdroinefion  to  PraeUad  ChemiHry^  IntlwRn^  Anaiysis.  Bj 
John  B.  Bowman,  F.  G.  S.,  Professor  of  Practical  Chemistry  in 
EjDg's  College  London ;  Author  of  "  A  Handbook  of  Medical 
Chemistrj/'  etc.  Second  American  from  the  second  and  revised 
London  edition,  p.  p.  298.  Blanchard  <k  Lea :  Philadelphia. 
1856. 

The  author  remarks  in  his  prefiace  that  it  has  been  his 
«im,  as  far  as  possible,  to  make  this  little  work  more  fully 
adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the  general  student ;  and  he  is  of  the 
opinion  that  it  now  leaves  little  to  be  desired  as  an  Introductory 
Tsxt-book  of  Practical  Chemistry.  He  professes  to  have  embodied 
waA  changes  and  corrections  as  hare  been  rendered  necessary  by  the 
progress  of  the  science  since  the  first  edition  was  published.  The 
iate  of  this  prefiice  is  Feb.,  1854,  and  those  better  versed  than  our- 
■elves,  in  the  advances  which  chemistry  has  recently  made,  may  deem 
^tue  interval  since  passed  as  rather  lengthy,  in  connection  with  the 
appearance  of  a  new  American  edition.  We  have  no  doubt  however 
that  it  admirably  fulfils  the  objects  intended,  viz  :  to  render  simple 
to  the  beginner,  the  various  processes  employed  in  analysis  or  which 
have  been  devised  for  the  illustration  of  the  principles  of  the  science. 

B. 


Lecturti  on  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.     By  John  B.  Beck, 
M.  D.,  late  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 
We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  second  edition  of  this  work,  and, 
having  examined  it  somewhat  attentively,  are  ready  to  pronounce 
it  a  most  excellent  text-book  for  the  medical  student. 

The  author  had  a  highly  disciplined  mind,  eminently  practical  in 
all  its  tendencies ;  and  here  in  one  small  volume,  by  excluding  the 
doubtful  and  inefficient,  and  carefully  eschewing  all  mere  theoretical 
discussions,  he  has  been  enabled  to  preeent,  in  a  elear  ami  attractive 
manner,  most  of  the  material  facts  and  principles  of  the  science  of 
Materia  Medica.  His  search  seems  to  have  been  not  after  the  new, 
but  the  true,  and  we  venture  the  remark  that  he  has  written  but  lit- 
tle that  would  not  be  fully  sanctioned  and  snttabed  by  the  wisest 
and  beat  practitioners  of  the  age. 

Prof.  Bedc  was  no  theorist,  and  does  not  attempt  to  deduce  his 
therapentici  from  aaj  fpeoolationa  about  the  ultimate  natore  of  die- 
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ease.  He  adopts  as  a  fandamental  principle  the  broad  and  anbetan* 
tial  maxim,  that  "  under  similar  eircumstancei,  tk$  same  medicines 
tnU  produce  similar  effects^**  or,  what  is  simply  its  eqaivalent,  every 
kind  of  medication  which  has  cared  one  disease  will  core  all  analo- 
gous diseases. 

No  one  recognized  more  fully  than  he  did  the  fact  that  medicinea 
are,  in  the  main,  bat  relative  agents  ;  and  the  great  merit  of  hia  book 
consists,  in  a  scrupnloos  care  to  specify  well  the  circumstances  whidi 
cause  a  variation  in  the  effects  of  these  agents — ^not  in  attributing  to 
them  any  imaginary  virtue  in  conneotion  with  this  or  that  medical 
doctrine,  but  in  keeping  closely  to  the  results  of  pure  observation.  • 

The  additions  made  to  the  lectures  of  Br.  Beck  by  his  friend  Prof 
Gil  man,  are  not  many,  but  highly  judicious.  We  say  by  all  means 
buy  the  book.  We  are  indebted  for  its  publication  to  the  honae  o£ 
S.  S.  4  W.  Wood,  of  N.  Y.  You  wiU  get  it  at  Derby's,  on  Maia 
street.  b. 


New  Foreign  PuUicaHons* 

Thirteen  livraisons  of  Lebert's  magnificent  treatise  on  Pathologi- 
cal Anatomy  have  been  published.  The  whole  when  completed  >vill 
doubtless  surpass  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  issued  from  the  French 
press.  Twenty-seven  livraisons  are  yet  to  appear,  and  the  work 
when  finished  will  cost  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  The 
second  part  of  C.  Bernard*s  **  Lecons  de  Physiologic  experimerUale 
appUquie  a  la  medicine,**  is  now  ready.     Price  $1.75 

A  work  by  H.  Scoutetten,  on  **  L' Ozone,  o  u  recherches  chim- 
iques,  meteorologiques,  physiologiques  et  medicales  sur  Toxygene 
electrise' '  has  been  recently  published  by  M.  Bailliere.  Dr.  Alison, 
Emeritus  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  Edinburg,  is  prepar- 
ing for  publication  a  work  on  the  '*  First  Principles  of  Physiology 
and  Pathology,  and  of  their  Connexion  with  other  Branches  of 
science.*'  Dr.  Thomas  Lay  cock  the  recently  elected  Professor  of 
the  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  of  Clinical  Medicine,  in  the  University 
of  Edinburg,  is  the  author  of  a  work  just  published,  entitled  **  Lec- 
tures on  the  Principles  and  Methods  of  Medical  Observation  and 
Kesearch,  for  the  use  of  Advanced  Students  and  Practitioners."  A 
second  edition  of  Dr.  Fuller's  excellent  woik  on  Rheumatism,  Rheu- 
matic Gout  and  Sciatica  has  just  been  issued  by  Mr.  Churchill,  of 
Loudon. 


JSdiiarud.  7S7 

The  G  jcIop«dia  of  Anatomj  and  Fhsio1ogy»  edited  by  Dr.  R.  B. 
Todd,  has  reached  its  48th  nnmber.  The  49di  part  oontaining  the 
article  Uterus,  by  Dr.  Arthur  Farre,  is  in  press,  and  will  be  pub- 
lished at  the  same  time  with  Part  L.  which  will  complete  the  work. 
The  price  in  this  country,  will  be  about  960.  A  new  edition  of 
Qnain's  Anatomy,  by  Dr.  Sharpey  and  Mr.EUis  is  just  issued.  A 
new  edition  of  Kirke's  Handbook  of  Physiology  is  also  ready.  A 
new  and  improved  edition  of  Lisar's  Anatomical  Plates  with  a  Sup- 
plement on  the  Female  Breast,  Testis,  Male  Perineum  and  Male 
PelTifi  jnst  published. 


(gHtorial. 


In  our  last  number  we  announced  the  intention  to  publtsh  in  ex- 
tra sheets  of  the  Lancet,  the  revised  Lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the 
Bones  and  Joints,  delivered  by  the  Elditor  at  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio.  We  shall  be  unable  to  fuliill  this  promise,  for  the  reason,  that 
the  vast  number  of  cases  of  the  kind  constantly  offering  for  clinical 
lectures  at  the  Commercial  Hospital,  renders  it  unnecessary  to  dis- 
cuss these  topics  fully  at  the  College.  The  proposed  changes  in  the 
size  of  the  Journal,  the  improved  paper  etc.,  etc.,  will  materially 
increase  the  expense  of  publication,  and  we  doubt  not,  in  consider- 
ation of  these  facts,  our  readers  will  need  no  urging  to  remit  payment 
in  advance.    Direct  to  our  address,  44  9th  Street,  Cincinnati,     b. 

We  invite  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  communication  of 
Dr.  Gordon,  of  Geoigetown,  0.  Dr.  G.  seems  determined  to 
epare  no  effort  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  we  trust  that  all, 
who  have  it  in  their  power,  will  aid  him  in  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object  for  which  the  committee  was  appointed.  b. 

The  Actual  Cautery. — ^Professor  8yme  of  Edinburgh,  is  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  use  of  the  actual  cautery  in  the  treatment  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  joints.  In  the  August  No.  of  the  London  Lancet, 
(Am.  edition),  he  describes  the  disease  commonly  known  as  Ulcera- 
tion of  Cartilage,  and  recommends  the  actual  cautery  as  the  most 
efikctual  means  of  curing  it»  it  being  in  his  opinion,  *<  a  remedy  no 
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less  certain  than  speedy."  Those  who  have  attended  the  eKnigue9, 
of  the  Commercial  Hospital*  will  not  question  oar  own  partiality  to 
the  actual  cautery,  hut,  notwithstanding  our  high  estimate  of  its 
powers,  we  cannot  share  in  Prof.  Byrne's  helief  that  it,  or  any  other 
agent,  is  ** k  speedy  remedy**  in  true  ulceration  of  cartilage.  In 
cases  of  chronic  synovitis  we  have  seen  it  operate  most  magically, 
and  it  is  for  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  cases,  that  we  regard  it  as 
peculiarly  adapted.  M.  Bonnet  in  his  work  on  the  diseases  of  the 
joints,  gives  an  account  of  numerous  experiments  which  he  per- 
formed with  the  actual  cautery  as  well  as  with  the  moxa,  the  action 
of  which  he  asserts,  is  essentially  different  from  caustic,  inasmuch 
as  they  cause  a  higher  degree  of  local  excitement.  The  cautery  heats 
the  tissues  to  the  depth  of  ahout  half  an  inch.  He  found  that  the 
integrity  of  the  skin  exerted  a  material  influence  upon  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  heat.  If  destroyed,  it  scarcely  passed  beyond  the  slough 
in  contact  with  the  iron,  for  the  reasons  that  the  contact  of  moisture 
cools  the  iron,  and  the  skin  is  a  better  conductor  of  heat  than  the 
other  structures.  The  heat  of  a  large  moxa  slowly  burned  accord- 
ing to  his  experiment,  penetrates  much  deeper  than  that  of  the  cau- 
terising iron.  "With  the  testimony  of  such  surgeons  as  Professor 
Syme  and  M.  Nelaton,  in  favor  of  the  actual  cautery,  it  is  probable, 
now  that  chloroform  robs  it  of  its  honors,  its  use  will  be  greatly 
extended.  It  is  time  that  the  prejudices  of  British  and  American 
practioners  should  yield  to  the  evidence  furnished  by  those  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe.  b. 


We  copy  from  the  Ohio  Med,  and  Surg.  Journal,  for  November, 
the  following  well-merited  compliment  to  one  of  our  colleagues  : 

"  Prof.  L.  M.  Lawson  is  again  connected  with  the  Ohio  Medical 
College,  and  we  welcome  him  back  to  the  State,  as  one  of  its  most 
able  teachers  and  accomplished  practitioners."  b. 


**  Extensive  Injuries  during  Pregnancy** — Several  of  our  ex- 
changes have  copied  our  report  of  the  extraordinary  case  which  we 
attended  last  winter  with  Dr.  Fries,  of  this  city,  but  they  have  all 
erroneously  attributed  it  to  Dr.  Tyler  Smith's  Obstetric  Lectures  in 
the  London  Lancet.     We  published  the  details  of  the  case  very 
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briefly,  as  a  set-off  to  one  of  far  less  importanoe  recorded  by  Dr. 
Smith  in  his  Lectures.  We  shoold  have  stated  in  our  report,  that 
there  was  also  a  dislocation  of  the  ankle  which  Dr.  F.  had  reduced 
before  oar  arrival.  b. 


Bemarrhaids. — ^A  writer  in  a  recent  No.  of  the  Medico  Chirwrpical 
Review,  remarks,  that  in  some  cases  recently  treated,  the  actual  cau- 
tery has  seemed  to  possess  advantages  over  the  ligature  and  excision. 
Should  vesical  tenesmus,  or  retention  of  nriiie  follow,  a  tepid  bath 
will  afford  relief.  Contraction  of  the  rectum,  he  adds,  has  never  re< 
suited  from  the  operation.  For  some  time  past  we  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  applying  the  actual  cautery  after  excision,  and  have 
been  gratified  with  the  results.  It  arrests  the  hemorrhi^e  at  onoe, 
nor  have  we  met  with  any  cases  of  contraction  of  the  rectum  as  a 
consequence.  At  the  Commercial  Hospital,  recently,  we  made  use 
of  the  actual  cautery  to  destroy  syphilitic  vegetations,  or  excresences» 
which  involved  nearly  the  whole  circumference  of  the  rectum.  The 
laigest  was  situated  above  the  internal  sphincter,  and  gave  the 
patient  much  anoyance  and  suffering  by  protruding  within  the 
sphincter  at  every  evacuation  of  the  bowels.  In  this  case,  tha 
cautery  produced  very  happy  results.  b. 


On  Friday  the  21st  inst.,  we  exhibited  to  the  class  of  the  Medi- 
cal College  of  Ohio,  an  ovarian  tumor  removed  on  the  18th  by  Dr. 
Dunlap,  of  Ripley,  O.,  which  we  believe  to  be  the  largest  ever  ex- 
tracted from  the  living  subject.  The  solid  tumor  weighed  100  lbs.; 
and  besides  this,  some  five  lbs.  of  fluid  were  lost  in  the  operation. 
Dr.  D.  informed  us  that  he  heard  from  his  patient  on  the  20th  and 
that  she  was  doing  well !  b. 


Our  own  experience,  based  upon  the  exsection,  in  four  cases,  of  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  spinal  column,  confirms  the  opinion  advanced 
by  Dr.  Brown-Sequard,  in  his  Experimental  and  Clinical  Researches 
on  the  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the  Spinal  Cord.  He  main- 
tains that  the  simple  exposure  of  the  cord,  is  attended  with  less 
danger  than  has  been  supposed,  and  in  view  of  the  almost  csrtunly  fit- 
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to!  refiiilta  produced  by  coiiipT«»i£ioii,  b6  adi;roe«tei  tbe  op^ation  for 
mdng  the  imjuthI  ar«lw«  whea  depressed  by  violence,  &o  as  to  ioter* 
fere  with  the  function  of  tbtt  Rplnal  cord.  Some  tbiee  years  sinc^j 
we  performed  such  an  operation,  and  although  the  investing  mom* 
branes  of  the  cord  were  lacerated  so  as  to  give  exit  to  the  oeitibro* 
spina]  fluid,  this  exposure  was  attended  with  no  nnploaaant  eymptoms 
whatever.  "Diis  patient  was  living  a  few  weeks  since,  attd  «»jaying 
good  health,  haying  received  material  benefit  from  the  operaUon* 
Altbougb  two  of  onr  caRes  were  not  Bnecessful,  yet,  there  were  no 
grotinds,  at  any  time  after  the  operation,  for  believing  thai  the  ex- 
poentie  of  the  cord  had  added  to  the  patient'^  danger.  is^ 


In  the  absence  of  the  promised  analysts  of  some  of  the  alcoholic 
beverage^i  oonsnmed  in  Cincinnati,  we  copy  from  the  Philadelphia 
Med.  Examiner,  the  following  "Irish  Analysia,"  of  the  adultera* 
tions  of  whisky. 

An  Irish  analyst,  in  the  Limericl  Chronklef  giTea  the  following 
composition  of  adnlterated  whisky  : 

"  It  is  compofied  *^  he  HAja  '*  of  one-third  spirits,  onc-tliird  aqua* 
ibrtisy  one-third  yitriol.  and  one^tlnrd  water.''  The  writer  in  the 
Timea,  who  quotes  the  paragmpb,  angge^  that  tbe'analyBt  who 
penned  the  statement,  may  probably  have  left  one-half  of  his  senses 
in  his  night-cap,  lost  one-half  in  taking  the  dram  which  be  analyzed, 
and  made  use  oi  the  rest  in  obtaining  his  results.  b. 


( 


The  Denial  Regietfr  qfih$  Weii,  edited  by  J.  Taft  and  Qeoige 
Watty  for  October,  contains  a  lai^  number  of  communications 
which  must  be  of  great  value  to  those  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
Dentistry.  Dr.  Richardson  has  an  admirably  written  paper  on 
Gariffrenaus  Degeneration  of  (he  Cheek  and  Game,  with  NexcrosU 
and  JSxfoUatiim  of  the  Alveolar  ProceteoMid  MaxHtartf  Bone,  which 
we  should  be  glad,  did  space  permit,  to  transfer  to  our  own  pages, 
Mr,  Osmond  is  the  author  of  another  communication  on  OvUa  Per- 
cAa»  as  an  application  to  clasps,  in  which  he  exhibits  a  thorough 
practical  knowledge  of  his  art.  We  commMid  the  Dental  Begieier . 
o/O^  TTfil^tQtto  patronage  of  the  pro£M8i<»i.  b,     , 


Editorial.  761 

J7  The  intereet  manifested  during  the  last  eession  of  diaical 
instruction  at  the  Commercial  Hospital,  continnee  unabated,  and 
the  multitude  of  instructive  and  important  cases  brought  before  the 
class  during  the  past  six  weeks,  must  satisfy  any  unprejudiced  mind 
that  the  clinical  advantages  possessed  by  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio,  are  unsurpassed  in  this  country.  From  present  indicationSt 
the  Faculty  have  reason  to  anticipate  a  very  laige  attendance  on 
the  regular  clinical  course,  to  commence  in  March.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  this  will  be  a  regular  session,  and  that  degrees  will 
be  conferred  at  its  close.  b. 


JT"  We  find  in  our  exchanges  expressions  of  decided  opposition 
to  the  custom  hitherto  adopted  in  the  selection  of  a  presiding  o£B- 
oer  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  By  some  this  is  termed 
"ridiculous/'  others  assert  that  it  has  given  to  the  Association  thJb 
reputation  of  its  ability  to  make  great  men  out  of  very  tmall  ma- 
ferial,  and  in  commenting  upon  the  practice,  they  are  content  with 
obeerving  that  **  this  is  carrying  mechanical  impravemenit  a  little 
too  far/'  It  is  well  known  to  the  profession  that  but  with  one  ex- 
ception, the  presiding  officer  has  been  chosen  from  the  city  in  which 
the  Association  has  held  its  session.  The  objections  to  this  course 
bave  long  been  recognized  by  the  profession,  but,  we  believe  that 
Dr.  Hunt,  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  was  the  iirst  to  embody 
these  objections  in  proper  terms.  As  now  managed,  those  moti 
worthy  of  the  Piwidency  can  be  elected  only  by  accident,  and  if  thd 
custom  continue  much  longer,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  those 
most  deserving  of  the  high  honor  would  feel  some  reluctance  in 
condescending  to  accept  the  appointment. 

Bloodgood,  of  Illinois,  offered  a  resolution  at  the  last  meetingy 
that  hereafter  the  President  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  shall  not 
he  resident  of  the  State  in  which  he  is  elected.  The  objections  to 
the  last  clause  of  this  resolution  are  obvious,  for,  the  best  man  may 
belong  to  that  State.  The  proper  plan  may  be  stated  in  a  very  few 
words:  elect,  without  regard  to  locality,  those  who  will  confer 
honor  upon  the  Association,  those  who  have  made  their  mark,  and 
not  the  aspirants  for  fame. 

.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  is  to  be  held  at  Nashville, 
and  to  use  die  lai^guage  of  the  Louisville  Beview,  ''In  no  city  of 
X&9  Bauib'wmt  ue  there  to  be  fomid  mot»  lOD^nL  ^mwi^Via^A  ^ 


\i(^  honor/^  Tet,  td  tiieir  immottil  lienor  belCr  stated/ tfiai  Oiejr 
^one  without  liaritatim  iha  Viewa  of  tliai  BdUo  Jdanal,  and 
ezpreM  the  earnert  bope  that  the  refonnafion  inaj  eoumo 
Nashville,  at  the  next  meMiiig  of  the  Aasbdatioa.  After  aoeh  «a 
'eixpvoeeioki  on  their  part,  and  beliering  as  we  do,  that  the  looalit^ 
HhOoId  be  utfcerij  diangazded  hi  the  deeCion,  we  itaoerrij  tmat  that» 
mmlj  for  the  aake  of  speedflj  coneetfa^  a  had  habit,  the  oUimaof 
NaahviUe  may  not  be  oreilookfld.  b. 


Dx.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmee,  has  a  spirited-notice  of  Pnrfl  Dm- 
per*!  Phjriologj,  an  the  Oct  (28)  nnmber  of  the  Boeton  JTmSmI 
ami  Burgical  Jcumal,  He  prononnoea  the  work  '^  original  and 
iBftereeting/' and  laTpthneiamnchinit  "bothnewandgood.**  In 
leviewing  Prof.  Dmp^a  obeervationa  on  the  Infloence  of  Phjraieal 
Agents  on  Man, — Dr.  Holmes  remarks : 

*'  In  the  chapter  on  the  Influence  of  Physical  Agents  on  Man,  are 
yarioas  assertions  it  might  be  necessary  to  correct  or  qaalify.  The 
two  Australians,  figured  from  Prichard,  are  evidently  half-starved, 
•simply  caricatures,'  to  use  Dr.  Pickering's  words.  This  most 
accurate  observer  found  fine  faces  among  that  people,  and  in  some 
of  the  young  women  a  very  pleasing  expression.  An  Australian 
presented  him  the  finest  model  of  the  human  proportions  he  had  ever 
met  with.  In  fact,  these  half-starved  caricatures  would  be  far  from 
ill-lookiijg  if  they  were  fed  as  well  as  professors  sometimes  are. 
The  man's  head  ofiers  a  superb  frontal  development  and  a  Greek 
philosopher  aspect  generally,  and  the  attenuated  female,  with  the 
aid  of  com  and  crinoline,  would  be  presentable,  if  not  lovely. — 
And  where,  we  may  be  permitted  to  ask,  are  the  '  many  great 
cities '  on  the  Chinese  rivers,  *  vastly  outnumbering  in  their  popu- 
lation the  laigest  European  capitals  ?'  Must  we  have  the  '  black 
Jews  of  Malabar ,  adduced  once  more  as  a  proof  of  the  efiect  of 
elimate  in  changing  the  complexion  of  a  race,  when  it  has  been 
stated,  over  and  over  again,  and  the  authority  of  those  living  among 
them,  that  they  are  a  mixed  race?  Again,  when  the  California 
'Indians'  are  contrasted  with  those  of  the  Atlantic  shore,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  Dr.  Pickering  maintains  that  they  are  not  'In- 
dian '  at  all,  but  Malays  from  the  other  continent.  The  transfor- 
mation of  the  Mongol  into  tioA  Caxvj;^%a\Kii  Vj^  isi  the  %aae,  of  the 
Torka.  nuLii^tainfrfi  byPn^Jba^  aiA  i^-aa««Nii^\^^v]!b!aaK)i^\>t^^ 
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per,  18  much  more  probably  referred  hy  Hamilton  Smitli  to  their 
extraction  from,  or  early  intermixture  with,  the  higher  race. 

**  And  what  shall  we  say  to  the  doctrine  that  the  European  com- 
plexion has  grown  darker  in  consequence  of  the  artificial  modes  of 
life  introdu^  in  modem  times  ?  (p.  591.)  Will  furnaces  and 
gaslight  ever  turn  white  people  into  negroes  ?  Do  not  those  who 
are  housed  and  sheltered  with  the  greatest  care,  blanch  like  celery  ? 
Look  at  the  white  arms  and  shoulders  in  the  first  ballroom  you  may 
enter,  and  see  what  a  '  warmer  and  more  genial  climate,'  produced 
by  human  art,  effects  in  that  direction. — ^Would  Professor  Draper 
really  conclude  from  his  statistics  (p.  595)  that  the  erring  woman 
is  commonly  older  than  the  templing  man  ?  What  say  the  story 
tellers  and  painters  from  the  time  of  Colonel  Ohatres,  downwards 
and  upwards  t  • 

The  tropical  races  leave  behind  them  two  curses,  says  Professor 
Draper, '  tobacco  and  syphilid.'  This  epigrammatic  conjunction 
forcibly  recalls  the  '  Father  of  Chemistry  and  nncle  to  the  Earl  of 
Cork  ;• 

'  Wrapped  in  my  yirtne  and  a  good  sorioat;' 
*He  had  no  malice  in  his  mind, 
No  ruffles  on  hit  shirt,' 

and  similar  lively  passages.  We  commend  the  Professor  to  Charles 
Lamb's  Farewell  to  Tobacco,  and  to  the  old  proverb  about  not 
overblackening  the  Worst  of  individuals.''  B. 


We  have  received  the  transactions  of  the  New  Hampshire,  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois  State  Medical  Societies,  containing  a  variety  of  in- 
teresting matter,  which  we  shall  notice  in  our  next  number.  The 
address  of  Dr.  Cogley,  before  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society, 
"On  Hospitals  in  Europe"  cannot  but  prove  of  interest  to  onr 
readers,     it  will  appear  in  the  January  number  of  our  Journal. 


Dr.  Crawford,  of  Greenville,  Tenn.,  has  puUished,  in  the 
Nov.  No.  of  the  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  the  r»- 
sults  of  his  treatment  of  dysentery,  which  prevailed  as  an  epidemic 
in  his  vicinity  for  the  last  four  or  five  years : 

'*  Every  man  knows,  who  knows  any  thing  about  medicine,  that 
a  panacea  is  the  vilest  imposition,  or  a  remedy  to  meet  a  single  dis- 
ease in  all  its  stages  in  every  constitution,  is  not  to  be  fbnnd,  and  no 
wise  man  would  look  for  it.  The  treatment  I  gave  dysentery  comes 
as  near  meeting  all  the  cases  as  any  thing  I  remember  to  have  tried 
in  this  or  any  other  disease. 

**  Opium  u  the  rtmtdy.  Best  to  the  inflamed  bowel  is  the  main 
and  important  thing  in  curing  (his  disease.    Everf  timA  tha  bo^rda 


act,  the  irritability  of  the  orgmn  is  inemafied,  nntfl  a  desire  to  go  td 
stool  is  con  Fit  ant  J  a  high  d*?git*e  of  inHammatioQ  eoon  foUows*  ex- 
tendmg  more  or  less  to  tho  upper  bowels*     The  first  thing  1  do,  if  . 
I  find  the  Iwwels  have  beeu  ireed  of  fecal  niatter  by  diarrlwB*  or 
cathflrlics,  in  to  administer  a  Ml  dose  of  opium* 

If  there  be  miioh  thirst  aad  fever»  ipecac  is  added.  Done  for  an 
adult  pub  opi.  gr,  ij.,  ippcao  grs,  ij,,  cmta,  prep,  gr,  10,  mixed  wiih 
eimple  eyrup.  With  thia  I  confidently  expect  rest  to  the  bowdi 
for  four  or  five  boiii-B  ;  at  the  eud  of  this  if  the  di>icliargea  are  iiLiU 
dysenteric  I  gi^'e  castor  oil,  after  its  action  I  repeat  tho  dofc.e  in  in* 
creased  quantity  ii  oiraim stances  permit.  In  a  large  number  q£ 
caaes  three  or  fonr  do^ee  were  all  tliat  wa*  required  to  effect  a  6«ra, 

By  giving  rest  to  the  bowelt*  four  or  five  hours  1  confidently  ex- 
pected fei^l  discharges  when  the  effect  of  the  opiutn  would  pa^a  a£C 
and  in  a  tnajority  of  the  ca^s  this  was  the  cabo.  It  waet  ^tif 
necessary  to  repeat  the  dofic  to  pi^event  the  discharges  from  become 
ing  dyifenterici  which  they  would  ^oon  do  if  not  quieted  by  a  seci/iid 
dose,  Tlie  disease  is  cured  by  reht  and  not  by  the  opium  or  any 
thing  eke  that  may  l>e  taken  into  the  system.  I  find,  in  looking 
over  my  note- book,  that  out  of  297  csLsea  ti^ated  by  me  in  the  laht 
four  years,  200  w^ere  ti^ated  in  this  ivay,  and  all  recovered,  Whera 
there  is  little  or  no  fever,  I  dispenao  with  the  ipecac*  Many  caset 
though,  in  spite  of  treatment,  ansumed  a  gi^ave  typhoid  condition  ; 
and  the  fatal  cases  that  occurred  in  my  practice  were  of  this  type* 
Of  the  97  cases,  many  of  tliem  were  in  a  low  or  typhoid  condition 
when  I  first  saw  them,  or  were  complicated  with  other  diseases  so 
as  to  prohibit  the  use  of  opium.  The  typhoid  cases  I  treated  with 
a  mixture  of  turpentine,  laudanum  and  gum  arable,  and  I  was  well 
'^leased  with  its  effects.  My  first  object  was  to  procure  fecal  dis- 
charges by  the  mildest  cathartics  in  all  cases  where  there  had  not 
1»6en  diarrhoea,    8o  much,  then,  for  dysentery  and  its  treatment. 

**  I  claim  no  new  discovery  of  my  own ;  I  only  ask  for  ihe  remedy 
a  retention  of  the  position  it  so  jnstly  merits  in  cuiing  this  disease, 
where  it  has  been  placed  long  before  my  time  by  older  and  better 
hands  than  mine.  I  claim  for  it  in  this  locality  a  superiority  over 
tavery  single  and  componad  prescription  in  the  treatment  of  dysen- 
tery that  I  haye  ever  tried— ^''en  ai  bien  de  la  joie." 


tW^  Professor  Eve,  of  Nashville,  is  preparing  a  work  to  be  enti- 
iled  "  A  Collection  of  Remarkable  Cases  in  Sargery."  From  an 
extract  published  in  the  November  number  of  the  Nash  villa  Jonmaii 
and  the  author's  well-known  abilities,  we  are  satisfied  that  it  will  be 
one  of  great  interest  and  value  to  the  profession.  We  can  not  agree 
with  Prof.  Eve,  in  awarding  to  Dr.  Oamochan^  of  N.  T.,  priority 
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in  the  ramoval  of  the  endre  lower  jaw.  In  the  second  volume  of 
our  edition  of  Mott's  Yelpeau,  we  have  recorded,  ae  we  think,  suf- 
ficient proof  to  show  that  Dr.  C.  was  not  the  first  to  perform  this 
operation.  In  the  report  of  a  case  which  occurred  in  our  practice, 
published  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Scienoe,  for  October. 
1S56,  we  have  incorporated  the  substance  of  our  arguments  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  claims  of  Dr.  G.  We  are  much  pleased  with  Prof 
Eve's  defense  of  Dr.  Deaderick. 

*'  We  regret  to  find  that  one  so  well  versed  in  surgical  literature 
as  the  author  (Dr.  C.)  of  this  article  is  known  to  be,  ignores  the 
deeds  of  his  own  countrymen,  the  backwoods  Tennessean,  Dr. 
Deaderick,  of  Athens,  formerly  of  Rogersville,  in  this  Btate,  and 
gives  the  credit  of  the  first  methodical  operation  on  the  lower  jaw 
to  Dupuytren,  oi  Paris.  Dr.  Molt,  Mr.  South,  Dr.  Blackman,  Dr. 
Smith,  successor  to  Dr.  Gibson,  each  cheerfully  concede  priority  of 
this  operation  to  Dr.  Deaderick.  We  are  pleased  to  have  it  in  our 
power  to  present  a  letter,  never  before  published,  respecting  these 
claims,  from  the  Doctor  himself,  and  kindly  furnished  us  by  our 
friend  Dr.  Avcnt.  of  Murfreesboro'.  The  profession  will  now  be 
able  to  decide  the  question  to  whom  does  the  honor  belong  of  first 
operating  upon  the  lower  jaw. 

[This  was  addressed  to  Dr.  Avent,  Chairman  Sui^cal  Committee 
for  Tennessee,  1856.]    This  is  the  letter : 

**  With  the  exception  of  the  removal  of  a  trivial  tumor  from  the 
face,  the  exsection  of  nearly  one-half  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bon§ 
from  a  lad  of  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  my  first  operation 
upon  the  living  subject  (performed  February  6,  1810.)  The  tumor 
in  this  case  completely  and  equally  surrounded  the  bone,  and  fortu* 
nately  its  termination  near  the  chin  and  angle  were  plainly  defined, 
and  probably  originated  from  the  cavity  of  a  decayed  tooth.  From 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  tumor,  which  now  filled  nearly  the  whole 
mouth,  it  was  evident  that  unless  relieved,  the  patient  would  at  no 
distant  day  succumb,  from  impeded  respiration  and  deglutition. 
The  parties  most  concerned  (mother  and  son)  being  conscious  of  this, 
and  willing  to  exonerate  me  from  censure  in  the  event  of  an  unsuc- 
cessful issue,  without  known  precedent  or  professional  counsel  or  aid 
(which  at  that  day  was  not  readily  attainable),!  forthwith,  at  my 
own  house,  performed  the  operation  in  the  manner  and  form  de- 
scribed in  the  American  Medical  Recorder  (6th  vol.,  if  not  mista- 
ken), and  Gibson's  8ui^ry,  to-wit :  An  incision  commenced  under 
the  zygomatic  process,  proceeding  in  the  direction  of  the  lower  edge 
of  the  bone  to  Uie  chin,  another  midway  at  right  angles  over  the  tu- 
mor and  down  the  neck,  integuments  separated  from  the  tumor,  and 
the  latter  from  its  other  connections,  and  the  bone  sawed  off  imme- 
diateij  «i  Urn  angle  and  a  fiiw  linea  from  the  oenlsrof  the  chim 


WoDod  dosed  with  sntureg  and  sticking  plasters  ;  a  planter  of  sim'f 
plo  cerate  and  a  light  eompi-Qi^s  over  the  whok  snd  band^igei  coiw 
pkted  the  job.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  in  ahout  six  woeks  the  patient 
had  conipJetdy  recovered,  and  lived  manj  years  in  my  netghbor- 
Lood  ;  and  two  or  tbreo  years  since  I  was  informed  of  hi«  removal 
to  Kentucky,  where,  probably,  he  is  yet  Jiving,  inaBinn^^h  m  after  tho 
loss  of  bis  jaw  bone,  he  Wcnme  an  uncotnmoDly  healUiy  man.  Dr 
Blott  expressed  a  somewhat  suspiciotus  surpHije  in  eonseqneiice  of  ihe 
publication  of  this  case  having  been  so  loiig  delayed*  Now,  sir,  tho 
indo^^ed  letter  from  tny  former  pnpil,  Dr.  W.  W.  Lee  (at  pre^nt,  I 
bell  ere,  living  at  Trenton,  Western  District,  Tennessee}*  was  tha 
oceasion  of  my  Bending  a  brief  statement  of  the  case  for  iosertian  in 
the  aforesaid  Iteoorderf  and  had  it  not  been  for  this  letter,  tn  all  pro- 
bability, Dr.  Mott  and  others  never  wotild  have  been  disturbed  bj 
my  pretension  to  priority  re^j^>ectif;g  the  achievement  m  question. 
GRAi3<orj^  CoDKTY,  Tens.,  Dec.  6,  1822. 

J/^  Dtar  Siff — My  chief  motive  for  writing  to  yon  at  present  i 
to  point  yonr  attention  to  some  recent  pnblieations  in  tlje  America 
Medical  Recorder ,  on  the  snbject  of  removing  a  portion  of  the  lower 
jaw  bone.  You  will  there  find  that  Dr*  Mott,  of  New  York,  has  re- 
cently perform e<l  the  operation,  and  is  there  spoken  of  a.s  the  fint 
who  did  it.  Now  I  am  well  assured  that  you  peiformed  the  same 
operation  more  tlian  ten  years  ago*  and  I  distinctly  remember  hav* 
ing  nicntioneil  it  to  several  meilical  gentlemen  in  PhiladeJphia  and 
New  York,  thongh  perhaps  not  to  Dr.  Mott.  Should  yon  not  feel 
inclined  to  contradict  these  statements  of  the  Recorder,  I  hope  you 
will  shortiy  favor  me  with  a  few  lines,  directed  to  Nashville,  detaO* 
ing  the  particulars  of  the  operation.  With  pleasure,  sir,  I  embrace 
this  opportunity  of  renewing  assurances  of  my  esteem  and  friendship 
for  yourself  and  family.  WM.  W.  LEE. 

**  We  add,  that  Dr.  Deaderick  still  lives  to  wear  his  honors  meeklj 
which  he  so  gloriously  won  in  his  early  professional  career ;  this  he 
abandoned,  however,  years  ago — that  he  was  a  pupil  of  the  celebra- 
ted anatomist,  Dr.  Wistar,  and  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures 
in  Philadelphia.'' 


ia^fl 
caull 


Samuel  JohMonon  Medidne.  We  copy  from  the  Nashville  Jour- 
nld  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  for  November  the  following  : 

*'  The  celebrated  moralist,  at  once  the  wisest  and  most  oUigbg  of 
men,  has  left  few  subjects,  precedaneous  or  contemporary,  unenlight- 
ened by  his  ever-glowing  genius.  Among  other  subjects,  accident 
brought  his  analyeing  battery  to  bear  upon  the  doctorate.  Singu- 
larly enough.  Dr.  Memis,  of  Aberdeen,  in  chaiige  of  the  Dispensary 
by  appointment  of  the  authorities  of  that  city,  became  highly  mdig- 
habI  beeiOM  mider  tbeix  dine^ou  the  Latin  legulelio&e  of  tUs  itmr 
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tntion  were  translated  into  English,  in  which  the  same  word  was* 
where  it  first  occnrred,  translated  physician,  but  occuring  after  his 
name,  was  translated  doctor  of  medicine.  Dr.  Memis  brought  an 
action  for  damages,  and  the  counsel  for  the  defense  procured  from 
Johnson  the  following  argument : 

'There  are  but  two  reasons  for  which  a  physician  can  decline  the 
title  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  because  he  supposes  himself  disgraced 
by  the  doctorship,  or  supposes  the  doctorship  disgraced  by  himself. 
To  be  disgraced  by  a  title  which  he  shares  in  common  with  every 
illurtrious  name  of  his  profession,  with  Boerhaave,  with  Arbuthnot, 
and  with  Cullen,  can  snrely  diminish  no  man's  reputation.  It  is, 
I  snpposo,  to  the  doctorate  from  which  he  shrinks,  that  he  owes  his 
right  of  practicing  physic.  A  doctor  of  Medioine  is  a  physician  under 
the  protection  of  the  laws,  and  by  the  stamp  of  authority.  The  phy* 
sician  who  is  not  a  Doctor,  usurps  a  profession,  and  is  authorized 
by  himself  to  decide  upon  health  and  sickness,  and  life  and  death. 
That  this  gentleman  is  a  Doctor,  his  diploma  makes  evident ;  a  di- 
ploma not  obtruded  upon  him,  but  obtained  by  solicitation,  and  for 
which  fees  were  paid.  With  what  countenance  any  man  can  refuse 
the  title  which  he  has  either  begged  or  bought,  is  not  easily  discov- 
ered. 

*  All  verbal  injury  must  comprise  in  it  either  some  &1se  position, 
or  some  unnecessary  declaration  of  defamatory  truth.  Tliat,  in 
calling  him  Doctor,  a  false  appellation  was  given  him,  he  himself 
will  not  pretend,  who,  at  the  same  time  that  he  complains  of  the 
title,  would  be  offended  if  we  supposed  him  to  be  not  a  Doctor.  If 
the  title  of  Doctor  fie  a  defamatory  truth,  it  is  time  to  dissolve  onr 
colleges  ;  for  why  should  the  public  give  salaries  to  men  whose  ap- 
probation is  reproach  ?  It  may  likewise  deserve  the  notice  of  the 
public,  to  consider  what  help  can  be  given  to  the  professors  of  phy- 
sic, who  all  share  with  this  unhappy  gentleman  the  ignominious 
appellation,  and  of  whom  the  very  boys  in  the  streets  are  not  afraid 
to  say.  There  goes  the  Doctor, 

'  What  is  implied  by  the  term  Doctor,  is  well  known.  It  distin- 
guishes him  to  whom  it  is  granted,  as  a  man  who  has  attained  such 
knowledge  of  his  profession  as  qualifies  him  to  instruct  others.  A 
Doctor  of  Laws  is  a  man  who  can  form  lawyers  by  his  precepts.  A 
Doctor  of  Medicine  is  a  man  who  can  teach  the  art  of  cunng  diseases. 
This  is  an  old  axiom,  which  no  man  has  thought  fit  to  deny,  37/  dot 
quod  non  habet.  Upon  this  principle,  to  be  Doctor  implies  skill,  for 
nemo  docet  quod  non  didicit.  In  England,  whoever  practises  physic, 
not  fleing  a  Doctor,  must  practice  by  a  license ;  but  the  doctorate 
conveys  a  license  in  itself.' 

"  Before  Dr.  Johnson  elaborated  this  argument,  he  had  consulted 
Dr,  Lawrence,  President  of  the  London  College  of  Physicians,  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  in  his  professian,  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
and  was  informed  that  it  was  *  the  highest  title  that  a  practiser  of 


phjirfe  eaa  luive.    That  "fiootor  ImliliM  aM  oiitjr  ^jNhittb  Imt 
tiaeliirofphTiieyihAttvvrydoetorisliigil^  bnttlMt 

ap  uma  not  a  ibafor  majmedc0  jxAyvfe  but  W  ImoiapartkoIa^T 
graatacL    Hm  dodonta  u  a  lioema  of  ita^'  ^ 


JV*  We  lia^  noantlj  aaaiatad  Dr.  FoaUr,  of  tUa  eitj,  in  ac 
of  lUliotomj*  whaia  the  valoo  of  tba  pefdUoiidaof  ironwaa  MJaofjif 
StfUjei.  Tba  patient,  aboyaboot 7  yaaaofagiibliadalMionlui^ 
diatheaii,  and  aflter  the  azftemal  inoiaiona  wate  nada^  the  Hneding 
waa  prolbaa  fipeni  Tariooa  pointa.  Thb  eoaM  iiot  be  anaatad  bj 
oidinarj  maan^  after  the  atone  waa  extimsted,  and  Br.  P.,  aftarin- 
aartlng  a  tabis  into  the  Uaddar,  filled  the  woond  with  apcmge  aatnra- 
ted  with  the  pereUaride.  The  eOecft  waa  iinmediata,  and  the  atypti^ 
powerfnl  aa  it  waa,  gave  riae  to  mpleaaant  oonaaqimioea.  Tfaam 
oaa  be  no  qneetion  that  in  thia  agent,  we  bave  &  JUawoaftrtfe  of  mofo 
power  than  bdonga  to  a^y  other  hitherto  leconunended.  n« 

F§rehlorii$  of  JBrtm  at  m  JEbnmmiaik^-r^  copremondant  of  tiie 
•'Uonitenr  dea  Hopitau  "  (1856,  No.  24Ji  stataa  that  one  of  t1» 
pvinoipal  ekmenta  of  hia  sncoeaa  in  the  dimenlt  and  dangenma  ope- 
rations M.  Maisonnetive  is  famous  for  nndertaking,  is  the  remarkable 
nae  he  makes  of  htemostatics  during  their  performance.  He  cites  a 
recent  oaso*  oocnrring  in  a  lad  of  sixteen,  of  fungous  tumour  of  the 
dura  mater,  of  enormous  proportions,  and  was  accompanied  by  ex* 
hansting  hasmorrhages.  M.  Maisonneuve  determined  upon  its  remo* 
val,  but  the  tumor  bled  on  the  slightest  contact,  and  the  patient  would 
not  be  able  to  bear  the  slightest  loss  of  blood.  The  line  of  incision 
extended  from  the  anterior  part  of  the  ear  to  the  summit  of  the  bead, 
and  descending  along  the  nose,  was  carried  backwards,  and  then  up- 
wards to  the  base  of  the  jaw,  and  its  point  of  departure.  A  great 
number  of  arteries  were  thus  divided,  five  or  six  of  which,  by  reason 
of  their  anastomatic  enlargements,  had  acquired  almost  the  size  of 
the  radial  artery.  Intelligent  assistants  immediately  compressed 
them  with  the  finger,  but  it  was  impossible  to  thus  continue  the  dia^ 
aection  without  exposing  the  patient  to  the  danger  of  death  from 
ayncopo.  M.  Maisonneuve  therefore  applied  to  each  vessel  a  little 
pledget  of  charpie,  soaked  in  perchloride  of  iron,  which  was  allowed 
to  attach  itself  to  the  wound.  At  every  stroke  of  the  history  or  scis- 
sors, he  applieil  a  new  plug,  so  that  during  the  operation  the  patient 
Bcarccly  lost  a  spoonful  c^  blood ;  and  when  the  tumor  had  been 
entirely  removed,  the  entire  surface  of  the  wound  was  found  com- 
pletely dried  and  tanned,  and  was  at  once  dressed,  without  the  neces- 
sity of  the  application  of  a  aingie  ligature.  The  brown  eschai  whidi 
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ooTsred  the  wonud  was  detached  ahoat  the  20th  day,  without  giy« 
ing  rise  to  any  hemorrhage ;  and  although  the  cure  can  scarcely  ho 
expected  to  prove  radical,  the  patient  for  the  present  is  perfectly 
well. — British  and  Foreign  Medico- Cairurgical  Beview. 


'  Professor  Willabd  Parker  reported  to  the  N.  T.  Academy 
of  Medicine,  at  its  meeting,  Octoher  5th,  a  case  in  which  he  at* 
tempted  to  remove  an  ovarian  tnmor.  On  exposing  the  tnmor  it 
was  fonnd  so  adherent  that  he  was  compelled  to  ahandon  the  open^ 
lion,  and  simply  draw  off  the  fluid,  which  amounted  to  eight 
quarts.  The  sac  was  entirely  emptied,  and  the  patient  recovered  from 
the  operation.  The  dropsy,  at  the  data  of  the  i^ort,  was  return- 
ing, and  Prof.  P.  proposed  to  estahlish  a  fistulous  opening  hy  intio* 
ducing  a  canula,  and  then  employing  injections. 


jgrDr.  Bebse,  in  the  last  number  of  itie  N.  T.  Medical  Gazette, 
states  that  one  of  the  tribe  of  consumption  curers  in  that  city,  hires 
a  number  of  Ican-visaged  men  and  their  pale  women,  to  be  in  wait- 
ing at  his  rooms  every  morning,  and  during  office  hours,  as  eiool 
pigeonSt  to  be  shown  to  every  visitor  as  evidence  of  his  extensive 
practice.  They  are  there  to  testify  to  being  •*  benefitted"  by  inha- 
Iation,'or  some  other  hocus  pocus,  and  as  examples  of  the  same  dis« 
eases  under  which  the  patients  who  call  are  laboring.  Sometimes  a 
row  of  hacks,  as  private  carriages,  are  drawn  up  before  his  door  for 
nours* 

tar  Dr.  Ekafp,  well  known  to  many  of  our  readers  by  his 
essays  on  Scorbutis,  has  announced  his  intention  to  compete  for  the 
Breant  prize  (France)  of  100,000  francs,  for  the  discovery  of  the 
cause  of  cholera,  and  its  cure.  We  have  heard  it  intimated  that  a 
physician  of  this  State  is  also  to  be  a  competitor  for  the  same. 
Polnuxm  qui  Jbc. 

jCT*Dr.  Carpehtkr  has  resigned  his  Chair  of  Physiology  in 
London,  and  it  is  rumored  that  Dr.  Bunnrr,  who  was  rejected  ia 
Edinburgh,  is  to  be  his  successor. 
VOL.  xvn. — iBio.  60. 


we 


lor  hM  Mt  tihis  eouiiiy  irithonft  fblfilUiig  Us  gniAroot  iatentfaMii 
fowaid  the  Col^ge  of  fhyrioi^iii  in  tM  cify» 


;  jar  Wo  leant  from  tbeN.T.Mediod  GMeCtoifaai  ibwerBostli- 
emetndfliits  Aan  mael  Me  etteiidiiig  die  Hodioil  OoUige  of  dni 
dty  end  <tf  Philedel^t.  Dr.  Beaee  diii^  dieir  ebeenoe  wiU  be 
leeompeieed  bj  aa  inoteeeed  Hemte  frdm  theSfoidMtm  Stete^ 


-  jBrDr.MABm  Pim^  enOor  ef  die  '' Ooimeatariee,"  eal 
Vtotmm  of  Uetorie  liedice  in  die  University  of  New  Torl^  hee 
been  elected  «  member  of  tbe  Medioel  Sociei/  of  JSwedett. 


jar  At  a  zeoest  meeting  of  the  K.  Y.  Academy  of  MdJicme, 
Dr.  BATOBMuaoL  propoeed  die  eztraofdinary  enqniiy,  "  Im  not  con- 
gnital  pbymosis  nsoaUy  followed  by  cancer  V*  Bnch  has  been  hie 
experience.  We  have  circnmcised  many  adults  afiected  with  con- 
genital phymosis,  bat  as  yet  have  met  with  no  case  of  cancer  from 
that  cause.  It  should  be  of  very  frequent  occurrence  if  Dr.  Batch- 
elder's  doctrine  be  true. 


Dkath  from  Chloroioric.— a  patient  recently  died  at  St. 
Thomas'  Hospital,  London,  from  the  effects  of  this  antesthetio  ad- 
ministered prior  to  an  amputation  of  a  finger.  The  house-surgeon, 
assisted  by  another  gentleman,  had  the  sole  management  of  the 
case,  the  Burgeons  of  the  Hospital  having  been  absent. 


'  At  a  meeting  of  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improve- 
ment, September  8th,  Dr.  Townsbnd  read  the  following  letter  from 
a  distinguished  English  Surgeon,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  made  by 
him,  why  chloroform  was  still  used  in  England  in  preierence  to 
ether.  We  copy  it  from  the  Boston  Med.  Sur.  Journal.  (Nov. 
20th.): 

'•  Dr.  Townsend  inquires  why  we  employ  chloroform  radier  than 
ether  in  this  country.    I  believe  that  it  is  for  much  the  same  reason 
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that  people  travel  by  an  express  rather  than  a  slow  tmin  ;  they 
reach  their  destination  more  quickly  and  pleasantly,  though  at  a 
slightly  increased  risk- 

'*  Chloroform  acts  mnch  more  quickly  than  ether  ;  a  teaspoonful 
will  produce  as  much  effect  when  inhaled,  as  half  a  pint  of  ether, 
and  when  a  surgeon  has  several  operations  to  perform  in  succession, 
time  is  of  much  moment  to  him  and  his  assistants,  and,  in  Hospi- 
tals, to  tlie  spectators. 

'' Chloroform  is  a  much  more  pleasant  agent  than  ether:  it  is 
more  agieeable  to  the  taste,  and  leaves  no  disagreeable  odor  behind. 
It  also  produces  less  excitement  during  inhalation.    These  advant- 
ages, as  you  will  observe,  are  entirely  on  the  side  of  convenience. 
On  that  of  safety,  I  believe  that  ether  will  bear  the  palm.     But  yet 
chloroform  has,  I  think,  had  mora  to  answer  for  than  it  really  de* 
serves.     It  does  not  follow  that  every  patient  that  dies  under  chlo- 
roform dies  from  chloroform.     Patients  used  not  infrequently  to 
die  "under  the  knife"  or  "on  the  table,"  as  it  was  technically 
termed  ;  in  otlier  words,  during  an  operation,  in  the  days  when  no 
anesthetics  were  used.    These  deaths  arose  from  shock  to  the  sys- 
tem, from  seventy  of  pain  sometimes,  and  others  from  a  peculiar 
phy steal  impression  that  is  produced  in  the  system  by  a  severe  mu- 
tilation.   The  deaths  from  pain  now  never  occur,  as  operations  are 
painless;  but  the  employment  of  anasstheiics,  whether  ether  or 
chlorofoi-m,  does  not  always  appear  to  save  the  patient  from  the 
shock  that  results  from  tlie  depressing  effect  on  the  heart,  that  a 
severe  operation  will  produce,  independently  of  any  pain  resulting 
from  it.     All  deaths  of  this  kind  are  now  classed  together  as  deaths 
from  chloroform,  if  the  patient  has  been  under  the  influence  of  that 
vapor,  when  in  reality  they  would  have  occurred  indejiendently  of 
it.     At  the  same  time  it  is  impossible  to  blind  myself  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  danger  attending  the  use  of  chloroform,  which  is 
inherent  and  inseparable  from  its  administration ;  that  is  a  potent 
agent  which  bhould  never  be  given  but  by  those  who  are  in  the  con- 
stant practice  of  using  it,  and  that  when  by  them  given,  great 
watchfulness  and  caution  are  rcc^uired.     When  a  patient  is  fully 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  he  is  <m  the  vergt  of  death,  and 
the  least  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  administrator  may 
extinguish  life.     I  have  never  known  death  result  from  chloroform 
when  due  care  has  been  used.     In  the  only  case  that  has  fallen  under 
my  own  observation,  the  administrator  was   inexperienced,  and 
tliercfore  probably  too  rash." 

*'  In  answer  to  Dr.  Bethune,  who  asked  how  many  cases  of  death 
under  the  knife  he  had  known.  Dr.  Townsend  stated  that  he  remem- 
bered but  one  case,  previous  to  the  introduction  of  ether. 

Dr.  Putnam  asked  if  any  instance  of  death  had  occurred  from 
the  inhalation  of  sulphuric  ether,  to  which  Dr.  T.  replied  that  no 
mich  case  had  beea  reported. 


ITS 

Dr.  Batlmiie  dioQgfat  it  ringidar  thai  E^glidi  ml  Seotdi  plijrf* 
cUns  tboold  itill  pm*i  in  ihe  qm  •£  dil<»roferai.    - 

Dr.  Bladde,  <»  Edinlniigh»  who  wm  piooant  hf  iiiTiUtioap  i»» 
markMl  that  this  agwii  is  fSbme  now  need  oftentr  ttuoi  efw  befemp 
thnre  being  bat  one  fatd  eate  from  its  nee  reooided  in  tiiet  dtj. 
Be  farther  etaied  that  bat  /eefiital  eaass  had  beenneofded  in  Seot- 
land»  in  two  of  whieh  death  was  satisfaetorilj  ahown  to  ha^  beett 
doe  to  other  caaeee»  and  in  the  remaining  thne,  no  drfnite  oondn- 
eion  wee  arrived  at  ae  to  the  trae  eanee  St  deaths  The  anddente  in 
Enppland  from  ite  vMe,  he  lemarfced,  had  not  been  infieqaeDt*  a  fiMt 
whidi  had  been  attnimted  to  the  impnxi^  of  the  eUorofoxm  them 


Dr.  Townaend  lemarked  that  it  wee  in  {aror  of  eolphnrio  ether 
that  no  oantion  was  leqoired  in  ite  administration,  and  that  the 
patient  was  never  ^'on  the  yeige  of  death.'' 


ZetUr  from  Pwr%$4 — Xiectnree  at  the  EooIedeM^decineaie  nearly 
terminated  for  the  season,  and  examinations  ars  in  progpnes.  Hie 
professors,  with  their  insula  of  office,  sit  dafly  to  inquire  into  the 
qualifications  of  applicants  for  a  dqpve,  and  the  examination  in 
medicine  and  the  collateral  sdenoes  is  rigid.  Spectators  are  ad- 
mitted, and  the  standing  of  each  student  is  known  to  his  fellows. 
The  professors  are  accustomed  to  ask  fair  and  legitimate  questions 
devoid  of  all  ambiguity,  and  the  candidate  is  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  without  the  remotest  aid  from  a  leading  interrogation. 
Were  not  a  stranger  unable  to  jadge,  from  a  lack  of  familiarity  with 
French  manners  and  customs,  it  would  seem  that  the  shrugs,  ges- 
tures and  grimaces,  provoked  by  an  incorrect  answer,  were  clearly 
discourteous.  A  Frenchman  expresses  incredulity  by  putting  his 
shoulder  into  his  ear.  The  examinations  on  the  whole  are  very 
creditable,  and  a  high  order  of  proficiency  is  shown.  Great  skill 
in  operative  surgery  is  often  exhibited  upon  the  dead  body  by  a 
vastly  greater  number  of  men  than  can  possibly  ever  have  an  op- 
portunity to  exercise  the  art. 

Velpeau  still  holds  his  place,  though  getting  old.  His  face  is 
unmarked  by  any  prominent  feature,  except  shaggy,  overhanging 
eyebrows  ;  and  his  bedside  practice  at  the  hospital  seems  devoid  of 
all  feeling  of  tenderness  for  his  patient.  In  the  lecture  room  his 
manner  is  impressive  and  engaging.  N^laton,  a  youncer  man 
and  very  popular  at  the  school  and  hospitals,  is  destined  to  suc- 
ceed him. 

Piorry  carries  percussion  to  its  extremest  limit.  He  professes  to 
trace  even  the  minute  vessels  by  the  indication  of  sound.  With 
his  light  oval  pleximeter  and  pencil,  guided  by  a  few  rapid  taps,  he 
wj7I  map  out  upon  the  skin  the  topography  of  a  diseased  lung  with 
nnerring  skill.    His  fine  iace  Va  \\i^\«A  xv.^  is\^  Ss*riS\^Bww»  as  he 
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asks  questions,  prononnora  diagnosis  or  niters  some  piqnant  remark 
or  salatation :  sometimes  in  French  and  sometimes  in  English,  as 
the  students  gather  ronnd  him  at  a  cliniqne. 

The  wards  of  a  French  hospital  present  a  somewhat  carious  ap- 
pearance. There  is  less  quiet  than  we  should  see  in  England  or 
America,  and  therapeutic  science  is  not  apparently  the  exclusive 
object  of  attention.  The  throng  is  motley ;  snigeons  and  attendants 
in  white  aprons,  possibly  a  legacy  from  the  barbers ;  other  assist- 
ants in  cap  and  blouse ;  white  sisters  of  charity  ;  Oharri^re  the 
famous  instrument  maker,  hale  and  rubicund,  the  pink  decoration 
in  his  buttonhole  (this  order  is  worn  by  nearly  all  the  surgeons); 
Luer,  an  instrument  maker,  half  sui^geon,  and  the  ordinarily  diver- 
sified crowd  of  attending  students. 

Ricord  is  followed  through  the  wards  of  the  H^pital  du  Midi  by 
hosts  of  pupils,  and  his  popularity  is  unbounded.  There  are  fonr 
hundred  beds  devoted  to  syphilis,  and  as  many  more  out-patients 
every  week.  Every  form  of  disease  is  presented  for  study  in  its 
most  instructive  aspect.  He  diagnoses  chancre  in  the  urethra,  in 
cases  which  would  otherwise  be  termed  gonorrhosa,  by  manipula*- 
tion  which  discloses  an  indurated  sore,  when  it  is  not  desirable  to 
test  the  dischai^  by  inoculation.  He  maintains  that  syphilitic 
virus  will  not  produce  gonorrhoea,  which  has  its  own  specific  poi- 
son, while  it  undoubtedly  will  induce  an  urethral  discharge,  as  any 
irritating  injection  might  do.  Whether  in  the  lecture  room  or  by 
the  bed  side,  he  is  perpetually  throwing  off  brilliant  things  :  to  one 
patient,  an  injunction  to  drink  no  wine ;  to  another,  advice  to  study 
mathematics,  in  order  to  escape  priapism.  His  massive  features 
and  large  projecting  eyes  are  never  allowed  to  subside  into  quiet. 
A  table  ana  chair,  with  seats  around  for  listeners,  beneath  the  trees 
in  the  court-yard  of  the  hospital,  constitute  his  summer  lectnre 
room.  In  this  Academic  grove  he  sets  forth  and  enforces  his  doc- 
trines with  all  the  combined  force  of  talent,  keen  wit  and  accumu- 
lated experience.  He  sometimes  difiere  from  other  authorities,  but 
in  his  divergence  always  carries  the  majority  with  him.  Velpean 
took  different  srounds  some  years  ago,  and  still  maintains  opinions 
varying  from  Ricord.  The  surgeon  of  the  SotUh  is  a  bon  vivani 
and  a  man  of  elegant  tastes,  which  his  position  enables  him  to 
gratify  luxuriously.  Former  embarrassments  are  in  progress  of 
removal,  while  unabated  popularity,  middle  age  not  yet  passed,  and 
the  full  possession  of  health,  promise  the  enjoyment  of  a  well- 
earned  prosperity. 

Paul  Dubois  holds  no  cliniques  at  present ;  an  epidemic  prevails 
in  his  wards,  which  are  now  closed.  Some  rumora  of  censure  and 
threatened  disgrace  for  the  mode  in  which  he  conducted  the  labor  of 
the  Empress  have  been  sent  by  letter  writen  over  sea ;  but  I  can 
learn  definitely  of  no  such  thing  here.  Undoubtedly  his  patient  snf- 
fend  macb  in  her  aoeonchemaitt  toid  T«QQi^ranALt&finiV|«   ^^^nt^M^^ 
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MarTim  felloir%  curcnhr  k  put  fotJlt  bylhe  Byhriiw  Borily 
ef  London.  lUt  AMieftj  wm  initkiited  itt  184S.  wbh  Ab  m^ 
■applying  ite  membm  witkBtMuUiA  HmUmJ  Wokk  lltt  rab- 
Mription,  coDititatiiic  a. numlMr,  is  fiv«  dollars  ammDyr  Mr«Ut 
i«  adirtiioo.  Till  foUowuig'  ntnoto  from  tho  Lawi-will  fnrp>«inl;hs 
oUeoteof  tlMSookftj:. 

I.  The  Bocietj  is  institated  for  tho  prnpoM  of  meslii^  oertdB 
'•dbioirl64g«d  ddMMUiei  m  tziitiiig  veoot,  focdiilnriiig  nodical 
Klnatine,  which  an  mot  likely  to  ho  ■applied  by  tke<ferta  of  indi- 
vidnalii.  aad  ahaU  bo  aalled  the  ''  Bydonham  Booiaty/' 

II.  The  SoeiitTiriUoarryiiiokgoota  intoofibot  by  a  wwieaaioa 
•f  paUioatioM^  ombmangp  aaaong  othon :  1  Bepiiala  of  atandaid 
Xiii^ish  woiIeb,  iriiidi  are  rata  or  expenait^;  8.  Miaoellaaaoiiaadeo- 
tioBt  from  the  aneioBtaad  from  die oailier  modem  audior^,  reprinted 
or  translated;  3.  Digests  of  the  works  of  old  and  ▼olaminone 
anthors,  British  and  ibrsign*  with  ooeasional  biographical  and 
bibliographical  notices ;  4.  iSransktions  of  the  Oreek  and  Latin 
medical  authors,  and  of  works  in  the  Arabic  and  other  Eastern 
tongues,  accompanied,  when  it  is  thought  desirable,  by  the  original 
text :  5.  Translations  of  recent  foreign  works  of  merit ;  6.  Original 
works  of  merit,  which  might  prove  valuable  as  books  of  reference, 
bnt  which  would  not  otherwise  be  published,  from  the  slender  chance 
of  their  meeting  with  a  remunerating  sale — such  as  bibliographies» 
alphabetical  and  digested  indexes  to  volaminous  periodical  publica- 
tions, d^c. 

Three  volumes,  handsomely  bound  in  a  uniform  manner  in  doth, 
gilt  edgod,  are  usually  issued  in  the  year. 

Ijst  of  thb  Society's  Works,  of  which  copies  are  still  on  hand, 
and  from  which  new  members,  subscribing  for  the  current  year,  may 
make  a  selection,  on  payment  of  an  additional  five  dollars  for  anj 
three  volumes,  wiUi  the  exception  of  those  to  which  an  asterisk  is 
affixed,  l^ose  to  which  an  asterisk  is  affixed,  or  any  other  sioglo 
volume,  may  be  had  for  92.60  per  volume. 

Sydenhami  Opera  Omnia.     1  vol. 

Hasse's  Pathological  Anatomy.     1  vol. 

Rhazes  on  the  Smallpox  and  Measles.     1  vol. 

The  Works  of  Hewson.    Portrait  and  plates.     1  vol. 

Dupuytren's  Lectures  on  Diseases  and  Injuries  of  Bones.     1  voL 

Dnpoytren  on  Lesions  of  the  Yascuhir  System,  d?c.     1  vol. 

Memoin  of  the  Frenoh  Acadfim.^  ol  ^>KK^r)«    V^^. 
JVnohtorsldbatt^aMadksJLPaffibc^lQCI.  \^^* 
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Microscopical  Researches  of  Schwann  and  Schleiden.     1  vol. 

Plates. 
The  Works  of  W.  Harvey,  M,  D.     1  vol. 
The  Oennine  Works  of  Hippocrates.     2  vols. 
Essays  on  Puerperal  Fever  and  other  Diseases  Peculiar  to  Wo« 

men.     1  vol. 
The  Works  of  Sydenham,  translated  from  the  Latin.    2  vols. 
Unxer  and  Prochaska  on  the  Nervous  System.    1  vol. 
Annals  of  Influensa.    1  vol. 

Romberg  on  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System.    2  vols. 
Kolliker's  Manual  of  Human  Histology.    2  vols.  Woodcuts. 
♦Rockitansky's  Pathological  Anatomy.    Complete  in  4  vols. 
*Hnnter  on  the  Gravid  Uterus.     1  vol.    Folio.    84  plates,  with 

descriptive  letter  press. 
Weill's  Pathological  Histology.     1  vol.    Woodcuts. 
OeKterlen's  ^ledical  Logic.    I  vol. 
Yelpeau  on  Diseases  of  the  Breast     I  vol. 
The  Works  of  Aret«us,  Greek  and  English.     1  vol. 

Richard  J.  Dctnouson,  M.  D. 
Sim.  Local  Secretary  for  PMladelphia. 


New  Form  of  Astringent  ApplieeUUm.  By  Dr.  William  Ba^9^ 
Bngkionr-^l^xir^  glycerine  dissolves  nearly  its  own  weight  of  tannin, 
affording  a  very  powerful  local  astringent  application. 

The  solution  of  tannin  in  pure  glycerine  appears  to  me  to  supply 
a  desideratum  long  felt,  and  capable  of  a  great  variety  of  useful  ap- 
plications. 

The  solvent  property  of  glycerine  over  tannin  allows  us  to  form 
a  lotion  of  any  desirable  strength,  as  the  solution  is  readily  miscible 
with  water. 

Tlio  solution  of  tannin  io  glycerine,  in  one  or  other  of  its  strengths, 
is  peculiarly  applicable  to  many  disorders  of  the  mocous  membrane* 
readily  combining  with  mucus,  and  forming  a  non-evaporisabla 
coating  over  dry  membranes  ;  hence  it  may  with  benefit  be  applied 
to  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  eye  end  ear  in  many  of  its  diseased 
conditions.  It  forms  a  most  conx-enient  application  to  the  vaginal* 
uterine,  urethral  or  rectal  membranee,  where  a  strong  non-irritani 
astringent  lotion  is  desired. 

In  local  hemorrhage,  where  the  bleeding  snrfinoe  can  easiljr  bo 
reached,  it  wiil  prove  very  convenient,  and  may  be  applied  either 
with  a  sponge  or  small  brush. 

The  solution  must  be  kept  in  the  dark,  and  should  not  be  prepared 
for  any  great  length  of  time  before  used,  or  decomposition  will 
ocour. 

It  is  singular  that  glycerine  does  not  possets  the  same  property 
towMids  gtJhe  add. — A9¥KiaAom  Ifcd.  Jowr. 
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OBITXTABY. 

DiK9,  on  8th  of  October  Dr.  W.  P.  KrrcBBai  of  Laurel  Indiaiift.. 

Dr.  Kitchen  web  bom  in  Fayette  Co.  Ind.  in  the  year  1820,  hie  fiuailj 
moring  while  he  was  quite  young  and  locating  near  Melroy  Ind. 

He  was  engaged  with  his  father  in  agricultural  purtuits  until  he  waa 
28  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  W.  P.  Brachen  of  Melroy  Ind. 

He  attended  his  firat  course  of  Lectures  in  the  Ohio  Medical  College, 
session  of  1846-7,  and  in  the  spring  following  located  and  commenced  Uie 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Fayetteyille  Ind.,  which  he  continued  ener- 
getically, and  successfully  to  do^  until  the  winter  of  1849-50,  when  he 
returned  to  Cincinnati  and  attended  his  second  course^  graduating. 

In  June  1851  he  changed  his  locaUon  to  Laurel,  in  the  following  year  he 
married  and  was  residing  and  praoticlng  his  profession  here,  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

On  the  day  of  his  death  he  was  attending  a  political  meeting  at  West 
Union.  Having  left  his  own  couTcyance  at  the  Tillage,  he  walked  to  the 
speakers'  stand  }  mile  distant,  when  returning  he  accepted  the  iuTitation 
of  two  friends  to  accompany  them  in  their  buggy  to  the  Tillage,  and  while 
coming  down  a  steep  descent,  the  harness  broke,  the  Tehicle  was  thrown 
against  a  tree,  and  all  of  them  precipitated  to  the  ground,  and  Dr.  Kitchen 
falling  on  his  side,  it  is  suppos^  ruptured  a  blood  vessel  of  which  he  died 
in  a  short  time. 

It  will  be  with  feelings  of  the  most  profound  regret  that  his  numerous 
friends  will  learn  of  his  untimely  decease. 

It  is  seldom  the  ProfcsBion  and  community  are  called  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  as  bright  an  ornament. 

Having  been  placed  in  an  humble  position  in  life,  he  had  to  contend 
against  many  disadvantages,  and  what  he  lacked  in  facilities,  he  made  up 
in  determined,  patient,  and  unceasing  effort. 

And  nobly  did  he  succeed. 

High  minded  in  bis  intercourse  with  the  Profession,  and  endearing  him- 
self to  all  with  whom  he  came  even  transiently  in  contact,  he  also  possessed 
that  admirable  combination  of  talent  which  constitutes  the  elements  of  the 
truly  scientific  and  practical  physician,  and  he  bid  fair  to  attain  a  still 
more  enviable  position  in  his  idolized  Profession  had  his  life  been  pro- 
longed. 

In  addition  to  his  Professional  worth,  his  innate  kindness  of  heart,  his 
sympathy  for  the  poor  and  sufiering,  had  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew 
him,  and  the  needy  have  lost  in  him  a  true  bcncfoctor  and  friend — and  we 
who  have  been  associated  with  him  as  pupil  and  companion,  would  bear  our 
humble  testimony  to  his  virtues  and  abilities,  believing  that  the  Profession, 
Church,  and  Community  have  but  few  such  as  he  to  lose. 

B.. 

H.  ScHEDEL,  who  was  associated  with  M.  Cazenave  in  writing  an  excel- 
lent Manual  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  recently  lost  his  life  in  Switzerland, 
by:afall  from  the  rocks,  while  attempting  to  ascend  Mount  Pilate,  alone, 
and  in  the  night. 


^ 


